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WAR CABINET 1 2 6 ( 4 2 ) . 

CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the War Cabinet held at 1 0 Downing Street, 
S.W. 1, on Monday, September 2 1 , 1 9 4 2 , at 5 - 3 0 P.M. 

Present 
The Right Hon. WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, M.P., Pr ime Minister (in the Chair). 
The Right Hon. Sir STAFFORD CRIPPS , The Right Hon. Sir JOHN ANDERSON. 

K . C . , M.P., Lord Privy Seal. M.P., Lord President of the Council. 
The Right Hon. ANTHONY EDEN, M.P., The Right Hon. OLIVER LYTTELTON, 

Secretary
Affairs. 

 of State for Foreign M.P., Minister of Production. 

The Right Hon. ERNEST BEVIN, M.P., 
Minister of Labour and National 
Service. 
The following were also present : 

The Right Hon. S. M. BRUCE, Repre
sentative of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. 

H.H.	 THE MAHARAJA J A M SAHEB OF Sir RAMASWAMI MUDALIAR, Represen-
NAWANAGAR, Representative of India. tative of India. 

The Right Hon. Sir KINGSLEY WOOD,' The Righ t Hon. HERBERT MORRISON, 
M.P,, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 	 M.P. , Secretary of State for the 

Home Department and Minister of 
Home Security. 

The Righ t Hon. L. S. AMERY, M.P., The Right Hon. VISCOUNT CRANBORNE, 
Secretary of State for India and Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Secretary of State for Burma. 

The Right Hon. A . V. ALEXANDER, The Right Hon. Sir J A M E S GRIGG, 
M.P., Firs t Lord of the Admiralty. M.P . , Secretary of State for War . 

The Right Hon. Sir ARCHIBALD The Right Hon. BRENDAN BRACKEN, 
SINCLAIR, Bt., M.P., Secretary of M.P . , Minister of Information. 
State for Air . 

The	 Hon. Sir ALEXANDER CADOGAN, Admiral of the Fleet Sir DUDLEY 
Permanent Under-Secretary of State POUND, First Sea Lord and Chief of 

- for Foreign Affairs. 	 Naval Staff (Items 1 -2 ) . 
Air	 Chief Marshal Sir CHARLES F. A. Lieutenant-General A. E. NYE, Vice-

PORTAL, Chief of the Ai r Staff Chief of the Imperial General Staff 
(Items 1 - 2 ) . (Items 1 -2 ) . 

Secretariat. 
Sir EDWARD BRIDGES. 
Major-General Sir HASTINGS ISMAY. -
Mr. L. F. BURGIS. 
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1. The Chiefs of Staff reported the principal events of the 
past week. 

Bomber raids had been carried out on Essen; Wilhelmshaven, 
Saarbrucken and Munich, and a record number of mines had 
been laid. 

The Secretary of State for Ai r was invited to draft a 
suitable message for the War Cabinet to despatch at the 
end of the month, congratulating Bomber Command on 
their activities during September. 

Coastal Command had made 12 attacks on TJ-boats in the Bay 
of Biscay and 1 in the Mediterranean. Four of these attacks had 
been promising, and a U-boat was believed to have been sunk in the 
Mediterranean. 

In the Home theatre the enemy had had 13 aircraft destroyed, 
2 probably destroyed and 16 damaged. Our losses had beeri 
4 fighters, 57 bombers and 8 Coastal Command aircraft. 

German air activity in the Middle East had increased. We had 
attacked Tobruk Harbour and had sunk a 7,000-ton merchant ship 
off Derna, as well as a number of smaller ships. Enemy aircraft 
losses had been 14 destroyed, 16 probably destroyed and 36 damaged. 
Our losses had been 18 fighters. 

Twenty-seyen ships out of 40 in the recent convoy had arrived 
at Archangel. I t was believed that a considerable toll had been 
taken of enemy aircraft, and that a number of their submarines had 
been damaged or sunk. 

During the previous seven days our losses (including the losses 
in the Russian convoy and the liner Laconia) had been 216,000 tons 

Details were given of operations which had included attacks 
on Tobruk Harbour and on Benghazi. Generally speaking, these 
operations had not been very successful. 

There had been little change in the situation in Egypt during 
the past week. The enemy was regrouping his forces and making 
defensive preparations. 

Operations in Madagascar continued successfully and our 
troops were now advancing on the capital. 

A t Stalingrad the Russians were still fighting fiercely, but the 
situation was very confused. The Russians continued to counter
attack from north of the city. On the north bank of the River 
Terek the Germans had regained some of their lost ground. In the 
Caucasus Passes the Russians had counter-attacked with some 
success, and further west the Germans had made no further 
progress. While the position at Stal ingrad was, perhaps, rather 
more serious, it was satisfactory that the enemy had made such 
small progress during the week, notwithstanding the heavy losses 
incurred. 

