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TK3ATY ' .BET-?E.EH -GREAT B R I T A I B A AND ' IRELAND 

ARTICLES OB A O B B E M T . 

1.. I r e l a n d s h a l l have tho sane c o n s t i t u t i o n a l : s t a t u s in 

the Cornaunity of n a t i o n s knowr.^ as the B r i t i s h Empire as the 

Dominion o f Canada, t h e Commonwealth o f A u s t r a l i a , the 

Dominion o f New Z e a l a n d , and the Union o f South A f r i c a w i th 

a P a r l i a m e n t hav ing powq-ra. t o make laws f o r t h e . p e a c e o r d e r ' 

and good. .government o f I r e l a n d and an E x e c u t i v e r e s p o n s i b l e 

t o t h a t P a r l i a m e n t , and s h a l l ..he s t y l e d and known as the I r i s h 

F r e e S t a t e , 

2 . Sub j e c t t o the p r o v i s i o n s h e r e i n a f t e r s e t out the p o s i ­

t i o n o f tho I r i s h F r e e S t a t e in r e l a t i o n t o the I m p e r i a l 

P a r l i a m e n t and Government and o t h e r w i s e s h a l l be t h a t o f the 

Dominion o f Canada, and tho law., - p r a c t i o e ana c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

usage g o v e r n i n g ' t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f the Crown or the r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e o f tho Crown and o f t h e I m p e r i a l P a r l i a m e n t t o tho Dominion 

o f Canada s h a l l g o v e rn t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p t o tho I r i s h F r e e State 

3,, The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Crown in I r e l a n d s h a l l be 

appo inted i n l i k e manner as tho Gove rno r -Gene ra l of Canada 

and in accordance w i th t h e p r a c t i c e observed i n the making 

o f such appo in t me aits,. 

4 , The oath t o be taken by I I em ho r s o f the P a r l i a m e n t o f 

the I r i s h F r e e S t a t e s h a l l be in tho f o l l o w i n g f o rm : - -

I . . . . . .  . do so l emnly swear t rue f a i t h and - a l l e g ! a n c e 

to the C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e I r i s h F r e e S t a t e as by law 

es tab l i shec ! and t h a t I w i l l bo f a i t h f u l ' t o HAM. K i n g 

George V . , h i s h e i r s and s u c c e s s o r s by l aw , in v i r t u e 

o f the common c i t i z e n s h i p o f - I r e l a n d w i t h Great B r i t a i n 

and her adherence to and.-membership o f the group o f 

:A n a t i o n s f o r m i n g tho B r i t i s h Commonwealth o f N a t i o n s . 



The I r i s h Froe S t a t e Ahzll assume l i a b i l i t y Tor tho 

s e r v i c e of t h e Pub l i c Debt of the Un i t ed Kingdom as e x i s t i n g 

a t the da t e h e r e o f and towards tho payment o f war pens ions 

.as e x i s t i n g a t t h a t da te i n such p r o p o r t i o n as may be f a i r 

and e q u i t a b l e , hav ing r e g a r d t o any j u s t c l a ims on the p a r t 

o f I r e l a n d by way of s e t o f f o r c o u n t e r - c l a i m , the amount 

o f such sumo be ing de t e rmined I n d e f a u l t of agreement by 

the a r b i t r a t i o n of one cr more Independent persons b e ing 

c i t i z e n s of the B r i t i s h . Emp i r e . 

6 . U n t i l an arrangement has been made be tween the B r i t i s h 

and I r i s h Governments whereby the I r i s h F ree S t a t e under ­

t akes he r own c o a s t a l d e f e n c e , the defence by sea o f Great,. 

