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EDUCATIONAL POLICY COMMITTEE.

T
SECOh D HEFPOIT,.
i
315 The Cebinet Committee on Hducaticnal FPolicy, which was

originelly constituted in Februsry 1934 (Csebinet 5 (34)
Conclusion 5), is now, as pert of the new arrangements spproved
after the lsst Ceneral Klection ena set out in C,P. 219 (35),
composed of the following Ministers :-

The Lerd IPresident of the Couneily

The Chancellor of the Excheyuer,

The Lord Chesancellor,

The iford Privy Seal,

The Secretery of Stete for Scotland,

The President of the Dosrd of Trade,

The Minister without Portfelio,

The Pregident of the Board of Ecucation,
The Minister of Healith,
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The Minizter of Lsbour.

2. The position is that the main educstionsl proposals of
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iis Ms jesty's Government, so fer as they require legislstion,
are now conteined in draft English and Scottish Education Bills,
which heve been gpproved by the Home Affairs Committee, and are
under considerstion by the Cabinet. The Zabinet, at 1lts Meeting
cn Januery 228nd 1936 (Cebinet 2 (36) Conclusions 7 &nd 8),
referred to the Committee certain points on the two Bills which
had teen reserved for Csbinet determination by the Home Affairs
Committee and sny other points of 4ifficulty that might be
raised, The Committee met on Jenuery 25rd, 1936, and it then
appeared thet the only points reaquiring their further consider-
gtion were the following :-
(a) The proviss té Sub-section 2 of Clause 2 of the
English Bill, end the corresponding proviso of

the SBecttish B111; The broad effect of these

Provisos, ss drafted, was that exemptions from
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the obligation to attend school until 15, for
benericiel emslorsent, vould nomelly o erdate
only frow the end of eacn school term; 1if,
hovever, the Local pducation suthority
issuing the employment ceriificates had been

raraished, before Liie beginniiig of the term,

with information eufiicient to satisfy it that
smployment beneficial to a child was availatle,
the Authority was emovered to issue a
certificate in that case during the course of

a Leim.

(b) The effect of the . lish Bill was to continue
the crediting of Tuemployment Insursnce contri- |
butions for attendance at schools between 14 and '
15 in England and Wales whereas in Scotland, after
the let September, 1939, such credits will not ;

begin until the child has attained the age of 15.

(c) The guestion of empowering Local Authorities i
in Beotland to provide medical treatnent in

Secottish Instructional {entrss.

grant of emolovment certilicates during a school Leris

S After c.reful consideration we think thet each case
sliould be decided on its merits by the lLocal Authority in
the light of its loecal knowledge end in the intereets of

the individual child. This c.n, in our opinion, be secured
by a scomewhat morse elagtic formulsé thean thet contained in
the provicos ae at present drufted, and we accordingly
recomnend the substitution for thuse proviscs of some such

wording as followsg- 1
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"Provided that the iszuing authority when so
gatisTied may nevertheless suspend certifi-
cates of employmernt until the aend of the
gchool term',

It will, of ecourse, be understood that we hsve adopted
this formuls subiect teo sny drafting smencments whicsh
Parliamentary Counssl may find it necessary to make, and to

any conseguentlial slterations which may be reguired.

Crediting of Unemployment Insurance Contributions.

4, We gre egreed thet in this matter uniformity of future
practice throughout Great Britain must be secured and that such
uniformlity can only be secured by new unemployment insurance
lagisletion. It has been suggested to us that the prineciple
of the ereditinz ol contiributiens for children of 14 Lg 15
will 1n future be wrong, and thet sccordingly the Government
ghould decide to bring the practice in England and Wales into
conformity with the prectice in Scotland. On the other hand,
we think thst such a reverssl of the 1934 policy in this
respect would be difficult to justify, and that it would be
politically imprscticable to introduce within the next three
years legislation which would take away privileges granted in
Section 1 of the Unemployment Act, 1934, and continued by the
English Bill. We slso think that the decision ¢f the Govern-—
ment should be announced forthwith. We @ccordingly recommend:-
Ihat 8 stetement should be made on the Sescond
Reading of the Education Bill in the House of
Commone to the effect that the Covernment Lave
decided thet the position in Scotlsnd in regzard
to the erediting of Unemployment Insurance
contributions shell be brought intc Line with
the position in England anda Wales: tfat Tor
technical reasons effect cennot be given %o
this decision by means of the present educational
legisletion but thet the decision will be fully
inplemented before the raising of the esusko2d

lesving age provisions of that legislatich come
into operation in 1939,

Medical Trestment in Instructional Centres in Scotland.

S. We are sdvised that the title of the Fiucation (Scotland )

Eill precludes the introduction of & provision enabling local
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autinorities in 8Scotlasnd to provide medical trestment in
their Instructional Centres, and this matter will therefore
have to he deslt with 1ln other legislation on soue

convenient opportunity in the future.

Sicned on wehsll of the Dommittee

J. RAMEAY MACDONALD

oh-irmens.

2, Whitehall Gardens, S.%.1.

January 2bth, 19386,



