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T H I S D O C U M E N T IS T H E P R O P E R T Y O F H E R B R I T A N N I C M A J E S T Y ' S G O V E R N M E N T 

Printed for the Cabinet. June 1956 

i 
S E C R E T C o p y N o . ' 

C M  . ( 5 6 ) 

40th Conc lus ions 

C A B I N E T 

CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the Cabinet held at 10 Downing Street, S.W. 1, 


on Thursday, 7th June, 1956, at 11 a.m. 


P r e s e n t : 

T h e R i g h t H o n . Sir A N T H O N Y E D E N , M.P. , P r i m e Minis ter . 

T h e M o s t H o n . the M A R Q U E S S OF T h e Right H o n . R. A . BUTLER , M.P . , 

SALISBURY , L o r d Pres ident of the L o r d Privy Seal. 

Counci l . 


T h e R i g h t H o n . H A R O L D MACMILLAN, T h e Right H o n . the V I S C O U N T KILMUIR, 
M . P . , Chance l lo r of the Excheque r . L o r d Chancel lor . 

T h e Right H o n . GVVILYM L L O Y D - T h e Right H o n . J A M E S STUART , M.P . , 
GEORGE , M . P . , Secre ta ry of S ta te for Secretary of S ta te for Scot land. 
the H o m e D e p a r t m e n t and Minis te r 
for Welsh Affairs. 

T h e Righ t H o n . the E A R L OF H O M E , T h e Right H o n . A . T . L E N N O X - B O Y D , 
Secretary of S ta t e for C o m m o n w e a l t h M.P . , Secre tary of State for the 
Rela t ions . Colonies . 

T h e R igh t H o n . Sir W A L T E R M O N C K T O N , T h e Right H o n . D U N C A N S A N D Y S , M.P. , 
Q.C. , M . P . , Min i s te r of Defence. Minis ter of H o u s i n g and Loca l 

G o v e r n m e n t . 
T h e Righ t H o n . Pe te r Thorneycro f t , T h e Right H o n . D  . HEATHCOAT A M O R Y , 

M . P . , P res iden t of the Boa rd of T r a d e . M.P . , Minis te r of Agr icul ture , 
Fisheries and F o o d . 

T h e Righ t H o n . Sir D A V I D ECCLES, T h e R i g h t H o n . IAIN MACLEOD , M.P . , 
M.P . , Min is te r of E d u c a t i o n . Minis ter of L a b o u r and Na t iona l 

Service. 
T h e R i g h t H o n . the E A R L OF SELKIRK, T h e Righ t H o n . PATRICK B U C H A N -

Chance l lo r of the D u c h y of L a n c a s t e r . H E P B U R N , M.P. , Minis ter of W o r k s . 

T h e following were also p r e sen t : 

T h e Righ t H o n . N I G E L BIRCH , M . P . , T h e Right H o n . R. H . T U R T O N , M.P . , 
Secretary of S ta te for Air (Item 6). Minis ter of H e a l t h (Items 8 and 9). 

T h e Mos t H o n . the M A R Q U E S S OF T h e Righ t H o n . A N T H O N Y N U T T I N G , 
R E A D I N G , Q.C., Min i s te r of Sta te for M.P . , Minis ter of State for Fo re ign 
Fo re ign Affairs. Affairs (Items 5-9). 

T h e R igh t H o n . Sir R E G I N A L D T h e Righ t H o n . E D W A R D H E A T H , M.P. , 
M A N N I N G H A M - B U L L E R , Q.C., M . P . , Pa r l i amen ta ry - Secretary, T reasu ry 
A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l (Item 10). (Items 1-4). 
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Soviet U n i o n . 1. The Prime Minister recal led tha t , before the Soviet leaders 
Prime left L o n d o n , they h a d pressed h im to m a k e a r e tu rn visit to the 
Mini s t er s Vis i t . Soviet U n i o n . W i t h his col leagues ' concur rence , he h a d accepted 
(Previous t ha t invi ta t ion w i t h o u t fixing a definite da te . H e h a d recent ly given 
Reference: some fur ther t hough t to the ques t ion of t iming, in consu l ta t ion wi th 
C M . (56) 31st the Fo re ign Secre tary , and h a d ob ta ined the views of H . M . 
Conclus ions , A m b a s s a d o r at M o s c o w . T h e choice lay be tween the a u t u m n of 
M i n u t e 7 . ) 1956 a n d the spr ing of the fol lowing y e a r ; and it was felt t h a t the 

ba lance of advan t age lay on the s ide of m a k i n g the visit in Apr i l 
or M a y , 1957. H . M . A m b a s s a d o r h a d also advised t ha t it wou ld 
be convenien t if the da te could be finally sett led, a n d a n n o u n c e d , 
in the n e a r future . Subject to the C a b i n e f s views h e p roposed to 
suggest to the Soviet G o v e r n m e n t
shou ld n o w be fixed, for Apr i l
a n n o u n c e d s imul taneous ly in b o t h

 t h a t a definite da te for the visit 
 o r May , 1957, a n d shou ld be 
 capi ta ls . 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

