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In purcuence of Cebinet 18 (24) Conolusion ¢ (18],
the Unemployment Committee have recently exsminsd the
proposals contsined in Memorania submitted to them by the
Minister of Transport fﬂ:?gnitiatiun of the new poligy of
roconstruction of eerﬁaiu mein trunk rosde in the country
at the sole cost of the Homd Fund. The ressgonz for and
nature of this policy aré more particularly indicated in
the following p&rﬂngphE.1 It has been represented to the
Committes thet reliance can no longer be placed on Highway
Anthorities whoge resources and energies have sll been
heavily taxed during the past 3} years in the execution of
road works usually on terms that the cost is shered by the
Road Fund snd Local Hetes. Moreover, it is very doubtifnl
whether;pha Locsl Authorities have mdequate staff to under-
tekes 8 new and extensive system of reoad works. It is
gocordingly proposed that the Government should essume
rasponsibility for the reconstruction of a category of
roads to be termed “Ha1n~ffunk Roadsg", inoluding in the
first plsce sbout 2,000 miles of priﬁcipal Highway, such ag
the Dover - London- Edinburgh snd London - Plymouth roads.
The progressive sdaptation of these roads to mﬂdargﬁgigé%tiunﬂ

being scoepted a3 a3tats chargs with the exclusion of the

saotione shrough urban arses.
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The strengthening, widening, improvement, /re-alignment

of these Main Trgnk Roads with the construction of necessary
hya—ﬁnﬂaaa gould then be unﬂartaien on & whoiesale gcala
elther by the direct sction of the Government or by an
arrangement with the County Councils, provided that ths
latter would agres to set up & special staff for the purpose,
g0 a8 not to slacken the progress of work for which they
have already budgetted.

The result would be thet during the psriod of
reconstruction and possibly for the "Mmintenanes pariod"
afterwards, Highway &uthorities would be relieved of the
burden of mainteining certein sections of the main trunk
roads and should therefors, in fairness, asccept as a charge
againgt their ratepayers during this period, the average
annual sum which they had expended on maintsining thess
peotiong during the few prescsding yesarsa.

The Committes have resson to believe that the new
poliey will be populsr with motorists and with Highway
duthorities. On the assumption that the £5,000,000 programme
ie contemplatad, of which poseibly £1,000 000 could be
pxpended in 1924 /26, employment would be provided during
thet year for about 4,500 men. The Minister of Transport
is gdviamed that setion within the limits contemplated by
him would fell within his sxisting powers and that no further
logislation would bs necegsary. &t the same time the
adoption of the proposed new poliey will certeinly temd to
gtrengthen the pressurs which is alrsady being exorted in
the direction of transferring the whols burden of théxpainta4
nengce of the main trunk rosds of the country to Eationﬁixﬁﬁndﬂ-
To introduce a system of Trunk Roads wholly maintained out %ﬁf ,

Batiopal Funds would involve control and administration "
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by & Uentral Wepartment, snd for thie 1legiola=
tion would be neceseary..

The Committee hﬁva considered the asources
from which the £5,000,000 required to finance
the new policy should be derived. Having
rogard to the recent deoision of the Cabinet
{Cabinet 20 (24) Conclueion 7 (s) )}, thet the
future revenues of the Road Fund ere not at
present to be anticipated to any greater extant
then iz entailed by tha-uaw £1%, 500,000 progremme,
the Committee are of opinlon thet the bast
course to mdopt will be to defer, for' tha
time being, the construction of the Herth
Orbital Huéﬂ {which formed one of the items
of the new progremme and acm unted for
£5,000,000), and to ear-murk the £5,6000,000
BO ru_l_ua.aaﬂ for the purpomes of the new Main

Irunk Hosd Reoonstruation polley.
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In gubmitting tho following recosmendstions to
the Cabinet the Unemployment Committee desire to point
out that thg proposals constitute a grave departure
from the policy hitherto adopted by the ﬁiniatry of
Transpert and indeed from the peliey of 2uccessive
administrations governing the general relatibms between
national and locsl fihanoes,

The Committse fecommend to the Cabinet:-

{1) That the Minister of Transpbrt should
be authorised to initiate a new policy
under which the reconstruction of
eertain main trunk roads will be
undertaten at the sole expense of
the Road Fund. Buch reconstrustion
tnvolving the maintenance of the roads
from the Fund during ceonstruction
and for a ehort guaranteed perioed
thereaftar.

{(2) That the Minister of Transport should
be further suthorised to allocsta the
sum of £5,000,000 out of the additional
£3,500,000 new programme for Trunk Roed
reconstruction ete. purposea, the £5,000,000
in question being provided by the temporary
Postponement of the construction of the
Jorth Orbital Road. At the same time it
ghould be understood that the North Crbital
Road Scheme is not dropped; on the
ventrary the Minister of Tramsport should
bve authorised, with the concurrence of the
Tresaury, to acquire from time to time land
it a Tew pointe where impending building
nperations threaten the course of the road
d that the Local Authoritics concerned
uld be encouraged to include the road
n their town planning schemes.

(3)¥ That the arrangements to be concluded
%etween the Minister of Transport and
ihe Loecal Authorities should, inter
gl;g, comprise the acceptance by the
Loeal Authority as a charge against their
Tatepayers during the "period of re-
gonstruction” of the average annual sum
?xmendﬁd by the authority on maintaining
he road sections under reconatruction

f;uring the few years preceding.
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