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B R I T I S H E M P I R E R E P O R T , N o . 1. 

CANADA. 

Territorial Ownership of Greenland--With reference to discussions at present 
talcing place "between the British and Danish Governments regarding the territorial 
ownership of Greenland, the Dominion Government telegraphed to the ,British 
Government on September 28th that they adhered to the conclusion of the Sub-
Committee of the Imperial War Cabinet in April 1917, viz., that the position of 
Greenland makes the question of its territorial ownership of great importance to the 
British Empire generally and to Canada in particular ; that it is extremely unde
sirable that Greenland should pass out of the hands of the present owner into those 
of any other,, even though a friendly, Power ; and that an undertaking should be 
secured from Denmark at the first favourable opportunity- that in the event of any 
possible sale of her territory in Greenland, Canada should have a prior claim to its 
acquisition. The Dominion Government consider that the support of the present 
Danish proposals for the recognition by the Great Powers of Danish sovereignty over 
the whole of Greenland should be conditional on an undertaking being given as to sale 

Industrial Conference: Capital and Labour.—The Director of Information at 
Ottawa reported on "September 26th that the Industrial Conference held at Ottawa 
was a decided success, for while agreement was not reached on collective bargaining 
and the eight-hour day, the basis was laid for a good understanding that will do much 
to improve the relations between capital and labour (vide No. 138 of " British 
Empire and Africa Report "). 

Railway Employees and One Big Union.—At the Annual Convention of the 
Canadian Brotherhood of Railway Employees, a Resolution was adopted declaring 
the One Big Union movement to be detrimental to the interests of the working people 
and particularly of the railway workers. 

Unionist Members and Coalition Government.—Unionist members of the 
Dominion House of Commons, meeting in caucus, have expressed their unqualified 
approval of the war policy of the Coalition Government, which they will continue to 
support, trusting that the Government will shortly evolve a progressive policy, 
satisfactory to the country, to meet post-war conditions. 

Increase of Exports and Imports.— Canadian exports during August exceeded 
those for the corresponding month last year by $26,000,000. In other words, they 
have increased 30 per cent. Imports increased by $1,000,000, or 2 per cent. 
Agricultural products are chiefly responsible for the large increase in exports. 

Soldiers' Civil Re-establishment.—A Committee of the House of Commons is now 
sitting to consider all matters relating to further gratuities for soldiers' civil re
establishment. 

Government Mercantile Marine.—Another Canadian Government Mercantile 
Marine vessel, the Canadian Settler, was launched at Three Rivers, Quebec, on 
Saturday, September 20th. v . 

AUSTRALIAN COMMON WEALTH. 

Amendment of Commonwealth Constitution.—On September 26th the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) gave notice in the House of Representatives that he intended 
to introduce Bills for the amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Hughes and Imperial Cabinet.—In reply to a question in the House of 
Representatives as to whether he would become the Australian delegate to the 
reorganised Imperial Cabinet at a salary of 10.000L, the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
replied in the negative. 



Pacific Islands: Bill ratifying Agreement.—The Commonwealth House of 
Representatives have passed the Bill ratifying the agreement which provides that the 
control of the ex-German islands in the Pacific to the south of the Equator shall pass 
to Australia and New Zealand, while, those to the north of. the Equator shall go to 
Japan. 

Imperial News Service.—In reply to the telegram from the British Government 
relating to arrangements for an Imperial News Service (vide " British Empire and 
Africa Report'" No. 133, under "Imperial Affairs"), the Commonwealth Govern1 

ment have telegraphed that they regret they cannot agree to provide the suggested 
contribution of 1251. per month. ' It is added that the matter appears to be one for 
consideration hy Australian newspaper proprietors. 

Steamship Service to Europe.— The Minister for the Royal Australian Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook) is urging the necessity of a quicker steamship service to Europe, 
and he states that, if necessary, there should be a subsidy for an Imperial route as 
recommended by Generals Botha and Smuts. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Chinese Labour for Samoa.— With regard to labour for Samoa (vide No. 133 of 
" British Empire and Africa Report") , the British Government have informed the 
Dominion Government that His Majesty's Minister at Peking has telegraphed that 
coolies would have to be recruited in the South as the Northern Chinese are quite 
unsuited to the climate of Samoa, but that the South is still outside the control of the 
Peking Government. The only means he can suggest is to come to an agreement with 
the local authorities at Canton, and it is thought that the Dominion Government should 
approach the Consul with an explanation of the terms offered. The British 
Government point out that a new recruiting organisation will be necessary, as the 
coolies at present in Samoa were recruited by a German firm in China under an 
agreement between the German. Consul at Canton and the authorities of the 
Province, 