T o o k n o t e wi th a p p r o v a l of the a r r angemen t s which the 
P r ime Minis te r was p r o p o s i n g to m a k e to visit the Soviet 
U n i o n in Apr i l or M a y , 1957. 

Parliament. 2. T h e Cab ine t were informed of t he business to be t aken in 
the H o u s e of C o m m o n s in the following week. 

Parliament. 3. The Lord Privy Seal said t h a t the L a b o u r Pa r ty h a d n o w 
Remunerat ion decided to m a k e a formal reques t for the a p p o i n t m e n t of an 
of Members . i ndependen t commi t t ee of enqu i ry to advise on the p a y and 
(Previous a l lowances of M e m b e r s of Pa r l i amen t . In his view it would b e 
Reference: inexpedien t to reject this reques t a l toge the r : it would be wiser for 
C M  . (56) 37th the G o v e r n m e n t to t ake the line t ha t they were unwil l ing to appo in t 

s u c n aConclus ions ,  c o m m i t t e e dur ing the cu r ren t session. T h e Oppos i t ion might 
Minute 2 .  ) ' seek to h a v e the m a t t e r deba ted : they h a d some reason to h o p e tha t 

a mo t ion could b e f ramed which s o m e Conserva t ive M e m b e r s might 
be disposed to suppor t . Th i s , however , was n o t a m a t t e r which 
could be left to a free vote of the H o u s e : if it c a m e to a deba te , the 
G o v e r n m e n t w h i p shou ld cer ta inly be used. 

Discussion showed tha t op in ion in the Cabine t was divided 
on the expediency of ho ld ing such an enquiry . A r g u m e n t s in favour 
of this were tha t it would gain s o m e t i m e ; t h a t it wou ld p rov ide 
s o m e useful i n d e p e n d e n t s u p p o r t for an increase in M e m b e r s ' 
r e m u n e r a t i o n ; a n d tha t the final decis ion on the a m o u n t of the 
increase to be g ran ted would still res t with the G o v e r n m e n t and 
Pa r l i amen t . If a commi t t ee of enqu i ry were appo in ted , it was 
i m p o r t a n t tha t it should consist main ly of former M e m b e r s of 
P a r l i a m e n t whose j u d g m e n t would rest on pe r sona l a n d pract ica l 
exper ience of the dut ies and p r o b l e m s of M e m b e r s . T h e suggest ion 
was also m a d e tha t , if such an enqu i ry were held, it might also cover 
the pos i t ion of Peers . On the o the r side, the view was s t rongly 
expressed that this was a m a t t e r which Pa r l i amen t itself should 
decide, a n d tha t it wou ld no t accord wi th the dignity or the t rad i t ions 
of the H o u s e t ha t an outs ide c o m m i t t e e should be asked to advise 
o n it. T h e major i ty of G o v e r n m e n t suppor te r s in the H o u s e might 
be expected to t ake this view. I t was also argued tha t it wou ld be 
dange rous to remi t this quest ion to an outs ide body, which might 
well r e c o m m e n d levels of r e m u n e r a t i o n m u c h h igher t han those which 
the G o v e r n m e n t would think justified. 



T h e Cab ine t were , however , fully agreed tha t n o ac t ion shou ld 
be t aken dur ing the cu r ren t session to increase the r e m u n e r a t i o n of 
M e m b e r s . In the coming session it might be possible to p roceed with 
the comprehens ive project for improv ing the r e m u n e r a t i o n of 
M e m b e r s , increas ing the salaries of jun io r Minis te rs a n d in t roduc ing 
a sys tem of expense a l lowances for Peers . I t migh t also be 
p rac t i cab le to pass in tha t session legislation increas ing the salaries 
a t t ach ing to m i n o r judicial offices (Coun ty C o u r t Judges , & c ) . 
M e a n w h i l e , the best line for the G o v e r n m e n t to t ake wou ld be to 
express s y m p a t h y with these objects , to a d m i t t ha t o n mer i ts the 
case for some i m p r o v e m e n t was s t rong , b u t to a rgue t ha t in view of 
the economic s i tua t ion this was n o t a su i table m o m e n t a t which to 
t ake act ion. T o a d o p t any other course at the p resen t t ime would 
b e inconsis tent wi th the G o v e r n m e n t s genera l policy of seeking to 
secure a per iod of s tabi l i ty in wages and pr ices . 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

Invi ted the P r i m e Minis te r to consider , in the light of their 
discussion a n d in consu l t a t ion wi th the L o r d Pr ivy Seal and 
the Chief W h i p , the t e rms of the rep ly which shou ld be 
r e tu rned to the reques t of the L a b o u r Oppos i t i on for the 
hold ing of an i ndependen t enqui ry in to the r e m u n e r a t i o n of 
M e m b e r s of Pa r l i amen t . 

