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) CABINET 00 (21),
¢ JEON%LUEEGHBEEE & Hagt.;‘.ng of the Eab‘.l.:éﬁ
held . a onn reot on Tuesday
Beceuber; 1021, 8t 12,30 pume
PRES i
'THE PRIME MINISTER  (IN THE OHAIR),
The t Hon, A, Chamberlain, The Right Hem, Sir Robert Horne,
UiPs y rd mw Seal, GeBaEop K00y MoPey Chanoellor
of the Exchequer, :
Fno Right Hon. B. Shortt, K.Ce, The Right Hon, The Marquess-Curzon ‘
Py y Secretary of State for of Kedleston, K.0ey; GeCeSele,
fome Affairs, GoColoEg

2 Secretary of State for |

Forelgn Affeira,. L
The Right. Hon, W.8, Churchill, The Ripght Hone E.S, Hontagu, H.P, il
1Py 3 ecrotary of State for Seeretary of State for ia, ‘
the .Colonies,

e Right Hon, Sir L. Worthington.  The Right Hom, S, Baldwin, Ji.P., It

TR e, M‘,’ H.P., Eaﬂratﬂ-w Prﬁﬂidﬂnt- of the Board of Trads. el
il State for War,

e Right Hom, 8ir Alfred hond, The Right Hon. HeA.L. Fisher, H.l.y 7]
furt, , MoPy, Minister of Health, President of the Board of BEdusation. | |

e Right Hon, Sir A, Griffithe The Right Hom, T.J. Macnamersa, W
doscamen, MsPe., Minister of MoPop Minister of Labour, 1
fgriculiure and Fisheries,

e Ripht Hon, R. Hunre, K.0., The Right Hon, Sir Hamer Greenwoed,
4P, Secretary for Scotland, Barte; KoCuy M.Ps, Chief Secretary
for Ireland,

The Right Hon. Sir Gordon Hewart., -,
KoCos 2 Iig FI_’ Attumﬁy-ﬂﬂnarﬁli .
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THE FOLLOWIIG WERE ALSO PRIESENT:!=

e Right Hon, The Viscount Colonel Leslie Wilson, C.M.G., D.S.0.
‘itzh1an of Derwent, G.C Vo0, liePe, Joint Parliamentery Secretary,
18,0, , Viceroy of trelanﬁ. Treasury.

i « Iionel Curilae Sir Edaward Grigg, KeGoVeO., C.H.Gs
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"éjﬁ IRISH (1) With reference to Cabinet 89 (21),.Conclusion 1,
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the Cabinet had before them a copy of the Articles of
‘f} g Agreement {C.P.3529) which had been signmed at 2,30 a.m,
that mcfning by the British and Irish Delegations,

THE PRIME MINISTER informed his colleagues that
in his opinion to-day was one of the greatest deys in
the history of the British Empire. Early this morning
a Treaty of Peace had been signed between the representa- ~
tives of the British and Irish peoples. The disputes and
friction between the two pecples had been a source of
wealmess, not merely to Great Brital:s but to the Empire
and a permanent settlement of the iriah rroblem would
enormously increese Great Briiain's prestige in the
world end would show that she was still capable of over-
coming almost insuperable difficulties. A just and righteous
gettlement of the Irish question was vitally neceasary
at the present moment and would have the most beneficial
effects in America and elssvhere.

While scme diffiioulties still remained, the
greatest had been overcome., Amcng the latter might
be mentioned « (1) the reluctance of the Irish extremists
to swear allepiance to the King and to repudlate an
Irish Republic; (ii) the difficulty of inducing people
with hereditary dlslike of the Briiish Empire and all
4hat 1t represented to agree to enrol themselves as
members of the Erpire; (1i1i) to make some settlement

L amcceptable by Uleter, - the rock upon which all previous
;_ efforts had been shattered.

For the firat time in the history of Ireland the
extremists had accepted a situstion in which it was
open to Ulster to contract out of a united Ireland,

She would under the Articles-of Agreement have one month
in which to make up her mind and it must be noted that
the Britlash repraasentatives had adhered absolutely
to the pledmea pgiven to Ulster, Ulster, under the
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arrangaments would not he coserced, hut 1f she deslired
to exercise the ontion of remaining with the United
Kingdom, then gh2 mast he nrenared to share the
hurdens and rasnonsibllitios of thes Tnilted

Kingdom for hatter or worss,

If Ulster romainsd with Great Britain, 1t
would bhe necessary to fix her boundaries afresh
and it had bhean renrssented that a Boundary Commission
would nosgibly give Ulster more than shn would lose.

