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Strategical 
Situation. 
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Reference: 
W.M. (40) 76th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 2.) 

Bofors guns. 
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Reference: 
W.M. (40) 47th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 1.) 

Output of 
aircraft. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 111th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 9.) 

Denial of Dutch 
aerodromes to 
the Germans in 
the event of a 
German 
invasion of 
Plolland. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 113th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 9.) 

Invasion of 
Great Britain. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 108th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 4.) 

1. The W a r Cabine t h a d before them a R e p o r t by t he Chiefs 
of Staff Commit tee ( W . P . (40) 145) mak ing cer ta in recommendat ions 
on the assumpt ion t h a t G e r m a n y had decided to seek a decision 
in 1940. 

T h e W a r Cabine t considered seriatim the recommendat ions set 
ou t in p a r a g r a p h 3 of the R e p o r t . 

(a)	 That every possible step should be taken to hasten the production 
of anti-aircraft equipment, particularly Bofors guns, bomber 
and fighter aircraft and fully trained crews, even at the 
temporary expense of our long-term programme. 

The Chief of the Air Staff sa id t h a t the Bofors gun s i tua t ion 
was very serious, a n d the Chiefs of Staff had p u t u p a special 
R e p o r t on the subject to t he Mi l i t a ry Co-ord ina t ion Commit tee 
(M.C.	 (40) 95). 

I n discussion, i t was exp la ined t h a t the M i l i t a r y Co-ordinat ion 
Commit tee h a d recently examined the s i tua t ion w i t h the Minis te r 
of Supply . The factory a t N o t t i n g h a m was w o r k i n g a t full 
capaci ty . A t Coventry, however, owing to labour difficulties, a 
full n igh t - sh i f t was not employed, and i t was suggested t h a t fu r ther 
endeavours should be m a d e to improve the labour s i tua t ion a t 
Coventry. A n o t h e r difficulty w a s the weakness of the Nuffield 
Organ i sa t ion . 

The Prime Minister r e fe r red to the s t a tement t h a t some of the 
Bofors g u n s sent to Norway h a d lacked pred ic tors . The Secretary 
of State for War exp la ined t h a t th is was not so, but tha t , owing 
to difficulties in un loading , ce r t a in guns m i g h t have been unloaded 
w i t h o u t t he i r p red ic to r s . 

Reference was also made to repor ts from officers r e t u r n i n g f rom 
Norway t h a t the p red ic to r m a d e the work ing of the Bofors g u n 
too slow. The Secre tary of S ta t e for W a r sa id t h a t th is po in t 
would be deal t w i t h in r epo r t s of opera t ions in Norway. 

I n r e g a r d to the p a r t of th i s recommendat ion which deal t w i t h 
F i g h t e r a i r c ra f t , the Secretary of State for Air sa id t h a t he h a d 
been examin ing w h a t steps could be taken to improve o u t p u t d u r i n g 
the nex t few months w i t h o u t in te r fe r ing w i t h our long-term 
p r o g r a m m e . H e would submi t a R e p o r t to t he W a r Cabinet on 
th is m a t t e r in the near fu tu re . 

(b)	 That every endeavour should be made to induce the Dutch 
Government to give the assurance for which -they have been 
asked that they will make immediate preparations for the 
demolition of their aerodromes in the event of invasion. 

The Chief of the Air Staff said t h a t the Du tch Government 
were believed to have t a k e n cer ta in s teps in p r e p a r a t i o n for the 
demoli t ion of the i r aerodromes in the event of invasion. H e w a s 
t r y ing to get fu r the r in fo rma t ion t h r o u g h the A i r At t ache . 

