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CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the War Cabinet held in the Prime Ministers 
Room, House of Commons, S.W. 1, on Thursday, October 10, 1940, at 
11-30 A.M. 

Present: 
The Right Hon. WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, M.P., Prime Minister (in the Chair). 

The Right Hon. C. R. ATTLEE, M.P., The Right Hon. Sir JOHN ANDERSON, 
Lord Privy Seal (Items 2-9). M.P., Lord President of the Council. 

The Right Hon. VISCOUNT HALIFAX, The Right Hon. A . GREENWOOD, M.P., 
Secretary of State for Foreign Minister without Portfolio. 
Affairs. 

The Right Hon. LORD BEAVERBROOK, The Right Hon. Sir KINGSLEY WOOD, 
Minister of Aircraft Production. M.P., Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The following were also present 
The Right Hon. HERBERT MORRISON, The Right Hon. VISCOUNT CRANBORNE, 

M.P., Secretary of State for the M . P . , Secretary of State for 
Home Department and Minister of Dominion Affairs. 
Home Security (Item 1 ) . 

The Right Hon. LORD LLOYD, Secretary The Right Hon. A. V  . ALEXANDER, 
of State for the Colonies (Items M . P . , First Lord of the Admiralty. 
5 - 9 ) . 

The Right Hon. ANTHONY EDEN, M.P., The Right Hon. Sir ARCHIBALD 
Secretary of State for War. SINCLAIR, Bt., M . P . , Secretary of 

State for Air. 
The Right Hon. A. D U F F COOPER, M.P., Captain the Right Hon. H. D. 

Minister of Information. MARGESSON, M . P . , Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Treasury (Item 1). 

Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir Admiral of the Fleet' Sir DUDLEY 
CYRIL L . N . NEWALL, Chief of the POUND, First Sea Lord and Chief of 
Air Staff (Items 5 - 9 ) . Naval Staff (Items 5 - 9 ) . 

General Sir JOHN DILL, Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff (Items 5 - 9 ) . 

Secretariat. 
Sir EDWARD BRIDGES. 
Major-General Sir HASTINGS ISMAY. 
Mr. W . D . WILKINSON. 
Mr. L. F. BURGIS. 
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Parliament. 
Bill to extend 
the duration of 
the present 
Parliament. 

Parliament. 
Alternative 
Place of 
Meeting. 
(Previous 
lief erence: 
W.M. (39) 49th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 15.) 

Italy. 
Proposed 
declaration of 
danger zones off 
the coast of 
Italian Bast 
African 
Territories. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 200th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 16.) 

The War Cabinet had before them a Memorandum by the 
Home Secretary (W.P. (G.) (40) 255) covering a draft Bill in two 
alternative forms:— 

(a)	 Prolonging the life of Parl iament for one year after 
25th November, 1940, and making provision for further 
prolongations by means of Orders in Council, on the 
presentation of addresses by both Houses of Parliament. 

(6) Prolonging the life of Parl iament for one year only. 
The Home Secretary preferred the first course, although the 

second had been followed during the last war. 
The Prime Minister and the Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Treasury favoured the second course, which they thought would 
be tha t desired by the House of Commons as a whole. 

I t was suggested tha t during the debates on the present Bill, 
questions such as redistribution, proportional representation, 
the single transferable vote, &c, might be raised. I t was the view 
of the War Cabinet that it would be wholly inappropriate to deal 
with such matters during the war. 

The War C a b i n e t 
(a) Invited	 the Home Secretary to introduce, as soon as 

possible, a Bill to extend the duration of the present 
Parl iament for one year only. 

(6) Agreed that	 if redistribution and similar matters should 
be raised during the debates on the Bill, the line to be 
taken on behalf of the Government should be tha t such 
matters could not be considered until the end of the 
war. 

2. The War Cabinet instructed the Secretary to inform the 
appropriate authorit ies of their views as follows :— 

(1) That	 alternative quarters for meetings of the Houses of 
Parl iament within the neighbourhood of the Palace of 
Westminster should forthwith be made ready and a 
scheme submitted for meetings to be held in the 
alternative quarters by way of rehearsal. 

(2) That these arrangements should be	 completed within the 
next ten days. 

3. The War Cabinet had before them a Memorandum by the 
First Lord of the Admiralty (W.P. (40) 409) proposing that a 
notice should be issued to mariners declaring tha t all vessels 
navigating within 30 miles of Eritrea, British Somaliland and 
Italian Somaliland would do so at their risk and peril. I t was 
proposed to instruct the Commander-in-Chief, Eas t Indies, to use 
his discretion in authorising attacks on' shipping and to have due 
regard to the safety of native dhows and of legitimate shipping 
entering and leaving the Red Sea. 