The terms of the Oath to he taken by lembers of
the Parliament of the Irish Free State were remarkable
and ware hettar in many resnsctis than the terms of the
Oath of Alleglance ordinarily required in Great
Britain, ‘.

The Prime Minlater informed ths Cahinst of
the difficulties which had bsen exnerienced with
the Irish Hﬁprasentativeé on the pravious evening,
and it was only at the wvery end that those ;
renresentatives had eventually agreed to the terms
now incorporated in C.P.35E9.

In conclusion the Prime lHinister stated that
sheaking for himeelf and for his colleapues on the
Irish Committee he dasirsd to say how deeply indebted
they all felt to thelilr colleapnes in the Cahinet for
the absoluts trust and loyalty which had been disnlayed
during the naegotiations. Sucncess would have been
impasalble but for the ahsolute confildence which
the Cahinet had reposed in the British Representatlives.,

TH: SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FORETIGN AFFAIRS
said that he wlghed to esriecs ile unanimous fealing

of gratitude which filled every nember of the Cabinet
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towards the Prime lMinister and hls colleagues for
the part which they had played in the recent
negotiations. The settlement of the Irish
difficulty wes one of the most remarkable events
in the history of the British Empire and it
represented an astonisning viectory for the Empire
which would have incalculable effects throughout
the whole world and in particular would remove &
dark eloud which had hung for years over Great
Britain’s reletions with the United States of
America.e The most cordial thanks of the Cabinet
were due to the Prime Minister and his colleagues
whe had given months of anxious thought end time
to this problem, had shown unlimited patience snd
forbearance, had mainteined an'unrailing fidelity
to the pledges glven end had shom throughout
indomitible courages 1511 would, hgfelt sure,
agres that the succsoss atisined wes mainly
attributable to the skill, wisdom, ability and
foraesipght displayed by the Prime Minister;, and he,

Lord Curzon wes proud to have the privilege on

it
[

thie occasion of expressing the views of the Cabinety

The Cabinet unanimously agreed:s

(1) to exprees their enitre approvel
of the eettlement effected and of
the attitude adopted by the British
Hepresentatives throughout the
negotiations, and

(11) to assocointe themselves with thé
remarks made by the Secretary of
State for Forelgn Affaira,
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(2.3 In the course—of “the preceding-discussion,
reference was made to the fact that the Articles of
Agreement were to hc submitted forthwith by His
¥ajesty's Gowernment for the approval of Parliament
and by the Irish reprosentatives to a ﬁﬂeting swurmoned
for the purpose and the mombers elected to sit in
the Honsa of Commons for Southarn Irelands The latter
Meeting would take place in a»out sevan days time and it
wag urged that ss evidance of good faith the British
Parliament should he summonec. immediately for the
sole parposs of ratifying the Articles of Agreamant.
It was suggested that the State Opening of
Parliament should sn this ocecasion be made as
impressive as possible and that Companies from all
the Regiments of Guards with massed hands should be
stationed in the neighhourhood of the Honsea of
Parliament.
The Csbinet wero informed that His Majesty the
King was overjnyed with tha resnlt of the negotiations
and that it wes Hia Majesty's intention ta come
specially %5 London tnr-merrow for the lssting of the
Privy Councill for the swrioning of Parliasment.
The Cebinet agreed:=-
(1) That a Committee composed of =
The Prime !inister (Chalrman)
The Secretary of State for Foraipgn
Affairs,
The Seerstary ef State for Yar,
The Sscrstary of State for the Colonles,
Tiscount FitzAlan,
The First Cormlasionsr of ‘forks
L%.6Q1vTalker  (Secretary)
should make arrangements in sornmection with

the State Open'ng of Parliament.

{il1) Thet in order to mark the very special
occcasion the Clerk to the Privy Counell
gthould be requested Lo surmon to the
Heeting of the Privy Council #tne-morrow ‘
all the Membsers of ths Cabinet, and the w
Ticeroy. -




(3) The Carinetwere informed that-a.gugrestion had
bean made that Parliament should be surmoned to mest
on "ednesdsy, Necermhar l4th for thes sole purnose of
annroving or disannroving the Articles of ﬂgreement;
This would be in accordance with the nrecedent set
nt the time of the Tnion. It wag cantaﬁplntad that
after an address in renly had han made to His
Ynjasty's anesch, Resolutions would be introduced
in the House of Commons and subsequently in the House
of Lords and on their nassage through both Houses a
joint address would be nresented to Hls MajJesty
expressing apnroval of the Articles of Agreement.
Parliament would then he nrorogusd and not adjourned.
It was nointed out that undsr this nrocedure
there might he two debatea, one on the Xing's speech

and a sscond on the Resolutions. Horeover it would

he difficult to wrevent other subjects beilng discussed.