(c)	 That the plan,s already prepared for dealing with invasion of 
this country should be reviewed forthwith and requirements 
met. In this
be instructed

 respect the
 to maintain

 Ministry­ of Home
 the closest touch

 Security
 with the

 should 
Service 

Departments. 
The Chief of the Air Staff said t h a t the Chiefs of Staff Com­

mit tee were engaged in a full examina t ion of t h i s problem, and. 
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Passive defence
measures. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (39) 121st 
Conclusions, 
Minute 2.) 

h a d discussed the ma t t e r wi th the Commander- in-Chief , H o m e 
Forces. They would be r e p o r t i n g shortly to the Mi l i t a ry Co-ordina­
t ion Commit tee . 

The Minister of Home Security said t h a t the Reg iona l 
Organ i sa t i on was in very close touch w i t h t he Service au thor i t i e s , 
bu t the new apprec ia t ion which extended the a rea for r a id s to t he 
Nor th of Scotland, a n d envisaged the possibi l i ty of invas ion 
anywhere between the W a s h and Newhaven, would involve t h e 
work ing out of p lans on a broader basis t h a n before. 

The Secretary of State for War quest ioned whe ther any p a r t 
of the Sou th coast of E n g l a n d could be r ega rded as a likely a r e a 
for invasion. I f a reas in which a t t ack was unl ikely were inc luded 
in the scheme, one resul t would be to de t rac t f rom the s t r eng th of 
the forces avai lable to protect more vulnerable areas . 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs t hought t h a t t h e 
proposa l made in debate by Lord Mot t is tone t h a t local levies a r m e d 
wi th rifles migh t be found from among the older men to g u a r d 
isolated places of importance, was wor th considerat ion. 

The Chief of the Air Staff said t h a t all these ma t t e r s would be 
fully s tudied by the Chiefs of Staff. -

The First Lord of the A dmiralty said t h a t the first essent ia l 
of a successful defence aga ins t invasion was t he ho ld ing of compact 
mobile forces composed of good troops, a rmed w i t h complete a n d 
up- to-date equipment , r eady to s t r ike any force l and ing in t h e 
country. 

The Secretary of State for War said t h a t Armoured Divis ions 
represented the best type of t roops for th i s purpose. W h e n t h e 
1st A r m o u r e d Division w e n t to F rance—which i t would short ly be 
do ing—it w a s proposed to b r ing back the res t of the 5th Division, 
so t h a t there would be a complete Regu la r format ion in th is country . 

 (d)	 That active steps should be taken to editcate public opinion to 
the reality of the air threat and to develop to the highest 
pitch of efficiency our passive defence measures. 

The Minister of Home Security s t rongly suppor ted th is recom­
mendat ion . H e was anxious about the apa the t ic a t t i t u d e displayed 
by the general publ ic t o w a r d s civil defence, in sp i te of efforts to 
s t imula te them. Many people seemed to th ink t ha t a i r a t t ack would 
not t ake place, or, if i t did, would be easily dea l t wi th . This idea 
h a d been to some extent fostered by the cu t t i ng down of p e r m a n e n t 
A . R . P . personnel. I f the general public, from whom civil defence 
volunteers were drawn, were apa the t ic , i t was difficult to arouse 
en thus iasm in the volunteers. H e thought t h a t much could be done 
in the course of speeches by Minis te rs , and in t a lk s to the P res s , 
to d r a w a t t en t ion to the d a n g e r of a i r a t tack. 

The First Lord of the A dmiralty said t h a t he would deprecate 
a regula r campaign a t t h i s s tage as to the danger of a i r a t t ack . 
H e though t the r i gh t policy w a s to perfect t he o rgan i sa t ion to deal 
w i t h a i r a t t ack , and to rely on the fal l ing of the first bombs to 
b r i ng people to thei r senses. 

The Prime Minister agreed. I f a fresh campa ign to a rouse 
publ ic opinion on th is p o i n t were now under taken , a n d if no bombing 
took place in the course of the next month or so, t he campa ign would 
not only lose i t s effect, b u t would cause a renewed onset of publ ic 
apa thy . I t would be r igh t , however, t ha t an occasional w a r n i n g 
should be made by Min i s t e r s in the i r speeches. 

