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CALBINETS (22).

e CONGLUSIONS of a #eeting of the Cablnet held
at 10, Downing Street. 8.W., on Honday, 6th February,
1928 at 12 Hoon,

- e e

PRESENT t =

-—————

THE PRILE MINISTER (IN THE CHAIR).

The Right Hon. A, Chamberlain, The Right Hon. 31r Rohert Horne,

M:P., Lord Frivy Beal, G.B.E., K.0.; M.P.; Chancellor of
the Exchequer. -

The Right Hon, B. Shortt; K:.C., The Mest Hon. The Harguess Curzon

M.P., Secretary of Ptate for of Kedleston, K.G., G.C.5.I.,

Hzme Affairs. G.C.I.E., Secretary of S5tate for
Forelign Affalrs,

The Bight Hon. W.3. Churehill, * The Right Hon. E.S. HMontagu, M.P.,

M,P., Secretary of bState for Secretary of State fer Indla.,

the Colonies.

The Right Hon. 8ir L. Weorthington.- The Right Hon. 8. Baldwin, ¥.P.,
Fvanﬁ, Bart,, M.P., Eecrat&ry off President of the Board of Trede.
Stats for War. 0
The Right Hon. Sir Alfred hond, The Right Hon. H.A.L. Figher, H.P.,
Bart., H.P., Minister of ﬂea¢th Praesident of the Board of Bducation.
mhe Right Hon, Sir A. Griffith- The Right Hon. T.J. Hecnamars, I, P;h
Boagawen, M.P., Hinlater of Hinister of Labour
Agriculture and Fisheries. . :

i
The Right Hon, R, Munro, K.C., The Ripght Hon. Sir Homar Greenwood,
M.P?., Becretery for Scotlend. Bart., K.C., H.FP., Ohief Secretary

for Lreland.,

The Right Hon. Sir Gordon Hewart,
K.C,, M.P., Attorney-General,

(R L. L L

THE FOLLOWING WERE ALS0 PRESENT:-

The Right Hon, F.G. Kellaway, The Right Hon, 2ir E.M. Fcllcols,
MoP., %oatmastar General. K.B.B:., K.C., HiPs, Soln itor-
(For Conelusion 6). Generel. (For Conclusion 5).
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(1) With referenca to Cabinat 7 (22), Conclusion 5, the

| 01 NAwINHAL EX~- Cabinet had wndar consideration tha Interim Reports of Lhe

FENDITURT ,

Committoe on Wational "xpenditurns, two of which ars already
in ths hands of thae Cabinat,

The Lord Frivy Seal reportad that the Chiafl Unionist
“hip had sﬁronglylurgﬁd that Lhe Goverruwant should announce-
thair intantion to publish not latsr than when Parliament
maets, and othor instances wers giver of the strong public
pregsure for the publication of thess Reportes, ineluding a
latter aﬁdfaasad %o the Priws Minister by Sir Edwin Stockton,
the Chairman of the Manchaster Chamber of Cormerce.

Ths immediaste publication of tha Report without covment
was criticissd, on the ground that public opinion would
become formad and wonld harden on eartain stergotyped lines,
and it would be difficult later on te justify the reasona of
policy which compsl the G@vernmént to depart in certain
deteils from the recommendations of the Report. Yorsover,
the oarsdit for many reducticns which had in fact baen made
by the Gﬂve;nmnnt Departments thesseslves, would ba ascribed
entirsly to the Cormmittee on Ratiomal Fxpenditure.

An altsrnative provosal was to publish, simultanscusly
with the Report of the Cormittee on National Expenditurs,
the comments and dacisions of the Cabinet thereon, based on i
the Reporta of the thrsa Oabinst Toxmittess.

It was vointed out, however, that i the Report were
published. ths strong support to ths Govemmpent which wmight
be expected fror powsrful sections of ths conmunity whose
interests would be affected detrimentally if the Report were
carrisd into effsct in every detail, would bes lost. If, on |
the other hand, the Government's decieions were publishad
sisultancously with the Revorts, ths "overnmant would incur
the whole of the odium involved in any poseible dscisions |

againet the adoption of particular reocommendations.

