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WAR CABINET 44 (43). 

CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the War Cabinet held at 10 Downing Street, 
S.W. 1, on Monday,March 22, 1943, at 5-30 P.M. 

Present: 

The Right Hon. WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, M.P., Prime Minister (in the Chair). 
The Right Hon. C . R . ATTLEE, M.P., The Right Hon. Sir JOHN ANDERSON, 

Secretary of State for Dominion M.P., Lord President of the Council. 
Affairs. 

The, Right Hen . ERNEST BEVIN, M.P., The Right Hon. OLIVER LYTTELTON, 
Minister of Labour and National M.P., Minister of Production. 
Service. 

The Right Hon. HERBERT MORRISON, 
M.P., Secretary of State for the 
Home Department and Minister of 
Home Security. 

The following were also present: 

The Right Hon. S. M. BRUCE, Repre- Sir RAMASWAMI MUDALIAR, Represen
sentatiye of the Government of the tative of India. 
Commonwealth of Australia. 

The Right Hon. Sir KINGSLEY WOOD, The Right Hon. VISCOUNT CRANBORNE, 
M.P., Chancellor of the Exchequer. Lord Privy Seal. 

The Right Hon. L. S. AMERY, M.P., Colonel the Right Hon. OLIVER 
Secretary : of State for India arid STANLEY, M.P., Secretary of State 
Secretary of State for Burma. for the Colonies (Itertis 4-5). 

The Right Hon. A. V . ALEXANDER, The Right Hon. Sir.;JAMES GRIGG, 
M,P., First Lord of the Admiralty. M.P., Secretary of State for War. 

The Right Hon. Sir ARCHIBALD The Right Hon. Sir STAFFORD CRIPPS, 
SINCLAIR, St., M.P., , Secretary* of K.C., M.P., Minister of Aircraft 
State for Air. Production. 

The Right Hon. BRENDAN BRACKEN, The Right Hon. RICHARD LAŴ  .M.P., 
tM.P., Minister of Information. Parliamentary TJnder-Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs. -.-:--.-r--:-::-A, 



The Hon; Sir ALEXANDER CADOGAN, Admiral of the Fleet Sir DUDLEY 
Permanent Under-Secretary of State POUND, First Sea^ Lord and Chief of 
for Foreign Affairs. NavalStaff. 

Air Chief Marshal Sir CHARLES F. A. Lieutenant-General A. E. NYE, Vice
"^PORTAL, Chief of the Air Staff,; Chief of the Imperial General Staff: 

Secretariat: . 
Sir EDWARD', BRIDGES. 
Lieutenant-General Sir HASTINGS ISMAY. 
Mr. NORMAN BROOK. 
Mr. L. F. BURGIS. 
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1 . T h  e Chiefs of Staff-/reported the principal events of the 
past week.; 

Bomber Command ;;had. been'unable to ' carry out any night 
bperations owing to fog. By day, 50 tons of bombs had been 
d r o p p e d  o n O c c u p i e  d Territory. Coastal Command had made 
8 promisihg and 7 possible attacks on U-boats. Enemy losses for 
the week had been 10 : destroyed, 3 probably destroyed and 
5 damaged. Our losses had been 2 bombers^ 1 fighter and 2 Coastal 
Command aircraft. 

American bombers had carried out a very successful attack on 
U-boat yards at Vegesack.  , : ; 

On the- previous day heavy attacks had been, made against 
enemy troop targets behind the Mareth Line. During the week 
6 merchant ships, 2 tankers and a number of small craft had 
been hit. 

A Japanese submarine unloading at Lae had been destroyed. 
The enemy had blown up a number of oil cisterns at Port Darwin. ; 

Shipping losses for the previous week, including belated 
reports, amounted to 252,000 tons. Most of the losses had been 
sustained by two North Atlantic convoys. 

Norwegian M.T.Bs. had sunk 2 enemy ships of 10,000 and 
3,000 tons off the Norwegian coast. Two enemy ships of an escorted 
convoy had been sunk by M.T.Bs. off Terschelling. 