E c o n o m i c 4. The Prime Minister said tha t , fol lowing the mee t ing which 
Situation. Minis te r s had held o n 10th M a y with representa t ives of the T r a d e s 
(Previous U n i o n Congress , fur ther meet ings were d u e to be held wi th 
Reference : represen ta t ives of employers and of the na t ional i sed indus t r ies . He 
C M  . (56) 36th d o u b t e d whe the r it would be possible to ho ld bo th of these meet ings 
Conclus ions , before the Minis te r of L a b o u r wen t to G e n e v a o n 15th June , a n d 
M i n u t e 1.) he wou ld welcome the advice of his col leagues o n the o r d e r in which 

the two meet ings shou ld be ;aken. 

Meet ings with In discussion it was agreed tha t the projected meet ing wi th 
Representat ives e m p l o y e r s ' representa t ives was the more urgent , a n d tha t 
of E mployers the meet ing wi th representa t ives of the na t iona l i sed indust r ies could 
and Workers, be deferred unti l after the Minis te r of L a b o u r h a d r e t u r n e d from 

G e n e v a . I t was also agreed tha t these meet ings shou ld be presen ted 
to publ ic opin ion, n o t as a fresh init iat ive, b u t as the comple t i on of 
the series of meet ings on which Minis ters h a d been engaged before 
t he W h i t s u n recess. 

Agricultural Discuss ion then tu rned to the pend ing claim for a n increase in 
Wages . agr icu l tu ra l wages. I t was recognised tha t the re was a significant g a p 

b e t w e e n agricultural, a n d indust r ia l wages a n d tha t , o n g r o u n d s of 
comparab i l i t y , there was a case for some increase in the former . On 
the o t h e r h a n d the re was a real danger tha t , if agr icu l tura l wages 
were n o w increased, this would p r o v o k e a fresh r o u n d of w a g e c la ims 
b y indust r ia l worke r s . I t was i m p o r t a n t t ha t the Agr icu l tu ra l Wages 
B o a r d should h a v e this cons idera t ion in mind . T h e Minis te rs con­
c e r n e d shou ld cons ider whe the r a n y confident ia l a p p r o a c h could be 
m a d e t o the B o a r d before the app l ica t ion c a m e before t hem. 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

(1) T o o k no te t ha t the P r ime Minis te r wou ld a r r a n g e for	 fur ther 
meet ings to be held wi th representa t ives of employe r s and 
of the na t ional i sed industr ies on the need for a pe r iod of 
s tabi l i ty in wages a n d prices. 

(2) Invi ted	 the Chance l lo r of the E x c h e q u e r to cons ider , in 
consu l ta t ion wi th the Agr icu l ture Minis te rs a n d the 
Minis te r of L a b o u r , whe the r any steps could be t aken to 



5 . C M . 40 (56) 

ensure tha t , in the cons idera t ion of the fo r thcoming 
appl ica t ion for a n increase in agr icul tura l wages , full 
a ccoun t wou ld b e t aken of t he needs of t he n a t i o n a l 
economy. 

Disarmament . 
(Previous 
Reference : 
C M  . (56) 37th 
Conclus ions , 
Minute 5.) 

5. T h e Cab ine t cons idered a m e m o r a n d u m by the F o r e i g n 
Secre tary ( C P . (56) 137) seeking app rova l for a n e w d i s a r m a m e n t 
p l a n and au thor i ty to discuss it wi th the G o v e r n m e n t s of the Un i t ed 
Sta tes , C a n a d a and F r a n c e in advance of the fo r thcoming meet ing 
of the D i s a r m a m e n t Commiss ion . 

T h e Cab ine t were in general ag reemen t wi th the dra f t 
d i s a r m a m e n t p lan , w h i c h w a s based on the p roposa l s in C P  . (56) 117 
which the Cabine t had previous ly approved . 