In reply, the Dominion Government telegraphed on September 29th that the 
Administrator of Samoa has been instructed to inform the Chinese Consul there of 
the terms to be offered for coolie labour. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Prime Minister on South African Potentialities : Flag for the Union: and Repub
licanism.—The Prime Minister (General Smuts), in starting his tour of the north
western district of the Cape Province, met with an enthusiastic reception at his inaugural 
meeting at Victoria West. After exhorting South Africa to make a new start and the 
white races to come together, the Premier gave a description of South Africans 
immense potentialities as undoubtedly the greatest mining country in the world. 
" There is one continuous coalfield here and in Rhodesia," he said, "which will not 
be exhausted in a thousand years and in the long run will be far more valuable than 
gold or diamonds." 

The proceedings of the meeting terminated with the large crowd singing the 
National Anthem. 

Speaking later, General Smuts urged the Union to follow the example of 
the United States by putting its house in order and thereby prepare for the influx 
of population and its great future. A number of matters, he said, still required 
settlement uocler the League of Nations, including the position of the Dominions, 
which would be determined at the forthcoming Conference. 

In reply to a question, General Smuts said that he felt convinced that the time 
would come when the Union would have its own flag. 

Speaking at Carnarvon on September 25th, General Smuts made a strong appeal 
for the abandonment of the Republican movement. Be pointed out that he had 
fought to the bitter end for-a Transvaal Republic, but at Vereeniging he and the 
other Boer leaders recognised that the course of a Republic was not Gpd's course for 
South Africa and must result in tearing asunder the various sections of the white 
population. He was deeply convinced that a Republic in future, however glorious it 
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might appear to be, would be as fatal as ia the past, when no single nation put out a 
hand to help the Boer Republics. His view of the British Empire was an alliance, of 
which the King was the bond. " U n d e r this alliance," he said, " w e keep together 
to protect and help each other financially, with advice, and otherwise, each according 
to his own light. That is the right conception which triumphed in the Councils at 
Paris. You do not need to have a Republic to be free. You are free in the British 
Empire ." It had been said that if South Africans were a free people they were 
allowed to secede, but he maintained that the Constitution, which had been framed by 
their wisest leaders, did not allow them to sece.de. Moreover, he felt that they could 
not change the Constitution without blood and tears. They could only change a 
King for a Republic by revolution. South Africa would then be a ruined 
country and the Afrikander people would again come off worst. " Do not," he 
said, " l e t us run after delusions." It seemed to him, General Sinuts concluded, that 
the Nationalist leaders were still animated by a spirit which he deplored, but that 
would not deter him from doing his utmost to revive the spirit which brought about 
the Union. 

Imperial Neios Service-In reply to the telegram from the British Government 
relating to arrangements for an Imperial News Service (vide " British Empire and 
Africa Report," No. 133, under " Imper ia l Affairs"), the Union Ministers have 
telegraphed that they are prepared to avail themselves of the special news service for 
one year commencing October 1st, 1919. 

International Labour Conference: Union Representatives. — Mr. William 
Gemmill, Joint Secretary and Actuary to the Transvaal Chamber of Mines, and 
Mr. Crawford, Secretary to the South African Industrial Federation, who are the 
nominees of the employers and workers respectively, arranged to sail on September 
29th en.route to America to represent the Union of South Africa at the forthcoming 
International Labour Conference at Washington. 

Basuto Chiefs coming to England.—A deputation, comprising the paramount and 
other Basuto Chiefs, is proceeding on a brief visit -to England for the purpose of 
renewing its professions of loyalty to the Crown. The Resident Commissioner, 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. C. Garraway, will meet the deputation in England. 

INDIA. 

Martial "Law Indemnity "Bill.—In the debate in the Indian Legislative Council on 
September 24th on the introduction of the Martial Law Indemnity Bill, to protect 
officials from any possible coasequences of their action during the recent troubles in 
the Punjab, Indian members proposed 36 amendments, which were practically all 
rejected. 

Aerial Mail.—The Government of India are advocating the formation of a big 
company, independent of any aircraft construction company, with a monopoly for the 
carriage of mails for 10 years on the same lines as the P. and 0 . 

The Board to advise the Commerce Department has sanctioned the proposal to 
establish aerodromes at Calcutta, Bombay, Karachi, Nagpur, Madras, Rangoon, 
Singapore, and Delhi. 

Bank Amalgamation.—Mr. H. F. Howard, Finance Member, announced in the 
Legislative Council on September 23rd that the scheme for the amalgamation of the 
three Presidency Banks submitted to the Government had been forwarded to the 
Secretary of State. 

