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W A R C A B I N E T 19 ( 4 2 ) . 

CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the War Cabinet held at 10 Downing Street, 
S.W. 1, on Monday, February 9, 1942, at 6 P .M. 

P r e s e n t : 
T h e R i g h t H o n . W I N S T O N S. CHURCHILL , M.P . , P r i m e M i n i s t e r (in the Chair). 
The R i g h t H o n . C. R. ATTLEE , M . P . , T h e R i g h t H o n . S i r J O H N A N D E R S O N , 

L o r d P r i v y Seal . M.P . , L o r d P r e s i d e n t of t h e Council . 
The R i g h t H o n . ANTHONY E D E N , M . P . . The R i g h t H o n . A . GREENWOOD , M . P . , 

Sec re ta ry of S t a t e for F o r e i g n Min i s t e r w i t h o u t Por t fo l io . 
Affairs. 

T h e R i g h t H o n . L O R D BEAVERBROOK, The : R i g h t H o n . S i r K I N G S L E Y W O O D , 
M i n i s t e r of P r o d u c t i o n . M.P . , Chancel lor of the Excheque r . 

T h e R i g h t H o n . E R N E S T B E V I N , M .P . , 
M i n i s t e r of L a b o u r and N a t i o n a l 
Service. 

T h e following were also p r e s e n t : 
T h e R i g h t H o n . S i r EARLE P A G E , 

Specia l Envoy from the Government 
of the Commonwea l th of A u s t r a l i a . 

The R i g h t H o n . HERBERT MORRISON, The R i g h t H o n . L . S. A M E R Y , M . P . , 
M . P . , Secre ta ry of S t a t e for t h e Secre tary of S t a t e for I n d i a a n d 
H o m e D e p a r t m e n t a n d Min i s t e r of Secre tary of S t a t e for B u r m a . 
H o m e Secur i ty . 

The R i g h t H o n . LORD M O Y N E , Secre tary The R i g h t H o n . A . V  . ALEXANDER, 
of S t a t e for t h e Colonies. M.P . , F i r s t L o r d of the A d m i r a l t y . 

C a p t a i n the R i g h t H o n . H . D . The R i g h t H o n . S i r ARCHIBALD 
MARGESSON , M . P . , Sec re ta ry of S t a t e SINCLAIR , Bt . , M . P . , Sec re ta ry of 
for W a r . S t a t e for A i r . 

The R i g h t H o n . BRENDAN BRACKEN, The Hon . S i r ALEXANDER CADOGAN, 
M . P . , M i n i s t e r of I n f o r m a t i o n . P e r m a n e n t U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 

for Fo re ign Affairs . 
A d m i r a l of the Flee t S i r D U D L E Y A i r Chief M a r s h a l S i r CHARLES F . A . 

P O U N D , F i r s t Sea L o r d a n d Chief of PORTAL , Chief of t he A i r Staff. 
N a v a l Staff. 

Gene ra l S i r A L A N BROOKE , Chief of t h e 
I m p e r i a l Gene ra l Staff. 

Secretariat: 
Si r E D W A R D B R I D G E S . 
M a j o r - G e n e r a l S i r H A S T I N G S I S M A Y . 
M r . W  . D  . W I L K I N S O N . 
M r . L . F . B U R G I S . 
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1. The Chiefs of Staff gave the following in fo rma t ion in 
amplif icat ion of Cab ine t W a r Room Records Nos. 884-890 :— 

I n the H o m e T h e a t r e the enemy h a d lost 5 a i r c ra f t w i th 
6 d a m a g e d ; w e h a d lost 14. 

I n the M i d d l e E a s t the enemy h a d lost 5 a i rc ra f t , w i t h 2 pro­
bably destroyed a n d 11 d a m a g e d ; we h a d lost 18 w i t h 23 damaged . 

I n B u r m a the enemy h a d lost 13 a i r c r a f t w i t h 13 probably 
des t royed a n d 4 d a m a g e d ; we h a d lost 2 w i t h 4 damaged . 

A t S i n g a p o r e the enemy h a d lost 13 a i r c r a f t w i t h 7 probably 
des t royed a n d 11 d a m a g e d ; we h a d lost 26 a i r c r a f t w i t h 14 damaged . 
I n sp i t e of t h e a r r i v a l of re inforcements , we were much out­
numbered in t h e a i r . T h e J a p a n e s e h a d ca r r i ed ou t heavy r a i d s 
a g a i n s t S u m a t r a . 