T h e following points w e r e m a d e in d i scuss ion : — 
l- (a) The Minister of Defence d r e w a t t en t ion to the r isk tha t , if 

this p l an were accepted, w e migh t be requ i red to cease t he 
m a n u f a c t u r e of nuc lear w e a p o n s before we h a d built u p an a d e q u a t e 
s tock of them. E v e n o n the basis of ou r p resen t p r o g r a m m e , w e 
should n o t have a sufficient s tock of these w e a p o n s unt i l 1970. 
M o r e o v e r , the extent to wh ich w e were to conver t ou r tact ical 
e q u i p m e n t to nuc lear w e a p o n s h a d yet to be dec ided. T h e pos i t ion 
wou ld improve if the p roposa l s for a new diffusion p lan t , n o w u n d e r 
cons idera t ion , c a m e to fruit ion. T h e Fo re ign Secre tary had , however , 
accepted his p roposa l tha t p a r a g r a p h 11 of the draf t p lan shou ld b e 
a m e n d e d to ensure tha t nuc lea r d i s a r m a m e n t wou ld no t fol low 
au tomat ica l ly o n the comple t ion of the r e m a i n d e r of the p l an b u t 
would b e considered in re la t ion to the prevai l ing in t e rna t iona l 
s i tua t ion . H e was p repa red to rest o n this safeguard . 

(b) T h e view was expressed tha t the dange r which the Min i s te r 
of Defence had foreseen migh t m a k e it necessary for us at some la ter 
d a t e to oppose the comple t ion of the p lan in r ega rd to nuc lea r 
d i s a r m a m e n t if the r e m a i n d e r of t he p lan h a d been p u t in to effective 
ope ra t i on before we h a d accumula t ed a sufficient s tock of nuc lea r 
weapons . This might expose us to the charge of hav ing been 
d is ingenuous in sponsor ing the p lan . I t was po in ted out , however , 
t ha t the reserva t ion we had en te red in p a r a g r a p h 11 of t he draf t was 
in tended to give us an oppor tun i ty , when the t ime came , to cons ider 
o u r posi t ion in the light of t he s tocks w e h a d accumula t ed a n d o u r 
need for these weapons a t tha t t ime. Th i s sa feguard need n o t 
therefore involve us in e m b a r r a s s m e n t . 

(c) T h e p roposed In t e rna t i ona l Cont ro l Organ i sa t ion , for which 
the draft plan provided , w a s k n o w n to be u n a c c e p t a b l e to the Soviet 
leaders , w h o disliked the p roposa l in pr inciple and felt tha t it could 
n o t be m a d e effective in such large count r ies as the U n i t e d States and 
the Soviet U n i o n . Never the less , the Cab ine t agreed tha t effective 
m a c h i n e r y for inspect ion a n d cont ro l was o n e of the essential 
safeguards on which we m u s t con t inue to insist. 

(d) T h e Uni ted States G o v e r n m e n t were anx ious tha t s o m e 
provis ion should be m a d e for restr ic t ion of the supply of nuc lea r 
mate r ia l , so as to deny to t h e smaller count r ies the o p p o r t u n i t y of 
manufac tu r ing nuc lear w e a p o n s . W e should find it difficult to accept 
such a res t r ic t ion, before w e h a d bui l t u p o u r own s tock of nuc lea r 
w e a p o n s , unless the U n i t e d Sta tes would u n d e r t a k e to mee t o u r 
needs . 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

A p p r o v e d the draf t d i s a r m a m e n t p l an annexed to 
C P  . (56) 137, a n d au thor i sed the Minis te r of S ta te for 
F o r e i g n Affairs (Mr . Nut t ing) to seek t h e . s u p p o r t of the 

. G o v e r n m e n t s of the U n i t e d Sta tes , C a n a d a a n d F r a n c e for 
a F o u r - P o w e r ini t iat ive in the D i s a r m a m e n t C o m m i s s i o n on 
these lines. 



1 c i 
Jordan. 6. T h e Cab ine t cons idered a m e m o r a n d u m by the F o r e i g n 
(Previous Secre ta ry a n d the Secre ta ry of S ta te for A i r ( C P . (56) 136) o n a 
Reference: r eques t for t he supp ly of Bri t ish swept -wing aircraft t o t he R o y a l 
C M . (56) 32nd J o r d a n i a n Ai r F o r c e (R.J .A.F. ) . 