If the scheme went through, the institution would be styled the Imperial Bank of 
India, and the banks concerned had undertaken to open 100 new branches within 
five years. 

Economic Conditions.—The Viceroy reported to the India Office on September 2Gth 
that the condition of crops was generally satisfactory and timely rain had much improved 
the prospects of Deccan Hyderabad. Poor houses in Deoghar sub-division of Santhal 
Parganas in Bihar and Orissa, and relief operations in the ,United Provinces of Agra 
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and Oadh, except Etawah, and in the Broach and West Khandesh districts of Bombay 
Presidency, had been closed. 

The numbers relieved were as follows :—-Bengal: works, 15,925; gratuitous, 
12,012. Bihar and Orissa: works, 8,238; gratuitous, 56,153. Feudatory States of 
Orissa : works, 6,858 ; gratuitous, 32,436. United. Provinces: works, 2 3 ; gratuitous, 
1,919. Central India : works, 3,400 ; gratuitous, 8,100. Central Provinces: works, 
17,852 ; gratuitous, 13,403. Bombay : works, 7,913 ; gratuitous, 34,242. Hyderabad: 
works, 30,000 ; gratuitous, 86,000. Madras : works, 54,875; gratuitous, 92,991. 

OTHER COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

General Situation in Egypt.—The chief subjects of discussion in Egypt at present 
are the anticipated arrival of Lord M.ilner's Mission and the situation arising out of 
the labour unrest. With regard to the former the extremists are undertaking a 
campaign to induce people to boycott the Mission and are expected to attempt to 
engineer hostile demonstrations to impress the Mission and create an atmosphere of 
alarm and insecurity which would prejudice their work. 

A number of tramway employees are still on strike and efforts are being made to 
extend the Syndicalist movement, which has been prominent for some time past. The 
leading spirits in this agitation are foreigners. Two were recently deported, one of 
them being a demobilised Italian soldier who had been a prisoner of war in Hungary 
and had there become imbued with Bolshevist ideas through having met Bela Kun. 
The extremists are naturally doing all they can to -foment disorder and to utilise the 
economic causes of unrest for political ends. 

The Egyptian Government have under consideration a law for regulating the 
position of Labour Organisations in the country which is at present undefined. 
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CANADA. 

Representation of Canada at Washington.—On 3rd October the Duke of Devon
shire, Governor-General of Canada, telegraphed as follows to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies :— 

" My advisers have arrived at the conclusion that the distinctive representation 
of Canada at Washington should be delayed no longer, and they refer to the 
correspondence which has taken place since 13th October 1917. If my advisers are 
correctly informed, the consideration of questions between the United States and 
Canada and the necessary action thereon constituted two-thirds or three-quarters of 
the work at the Embassy prior to the war. After the conclusion of Peace the same 
condition will probably arise ; in most cases these questions concern purely Canadian 
interests and often they were approached without the exact, information, which 
should have been available, l i r e selection of the personnel of the Embassy's staff 
has always been without consultation with the Government of Canada, and apparently 
with no special regard to (? their) acquaintance with Canadian interests or conditions. 
A strong feeling has thus arisen in this country that effective steps should be taken 
to safeguard more thoroughly Canadian interests in Washington. The two countries 
adjoin upon a boundary line nearly 4,000 miles in length, and commercial and. social 
intercourse are increasing constantly. My advisers refer as an illustration to trade 
conditions during the five years' periods from 1900 to 1919 inclusive. During the first 
period the total trade between the United Kingdom and Canada, was $836,000,000, 
between the United. States and Canada $932,000,000, and between all the South 
American countries and the United States $765,000,000. Corresponding figures in the 
second period were $1,967,000,000, $1,262,000,000, and $1,114,000,000. " Figures in 
the third period were $432,000,000, $2,318,000,000, and $1,639,000,000. The figures 
in the fourth period were $3,273,000,000, $4,483,000,000, and $3,585,000,000. The 
total trade between the United States and Canada exceeds, it will be observed, that 
of the United States and all the South American countries, and also by a considerable 
margin it exceeds the total trade between the United Kingdom and Canada. Having 
regard to these facts, my advisers have no doul.it as to the necessity for distinctive 
representation. They are desirous of accomplishing it upon lines which will maintain 
and. even emphasize the solidarity of the Empire, but which give to this country the 
distinctive representation which constitutional development in recent years both (?) 
sanctions and demands. They therefore propose that such representation should be 
established upon the. following lines, which express conclusions to be embodied in an 
Order in Council :— 

" "I. The Dominion of Canada shall be represented by a diplomatic agent in the 
United States, duly accredited to the President of the United States, to 
reside at Washington in the character of an Envoy Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary for Canada. 

