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CABINET 12 (25).

Meeting of the Csbin~=. to be held in the Prime
Minister!s Room at the House of Commons, on Monday,
March 2nde. 1925 at 4 p.m,

AGENDUM. —
|

THE: GEIEVA PROTOCOL & SECURITY.

Memorandum by the Chairmen of the Committee of !
Imperisl Defence. I
(CsPs105 (25} ~ slreasdy ocirculsted). ,ri
with the following enclosures :=- :

{0 e

{:I.] Report of Sub-Committee (C,IsDePsuper 559~B)

ii) Draft letter to Secretery-Generasl, League of
Nations. (GeI.D.Paper 589-B).

(111) Minutes of 190th, 192nd, 195th &nd 196th
Meetings of the Committee of Imperial Defence.

lote by the Seceretary of State for Foreign Affairs
gcovering s Memorandum prepered in the Foreign Office.
(CePelO6 (25) = @wmlready circulsted)e.

llote by Secretary of oState for India covering Telegram

from the Goverment of Indis,
(CePalll (25) =~ alresady circulated).

Memorandum by Lord Cecil, ;
(C.P.112 (25) = slreedy circulated). :

Memorsndum by the secretery of state for Viarx
covering a Memorandun by the Genersl Staff,.
(CsPallb (25) =~ To be ecirculated).

Memorandum by the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
(CaPsllB (B5) ~ To be circulated]).

- e
M vt by SS Forlin LG I}_},L.gl";ﬁ
S A L F A f- Tel 122 (2573 | |
(Signed) MoPoA.HANKEY,

secretary, Cabinet.

2, Vhitehall Gordens, Ssksls
26th February, 19£5.
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CONCYTUSIONS of a Meeting of the Csbinet held
at the House of Commons, S.w.l., on MONDAY,
MARCH 2nd, 1925, at 4 P.M. :

Prime Minigster.

lie Rizht Hon.
| iusten Chamberlain, M.F.,
| Secretary of State for

i Foreign Affairs.

‘ Vigecount c&vﬂl G-G-M'-Gl,
. Lord Chenoellor.

E ¥.3. Churchill, C.H. ,M.P.,
| Chencellor of the Exchequer.

te Right Hon.

| Sir Leming Worthington-Evans,
¢ Part,,G.B.E. M.P., Secretary
. of State for War.

. W.C, Bridgeman, M.F.,
| Pirst Lord of the Admiralty.

e Right Hon,

| Neville Chamberlsin, M.F.,

. Minigter of Health.

e Right Hon.

i| S5ir John Gilmour, Bart.,D.8.0.,
. M.P., Secretary for Scotland.
The Right Hon.

K.P,, Minigter of Lsbhour.

-fe Right Hon. :

Chancellor of the Duchy of
lancaster.

PRESERT: -
The Right Hon. Slanley Baldwin, M.FP.,

Sir Arthur Steel-iaitland, Bart.,

Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, K.C.,

THE FOLLOWIHG

{In the Chair).

The Most Hon. ;
The Maerguess Curzon of Kedleston.

K.Ge ,6.0.8.1.,6G.0.I.E.,
Lord President of the Couneil.

The Most Hon.
The Marguess of Salisbury,
KIGI ,ulﬂl‘?l u. vﬂigl ] :
Lord Privy Seal.

The Right Hon.
L.3. fmery, M.P., Secretary
of Btate for the Coloniles.

The Right Hon.
8ir Samuel Hoare, Bart.,
C.M.Ga ,MoE., Secretary of
State for Air.

The Right Hon.
8ir Fhilip Cunliffe-Lister,
K.B.E. M.C. M.P., President
of the Board of Trade.

The Right Hon.
E.F.L. Wood, K.P., Minister
of Agriculture and Pisheries.

The Right Hon.
Lord Eustace Percy, M.F.,
President of the Board of
Bducation.

The Right Hon.
Viscount Peel, G.B.E., First
Commissioner of Works.

The Right Hon, :
Sir Douglss Hogz, K.C. ,M.EP.,
Attomey-General,

B ALSO ERESENT: -

The Risht Hon. The Earl of Belfour, E.G.,0.HM.,

irM‘P“El Eaﬂk_ay. GtG-Bna-----nt--------|-a---i-q---nf:itsﬁﬁr&tmq_



THE GENEVA 1. The Cablnet bad befors them the following

PROTOCOL
AND SECURITY. documents in regard to the Geneva Protocol and the

question of British, French and Belglan security:-

(Previous

Reference: A Memorandum by the Chalrman of thse
gablnet 7 Commmittee of Imperial Defenoca
(25), Con- (Paper C.P.,-105 (25)), with ths
olusion 20). following enclosurss:-—

(1) Report of Sub-Committoe
(C.I.D. Paper No.559-B),

(11) Draft Letter to Secretary-Genaral,
League of Nations (0.I.D. Paper
No.589=B) ,

(1ii) Mirnutes of 190th, 192nd, 196th
and 196th Meetings of the Committes
of Impsrial Defence,

A Note by the Secretary of State for
Foreign Affalrs, covering a Memorandum
prepared in the Foreign Office (Paper
0.F.-108 (25)).

A Note by the Secretary of State for
India, covering Telegram from the
?ﬁviﬁnﬂﬁnt of India (Paper C.P.-111

25)).

A Memorandum by Lord Cecil (Paper C.P.-
112 (25)).