T h e M i n i s t e r Qf S t a t eMinutelT 3 '  for Foreign Affairs (Mr . Nu t t ing ) said tha t 
m u e  m' ne i the r H u n t e r nor G n a t aircraft could be suppl ied, n o r cou ld their 

Air Force. p i lots be t ra ined , as quickly as K ing Husse in wished. M o r e o v e r , it 
w a s n o t clear h o w the r e - equ ipmen t p r o g r a m m e , wh ich w o u l d cost 
£2\ mil l ions if ca r r i ed o u t wi th H u n t e r s and £ 1 ^ mil l ions if car r ied 

\ o u t wi th G n a t s , was to be f inanced. Never the less , the in ten t ion to 
' - b r ing the R . J . A . F . u p to d a t e was in itself a s o u n d a i m a n d t he r e was 

a r isk t h a t K ing Husse in would be inclined to t u r n to the Soviet 
U n i o n for aircraft if he h a d cause to feel tha t there w o u l d be u n d u e 
de lay in ob ta in ing Bri t ish equ ipmen t . T h e presen t p r o p o s a l was 
therefore des igned to gain t ime by pu t t i ng fo rward a n a l t e rna t ive p lan 
for the r e - equ ipmen t of the R . J . A . F . a n d invi t ing t he J o r d a n 
G o v e r n m e n t to ind ica te h o w the p r o g r a m m e w o u l d be f inanced. 

Discuss ion s h o w e d tha t the Cab ine t were in a g r e e m e n t wi th this 
p r o p o s a l . It was suggested tha t , in v iew of the p rospec t ive cost of 
r e -equ ipp ing the R . J . A . F . , K ing Husse in might be e n c o u r a g e d to 
review the relat ive s t ra tegic i m p o r t a n c e , in p resen t cond i t ions , of his 
l a n d a n d air forces. 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

A p p r o v e d the p r o p o s a l p u t fo rward in p a r a g r a p h 9 of 
C P  . (56) 136. 

Egypt . 7. The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs (Mr . Nu t t ing ) said 
(Previous t h a t the E g y p t i a n G o v e r n m e n t h a d dec ided to ho ld o n 19th J u n e 
Reference: ce remonies ce lebra t ing the t e rmina l da te of the A n g l o - E g y p t i a n 
C M  . (56) 37th A g r e e m e n t in p u r s u a n c e of which Brit ish t roops h a d been w i t h d r a w n 
Conclusions , f rom the C a n a l Z o n e . T h e y h a d fur ther decided t h a t this d a y should 
Minute 8.) be ce lebra ted annua l ly as E g y p f s N a t i o n a l Day . All the H e a d s of 

d ip loma t i c Miss ions in C a i r o wou ld be invited to a t t end the ce r emony 
o n 19th J u n e , and it wou ld be inexped ien t for H . M . A m b a s s a d o r to 
absen t himself f rom it. I t was therefore p roposed tha t he should 
a t t end , t h o u g h he h a d w a r ned the Egyp t i an au thor i t ies tha t H e r 
Majes ty ' s G o v e r n m e n t wou ld t ake it amiss if it were m a d e the 
occas ion for any d e m o n s t r a t i o n of ant i-Bri t ish sen t iments . 

T h e G o v e r n m e n t s of I r aq a n d J o r d a n h a d dec ided n o t t o send 
special de legat ions t o Ca i ro for these ce lebra t ions . 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

T o o k no te of this s t a t e m e n t by the Min i s te r of State for 
F o r e i g n Affairs. 

Nuclear 8. T h e Cab ine t h a d before t h e m a m e m o r a n d u m by the Lord 
Radiat ions . Pres iden t ( C P . (56) 132) cover ing the r epo r t of a C o m m i t t e e of the 
(Previous Medica l R e s e a r c h Counci l which h a d assessed the h a z a r d s to m a n of 
Reference: nuc lea r and allied r ad ia t ions . 
C M  . (56) 39th The Lord President recal led t ha t this C o m m i t t e e h a d been Conclus ions , a p p o i n t e d because of the widesp read publ ic anxie ty a b o u t the Minute 3.) genet ic effects of test explos ions of nuc lear w e a p o n s . T h a t par t i cu la r 

anxie ty w o u l d be al layed by the C o m m i t t e e ' s findings. T w o o the r 
p r o b l e m s emerged , however , f rom the repor t . F i rs t , it disclosed a 
n e w risk from t h e r m o - n u c l e a r explos ions , viz., the abso rp t ion , 
t h r o u g h food, of rad io-ac t ive s t ron t i um which a c c u m u l a t e d in h u m a n 
bones a n d would , if test explos ions con t inued indefinitely, eventual ly 
increase h u m a n liabili ty to cancer and o the r diseases of the bone . 
Th i s po in t h a d been fully expla ined to the Cab ine t at thei r meet ing 
o n 5 th J u n e , a n d it h a d then been accepted t h a t the re were n o 
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sufficient g r o u n d s for immed ia t e anxie ty o n this accoun t . 
Never theless , it w a s to be expected t ha t this pa r t of the r e p o r t wou ld 
p r o v o k e m u c h discussion a n d some publ ic a l a rm. Secondly , the 
r e p o r t showed tha t a m o r e significant and i m m e d i a t e r isk a rose f rom 
the extensive use of rad io logy in medic ine a n d dent i s t ry . Th i s also 
w o u l d a rouse publ ic anxie ty , a n d the p r o b l e m w a s one which clearly 
needed fur ther examina t ion . 