The War C a b i n e t -
Approved the action proposed by the First Lord of the 
Admiralty in W.P. (40) 109, 
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Air Raid 
Warnings. 
Effect on 
aircraft 
production. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 256th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 5.) 

Palestine. 
Recruitment of 
Jewish units for 
general service 
in the British 
Army. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 39th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 13.) 

4. The War Cabinet had before them two Memoranda by the 
Minister of Aircraft Production circulated as W.P. (40) 408. 

Reference was made to the strike which had been in progress 
at Coventry for more than a fortnight. Public feeling was said to 
be running high against the strikers. 

The discussion was adjourned unti l the Minister of 
Labour and National Service could be present. 

5. The War Cabinet had before them a Memorandum by the 
Secretary of State for War (W.P. (40) 404) asking for approval for 
a proposal to raise Jewish uni ts for general service in the Brit ish 
Army. 

In discussion the following points were made :— 
(1)	 The Secretary of State for War said that the proposal had 

originated with Dr. Weizmann. The arrangements 
now recommended for Cabinet approval had been 
agreed with the Colonial Secretary and with 
Dr. Weizmann. 10,000 Jews were to be recruited for 
incorporation in special Jewish units . Not more than 
3,000 of these would be drawn from Palestine. Most 
of the rest would be drawn from the United States, 
although some would be refugees from Germany. 

The view was expressed tha t it was right and 
natural that Jews who had been maltreated by the 
enemy should be given an opportunity to take up arms 
against them. 

(2) I t	 was suggested tha t the assent of the United States 
Government would be required before organised 
recruiting for our Army could take place in tha t 
country. 

(3) We	 must not run the risk of a propaganda outcry being 
raised tha t the Jews, who were responsible for the 
outbreak of the war, were now seeking to drag 
America into their quarrel. 

(4) I t	 was generally agreed that there could be no question 
of a Jewish recruiting campaign being opened in the 
United States unti l after the Presidential Election. 

The Minister of Aircraft Production doubted the 
wisdom of this country recruiting Jews in America 
even after the election. 

(5) There	 might have been advantages in arranging for the 
Jewish uni ts to be trained in the Middle East . 
Dr. Weizmann, however, had not advocated this, which 
would have inflamed feeling among the Arabs. Again, 
when the training of the Jewish uni ts was complete, 
it would seem natural for them to go to the Middle 
East . But no commitments could be entered into to 
this effect at the present stage. 

(6)	 The Colonial Secretary said tha t he had, in deference to 
the views held in the Cabinet on Whi te Paper policy, 
done all he could with Dr. Weizmann, on the one hand, 
and others concerned, on the other, to arrive at a plan 
for Jewish armed co-operation in the war, always 
provided tha t Jewish units were recruited not as a 
Jewish army, but for general service in the British 
Army. None the less the situation in the Middle 
Eas t and the Moslem world was becoming daily more 

,	 critical, and, unless both the timing of the recruitment 
as well as the presentation of this project were put 



Naval, Military 
and Air 
Operations. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 268th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 1.) 
Air Operations. 

forward with the greatest care, he believed that there 
was a serious danger tha t Moslem feeling in the 
Middle Eas t and, indeed, beyond it, would be inflamed 
and grave danger result. He felt i t his duty to warn 
the Cabinet of the importance of doing nothing to 
upset Moslem feeling. This had been continually 
stressed by every important British authority without 
exception in the areas concerned. He did not ask tha t 
the proposal under consideration should be abandoned, 
but that it should be deferred until the highly critical 
situation now present in the Middle East cleared up or 
developed. 

(6)	 The Foreign Secretary was clear that there could be no 
question now of abandoning the scheme. Nevertheless, 
he was somewhat anxious lest Dr. Weizmann should 
use injudicious methods in his recruiting campaign in 
America. In particular, it was most undesirable that 
that there should be any appeals to " come and defend 
Palestine." 

The War C a b i n e t 
(a) Gave general approval in principle to the proposals in 

W.P . (40) 404. 
(&) Decided that	 the measures necessary to give effect to the 

scheme set out in this Paper would have to be further 
considered after the United States Presidential 
Election. 

(c) Invited the Secretary of State	 for the Colonies (on behalf 
of the Secretary of State for War) to see Dr. Weizmann 
and inform him of the above decisions. Dr. Weizmann 
should also be informed tha t no announcement must 
be made, and no action taken, in this matter until after 
the Presidential Election. 