The First Lord of the Admiralty suggested t h a t a c i rcular to 
local au thor i t i e s d r a w i n g a t t en t ion to recent events in Norway 
m i g h t serve the purpose of w a r n i n g the country of the type of 
dange r to be expected. 



Diversion of 
shipping. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 93rd 
Conclusions., 
Minute 15.) 

Reduction of 
non-essential 
imports. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 56th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 2.) 
Financial 
considerations. 

The Prime Minister t h o u g h t th i s suggest ion w or th following 
up. H e under took to d r a w the a t t e n t i o n of the Min i s t e r of In fo rma­
tion to the need for coun te rac t ing a p a t h y wi thou t caus ing a la rm. 

(e)	 That arrangements for the diversion of shipping to West Coast 
ports should be placed in a state of immediate readiness, This 
should be combined with urgent measures drastically to 
restrict non-essential imports. 

The Minister without Portfolio said t ha t in t he course of t he 
previous few days he h a d overhauled the a r r a n g e m e n t s for the 
diversion of sh ipp ing to W e s t coast por t s . Al l the recommendat ions 
of L o r d Chatfield 's R e p o r t h a d been car r ied out. S teps had been 
taken to ensure t h a t there w a s no congestion a t the W e s t coast por t s . 
I n fact, at the p resen t moment , there were less goods in the W e s t 
coast po r t s t h a n a t any t ime for years past . 

The First Lord of the Admiralty enqu i red whe ther there w a s 
an executive officer, who, if t he emergency arose, could over-r ide 
Government Depar tmen t s , and ensure the successful execution of 
divers ion p lans . 

The Minister without Portfolio sa id t h a t the whole a r r a n g e ­
ments were centred in the Min i s t ry of T ranspo r t , where the P o r t 
a n d T r a n s i t Committee deal t da i ly w i th all movements of sh ipp ing 
in a most efficient manne r . H e reminded the W a r Cabine t t h a t 
he h a d been invi ted to ac t as the referee to whom D e p a r t m e n t a l 
Min i s t e r s could come for help in any case of difficulty. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said t h a t he h a d recently 
examined the quest ion of cu t t ing down non-essential impor ts . A 
d ra s t i c reduct ion h a d a l ready been made, and he w a s satisfied t h a t 
non-essent ia l goods would not be impor ted . 

(f)	 In vietv of the seriousness of the situation we submit that, in 
putting these recommendations into effect', financial con­
siderations should not be allowed to stand in the way. 

The Chief of the Air Staff sa id t ha t the Chiefs of Staff Com­
mi t tee h a d p u t fo rward th i s recommendat ion w i t h diffidence, as they 
a p p r e c i a t e d the g rea t financial difficulties; b u t they hoped that , if 
there were any financial res t r ic t ions which were holding u p 
produc t ion , or the execution of contracts , they would speedily be 
removed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said t h a t he in no way objected 
to t h i s r ecommenda t ion . H e h a d examined the R e p o r t to see 
whe the r a n y of the measures recommended were being held up for 
financial reasons, a n d he was glad to find t h a t they were not. The 
difficulties of p roduc t ion r a t h e r t h a n of payment were the governing­
factors . 

The W a r Cab ine t— 
(1) Took	 note of t he Review by the Chiefs of Staff of the 

s t ra tegica l s i tua t ion on the assumpt ion t h a t Germany 
has decided to seek a decision in 1940 ( W . P . (40) 145), 
a n d gave general approva l to the recommendations con­
ta ined in p a r a g r a p h 3. 

