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Conference on the Veoluntary Bchool Problem.

Joint Memorcndum by the 1
President of tiae Beord of Education. |
Mineter of Health

and
First Comnissionar of Works,

The Co mittee appointe” by the Cabinet attended
the Conference on the Voluntzry Schiool question, held at
the Board of Hducation, at which representatives of the
five chief interests were present. The propossals for
aiding Voluntary Belicols (zee Cabinet Paper 418(30)) were
put before the Conference.

On the first day a large measure of agreement was |
evinced, after whieh a Comnittee amended the proposals in _ﬁ
several lapertant respects. On the second day tihe !
amended proposals were discussed anew. Finally, it
appeared tlmt tihe representatives of the Chureh cf
Zngland and the Rowan Catholies were prepared to accepnt
the proposels on behalf of their Churches. Tho representatives
of the Autliorities and of the Teachers also were prepared
to agree, though they could not, toc the same extent, ocommit
their Crcenisations. The Nonconformists remained dissatisfied.
Inltheir amended form, however, the proposals are more
favourable to the Nonconformist position than those put
Ifurward by the Government last year.

(1) Tﬁs Voluntary Menagers are regquired, in the first
instanca, to provide at least 25 per cent., of the
money involved, and ray be required to provide 50 per
cent.
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(2) Two alternative methods of appointing reserved
| teachers have been inserted, on the whols more
favourahle to publie contrel.

(3) A proposal has been inserted, larrely at tlhe
surgestion of Dr. Vorkman and enlarged with t':4 good-
will of the Church of Ingland representatives, which
secures undercmirational tesching in all "singlo-
school areas" end wherever children are transferred
for recrganization purpcses.

Thne lNonconformists apprecinted the value of thaese
conces:aions, but persisted in the opinion thet the
rpresent proposals were not merely emergency proposals asd
those of last year, but were of a permanent character.

In this respect it wes pointed out {that they 4id not

differ materially from last year, but were to meet the
game emergency.

fur predominant inpression of the Conference wac

tha amount of arreement secured, ratiecr than the absence
of complete unanimity. The fact that the Nonconformists
ars not reconciled is serious. But 1t 1s aven less
possible to ignore thie faoct tihmt the proposals are accept-

able to the representatives of the othor four partias

directly interested. : it
The representativos of the teachers were partiocular=- I
1y insistean$ that it was a valuable increase of public
control that all the teachers in these schools s¢ aided
would become public mervants of the Authority instead of
servants of the lenagers., The representatives of the Leecal
Autuoritiss attached zreat imrportance to the asssistence which
the proposals would give to the efficient and econcmical

Aavelopment of educatbtion in their areas. There was a

general desire that the pacsare of the Edueation Bill should ‘
not be jecpardised by failure to find = solution of the
2.
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diffioulties invelved. _

We append a nupr.nf the amended prorosals,. e
T
recommend that legislation be undertaken on these linos.
It will be necessary for & definite anncuncement te be
made by the President as soen as the Eduecation Bill gomes
up for further discussion on Vednesday, January 2lst.
Ha must then state whetiier .itis the intention of the

Government to legislate and, if so, he will certainly Ye

agked as to %1e date of tas introductleon of the Bill,

C.D.
ﬁ-G.-

G.L.

15%1 January 1831,




Amended PROPOSATLS,

(The underlined passeges represent amendments, made at
the Confers=nce, to the propossls in O0.P. 418(30), which

rrere placed befor~ the Conference ap & basis of disouseion.)

1. Local FEducation Authorities may ma’te arrangemesnts

with ¥anagers of Non-provided SBchools w~hich Bre reguired for
purposes of re-organisation, or Tor raising the school leaving
agce.

