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NAYAL SITUATION. 

General Review. 

1. A convoy has arrived in North Russia without loss. 
Coastal craft have successfully attacked enemy shipping in the northern 

Adriatic. 

Northern Waters. 
2. A convoy of 28 ships, escorted by ships of the Home Fleet, has arrived 

in North Russian ports. On the 10th torpedo bombers made a determined but 
ineffective attack on the convoy; seven Ju . 88 were destroyed. On the 13th 
H.M.S. Denbigh Castle (corvette) was damaged by an' 'underwater explosion off 
Kola and later sank. 

Norwegian Waters. 
3. On the night of the 8th 11 tugs and a salvage boat were taken from 

Fredrikstad by Norwegian patriots and brought safely across to Sweden. Three 
other tugs, which had no steam up, were sunk. 

Home Waters. 
4. On the 13th M.T.B. 758 off Ostend captured a fishing vessel flying the 

Belgian flag and manned by German naval ratings, which was attempting to 
supply the garrison a,t Dunkirk. 

On the 14th a fire broke out among M.T.B.S berthed at Ostend. Twelve 
boats were destroyed and there were some casualties. 

On the 12th H.M.S. Prinses Astrid (infantry landing ship) was damaged 
on striking the pier head at Calais, and on the following day H.M.C.S. Orkney
(frigate) was damaged in collision in the I r ish Sea. 

During the week ending the 11th, the combined Bri t ish and U.S. discharges 
through the liberated ports were approximately 109,000 men, 11,200 vehicles, 
395,000 tons of stores, 77,500 tons of petrol, and 59,000 tons of ammunition. 

Mediterranean. 

Western Mediterranean. 
5. During the week Allied warships have successfully shelled enemy targets 

on the French-Ital ian frontier. The U.S. destroyer McLanahan was damaged 
by enemy shore batteries near San Remo. 

On the night of the 7 th /8 th coastal craft sank two coasters off Savona and 
next day torpedoed and probably sank a victualling ship in the same area. 

A driatic. 
6. On the night of the 7 th /8 th M.T.B's off the west coast of Is t r ia sank 

a torpedo-boat and torpedoed a 3,000-ton ship which was later sunk by Beau
fighters in Parenzo harbour. On the night of the 12th/13th in the same area 
coastal craft sank a large cargo ship, and on the following night they sank three 
heavily armed enemy craft off Vignole Bay o h the eastern side of the Is t r ian 
peninsula. 

Early on the 12th explosive motor-boats attacked the harbour "at Split, 
causing damage to a landing-craft and slight damage to H.M.S. Delhi ( A / A 
cruiser). One E.M.B. was sunk by gunfire and two others exploded harmlessly. 

Dodecanese. 
7. On the 12th H.M.S. Exmoor (destroyer) sank a motor-launch from which 

a par ty of Germans had landed on Niseros. Allied troops, which were sent 
immediately from Symi, dealt effectively with the enemy and took 30 prisoners. 

East Indies. 
8. Dur ing January, all the available cruisers, destroyers, sloops, mine

sweepers and M.L's. were employed in helping the army off the Arakan coast. 
Cruisers covered and supported the landing at Akyab and on Ramree Island 
and put the Royal Marines ashore on Cheduba Island. Cruisers and destroyers 



supported the advance in the Myebon area and along the Ramree coast. H.M.S. 
Queen Elizabeth (battleship) shelled enemy positions during the Ramree opera
tions, and H.M.S. Phoebe (cruiser) acted as mobile R.D.F. and fighter direction 
ship until shore stations were established by the R.A.F. Aircraf t from H.M.S. 
A meer (escort carrier) provided a spotting umbrella for H.M. ships. Sloops 
supported the army in the Myebon area, and minesweepers, in addition to their 

( regular work, helped to evacuate casualties from the various river operations. 
9. During a recent patrol in the Stra i t of Malacca H.M. S /M Subtle sank 

four junks and probably torpedoed one or more coasters in convoy off the Nicobars. 

Pacific. 
10. During the night of the 5 th /6 th U.S. coastal craft sank a large lugger 

off Cebu and a barge offBalayan Bay; over 60 Japanese were killed. On the 
8th 11 barges, a lugger, seven speedboats and a motor-launch were destroyed off 
San Fernando. Pa t ro l craft, during night operations off the Cebu coast, 
destroyed a small cargo ship and two laden barges and engaged enemy concen
trations on shore. 

11. The U.S.S. Ommaney Bay (escort carrier) and one minesweeper have 
been sunk by the enemy in the Phil ippines area. Ten U.S. aircraft carriers have 
now been sunk since the beginning of hostilities. 

12. Austral ian naval and air forces combined in a two-day attack on enemy 
positions in the northern Halmaheras. Installations, stores, personnel and 
strategical a i r s tr ips were successfully attacked. 

13 On the 12th aircraft sighted a northbound enemy force of two battle
ships, one heavy cruiser and three destroyers east of Cape Pada ran in south 
Indo-China. The battleships are believed to be the . Ise and Hyuga. On the 
previous day a Bri t ish submarine reported two enemy battleships and an uniden
tified ship N.E. of Singapore. 

1.4. U.S. submarines have sunk 31 more Japanese ships consisting of a light 
cruiser, a gunboat, an escort vessel, 21 cargo ships, four transports and three 
tankers. 

Anti-Submarine Operations. 
15. Twenty-four attacks were reported during the week, of which 16 were 

by warships, seven by shore-based aircraf t and one by carrier-borne aircraft. 
None of these attacks is considered to have been promising. 

Enemy Intelligence. 
16. The Kbln was photographed in dock at Wilhelmshaven on the 8th and 

the Nilrnberg was reported at Copenhagen on the 7th. Liitzow, Eugen, Hipper
and Scheer have been operating in support of the German forces in the eastern 
Baltic. 