It was further pointed put that the Cabinet had not

yet reached its dscisiona on the Interim Reports, and that

-
— —



! | @li{}l

_’:.i )
N bafore final decisions could be’ reach=sd it might be
nacsssary to consider the Reports as a wholes, inecluding tha
deports which ars not yet available.

After conaiderable discussion the Cabinat agroed -—

(a) That the Report should bBs published and
_ 1aid ag & Comwmand Faper at the earlinsst
e possible moment. The Chancallor of the
Excheaquer to ke resporsible for this
action and for adwvising the Prine ¥Finis-
tar g8 to the natura of the announcement
to be mads by him on ths opsning ov Tor-
liamert on the following day:

(b) In making this announcemant it should ba
madn olear in Loth Hous=s of Farliarant
that ths Coverrmsnt is neot bound te adopt
the recommendatiortof the Committas:

(e) Tha degisions of the Covarnment should be
announgced as aoon as practicabla:

{(d) In the interim, ¥inisters should be free
to taks sueh EEQPS ag they might deer

advisgahle to rebut any reflsctions wade
on thair Nepartments by the Report.

'THE OIUTIBREAK (2) With reference to Cahinet 7 (22), Conclusicn 3,

OF FOOT AND

MOUTH DISEASE. the Minissar of Asriculture and Fisgheries infcrmed
the Csbhinet that 372 genarats oubthrealks of fooit and
mouth disease had been renorted, and of these all
excent two had hean d2finitely traced to a single

origin. The origin of the two axcapticns had not

vat bean datermined. ir A. Griffith-FEoscawen then
roferrad 4o the two alternative noliciss, namely :-
(1} A moliicy of stamping oul W slaughiening
infacted animnlie and thease in contacy with
infactnd Animaieg; 0y prekiviving all
ingrass and egresss:
(11) A nolley of isolation and cure.
The Minister of Agriculturs gtated that the former
nolicy hnd hesn adhored to by the British Governmant
sonaistansiy for 32 years wmih ths rasult tha' the

country nad hoen kant alear of foot and mouth dizenss

ntf
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cetement on

5) Government's
iicy in

T %

S

1

nt A relntively emnll enst. Tt hnd been adnpted
=ith squal success in the TUnited States of
America, The salternative nolicy, on the other
hand, had been adonted on the Continent of Eurone,
and in the case of France had last year proved
both costly and ineffective.

p to the nresent time the Ministry of
Agriculture had, in the course of the present
cutbreak, adonted the former mnoliey (subject to
a very slight modification in order to avoid the
wholesale slaughter of waluahle pedipgree stock
in ecasea where thorough 1lsolation was practicable)
at a cost of nearly £250,000 which might be doubled
befors the end was reached.

; In the course of the discussion 1t transpired
that the rresant outbhreak had heen aseribed to the
flight of hirde, and that the whole country had
bean scheduled hy the Miniatry of Agrieulture and
Fisheries,

The Cahbinet agreed =-

Ta approve the action alrsady taken by

the ¥Minlstry cf Agriculture and Fisheries,

and to give the Miriatsr

disbretion to continue that policye.
(3) With reference to the measting of Parliament
cn the fellowing day, the Cabinet discussed the line
t0 be taken in regard to questions which would
probably he put on the situation in Egynt and in India.

Tha Cabinet agreed --

That in the statements made to Parliament
it ahould ke peinted out that nendin

the arrival of Lord Allenby, no fina
announcement of noliey could be madas:
that in the meantims Papers were beling
nreparsd and would he lald on the Tahla:
and that soma general indieation should
ve added of our spscial positlon in Egynt

and the importance of safeguarding
Pundan ntal B»1tinh interasts.
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b) Govern— {4) With reference-te Oabinet B (22), Cenelusien 1, the

ent's Poliocy i

n Ind‘q. Seoretary of State for Indis outlined tha preaent situation
¢ in Indias with special reference to & communicaticn from