; ' 2. The Canadian Minister shall be appointed by and be directly responsible to 
the Canadian Government. He shall receive his instructions from and 
shall report to the.Secretary of State for External Affairs. 

" 3. Subject to an agreement to be made with the United States Government, the 
Canadian diplomatic establishment at Washington under the direction of 
the Canadian Minister shad constitute a part of the establishment of His 
Majesty's Embassy. 

" 4  . In matters between the United States and. His Majesty in respect of the 
Dominion of Canada, the Canadian Minister shall conduct negotiations 
and be the channel of communication at Washington. 

" 5. In all matters between His Majesty's Embassy and -the Canadian Govern
uient, the Canadian Minister shall hereafter be the channel of com
munication. 

" 6. With the object of promoting the most complete co-operation and unity of 
purpose, effective arrangements to be agreed upon between the Canadian 
Minister and His Majesty's Ambassador shall be made for the continuous 
consultation in all (? important) matters of common concern and for such 
necessary concerted action (group undecypherable) consultation as they 
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may determine. They shall refer to their respective Governments for the 
settlement of any matter which they may he unable to adjust by con
sultation between themselves. 

" 7. In particular, such forms and mode of procedure shall he agreed upon as 
will prevent embarrassment or confusion on the part of the United^States 
Government in respect of the channel of (?) subsequent communications. 

" 8. Farther negotiations at Washington in regard to matters now pending 
between the United States and Canada shall be conducted by and through 
the Canadian Minister, 

" The matter is somewhat urgent as the Canadian War Mission at Washington 
has been practically closed. My advisers hope that they may be favoured with the 
views of His Majesty's Government with as little delay as possible." 

War Pensions.—Evidence given before the Canadian House of Commons 
Committee on Soldiers' Civil Ue-establishment has shown that Canada is now paying
war pensions to 90,000 persons, the amounts paid amounting to $28,000,000 
annually; that the war gratuities will probably reach between -$120,000,000 and 
$125,000,000; and that tire Soldiers' Land Settlement Scheme will place 50,000 
ex-soldiers on farms with advances which will amount to $ 150,000,000. 

Shipbuilding.-During the first seven months of the present year 45 vessels were 
built in British Columbia shipbuilding yards, that is almost as many as were turned 
out dur ing the whole of 1918. The ships which have been built are valued at 
124,000,000. 

Minister of Finance and Parliament.—The Canadian Minister of Finance, Sir 
Henry Dray ton, will be elected without opposition to the Plonse of Commons for 
Kingston owing to the withdrawal of the Liberal and Labour candidates. 

Grand Trunk Pacific-It is expected that the Parliamentary Session will continue 
in order that legislation may be passed to deal with the Grand Trunk Railway 
negotiations. The resolution introduced by the Minister of Railways in the House 
of Commons provides for the acquisition of the whole of the Company's capital 
stock, with the exception of the present 4 per cent, guaranteed stock amounting to 
$12,500,000. 

Prohibition.—A Bill introduced into the House of Commons by the Minister of 
Justice last week to amend the Temperance Act provides that where the majority of 
electors in any province declare themselves in favour of the prohibition of the 
importation or manufacture of alcoholic liquors in the -province, such importation or 
manufacture will be prohibited by proclamation. 

Land Settlement.—It is announced that the Soldiers' Settlement Board will send 
a Qualification Committee to Great Britain in January for the purpose of selecting 
veterans of the Imperial forces for settlement in Canada. It will hold sittings in 
various parts of England and Scotland, and the men accepted will be given 
certificates entitling them to proceed to Canada to receive agricultural training and 
to participate in the benefits of the scheme. 

Unionists and Sir Robert Borden..—At a caucus meeting of the followers of the 
Government it was decided to continue the Unionist Government for the remainder 
of the parliamentary term, and unanimous support of Sir Robert Borden was agreed 
upon during the period of reconstruction. 

Sir Edward Kemp.—Mi-. Lloyd George sent the following wireless message to 
Sir Edward Kemp, the Minister of the Canadian Overseas Military Forces, as he was 
returning to Canada on the S.S. Ma.ureta.nia :— 

" Many thanks for your letter of 18th September. Your remarks as to the cordial 
relations which have existed between yourself and. the members of the Canadian 
Headquarters Staff in London and the different branches of the Imperial Government 
are very gratifying. I wish to thank both you yourself and the Canadian Head
quarters Stalf in London for the unvarying courtesy and" consideration which has done 
so much to promo tie these happy relations. I warmly reciprocate your hopes that the 
bonds which bind Canada to the Mother Country may always prove as strong in the 
future as during the last five years. In thanking you for your kind personal 
sentiments to me let me wish you a safe and pleasant voyage." 
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AUSTRALIA. 