U-boats. 
17. There is no appreciable change in the U-boat dispositions. 
The new constructional base at Farge (16 miles from Bremen) for the assembly 

and fitting out of the new pre-fabricated U-boats is nearing completion. Produc
tion of U-boats is not likely to start before March, and boats begun then could not 
be operational before August ; by the middle of this year, however, the shelter 
would probably allow of the' building of a large number of pre-fabricated boats 
with almost complete immunity from attack. 

Enemy Attack on Shipping. 
18. Two ships in convoy from the White Sea were torpedoed in the 

approaches to Murmansk. A Belgian ship in convoy to Antwerp was torpedoed 
and sunk off Plymouth, and a small Dutch tanker was sunk, probably by a mine, 
off Margate. 

19. Shipping losses by enemy action in J a n u a r y amounted to 16 ships of 
74,619 tons, which show a reduction of about 30 per cent, on the previous month's 
figures. Wi th the addition of marine casualties the total of losses from all causes 
amounted to 29 ships of 99,133 tons. Ten ships of 48,726 tons were sunk by 
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U-boats; five of them in the North Atlantic and five in U.K. coastal and adjacent 
waters. Four ships of 16,352 tons were sunk by mines off the East and S.E. coasts 
of England. One ship was sunk by an E-boat off Dunkirk, and one ship was sunk 
by aircraft in the Philippines: 

Protection of Seaborne Trade. 
- 20. During January 24 convoys of 475 ships, including one convoy Of 

30 ships from North Russia, arrived in the Uni ted Kingdom without loss by 
enemy action. A further 176 ships from ten of these convoys proceeded direct to 
continental ports. Twenty-seven outward bound convoys of 705 ships, including 
one convoy of 36 ships to North Russia, reached their destinations without loss. 
Two convoys, originally of 71 ships, lost one ship each by enemy action before 
arriving at their destinations. 

Allied Minelaying. 
i 21. Surface craft have laid mines in Home Waters, and Allied aircraft laid 

mines in the Baltic. 
Naval aircraft have laid mines off the Norwegian coast. 

Enemy Minelaying, Allied Minesweeping. 
22. No enemy minelaying has been reported during the week. 
U.S. minesweepers have destroyed 44 mines in the Gulf of Cagliari, and up 

to the present 130. mines have been destroyed in the Corfu south channel. 
The mine totals are 6,346 ground and 8,643 moored. 

Enemy Merchant Shipping. 
23. I t is estimated that over 55,000 tons of enemy shipping was sunk in 

Norwegian waters during November and December as against some 31,000 tons 
for the previous three months. 

During the week ending the 10th February at least 50,000 tons of transports 
arrived in Denmark from southern Norway. 

A description of the Mine Watching organisation which has recently closed 
clown is given in Appendix A. 

MILITARY SITUATION. 

Western Europe. (An outline map is included as an inset.) 
General. 

24. Progress has been made and ground gained by the Allies in 3 of the 
4 main sectors of the Western Front. In the Vosges enemy resistance west of 
the Rhine has ceased; in the Roer sector steady pressure has been made; and 
the Firs t Canadian Army has launched an offensive in the Nijmegen area which 
has made considerable gains. ' 

Southern Sector. 
25. Attacks by the First French Army on the northern and southern flanks 

of the German salient in the Vosges succeeded in isolating its western extremity. 
This pocket was then eliminated and the enemy withdrew under pressure, first 
across the Rhine-Rhone Canal and finally, on, the 9th, across the Rhine itself. 
This success results in a shorter and more easily defended front for the Allies. 

Central Sector. 
26. I n the Hagenau area the enemy remained on the defensive and the 

threat to Strasbourg has receded. 
The Third U.S. Army has widened the breach in the Siegfried defences in 

the Schnee Eifel sector and. on the 10th captured Prum. A considerable salient 
has thus been formed in the enemy's main defences in spite of the difficulties 
caused by adverse weather and the enclosed nature of the terrain. 

On the left of the Third U.S. Army, the Fi rs t U.S. Army has. been engaged 
in bitter fighting for control of the Roer clams, enemy damage to which has 



caused extensive flooding. The river has risen some 4 feet, and in places i t is 
now about 400 yards wide. U.S. forces have now eliminated all resistance west 
of the Roer. 

Northern Sector. 
27. Preceded by a heavy air and artillery bombardment the Firs t Canadian 

Army on the 8th went over to the offensive S.E. of Nijmegen. Ground has been 
gained between the Maas and the Rhine, the greater par t of the Reichswald 
Forest having been cleared. Cleve and Gennep have also been captured. Steady 
progress is being made by Brit ish and Canadian troops in spite of mud and 
widespread floods which have made maintenance of the forward troops a matter 
of extreme difficulty. 

Eastern Front. (An outline map is included as an inset.) 

Latvia. 
28. The Germans appear to be making efforts to evacuate some of their 

forces from Latvia for employment in the main battle areas. 3-4 divisions are 
believed to have been transferred since the Russian offensive opened; this would 
still leave a garrison of about 30 divisions. 

East Prussia. 
29. The pocket in East Prussia has been drawn tighter and on the 10th 

the encircling arm was strengthened by the capture of Elbing. I t is still not 
possible to say how many divisions remain in East Pruss ia out of the original 
garrison of over 20 divisions, but it is possible that the enemy has been able to 
evacuate some forces by sea and also along the Frische Nehrung—the narrow 
spit of land running N.E. from Danzig. 

