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ANGLO=-BOVIET
ANRGRICAT
CONFIRUIECE

(Previous
Reference:
W.li.(43) 157th
Coneclusions,
Minute 4).

Madlterranean
Commission

(Previous
Raference:
Wabi, (43) 125rd
Conclusio:. g,
Minute 3).

Rugsian Convoys

(Previous
Hofararnetd
Weile (43) 48%th
Concluslons,
Minutc 2).

Waelia (43) 142ND CONCGLUSIONS , MINUTH

Confidential Annex

(10th October, 1943 ~ 5.50 Dems)

THIE PRIME MINISTER said that Mr. Hull had met
hire Gden at Caire and that it waz hopud they wonld both
arrive in Moscow that nishta.

TH.E PRI MINISTER said that the Bussions
nad now demanded that the Hediterranesn Comdission
should be giwvern admiz:iatrative powers oveyr tha Control
Conrlesion in Italy. Thieg wes entirely contrary to
wilaw we had sald at the time whon proposals for the
cabablishnent of a Commission had £iret becn nades
It was clcarly out of the guustion for us, having
rogard to thne intercste of ocur troope fighting in
Italy, to aprec that the powers of control should be
raioved from the person of the Comiander-in-Chicf.

The Stats Deopartient vicwed with favour reguasts
which had Deen recoived from the Chingse and Brazilian
Govornments te be repregontad on the lediterrancan
Coiindesion. This sugpostion howcvor wouldealearly

make the Cowmdission an inofToctive body.

THE PRIMZ MINIBTER said that the War Cabinat
had seon thie anewser roccivod from Premior Btalin in
reply to his telegram (Te 1464/3) asnnouncing our
intcntion to ssnd four coivoys to Horth Russia and
agiting for betitor traatmont for our perscmmcl iIn
Horth Russia. This answer (T. 1625/3) wae couched
in an unhelpful and grudging tone and he (the Frime
Minister) had boun sorcly tempted to send a reply to
the effeet that, if the Russisns would not mitigate
the ill-=treatient of our personnel in North Russia,
wg 2hould not send the convoye. But it wvie clearly plght
that wz should send the convoysa, in the interests of
tho war offort, ir we could posslibly nanage o do 80,
and he hed accordingly askod the Foroign Scerctary to
handlae tho matter in Moscow. In tho méantine, e
had secn tho newly appointed Ruesian Ambazssador,
iir. Gusev, and hod handed back to him Premier Stalin's
telogran, saying that he was not preparcd to recolive
it and that Mr. BEden would deal with the matter orally
in hiozcows (Soc T. 1660/3 from the Prime Ministor to
the Foreign Scerctary).

In furthor discuszgion, the Prime Minister
gald that he thought it would be a great advantage i
the Russiane delivercd their messogecs in Russian and let
e arrange for their tronslation. Hy fPelt eurve that the
translations made were often very crude and that tho fono
of* the original was often leost in the procose of
tronslation.
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