In Central Tunisia, in spite of the weather, which had turned 
the ground into a swamp; the American Army had begun their 
attack on the 16th March. They had entered Gafsa on the 17th, and 
had now occupied El Guettar. There had been little opposition to 
the American advance, and some hundreds of Italian prisoners had 
been taken. 

In the extreme North the First Army had.'been attacked at 
Tamera and had now withdrawn to Dj Abiad. 

The Eighth Army had begun their attack on the Mareth Line 
at 10 P.M. on the 20th March. The main enemy positions had been 
penetrated, and it was probable that the battle would last several 
days. The enemy showed every sign of being determined to stand 
and fight.

The War Cabinet were given an account of the operations 
against Akyab, together with a statement of the opposing forces in 
this area and the total casualties suffered by both sides up to the 
end of February. 

Operations in Russia were still hampered by thaw conditions. 
In the northern and central sectors there had been less activity. The 
enemy had made some progress north-west of Kursk, and his success 
at Kharkov had been followed up by the capture of Byelgorod. 

On the Taman Peninsula the thaw still prevented any major 
operations, but the German evacuation was continuing, probably 
mainly by sea. 

. The War C a b i n e t -

Took note of these statements. 


2. The War Cabinet were given the latest information as to 
convoys to Russia. The particulars are recorded in the Secretary's 
Standard File of War Cabinet Conclusions. 

In discussion, the suggestion was made that it was^portant 
to ensure due co-ordination of the military administration of 

^ fu S t e d ^ ^ - S "*£ r e S U l t   ^ t i S b y ^ r S ^ t h e ^ 
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Refugees. 
Reception and 
Accommodation 
of Refugees 
from Enemy-
Occupied 
Territory. 
(Previous 
Reference:-
W.M. (43) 33rd 
Conclusions, 
Minute 4*) 

Prisoners of 
Mar. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (43) 36th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 3.)-

The War C a b i n e t - ' ' . : ' ; / 
Invited the Lord President of the Council,; in consultation 
with the Ministers concerned, to -examine whether the 

, existing administrative. arrangements Were satisfactory Or 
called for amendment: 
Subject to any Report which. the Lord President. rof the 
Council - might make as the result of/ h i s examination, the 
Wa*rCabinet took note of the Secretary of State for War's 
Memorandum. 

4. At their meeting on the 22nd February,the War Cabinet 
had invited the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to submit the! 
draft of a Parliamentary Question and AnsWer Snowing' the extent 
to which refugees had already been admitted to British territory. 
T h e W a  r Cabinet now had before them a Memorandum by the 
Prime Minister (W.P. (43) 113) covering the draft of a Parlia
mentary Question and Answer on this subject. 

The draft Answer gave the numbers of refugees of different 
nationalities received at various times into various parts of the 
British Commonwealth. It was suggested that there might be 
advantages in adding a sentence; giving the gross total of all the 
items now mentioned separately. 

The Lord Privy Seal asked whether he might, use some of these 
figures in a debate which was to take place in the House of Lords 
on the following day. Most of the figures had already been 
published, and it was agreed that there would be no objection to 
some of them being quoted in the House of Lords before the Answer 
was given in the House of Commons. 

The Parliamentary Undersecretary of State for Foreign
Affairs said that certain minor drafting alterations would have to 
be made before the Answer was given. 

The War C a b i n e t 
(1) Approved in	 principle, the draft Answer circulated with 

W-P (43) 113. 
(2) Invited	 the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs to consider the above suggestions, and 
to submit the draft, as amended, to the Prime Minister 
for use at an early date as a written reply to a Parlia
mentary Question. 

5. The War Cabinet were informed that the German Govern
ment's reply to the communication addressed to them was tp the 
effect that they proposed to continue the shackling of our prisoners 
unless we and the Canadian Government issued a complete and 
categorical order which would forbid, under severe penalty, any 
shackling of prisoners. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs said that a further communication had now been received 
from Berne in regard to an avant-projet received from the German 
Government as to the repatriation of British and German sick, and 
wounded prisoners of war. He thought it would be convenient to 
postpone
together.

 discussion
 

 until the two matters could be considered 
M 

The War C a b i n e t -
Agreed to this suggestion. M / 
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