Central Sector. 
.30. Steady progress has been made in the direction of Chojnice and further 

west the Russians are now engaged in broadening their main salient by pushing 
northward towards Stettin. I n the rear of the Russian forces, the fortress town 
of Posen is still holding out, but on the 14th the fortress of Schneidemuhl was 
taken by storm. In the area east of Berlin, unofficial German reports state that the 
Russians have several bridgeheads near Frankfur t and Kustr in. but there is no 
confirmation of this from the Russians. 

Along the Middle and Upper Oder, the Russians have now crossed the.river 
in strength in two areas, N.W. and S.E. of Breslau. The attack in the lat ter area 
which began on the 6th between Breslau and Oppeln has now developed a bridge
head about 20 miles deep on a 50-mile front. The attack N.W. of Breslau began 
on the 11th along a 100-mile front, and the spearheads of this force on the 14th 
reached a point 70 miles from Dresden. The fortress of Giogau has been encircled 
and the fortress of Breslau has now only a narrow escape gap about 10 miles 
wide to the south-west. 

Southern Sector. . 
31. The city of Budapest fell to the Russians on the 13th after a six-week 

siege; the Russians report the capture of 110,000 prisoners dur ing the course of 
this fighting. The German element of the Budapest garrison was believed to have 
consisted Of 4 to 5 divisions (including elements of 2 panzer or panzer grenadier). 

General. 
32. A further 2 divisions from the west have been identified on the Eastern 

Front this month, making a total of 4 since the offensive began. I n addition, 
one division previously in I ta ly has been identified by the Russians in Hungary'. 
There is still no indication of the destination of the panzer division of 6 S.S. 
Panzer Army from the west which were believed destined for the Eastern Front ' 

Burma. 
33. On Ramree Island the town of Ramree was occupied by our troops on 

the 8th and more than two-thirds of the island is now in our hands. 
Japanese counter-attacks in the Kangaw area have continued but in 

diminishing strength. 
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I n the area west of the Chindwin, our forces have advanced to within 4 miles 
of Pakokku, where they are in contact with, the enemy. Further south, Allied 
troops on the 10th occupied the village of Seikpyu and on the 13th they effected 
a successful crossing of the Irrawaddy 4 miles south of Seikpyu. 

Our forces have also crossed the I r rawaddy in the area 30 miles west of 
Mandalay. Preliminary reports indicate that the first objectives were gained 
against negligible opposition. Further attacks have been launched against our 
perimeters at Thabeikkyin and Kyaukmyaung, although here, too, the strength 
of the attacks has diminished. During the heaviest of the attacks about 2 weeks 
ago, the Japanese employed 4 field batteries and 10 medium guns against our 
troops in the Kyaukmyaung bridgehead. . 

I n Northern Burma, Chinese patrols have reaShed a point 6 miles north of 
Namtu. 

China. (An outline map is included as an inset.) 
34. The Japanese continued their advance S.E. from Suichuan, and on the 

6th captured Kanchow. 

Philippines. 
Luzon. 

35. After some savage street and house to house fighting, 1 U.S. Cavalry 
Division and 37 U.S. Infantry Division have cleared the greater par t of 
Northern Manila. All the bridges over the river, which flows through the centre 
of Manila, were blown up by the Japanese, but both these U.S. divisions have 
now crossed to the southern part of the city, where street fighting continues. 
A column of 1 U.S. Cavalry Division has established contact with troops of 
11 U.S. Airborne Division in Southern Manila, while further troops of 11 U.S. 
Airborne Division have occupied the important naval base of Cavite. 

Strong U.S. reconnaissance patrols have thrust eastwards from the San Jose-
Cabahatuan area; one of these patrols has reached-the coast a t Dingalan Bay, 
without contact, while another has penetrated to within 5 miles of Baler. 

The main Japanese resistance has continued to be on the U.S. left flank, 
where fierce fighting, including Japanese counter-attacks, has taken place on a 
front stretching from Bosario in the north to San Jose. Troops of 32 U.S. 
Infantry Division have forced ia way through a pass to the N.E. of San Manuel 
and established a road block on the main road leading to Northern Luzon at a 
point 20 miles north of San Jose. 

Japanese casualties up to the 9th amount to 21,230 killed and 256 prisoners; 
in addition some 200 enemy tanks have been destroyed. 

A I R SITUATION, 

Europe. 
United Kingdom. 

36. Fighter Command flew 71 defensive sorties. Attacks against long-range 
rocket sites are referred to in paragraph 38. 

Home Waters. 
37. Home-based aircraft of Coastal Command flew 1,072 sorties; 11 aircraft 

are missing. 
On the 9th, 30 Beaufighters, escorted by 12 Mustangs, attacked 8 ships 

stationary in Ford Fiord (N. of Sognefiord). Of 10 F.W. 190's encountered after 
the attack had been made 3 were shot down and 3 damaged: 9 Beaufighters were 
shot down (6 by flak) and one Mustang failed to return. From photographs it 
appears that a destroyer was severely hit and a sperrbrecher was smoking aft of 
the bridge. 

During the course of other anti-shipping operations, a 2,500-ton ship was left 
sinking S.E. of Altoen, and a motor coaster off the Frisian Islands was damaged. 

The E-boat pens a t Ijmuiden were bombed with good results by small forces 
of Lancasters	 and Fortresses. 

Bomber Command aircraft laid 269 sea-mines. 



Western Europe. 
38. During the week ended dawn on the 14th" aircraft of S.H.A.E.F. (Air) 

flew 13,597 sorties and dropped 6,934 tons of bombs. In the week ended dawn on 
the 15th Bomber Command and the U.S. V I I I Bomber Command flew 7.435 
sorties and dropped 16,152 tons, while Fighter Command and the U.S. V I I I 
Fighter Command flew 3,279 sorties. Seventy-four enemy aircraft were destroyed; 
188 Allied aircraft are missing. 

