


A t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l e ^ o n o m i e A f f a i r s * i s pa t on the 
Agenda, when the p e r i o d i c a l Economic Repor t submit ted by the 
Chance l l o r o f the Exchequer I s d i s cussed . The P r o d u c t i o n 
Ministers?, , a t t end f o r t h i s d i s c u s s i o n . 

/ ^ .  j \ — T h e Sconomic Report was f i r s t suggested i n 
/ /c ^^^rjl October, 1947 as a means of a f fo rd ing Ministers 

- 7 ^ a  peg^ajp statement, supported by s t a t i s t i c s , 
JUjlj,

 a

 trends and developments i n the economic s i t ­o n

^ A ^ y / uat ioa . The f i r s t Report ( C P. (47)309) was 
c i rcu lated on 21st November, 1947s and Economic 
A f f a i r s 1 f i r s t appeared on,the agenda on 
2nd December, 19U7 ( C M . 92(47)2). For the 
f i r s t few months the Report was submitted 
f o r tn i ght ly , but a monthly report was l a t e r 
submitted. 

The Budget 

jL The budget i s out l ined o r a l l y to the Cabinet by the 
Chancel lor of the Exchequer before i t i s presented in the 
Rouse of Commons, but the Chancel lor*s statement and the 
d iscuss ion on i t are not recorded . in the minutes. 

On attendance at *Budget Cabinets * 

See Jennings, p 182. 

The Budget i s normally taken a t a spec ia l 
;33eting of the Cabinet on the day before 
the Budget i s presented in the House of Commons 
(pre ferab ly at an afternoon meeting) . On 
occasion ( e . g . CM.36(47) and 86(47)) other 
business has been taken a t the same meeting, 
but e f f o r t s are always made to avoid t h i s . 

I n 1917 the Cabinet minutes recorded the 
Budget d iscuss ion in some d e t a i l , but s ince 
then de ta i l s have never been recorded. The 
tokea minute r e a d s : ­
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