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CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the Cabinet held
at 10, Downing Street,
JULY 7th, 1925, at 11.30 A.M.

SeWal., on TUESDAY,

he Bight Hon.

Austen Chamberlein, M.FP.,
Secretary of State for
FPoreign Affalra.

he Most Hon,

The Marcuess of Salishury,
Kl.'G'J ’GIGIVIDO' 'Gﬂﬂi ¥

Lord Privy Seal.

e Right Eon.
L.5. fmery, M.F., Becretary
of Stete for the Coloniss.

T

1e -Hight Hon.
Ths Earl of Birkenhead,
Sucretary of Stete for India.

il

TR

fthe ighit Hon.
[ 7.C. Bridgeman, M.F.,
First lord of the Admiralty.

he Iiight Hon.
Hevilla Chamberlain, M.P.,
Hinigstor of Heszlth.

tdhe Hight Hon.

3ir John Gilmour,
HeP+, Secretary for Scotland.
=) Riﬂ"ht Eon.

Viscouvnt Peel, G.B.E., First
Commissioner of Works.

ERESENT: -

The Right Houn. Stanley Baldwin,
Prime Minister.

Bﬁ."‘t- ,Dn'E-'D! ¥

The Right Hon.

THE FPOLLOW ING

Jp

M.P.,
(In the Chair).

The Right Hon.
The Earl of Belfour, K.G.,0.M.,
Lord President of the Council.

The Right Hoa.
W.8., Churchill, K C,H. M.P.,
Casnceilor of the Excheguel.

Tha RBight Hon.
S8ir laming Worthington-ﬂv¢n
Berv.,G.B.B.,M.P., Secreter;
of Btéte for Wer.

The Right Ron.
8ir Samusl hosre, Bert.,
C.M.G. M.P., Socretary of
S8tate for Alr.

The Right Hon. '
Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister,
X.B.E. ,M.C. M.P., Prasident
of the Board of Trade.

The Right Hon. : ;
E.F.1%. Wlood, M.P., Minister
of Agriculture and Fisheries..

The Right Hon.
8ir Arthur Steel-Maitlsnd, Bart.,
M.F., Minister of Laboux.

The Risht Hon.
Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, K.C.,
Chencellor of the Duchy of =
Lancester. -

8ir Dougles Hogg,
K-c- ,.]'E'I.FI » ﬁttﬂrnﬁyﬂﬂﬁnﬂr&l-

ALSD PRESEHT: =

: Ths Ripght Hon.

Tha Esrl of Reading, G.C.B.,

Go2ie8.1.,G.M.I:8.,G.C.V. 0.,

Guve*nﬁr Gsneral of India.
(For Item 3).
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‘"he Right Hon. .
Earl Viinterton, M,2,,
Parlismentary Uﬂ&ar Secretary
of Stute, India Q0ffics.
(For Item 3).
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1. The Becratary of Btate for Fordlgn Affairs
tjpa,t‘t Pact. informed his collsapues that he had received a latter
from Lord Orews, who had just handed ths British

ineference: draft of ths proposed guadruple pact to M. Briand.
ficablnet 33 : i

§(25) , Con- In doing 80, Lord Crewe had poilrted out that the
tpluslion 1. E
| pivotal 1ldea of the draft Pact was recoursse to the
Lea.gue' of Matione when difficulties aross. M. Briand
nad welcomed this intformstion, which, ne said, was his
own central ldea. No dlscussion of detalls had taken

placs.
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2. The Clancelleor of the Exchsquer consulted his
colleagues as to the excessive dumping.of articles ,
on Which a Duty was imposed by the Budget,before
July lst, the date on which the Duties took effect.
The quantities imported before this dates would have
accounted for almost £2,000,000 of reverme, and
nearly four months' importation had beesn forestalled.
It would be possible to collect Duties in regard to
articles falling within the catsgory of the re~imposed
McXenna Dutles, but not on silk. If the former were
enforead, £1,000,00C of reverue mighilbe recovarsd.
On the other hand, on Juns 24th é statement had been
made to the effect that it was not proposed to impose
the Duty retrospectiively from July 1st, and some doubt
was felt as to whether to do so would ha.in accord
with our treaties with foreign nmations. |
The Cabinet agreed —-
(a) That, ﬂn-the whole, the loss and

inconvenisncs involved in not

imposing the Dutles mist be

sccepted, and they approved the

draft of an ansver to a Question

in Parliamsnt to this effect which

was read to them by the Chancel lor
of the Exchequer: 5

(b) That the amendment of the Bowles
Act, which had rendered possible
the dumping of articlss such as
had recently taken place, should
roceive consideratiomn.
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#. The Cabinet had before them a sumnary of the
conversations which had taken Place betwesn the
secretary of Gtate for Imdia and the Governor-General
on the general poiitical situation in India and other
sub jects (Papsr C.P,-310 (25)).

The greater part of the Meeting was occupled by
a long statemert by the Governor-General of Indis in
regard to the topies covered in C.P.-310 (25), includ-
ing the general politieal gituation, the Raforms
anuiry Repnrt,'Indi&nisation of the Amy, the
attitude of the Indian Prine=s, and other matters.

A short discussion followed, and the Governor~General
gave explanatlons on various polnts of detail.

| The Becretary of State for India agreed that,
in his speech in the House of Lords on the same after-—
noons he would have recard for the Governor-Gensral's
desirs that no announcement should be made which
excluded the possibility of the appointment of a Royal
Commission before Decenber, 1929, which was the latest
date for setting up the Statutory Commission. The
Saurétary of State proposed to make it perfectly clear
that he saw no evidencs of & whola-hearted deslrs on
the part of any large section of the Indlan population
to co=-opsrate in the schens of reforms such as would
Justify him in recommending the appointment of a
Hoyal Comndssion now, but that he would welcome any
evidence of a desire to co-operate. In the mesantime
no decislon would be taken as to the date of a Royal
Comanissl on.

The Prime Minister, on behalf of the Cabinet,
thanked Lord Reading for his very lucid and compre-
hensive statement, and welcowed the fact that,
considering the circumstances of the day, the Governor-
Ceneral was not devoid.of hope.

ol L
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The Sscretary of State for India

and the (Governor-Gsneral considered
that it was unnecessary to reproduce
a sumnary of the Governor-Generalls
Statement, in view of ths coniprehen—
sive maturs of the summary of
pravious conversations circulatad

by the Secrstary of State in C.P.-
310 (25).
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4. The First Comadssioner of Works informed
the Cabinet that, according to information received
from his exparts, -atﬁnes wore frequently falling
from the walls of the Houses of Parliament. It
mlsht be necessary for hiw to warn Meubers and even
to prohiblit access to the Terrace, owing to the

danger invslved.

ds Whitehall Gardasns, S.W.1,

July 7, 1985,
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