Alteration of the Constitution.—On 7th October the Governor-General off the 
Commonwealth of Australia telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies as 
follows :— 

" The House of Representatives has passed without amendment the Constitution 
Alteration (Legislative Rowers) Bill introduced on 1st October, and the Constitution 
Alteration (Nationalisation of Monopolies) Bill introduced on 2nd October ; bothshad 
been made urgent and a time limit for discussion fixed. The first covers the provision 
of trade and commerce, corporation, industrial matters, and Trust Bill of 19.1.5
(referenda in respect of ivhich was not taken) with the variation that the section 
relating to trade and commerce specifically excludes the railways of. States. The
proposal made in 1915 that the Commonwealth shpiild be enabled to deal with 
disputes on State railways'was omitted. The Monopolies Bill differs from the 1915 
Bill in the following respects :—(1) Provision is made for the acquisition of the "assets 
and goodwill o  f instead'of "property used'in connection with industry or business '.; 
(2) any declaration by each Hoiise of Parliament that any industry or business is a 
subject of monopoly is to be preceded by a reference made by each House in the same 
session, by a resolution passed by an absolute majority, to the High Court for ail 
enquiry and report by Justice on the question whether the industry or business
is the subject of a monopoly. Each- Bill limits the effect of the alteration provided 
for in it to (a) the expiration of three years from assent; or (b) till a convention 
constituted by the Commonwealth makes a recommendation for the alteration of' the 
constitution and the people endorse whichever first happens, with the proviso that if 
no convention be constituted before 31st December 1920 the alterations then cease to 
have effect," 

Federal Labour Party.—The Premier of Queensland, Mr. Ryan, has been 
appointed the director of the Federal Labour campaign. The Labour Party intend 
to oppose the referendum proposed by Mr. Hughes to deal with profiteering. 

Approval of Treaties.—Two telegrams from Sir Ronald Munro-Ferguson, 
Governor-General, were received by the Secretary of State for the Colonies' on 
3rd October, the first informing him that the treaty of the peace with Germany "and 
the other that the Angle-French Treaty had been approved,by both Houses o:' the 

;Commonwealth Parliament.  '

Commonwealth Elections.—The Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, has announced that 
the Federal, elections will probably be held on .13th December. 

N E W ZEALAND. 
I 

Chinese Labour for Samoa [" British Empire Report " No. 1, page 3].—On 26th 
September Lord Milner telegraphed to the Governor-General of New Zealand as 
follows :— ,

" His Majesty's Minister at Peking has telegraphed that the coolies would have 
to be recruited in the South as the Northern Chinese are quite unseated to the climate of 
Samoa, but that the South is still outside the control of the Peking Government. The 
only means he can suggest is to come to an. agreement with the local authorities' of 
Canton. He has sounded these on the subject and they state that until, they receive 
report on Chinese labour in Samoa from their Consul there, with whom they are 
trying to communicate by telegraph, they cannot give a definite reply. He suggests 
that your Government should also approach the Consul with an explanation of the 
terms offered." ! 

' . / 

Governments Election Programme I" British Empire and Africa Report," 
No. exxxiv, p. 4].—The Prime Minister has announced the Gi-ovei\mnent's election pro
gramme, and the published statement indicates that Mr. Massey opposes the reversion 
to political control of the public services-, expresses an open mind, in regard to the 
nationalization of coal mines, and deprecates an attempt to return to the "o ld 
demoralizing party system." 



Legislative Council.—A declaration having been made by the Dominion Legislative 
Council that the introduction of any measure affecting the constitution of the Council 
before presentation to the Council was a breach of the Oouncil's privileges, it 
proceeded to pass the Woinen's Parliamentary Rights'Bill, eliminating those portions 
relating to the Council. 