The weather experienced over the battle front was reasonably good through
out the week, except on the 12th, when it was so bad that the total number of 
sorties flown by all the above commands was reduced to under 30. 

Adverse weather at home bases restricted operations in strength by heavy 
bombers to three nights and two days. On the night of the 8/9th Bomber 
Command aircraft delivered two attacks in clear weather on the synthetic oil 
plants at Pol i tz ; a total of over 1,600 tons was dropped, which left the whole 
target alight with fires visible from a distance of 100 miles; concentrated bombing 
(650 tons) was also carried out against a similar target a t Wanne-Eickel . On 
the following day a force of 1,187 U.S. heavies was despatched which, amongst 
other targets, attacked, mainly with unobserved results, the rai lway centre at 
Magdeburg (550 tons), the synthetic oil plant at Lutzkendorf (516 tons), the arma
ment plant at Weimar (427 tons)' and the railway viaducts at Altenbeken, 
Arnsberg and Bielefeld (520 tons). In the course of these operations the only 
serious enemy opposition by day to be experienced during the week was 
encountered, some 200 enemy aircraft being sighted, of which the fighter escort 
destroyed 19, whilst a further 37 aircraft were reported to have been destroyed 
on the ground, of which the majority were at Kolleda. 

On the night 13th/14th the first heavy attack of the war on Dresden was 
delivered. The bombing was well concentrated and 1,471 tons of H.E. and 1,175 
tons of incendiary bombs were dropped, leaving the town well ablaze with smoke 
rising to 15,000 feet. The synthetic oil plant at Bohlen (11 miles S. of Leipzig) 
was also bombed (756 tons) the same night. 

The night ' s attack on Dresden was followed up by Fortresses dropping 
689 tons on the town on the following day, when the rail centres of Chemnitz 
(642 tons) and Magdeburg (725 tons) were the other two principal targets of 
the day. Chemnitz was again heavily attacked during the night of 14th/15th 
when 2,104 tons were dropped through cloud. Concentrated bombing (825 tons) 
on the synthetic oil plant a t Rositz (21 miles S. of Leipzig) was also carried out. 
I t is to be noted, that over 4,000 sorties were flown by aircraft of Bomber Com
mand and the U.S. V I I I Bomber Command during the 36 hours ended dawn on 
the 15th. 

Other operations by heavies during the week included an attack through 
cloud on the railway centre a t Hohenbudberg (633 tons) and four at tacks against 
the oil depot at Dulmen in the course of which over 1,000 tons were released. 
Mosquitoes, in strength of between 42 and 78 aircraft, bombed Berlin (twice), 
Hanover, S tu t tgar t and Magdeburg. 

On the battle front bombers of S.H.A.E.F. (Air) attacked communications, 
enemy movements, defended villages and other objectives. The best results 
reported were those from attacks carried out by Stirlings and Halifaxes on enemy 
billets and communication centres on the 2nd Brit ish Army front, by Mosquitoes 
on the towns of Geldern and Viersen and by U.S. mediums on the communication 
centres of Geldern, Kavelaer, Eschweiler and Golzheim. Fighter-bombers and 
fighters provided close support for Allied troops, attacked a variety of targets 
and flew offensive sweeps; some 5,500 such sorties were flown over the northern 
sector of the front and successful missions include those which inflicted much 
damage on three enemy headquarters and which destroyed the railroad bridge a t 
Neuss; about 3,850 sorties were flown on the central sector, the espionage school 
at Rauenthal being destroyed on the 13th, whilst about 2,750 were flown on the 
southern sector. Over all sectors about 900 locomotives and more than 
11,000 rai l and road vehicles, including many horsedrawn, are reported to have 
been destroyed or damaged. 

Fighter Command flew over 150 sorties against long-range rocket installations 
in Holland, in the course of which 21 Spitfires scored hi ts and many near misses 
on the liquid oxygen factory at Hague/Loosduinen which resulted in a large 
flash, clouds of orange and blue smoke and many explosions. 

Enemy offensive activity over the battle areas continued to be on a negligible 
scale, and only some 50 tactical fighters operated on such days as weather 
permitted. Night fighter opposition to the attacks of Bomber Command did not 
exceed 150 /.200 sorties on any one night. 

(NOTE.—Appendix V I I gives Raid Assessments.) 



Southern Europe. 
39. In the week ended dawn on the 13th,. aircraft of the M.A.A.F. flew 

7,779 sorties, of which 1,519 were by heavy bombers, and dropped 4,846 tons of 
bombs. Fifteen enemy aircraft were destroyed and 68 Allied aircraft are missing. 

The weather improved, operations only being severely restricted on one day 
of the week. 

Bombers of the Strategic Air Force obtained good concentrations on the . 
rai l centre at W. Verona (180 tons), on the oil stores at Pola and on the harbour 
at Trieste. 

In Austr ia , 5 oil refineries near Vienna were attacked (1,133 tons) and also 
railway centres to the S.E. of that city (911 tons), all with unobserved results 
Accurate bombing is; however, reported from small-scale attacks on Graz, and on 
the airfield at Zwolfazing. 

The main effort of the Tactical Air Force continued to be directed against 
enemy communications in Northern Italy, particularly on the Brenner route, 
whilst close-support operations were also maintained. Successful attacks by night 
were carried out by Bostons, whilst Mitchells scored hits on a number of bridges. 
Operations by fighter-bombers and fighters resulted in railway lines being cut 
in about 200 places, in damage to about 50 bridges, and in the destruction of 
over 250 rail and road vehicles. 