& sugzestion was then mads which-mat with considerahle
sunnport that ths Reaulﬁtions should be introduced
gimultanecusly into the House of Commons and the

House ef Lonrds.

It was then nointed out that 1f the nrecedent of
the Union Resolution was followed it would bs very
difficult to get the Resolutions nassed hefore
Chréfstmas and it wnas ﬁuggéated that senarate
Resolutions were not really necessary and that the
address in renly to His Majesty's Snezch eould be
drafted in such A form as Lo ohviate the nesd for
gaparats Resolutions.

Tha Cabinet agreesd --

To request the Lord Trivy. Seal ad the
Secretary of State for Foreipgn Affalrs

to consider the question of Parliamentary
nrocadure and to declda on the hest

course to adont, having regard to the
considerations indicated in the dlscussion.
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SH INTRRNZES. . 4. . The Gnhinet-wens informed-that-at-the present

k4

' - .moment. thare wers about 3,000 men intermed in Ireland,
againat whom no charge had been node, and that 1t :
would be most difficult to keep ther In prison
throughout the winter. The proposal, had, therefore,
been made thet directly she Articles of Lgreement
had been approved by the British Parliament, and
ratified by the Irish Parlisment, H,in. The HHing
should be advised to order the release of the

ﬁ internees,

The Cablnet sagreed =-

- (1) That H.ii, The King should not be

| adviged to release the Irish internees

' until after Dail Eireann had ratifiled
the Articles of Apgreement;

(2) That speclal consideration would have
t- be glven later on to the qusstion
of Irlish prisonera in commection with

any poaslible amnesaty leglislation which
misht he necessary.

HIGF SECRETARY

iTHKE T TRE in Thg attention of ithe Cabinet wos drawm to
R IRELAYD, ¢riticiam which might be expected on the llnes that

e ————
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the settloment now effected mipght oqually have been

AN | Fevp

recochad some time ago, It mes generally agreed,
howevar, that a year agoe 5inn Fein would noi have
entertalned or even agreed teo discuss proposals similepr
to those which the Irlish Bepresentativea had now signed,
and that the change In the attitude of 5imn Feln was

meinly atiributable to the rough tresiment to.

ghich the Irish extremists had bheen subjected Auwping
the lest twelvemonths, and which had brousght home to
the men in the field the nesd for some equitable

comnromisa,

/The
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Tho- Prime- kinister, «n-behalf of his-colleagues,
warnly congratulated the Chief Secretary for Ireland
on the nble and courageocus mermer in which he had
throushout discharpged the very difficult and dis-
agreeable duties entrusted to him; but for the
may in which the declsions of the Cabinet had been
enforced by the Irish Executive, and particulerly
by the Chief Secratary, the present settlement would
never have core shout. The Cabinst unanirmously

endorased the viers expressed by the Prime kinister.

% PROVISIORAL 6. The Cabinet agreed --

VERNHERT FOR

WTHARH IRZELAWD, That the Chief Secretary for Ireland

; and his advisers should consult togsther
forthwith on the arrangements necessary
for Beiting up a Provisional Government
iIn Southern Ireland, in the event of
the acceptance by Deil Eireann of the
Articles of Agraement.

zmIHG OF THE Ze The Cabinet were informed that the Irish
AMCILES OF

WL ENT ., Hepresentatives were anxilous thst the Articles of
hgrserient should hesr the word "Treaty" in the heading,
The Canlnet egreed -~

- That there wes no objection to
this nroposal.

JULICATIOE CF THRE 8, After the Cebinet had been informad that
#IICLES OF
RS ENT, Sir James Craig would receive the irtlcles of

Agreement about mid-day to-day, it was apreed -

(12 That the Articles of Agreement
should be givon to the Press
this rftornoon, for nublication
in to-morrow's papera; and

{2) That in his speech this evening
the Lord Privy Serl should announce
thet the Articles hod baen gigned
this morning by all the Irish end
dritish Renrsaentativesz, ond that
he British Renresentetives had
gigned with the unanirious approval
of the Cabinet.




IOTIFICATION OF 9, 'The
B ARTICLES

AGREWHERT TO

9B DOMINIONS,
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2, #Whitehall Gordens,

6th December, 1921,

Cahinet agreed —

That & Draft Swmary of the Articles

of Apreement should be prepared and
sutbmitied to the Depsytments cormerned,
with a view to despatch to H.R.H.

Prince of ¥Herles, Mr, Balfour, the Viceroy

cf India and the Domlnlon FPremiers
respoctivelyr.
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