Samoa and a Mandate.—Oil 30th September Lord Mihier received the following 
telegram from Lord Liverpool, Governor-General of New Zea land :—"A Bill will 
bo immediately introduced into the New Zealand Parliament for the acceptance of 
any mandate which may be conferred for the Government of the Samoau Islands. 
The Government of New Zealand desires the Order in Council under the Foreign 
Jurisdiction Act to provide,that full jurisdiction over the Samoan Islands may be 
exercised by the Governor-General in Council till the New Zealand Parliament makes 
other provision for that purpose." 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Political Parties-Reuter's.agent telegraphed from Cape Town on 3rd October 
as follows :-

" General Smuts, having completed his tour of the Western districts of the Cape 
Province, attended the Cape Provincial Congress of the South African Party held at 
Paarl, where interest centred on the question of reunion with the Nationalists, the 
latter holding a similar congress a few hundred yards away with a view to a 
rapprochement. General Smuts reiterated the three points on which a reunion was' 
possible, as enunciated in his speech on 17th September, at the special session of 
Parliament, and demanded a clear statement as to whether the Nationalists intended 
to abide by the British connexion or not. Mr. Malan, while endorsing the statements 
of General Smuts, advocated the appointment of delegates to meet delegates from the 
Nationalist Congress, on the ground that no harm could come from a hearing of the 
latter's views. The delegates were subsequently appointed. The Nationalist Con
gress adopted, as far as the Cape Province is concerned, an amended programme of 
principles embodying a lengthy clause dealing with the British connexion. This 
clause lays down that the existing relationship between the Union of South Africa 
and the United Kingdom, is recognized, but the ultimate destiny and aim of: the 
people of the Union lnust be full freedom and sovereign independence. The Party 
therefore declares itself opposed to any policy of closing the door against attaining 
this aim." 

Telegraphing again on the following day he said that the negotiations at Paarl 
between the delegates of the South African Party and the Nationalists, with a view to 
a rapprochement had not succeeded in removing the radical difference in regard to 
the Nationalist ideal of complete independence. Nevertheless, a Nationalist delegate 
when addressing the Nationalist Congress at Paarl had expressed the opinion that the 
door to reunion would not be closed. 

. The Transvaal and the Free .State.—Heuter's agent telegraphing from Pretoria 
on 3rd October reported that the Nationalist deputation had published a lengthy 
rejoinder to Mr. Lloyd George's reply to them in his interview with General Ilertzog 
in Paris on 5th June, particularly with reference to the deputation^ claim for the 
restitution of independence to the Transvaal and the Free State. Against Mr, Lloyd 
George's argument that the deputation represented only a party, and not even the 
whole of the Dutch-speaking people of those provinces, it is contended that all that 
could be expected from the deputation was to show that the majority of those who 
had been despoiled desired the restoration of their independence. Such a majority, 
the deputation felt, they represented, and, if doubt was felt regarding it, they asked 
that appropriate steps should be taken to ascertain the wishes of those concerned. J t 
was further argued that the Transvaal and the Free State by entering the Union had 
not renounced their claim to restitution and independence, but had no option between 
independence and the Union. 

Lord Euxton'8 Tour in the Sbuth-West Protectorate.—Sec Appendix, page 8, 
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- - INDIA. -

Relief Statistics.—On 3rd October the Viceroy reported as follows :— 
- Gratuitous relief in ICtawa District of the United Provic.es and in all except two

districts-of-the Central Provinces, and relief operations in the East Khandesh-District 
of the Bombay Presidency, have been, closed. The situation is improving in Hyderabad! 
Numbers relieved : - B e n g a l (incomplete figures) : gratuitous, 7,203. Bihar and 
Orissa: works, 7,277; gratuitous, 37,471. Feudatory States of Orissa: works,; 
7,014; gratuitous, 27,308. United Provinces: gratuitous, 1,919. Central India : 
works, 3,300; gratuitous, 8,100. Central Provinces: works, 21,083; gratuitous, 
11,751. Bombay: works, 5,000'; gratuitous, 33,390. Hyderabad: works, 29,000; 
gratuitous, -33,000. Madras (incomplete figures): works, 54,262; gratuitous, 
91,265. 

Telegraphing again on 10th October, he reported as-follows :— 
Relief operations in the United Provinces and in the Amraoti District of the 

Central Provinces and gratuitous relief in the Jubblepore, Damoh, and Mandia 
Districts of the latter Province have been closed. In Hyderabad prospects are now 
hopeful, and the number of persons, on relief works is decreasing. Numbers 
r e l i e v e d B e n g a l (incomplete figures): gratuitous, 6,155. Bihar and Orissa : 
works, 3,796; gratuitous, 52,695. Feudatory States of Orissa: works, 6,806; 
gratuitous, . . .  . Central India : works, 3,300; gratuitous, 8,000. Central 
Provinces: works, 19,343; gratuitous, 5,444. Bombay: works, 3,550; gratuitous, 
20,658. Hyderabad: -works, 19,000; gratuitous, 32,000. Madras: works, 59,088; 
gratuitous (incomplete figures), 70,625. 

The Crops.—On 3rd October the Viceroy reported that a cyclone had passed over 
the district of the Dacca Division and Khulna in Bengal on 24th September, and. had 
caused great damage to the crops and livestock. Elsewhere the crops generally were 
doing well. 

