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ETHOPEAN EOONOMIC CO-OPERATION

Memcrandwn by the Secretary of J3tate for
Forelen AfTairs

| My eolleagues may wish to have a short sccount
of developments at Paris in the last month on the subject
of Eurcopgan Economic Co—operation.

The Convention on Eurcpean Economic Co=-operation

2 Cn 16th March, 1948, a mocting of the Committes

of Buropean Economic Co-cperation at the Ministerial level
gave instructicns that o Working Perty be set up to deaw up
4 multilateral agroement contalning certain pledgoes on the
Part of the participoting countries and a constitution for
a contimuing organisation. Exactly a month later, on 16th
aApril; o fuether Ministerisl meeting woaes held at Parls at
which a Conwventlon was signed on behslf of the sixteen
Comitteec of Europcan Economic Co-operaticn countrics and the
United Kingdom -Unitod Statos and French Zones of Gormany,
combining the multilatercl agpoomont and congtitution in one
documarnt.

e The work done by the Working Party was very
satisfactory both from the generzl peint of view and fran ocur
own. The Convontion and the accanpanying protocols and
resclutions which will be cirveculaoted in the next few doys

as a White Paper werc npproved by unanimous agreetents. The
achisvement of unonimity on the wide range of subjects
covered within such o short time is o proof of the spirit of
urgency, responsibility und of mutunl accommodation in which
the discusslons warce cuhducted. Morsover, the United Kingdom
Delegation were successful in achieving the kind of
crganisation which we were anxious to see set up. This
Orpoiigation for Europeun Eponcmic Co-operctlon compriscs a
Council of oll the menbers with an Executive Comnlttee of
sevoh, these bodies oxercising o large degree of practical
control over the netions of the Secretary-Gensral. Thea
Constitution is flexible in detail ond will permit the
Organisation -to develcp in whatever wny the work which has fo
be donc secns to domand. With this in mind, the Working
Party established no fixzed rulecs obout the froguency of
megetings of githar the Couneil op the Executive Canmittee nor
Adid it lawv dowyn whet othepr conmittess should be set up, but -
left decisions on those points to the new Crgeitisation
itsolfs i
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Chairmanships, the Secretary-Generalship ond Site

Ly I would like to add an explanation of the

dgcislons on the site, the Secretary—Generalship and the
Chairmanship. It became clear at a folrly oarly stage in
the Working Party that there wos o strong body of cpinion

in favour of Paris as the seat of the Organisation. This

was also the wish of the French Government. It haod been the
policy of His Majesty's Govermment to sscure the Chairmonship
both of the Couneil (at the Ministerial and official levels)
and also of the Exececutlve Coammittec. The Benelux Goverrments
felt ﬂtr?ngly that they had the risht to the thira "perguisita”,
but at first showed much more interest in the Chaimanship
than in the Secretary-Generalship, = point cn which we were
not disposed to glve woy to theme. While this point wos still
undecided, M+ Mapjolin, tho Frencil Representative on tho
Working Party was building up for himself o reputation for
capabilily and foairncss which secmed tc make him admirably
gqualified to be appointed Secretary-Genernle Thus, when, ot
a lnter stage, the Benelux countries eventuanlly produccd a
candidate Tor the Seeretary-Generalship, the majority of the
participating countrics had already decided that they would
prafer M. Marjoline The Benelux Govermnents Lhorefore tock
the ling thot they could not agreg to the Fronch having both
the sito ond the Secerotary-Generalship, while Benelux got
nothinm.

Sa This woa the deadlock which confronted me when I
arrived in Parise. It scamed o me to be both nscessary and
deslrable to accept M. Morjolin as SBecretary-Genercl but

that the Benelux Govermments had schwething of o case. In
order therafore that the Orpanisation might not start off in
the unhoppy atmosphere of o politieal dendlock, I offared

on bahalf of the United Kingdom to pencuncc either the
Chairmanship of the Couneil or, if preferred, the Chairmanship
of tho Executiveo Cumittee in Tovour of Bensluxs The first
offgr was accepted and Belglum wos elected Chalriman of tho
Council. Thisg renunciation on our part of an office which we
could have retoined if we had insisted made o great impression
cn tha other Delepontes, ond undoubtedly increased thelr
readiness tc follow ocur lead un other motiters. I oy cose,
by our ogeupation. of the Chalr of the Executive Camittac
througszh Sir BEdmand Hall-Poteh we shall be able to exerciss o
puiding influence uvia the doy to day work of the Organization,
and I am therefore certain that the step which we took in
sclyving this difficulty will turn out to have been to our
beonefit as well as to our ercdite Two irmediate results werc
that, on the following day, I wos able to secure aoll our
ohjectives in regord %o the orgonlsation of the Consultative
Gcuneil under the Brusgels Treaty, and that we have now beon
invited to provide o Deputy Secrefory-Genernl for the
Orzanisction of Eurcgpean Economic Co-operaticn itself. If,

ag I hope, ws are ahle to de this, we shall secure a furthsy
key positicn from which tc puide the work of the Organisation.

G I think it would be abpropriate for me to conclude
by mentirning to my colleagues the preat debt owed by all the
eountrics econcerned to Sir Cliver Pronkes and hils teum of
agsistanta and advisers for the part they hove played in
bringling this enterprise so successfully to the end of its
first stogge

Hela

Forelign Office, Ssiele
215t Auril, 1948.
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