A ¥emorandum by the Secretary of State
for War, covering a Memorandum by the
General Staff (Paper C.P.=-116 (25).

A Memorandum by the Chancellor of the
Exchoguer (Paper C.P.-118 (25)).

A Memorandum by the Secretary of State ;
for Air (Paper C.P.-121 (25)). ;

ok A Memorandum by the Secretary of State
for Forelgn Affairs (Paper C.P.-122 (25)).

After reviewing all aspects of the abovse

questions, the Cabinet agreed —-

(a) To accept the view of the Comuittee i
of Impsrial Defence, which is con- ||
firmed by the reports so far received
from the Dominions and Indla, that
the Geneva Protoool 1s open to grave L
objection and camnot be accepted: w

(b} That a reply to the League in the |
form of a slmple rejsction of the
Protocol, witivut any attempt to |
pave the way to some aslternative |
plan in regard to the wvital question ;
of national sscurity, is to be g

g



deprecated as calculated to prolong
the pressnt state of insecurity ard
terslon in Turope mhleh it 1s the
aim of His Majesty's Go?ernmﬂrt to
allay:

(c) That, with a view to ths further
consideration of the alternative
policy to be adopted, the following
documents should be drawvn up before
the next Meetlng of the Cablnet, on
Wedra sday M&rch 4thi-

(1) By the Sscrestary of State for
Forelgn Arfalrs: OUn the basls
el a rough drai™ prepared durlng
the Mesting (a pendix)which
represented the peneral trend |
of the Cabinet's view, a formula
which Mr Austen Chamberlain could
use 1n his forthecowing sonversa-—
tions with M. Herriot 1n Paris
while 2n routs to Geneva, as a
general guide (subjeect to reason-
atle latitude for purposes of
negotiation) on the question of
gecuritve or, 1f he should so
deslre, as an ailde-memoire to
be handed to M. Herrioetl:

(1i) By the Harl of Balfour, in concert
with the Forelpgn cecrevary: A revise aof
Tha dralt despatich to the League,
giving reasons for the rejection |
of the Protocol (0.I.D. Paper |
580-B), in order to attune it to :
the policy sugpested in the
ﬂEgeﬂillg ard with a view to 1ts |

eing read by the Secretary of
State for Foraipgn Affairs at the
forthcoming mesting of the Council
of the Leagus and published
simultansously in this country:

(1ii) By the Secrstary of State for ths
Colonigs: A ﬁa%aﬁram 0T 1olepgrams
To The Dominions, notifying them
of the action whieh it was now
propoged to take, and commini-
¢abting a sumuary or the text of
such documents as he might deem
desirable:

(@¢) That the Lord Presidznt of the Council,
in replying to a Questlon to be asked
by Lord Parmoor in ths Houss of Lords
on Tussday, March 3rd, should indlcate
the probability that papsrs would be
published in the nsesar future, and should,
as far as possible, awvold givinp any
indication at this stage of the trend
of the Government's poliley:

Sy
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{(8) That the Committee of Imperial
Defencs should examine the
military aspasocts of a quadri-
lateral agiesment between France,
Gernany, Great Britain and Balgium,
as suggssted 1n the Appeondix.



312

9. Ths Cabinst appxoved a Mamaranﬁum ‘tiJ

tie Chaliiman of the ﬂﬂIﬂﬁ.ttﬁ? ttmperial
Defonce (Paper C.P.-124 (25)), the prin-
olpel recommendations of'which werai+

That the slte for a floating dock at
S8ingapore should te in the 0ld Strait,

as proposed by the Adwiralty and approved
in 1922 by the Committee of Tmperial
Defences

That the site for the asrodroms and
seaplane station should be on the
South shore of the 0ld4d Strait, as

previously approved; ard
; That the programme of work for the next
i few years should be as follows:-
| EXPEND ITURE.
! 2 .
Efripti n.of Works b
; 1925-286. 1926--37. 1927 =28.
] = T z
iting dock &nﬂg?.lﬂ «| 184,000 191,000 201,000 576,000
]Bctﬁd works JV. 8 .. .. 40,000 ‘ 45,000 75,000
bhes and trial pits, ‘
i-walarial work,
dgaring site, ete. -... 10,000 256,000 e 35 ,000.
chy Supply .. tessaeeas _J_.'zﬂl ,000 50,000 41,000 101 ,000.
: TOtals +......] 204,000 306,000 277 ,000 787 5000

2, Whitehall Gardens, S.W.l,

March 2, 1925.
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APPRNDTX.

ROUGH DRAFT FORMULA ON SECURITY.

His Majesty's Govermuent do not fesl able to
enter into e dual pact with France with or without
Belgium. Ths question of a quadrilateral agreenent
between France, Germanys Great Britain, Belgium
and, 1f posgible, with the accord of Italy, for
mitual seeurit:,rgzlr;d for guaranteeing each other's
frontiers in the West of E‘urdﬁ; stands on a diff'erent
footing and might become a g':r:;ét assurance to the
perce of Hurope and lead to a rapld reduction of
armpments. His Majesty's Goverument have, of course,
in these matters to carry with them the assent, or at
least the good will, of the various self-governing
Dominions of thes British Hupire. If the French
Goverrment shars ths views ol His Majesty's Govermment
and will raguiate thelir actlon towards Germany
accordingly, His Majesty's Government will, for
thelr parts begln the necessary discussions with the
Dominions, and in 2ll their policy will endeavour to

further the ocowmoln cAuse.