OTHER COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &o. 

EGYPT. 

Italy and the British Protectorate.—Telegraphing from Rome on 6th. October 
[No. 635] Sir Renuell Rodd reported as follows :— 

" I have spoken, recently to the- President of the Council and to-day to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on my own initiative, pretexting the proximate departure of 
the Commission, about the delay in recognition by Italy of the British protectorate in 
Egypt. 

" The Minister for Foreign Affairs told me that- it was his intention to announce 
Italian recognition very shortly, taking the first opportunity to do so (group omitted) 
exchange of letters embodying arrangements he had concluded, with Lord Milne-r on. 
African questions. He would have one or two desiderata to express on behalf of 
Italian subjects. 

" 1 reminded him that when-the analogous question arose of our recognizing the 
annexation of Tripoli, we had considered the question of stipulating certain conditions 
for British subjects, but had renounced any such intention and accorded unconditional 
recognition, and it was understood that when the time came for modifying the 
capitulations in Egypt the Italian Government would act similarly. 

" The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he had never contemplated making 
conditions. The most he would do would be to express a pious hope." 

Trade Unions.—Telegraphing from Cairo on 6th October [No. 1446], Sir Milne 
Oheetliam reported that the idea that higher wages could be obtained by forming 
unions was being propagated amongst all classes of labour by political agitators. 
The unions were practically all managed-by lawyers whose object was to be in a 
position to use the men when the extremists wanted to put pressure on the Govem
ment. It was an open question, whether many of these organizations would hold 
together without the stimulus of the extremists together with that of foreign agencies 
and money. 

http://Provic.es


ADEN. 

- : Colonel JacoVs Mission.—On 27 th September - the. Resident at: Aden reported 
[telegram, ^unnumbered] on the authority of letters received from. Colonel Jacob's 
Mission, that the ex-Vali had arrived at Bajil on 19th September. Saved Abdul. Quadir 
of-Marawa had given the guarantee On the strength of which he had been permitted 
to, visit Bajil. 

Colonel Jacob had received a letter from the Zaraniq (over the seal of Shaykh 
Marnf Mawaslia), accusing him of deceit and prevarication, and asserting that our 
object in sitting at Hodeidah was to interfere in matters which did not concern us and 
to seize the country. They demanded the removal of the present Political Officer at 
Hodeidah and the evacuation of that place, together with the opening up of land 
(? routes) to trade. The Quhra also demanded the evacuation of Hodeidah, and the 
establishment of free trade bj-land and sea. 

r The Resident added that he had again proclaimed in Aden, that there were no 
restrictions on the sailing of dhows. 

Telegraphing again on 3rd October [no number] he reported the receipt ,of a 
communication from Colonel Jacob to the following effect:—Mahmud Nedim, the 
ex-Vali", had, with their consent, taken over the negotiations from the Quhra. He was 
the Imam's representative, but feared his master's ambitious aims, the subjugation by 
force of all Yemen. He was averse to taking over Hodeiclah himself as he was shorn ' 
of military backing, and he deprecated that place being occupied by Idrisi. 

The Quhra programme, Colonel Jacob said, was that the British should qvacuate 
Hodeidah and a Turkish garrison take possession. This was clue to their fear of the 
Imam. 

Telegraphing again on 6th October [unnumbered] the Resident transmitted a 
message, dated 4th October, received from Colonel Jacob in the course of which the 
latter intimated that he was still opposed to the return of Turkish troops. 

Telegraphing again on 13th October [unnumbered], the Resident transmitted a 
message, dated 5th October, from Colonel Jacob, in the course of which the latter 
said that they Avere prevented from returning to Hodeidah pending receipt of orders 
as to the temporary garrisoning of that place by the Turks. Should the Governments 
reply be in the negative and the Imam become [? aggressive] he wanted, he said, to 
be in a position to assure the Shafeis that his Government would support them against 
an unprovoked Zeidi invasion. Failing this promise, the return to Hodeidah could 
only be effected, by a show of force, as the Quhras feared that the Imam would attack 
directly the Mission had retired to Hodeidah. An attack by the Imam on the Quhras. 
after the liberation of the Mission had not been vetoed by the Government, but he, 
Colonel Jacob, deprecated acquiescence in such an attack. 
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LORD BUXTGWS TOUR OF THE SOUTH-WEST AFRICA 
PROTECTORATE. 

(1) SPEECH AT WINDHUK. 