In Yugoslavia, aircraft of the Balkan Ai r Force attacked shipping near Senj 
and railway and communication targets in the areas of Zagreb, Maribor, Sarajevo 
and Karlovac. Aircraft operating from Greece dropped leaflets over certain 
of the Dodecanese Islands. 

Russia. 
40. No details are known of the scale of operations undertaken by the 

Russian Ai r Forces in support of their armies. There has also been little news 
regarding G.A.F. activity on the Eastern Front ; it would appear, however, tha t 
operations have been only on a moderate scale, possibly due, in part , to shortage 
of fuel. 

Far East. 

Burma, Si am and French Indo-China. 
41. In the week ended dusk on the 12th, Allied aircraft flew 3,789 sorties, 

including 2,365 by bombers and fighter-bombers. In addition, Dakota transport 
aircraft fiew 5,578 sorties, carrying 4,696 men and 8,811 tons, and light transport 
aircraft flew 1,873 sorties, carrying 562 men and evacuating 533 casualties and 
men. Thirteen Allied aircraft are missing. 

I n Central Burma, the Arakan and the North Shan States, tactical aircraft 
continued to co-operate closely with Allied troops, successful attacks being made 
daily on enemy positions, communications and stores. Liberators dropped 309 tons . 
of bombs on artillery and troops at Singu and Myinmu (100 miles S.W. and 
40 miles west of Mandalay respectively). 

In Lower Burma and Siam, Super Fortresses and Liberators and fighters
attacked communications and supplies. About 620 tons of bombs were dropped on 
bridges and yards on the Burma-Siam railways several bridges, including an 
important one at Bangkok, were destroyed and tracks were destroyed in many 
places. I n a daylight attack on supply dumps in the Rangoon area, 673 tons were 
dropped, causing considerable damage. 

In French Indo-China, Super Fortresses dropped 222 tons, through cloud, 
on the dockyard and the arsenal at Saigon. 

Japan. 
42. Ninety-seven Super Fortresses dropped 185 tons on an aircraft factory 

a t Ota and 59 tons on other targets, with good results. Twenty enemy aircraft 
were destroyed and 46 damaged in combat; 11 Super Fortresses are missing. 

Pacific. 

43. In the Philippines, Liberators dropped 900 tons of bombs on fortifica
tions, gun positions and barracks on Corregidor and the Bataan Peninsula 
(Luzon). 



In the Manila and other areas, Mitchells and Bostons attacked troop concentra
tions and supplies while fighters provided close support for Allied troops. Attacks 
were also made on communications on Mindanao, an airfield on Negros and troop 
concentrations on Cebu. 

In Borneo, Liberators dropped 265 tons on three airfields, destroying several 
aircraft on -the ground, and 30 tons on troops and oil installations at Miri and 
Lutong. In the Celebes, small-scale attacks were made on mica mines, a radio 
station and communications. 

Activity was on an increased scale in New Britain, New Ireland and 
Bougainville, 650 sorties being flown, including 150 by heavy and medium 
bombers. The principal targets were airfields; supplies and camps in the Rabaul 
area. 

I n the Kazans and Ogasawaras, Super Fortresses and Liberators dropped 
350 tons on airfields, gun emplacements and other targets. , 

I n Formosa, heavy bombers attacked an airfield at Takao and an airfield and 
barracks a t H e i t o ; several aircraft on the ground and the barracks were destroyed. 
Off the coast, several small ships were sunk and a large ship was probably sunk. 

E N E M Y A C T I V I T Y A N D H O M E S E C U R I T Y . 

General. 


44. During the period 73 long-range rockets fell on land. This is the 
highest recorded number since such attacks began. 

There were 33 incidents in London, with the majority east of a line Waltham 
Holy Cross/Lewisham; outside London there were 32 . in Essex, 3 in Surrey, 
2 in Kent and 1 each in Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Suffolk. 

There were 10 incidents in which more than' 10 fatal casualties were recorded, 
including one with 31 fatal casualties, one with 28 and one with 26. The week's 
total is the highest casualty roll from rockets yet recorded, but in over 60 per 
cent, of the incidents casualties were negligible. 

Damage. 
45. A section of a Royal Ordnance factory has been closed (probably for 

a month) and at an important dock a fallen roadway bridge prevents all but 
shallow-draught vessels entering the dock. Three hospitals suffered serious 
damage and there has been temporary dislocation on railways. 

Apa r t from widespread blast damage, in few incidents were there more than 
10 houses actuallv demolished, but in the two incidents where casualties were 
highest, 12 four-storey houses a,nd 20 houses, with a block of fiats, were 
demolished. 

Casualties. 
46. The estimated civilian casualties from long-range rockets for the week 

ending 0600 hours on the 14th were :— 

Killed Serious. Missing. 
London 168 5 8 0 ' 8 
Elsewhere 12 44 

180 624 8 
\ 



A P P E N D I X A, 


Mine Watching. 


The closing down of the Mine Watching in the ILK. brings to an end an 
organisation which was raised to meet a servicemenace. In the early par t of 1941 
the enemy achieved considerable success in laying mines from aircraft in docks, 
basins and harbours in various parts of the country as well as in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and Suez Canal. The first step towards dealing with this menace 
was considered to be the accurate spotting of the fall of such mines. 

A number of ratings of the higher age groups were specially recruited for the 
purpose, the numbers at their peak reaching nearly 2,000. Officers with M / S 
experience, but temporarily recommended for shore service, were put in charge 
of the larger and more important posts, and their assistants were specially entered 
or taken from recently-commissioned R.N.V.R. officers. The men were trained 
to use bearing boards and frequently exercised, and they were also, trained in 
elementary seamanship, signals, boat work, dock clearance and small arms. 

