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CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the War Cabinet held at 1 0 Downing Street 
Annexe, S.W. 1, on Tuesday, 28th March, 1 9 4 4 , at 1 0 p.m. 

P r e s e n t : 
The R i g h t Hon . W I N S T O N S. C H U R C H I L L , M.P . , P r i m e Min i s t e r (in the Chair). 

The R i g h t H o n . C. R. A T T L E E , M.P . , T h e R i g h t Hon . A N T H O N Y E D E N , M.P . , 
Lord P r e s i d e n t of the Council. Secretary of S t a t e for Fore ign 

Affairs. 
The R i g h t Hon . Sir J O H N A N D E R S O N , The R i g h t Hon . E R N E S T B E V I N , M.P . , 

M.P . , Chancellor of the Exchequer . Min i s t e r of Labour a n d Na t iona l 
Service. 

The R i g h t Hon . O L I V E R LYTTELTON, The R i g h t Hon . L O R D WOOLTON, 
M.P. , Min i s t e r of P roduc t ion . Min i s te r of Reconst ruct ion. 

The following were also p r e s e n t : 
The R i g h t H o n . L O R D BEAVERBROOK, The R i g h t H o n . S i r ARCHIBALD 

Lord P r i v y Seal. SINCLAIR, Bt., M.P . , Secretary of 
-State for A i r . 

The R i g h t Hon . Sir STAFFORD C R I P P S , The R i g h t Hon . R. A . B U T L E R , M.P. , 
K . C . , M.P. , Min i s te r of A i r c r a f t P r e s iden t of the Board of Educa t ion . 
P roduc t ion . 

The R i g h t Hon . BRENDAN BRACKEN, T h e R i g h t Hon . J A M E S STUART, M.P . , 
M.P . , Min i s te r of In fo rmat ion . J o i n t P a r l i a m e n t a r y Secretary, 

Treasury . 

The R i g h t Hon . W  . W H I T E L E Y , M.P . , 
J o i n t P a r l i a m e n t a r y Secretary, 
Treasury . 

Secretariat : 
Sir E D W A R D B R I D G E S . 
Mr. W  . S. M U R R I E . 
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Education 
Bill. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (43)166th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 3.) 

The W a r Cabinet discussed the s i tua t ion which had ar isen as 
a result of the Government hav ing been defeated t ha t evening, by 
117 votes to 116, on an amendment moved by Mrs . Cazalet-
Keir , M.P . , to Clause 82 of the Educa t ion Bill, t ha t the Minis te r 
of Education-, in approv ing salary scales, should not differentiate 
between men and women solely on the grounds of sex. 

The President of the Board of Education expla ined t h a t 
Clause 82 had been included in the Bil l to meet the views of the 
teachers. The Clause enabled the Minis ter to secure t h a t the 
remunera t ion pa id to teachers was in accordance wi th the scales 
recommended by the B u r n h a m Commit tees—independent bodies 
represen t ing both teachers and local au thor i t ies . The result of the 
amendment car r ied aga ins t the Government was to p u t the Minis te r 
in a posi t ion in which he had to in te r fe re w i th the proceedings of 
the B u r n h a m Committees to the extent of r equ i r ing them to fix 
scales applicable equally to men and women. Both he and his 
predecessors had always avoided any interference w i t h the pro­
ceedings of the B u r n h a m Committees,, on the g round tha t bodies 
of th i s k ind must have complete freedom to reach their own 
decisions. 

I t was clear t h a t the suppor te rs of the amendment, a n d in 
pa r t i cu l a r the Tory Reform Group, had seized the oppor tun i ty of 
r a i s ing the question of equal pay on Clause 82 of the Educa t ion Bill 
because they saw no prospect of r a i s ing i t a t any other t ime. H e 
h a d made the seriousness of the s i tua t ion p la in to the House so t h a t 
those who voted for the amendment could not be in any doubt as to 
the consequences of the vote. 

The P re s iden t added tha t , from the point of view of adminis ­
t ra t ion , i t would be possible to omit the Clause al together from the 
Bil l w i thou t any embarrassment . 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs agreed t h a t the 
P r e s i d e n t of the Board of Educa t ion had so handled the s i tua t ion 
t h a t none of the members present could have failed to realise the 
impl icat ions of a vote aga ins t the Government. H i s impression 
was t h a t af ter the vote there had been a change in feeling among 
those members who h a d suppor ted the amendment , and an a t t empt 
h a d been made to suggest t h a t the Government should not t r ea t the 
m a t t e r as one of confidence, but should consider, whether they migh t 
not acquiesce in the decision of the House. H e had made i t clear 
tha t , while the Government accepted the proposal to repor t progress, 
he could give no u n d e r t a k i n g whatsoever as to the G o v e r n m e n t s 
a t t i t ude . 