(2) Took	 note of t he poin ts made in discussion in r e g a r d to 
these recommendat ions, a n d agreed t h a t the following 
action should be t aken :— 
(a)	 Production of anti-aircraft equipment, particularly 

Bofors guns. 
T h a t the Mi l i t a ry Co-ord ina t ion Commit tee 

should keep a close watch on the p roduc t ion of a n t i ­
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Netherland 
West	 Indies. 
Protection of oil 
refineries in 
Aruba and 
Curacao in the 
event of a 
German 
invasion of 
Holland. 

a i r c r a f t equ ipment , especially Bofors guns . The 
possibi l i ty of inc reas ing the p roduc t i on of the 
Nuffield Fac tory a t Coventry, by w o r k i n g a full 
n ight -sh i f t , should be examined. 

(b) Passive defence measures: 
T h a t , while i t would be undesi rable to ins t i tu te 

a n in tensive campa ign , steps should be t aken to 
r emind public op in ion of the rea l i ty of the a i r 
th rea t , and of the need for b r i n g i n g ou r passive 
defence measures to a h i g h s ta te of efficiency. I n 
th is connect ion— 

(i) The	 P r i m e M i n i s t e r under took to consul t wi th 
the M i n i s t e r of In fo rma t ion a s to the steps 
which should be taken to counterac t public 
a p a t h y : 

(ii)	 The Min i s te r of Home Secur i ty under took to 
consider t h e issue of a C i rcu la r Le t t e r to 
Local Au tho r i t i e s , d r a w i n g a t t en t ion , in the 
l igh t of t h e c a m p a i g n in Norway , to the 
dangers which mus t be g u a r d e d a g a i n s t : 

(iii)	 Min i s t e r s would no doubt t ake the o p p o r t u n i t y 
of d r a w i n g a t t e n t i o n to t h i s m a t t e r from time 
to t ime in the i r speeches. 

2. The "War Cabine t h a d before them a R e p o r t by the Chiefs 
of Staff Commit tee ( W . P . (40) 148). 

The First Sea Lord sa id t h a t i t was of v i t a l . impor tance to 
p reven t in ter ference wi th the oil refineries in A r u b a a n d Curacao. 
T h e grea tes t d a n g e r was t h a t of sabotage. There were seven 
G e r m a n ships now in Curacao and one a t A r u b a , a n d many German 
res idents in the I s l ands . A scheme for the despatch of t roops to the 
I s l a n d s h a d been agreed w i t h the French, and the Commander- in-
Chief, Amer ica and W e s t Ind i e s S ta t ions , h a d been ins t ruc ted to 
make all a r r a n g e m e n t s for the t r a n s p o r t of th ree companies of 
B r i t i s h t roops from J a m a i c a to Curacao, a n d a de tachment of 
F r e n c h troops from M a r t i n i q u e to Aruba . The Chie fs of Staff 
proposed t h a t the A d m i r a l t y should be responsible for g iv ing the 
executive order for these moves immediate ly a G e r m a n invasion 
of Ho l l and began. 

I n answer to a quest ion by the P r i m e Minis te r , he said t ha t 
t he Dutch , who seemed to realise the dange r of sabotage a n d also the 
possibi l i ty of t he Venezuelans t r y i n g to occupy the I s l ands them­
selves, h a d a l ready increased the i r precaut ions . 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs depreca ted the 
proposa l in p a r a g r a p h 4 of the R e p o r t to w a r n the D u t c h Govern­
men t now to be on the i r g u a r d . T h e Du tch showed clearly t h a t 
they d id not wish to be involved w i t h us in any w a y in taking­
precau t ions aga in s t enemy action. Moreover, such a move would run 
counter to our present policy, wh ich we had followed in the case 
of Iceland, of hav ing no p r e l i m i n a r y consul tat ions before l and ing 
forces in the ou t ly ing possessions of countr ies over run by Germany. 
A l l the necessary a r r angemen t s h a d been made by the F o r e i g n Office 
for inv i t ing t h e U n i t e d Sta tes Government to share in the control 
of the I s l ands , t hough we should be careful not to use the word 
" o c c u p a t i o n " when the app roach was made. W e should make 
i t clear t h a t t h e despatch of t roops w a s a pure ly t e m p o r a r y measure 
so long as the danger lasted. T h e tex ts of the communicat ions to 
be made to t h e U n i t e d Sta tes Government h a d been agreed wi th 
L o r d L o t h i a n in W a s h i n g t o n , who w a s in favour of t h e proposals 
of the Chiefs of Staff to send t roops to the I s l ands a n d to invite 



The Air 
Situation. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 115th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 2.) 

