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C M  . ( 4 7 ) 

58th Conclusions 

C A B I N E T 58 ( 4 7 ) 

CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the Cabinet held at 1 0 Downing Street, S.W. 1, 
on Tuesday, 1st July, 1 9 4 7 , at 11 a.m. 

P r e s e n t : 
T h e R i g h t H o n . C. R. A T T L E E , M . P . , P r i m e M i n i s t e r (in the Chair). 

The R i g h t Hon . H E R B E R T M O R R I S O N , The R i g h t H o n . A R T H U R G R E E N W O O D , 
M.P . , L o r d P r e s i d e n t of t h e Council . M . P . , Min i s t e r w i t h o u t Por t fo l io . 

The R i g h t Hon . H U G H DALTON, M . P . , The R i g h t H o n . S i r STAFFORD C R I P P S , 
Chancellor of the Exchequer . K . C . , M . P . , P r e s i d e n t of the B o a r d 

of T rade . 
The R i g h t Hon . V I S C O U N T J O W I T T , The R i g h t H o n . J . C H U T E R E D E , M . P . , 

Lord Chancellor. Secretary of S t a t e for the H o m e 
D e p a r t m e n t . 

The R i g h t Hon . V I S C O U N T A D D I S O N , T h e R i g h t H o n . J  . W E S T W O O D , M . P . , 
Secretary of S t a t e for Dominion Secretary of S t a t e for Scot land. 
Affairs. 

The R i g h t Hon. A . C R E E C H J O N E S , The JKignt n o n . I H E E A R L OF 
M.P . , Secre tary of S t a t e for t h e L I S T O W E L Secre ta ry of S t a t e for 
Colonies. I n d i a a n d Secre ta ry of S t a t e for 

B u r m a . 
The R i g h t Hon . G. A . I S A A C S , M . P . , The R i g h t Hon . E . S H I N W E L L M . P . , 

Min is te r of Labour a n d N a t i o n a l Min i s t e r of Fue l a n d Power . 
Service. 

The R i g h t Hon . T. W I L L I A M S , M . P . , T h e R i g h t Hon . G E O R G E T O M L I N S O N , 

Minis te r of A g r i c u l t u r e and . M.P . , M i n i s t e r of Educa t ion . 

Fisher ies . 


The following were also p r e s e n t : 
The R i g h t Hon . V I S C O U N T H A L L , F i r s t T h e R i g h t Hon . F . J . B E L L E N G E R , M.P . , 

Lord of the A d m i r a l t y (Items 4 - 5 ) . Secre tary of S t a t e for W a r (Item 4 ) . 
The R i g h t Hon . P . J . N O E L - B A K E R , T h e R i g h t H o n . J O H N W I L M O T , M.P . , 

M.P . , Secretary of S t a t e for A i r Min i s t e r of Supp ly (Item 4 ) . 
(Items 4 - 5 ) . 

The R i g h t Hon . A L F R E D B A R N E S , M . P . , The R i g h t H o n . J O H N STRACHEY, M . P . , 
Min i s te r of T r a n s p o r t (Items 4 - 5 ) . Min i s t e r of Food. 

The R i g h t Hon . L E W I S S I L K I N , M . P . , The R i g h t H o n . L O R D NATHAN, Min i s t e r 
Min i s t e r of Town a n d Coun t ry of Civil A v i a t i o n (Item 5 ) . 
P l a n n i n g (Item 4 ) . 

The R i g h t Hon . C. W . K E Y , M . P . , T h e R i g h t H o n . H E C T O R M C N E I L , M . P . , 
Min i s te r of W o r k s (Item 5). Min i s te r of S t a t e (Items 1 - 2 ) . 

Secretariat. 
M r . W . S. M U R R I E . 
M r . S. E . V . L U K E . 
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E g y p t i a n 1. The Chancellor of the Exchequer sa id tha t , a f te r pro longed 
S t e r l i n g a n d difficult negot ia t ions , a t e m p o r a r y agreement h a d been reached 
B a l a n o e s . on the E g y p t i a n s te r l ing balances, which would Cover the pos i t ion 