Th i s was a highly technical repor t , and ca re wou ld be needed 
in present ing it to the public . It would be laid before Pa r l i amen t 
o n 12th June , and a shor t s t a t emen t a b o u t it would be m a d e in both 
Houses on tha t day . T h e general line of this s t a t e m e n t wou ld be 
tha t the r epor t would requ i re m u c h s tudy by all concerned a n d that , 
to the extent t h a t it concerned G o v e r n m e n t D e p a r t m e n t s , the 
necessary cons ide ra t ion wou ld proceed w i t h o u t de lay . T h e r epo r t 
would be expla ined to representa t ives of the Press a t conferences with 
L o b b y cor responden ts and scientific co r re sponden t s . 

T h e Lord Pres ident said that a co r re spond ing enqu i ry h a d been 
conduc ted in the Uni t ed States and , by a r r a n g e m e n t , its r e p o r t would 
also be publ i shed o n 12th J u n e . Its findings were o n m u c h the s a m e 
lines as those of the Med ica l Resea rch Counci l . . I t ra ised, however , 
one fur ther ma t t e r , viz., the disposal of rad io-ac t ive w a s t e ; and 
p r o p o s e d tha t an in te rna t iona l conference shou ld be convened to 
cons ider the p rob lems arising f rom the disposal of this was te in the 
sea. 

I n discussion the following points were r a i s e d : — 

(a) The Minister of Health said that s o m e publ ic c o m m e n t mus t 
be expected on the degree of occupa t iona l r isk to which worker s in 
a tomic energy es tab l i shments were exposed. 

The Lord President said tha t s teps w e r e a l ready being t aken to 
r educe this risk by varying the duties of w o r k e r s in these 
es tab l i shments . A publ ic s t a t emen t could, if necessary, be m a d e 
a b o u t the p recau t ions which were being taken . 

(b) The Minister of Health said that the title of the repor t , with 
its reference to " the haza rds to m a n , " was itself likely to cause u n d u e 
publ ic a la rm. H e hoped tha t the word ing of this title would no t be 
unnecessar i ly stressed in any publ ic a n n o u n c e m e n t s . 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

(1) T o o k	 no te of the r epo r t by a C o m m i t t e e of the Medica l 
Research Counci l o n the haza rds to m a n of nuc lea r and 
allied rad ia t ions . 

(2) T o o k	 no te of the a r r angemen t s which the L o r d Pres ident 
had m a d e for the publ icat ion of this r epor t . 

(3) Invi ted	 the L o r d Pres ident to a r r ange for the D e p a r t m e n t s 
concerned to proceed wi thou t delay with their 
cons idera t ion of the var ious issues raised by the repor t . 

Nuclear 9. The Prime Minister invited the Cab ine t to cons ider the 
Weapons . revised draf t of a s t a t emen t which h e was p ropos ing to m a k e in the 
Tests in 1957. H o u s e of C o m m o n s , later in the day , a b o u t the tests of nuclear 
(Previous w e a p o n s which were to be held in the Pacific in the spr ing of 1957. 
Reference: T h e P r ime Minis te r said tha t the U n i t e d States G o v e r n m e n t had 
C M  . (56) 39th s h o w n cont inu ing concern a b o u t the consequences of a fresh init iative 
Conclus ions , I o  r i n te rna t iona l discussion of the m e a n s of l imiting test explosions 
Minute 3.) '  0 1 nuclear weapons . T h e y feared tha t , if the a n n o u n c e m e n t were 

m a d e in the fo rm originally p roposed , this might b e c o m e an issue in 
the fo r thcoming Pres ident ia l Elect ion. H e still t h o u g h t it necessary 
to indicate the G o v e r n m e n f s readiness to discuss m e t h o d s of l imiting 

-	 test exp los ions ; bu t , in view of these represen ta t ions , he h a d decided 
to confine himself in this a n n o u n c e m e n t to a repet i t ion of his earl ier 
offer to join in such discussions. He therefore p r o p o s e d to recall tha t , 



in a s t a t emen t in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s on 6th D e c e m b e r , 1955, he 
h a d m a d e it clear tha t the U n i t e d K i n g d o m G o v e r n m e n t were 
p r epa red to discuss me thods of regulat ing and l imiting tes t s ; to say 
tha t this r e m a i n e d the policy of the Uni ted K i n g d o m G o v e r n m e n t ; 
and to assure the H o u s e tha t the G o v e r n m e n t wou ld seek every 
oppo r tun i t y to p u t it i n to effect. 