The Naval
Situation.
(Previous
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 115th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 3.) 
Submarine
operations.

the U n i t e d S ta tes to sha re in the i r control. Dra f t s of these com­
munica t ions h a d been given to the F rench ; they were sugges t ing 
some amendments which had not yet been received. 

The Minister without Portfolio suggested tha t , if a formal 
approach to the Du tch Government w a s not to be made, the Br i t i sh 
Consul should be ins t ruc ted to make an informal app roach to the 
D u t c h au thor i t i es in the I s lands as to the danger of sabotage. 

The Secretary of State for War said tha t he had spoken to 
Mr . Rogers, the C a n a d i a n Min i s t e r of Defence, on the mat te r , and 
h a d suggested t h a t i t would be of g r ea t assistance to us if the t roops 
w i t h d r a w n from J a m a i c a could be replaced by Canad ians . 
Mr . Rogers h a d unde r t aken to ment ion the mat te r to Mr . Mackenzie 
K i n g , wi thou t s t a t ing t he des t ina t ion of the troops to be w i t h d r a w n 
from J a m a i c a . H e w a s hopeful t h a t the C a n a d i a n Government 
would supply the necessary t roops. 

The Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs t hought tha t it 
would be bet ter to take Mr. Mackenzie K i n g completely in to our 
confidence. 

The W a r Cab ine t— 
(i) Approved	 the recommendat ions of the Chiefs of Staff 

conta ined in p a r a g r a p h 12 of W . P . (40) 148, subject 
to the proviso t h a t no official approach should be made 
to the D u t c h Government in r ega rd to precaut ions 
a g a i n s t sabotage in A r u b a a n d Curacao. 

(ii)	 Inv i ted the Secretary of S t a t e for Fore ign Affairs to 
consider the des i rabi l i ty of ins t ruc t ing the Br i t i sh 
Consul in the I s l ands to make a n informal app roach to 
t he local D u t c h au thor i t i e s on the subject of an t i ­
sabotage precaut ions . 

(in) 	 Authorised the Secre tary of S ta te for Dominion Affairs to 
communica te wi th M r . Mackenzie K i n g : 
(a) in fo rming h im of the act ion proposed; a n d 
(b)	 a sk ing h im to agree tha t , if Br i t i sh t roops were 

w i t h d r a w n from J a m a i c a , they m i g h t be replaced 
by C a n a d i a n t roops . 

3. The Secretary of State for Air sa id t h a t the only enemy 
act ivi ty repor ted in the neighbourhood of our coast h a d been the 
app roach of two a i r c r a f t to the south coast ear ly on the morn ing 
of the 9th May . 

No opera t ions h a d been ca r r i ed out by the Bomber Command 
on the previous n i g h t on account of the bad weather . 

The Coastal Command h a d car r ied out reconnaissances of the 
Hel igoland B i g h t a n d of the Norweg ian Coast. A t S tavanger only 
12 a i r c ra f t h a d been seen on the aerodrome and two a i r c r a f t moored 
in the ad jacen t anchorage. 

The W a r Cabinet took note of the above s ta tement . 

 4. The First Lord of the A dmiralty described ce r t a in naval 
 movements which were being made to meet the contingency of a 
 German invasion of Hol land . 

 H.M. submar ine Taku h a d repor ted t h a t she had a t t acked two 
 t r anspor t s escorted by two destroyers 100 miles nor th-nor th-west 



Operations in 
Norway. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 115th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 4.) 
Kirkenes area. 
Narvik area. 

