


SBCSBCY OF CABIHBT FROCSSDIHGS 

I t i s t h e e s t a b l i s h e d r o l e t ha t p roceed ings o f the 
Cab ine t a re s e c r e t . I t i s the persona l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f 
Cabinet M i n i s t e r s t o s ee tha t the r e i s no l eakage o f 
in f o rmat i on about d i s cuss i ons i n the C a b i n e t . T h e i r 
c o l l e c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the d e c i s i o n s o f the Cabinet 
imposes t h i s need f o r d i s c r e t i o n upon them and they a r e 
bound a l s o by the P r i v y C o u n c i l l o r ' s oa th . 

p recaut ions aga ins t unauthor ised d i s c l o s u r e s o f i n f o rma t i on 
artf noted i n paragraphs 3 ^  8 o f C P . (49)95. 

For e a r l i e r no tes on the need f o r 
s e c r e cy s e e F i l e 4/1/6A. 

Fo r g ene ra l d i s c u s s i o n o f the s e c r e c y o f 
Cabinet proceed ings see Jennings , pp. 208-210. 

The r e l e v a n t passage o f the P r i v y 
C o u n c i l l o r ^ oath i s ; ­

"You s h a l l , i n a l l t h i n g s t o be moved, 
t r e a t e d , and debated i n Counc i l , f a i t h ­
f u l l y and t r u l y d e c l a r e your Mind and 
Opinion a c c o r d i n g t o your Hear t and 
Conscience and s h a l l keep s e c r e t a l l 
Mat ters r e v e a l e d unto your o r tha t s h a l l 
be t r e a t e d o f s e c r e t l y i n Counc i l . And 
i f any o f the s a i d T r e a t i e s o r Counc i l s 
s h a l l touch any o f the C o u n s e l l o r s , you 
s h a l l not r e v e a l i t unto him, but w i l l 
keep the same u n t i l such t ime a s , by the 
Consent o f H i s Ma j e s t y , o r o f the Counc i l , 
P u b l i c a t i o n s h a l l be made t h e r e o f . " 

On the procedure f o r t r a c i n g l e akages of 
i n f o rma t i on see g e n e r a l l y F i l e S50/10/15. 

On the K i n g ' s consent t o d i s c l o s u r e o f 
Cabinet p roceed ings i n s ta tements by r e s i g n i n g 
M i n i s t e r s , s e e P a r t I I  . 

On the Secu r i t y o f Cab ine t Documents and 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h e i r c i r c u l a t i o n see Pa r t V. 

The r e co rds o f Cab inet proceed ings Inc lude 
many r e f e r e n c e s t o l e akage of i n f o rmat i on and 
many i n junc t i ons t o M i n i s t e r s on the Importance 
o f p r e s e r v i n g s e c r e c y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
handl ing of Cab inet c o n c l u s i o n s . Thus i n 
i iarch, 1922 the Cabinet d e c i d e d , because o f 
f r equent l e a k a g e s , tha t o n l y two f u l l c o p i e s o f 
Cabinet conc lus i ons should be made. L a t e r i n 
1922 (Cab. 68(22)9) t h e Cab ine t d i scussed a 
memorandum by L o r d Stanf ordham on ins t ances o f 
unauthor ised p u b l i c r e f e r e n c e s t o proceed ings i n 
Cab ine t : i t was made c l e a r t h a t the K i n g ' s 
permiss ion was necessary b e f o r e such d i s c l o s u r e s 
were made (Cab. 68(22)9, and o r i g i n a l 
memorandum t h e r e f i l e d ) . 