Discussion showed tha t the Cabine t were in full ag reemen t with 
the line which the P r ime Minis te r p roposed to take on this po in t . 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

A p p r o v e d the revised draf t of the a n n o u n c e m e n t which the 
P r ime Minis te r p roposed to m a k e in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s 
later tha t day abou t the tests of nuc lear w e a p o n s which were 
to be held in the Pacific in the spring of 1957. 





Educat ion . 
Capital 
Investment. 
(Previous 
References : 
C.C. (54) 80th 
Conclus ions , 
Minute 4 , and 
C M  . (56) 14th 
Conclusions. ) 

Trinidad Oil
C o m p a n y .

11. T h e Cab ine t had before them m e m o r a n d a by the 
Chance l lo r of t he E x c h e q u e r ( C P . (56) 135) a n d the Minis ter of 
E d u c a t i o n ( C P . (56) 134) on t h e extent to which the school bui lding 
p r o g r a m m e shou ld be r e t a r d e d because of the genera l economic 
s i tua t ion . 

The Minister of Education sa id tha t the p r o b l e m h a d arisen 
because , s ince the Cab ine t h a d approved the p roposa l s p u t fo rward 
in F e b r u a r y in connec t ion wi th the economic s i tua t ion , it h a d 
emerged tha t £32 mil l ions ins tead of £20 mill ions of bui ld ing w o r k 
which was due to have been s t a r t ed in the previous yea r h a d been 
b r o u g h t fo rward for c o m m e n c e m e n t in the cur ren t year . Th i s was 
a n e w factor which cou ld n o t have been foreseen. T h e proposa ls 
in C P . (56) 135 would involve a m u c h m o r e ser ious r e t a rda t i on of 
the p r o g r a m m e than h a d been con templa t ed in F e b r u a r y , a n d would 
m e a n the loss of 200,000 instead of 100,000 school places in 1958 
w h e n the n u m b e r s in s e c o n d a r y schools would increase mos t sharply . 
I t w o u l d be difficult to p resen t such a fur ther e c o n o m y merely as a 
delay in t he bui lding p r o g r a m m e a n d not as a cut in it. Moreove r , 
such a decis ion w o u l d be s e e n " to be inconsis tent wi th the 
G o v e r n m e n f s p r o g r a m m e for technical educa t ion which depended 
o n the p r o p e r deve lopmen t of secondary educa t ion and the 
G o v e r n m e n t wou ld be exposed to crit icism on t h a t score . 

The Prime Minister said tha t , in his view, cuts in expend i tu re 
which were m a d e necessary by the economic s i tua t ion shou ld fall on 
educa t ion only in the last r e sor t w h e n it w a s clear tha t o the r means 
of saving wou ld n o t yield enough . T h e publ ic wou ld be p r e p a r e d 
to accept the need for the measu res d e m a n d e d by the economic 
s i tua t ion if they were satisfied tha t e c o n o m y was n o t being pu r sued 
at t he expense of their c h i l d r e n ^ educa t ion . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said tha t the average ra te of 
n e w school bui lding in t he prev ious year h a d been £ 4 - 6 mill ions a 
m o n t h . H e h a d been re luc tan t , in view of the economic s i tuat ion, 
to accept the need which the Minis ter of E d u c a t i o n ^ proposa ls 
c o n t e m p l a t e d for an ac tua l increase in this m o n t h l y r a t e in t he . 
c u r r e n t year a n d the fol lowing year . H e agreed, however , tha t in 
v iew of the a rgumen t s which h a d been p u t fo rward the re m u s t be 
s o m e c o m p r o m i s e in t h e mat te r . H e was p r e p a r e d therefore to 
accept the figure of £55 mil l ions as the total of n e w school, building 
which shou ld be s t a r t ed this year and he p roposed tha t the 
co r r e spond ing figure for 1957-58 shou ld be £25 mill ions in each 
half-year . Local author i t ies could be au thor i sed to p lan on this 
basis and could be in formed t h a t the figure wou ld be fur ther increased 
if t h e economic s i tua t ion justified it. 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

A p p r o v e d the p roposa l s wi th regard to new school building 
which the Chance l lo r of the E x c h e q u e r h a d p u t fo rward 
in their discussion. 