- A

A=
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the Governor of Bombay recommending the arrest of Gandhi

i on the ground of & series of seditious speechss delivered

f by him dating frem July, 1921. The Governmeni of India had
:5 rejected this ground of arrest, and preferred to base it on
gpecific actas of oivil disobedisnce which Gandhi had been
urging on thebheopls, Gandhi had, however, postpored the
date of disobedience from January 31 to February 165. He
had recently issued an ihselent proclarmation whieh the .
Government of India were now eunai;lering. Se far back as
December 15 he (Mr Mnﬁtagu} had discucsed with the Viceroy
the undesirability of allowing the public discussion of |
ecivil disobedience to proceed, and in certain provinces the

Act forbidding seditious meetings had besn put in force,

|

i This had not been done in Borbay and Madras, which at the |
{ time were peaceful. In the view of the Secretary of State

! 8 telegram should be sent to the Viceroy athting tﬁat

i inasruch a8 - @Gandhi's organisation exists for the purpese

l of overturning Government it should be suppressed, its meet—
! ing prohibited, and its leaders imprisoned or deported.

While strongly in favour of ths arrest of Gandhi, he was

1 particularly anxious that instructions should not be c;n~

é fired te the arrest of one person, He had telegraphed te

the Viceroy asking for m statement on the Indian situation,
for submission to Parliement, and would like a Oadinet Com—
mittees appeinted te consider the present position.

General regret was expresged at the delay which had

P O S P S s | e

taken place in arresting Gandhi, a policy whieh the Cabind
had favoured more than three months ago.
The Cabinet agrasd =

That the Secretary of State for India should
pend & telegram te the Viceroy on the linse
indiesated, afier consultation with the Prime
Minister and the 8Secrotary of 3tate for Foreign
Affairs.
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‘Draft Bill. Cabinet werse informed of the presernt position &f the

negotiations for glving effect to the Irish Treaty, on which
a statement would bhs made in Parliament on the following

day by the P;ime Minister and the SBeeretary of State for
Foraign Affairs.

{8) With reference to a Conference of Miniszters held on
November 25th, 1920, Conclusion (9), the Cabinet had before
them a Memorandum by the Pestmaster-General dealing with a
ﬁfaft Bill to emend the Wireless Telegraphy Acti, 1904 (Paper
C.P,3455), in which it was stated that the Colonial Office
desired the inelusion in tﬁﬁ Bill of a clause exempting from
its provisions Dominion ships (and aircrafﬁ} when cutside the
limits of the British Islea.. The Poai O0ffice had nc objection
to ithis elause,; which renresents what had been and was intended
in future to be the noliey follewed, viz., that the Dominions
ghould licanaa_agd control the wvse of wirelass telegraﬁhy in
their own shipa, “Cbjection was, howsver, taken by the
Bolicitor-Gensral who considered It undesirable on constitution
al grounds to declare British shins on the high seas exempt
from the sathority of the Imperilal Government.

Stress was lald in the dilscusslon cn the impertance of
not appearing ito dictate to the Deminions in a matter of this
kind, end it was nointad out that by tha Ordsr in Council of
1900, the Dominions had heen specifically excluded and that in
fact, therefors, the-AEt of 1804 had not beon applied to ships
registered in the Nominlons.

The Cabinet agreed --

Te accept in prineciple the amendment
proposed by the Colonial Office exempting
ghips reglstered in the Dominionas from the

Gpegntion of the Wlreless Telagraphy Aot
19'.:"#-
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(7) The Cabinet took nete of tha following:-

(a) Conelusions of a Conference of Ministers
held a4 106, Downing Strest; on Tussday,
January 24, 1682, at 5 p.m.i=-

Lord Allenby's Attitude. ™ éﬁggiﬁwﬁu

(b} Schemes Ter Work for relievins Unemployment -—
Memorendum by the Minister of Fealth (Paper

C.P.~3683), *’fff_ﬂ,,

#riwshall Gardems, S.W.1,

February 6, 1922,
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CONCLUSIONS of a Qonfarenca
of liimisters held st 10, Downing Straset
S.%., on Tuesday, i4th. Jsmery 19::, a%
5 0 ] Da e

- s

PRESEULI T:~
TEE ZRILE WINISTER (IN THE CHAIR).