B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d s h a l l be undertaken by His M a j e s t y T s 

I m p e r i a l F o r c e s , but t h i s s h a l l no t p r e v en t the c o n s t r u e ­

t i o n or maintenance by tho Government o f the I r i s h F r e e 

S t a t e o f such v e s s e l s as a r e n e c e s s a r y f o r the p r o t e c t i o n 

o f the Revenue or the F i s h e r i e s , 

The f o r e g o i n g p r o v i s i o n s of th is , a r t i c l e s h a l l be r e ­

v i ewed a t a c on f e r ence o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the B r i t i s h 

and I r i s h Governments t o be held, a t the e x p i r a t i o n of f i v e 

y e a r s f r om the da t e h e r e o f w i t h a v i ew t o the under tak ing 

by. I r e l a n d of a share i n he r own c o a s t a l de f ence . 

7.. Tho Government o f t h o I r i s h Free S t a t e s h a l l a f f o r d 

t o His M a j e s t y ' s I m p e r i a l Fo rces :-­

( a ) I n t i n e of peace such harbour and o ther f a c i l i t i e s 

as arc I n d i c a t e d i n the Annex h e r e t o , or such o ther 

f a c i l i t i e s as may from t i n e t o t ime be agreed between 

the B r i t i s h . Government, and. t h e Government o f the 

I r i s h F ree S t a t e ; and 



( b ) I n t ime o f war or o f e tm i iAed ;r*eJM4-ons w i t h a 

F o r e i g n Power such hartoour and s t h e r f a c i l i t i e s as 

the B r i t i s h feifOiwent may r e q u i r e f o r the purposes 

o f such defence- as a f o r e s a i d . 

8 . Wi th a v i ew t o s e c u r i n g the obse r vance o f the p r i n c i p l e 

c f i n t ^ r n a t J - c n a l . . l i m i t a t i o n o f armaments, i f the Government 

o f t h e ! I r i s h -Free S t a t e e s t a b l i s h e s and ma in ta ins a m i l i t a r y 

d e f ence f o r c e , the e s t a b l i s h m e n t s t h e r e o f s h a l l no t e x c e ed 

i n s i z e such p ra^o ru i on o f the m i l i t a r y e s t a b l i s h m e n t s main­

t a i n e d i n Grea t B r i t a i n as tha t which the p o p u l a t i o n o f 

- I r e l a n d b ea r s to the p o p u l a t i o n o f Great B r i t a i n . 

9 . The p o r t s o f Great B r i t a i n and the I r i s h F r e e S t a t e 

s h a l l be f r e e l y open to the ships o f the o t h e r country on 

payment o f the customary p o r t and o t h e r dues . 

10 . The Government o f the I r i s h F r e e S t a t e a g r e e s t o pay 

f a i r compensat ion on terms not l e s s^ f a v o u r a b l e than those 

accorded by the Ac t o f 1920 to j u d g e s , o f f i c i a l s , members 

c f P o l i c e Fo r c es and o t h e r P u b l i c Se rvan ts who are d i s c h a r g e d 

by i t o r who r e t i r e i n consequence of. the change of. g o v e r n ­

ment e f f e c t e d i n pursuance h e r e o f , 

P r o v i d e d that t h i s agreement s h a l l not app ly t o members 

o f the A u x i l i a r y P o l i c e Force or t o persons r e c r u i t e d i n 

G r ea t B r i t a i n f o r the Roya l I r i s h Cons tabu la ry dur ing the 

two y e a r s next , p r eced ing , the da t e h e r e o f . The B r i t i s h 

Government w i l l assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r such, compensation, 

o r pens i ons as may be payab l e to a n y . o f these e x c e p t e d p e r s o n s . 

