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4. The Chancellor of the Excheguer brought to the
notice of the Cabinet the case of an enpleyee in
Portsmouth Dockyard vho, during the moulders' atrikE
af 1920, in conseguence of orders rseeived from his
Union, had refused to handle "blackleg" work. ©€n his
retirement thie man's rzcord had been reported as
very good, vith the solitary exception of hias
attitude in the moulders' atrike. But after the
matter had besn carefully considered by the Admiraliy
and the Treasury it had been found impossible Lo
do otherwise than to make a reduetion in his pension.
Acoordingly, twvo yeara had been deducted frow his
eatablished service for purposes of reckoning his
pension, ¥ith the result that 1t had been reduced by
a sum of la.Bd. & week. The case had been taken up
by tle Amalgamated Frnginesring Union,

The First Lord 6% the Adriralty, while personally
favourable to a remission of the penalty in thise
particular ocase, warned the Cabinet that, if grénted,
a precedent vould be created wvhich éould almaost
certalinly open the door to the reviev of other cases,
probably affeating other Goverrnment Departmenta also,
to an extent which he was unable to estimate. IL
was Btated, hovever, that the man in guestion, though
he had refused to handle "blackles" work, had not
gone on strike, and, in that event, it was suggested
that it might be possible to differentiate this ocase.

The COabingt agreed -—

That in the particular case brought

to their attention by the Chancellor

of the Exchequer the penalty should

be remitted, and should be retrospect-
ive, but that every pecssible precautlon
should be taken to avoid the adjustuent
in this particular case becoming a
precedent of wider application.
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