The Riskt Hon. A. Chsmberlsin, M. P.,
Lord Zrivy Seel.

The Right Hon. Viscount Birkenhesd,
Lord Chznesellor.

The Right Hon. 8Sir Robort Horne,

G-B.E,,L.C.,ue2, Chancellor of the
ERcHeguer,

Tno idost Hon, The derguess Curson of
Zodleston, LuB.,0:0.8.1.,8.0.1.8.,
SBeocretsry of Stuts for TForelign Affairs.

Te Right Hon, W.S. Churohill, M.7.,
Secratory of Stste for the Gﬂianies*

The Right Hon. H.A.L. Pishor, u.P.,
Zreaident of thz Boord of Fduestion.

Ur. Thoe JONeS8..ssscssscvssssnsssseransfioting Seoretury, Csbinet.
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LOZD
ALL HDY'S
LNFTTULS.

(1) The Conference reviewed the Egyptisn situation
in relation to the uttituds taken up by Lord
411cenby in recont telcgrama to the BSeorefary of
State for Forelgn Affairs.

(The Potes of this discussion ars nob

being circulzted owing to their very

nrivate chzracter.)
{2) The Conference considered in detail the Draft
Seply to Lord Allenby preparsd by the Seccretary of
3tzte for Foreign Affeirs ({.i.3647) and after
certain amendments it was agreed to.

(The Reply as sont to Lord allonby has

becn celircunlated as ¥.0.Tolegram No.Z26

dztad 24th Jenuary 1922, and as C.¥F. 3647
Revise.)

2 whiteghall Gardena 3.

24th Jenuary 1922
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SECRET.

CABINET, i e

~ 3683, Si B3

SOERMES OF WORK ¥OR RIDIEVING UNMMPLOYMENT.
MEMORANDUM BY THR MINTSTER OF HEALTH.

I kave to report that I have conferred with the
Chencellor of the Exdiequer on the preosent position of the
schemes initizted by the Covelrnment under which fimmrneial
asni atance is given to Local 4Luthorities in respect of works
put in hand by them to provide ndditiomsl omployment.

Two forms of Fivancisal assistance mve been given -

(a) nselstance towards the annusl charges inowred in respect
of works uadertaken out of copitsl; (b) assistance by the
payment of 60% of the wages bill, for works underteken out

of revenue. '

We agreed that the latter form of sssistance, (b)),
should not be extended.

As regerds (a), it was originally arresnged that the
Unmpioymant Grante Comnittees should be empowered to approve
for grant sochemas up to & ospital wvelue of £10,ﬁ03,ﬂ0ﬂa
This figure was subBequently lnoreased to 13,000,000, and
schomes praciically up to this limit have alresdy been approved
by the Unemployment Grente Committec. :

We agreed -

{1] that the Unemployment Grants Committee should
be authorised to opprove schomes up to a2 further cspital
value of £5,6000,000 (masking £18,000,000 in all);

{2) that the necessary proportion of this
£5,000, 000 should be alloocated to schemes sbout 1o be put
forward by the Elactricity Commi ssicners, whioh are
understood to be estimsted to cost between one amd two

millions,..
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(3) that deoided preference should be given by the
Unemployment Grants Committee to revenuwe prodwe ing schemesg,
wirich are far less costly to the taxpaysr relatively to the
amount of employment given.

{4) that the Unempl-yment Grents Committee showld
arrange that the approval of echemes up t o the cztended limit
should be mpread over as long & period as is reasonably
practicable; eand

({5) that a number of the sohemes in respect of which
grans lme been spproved should be idepected in arder 1o
agcextain bhow the work is proceesding and to make save that
taey are being carried oub in 8 gatiafactory way and ave
really bLelplag to deal with the Unemployment problem on the
lines laid Gown by the Goverament.

I nave taken steps for the adoption of measures to carzy

oot the esgrecment which has now heen made.

(Sgd.) A, MOND.

Minis try of Health.
30th Jamuary, 1922,