(d)	 Agreed tha t it should be impressed on Dr. Weizmann that 
no guarantee could be given as to the theatre in which 
the force, when trained and equipped, would serve. 

6. The Chief of the Air Staff reported tha t on the previous 
day there had been three main enemy attacks, of which two had 
penetrated to London and one had crossed over Kent and the 
Thames Estuary. It was believed that these attacks had been 
made by Messerschmitts 109's. 

Casualties had been :— 
Our own

1 machine (pilot safe). 

Enemy— 
4 certain. 

4 probable. 

5 damaged. 


On the ' previous night the enemy air activity had been rather 
heavier than usual, and amongst places hit was St. Paul 's 
Cathedral, where the choir and altar had been badly damaged. 

Discussion ensued as to whether publicity should be given to 
the damage to St. Paul 's . I t was important not to give the enemy 
information of operational value by publishing reports of damage 
caused. I t was noticeable that the enemy had ceased to give 
particulars of the damage which we had caused in Germany. 



Naval
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T h e S u d a n .

Blockade 
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A t t i t u d e 
t o w a r d s Soviet 
absorpt ion of 
t h e B a l t i c 
S t a t e s . 
(Prev ious 
R e f e r e n c e : 
W . M . (40) 245th 
Conclus ions , 
M i n u t e 5.) 

The Chief of the Air Staff saw no objection to publication in 
this case of the fact that St. Paul 's had. been hit, provided this 
was not taken as a ruling of general application. 

The War Cabinet agreed— 
That full publicity should be given to the attack on 
St. Paul 's Cathedral, including photographs of the 
damage done. The time at which the attack had taken 
place should not, however, be stated. 

On the previous night our bomber aircraft had attacked Calais 
and marshalling yards in Germany. A number of propaganda 
leaflets had also been dropped in occupied France. 

 The First Sea Lord reported tha t the Oronsay, which had been 
 bombed on the 8th October, had now reached the Clyde. 

Three merchant ships totalling 18,000 tons had been sunk on 
the previous day, and another of 4,000 tons damaged. I t was 
hoped to bring this last ship into port. 

The Chief of the Imperial General Staff reported tha t air 
 reconnaissance had reported an advance by three enemy columns, 

 consisting of 200 motor transports and tanks from Bir Enbar. 
After proceeding some 15 miles eastward the column had turned 
round and withdrawn towards the point from which they had 
started. This would appear to have been a reconnaissance in 
force. Elements of our mobile force were keeping the enemy 
under observation. 

 There had been some movement by enemy forces from 
Kurmuk. This probably represented an at tempt to strengthen 
their left, possibly as a preliminary to a thrust towards the 
railway. 

The War Cabinet took note of the above statements. 

7. The First Lord of the Admiralty referred to telegram 
No. 2223 from Washington as to the interception of empty cargo 
ships on their way to West African ports. With the forces 
at present available it was difficult to maintain an effective 
blockade of both Dakar and of Libreville. To which port should 
preference be given ? 

The Prime Minister thought that this mat ter had better be 
considered at a meeting to be specially arranged. 

The War Cabinet took note of this statement. 

8. The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs referred to 
telegram No. 840 from Sir Stafford Cripps, containing a further 
suggestion for settling the points at issue between this country 
and the Soviet Government in regard to the assets of the Baltic 
States. Sir Stafford's suggestion was ingenious. I t was, 
however, a cardinal principle of our policy that we should 
endeavour to carry the United States Government with us, and 
the first step was to satisfy ourselves that they would not see 
serious objection to a settlement on the lines proposed. 

Subject to this, he was disposed to allow Sir Stafford to 
a t tempt to reach a settlement with the U.S.S.R. on the lines of 
his proposal. 

The War C a b i n e t -
Approved generally the course of action proposed by the 
Foreign Secretary. 
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Reinforcements 
for the Middle 
East. 

9. Reference was made to a number of reports as to possible 
German intentions. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs referred to a report 
indicating that the German military authorities had been 
studying the possibility of action in Greece and Yugoslavia, and 
tha t an a t tempt to invade this country had been postponed until 
the Spring of 1.941. 

The Prime Minister said that evidence was still accumulating 
tha t preparations for invasion were still going forward and that it 
would be premature to dismiss the possibility of an at tempt being 
made. Nevertheless, we should have to consider in the near 
future the extent to which we could afford to reinforce the Middle 
Eas t at the expense of this country. 

Reference was also made to the report tha t General Keitel 
had gone to Libya. There was no confirmation of this rumour. 

The War Cabinet took note of the above statements. 

Richmond Terrace, S.W. 1, 

October 10, 1940. 