1 1 . U n t i l the e x p i r a t i o n o f one month from the p a s s i n g o f 

the Ac t o f P a r l i a m e n t f o r the r a t i f i c a t i o n o f t h i s i n s t r u m e n t , . 

the powers o f the Pa r l i amen t and the Government o f t h e I r i s h -

F r e e S t a t e s h a l l no t b e e x e r o l s a b l e as r e s p e c t s No r the rn ' 



I r e l a n d , and the p rov i s ions cf the Government o f I r e l a n d 

Act 1920, s h a l l , so f a r as they r e l a t e to Northern I r e l and 

remain, o f f u l l force and e f f e c t , and no e l e c t i on sha l l he 

he ld f o r the return of members to serve in the Parl iament 

of the I r i s h Pree State f o r const i tuencies in Northern 

I r e l a n d , un less a r e so lu t i on i s passed by both Houses of 

the par l iament of Northern I r e l a n d in favour o f the ho ld ing 

of such e l ec t ions be fore the; end of the sa id sionth. 

12. I f be fore the exp i r a t i on of the sa id month, an address 

i s presented to His l la jesty by both Houses of the par l iament 

of Herthern I r e l and to that e f f e c t , the powers of the 

par l iament and the Government cf the I r i s h Pree State sha l l 

no longer extend to northern I r e l a n d , and tlie p rov i s i ons 

Of the Government of I r e l and A c t , 1920, ( i nc lud ing those 

r e l a t i n g to the Council of I r e l a n d ) s h a l l so f a r as they 

r e l a t e to Porthern I r e l a n d , continue to be of f u l l foroe 

and e f f e c t , and th i s instrument s h a l l have e f f ec t subject 

to the necessary mod i f i c a t i ons . 

Prov ided that i f such,an address i s so presented a 

Commission: cons i s t ing of three persons , one to be appointed 

by the Government of the Irirsh Pree Strvte , one t o be appointed 

by the Government, of Northern I r e l a n d , and one r$io s h a l l be 

Chairman to be appointed by the B r i t i s h Government s h a l l 

determine in accordance wi th the wishes of tl-e i nhab i t an t s , 

so f a r an may be compatible w i th economic and. geographic 

condit ions the boundaries between Northern I r e l and and the 

r e s t of I r e l a n d , - a n d for the purposes o f . the Government of 

I r e l a n d Aot , 1920, and of t h i s instrument, the "boundaryof 

Northern I r e l a n d s h a l l be such as may be.determined by such 

Commission. 

13. Por the purpose of the l a s t foregoing a r t i c l e , the 

powers of the par l iament o f Southern I r e l and under the 



Government of I r e l a n d ant , 1920, to e l e c t members of the 

Counci l of I r e l and s h a l l a f t e r the Parl iament of the I r i s h 

Free State i s cons t i tu ted be exe rc i sed by that Par l iament . 

14. A f t e r the e x p i r a t i o n of the sa id month, i f no such 

address as Is mentioned i n A r t i c l e 12 hereof i s p resented , 

the Parl iament and Government of Northern I r e l a n d s h a l l 

continue to exe r c i s e as r e spec t s Northern I r e l a n d the 

powers conferred on thorn by the Government of I r e l a n d Ac t , 

1920, hut the Parl iament and Government of the I r i s h Preo 

State s h a l l in Northern I r e l a n d have in r e l a t i o n to matters 

i n r e spec t of which the Parl iament of Northern I r e l a n d has 

not power t o make laws under that Act ( inc lud ing matters 

which under the sa id Act are w i th in the j u r i s d i c t i o n a f 

the Counci l of I r e l a n d ) the same powers as in the r e s t of 

I r e l a n d , sub jec t to such other p rov i s ions as may be agreed ' 

i n manner h e r e i n a f t e r appe a r i n g . 

15, At any time a f t e r the date hereof the Government of 

Northern I r e l a n d and the p r o v i s i o n a l Government of Southern 

I r e l a n d he r e ina f t e r const i tuted may meet f o r the purpose o f 

d i s cuss ing the p rov i s ions sub ject to which the l a s t f o r e ­

going A r t i c l e i s t o operate i n the event of no such address 

as i s t h e r e i n mentioned be ing presented and those 

p rov i s ions may inc lude 

( a ) Safeguards wiUh rega rd to patronage i n 

Northern I r e l a n d . 