u n t i l 31st December, 1947. The E g y p t i a n Delegat ion h a d claimed 
t h a t t he total of the E g y p t i a n s ter l ing balances amoun t ing to 
£ 4 0 0 mil l ion should be recognised, bu t he h a d made i t clear t h a t 
t h i s figure was not accepted by the B r i t i s h Government a n d h a d 
suggested tha t , in view of the protec t ion afforded by B r i t i s h a rms 
to E g y p t d u r i n g the war , i t was for the E g y p t i a n Government 
to p u t f o i w a r d proposals for a n equi tab le set t lement . I t h a d 
eventual ly been agreed t h a t for the presen t £360 mi l l ion of these 
book debts would be blocked. I t h a d also been agreed t h a t we 
should release £ 8 mil l ion a t once for E g y p t ' s cu r r en t needs ; while , 
on the other hand , t he E g y p t i a n Government would meet ce r t a in 
o u t s t a n d i n g s te r l ing obl iga t ions . I t w a s g rea t ly to ou r a d v a n t a g e 
t h a t E g y p t would now leave the s te r l ing area , w i t h t h e resu l t t h a t 
her currency would become subject to our exchange control regula­
l a t ions ; and t ime h a d been ga ined for the t w o Governments to 
explore fu r the r the prospec ts of r each ing agreement on a long- term 
set t lement of the ques t ion of s te r l ing balances. 

T h e C a b i n e t -
Took note, w i t h approva l , of the s ta tement made by the 
Chancellor of t he Exchequer . 

D o m i n i o n s 2. The Prime Minister sa id t h a t i t was proposed t h a t t h e 
Office. t i t les of the Secre ta ry of S ta t e for Dominion Affairs and the 
C h a n g e of Dominions Office should be changed to " the Secre tary of S ta t e for 
T i t l e . Commonweal th Re la t ions  ' ' and  ' ' t h e Commonweal th Re la t ions 

Office " respectively. T h i s proposa l h a d been w a r m l y welcomed by 
the Dominion Governments , and the new t i t les would also be more 
acceptable to the I n d i a n Governments a f te r the t r ans fe r of power. 
The changes would be announced in P a r l i a m e n t immediate ly . 

T h e C a b i n e t -
Took note, w i t h approva l , of the P r i m e M i n i s t e r s s t a t e ­
ment . 

I r o n a n d S t e e l 3. The Prime Minister informed the Cabine t tha t , i n 
I n d u s t r y B i l l , accordance w i t h the i r decision of 26th J u n e , he h a d asked the L o r d 
( P r e v i o u s P r e s i d e n t a n d the M i n i s t e r of Supp ly to u n d e r t a k e fu r the r discus-
R e f e r e n c e : sions w i t h represen ta t ives of the I r o n and Steel Fede ra t ion . 
C M . ( 4 7 ) 5 7 t h 
C o n c l u s i o n s , 
M i n u t e 5 . ) 

L a n d R e q u i r e 4. The Cabinet h a d before them a m e m o r a n d u m by the P r i m e 
m e n t s of t h e Mini s t e r ( C P . (47) 184) r e p o r t i n g the conclusions reached by the 
S e r v i c e Defence Commit tee on the proposals of t h e Service D e p a r t m e n t s 
D e p a r t m e n t s and the Min i s t r y of Supp ly w i t h r e g a r d to the use of l and for 
a n d t h e t r a i n i n g a n d other purposes , a n d covering a d r a f t W h i t e P a p e r 
M i n i s t r y o f deal ing w i t h these proposals . 
S u p p l y . 

The Minister without Portfolio, sa id t h a t t h e needs of t h e 
A r m e d Forces and the M i n i s t r y of Supp ly h a d been examined in 
the first ins tance by the Commit tee on Services L a n d Usage , whose 
conclusions h a d been broadly accepted by the Defence Commit tee . 
The possibi l i ty of r educ ing the amoun t of l and r equ i r ed in t h e 
U n i t e d K ingdom by t r a i n i n g the A r m e d Forces overseas h a d been 
examined, a n d the re h a d been a special enqu i ry i n to t he extent to 
which t r a i n i n g m i g h t be ca r r ied out in the more remote areas of 
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Scotland a n d N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . I t h a d not been possible by these 
expedients to reduce the demands of the Service D e p a r t m e n t s for 
l and in E n g l a n d and "Wales, bu t a r r angemen t s for the intensive 
a n d cont inuous use of p a r t i c u l a r a reas a n d for jo in t user by two 
or more Services h a d enabled the o r ig ina l requi rements of the Service 
D e p a r t m e n t s to be scaled down from about 1,100,000 to about 
800,000 acres. The d r a f t W h i t e P a p e r h a d been revised on the 
lines suggested by the Defence Commit tee and, a s a resul t of a 
vis i t which he a n d other M i n i s t e r s concerned h a d p a i d to the Thet­
ford and S t an fo rd t r a i n i n g a reas , where the Fores t ry Commission 
h a d impor t an t interests , sa t i s fac tory a r r a n g e m e n t s h a d been made 
to meet the essential needs of forestry. Th i s vis i t h a d convinced 
h im tha t th roughou t the count ry there should be closer contact 
between the mi l i t a ry au thor i t i es a n d local officials of the Depart­
ments concerned, and a r r angemen t s were being m a d e for th is . 

