


ques t ions concern ing f o r e i g n and m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s a r e not 
n e c e s s a r i l y Brought be fo re t h e Cabinet f o r d e c i s i o n , a l though 
they a re f r e q u e n t l y d iscussed i n Cab ine t and M i n i s t e r a a r e 
kept informed by the c i r c u l a t i o n o f memoranda and t e l e g rams 
by the Fo r e i gn O f f i c e , Commonwealth R e l a t i o n s O f f i c e and 
C o l o n i a l O f f i c e and, I n c e r t a i n c a s e s , the S e r v i c e Departments. 

I t i s usua l f o r ' F o r e i g n A f f a i r s ' t o be p l a c ed a t the 
beg inn ing o f the agenda f o r the f i r s t o f t h e two 
r e g u l a r weekly meet ings o f the C a b i n e t , so tha t the F o r e i g n 
s e c r e t a r y has a r e g u l a r oppo r tun i t y o f in fo rming the Cabinet 
o f c u r r e n t deve l opment 

By 1927 the p r a c t i c e of having "Fo re i gn 
A f f a i r s * on the Agenda, which had h i t h e r t o 
been somewhat i n t e r m i t t e n t , c r y s t a l l i s e d and 
t h e r e a f t e r i  t appeared r e g u l a r l y up t o the 
p e r i o d Immediate ly b e f o r e the war. During 
1938 and 1939 t h e r e were very few Cab ine ts 
which d id not b e g in w i t h f o r e i g n A f f a i r s * as 
t h e f i r s t i t e m . The usual en t r y en the 
Agenda was "FORSIGI! AFFAIRS ( i f r e q u i r e d ) " , 
but o f t e n a p a r t i c u l a r I t e m was noted under the 
g e n e r a l head ing , e . g . "FORJ3IOH AFFAIRS s 
S i t u a t i o n i n Ch ina . " F i l e 48 P a r t 2, minute 
o f 22nd November, 1945. 

During the war i t was the r e g u l a r p r a c t i c e 
t o put the f o r e i g n and m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n s 
f i r s t on the Agenda f o r the Monday mee t ings 
of the War Cab ine t . 

The p r a c t i c e o f p u t t i n g " F o r e i g n A f f a i r s " 
on th s Agenda a t the f i r s t o f the two weekly 
meet ings o f the Cabinet was r e s t o r e d i n 
November, 1945. F i l e k& P a r t 2 , Minute of 
27th November, 1945* 