The Prime Minister pointed out t h a t the Government were 
commit ted to formidable mi l i t a ry operat ions in the near fu ture . 
Th i s incident might well have a most damag ing effect on opinion 
abroad, and i t was essential t h a t p r o m p t measures should be taken 
to make i t clear beyond any doubt t h a t the Government had the full 
suppor t of Pa r l i amen t . The grea t major i ty of members were w i t h 
the Government, and, if the issue was t rea ted as a major one of 
confidence, he was sure t h a t the effect would be sa lutary . 

The Lord President of the Council said t h a t the s i tua t ion 
which h a d ar isen was the culminat ion of a course of i rresponsible. 
conduct pursued by cer ta in members of the House. H e fully 
endorsed w h a t the P r i m e Minis te r h a d said. 

The Minister of Labour and National Service agreed t h a t the 
quest ion mus t be t r ea ted as a major issue of confidence. A n y s ign 
of weakness on the p a r t of the Government would have the worst 
possible effect on indus t r i a l re lat ions. H e agreed wi th the 
P re s iden t of the Board of Educa t ion t h a t i t would be disas t rous to 
depa r t from the pr inc ip le of non-interference w i t h the decisions of 
independent t r ibuna ls on wage questions. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer pointed out t ha t the deputa ­
t ion which he had received in the previous week on the subject of 
equal pay had not pressed for the immediate appl ica t ion of the 



pr incip le , but only t h a t it should form a fea ture of the pos t -war 
Civil Service. 

F u r t h e r discussion showed complete agreement t h a t the 
P re s iden t of the Board of Educa t ion could have taken no other line, 
and t h a t the ma t t e r mus t be t rea ted as a major issue of confidence. 

The W a r Cabine t then t u r n e d to the quest ion of the procedure 
to be adopted in the House. There was general assent to the view 
t h a t no t ime should be lost in res tor ing the posit ion. I t was felt, 
however, t h a t i t would be advantageous to allow one day to elapse 
in order to enable members who were out of London to re tu rn . 

The President of the Board of Education pointed out tha t , as 
a result of the proposed procedure, a t least one day of those set 
aside for the Commit tee Stage of the Educa t ion Bill would be lost. 
H e was most anxious tha t , if a t all possible, the Committee Stage 
should be completed by Eas te r . 

I t was agreed t h a t the possibi l i ty of s i t t ing for an ex t r a day 
for th is purpose should be borne in mind . 

The W a r C a b i n e f s conclusions were as follows :— 
(1) T h e line t aken by the P re s iden t of the Board of	 Educa t ion 

in dea l ing wi th Mrs . Caza le t -Kei r ' s amendment was 
cordial ly endorsed. 

(2) A t	 the meet ing of the House on the following day, 
Wednesday , the 29th March , the P r i m e Min i s te r would 
make a s ta tement emphas is ing t h a t the Government felt 
t h a t a t th is serious stage of the w a r there must be no 
doubt of the suppor t which they enjoyed from the 
House of Commons. There would therefore have to be 
an a l t e ra t ion in Government business. 

(3) The P r i m e Min i s t e r ' s	 s t a tement would proceed to indica te 
the procedure to be followed when the Committee Stage 
of the Bil l was resumed on the following clay, Thursday , 
the 30th March . The Government would then oppose 
the Motion t h a t the Clause, as amended, should stand 
as p a r t of the Bill, and th i s would be t r ea ted as a vote 
of confidence. I n the same way, when the Repor t Stage 
of the Bil l was reached the Government would move to 
restore the Clause as i t or ig inal ly stood in the Bill. 
Th i s also would be t r ea ted as a vote of confidence. Af te r 
the P r i m e Min i s t e r ' s s ta tement had been made, the 
Secretary of S ta te for Fo re ign Affairs would move the 
ad journment of the House. 

(4) The	 P r i m e Minis ter , the L o r d P r e s i d e n t of the Council, 
the Secretary of S ta te for Fore ign Affairs, the P re s iden t 
of the Board of Educa t ion and the J o i n t Chief W h i p s 
were invi ted to settle the t e rms of the d ra f t s ta tement 
refer red to in (2) and (3). 

(5) The	 J o i n t Chief W h i p s were invited to take stejas to 
ensure a full a t tendance in the House on Thursday , the 
30th March . 

(6) -The P r i m e	 Minis te r , the L o r d P re s iden t of the Council, 
the Secretary of S ta te for Fore ign Affairs and the 
P re s iden t o f the Board of Educa t ion would speak on 
behalf of the Government in the Debate on Thursday , 
the 30th March . 

Offices of the War Cabinet, S.W. 1, 

29th March, 1944. 



