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Hemorandum by the Secret=ry of Stste for Wer.

i. We heve o2t present & commanding pogition depending

upon forece exercised by virtue of our continuing in Ezypt
the ststus of o British Protectorrta. S0 fer as BEupire
cormunicetions snd defence mre councerned the meintensnce

of a commanding position is necessury if we are to sefeguard

our commaaiiestions with the Esst.

2. If we cen maintein control by & tresty, let us make
the treaty, buf it is wrong for the sake of meking a treaty

end perheps of maklng friends with ome politicel lezdsr,
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to Jeoperdize thke essential control snd give up our pesiticn
under the status of a Protectorste.

3. TFor control we require (1) the British Forces
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stutioned for all time where we cen dominate Cairo and
&lexundris, end (2) e linited Egyptisn Army without too
powerful srmament.

4, If the limit is tsken off the numbers of the
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Egyp-=ian Armmy and the povwer to limit srmenments is loatb

either we cesse to have control or to retain control, ws

heve to inerezse the British forces.

o. It is =arguned thst it is better to securs for 10 ysara
the right by Trecty to heve the troows in Cuiro end
alexandrie st the risk of the Levrgue of Netions ordering |
them to vacate thelr present sinticus and econcsatrete -on
the Cunal (st & cost 0 the Brisish taxpover of scnme

£3,000,000) than to maiantein our present rightes; it
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svheld if chellenged.
S The ue;lnrﬂt*an to Egypt in 1922 ends with the following
woprds -

"Pending the conclusisn of such agrsements the status cuo
in all these meatisrs ahall romain intact”
P

The "status guo" wes a British Protectorate and "these matters'
inelude "the sscurity of the communicaticn ¢f the British Empire
in Egyp:" and the "Defence of ZEzypt".
T Oan thaere bs any docht that

our cccupation of Egrpt can

legally continue until tne contemplated agresements are made?
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o far as Security aid CTefence guesticns are concernsd, the

tion is thst of a British Protociorate and so long as we
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maintain the British feorces, I camnoi g=e who can successfiull
challsnge the position.

B, If ve azk for aboliticon of econseription In Bgyot and ve
offer & matnal limitation of the aize of ths British and
Egyptian forces and armaments (subject to any emsrgency,
rendering an increass of the Briiish Forcs nescsssary) %o should
I think, be in a sirong political position if the négﬂtiationﬂ

vere disconiimied by the Egyptians on tast ground,

9. If the Zgypiianz refuse to limit armies and armamsnts it
is not unreasonsble to suggest that it is bscuuse they hops to

uss them to dsfeat the control we consider essontiasl to maintain
Empire communicaticnz,

10. Under the dsclaratiocn, Enpire commanicaniion and defance of
Egypt are "absolutely reserved to ths discretion of His Majesty's
Governmant”,

The Egyptians are notoriouslyT difficult and elusive in
negotialicon, but vhen confrented vith a refusal to exchanga the
subetancee for the shadow, it may be that a reasonabie metual
clause, vhile seving their facss, may be dsvised io glve us as

good protection as we have at preasent.

i L.#.E.
Wer Offilce, S.%.1,
November 10th, 1927. -2




