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C A B I M E T. 

ROHAN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. 

MB^OfiAIJIXILl BY THE P^SIUBITO OF, THE BOARS Off ' 
EDUCATION. 

With r e f e r e n c e t o my r e c e n t Memorandum on Church 

S c h o o l s ( C P . 276 (EG) ) , my c o l l e a g u e s may b e I n t e r e s t e d 

t o s e e t h e a t t a c h e d r e p o r t of a s p e e c h by t h e Roman 

C a t h o l i c A r c h b i s h o p of C a r d i f f , wh ich I n d i c a t e s t h e 

a t t i t u d e wh ich one o r two of t h e Roman C a t h o l i c 

B i s h o p s a r e t a k i n g . The A r c h b i s h o p i s , I b e l i e v e , 

a s t r o n g C o n s e r v a t i v e and t h i s makes t h e s p e e c h a l l 

t h e more s i g n i f i c a n t . 

E . P . 

Board of E d u c a t i o n , . 

17 th O c t o b e r . 1 9 2 6 . 



II 
REPORT of SPEECH made "by t h o ARCHBISHOP of CARDXFg 

on t h e 7 t h OCT03SR  1 9 2 8 . r

" p a r e n t s have many d u t i e s t o f u l f i l t o w a r d s t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n , b u t one o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t d u t i e s which 

r e s t s upon thorn i s t o s ee t h a t t h o i r c h i l d r e n a r e 

p r o p e r l y e d u c a t e d . 

3y b e i n g e d u c a t e d we do not mean h a v i n g them, 

t a u g h t m e r e l y r e a d i n g , w r i t i n g , and a r i t h m e t i c , "but we 

mean h a v i n g a l l t h e i r f a c u l t i e s d e v e l o p e d , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e r e l i g i o u s f a c u l t y , 

Now, i t i s incumbent on t h e S t a t e t o r e s p e c t t h e 

so lemn d u t i e s of p a r e n t s . I t i s even incumbent on t h e 

S t a t e when n e c e s s a r y t o h e l p t h e p a r e n t s t o c a r r y ou t 

t h e i r d u t i e s t o t h o i r c h i l d r e n c I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e 

B r i t i s h Government r e c o g n i s e s t h i s f a c t t o a c e r t a i n 

e x t e n t as. r e g a r d s t h e e d u c a t i o n of t h o c h i l d r e n of t h e 

w o r k i n g c l a s s i n E n g l a n d and W a l e s . 

I have s a i d ' t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t ' f o r t h e r e a s o n 

t h a t w h i l e t h e Government u n d e r t a k e t o pay t h e t e a c h e r s , 

and t o meet t h e c u r r e n t expenses of a l l r e c o g n i s e d 

p r i m a r y s c h o o l s , i t i s no t w i l l i n g t o pay a n y t h i n g 

t o w a r d s t h e e r e c t i o n of s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s , excep t f o r 

t h o s e p a r e n t s who do n o t wish t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o r e c e i v e 

any d e f i n i t e r e l i g i o u s I n s t r u c t i o n . 

Those p a r e n t s who want t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o r e c e i v e 

d e f i n i t e r e l i g i o u s i n s t x u e t i o n must b u i l d and pay for, 

t h e i r own s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s . 

In o t h e r w o r d s , we C a t h o l i c s , who i n s i s t upon cur. 

c h i l d r e n b e i n g t a u g h t t h e C h r i s t i a n and t h e C a t h o l i c , 

r e l i g i o n d u r i n g t h e t i m e t h a t t h e y r e c e i v e t h e i r s e c u l a r 

e d u c a t i o n , must as a r e s u l t b u i l d our own s c h o o l s and 

pay t h e whole c o s t . 



I s t h i s what we s h o u l d e x p e c t f r o n t h e Government 

of a C h r i s t i a n c o u n t r y ? I s t h i s what we s h o u l d e x p e c t 

from a c o u n t r y which b o a s t s o f j u s t i c e and f reedom o f 

r e l i g i o u s t h o u g h t - a c o u n t r y which c l a i m s t o have r e g a r d 

f o r t h e c o n s c i e n t i o u s f e e l i n g s of a l l I t s s u b j e c t s ? 

F o r many y o a r s now, our p o o r p e o p l e h a v o . w i l l i n g l y 

g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r t h e i r h a r d - o a m e d w a g e s ; and t h e y h a v e 

p a i d t h o u s a n d s and t h o u s a n d s o f pounds i n b u i l d i n g C a t h o l i c 

s c h o o l s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . Th i s h a s a lways b e e n a 

heavy b u r d e n upon C a t h o l i c s , who, f o r t h e most p a r t , 

b e l o n g t o t h e p o o r e s t s e c t i o n of t h e communi ty . Now, 

however , t h a t t h e p r i o o of b u i l d i n g h a s i n c r e a s e d so 

e n o r m o u s l y , i t h a s become a b u r d e n t o o g r e a t f o r us t o 

b e a r . 

