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EDUCATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION 


Memorandum b y t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n . 

A t t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e Y/ar C a b i n e t h e l d o n D e c e m b e r 2 n d 

( W . M . ( 4 3 ) 1 6 5 t h C o n c l u s i o n s ) , I u n d e r t o o k t o g i v e f u r t h e r 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h e f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s ; 

1 , T i t l e o f t h e M i n i s t e r . 

P r o v i s i o n w i l l b e i n c l u d e d i n P a r t I o f t h e B i l l w h e r e b y 

t h e M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e t o h a v e t h e t i t l e o f 

" B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n " a n d t h e M i n i s t e r w i l l c o n t i n u e t o h a v e t h e 

t i t l e o f " P r e s i d e n t o f t h e B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n " . T h i s w i l l n o t 

n e c e s s i t a t e r e d r a f t i n g t h e r e s t o f t h e B i l l , w h e r e i t w i l l b e 

l e g i t i m a t e t o u s e t h e e x p r e s s i o n " M i n i s t e r " . 

2 * R e c o v e r y o f c o s t o f m e a l s . 

I h a v e e x a m i n e d t h e s u g g e s t i o n made b y t h e War C a b i n e t 

t h a t t h e m o s t s a t i s f a c t o r y c o u r s e w o u l d be t o o m i t f r o m t h e 

p r e s e n t B i l l a l l p r o v i s i o n s i n r e g a r d t o s c h o o l m e a l s . T h e r e 

a r e o b v i o u s a d v a n t a g e s i n t h i s c o u r s e . I n a n y c a s e , t h e p r e s e n t 

l e g a l b a s i s f o r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f s c h o o l m e a l s a n d m i l k 

^ c o n t i n u e s u n t i l 1 s t A p r i l , 1 9 4 5 , I t w i l l b e u n d e r s t o o d , h o w e v e r 

t h a t u n l e s s t h e f u t u r e o f s c h o o l m e a l s a n d m i l k h a B b e e n s e t t l e d 

i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e G o v e r n m e n t s s c h e m e f o r c h i l d r e n ^ 

a l l o w a n c e s "by t h a t d a t e * . t h e r e w i l l n e e d t o tee a n a m e n d i n g B i l l 

p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e s e s e r v i c e s . 

On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e W h i t e P a p e r s t a t e d - that t h e 

p r e s e n t p o w e r o f l o c a l e d u c a t i o n a u t h o r i t i e s o f p r o v i d i n g m e a l s 





a n d m i l k w o u l d b e c o n v e r t e d i n t o a d u t y , a n d i t h a s b e e n 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n c o u l d b e s a t i s f a c t o r i l y m e t b y 

t h e i n s e r t i o n o f a c l a u s e o n t h e f o l l o w i n g l i n e s : 

" I t s h a l l b e t h e d u t y o f t h e l o c a l e d u c a t i o n a u t h o r i t y 

t o m a k e p r o v i s i o n f o r t h e s u p p l y t o c h i l d r e n a n d y o u n g 

p e r s o n s i n a t t e n d a n c e a t c o u n t y s c h o o l s , a u x i l i a r y 

s c h o o l s , n u r s e r y s c h o o l s , s p e c i a l s c h o o l s a n d y o u n g 

p e o p l e ' s c o l l e g e s , o f m e a l s a n d m i l k t o s u c h e x t e n t 

a n d s u b j e c t t o s u c h c o n d i t i o n s ( i n c l u d i n g d i r e c t i o n s 

a s t o t h e r e c o v e r y o r n o n - r e c o v e r y o f t h e c o s t ) a s m a y 

b e d i r e c t e d b y o r d e r o f t h e M i n i s t e r . " 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n s e l a d v i s e s t h a t . , h a v i n g r e g a r d t o t h e 

s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e t o t h e r e c o v e r y o f c o s t i n r e s p e c t o f 

t h e p r o v i s i o n o f b o a r d i n g a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d c l o t h i n g , t h e . 

a b s e n c e o f a n y r e f e r e n c e t o r e c o v e r y o f c o s t i n r e s p e c t o f 

m e a l s a n d m i l k w o u l d c r e a t e a p r e s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e M i n i s t e r s 

p o w e r s t o m a k e c o n d i t i o n s d i d n o t e x t e n d t o t h e r e c o v e r y o f 

t h e c o s t . 

A c l a u s e o n t h e s e l i n e s w o u l d b e i n s u b s t i t u t i o n f o r 

C l a u s e 4 8 . C l a u s e 5 0 w o u l d r e m a i n b e c a u s e t h e p r o v i s i o n o f 

c l o t h i n g i s n o t o n a l l - f o u r s w i t h t h e p r o v i s i o n o f m e a l s a n d 

m i l k a n d i s , m o r e o v e r , o n l y a p o w e r a n d n o t a d u t y . 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y C o u n s e l h a s u n d e r t a k e n t o r e d r a f t 

C l a u s e 5 1 t o c o v e r r e c o v e r y o f c o s t i n r e s p e c t o f b o a r d i n g 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n a n d c l o t h i n g o n l y . 

W h e t h e r p r o v i s i o n s r e g a r d i n g m i l k a n d m e a l s a r e i n c l u d e d 

i n t h e B i l l o r n o t , i t w i l l b e n e c e s s a r y , i n a n y m e m o r a n d u m 

a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e B i l l , t o e x p l a i n t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n i n r e g a r d 

t o t h e p r o v i s i o n o f m e a l s a n d m i l k w i l l h a v e t o b e a d a p t e d i n 

c o n f o r m i t y w i t h s u c h d e c i s i o n a s t h e G o v e r n m e n t m a y t a k e a b o u t 

c h i l d r e n 1 s a l l o w a n c e s u n d e r t h e S o c i a l S e c u r i t y s c h e m e . 





3 o Dutiesof teachers in relation to school meals 
If there were no reference to milk and meals in the Bill, 


sub-section (St) of Clause 49 would automatically disappear0 


If, however, a clause on the lines suggested in paragraph 2 


were adopted, it would be'necessary to define the position 


of teachers in relation to school -meals0 


My colleagues asked me to reconsider the wording of 


Clause 49(2), This clause gives the local education authority 


new powers enabling them to require teachers to exercise 


supervisory functions in relation to school meals, but not to 


require them to undertake other duties in relation thereto0 


The present position is governed by Section 85 of the 


Education Act, 1921, which reads as follows 


"No teacher seeking employment or employed in a public 


elementary school shall be required as, part of his duties 


to supervise or assist, or to abstain from supervising or 


- ass: ntj 'V2, in the provision of meals, or in the collection 
of the cost thereof", 
(There is no similar provision in the Scottish Education Acts 
Teachers have shown themselves very ready to participate 

in this work on a voluntary basis, a fact to which the success 


of the School Meals Service is very largely due, 'Some . 

Authorities have taken advantage of the readiness of teachers to 


help hy requiring them to undertake the duties of kitchen-hands0 


Such a use of teaching power is an unwarrantably extravagant way 


of carrying out this service, since in peace-time far cheaper 


labour is locally available for carrying out the preparation and 


serving of the meals 


I would, therefore, prefer to leave Clause 49(2) as it stands 
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Board of Education, 


3rd December, 19436 ­