D u r i n g the p rev ious week 115,000 tons of s h i p p i n g h a d been 
lost by enemy act ion . Be la ted r e p o r t s m i g h t account for ano ther 
53,000 tons. U n i t e d S ta t e s s h i p p i n g losses accounted for a sub­
s t a n t i a l p r o p o r t i o n of these figures. T a n k e r losses h a d been heavy. 

A t first l i g h t on t h e 8th F e b r u a r y a small enemy force h a d 
occupied P u l a u U b i n I s l and , N o r t h - E a s t of S i n g a p o r e I s l and in the 
J o h o r e S t r a i t s . D u r i n g the n i g h t the 8 t h / 9 t h Feb rua ry the 
J a p a n e s e h a d l anded a considerable force on the N o r t h - W e s t Coas t 
of S i n g a p o r e I s l a n d . These t roops h a d p e n e t r a t e d about 5 miles 
in land . T e n g a h aerodrome was in enemy occupat ion. T h i s w a s 
ser ious news, b u t we h a d large number s of t roops in the I s l a n d . 

T h e genera l pos i t ion h a d been quiet , w i t h s l igh t p a t r o l ac t iv i ty 
a t P a a n a n d D a g w i n (both on R i v e r Salween) . 

A week ago ou r l ine h a d r u n roughly n o r t h a n d south t h r o u g h 
Mechi l i . I nc r ea sed enemy pressure h a d caused a fu r the r w i t h ­
d r a w a l . A new l ine h a d now been es tabl ished from G a z a l a to the 
south, covering Tobruk . P a r t i c u l a r s were given of the t a n k s t r e n g t h 
on both sides. Ques t ions were asked as to whe the r our a r r a n g e m e n t s 
for secur ing the serviceabi l i ty of our t a n k s were sa t i s fac tory . 

G e r m a n res i s tance in R u s s i a a p p e a r e d to be stiffening 
somewhat , a n d heavy snowfal ls h a d hampered the R u s s i a n 
movements. 

The W a r C a b i n e t took note of the above s ta tement . 

 2. I n the course of discussion on t h e previous i tem, the Foreign 
Secretary r e fe r red to te legrams w h i c h he h a d received f rom the 

 U n i t e d S t a t e s sugges t ing t h a t we were l e t t ing others , and p a r t i c u ­
l a r ly A u s t r a l i a n t roops , d o al l t h e fighting for us , and t h a t t he 
m a t e r i a l ass is tance sent w a s la rge ly of A m e r i c a n or ig in . 

The Minister of Information s a id tha t , a t a n ear l ie r s tage, 
special publ ic i ty h a d been given to t he u t i l i sa t ion of A m e r i c a n 
equ ipmen t . B u t these ins t ruc t ions h a d a l r eady been cancelled. 

The W a r Cab ine t took no te of th i s s ta tement . 

 3. The Foreign Secretary g ave in fo rma t ion in r e g a r d to t he 
a t t a c k s made on B r i t i s h es tab l i shments a t Tang ie r , following a bomb 
explosion. P u b l i c i t y in r e g a r d to these events w a s to be deprecated, 
a n d any act ion w h i c h m i g h t exacerba te the pos i t ion should be 
avoided . 

The W a r Cab ine t took no te of th i s s ta tement . 
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 4. The Foreign Secretary r eminded the W a r Cab ine t t h a t I t 
h d been decided to in fo rm P r e s i d e n t Roosevelt of the i n t e n t i o n t o a 

 d e spa t ch C a n a d i a n t r o o p s to the F a l k l a n d I s l a n d s . M r . Mackenz i e 
 K i n g h a d now m a d e a n e n q u i r y as to the P r e s i d e n t s a t t i t u d e . I t 

 w a s p roposed to in fo rm h i m t h a t , i n view of t he na ture , Of t h e r ep ly 
received, he could now proceed to send C a n a d i a n t roops tip t h e 
F a l k l a n d I s l a n d s . -

T h e W a r Cab ine t took note of t h i s s t a t emen t . 

5. T h e W a r C a b i n e t -
A p p r o v e d the scheme con ta ined i n the M e m o r a n d u m by thiei 
H o m e Sec r e t a r y a n d the S ec r e t a r y of S t a t e for W a r 
( W . P . (42) 68) whereby a por t ion of c iv i l defence w o r k e r s 
m i g h t j o in the H o m e G u a r d , a n d members of t he H o m e 
G u a r d m i g h t p e r f o r m civil defence d u t i e s ; a n d i n v i t e d 
the H o m e Sec re t a ry to m a k e t h e necessary announcemen t 
in the H o u s e of Commons on T h u r s d a y , t he 12th F e b r u a r y : 

Great George Street, S.W. 1, 
February 9, 1942. 