We s i m p l y canno t c o n t i n u e t o b u i l d ou r s c h o o l s and 

p a y t h e whole of t h e c o s t of them. I t i s t o ou r Govern­

ment t h a t we l ook e i t h e r t o b u i l d o u r s c h o o l s , o r , a t any 

r a t e , t o s h a r e w i t h u s t h e b u r d e n of b u i l d i n g them. 

The l e a s t t h a t t h o Government can do f o r u s I s t o 

pay us a s u b s t a n t i a l r e n t f o r t h e u s e of o u r s c h o o l 

b u i l d i n g s a s ' p a r t of t h e i r s c h o o l m a c h i n e r y , so t h a t by . 

means of t h i s r e n t we can pay t h o i n t e r e s t on t h e money 

we h a v e t o b o r r o w , and g r a d u a l l y e x t i n g u i s h t h o c a p i t a l 

d e b t t h a t we havo I n c u r r e d . 

I t may be of i n t e r e s t t o you t o know t h a t t h e 

e r e c t i o n of t h i s s c h o o l , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e s i t e , w i l l 

c o s t no l e s s t h a n £ 1 9 , 0 0 0 , which i s e q u i v a l e n t i n t h e C i t y 

of C a r d i f f t o a t h r e e p e n n y r a t e . T h i s w i l l g i v e you some 

i d e a of how C a t h o l i c s a r e b e i n g p e n a l i s e d , and show you 

how much we a r e s a v i n g t h e r a t e s and t a x e s of t h e 

c o u n t r y , w h i l e , i n a d d i t i o n , we a r e p a y i n g o u r s h a r e of 

t h e s e rate3 and t a x e s . 



I f t h e nembers of o u r p r e s e n t Government a r e n o t 

w i l l i n g t o h e l p u s as r e g a r d s b u i l d i n g our s c h o o l s ; i f 

t h o y w i l l no t r e c o g n i s e t h e i n j u s t i c e u n d e r which we a r e 

s u f f e r i n g , and i f t h e y w i l l no t g i v e us any r e d r e s s , 

t h e n l e t us t a k e t h e f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y we have of t r y i n g 

t o f i n d o t h e r s who w i l l a o t more i n c o n f o r m i t y With what 

we know as B r i t i s h j u s t i c e . 

N e x t ' s p r i n g o r summer we s h a l l have an o p p o r t u n i t y 

of d o i n g t h i s when t h e G e n e r a l E l e o t i o n t a k e s p l a c e . 

D o u b t l e s s , We s h a l l be a s k e d f o r cu r v o t e by 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of v a r i o u s p a r t i e s , b u t l e t o u r f i r s t 

q u e s t i o n be b e f o r e any p a r t y q u e s t i o n s k r e t o u c h e d upon: 

'What w i l l you do f o r us a s r e g a r d s o u r C a t h o l i c s c h o o l s ? 

W i l l you i n s i s t upon t h e l e a d e r s of y o u r p a r t y b r i n g i n g i n 

a B i l l t o p u t an end t o t h e p r e s e n t I n j u s t i c e u n d e r 

w h i c h we s u f f e r a s r e g a r d s t h e b u i l d i n g and p a y i n g f o r ou r 

s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s , and w i l l you v o t e f o r t h e p a s s i n g of 

such a B i l l ? ' 

I t i s t r u e t h a t we a r e i n a m i n o r i t y i n t h i s 

c o u n t r y , b u t i t i s w o n d e r f u l what we can do i f we a r e 

r e a l l y u n i t e d , and i f we a o t as one man. 

Our v o t i n g power i s much g r e a t e r now t h a n i t h a s 

o v e r boe.h, and I f e e l c e r t a i n t h a t i f we a r e f a i t h f u l t o 

o u r C a t h o l i c c h i l d r e n , and i f we a r e f a i t h f u l t o o u r 

C a t h o l i o s c h o o l s , we can o b t a i n j u s t i c e and f a i r p l a y a s 

r e g a r d s t h e e d u c a t i o n of ou r C a t h o l i c c h i l d r e n . 

Wo m u s t , however , be u n i t e d , and oven be p r e p a r e d 

i f n e c e s s a r y t o p u t p a r t y f e e l i n g s on one s i d e . . Wi thou t 

t h i s we s h a l l n e v e r g a i n our e n d , and we s h a l l s t i l l have 

t o g r o a n u n d e r t h e i n j u s t i c e o f p a y i n g f o r our C a t h o l i c 

s c h o o l s . J) 



Let us hope t h a t a B i l l of r e l i e f w i l l soon "be 

o u r s , b u t l e t u s a l s o hope t h a t t h i s B i l l w i l l b e , so 

t o s p e a k , r e t r o s p e c t i r o , t h a t i s t o s a y , may i t no t o n l y 

a f f o c t f u t u r e s c h o o l s , bu t a l s o be so framed t h a t i t 

w i l l h e l p y o u r p r e s e n t good p r i e s t a t S t . M a r y ' s t o pay 

t h e huge c o s t of t h i s s c h o o l wh ich i s now b e i n g b u i l t " . 

i 