The Lord President said t h a t the a rea of 800,000 acres to be 
used for t r a i n i n g purposes represented a very heavy call on the 
available l and in the U n i t e d Kingdom. H e real ised tha t , so far 
as possible, the Services would avoid in ter ference w i t h agricul­
ture , but the effect of the i r demands on the l and avai lable to the 
pubic for recreat ion would be considerable, and he feared t h a t when 
the W h i t e P a p e r was publ ished the re would be a s torm of prqtes,'; 
which would force the Government to modif) r the proposals . Would 
i t not be possible to postpone t a k i n g some of t he l and a t least so 
long as A r m y t r a i n i n g could be ca r r i ed out in Ge rmany ? 

The Secretary of State for War sa id t h a t he was satisfied that 
the amount of land requi red by the A r m y could not be reduced to 
any appreciable extent. The A r m y schools of ins t ruc t ion must be 
located in th is country and though t r a i n i n g wi th un i t s could 
be car r ied out in Germany for the next few years , we should 
eventual ly have to rely on t r a i n i n g areas in the U n i t e d Kingdom. 
The process of acquis i t ion w a s a slow one and i t was vi ta l that 
the W a r Office should a t an ear ly da te be given sanct ion to pro­
ceed w i t h the i r proposals . A b o u t 270,000 acres of the l and required 
by the W a r Office were in ex i s t ing W a r Office estates, and the 
use for t r a i n i n g of much of the l and proposed to be t aken would 
not be incompatible w i t h g iv ing the publ ic access to th i s land or 
even w i t h i ts use for ag r i cu l tu re or forestry. The add i t iona l land 
which the Services requi red would be t aken over a per iod of years 
and each proposa l would be subject to a publ ic local enqui ry if 
objections were ra ised on g rounds of publ ic in teres t . 

I n fu r the r discussion a number of Min i s t e r s suppor ted the 
views expressed by the L o r d P r e s i d e n t a n d there was genera l agree­
ment t h a t the form in which the requi rements of the Services were 
presented in P a r t V I I I of the d r a f t W h i t e P a p e r was unsatis­
factory. Thus , the reader was given an in i t i a l impression that 
800,000 acres of land would be completely w i t h d r a w n from other 
uses for t r a i n i n g purposes, a n d would be a p t to overlook the 
fact t h a t over much of the a rea t he use of l and for t r a i n i n g would 
not be incompatible w i t h i ts use for ag r i cu l tu re or fores t ry or with 
the re tent ion of the r i g h t of publ ic access to i t . A g a i n the draft 
d id not sufficiently b r i ng out the fact t h a t l i t t le d i s turbance and 
depr iva t ion would be caused by the use of many of the individual 
sites included in the a rea of 314,700 acres r equ i red for purposes 
other t h a n t r a i n i n g . A t rue r p i c t u r e would be given by dealing 
w i t h the requi rements of each of the Services separa te ly and by 
p u t t i n g in the forefront an exp lana t ion of the l imi ted extent to 
which the use of much of the land requ i red for t r a i n i n g would 
affect i ts use. for other purposes . For example , the W h i t e Paper 
should emphasise tha t the needs of the Services would affect only 
106,000 acres of arable land, of which no more t h a n 60,000 acres 
would be lost to cu l t iva t ion; t h a t al l bu t 75,000 of the 505,000 acres 
of land classified as fit for g r a z i n g would remain available for J 
t h a t pu rpose ; and t h a t the publ ic would re t a in the r i g h t of access 
to much of the l and used for t r a i n i n g . The W h i t e P a p e r might 
also expla in how far t h e Services h a d been able to avoid taking 
common land s i tua ted in the immed ia t e neighbourhood of thickly 
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popu la t ed areas , and i t would be useful to b r i ng ou t the fact t h a t 
a good deal of the land r equ i r ed by the Services w a s in areas such 
as Sal isbury P l a i n and Shoeburyness, the use of which for m i l i t a ry 
purposes h a d long since been accepted. 

