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REFERENDUM ON EEC MEMBERSHIP 


Note by the Prime Minister 


I attach a draft of the statement which I propose to make in the House of 
Commons tomorrow. We shall have an opportunity to discuss this at 
tomorrow morning's meeting of the Cabinet. 
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Pifift! fi hp Kiti a f 
BRITISH MEMBERSHIP OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

STATEMENT BY.THE PRIME MINISTER 

Mr. Speaker, I w i l l with permission make a statement about 
the means by which the B r i t i s h people w i l l decide the i s sue of 
our membership of the European Community. 

2. I t i s the dec la red p o l i c y of the Government tha t , once 
the outcome of our r enego t i a t i on of the terms of membership i s 
known, the B r i t i s h people should have the r i gh t to dec ide , 

. . . 

through the b a l l o t box, by means e i t h e r of a General E l e c t i on or 
of a Referendum, whether B r i t a i n should continue in membership 
of the European Community or should withdraw. 

3. The Government has decided that th i s should be done by 
means of a Referendum. 

4. Pro longed uncer ta inty and delay on the dec i s ion of the B r i t i s h 
people are in the i n t e r e s t s ne i the r of B r i t a i n nor of other 
members of the Community. A f t e r f i f t e e n years of d i scuss ion 
and nego t i a t i on i t i s an i s sue which a l l of us in th i s House and 
in the country want to see s e t t l e d ; and uncerta inty about the 
future of B r i t i s h membership i s i n h i b i t i n g the work of the 
Community. The Government i s committed to put t ing the i s sue to 
the people be fo re 10 October th i s year . Prov ided that the 
outcome of r enego t i a t i on i s known in time, we intend to hold the 
Referendum be fo re the summer ho l i day , which means in p r a c t i c e 
not l a t e r than the end of June. We s h a l l the re fo re propose to 
the House arrangements which would make i t p o s s i b l e to hold the 
Referendum on that t imetab l e , t i g h t though i t w i l l be . 

5. When the outcome of r enego t i a t i on i s known, the 
Government w i l l cons ider what i t s own recommendation should be , 
whether f o r continued membership of the Community on the b a s i s 
of the r enegot i a ted terms, or f o r wi thdrawal , and w i l l announce 
i t s dec i s ion to the House in due course . That announcement 
w i l l no doubt prov ide an opportunity f o r the House to debate the 
quest ion of substance. 
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6. The circumstances of t h i s Referendum are unique; and the 
matter i s one on which s t rong views have long been he ld which 
cross party l i n e s . The Cabinet has t h e r e f o r e decided that , i f 
when the time comes there are members of the Government 
( i n c l ud ing members of the Cab ine t ) who do not f e e l ab l e to accept 
and support the Governments recommendation, whatever i t may be , 
they w i l l , once the recommendation has been announced, be f r e e 
to support and speak in favour of a d i f f e r e n t conclusion in 
the Referendum campaign. 

7. As to the arrangements f o r the Referendum, I t o l d the House 
on Tuesday, the r u l e s fo r the t e s t of p u b l i c opinion must be 
made by th i s House. The Government proposes w i th in a very few 
weeks to pub l i sh a White Paper on the r u l e s and arrangements fo r 
conducting the Referendum. The White Paper w i l l set out the 
var ious p o s s i b l e courses and the Governments p roposa l s on such 
matters as the information p o l i c y of the Government, the 
quest ion of expenditure by campaigning groups , and arrangements 
fo r conducting the p o l l , counting the votes and announcing the 
r e s u l t . 

8. The Government w i l l f i nd time f o r a debate on the White 
Paper in t h i s House be fo re the Eas te r r e ce s s . That debate w i l l 
of course be separa te from, and w i l l p recede , the Par l iamentary 
debate which w i l l be necessary on the outcome of the 
nego t i a t i ons . The debate on the White Paper w i l l enable the 
Government to take f u l l account of the views expressed by Rt. Hon. 
and Hon. Members of th i s House, and by p u b l i c opin ion g e n e r a l l y , 
in d r a f t i n g the necessary l e g i s l a t i o n fo r the Referendum. 

r. 

9. The Government proposes to introduce the l e g i s l a t i o n around 
Eas te r - t ime . As i t w i l l be c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n , we s h a l l 
propose that a l l s tages should be taken on the f l o o r of the House. 
I f we are to be ab le to hold the Referendum be fo re the summer 
ho l iday , the B i l l w i l l need to complete i t s passage through both 
Houses and to r ece i ve Royal assent by the end of May. 
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