The War Cabinet took note of these statements. 

 2. I n connection with the discussion recorded in the previous 
 Minute, a short discussion took place as to whether we should 

be discontinued, continue to publish our aircraft losses. The general view was that 
publication of these losses must be of considerable assistance to the 
enemy, and that i t "should be discontinued on these grounds. 

The W a r Cabinet accordingly agreed—r 
-	 (a) Tha t the publication of aircraft losses should be discon

tinued. The announcement should take the form of an 
answer to a Parl iamentary Question, which should say 
that, since publication of these losses was of considerable 
assistance to the enemy, it was proposed to discontinue 
their publication as from the end of the month. 

The Lord Privy Seal was invited to make the 
necessary arrangements. : 

.. ' [ 2 4 3 8 1 - l j ; . . B 2 



Air Raids. 
Damage and 
Casualties. 
(Previous 
Reference: 
W.M. (42) 119th 
Conclusions, 
Minute 3.) 

The Fighting 
French. 
Admission to 
this Country 
of M. Vallin. 

Refugees. 
Jewish refugees 
from France. 

T^rT^'
The B.B.C.

(&) That there was ho objection to the personnel of the Royal 
Air Force being informed of aircraft losses, and that, if 
Parl iament pressed for the information, i t could be given 
in Secret Session. 

3. The Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security said 
that there had been a number of small t ip-and-run raids over the 
coast. 

The First Lord of the Admiralty said that on.one of these raids 
considerable damage had been done to Dartmouth College, but, as 
the College had been in vacation, there had been only one fatal 
service casualty. In view of the risks involved in present circum
stances, the Admiralty were considering some measure of dispersion 
from the College. . . 

0 The War Cabinet took note of this statement. 

4. Reference was made to the admission to this country of 
M. Vallin, who had formerly been associated with the French Croix 
de Feu. 

I t was explained that, owing to an oversight, the Home Office 
had not been consulted before arrangements had.been made to bring 
M. Vallin to this country. In future cases the Home Office would 
be.consulted. 

The question was also raised whether criticism was likely to be 
made if persons who had been prominently associated with a French 
body of Fascist tendencies were brought to this country. The 
general view of the War Cabinet was that such criticisms would not 
have much force, bearing in mind that persons, such as M. Andre 
Phil ip, who held very different political views, had welcomed 
M. Vallin's arrival in this country. 

The War Cabinet took note of these statements. 

5. The Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security
referred to the pressure being exercised by M. Laval to drive Jewish 
refugees out of France. The Jewish organisations were now 
urging that we should allow Jewish refugees from France to come 
to this country. 

The Home Secretary said that, while any general claim of this 
kind must be resisted, he thought that consideration might have to 
be given to the admission to this country of a limited number of 
refugees in special categories, e.g., children who already had 
relations over here. 

The W a r C a b i n e t -
Asked the Home Secretary to submit a Memorandum 
dealing with this matter. 

w -6- Tho W a r Cabinet had before them a. Memorandum by the 
 Minister of Information (W.P. (42) 414). 

The Minister claimed that the Advisory Committee on Civil 
Service Man-Power (the Kennet Committee) had not shown 
sufficient realisation either of the importance of maintaining an 
efficient broadcasting system.as par t of the country's propaganda 
services, or of the need for the deferment of the military service of 
an adequate number of the younger members of the B.B.C. staff for 
this purpose. He asked that a suitable instruction might be issued 
to the Kennet Committee on this matter and that the reservations 



of staff due to run out at the end of the current month might be 
continued unti l they had been reconsidered by the Committee in the 
light of any instruction that might be issued to them. 

After a short discussion, the War Cabinet— 
Invited the Minister of Information to confer with the 
Minister of Labour and National Service wi th a view to 
a settlement of the issues involved. 

7. The Secretary of State for War said that a film about 
"Colonel Blimp " was being made. Facilities had been asked for 
from the War Office. These had been refused, on the ground that 
the film was likely to bring ridicule upon the Army. The producers 
had nevertheless proceeded with the making of the film, which was 
now at an advanced stage. 

There was no existing Defence Regulation under which the 
film could be suppressed. He understood that the Minister of 
Info? lation was averse from taking the very wide powers which 
would be necessary to stop this film. 

More recently, however, an approach had been made to the 
financier who was backing the film, who had agreed that, when the 
film had reached the " rough-cut stage," it should be seen by repre
sentatives of the War Office and the Ministry of Information, and 
that, if they took the view the film was undesirable, he would 
arrange for it to be withdrawn.' . 

General agreement was expressed with the view that it was 
impossible to allow a film to be produced which was liable to under
mine the discipine of the Army; and satisfaction was expressed 
that this could be achieved by the friendly arrangement outlined by 
the Secretary of State for War. 

Great George Street, S.W. 1, 

September 21, 1942. 









