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4 . The C h a n c e l l o r of t h e Exchequer b r o u g h t t o t h e 

n o t i c e of t h e C a b i n e t t h e case- of an employee i n 

P o r t s m o u t h Dockyard who,... d u r i n g t h e m o u l d e r s ' s t r i k e 

o f 1930, i n consequence of o r d e r s r e c e i v e d from h i s 

U n i o n , had r e f u s e d t o h a n d l e " b l a c k l e g " w o r k . Gn h i s 

r e t i r e m e n t t h i s m a n ' s r e c o r d had been r e p o r t e d as 

v e r y good , w i t h t h e s o l i t a r y e x c e p t i o n of h i s 

a t t i t u d e i n t h e m o u l d e r s ' s t r i k e . But a f t e r t h e 

m a t t e r had been c a r e f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d by t h e Admi ra l ty 

and t h e T r e a s u r y i t had b e e n found i m p o s s i b l e t o 

do o t h e r w i s e t h a n t o -make a r e d u c t i o n i n h i s p e n s i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , two y e a r s h a d b e e n d e d u c t e d from h i s 

e s t a b l i s h e d s e r v i c e f o r p u r p o s e s of r e c k o n i n g h i s 

p e n s i o n , w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t i t had b e e n r e d u c e d by 

a sum of l s . 8 d . a wreek.. The c a s e had been t a k e n up 

by the Amalgamat ed E n g i n e e r i n g Un ion . . 

The F i r s t Lord o^ t h e A d m i r a l t y , w h i l e p e r s o n a l l y 

f a v o u r a b l e t o a r e m i s s i o n of t h e p e n a l t y i n t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r case,. , warned t h e C a b i n e t t h a t , , i f g r a n t e d , 

a p r e c e d e n t would, be c r e a t e d which would a lmos t 

c e r t a i n l y open t h e door t o t h e r ev i ew of o t h e r c a s e s , 

p r o b a b l y a f f e c t i n g o t h e r Government Depa r tmen t s a l s o , 

t o an e x t e n t which he was u n a b l e t o e s t i m a t e . I t 

was s t a t e d , , however , t h a t t h e man i n q u e s t i o n , t hough 

h e had r e f u s e d t o handle- " b l a c k l e g " work , had no t 

gone on s t r i k e , and , i n t h a t e v e n t , i t was s u g g e s t e d 

t h a t i t might be p o s s i b l e t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e t h i s c a se . . 

The Cab ine t a g r e e d — . 

Tha t i n t h e p a r t i c u l a r e a s e b r o u g h t 
t o t h e i r a t t e n t i o n by t h e C h a n c e l l o r 
o f t h e Exchequer t h e p e n a l t y s h o u l d 
b e r e m i t t e d , and s h o u l d be r e t r o s p e c t ­
i v e , b u t t h a t eve ry p o s s i b l e p r e c a u t i o n 
s h o u l d be t a k e n t o a v o i d t h e a d j u s t m e n t 
i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c a s e becoming a 
p r e c e d e n t of w i d e r a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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