Other	 po in t s in discussion w e r e : — 

(a) The Chancellor of the Exchequer suggested t h a t p a r a ­
g r a p h 46 of the d ra f t W h i t e P a p e r , wh ich deal t w i t h cases in 
which i t w a s impossible to implement pledges of re ins ta tement , 
should be r ed ra f t ed in consul ta t ion w i t h the T reasu ry . I t was 
i m p o r t a n t to avoid the impl ica t ion , tha t persons who could not 
be r e ins ta t ed would no t receive compensat ion a p a r t from any 
special a r r angemen t s m a d e under t h i s p a r a g r a p h . I n fact m a n y 
such persons would be ent i t led to compensat ion unde r the Com­
pensa t ion (Defence) Ac t or the Acqu i s i t i on of L a n d Ac t as amended 
by the Town a n d Coun t ry P l a n n i n g Bil l . 

(b) The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries suggested t h a t i t 
would be desirable to po in t out in p a r a g r a p h 46 tha t , if the Govern­
ment were t o r e f ra in f rom the use of a p a r t i c u l a r t r a i n i n g a r ea 
because a p ledge of r e ins ta t ement h a d been given, they would be 
compelled to displace persons from some other area , which m i g h t 
well involve g rea t e r h a r d s h i p . 

(c) I t was suggested t h a t D e p a r t m e n t s were not a lways given 
adequate notice of proposals for the acquis i t ion of l and by Service 
Depa r tmen t s . For example , the B o a r d of T r a d e had learn t only 
a t a very l a t e s tage of a proposal to acqu i re l and con ta in ing valuable 
clay deposits . 

The Minister of Town and Country Planning sa id t h a t all p ro ­
posals were considered by an official committee con ta in ing repre­
sentat ives of the D e p a r t m e n t s ma in ly concerned. H e would, 
however, t ake steps to ensure t h a t in fu tu re advance notice of all 
proposals w a s sent to a l l D e p a r t m e n t s which m i g h t have any in teres t 
in l and which i t was proposed to acqui re . 

(d) I t was i m p o r t a n t t h a t the Services should avoid, so far 
as possible, r e t a in ing possession of l and and bu i ld ings w i t h o u t 
m a k i n g use of them. 

The C a b i n e t ­
(1) A p p r o v e d	 in p r inc ip le the proposals in C P  . (47) 184 for 

the use by the Service D e p a r t m e n t s a n d the M i n i s t r y of 
Supp ly of l and for t r a i n i n g and other pu rposes ; 

(2) I n v i t e d	 the L o r d P res iden t , in consul ta t ion wi th the 
Min i s t e r w i t h o u t Por t fo l io and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer , to a r r a n g e for the d r a f t W h i t e P a p e r 
annexed to C P  . (47) 184 to be revised on the lines 
suggested i n discussion, a n d agreed t h a t the revised d r a f t 
should be c i rcu la ted to the Cabinet . 

(3) I n v i t e d	 the Min i s t e r of T o w n and Count ry P l a n n i n g to 
ensure t h a t all in teres ted D e p a r t m e n t s were notified in 
good t ime of any proposals made by the Service Depa r t ­
ments for t he acquis i t ion of l a n d for t r a i n i n g purposes. 

A e r o d r o m e s 5. T h e Cabinet h a d before them a memorandum by the 
i n t h e U n i t e d Secre tary of S ta t e for Dominion Affairs ( C P . (47) 168) r epor t ing 
K i n g d o m . the conclusions reached by the Civil Av ia t i on Commit tee on a pro­

g ramme d r a w n up by the Min i s t e r of Civil Av ia t ion for the 
es tabl ishment of aerodromes in t he U n i t e d K ingdom outs ide the 
London a rea . 

The Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs sa id t h a t the Civil 
Av ia t ion Committee were satisfied t h a t the proposals of the Min i s t e r 
of Civil Av ia t ion , which were set ou t in deta i l in the A n n e x to 
C P  . (47) 168, could be accepted as a work ing p rogramme. The 
a im had been to select p re -war or w a r - t i m e aerodromes a n d to secure 
j o in t user w i t h the Service and Supp ly Depa r tmen t s , and only six 
ent i re ly new sites were required . A p a r t from these new sites, it 



was proposed to acqui re a n d convert for civil use some 59 exist ing 
aerodromes, 17 of which were a l r eady owned in whole or in pa r t 
by the Sta te , while 31 were on requis i t ioned land a n d 11 under 
p r iva t e or munic ipa l control. T h e Committee agreed t h a t pr ior i ty 
should be given to t h e development of seven aerodromes required 
for d i rect services to t h e C o n t i n e n t a n d tha t , in the development of 
other aerodromes, p r i o r i t y should be given to those required for 
i n t e rna l a i r services which were necessary because of the lack of 
other means of communicat ion or commercial ly justified by exist ing 
or prospect ive demand . The es t imated total cost of t he programme 
was £ 3 7 mill ion a n d the r a t e a t which i t could be car r ied out 
would depend on the extent to which a t any given t ime resources 
could be devoted to th i s purpose . The Committee h a d specially 
considered the quest ion of the choice of a site for the Br is to l civil 
a i rpo r t . The o r ig ina l in ten t ion h a d been t h a t this a i r p o r t should 
be s i tua ted a t F i l ton , where considerable e x p e n d i t u r e h a d been 
incur red on the const ruct ion of a r u n w a y for the Brabazon I air­
craft , bu t the Committee were satisfied tha t , for the reasons given 
in A p p e n d i x V to t h e memorandum annexed to C P  . (47) 168, an 
a l te rna t ive s i te a t L u l s g a t e Bo t tom would be preferable . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer sa id t h a t the proposa ls of the 
Min i s t e r of Civil A v i a t i o n mus t be r ega rded as a long- term plan, 
the execution of w h i c h would depend upon the available resources 
of money and of men a n d ma te r i a l s . Af t e r discussion w i t h the 
Min i s t e r of Civil Av ia t ion , he h a d agreed to h i s proposal to make 
an announcement on the l ines of^the s ta tement in A p p e n d i x I V to 
the memorandum annexed to C P  . (47) 168, subject to the omission 
of the references to Exeter , Gr imsby, Lossiemouth a n d Norwich, 
and on the u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t the Min i s t e r would consult h im about 
any proposed public references to places a n d aerodromes contained 
in A p p e n d i x I but n o t re fe r red t o in the proposed announcement. 

I n fu r the r discussion the fol lowing points were m a d e :— 
(a) I t should be clearly recognised t h a t the c a r r y i n g ou t of the 

proposed p rog ramme would be a g r a d u a l process. Thus , i t was 
es t imated t h a t the cons t ruc t iona l work involved would require 
60,000-man years, whereas for t h e pe r iod u p to M a r c h 1948 the 
bu i ld ing labour allocated to the M i n i s t r y of Civil A v i a t i o n for all 
purposes d id not exceed 8,000 men. 

(b) The Minister of Civil Aviation under took to consider the 
possibi l i ty of developing a n a i r service from the W e s t of Eng land 
to I r e l a n d w i t h a s top a t Anglesey. 

(c) I t was impor t an t t h a t every th ing possible should be done 
to impress on those responsible for the managemen t of t he aero­
dromes a n d for the r u n n i n g of a i r services t he need for securing 
economies in opera t ion a n d for m a k i n g a i r t ravel more a t t rac t ive 
by e l imina t ing delays and inconveniences. 

(d) The Secretary of State far Scotland d rew a t t en t i on to the 
impor tance of reach ing a n ear ly decision on the proposals for the 
development of the aerodrome a t P res twick . The delay in settling 
the p l an of t he aerodrome was ho ld ing up the p l a n n i n g of the area 
and the work of p rov id ing new houses. 

(e) The Minister of A griculture po in ted o u t t ha t there h a d been 
no p r io r consul tat ion w i t h the M i n i s t r y of Agr i cu l tu r e on a proposed 
road diversion which would be consequential on the use of Lulsgate 
Bot tom as the Br i s to l a i r p o r t a n d would en ta i l the loss of good 
ag r i cu l tu ra l land. 

The C a b i n e t ­
(1) Author i sed	 t he M i n i s t r y of Civil Av ia t i on to t r e a t the 

aerodromes a n d si tes l is ted in A p p e n d i x I to the 
memorandum annexed to C P  . (47) 168 a s a working 
p r o g r a m m e ; 

(2) Agreed t h a t p r i o r i t y should be given to the development of 
seven. aerodromes r equ i r ed for direct services to the 



I n d i a . 