2 Associations of schools may be ccnstituted in tho
arca of any Local Education Authority renrocsentative of the
Hanagers ¢ the schools of any particuler Dentmination and

of ite Church Authoritie=. Zuch Asscciations may be

ef their constituent Managers and to act for the Managers

in every cther respect under this Act if S0 desired by the

Managers,

3. Such agreements are to be made between Local Educa-
tion Authorities on the one hand, and, on the other, Associations
ef Bchools or Bodies of Menagers of individual ecghools,
Throughout the proposals the word "Managers" means sither
Aesocistions of fchoels or individual Bodies of Managers,

4, Buch 2grcements mey be altered if beih perties sz
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B, Schools which come within an sgrecment shall be aided
towards the necessary Improvements n; re~ccnditicning to the
cxtent in the crigln:sl agreement of mot less than 5O per cent.
ﬂnﬁ not more ihen 78 per oent. uvf the cost by the Local
Education Authoriiy.

6. Yhe Loeal Authority shall heve power to make future

B M - o ——

ipprn?iggpta, end ﬂgagl be eble to pey the whole or such

-; Bropoxtion of the cost as may be pgreed in esch case. But
1.
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the drty of the Managers teo lcep the S8checlhouse in repailr
remains unaffected,

7. The Scheol camot be elescd witheut thoe cconsent of the
Local Education Authority.

R, The Teachers ars to be in the employnmont cf the
T.ceal Fduecation Authority and are to be appeinted and dismiesed
ty them,

. The agreement shall lay down how many teechers shall
be reserved, a8 having religioys  qualifications, The
unreserved teachers shall be eppointed as in FProvided Schools,
BPut the agreements shall permit & variety of arrangements as
to the methods of eppointing the wessrved teachers, |

10, The agreement moay specify alterrnatively -
either (a) that the Looal Education Authority shall

appoint the reserved teacher, provided that he
possesses some certificate of competence Or

other qualification in relation %0 religious

teaching as mgrecd on between the Loecal Egquecation
Authority and the Managors; :
or (b) thet the Local Education Aujshority shall apnoint

thy; reserved tsacher, provided that the Managers ;

ave satisfied as fto his fitnsss and his competence i

to gire the reuuirad relizious instruction; .

eyt i etbont et il |

or (e) that ihs Managera may have the rizht of
rocommending a toachor feor appointment

from a short list Df_ﬂgﬁ_lﬂﬁﬂ than five applications

goieciad by tha Authovity after coneultation

with the Managsra, on tho understanding that the
Losal Education Authovity do not refuse to appoint
hha rgcﬂmMEHded teachasr on grounds solely con=
nected with his zeligious sultability and
competanae.

A8 s Reserved teachers are to be dismissable by tha Leoecal

Education Authority. But the Managera may request the

transfer or ramoval on religious greunds, |
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12, Tn case of a serious deadlock batween the Managers
and the Leceal Educatlion Authority as to either appointment
or dismisaal;’ the matter shall be decided by an arbitrator
appeinted by the Board of Fducation, assisted by two assessors -
one appointed by the Locnl Education Authority, the other by
the Bishop of the Denomination to which the school belongs.

13, In any area where there is no effeoctive choice of

¢ achnols or where children over or under the age of eleven years

§ are trensferred from a school provided by the ILocal Education

——

.; Authority to & school not so provided, or from a nonsprevided

school Of one denemination to & nOna_I_J_rﬂvided sc&gﬂl of another

denomination =

s .

() provision shall be made for religlous teaching to be

givan in the school to which such children ave {rang-

ferred upon the syllabus (if any) prescribed oz

authorised by the Locel Education Authority for use

in scho=ls provided by them,

Nothing in this Act shell prevent the giving of

Speoial religious instruction under the provisions of

Bection 29 {5) (c) of the Education 4dct, 1921,

(v) any ohild attending tre_school may be withdram from

it during the time of religious instructiom if -

(1) his parent so desires:

(ii) the Toeal Auvihority are satisfied that arrange-

menie have besn made for him 1o aftend religl ous

fnsiruciion elsowhere,

1ie The agrecment may stipulate that religious teaching

r"f according to an agreed syllebus shall be obligatory in the

8chopol ,