( b ) Safeguards w i th r e ga rd t o the c o l l e c t i o n of 

revenue in Northern I r e l a n d . 

( c ) Safeguards wi th r e g a r d to import and expor t 

du t i e s a f f e c t i n g the trade or indust ry of 

Northern I r e l a n d , 

( d ) Safeguards f o r minor i t i e s in Northern I r e l a n d . 



( e ) The s e t t l e m e n t of the f i n a n c i a l r e l a t i o n s 

between Northern I r e l a n d and the I r i s h Tree 

S t a t e . . 

( f ) The e s t a b l i s h m e n t and powers o f a l o c a l m i l i t i a 

i n TTorthern I r e l a n d and t h e r e l a t i o n o f the i 

De fence Ponces of the I r i s h Free S t a t o and o f 

No r the rn I r e l a n d r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

and i f a t any such mee t ing p r o v i s i o n s are a g r e e d t o , the 

sraae s h a l l have e f f e c t as i f they we r e i n c luded amongst the 

p r o v i s i o n s s u b j e c t t o which the powers o f the Pa r l i amen t 

and Government o f the I r i s h Free S t a t e a r e t o be e x e r ­

c i s a b l e I n No r the rn I r e l a n d under A r t i c l e 14 h e r e o f . 

16.. N e i t h e r the Pa r l i amen t o f t h e I r i s h Free S t a t e nor the 

P a r l i a m e n t o f Nor thern I r e l a n d s h a l l make any law so as 

e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y t o endow any r e l i g i o n or p r o ­

h i b i t or r e s t r i c t the f r e e e x e r c i s e t h e r e o f o r g i v e any 

p r e f e r e n c e or impose any d i s a b i l i t y on account o f r e l i g i o u s 

b e l i e f o r r e l i g i o u s s t a t u s or a f f e c t p r e j u d i c i a l l y the r ight 

o f any c h i l d t o a t t e n d a s c h o o l r e c e i v i n g p u b l i c money 

w i t h o u t a t t e n d i n g the r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n a t the s c h o o l 

or make any d i s c r i m i n a t i o n as r e s p e c t s S t a t e aid. be tween 

s choo l s under the management o f d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s demom­

i n a t i o n s or d i v e r t from, any r e l i g i o u s denominat ion o r any 

e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n any of i t s p r o p e r t y e x c e p t f o r pub­

l i c u t i l i t y purposes and on payment o f compensat ion , 

17 . By way o f p r o v i s i o n a l arrangement f o r the a d m i n i s t r a ­

t i o n o f Southern I r e l a n d dur ing the i n t e r v a l which must 

e l a p s e be tween the date h e r e o f and the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f a 

P a r l i a m e n t and Government o f the I r i s h Free S t a t e i n aecor- ­

dance t h e r e w i t h , s t ep s s h a l l be t a k e n f o r t h w i t h f o r summon­

i n g a mee t ing o f members o f Pa r l i ament e l e c t e d f o r c o r s t i t a ­

e n c i e s I n Southern I r e l a n d s ince the pass ing o f the Gov­

e rnnent of I r e l a n d A c t , 1920, and f o r . c o n s t i t u t i n g a 

p r o v i s i o n a l Govern- ­



merit, and the ,B r i t i sh Government nha l l talce the steps , 

necessary to. t r ans f e r to such p r o v i s i o n a l Government "the 

powers and machinery r e q u i s i t e fo r the discharge of i t s ­

du t i e s , provided that every member' of such p r o v i s i o n a l 

Government s h a l l have s i g n i f i e d i n w r i t i n g h i s or he r 

acceptance of t h i s instrument. But th i s arrangement 

s h a l l not continue in force Beyond the e x p i r a t i o n of twelve 

months from the date hereof.. 