I t was obvious that this number of men could not supply coverage for the 
whole of the ports round the coast, and steps were taken to enlist outside help. 
Later thousands of non-service men were employed. In the London river area 
alone there were over 1,200 posts manned by R.A.F., Home Guard, and civilians 
of all sorts, together with the crews of H M . and merchant ships. I t was also 
in London that the experiment was made with W.R.N.S. minewatchers, and 75 of 
these were trained and housed in a depot at Richmond, from which they manned 
a number of posts from Westminster up, mostly guarding the river bridges; they 
produced excellent results and were most conscientious watchers. 

As,our defences got better and tb-e Allied air strength gradually equalled 
and then exceeded that of the enemy, the M W  . force was reduced. I t was 
maintained on the South and East coasts until the invasion had been in progress 
for some time, but the enemy was obviously unable to take advantage of the 
targets so provided, and it is now considered that he will not be able to do so in 
the future. 



A P P E N D I X I. 

Merchant Vessels (excluding Commissioned Merchant Vessels) of all tonnages 
lost by enemy action during the month of January 1945. 

Table I. 

The following table shows the division of losses into cause and nationality :— 

Other CausesSurfaceU-Boat . Mine. Aircraft. and Cause Tota l .Craft. Unknown.
FlagFlag.. 

Gross Gross Gross Gross Gross GrossNo. No. No. No. No. No.Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons . Tons. Tons. 

British 5 30,010 3 13,316 1 2,365 ... 9 45,691 

A l l i e d -
Norwegian .. . . . . 3 4,342 1 3,036 4 7,378 

United S ta te s ... 2 . 14,374 i 7,176 3 21,550 


Total of Allied L o s s e s 5 18,716 1 3,036 l 7,176 7 28,928 

Neutral Countries ... 
" \ 

Total 10 48,726 4 16,352 1 2,365 I 7,176 1 6 74,619 

Table II. 


The following table shows the division of losses into cause and area:— 


Other CausesSurfaceU-Boat . Mine. Aircraft. and Cause Total .Craft. Unknown.
AreaArea.. 

Gross Gross Gross Gross Gross GrossNo. No . No. No . No. No.Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons . Tons. Tons . 

AtlanticAtlantic—— 
NortNorthh 5 29,168 5 29,168 

SoutSouthh ...... . .. ... 

IndiaIndiann OceaOceann 

PacifiPacificc AreaAreass 1 7,176 1 7,176 

MediterraneaMediterraneann 

UniteUnitedd KingdoKingdomm CoastaCoastall 
WaterWaterss ( includin(includingg 
ChannelChannel)) ...... ...... 5 19,558 3 9,133 8 28,691 

ElsewherElsewheree ( includin(includingg 
NortNorthh SeSeaa anandd BarentBarentss 
SeaSea^̂ ...... 1 7,219 1 2,365 2 9,584 

TotaTotall . .. . .. 10 48,726 4 16,352 1 2,365 1 7,176 16 74,619 
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Table III . 
The following table shows the ships convoyed and the losses inflicted by 

enemy action on Atlantic, Indian Ocean and United Kingdom Coastal Convoys 
during January 1945 (including operational convoys). 

Number Convoyed.(a) Losses by e n e m y aetiuu, 

Convoys. 
I n E x Convoys. Ships. Convoy. Convoy. 

To and from United Kingdom ... . . . . . . .  .. 53 1,427 

Uni ted Sta tes to Gibraltar and W e s t Africa and return. . 10 480 

Caribbean and Western Atlantic ... 120 430 

S u b - T o t a l - A t l a n t i c Ocean 183 2,337 

Indian Ocean ... 25 50 

United Kingdom Coastal 144 2,527 

G R A N D ToTAL(b) ' . . .  . 352 4,914 8 

(a) The convoys included in the table are those arriving at their dest inat ions in the month," 
and the losses are the losses in those convoys . 

(6) There remains the matter of Mediterranean convoys , which deal w i th a large v o l u m e 
of shipping, m u c h of i t for short voyages , and which, if shown in the form se t out above, 
would bs* somewhat mis leading. During the month 186 ships were convoyed without loss 
by e n e m y action in 41 of the principal Mediterranean c o n v o y s . ' 
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A P P E N D I X II . 


Total Losses by Enemy Aotion and Marine Causes of Merchant Ships outside Enemy 
Control, including Tankers but excluding Fleet Auxiliaries, Merchant Ships commissioned 
for Naval Service, American Merchant Ships owned by or on bare-boat charter to the 

Armed Services, and other United Nations Merchant Ships similarly employed. 
(Including vessels of all tonnages for losses by enemy action and vessels of 100 gross tons 

and over for losses by marine causes.) 
A.—Losses from all Causes. 

(Tonnage in Thousand Gross Tons.) 

Brit ish. Allied. Neutral . Total. 

PeriodPeriod.. 

No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. . No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage . 

September-DecembeSeptember-Decemberr 19319399 
((44 monthsmonths)) 158 498 17 90 147 346 322 934 

19419400 .. . .. . .. 728 2,725 201 822 416 1,002 1,345 4,549 

19419411 ...... .-.-.. -- -- 891 3,047 346 1,302 184 348 1,421 4,697 

TotalsTotals:: S e p t e m b eS e p t e m b err 1 9 3 91 9 3 9 --
DecembeDecemberr 19419411 ...... 1,777 i . 6,270 564 2,214 747 1,696 3,088 10,180 

(In Thousand Gross Tons.) 

Brit ish Control. Uni ted Sta tes 
Control; Others. Total. 

Period. 

No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage . 

942 1,100 5,235 534 2,572 229 537 1,863 8,344 

943: 1st quarter 
2nd quarter
3rd quarter 
4th quarter 

. 
191 
122 

87 
82 

961 
557 
432 
304. 

