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IS DOCIRMENT IS THE PRIOrERATY OF BIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERIBENT).
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ROLAN CaTHOLIC SCEODLS.

MEMOSANDIN BY THE PS8 TUERNT OF THE BOARD OF
| BDUGATION.
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With reference to my recent Memorendum on Church
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Schools (C.F. 276 (20} }, my colleagues maey be interssted

to see the attached report of a speech by the Homan

%
ey

Catholic Archbishop of Cardiff, which indicates the

att itude which one or two of the Rﬂmaﬁ Catholio
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Bienhope ars taking. The Archbishop 12, I bellave,
8 strong Congervative and this mskes the speech all

the more significﬁnt. E

| Board of Education,
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17th QOctobar, 192E.
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AEPORT of SIUECH made by tho ARCHBISHOP of CARDIFF

on the 7th OCTOBER, 1928.

"Parents have many dutios to fulfil towards their
children, but one of the mosgts inportant duties which
regstea ugon thom ig to see that their children are
prozerly sducated,

By belng educated we do not mesn heving thenm
taught merely resding, writing, snd erithmetic, but we
mean having all their faculties developsed, and partiocularly
the religious faeculty.

How, it is incumbeunt on the State to respect the
solemn duties of parenta. It ia aven inoumbent on the
State when necessary to helyp the parents to carry out
theilr duties te thoir ghildren. It ia evident that the
British Government reccognises this faet to a certain
extent ag regards the @ﬂuaatioﬁ of tho children of the
working elassg in Baglend and Wales.

I have seid 'to & certein extent' for the reason
thet while the Goverumont undertske to pay the teachers,
and to meet the current exponseg of all recognised
primary schools, it is not willing to pay anything
towards the erection of schocl buildings, except for
those parents who do not wish thelr children to receiva
any definite religious Iinstruction.

Those parents who want their children to recelve
definite religious instruction must build and pay for
thelr own school buildings.

In other words, we Catholics, who insist upqn our
children being taught the Christian a;d the Catholic -
religion during the time thet they recelve their seculer
education, must &3 s reaulf build our own schools snd

ray the whole cost.
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Iz this what we should expect froom the Govermment
of s ﬁhriati&n country? Is this what we shoulé expect
from & country which boasts of justice and freedom of
religions thought - & country which claims to have regard
for the conscientious feelings of all its subjects?

For many yo&Ts now, our poor peocple havo williagly
gathered together thelr hard-oerned wsges; snd they have
g8id thousands and thousands of pounds in bui}ding Gatholia.
gchools throughout the country. Thie haa'always been s
heavy burdsn upon Catholics, who, for the nost part,
belong to the pocrest section of the comounity. Now,
however, that the prico ¢of building hag inereszsed so
enorniously, it has becomo & burden too great for uas to
boar.

We simply cenncot continue to build our sehoola-ani
ray the whole of the coat of them. It.is to our Govern-—
ment that we look either to build our schools, or, at sny
rate, to share with us the burden of building them.

The least that tho Government can do for us is to
pay us & substantial rent for the use of our school
buildings as part of their school machinerg, 80 thsat by
means of this rent we can pay tho 1ntereat on the monsey
we have to borrow, and gradually extinguish the capital
debt thst we have incurred.

It may be of interest toc you to know that the
erection of this eschool, together with the eite, will
eost no less than £19,000, which is equiwvszlent in the City
of Cardiff to & threoepsmny rate. This will gilve you soma
ldea of how Catholies are being penslised, and show you
how much we are saving the rates and taxcs of the
countty, while, in addition, we are paying our share of

thess ratss and texes.




If the nmembers of our present Govermment &re not

willing to help us es regards building our schools; 1f
thoy will not recopgnise the injustice under which we are
suffering, and if they will not give us any redresa,

thaon let us tz=ke the first opportunity we have of trying
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to find others who will sot more 1n conformity with what
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wa know a8 British Justice.
Haxt.srring or summer we shall have an opportunity

of doing this when the General Eleotlon takes plecs.
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Doubtlesa, Wwe ahall be asksd for cur vﬁte by
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representatives of warioua parties, but let omr first
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question be before sny party questions &re toudhed upon:
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"What will you do for us as regsrds our Catholie schools?
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Will you insist upon the leadsrs of your perty bringing in
a Bill to put sn end to the present injustice unier

which we suffer as regards the building end peying for ocur
Bchool bulldings, and will you vote for the rassing of
such a Bill%!'

It is trus that we are 1n a minority in this
agountry, but it iz wonderful what we can do if ws arg
rocally unifed, end i1f we 2ot 88 one man.

Our voting power is much gresater now than 1t has
over boen, and I feel certain that if we &are faithful to
our Gatholic children, end if we are faithful to our
Catholic schools, we can obtain justice and fair play as
regards the education of our Catholic children.

We nmust, however, bhe united, and oven be prepared
1f necessary to put party feellngs on ome sids. Without
this we ghall never gain onr end, and we ghall 2till hava
to groan under the injustice of paying for our Catholic

gohools.



Lot us hope that 8 Bill of relief will scon be
ours, but let us s&lso hope that this Bill will be, s0
to spsak, retrospoctivo, that 1s to say, may it not only
affoet future sochools, but also be so freamed that it
will help your present good priest at St. Mary's to pay

the huge cost of this school which is now being built™.
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