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Air Ralds.

" Casualties and
Damage,
‘Referenee: |
“W.M. (48) 80th
Conelusions,

" Minute 8.)

Civil Defence.
Bethnal Green

- or two people having fallen down the steps and others having

j-:_;aiﬁtata for Air and the

the Govamment apahemmu in the fort:hmmmg dﬂbl
; -f Eshmntaa ;

pat.rmt:e:relamﬁhh mmde Greene,.whmh'
were apt. to«ha nf a i‘q.thar dlﬁerent pulrtlg.ul mmpléxmn fmm tha

The War Gabmet-u ]
Tr.mk not.e of thaaa ntatemants

8. 'T&é H&ﬁe Sacrﬂaa'g and Mm-;stsr af hme Securtty
Fﬂ of recent ﬁﬂBﬂl}f air activity against this country %e
incident had been the attack against .Eaatbanrns on the
P!mﬂﬁf day by a small number-of aircraft flying at a very: low
altitu
On the night of Wednesday/Thursday, the 3rd/4th March,

. enemy aircraft made 60 mrtles over the country, of which,

however, only 10 had reached the London area..

The War Cabinet—
Took note of this statement.

4. The Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security
referred to the incident in Bethnal Green on the ni ht of
Wednesday / Thursday, the 3rd/4th March, when 180 people had’
been crushed to death in the entrance to a shelter. Itwoudaaam
that this disaster had not been started by panie, but simply h{y one

allen
on them in the dark.

The Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security said that
a meeting had been held at Oxford House, and that there was some

‘pressure for a public en et}ulrjr He favoured an enquiry, but thought

that it should not be held in public.

After a short discussion, the War Cabinet—
Endorsed the proposal made by the Home Secretary and
Minister of Home Security that Mr. Laurence Dunne, the
Mntmpolltan Magistrate, should be asked to out this

\_ uiry; - that the enquiry should be held in private, but

that it should be announced that, subject to muntg,r con- -
_sldarat.mns, the conclusions would be ~published. .

The War Cabinet also rfmd that, provided the state uf
public business permi announcement, to this effect
Bhuuldbamdabythaﬂnma&cmtaryaﬂd inister of
Home Security in the House of Commons on Wednesday,
the 10th Ma.nﬁ:. ik :

5. Tha War Ga.hmat mnnldared a Note: ‘the Sacmtaryuf
i without Portfolio (W.P.. {-ﬁﬂ -91)
covering the draft of a atn.ﬁa‘mant on Air Trnnaport to be m; hy

ﬁn 5




" be answered on the follow

i

limas

i some of our best British bombers for transport. ges.’

' (b) The second and third sentences in paragraph 12 of tha dmft :
'-;--.shouid read as follows : ‘“Our exploratory work is, in fact, in hand,

and we are now in preliminary consultation with the Dominions and

~ India, Consultation with other memhara of the United Nations
- will follow.””

: %?ZE i ere shmﬂd be substituted ** the principles w mh.
uld govern . . . . Gt i :

Trmpurt'

~Command.

My. Spesker,
(Previous
Reference:
W.M. (48) 87th
- Conelusions,
Minute 1.) -

-Mntmn remrdmg their alilpmm&tmn of the manner in which

(e) IIF para.g]—;‘a.ph 13 for *' the prum las ‘which seem likel

Thﬂ War ﬂahmﬁb—

(1) Approved the draft statement appended to W.P. (43) 91,
subject to amendment on the points noted above.

(2} Invited the Secretméy of State for Air to make this state-
- ment on behalf o

e
{3) Invited the Lm'd Prwy Seal to make a statement in

identical terms in the debate in the House of Lords on

the 111;]1 Ma-,rch

E The War " Cabinet tm_k nnt.e of a Memomndum by the
of State for Air (W.P. (l reporting the decision of
t]m Air Council to establish a Royal Air Force Transport Command,

~ which would be nsible for the control of R.A.F. transport

squadrons at home; for the organisation and control of strategic air
routes, for all overseas fen}*mg, and for the remfﬂmament moves
of squa.dmns to and between overseas thmtres :

.'i".-l Tﬁa War Cabinet were informed that the House of
LCommons would meet on the fﬂllDMDﬁl day for the purpose of

electing a new Speaker. It was hoped that i1t would be possible to
obtain the Royal Assent during the course of the same day, so that

the House might be in a position to resume normal business on the

. 10th March. . The first duty of the House would then be to Lﬁass a

S had discharged duties, and expressm their s&'mpathy
with Mrs. FitzRoy a.nd her famﬂ}" ‘The War Cabinet

. and approved the terms of a Motion to be moved on heha,lf of the
o Gﬂvamment by the Leader of the» Huuae

o The Wa.r Eabmet.—~
: Tonk nqte uf thme amngemants. j

ﬂﬁices af Hw Wa.-r ﬂ'ﬂbzmt S W 1
-Z,-'-:»thpk. 8 1543 g

o : ":'Anjt- Mﬂf;aactmm abt:-, tha.cpnversmp 0f exmting tn:les muld o
L - ‘*'Ag the House is aware, the =~ |
 transport needs of the Se ices have already obliged us to convert -

the War Cabinet during the course of
" the fﬂrthmmmg debate en Air Estimates in the House

e late