95 
48 
40 
44 

490 
271 
234 
197 

53 
20 
22 
22 

113 
36 
47 
62 

339 
190 
149 
148 

1,564 
8 6 4 
713 
563 

J944: 1st quarter 
2nd quarter
3rd quarter 

. 
68 
48 
53 

269 
164 
182 

44 
- 2  6 

21 

236 
119 

92 

35 
15 
21 

-27 
24 
46 

147 
89 
95 

532 
307 
320 

October 
November 
December 

9 
11 
23 

. 14 
35 
70 

5 
4 

10 

17 
11 
62 

4 
6 
4 

3 
3 
4 

18 
21 
37 

.  3 4 
49 

136 

^ 9 4 5 ; January 21 72 26 29 99 

Totals: January 
January 1945 

1942
1,815 8,295 878 4,327 432 903 3,125 13,525 

^ 
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B.—Losses analysed by Cause. 

(Tonnage in Thousand Gross Tons.) 

E n e m y Action. Marine Risk. 
-- )) 

Other Over- Other
PeriodPeriod.. or Non- TotalTotal..Sur- due,

U - , A ir :Mine. face U n - ,; Total . pre- E n e m y Total 
. boat. craft.craft. known s u m e d Cause. 

Cause. lost .* t 

S e p t e m b e r - D e c e m b eS e p t e m b e r - D e c e m b e rr 19319399 420 257 61 ' 3 4 745 12 177 189 934 
((44 monthsmonths)) 

19419400 '' ...... 2,103 510 518 557 189 3,877 99 573 672 4,549

19419411 2,133 230 493 968 321 4,145 92 460 552 4,697 

19419422 6,259 103 400 692 269 7,723 7 614 621 8,344 

19419433 :: 1s1stt quartequarterr 1,190 54 5 88 
12 

1,349 
9 

206 215 1,564 

2n2ndd quartequarterr ...... 701 18 19 30 768 96 96 864 

3r3rdd quartequarterr 450 12 15 143 622 81 91 7132 10 
4t4thh quartequarterr 251 32 9 161 453 110 110 563 

19441944:: 1s1stt quartequarterr ...... 328 15 16 39 398 1 133 134 532 

2n2ndd quartequarterr . .. . .. -- ...... 137 24 2 32 11 206 101 101 307 

3r3rdd quartequarterr 211 15 7 233 87 87 320 

OctobeOctoberr 7 5 12 22- 22 34 

NovembeNovemberr 21 1 1 * 23 26 26 49 

DecembeDecemberr 56 29 22 107 29 29 136 

19451945:: JanuarJanuaryy 49 17 2 7 75 8 16 24 99 

TotalsTotals:: SeptembeSeptemberr 1 9 3 91 9 3 9 --
JanuarJanuaryy 19419455 ... . .. 14,316 1,321 .1,548 2,742 809 20,736 238 2,731 2,969 23,705 

* S o m e of t h e s e losses m a y eventua l ly be held  to be due  to e n e m y action, 
t Including losses due to vesse l s running on Br i t i sh or All ied mines . 



Appendices III (A) and (B) will be published periodically. 

A P P E N D I X III. 

(C)	 Merchant Ships (100 gross tons and over) under construction in the United 
Kingdom as at 31st January, 1945. 

(Tonnage in thousand tons.) 

Tankers. Others. 

No. Gross Tons. No. Gross Tons. 

Coast inCoast ingg shipshipss anandd colliercollierss 9 6 41 46 

OtheOtherr shipshipss 36 279 146* 727 

TotaTotall  iinn ththee Uni teUni tedd KingdoKingdomm 45 285 187 773 . 

(Also 16 concrete vesse ls	 total l ing 2,000 gross ions. ) 

* Inc lud ing 2 vesse l s (2,000 gross tons) of merchant type being built for the Navy . 

In addition, the following merchant ships have been ordered in the United 
Kingdom:— 

No. Gross Tons. 
Tankers
Coasting Tankers
Other Ves se l s . . . . . .

 :.. ...
 . . .

 29
 28

 205 .

 234 
22 

546 

262 802 

A P P E N D I X IY will be published periodically. 

A P P E N D I X Y. 

Casualties to H.M. and Allied Auxiliary Yessels and to Naval Personnel. 

9th February.—Tug Hesperia driven ashore on the Libyan coast and a 
total loss. 

11th February.—-M.L. 183 sunk at Dieppe. 
12th February.—L.C.F . 8 seriously damaged by explosive motor boat at 

Split. 

The following casualties to naval personnel have been reported :—-
Officers: 6 killed; 2 missing; 2 wounded. 
Ratings : 62 killed; 1 missing; 29 wounded. 



A P P E N D I X YI. 

Imports under Departmental Programmes. 
(Thousand tons.) 

. Non-Tanker I m p o r t s ^ 1 ) 
TankeTankerr 

Imports. i /Imports. i / 11 )) ..Minis try of Ministry of Total.  ( 2 )Food. - Supply. 

1 9 4 41 9 4 41 9 4 4  ---
JanuarJanuarJanuaryyy 
FebruarFebruarFebruaryyy 
MarcMarcMarchhh 

843 
758' 
900 

964 
1,155 
1,003 

1,966 
2,126 
2,073 

977 
1,273 
1,537 

ApriApriAprilll 
MaMaMayyy
J u nJ u nJ u n eee . . .. . .. . .  ... 