Bodo and 
Mosjoen. 

of H o r n s Reef on the af ternoon of the 8th M a y and believed tha t 
she h a d made th ree h i t s . She h a d subsequently been a t t acked by 
d e p t h charges a n d h a d r e t i r ed to w e s t w a r d to r epa i r h e r damage . 

A n enemy submar ine was suspected in the Dogger B a n k area 
a n d a suspicious surface craft , which m i g h t have been mine- laying, 
h a d been r e p o r t e d off Newcastle . T h e Tyne was 'now closed pend ing 
search, but, genera l ly speaking, traffic w a s proceeding almost 
normal ly in sp i t e of the recent enemy mine- lay ing act ivi t ies . 

The W a r Cab ine t took note of th i s s ta tement . 

5. The W a r Cab ine t were given the following in fo rma t ion— 
( 1 )	 The cru iser Devonshire h a d sailed from Scapa for K i r k e n e s 

to fores ta l l any l and ing of Ge rmans there. 

(2) Lord	 Cork h a d repor ted ce r t a in opera t ions which he was 
p l a n n i n g in order to improve the posi t ion of h i s t roops. 
H e h a d expla ined t h a t he was commit ted to these 
opera t ions , b u t tha t he would p r e p a r e a t the same t ime 
for a more d i rec t a t t ack . 

(3) The a r r i v a l	 of H .M.S . Ark Royal h a d had a m a r k e d effect 
on the a i r s i tua t ion for 24 hours , but bombing h a d begun 
aga in , a l l anchorages hav ing been a t t acked on the 
8 th May, as well as sh ips off Narv ik . 

(4) Lord	 Cork h a d visi ted S k a a n l a n d aerodi-ome a n d repor ted 
t h a t a t least 9 days would be requi red before i t could 
be used. H e stressed the impor tance of secur ing the 
a r r i v a l of H u r r i c a n e a i r c r a f t a t the ear l ies t possible 
da te , a s these were t h e only a i r c r a f t capable of deal ing 
w i t h He inke l s . 

The Chief of the Air Staff pointed out t ha t , whi le 
i t was n o doubt i m p o r t a n t to expedi te the a r r iva l of the 
H u r r i c a n e s , G lad i a to r s were in fact of considerable use 
a g a i n s t Heinkels . S k u a s h a d also h a d some success 
a g a i n s t He inke l s in t h e T r o n d h j e m area. 

( 5 )	 I n answer to a question, the Chief of the Air Staff sa id t h a t 
t he re were rumours from Sweden tha t the Germans h a d 
es tabl ished new aerodromes in Norway, but t h a t th i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n h a d not been confirmed. 

(6) The des t royer	 I sis had h i t submerged wreckage in Bal lenger 
F j o r d close to N a r v i k a n d w a s being towed to Skjel 
F j o r d a f t e r l and ing her t roops. Penelope, which h a d 
been effecting r epa i r s a t Skjel F jord , h a d been due to 
leave o n the n igh t of the 8 t h - 9 t h May. Aurora h a d 
r e p o r t e d some casual t ies a n d one t u r r e t out of ac t ion ; 
t h e cause of the d a m a g e was not yet known, but was 
p re sumed to have been a bomb. A convoy wi th fuel and 
stores was due to a r r i ve on the evening of the 9th May. 
A r r a n g e m e n t s had been m a d e to m a n a B r i t i s h destroyer 
w i t h t h e crew of the Po l i sh destroyer Grom, which h a d 
been sunk a few days previously. L o r d Cork h a d 
descr ibed the crew as " excellent m a t e r i a l . " 

(7) Fog h a d prevented the proposed l and ing of t roops a t Bodo, 
b u t t roops h a d been d isembarked at Mosjoen a n d the 
F r e n c h t roops embarked from there. T h e F rench 
r e p o r t e d 2 German ba t t a l ions 25 miles to the South . 

