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The Cabinet at t h e i r mee t ing on 8th May (C. C. (52) 51st Conc lu s ions , 
Minute 8) a u t h o r i s e d me to consu l t the T r a d e s Union C o n g r e s s (T . U. C . ) about the 
poss ib i l i ty of a wider inqui ry into the l o n g - t e r m economic and f inancial a s p e c t s of 
the growing cos t of making adequate p rov i s ion for old a g e , with p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e 
to s c h e m e s , both State and o t h e r w i s e , for r e t i r e m e n t and old age p e n s i o n s . In doing 
so I was to e n s u r e tha t t h e r e was no m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g about the l imi ted s ignif icance 
of any app rova l that m a y be given to pens ions s c h e m e s tha t had r e a c h e d an advanced 
s tage of c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

2 . I have s een Mr . A r t h u r Deakin and Sir Vincent Tewson , but they a r e not 
p r e p a r e d to c o - o p e r a t e or a s s i s t in any such inqu i ry . They r e g a r d the wider 
inqu i ry a s a camouflage to cover up an inqui ry into s u p p l e m e n t a r y pens ions s c h e m e s 
and thus p r e v e n t t h e m from br ing ing to frui t ion a n u m b e r of s c h e m e s on which 
negot ia t ions a r e wel l advanced . They a r e obviously s t i l l v e r y s o r e about the t a c t i c s 
employed by the p rev ious Gove rnmen t . 

3. We m u s t now dec ide whether or not to go ahead with the inqu i ry . I s ee no 
advantage in having a h e a d - o n col l i s ion with the T . U. C. on this m a t t e r . M o r e o v e r , 
while the ex tens ion of s c h e m e s for s u p p l e m e n t a r y pens ions might have s e r i o u s 
r e p e r c u s s i o n s throughout i ndus t ry , I a l so see no advantage in the c i r c u m s t a n c e s of 
pu r su ing the pol icy ini t ia ted by the Labour G o v e r n m e n t . 

4 . I sugges t that we should give up the idea of inquir ing on the above l ines and 
appoint a C o m m i t t e e to r e p o r t to us the facts about m ak i ng adequate p r o v i s i o n 
for old age , which might t ake the form e i the r of an ad hoc i n t e r d e p a r t m e n t a l 
Commi t t ee of officials or a Commi t t ee appointed within the f r a m e w o r k Of the Nat ional 
Insurance s c h e m e . We should then be able to go to the va r ious o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
conce rned , including the T . U. C. , on an i n f o r m w b a s i s and af ter th i s consu l ta t ion 
we co\ild fo rmula te our own pol icy . In the m e a n t i m e , we shal l have to d e a l on 
the i r m e r i t s with p r o p o s a l s fo rmula ted in the di f ferent i ndus t r i e s a s a r e s u l t of 
negot ia t ion with the T rade Unions and Staff A s s o c i a t i o n s . 
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