13. This instrument s h a l l he submitted fo r thwith "by 

His Ma jes ty 1 s Government f o r the approva l of Par l iament 

and by the I r i s h s i gna to r i e s to a meeting summoned fo r 

the purpose of the members e l e c t ed to s i t i n the House 

of Commons of Southern I r e l a n d and i f approved s h a l l be 

r a t i f i e d by the hecessary l e g i s l a t i o n . 

(S igned ) 
On beha l f of the B r i t i s h On beha l f of the I r i s h 

D e l e g a t i o n . De l ega t i on . 

D ,. LLOYD GSORGS . ART 6 GRI03KTHA. 

AUSTEN 0HA2 iBERLAI . HICHA3L 0 dOIirAIlT, 

3IRKSNHEAD. RIOBARB BAK?UiT, 

WINSTON S, CHURCHILL. E . S . 0 DUGAIK. 

L . V/ORTHINGTON-^VANS . SElORSA GHABHAIIC UI BHUBHTHAIGH. 

HAMAR GRE3NWOOD . 

GORDON HEWART, 

6th December, 1921. 



ANNEX. 

1. The fo l l ow ing are the s p e c i f i c f a c i l i t i e s r equ i r ed . 

DOCKYARD PORT AT B2RBHAVBK 

( a ) Admiralty property and r i gh t s to "be re ta ined as at the date 
he reo f . Harbour defences to remain' i n charge of B r i t i s h care 
and maintenance p a r t i e s . 

( b ) Harbour defences to remain in charge of B r i t i s h care and 
maintenance p a r t i e s . Certa in mooring buoys to be retained fo r 
use of His Ma jes ty ' s sh ip s . 

3ELPA3T LOUGH. 

( c ) Harbour defences to remain in charge of B r i t i oh care and 
maintenance p a r t i e s . 

( d ) Harbour defences to remain in charge of B r i t i s h care and 
maintenance p a r t i e s . 

AVIATION. 

( e ) P a c i l i t i e s i n the neighbourhood of the above por ts f o r 
coas ta l defence by a i r . 

OIL PUEL STORAGE. 

( f ) Haulbowline

Rathmullen

 )
I

 )

 To be e f f e r e d fo r s a l e to commerical com­
 panles under guarantee that purchasers 
 s h a l l maintain a c e r t a in minimum stock fo r 

Admiralty purposes . 

2. A Convention s h a l l be made between the B r i t i s h Government and the 

Government of the I r i s h Pree State t o , g i v e e f f e c t to the f o l l ow ing 

cond i t ions , 

( a ) That submarine cab les s h a l l not be landed or w i r e l e s s s ta t ions 
f o r communication with p l ace s outside I r e l and be e s t ab l i shed except­
by agreement with the Br i t i sh 'Government ; ' t ha t ' t he ex i s t ing cab le
l and ing r i gh t s and w i r e l e s s concessions s h a l l not be withdrawn 
except by agreement with the B r i t i s h Government; and that the 
B r i t i s h Government - sha l l be e n t i t l e d to land a d d i t i o n a l submarine 
cab les or e s t a b l i s h a d d i t i o n a l w i r e l e s s s ta t ions f o r communication 
wi th p laoe3 outside I r e l a n d . 

( b ) That l i gh thouses , buoys, beacons, and any nav iga t iona l marks 
or nav i ga t i ona l a id s s h a l l be maintained by the Government of the 
I r i s h Pree State as a t the date hereof and s h a l l not be removed 
or added to except :by agreement with the B r i t i s h Government.. 

(o) That war s i g n a l s t a t i ons sha l l be c losed down and l e f t i n 
charge af care and maintenance p a r t i e s , the -Government of the I r i s h 
Pree State be ing o f fe red the option of talcing them over and working 
them f o r commercial purposes subject to Admira l ty inspect ion and 

. guaranteeing the upkeep of ex i s t ing t e l e g r aph i c eommunicatidn 
therewi th . 

3. A Convention s h a l l be made between the same Governments f o r the 

-regulation of C i v i l . -Communication "by Air - . 
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