The Chief of the Imperial General Staff sa id t h a t 
t h i s i n fo rma t ion need no t necessarily be accepted as. 



a l toge ther accura te . The force which h a d been landed 
u n d e r Lieut .-Colonel Gubbins was specially equipped 
for gue r r i l l a tact ics , a n d m i g h t be expected effectively 
to h a r a s s the enemy. 

Casualties in (8) The Secretary of State for War sa id t h a t definite informa­
the Trondhjem t ion was not yet avai lable as to casual t ies incur red by 
area. ou r t roops in the fighting N or th a n d South of 

T rondh jem, but i t was though t t ha t they would probably 
a m o u n t to 1,700 or 1,800 in all. B r i g a d i e r Ph i l l i p s ' s 
B r igade , which had been described by A m e r i c a n Press 
Cor respondents a s h a v i n g been seriously cut up , had, in 
fact , suffered some 200 casual t ies in all. 

The W a r Cabine t took note of these s ta tements . 

Italy. 6. The First Lord of the A dmiralty informed the W a r Cabinet 
Naval t h a t H .M.S . Warspite h a d now passed th rough the danger zone a n d 
dispositions would short ly join the res t of the Fleet a t A l e x a n d r i a . 
in the 
Mediterranean. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (40) 115th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 3.) 
Diversion of The First Sea Lord sa id t h a t the slow convoy w i t h A u s t r a l i a n 
Australian and and N e w Zea l and troops was now a p p r o a c h i n g A d e n and tha t i t 
New Zealand would soon be too l a te to d iver t i t from going t h r o u g h the Red Sea. 
troop convoy. The convoy consisted of five sh ips a n d would be escorted by H .M.S . 
(Previous Ramillies, one cru iser a n d two destroyers. T h i s escort could be 
Reference: r ega rded as adequa t e aga ins t a n y possible sea a t t a ck b u t could not, 
W.M. (40) 111th of course, p rov ide complete pro tec t ion aga ins t a i r act ion in the 
Conclusions, dangerous s t re tch of 500 miles immedia te ly a f te r pas s ing Aden . 
Minute 6.) 

I n answer to a question, the Chief of the Air Staff expla ined 
t h a t some pro tec t ion could be provided by fighter a i r c r a f t from 
A d e n and a g a i n when the convoy would be a p p r o a c h i n g Suez, but 
not in between. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs sa id t h a t he h a d 
no in fo rmat ion which would sugges t t h a t the posi t ion was becoming 
more serious and t h a t the convoy ought to be diver ted. 

The Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs said tha t the 
A u s t r a l i a n Government were r eady to accept our proposals in r ega rd 
to the convoy, but t h a t they assumed t h a t sufficient protect ion would 
be provided aga ins t sea a n d a i r a t tack . 

I t was general ly agreed t h a t whi le i t was impossible to give 
an assurance t h a t the convoy was provided w i t h " sufficient pro­
t e c t i o n " a g a i n s t all possible a i r a t tack , i t was nevertheless 
reasonable in the c i rcumstances t h a t the convoy should be allowed 
to proceed. I n the o rd ina ry way i t would reach Suez about the 
15th May. 

The W a r Cabinet a g r e e d — 
T h a t the slow convoy w i t h A u s t r a l i a n and New Zealand 
t roops then a p p r o a c h i n g A d e n should proceed on i ts voyage 
to Suez, a s or ig inal ly p lanned. 



The 7. The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs sa id t h a t there 

Netherlands. was no confirmation of the repor t received the previous n i g h t via 

Possible the U n i t e d S ta tes Embassy t h a t the G e r m a n Government h a d 

German p resen ted an u l t i m a t u m to the Ne the r l and Government . 


invasion. The W a r Cabinet took note of t h i s s ta tement . 

(Previous 

Reference: 

W.M. (40) 115th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 6.) 

Richmond Terrace, S.W.1, 
May 9, 1940. 