 12. The Chancellor of the Exchequer said t ha t the Texas Oil 
 C o m p a n y of the U n i t e d States had offered to buy, for £63 mill ions, 

the Bri t ish s tockhold ing in t h e Tr in idad Oil C o m p a n y . T rea su ry 
consen t wou ld be requ i red for this t ransfer of the ownersh ip to a 
U n i t e d Sta tes C o m p a n y . Before a final decision was t aken , he would 
wish to seek the views of his col leagues in the Cabine t . Meanwhi l e , 
however , he was to be a sked tha t a f ternoon in t he H o u s e of 
C o m m o n s , by Pr iva te No t i ce Ques t ion , whe ther he h a d any s ta tement 
to m a k e . H e p r o p o s e d to say in reply tha t the m a t t e r was unde r 
cons ide ra t ion . 

T h e Cabinet—-

T o o k n o t e t h a t the Chance l lo r of the E x c h e q u e r would 
submi t for the C a b i n e f s app rova l his considered 



r e c o m m e n d a t i o n on the ques t ion w h e t h e r consent should 
be given for t he t ransfer to the U n i t e d States of the Bri t ish 
s tockhold ing in the T r i n i d a d Oil C o m p a n y . . 

Cyprus.
(Previous
Reference:
C M  . (56) 39th
Conclus ions ,
Minute 1.)

 13. The Prime Minister said tha t , since the C a b i n e f s discussion 
 on 5th J u n e , ind ica t ions h a d been received tha t the re was m u c h 

 pub l i c mi sapp rehens ion in C a n a d a a b o u t the basis of Bri t ish pol icy 
 in Cyprus . T h e C o m m o n w e a l t h Secre tary w a s anx ious to t a k e all 

 p rac t i cab le steps to cor rec t these m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s . F a c t u a l 
 ma te r ia l was being suppl ied to h im by the Co lon ia l Office. I t wou ld 

also be helpful if ex t rac t s f rom Min is te r s ' speeches on C y p r u s cou ld 
be fo rwa rded to the C o m m o n w e a l t h Secre ta ry for t r ansmiss ion to 
C a n a d a . 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

Agreed tha t Minis ters w h o were p r o p o s i n g to refer to 
Cyprus in their publ ic speeches shou ld , in add i t ion to p r io r 
consu l t a t ion wi th t he Colonia l Secre ta ry , send ex t rac t s to 
the C o m m o n w e a l t h Secre tary for t ransmiss ion , as 
a p p r o p r i a t e , to C a n a d a a n d o the r C o m m o n w e a l t h count r ies . 

Agricultural 14. The Minister of Agriculture said t h a t he was to answer , 
Pol icy . in the H o u s e of C o m m o n s tha t a f te rnoon, several Ques t ions a b o u t 
(Previous the ac t ion t aken by his D e p a r t m e n t in dispossessing L a d y G a r b e t t 
Reference: of her agr icul tura l p r o p e r t y in Sussex. M o s t of these were conce rned 
C M . (56) 31st wi th ques t ions of fact, bu t o n e ra ised t he genera l ques t ion of 
Conclus ions , legislation on this subject . As his col leagues w e r e aware , h e was 
Minute 5.) ho ld ing confidential consu l ta t ions wi th leaders of the f a rming 

indus t ry , in p u r s u a n c e of the C a b i n e f s conclus ion of 26 th Apr i l , on 
the d isc ip l inary power s u n d e r the Agr icu l tu re Ac ts a n d the provis ions 
for secur i ty of t enu re for t enan t fa rmers . In his op in ion , however , 
it wou ld be p r e m a t u r e to disclose the G o v e r n m e n f s plans for deal ing 
wi th this genera l p r o b l e m in reply to this pa r t i cu la r Ques t ion . 
Subject therefore to the C a b i n e f s views he p r o p o s e d to avoid m a k i n g 
any pub l i c reference at this s tage to the genera l enquir ies wh ich the 
G o v e r n m e n t were conduc t ing on this subject , a n d to confine himself 
to po in t ing o u t the difficulties of u n d e r t a k i n g legislat ion o n this 
ques t ion at the present t ime. 

T h e C a b i n e t — 

Agreed t h a t the Minis te r of Agr i cu l tu re shou ld , if possible , 
defer for the t ime being any genera l s t a t emen t of the 
G o v e r n m e n f s in ten t ions in respect of the discipl inary 
powers u n d e r t he Agr icu l tu re Ac ts a n d the p rov i s ions for 
secur i ty of t enu re for t enan t f a rmers . 

Cabinet Office, S.W.1, 
7th June, 1956. 