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
C h a n g e s . 


( P r e v i o u s 

B e f e r e n c e : 
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C o n c l u s i o n s , 

M i n u t e 4 . ) 


B u r m a . 

( P r e v i o u s 

E e f e r e n c e : 


C M  . ( 4 7 ) 5 3 r d 


C o n c l u s i o n s , 

M i n u t e 4 . ) 


Cabinet
1st
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Cont inen t a n d t h a t the r a t e a t which the p r o g r a m m e 
should be ca r r i ed o u t should be de te rmined in consul ta­
t ion w i t h the T r e a s u r y and the Inves tmen t "Working 
P a r t y ; 

(3)	 A p p r o v e d the proposa l to develop Lu l sga te Bot tom as the 
m a i n civi l a i r p o r t for Br i s to l ; 

(4) Subject to the modifications	 agreed on w i t h the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer , au thor i sed the Min i s t e r of Civil 
A v i a t i o n to make a publ ic announcement of h is p lans 
i n t he t e rms of A p p e n d i x I V to t h e m e m o r a n d u m 
annexed to C P  . (47) 168. 

6. The Prime Minister in formed the Cabine t t h a t he had now 
discussed the t e rms of the d r a f t I n d i a n Independence Bill w i t h 
the Opposi t ion leaders . T h e only cr i t ic ism of subs tance which they 
h a d made re la ted to the t i t le of the Bil l , which , in the i r view, 
suggested t h a t t h e I n d i a n successor S ta tes were be ing g r a n t e d 
independence ou t s ide the B r i t i s h Commonweal th . 

I n discussion t he r e was genera l agreement t h a t the re were no 
grounds for modi fy ing the proposed t i t le of the Bil l , which would 
be acceptable both t o the ex i s t ing Dominions and to I n d i a n opinion, 
as i nd i ca t i ng a n d confirming the rea l n a t u r e of Domin ion s ta tus . 
I t was felt, however, t h a t special pa in s ough t to be t aken to expla in 
the impl ica t ions of the t i t le and , as not less t h a n a week would 
have to elapse between the publ ica t ion of the Bi l l a n d i ts Second 
R e a d i n g in the House of Commons, i t w a s suggested t h a t i t would 
be advisable for the P r i m e Min i s t e r to hold a P r e s s Conference 
immediate ly before the publ ica t ion of the Bill, a t which he could 
exp la in fully i t s purpose a n d meaning . 

The Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs sa id t h a t i t was 
desirable t h a t t h e Bil l should reach the House of L o r d s as soon 
as possible and, in any event, not l a te r t h a n the las t week in J u l y . 

The C a b i n e t ­
(1) Took	 no te t h a t the P r i m e Min i s te r would hold a P re s s 

Conference on t h e I n d i a n Independence Bi l l on the day 
of i t s pub l i ca t ion ; 

(2) Inv i t ed the L o r d P r e s i d e n t	 and the Secre ta ry of S t a t e for 
Domin ion Affairs to consider w h a t a r r a n g e m e n t s m i g h t 
be m a d e to enable the Bil l to reach t h e House of Lords 
as soon as possible. 

7 . The Prime Minister informed the Cabine t t h a t i t h a d not 
proved possible, i n the discussions w i t h t he B u r m a Goodwil l Mission, 
to secure the i r ag reement to t he proposal t h a t power should be t r ans ­
fer red in B u r m a on the basis of the g r a n t of Dominion s t a tus . 
The members of t he Miss ion would themselves have been in favour 
of B u r m a ' s r ema in ing w i t h i n the B r i t i s h Commonweal th , bu t they 
h a d m a d e i t clear t h a t they saw n o prospect t h a t e i ther the i r own 
suppor te r s or Burmese op in ion general ly could be b rought to accept 
any th ing less t h a n independence ou ts ide the Commonweal th . The 
Miss ion h a d been informed t h a t H i s Ma jes ty ' s Government could 
not agree to the g r a n t of Dominion s t a tu s to B u r m a merely as a 
device for e x p e d i t i n g the t r ans fe r of power, a n d they h a d not 
pressed th i s suggest ion. 

T h e C a b i n e t — 
Took note of the P r i m e M i n i s t e r s s ta tement . 
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