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WAR_CABINET "

DESPATCH OF FORCES ‘TO _NORWEGIAN PORTS.

Note by the Seoretary.

By direction of the Prime Minister I circulate herewith
a Memorandum prepared in the War Offise.

In view of the highly secret charaeter of the Mermorandum,
it is requested that all copies may bercbamned at the eonclusion

of the meeting of the War Cabinet at which it is considered.

(Signed) E.E. BRIDGES.

Seoretsry.

{Riehmond Terraece, S W.1,

10th January, 1940.
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It is requested that special care may be taken to
ensure the secrecy of this document.

WAR COABINET.
DESPATCH OF FORCES TO NORWEGIAN PCRTS.

Memorandum by the War Office.

3 At the meeting of the War Cabinet on 3rd January,
the Secretary o State fer War was requested, in
consultation with his Service aolleagues and the Minister
¢f Shipping, to arrange for the preparation of detailed
plane for the oceupation ef Stavanger, Bergen, and Trondheim
and ‘to submit a report as seen as possible, showing:-

(a) What would be 1mmﬂdiatély involved

and

(D) What might be involveé at a subsequeht date,
in the abave operations.

In particular, an early report was requested as te

the earliest date on which the forces could pe ready to sail.

2. The plans for the despatch e¢f the military ferces
"which will be immediately involved, are now sufficiently

advanced for the War 0ffice to be able to inform dhe Wer Csabinet
regarding these forces and the date by which they could be

degpatched.,

8. The following ferce would be reguired:-

Force Headquarters and Signals.
Five infantry battalisnes.
One Pield Company, Reyal Enginesrs.
Ancillary personnel.
The tobal strength of the above ferce is seme 5,500

men of whom approximately 3,200 are infantry.

<2
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4, The role of -the force would Be to deny to the enemy .the

use of the naval and air facilities at Bergen, Stavanger, and

Trondheim.
8. The following would be the general initial -dispositions:-
H.Q. Force.
Bergen Twa infantry babtalions.
( Small datéghment Royal Engineers.
Two infanbry battalions.
Stavancer -

~{ Detachment Royal Engineers.

Trondheim One infantry battalion.

ﬁ. Detailed arrangements regarding the despatch of the
Force are being made by tha'War Office in conjunction with the
departments concerned. If the decision to despatch the Force
ﬁere taken at any time prior to noon on 15th January, the
earliest time by which the force for Stavanger could be
embarked ready to leave the United Kingdem is the evening of
1sbth January. The remainder could be embarked ready to leave -
the Unité& Kingdom by the Evening of 17th January.

The holding of a certain amount ef rolling stock is
necessary so long as the fofce remains at such short notice to

Mmoves.

7a It must be emphasised that it is not possible to send any
vehicles with the force and that the_administrative services
have had to be reduced to é bare minimum. At =2ach destination
reliasnce is being placed upon the possibility of billeting, of
making loeal purchases, of hiring tfanapﬂrt, and of using
Nerwegian heospital accommodation. Once the force has landed it
will ﬁharefofs be able to-earry nutlita rele only if assured. of
the centinual na—nperaticﬁ of the local civil and military
auihorifies.

Finally it must bs realised that no part of the force 1s
crganisad to effect a iandiné against eppositien.
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SUBSEQUENT TM>=] ICATIONS.

8. There remsins the guestion of what might be

involved at a subsequent date in these operati ins. The
gize of the forces to be sent initially to each of the three
porte is governed largely by the scale of enemy attack which
it is estimated might be brought agsinst them under the
climatic conditions which are likely to prevail between now
and the spring. WWhen, hewever, weather conditions and the
melting of the snow make free movement possible, these forces
will be inadequate to éarrg out the role now alletted. For
example, larger areas will become exposed to parachute
landings. On the information at our disposal it is not
possible to make an accurate foresast of the mdditional
troops that would be reguired, but it is likely to be of

the order of an extra one or possibly two basttalions at

each port. Moreover, complete reliance could not continue
to be placed upon locally provided transport. In order to
possess the neoéssary taetical mobility units would reguire

a certain nmumber of military vehicles.

9. By undertaking these operations in Norway we might
place Sweden in the position of having to declare herselfl
for the Germans or for the Allies. If she dselared herselfl
for the Allies we ought, both on moral greunds and in our
own interests, to undertake the major operation outlined

in W.P.(39) 180; in this pase Trondheim would assume

great importance as a base. If Sweden declared herself

for Germany, it is possible that the situastion of our

Forces at the three ports might b&énme untensable. The

most they might achieve would be to do as much damsge to

the aerodromes &s possible before being withdrawn.
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OTHE: CONSIDERATIONS WHICH MIGHT LE.D TO N INCRE.SED
OMMITMENT. S R R S
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10. It may also prove desirsble st a later date to

make certain changes in the role of the forces, and these

L

possible changes; though npt strictly relevant to the
present operations, should be talten into considerstion.

The changes might be:-

(a) The aerodrome at Stavanger may be required for

AR i il e el it

i use by the R.A.F. as distinct from preventing its

e s

SRS R T .

use by the enemy. Since this would entail
controlli g & considersbly larger area of country
than is required merely to deny the aerodrome to

the enemy, the foree at this point would have to be

increased, the extent of the increasse depending

L

upon the cirecumstances at the time. Moreover,
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a considerable organisation would be reguired.
(b) The laying of the Northern Barrsge may involve
an addition to the role of the force at Bergen.

Until the Chiefs of Staff have examined the full
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implications of this projeect, it is not possible

to estimate what demands may be made on the Army

for this purpose.

(¢) We might have to yield to the strong pressure
whiech l~rway would be likely to put on us teo
inerease the Allied forees supporting her against

the danger of German attack.
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