. .. .. . ... . .. .. .... -- ..... .... 
789 

1,000 
1,123 

987 
1,104 

948 

1,992 
2,345 
2,352 

1,641 
2,031 
2,291 

'''
Ju lJu lJu lyyy 
AugusAugusAugusttt ..... .... 
SeptembeSeptembeSeptemberrr 

1,035 
1,010 

998 

816 
882 
817 

2,060 
2,102 
2,000 

-2,024 
2,326 
2,123 

October. .October. .October. . ... 914 1,104 -2,216 1,745 
NovembeNovembeNovemberrr ......... ,,, . .. .. .... 1,044 1,155 2,371 1,541 

... DecembeDecembeDecemberrr 776 985 1,923 1,473 

194194194444 Total(*Total(*Total(*))) ..... .... 10,996 11,753 25,147 20,532 

194194194555 JanuarJanuarJanuaryyy (es t imated(es t imated(es t imated))) 800 898 1,838 1,504 

i1) Exc luding imports from Eire. The m o n t h l y figures of imports g iven in this table represent 
the es t imated we ights of the commodi t i e s included in the Trade and Navigat ion A c c o u n t s 
for each m o n t h and are unadjusted for small revisions subsequent ly made in the 
cumulat ive totals g iven in the accounts for later months . 

( 3 ) Inc luding muni t ions and misce l laneous imports under the Ministry of Product ion 
programme, and imports of muni t ions on Canadian Government account. 

(*) Petro leum products , molasses , unrefined whale oil, industrial alcohol and acetone. 
(*) Adjusted for revis ions and exc luding 36,000 tons of food and 23,000 tons of m u n i t i o n s 

dest ined for Europe and 104,000 tons of t imber as a replacement of supplies handed over 
to the U n i t e d States Army. 

A P P E N D I X YII. 

Allied Air Attacks on Germany. 

Extracts from Recent Raid Assessment Reports. 

Germany. 
Berlin.—Photographs taken on the 8th February, after the U.S.A.A.F. at tack 

on the same day, and a great many attacks by smaller forces of Bomber Command 
Mosquitos on various dates cover the central area and parts of the southern, 
eastern and western districts of the town. Severe destruction is visible in the 
hear t of the city, confirming strike photographs taken during the U.S.A.A.F. 
attack. 

I n this area industrial and residential damage is heavy, and includes further 
damage to Government offices along the Wilhelmstrasse, the Air Ministry, the 
Reich Chancellery, the Foreign Office, the Gestapo Headquarters, Goering's 
office in the Haus der Flieger, the Ministry of Transport and the State Secret 
Archives Office. Damage in the other areas ranges from moderate to severe, and 
many scattered incidents can be seen. Railway targets h i t include the Anhal ter 
and Schlesischer Stations and the Tempelhof marshalling yards, and amongst 
industrial plants affected are the A.E.G. Turbine Works (priority 1) and Jul ius 
Pintsch, torpedo components (priority 2). 



Goch.—Photographs taken on 10th February show that the Bomber 
Command tactical attack on the 7 th /8 th February has caused severe damage to 
the town. While damage is widespread, the heaviest concentration has fallen in 
the north-west section and the area adjacent to the marshalling yard, which has 
itself been cut by three concentrations of bombs. Craters block all the streets in 
that par t ' of the town north of the Niers river and west of the railroad, while 
damage to business and residential property is heavy, several blocks of buildings 
having been completely destroyed. 

Magdeburg - P h o t o g r a p h s taken on 8th February show that the greater pa r t 
of the old city has been destroyed. This has resulted in the main from the 
Bomber Command attack of 16th- l7 th January, and subsequent attacks by 
Mosquitos of Bomber Command on I7th-18th J anua ry and by the ILS. '8th Ai r 
Force on 3rd and 6th February have added to the damage. The area of devasta
tion is greatest within the limit of the old fortifications and extends northwards 
from the Cathedral towards Neustadt. In this area nearly all the important 
public buildings, including the Rathaus, the Municipal Theatre, the Kaiser 
Friedrich and Natural History Museum and the large Ravensburg barracks have 
been destroyed. Smaller areas of devastation have been caused in the western 
suburb of Wilhelmstadt and at Neustadt in the north, and in both these areas 
industrial damage is heavy. In the Buckau district the heavy engineering works 
of Friedrich K r u p p shows many points of fresh damage, and there is considerable 
destruction among hutments along the glacis of the old fortifications. Heavy 
damage has also been caused in the rai lway goods yard, and the main station and 
several of the adjoining railway sheds have been gutted or destroyed. In the dock 
area there is much destruction among the trans-shipment sheds and warehouses 
lining the quays. 

M/mnheim.—Photographs taken on 8th February show that the U.S.A.A.F. 
attack on 1st February caused further heavy damage to the Heinrich Lanz A.F.V. 
works, where the power station, a testing house, and a lathe shop have been 
gutted and two workshops severely damaged : a foundry, hot stamping and cutting 
shops, turning shop, assembly shop and many other buildings have been affected 
in varying degree. In addition a vehicle park and stores areas have been hit, 
and roads within the works considerably disrupted. 

Damage has also been inflicted on the adjoining factory of Joseph Vogele 
A.G. (makers of tank components, &c), the rolling mills being severely damaged, 
a boiler house gutted, and the general engineering assembly shop further affected. 

Munich.—A visitor to Munich in mid-January, shortly after the Bomber 
Command attack on 7th-8th, reports tha t the town was then a shambles with 
no gas, water or electric light. The streets had become mere footpaths and only 
in a few of the suburbs were there still some buildings left. All traffic 
had been brought to a standstill and public services had ceased 
in the town itself as well as in some of the suburbs, while rail traffic was only 
possible as far as the suburb of Pasing. Informant adds tha t the only two really 
bomb-proof shelters in Munich are reserved for Nazi " Bonzen," and that no one 
is allowed to shelter there, even though bombs are falling in the immediate vicinity, 
without wri t ten permission. 
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