At the capitaloE the new territory on 2nd October Lord Buxton, Governor-General' 
of the Union, delivered an important and what will probably be an historical p ro
noun cement on the status and administration, of the South-West Protectorate which 
was formerly German South-West Africa and which Las now been wedded to the 
Union under marriage lines from the League of Nations. In Bis ExceUency'8 words 
" South-West Africa will, I can safely assume, for better or worse, for richer for 
poorer, for ever and aye, form an integral portion of the Union." Windhuk gave
"their Excellencies a most cordial reception and a great throng of townspeople cheered 
them heartily on their arrival. Two hundred British school children sang the National 
Anthem and bugles sounded the Royal Salute. The spectacle was enhanced by a: 
fine turn out of the officers and men of the garrison, while the vivid colours and 
quaintly fashioned dresses of the native women on the line of route caught the eye.; 
There was a dignified and most impressive scene in the Ratsaal where the Governor-
General delivered a speech in the presence of many ladies and representatives
of the British garrison and community and quite a large number of the German 
community. 

Bis Excellency said they would all realize the somewhat delicate position in 
which he was placed in making his first speech as Governor-General of the Union
after the decision of the Union Parliament to accept the mandate for South-West 
Africa which meant practically the transference of this country to the Union as an 
integral portion of its territory. He was very glad his first speech at Windliuk came
when the ratification of the Peace Treaty which would finally end the great and 
terrible, war was about to take place. His Excellency, after some observations on t h e 
new outlook and a reference to his visit to the sand belt in the South during the 
campaign, said, he was glad indeed-.that his second visit was an errand of peace 
instead of a mission of war. 

Lord Buxton then outlined the position, of the territory, and, paying a tribute to
the administrative work carried on by the officials of the Union since the surrender 
of the German forces, emphasized that the territory had been fortunate in having men 
like Sir Howard Gorges, Colonel de Jager, Major Herbst and others who had done 
their best to administer the country with due consideration.for the feelings of the-
German population. (Applause.) Referring to the future, the Governor-General said 
the German settlers would wish him to speak frankly and definitely. He laid down 
three main premises : " Firstly, in no circumstances would the country be handed 
back to Germany ; secondly, the territory would in future form an integral portion 
of the Union ; and thirdly, whatever might be the final constitution of the-League of 
Nations, however international it might be, and whether Germany were represented on 
it or not, neither of the above premises would be open to reconsideration. They had 
been irrevocably settled by the Peace Treaty." 

On the first point the Peace Conference unanimously and without hesitation had 
decided definitely and decisively that in no circumstances would any German 
-Colonies be returned to Germany. Further, Germany had. solemnly renounced ail 
her rights and titles over her overseas possessions and had placed her signature to 
this renunciation. 

Lord Buxton then clearly and forcibly explained the character of the mandate,: 
emphasizing especially the protection it guaranteed to the natives, and continued with 
a firm and "definite declaration that the territory was to-day part and parcel of the 
Union, and the acceptance by the Union of the mandate was clear and unequivocal. 
Even suppose, the Governor said, that the Union Government changed its mind and 
decided that the South-West Territory should be severed from the Union, it could 
not, even-if it should so desire, hand back the territory to Germany, but.would have 
to hand it back to the League of Nations, and the League would then either have co
find another Allied State willing to act as mandatory or itself administer the territory. 
He thought, however,, that for reasons of contiguity as well as for economic and. 



commercial reasons, the Union would be preferred as a mandatory to any of the 
. Allies. 

Dealing with the subject of future citizenship, His Excellency asked to what 
extent the non-British elements were entitled to become British subjects and to what 
extent and when they would be entitled to franchise rights and representation in the 
Union Parliament. He affirmed that the time had been too short to enable the 
League of Nations or those interested to arrive at a final conclusion, and the question 
must be decided at leisure. But that could not in the slightest degree affect the 
position of the territory as regarded the Onion. " Therefore," continued Lord. 
Buxton, " South-West Africa for better for worse, for richer for poorer, for ever and 

1 aye will form an integral portion of the Union. The Union is bound up with the 
' future of the territory, and the future of the territory is bound up with that o f the 
; Union." ' 

The Governor-General next turned to the relations between the territory and. the 
, Union, and pointed out that it was for those who were formerly citizens of the 
'German Empire to decide their course of action. If, after consideration, they desired 
to identify themselves with the Uniou the door was open wide to them, and. pre
sumably they might look, in time, to obtain full citizenship and a share of that 
self-government which was the pride of the white population of the British Empire, 
l ie went on to say that it was useless to disguise the fact that the war had produced 
the bitterest feelings. " I do not wish," Lord Buxton said, " t o embitter them further 
by dwelling on the reasons which have caused such intensity of feeling amongst the 
Allies. The Germans here naturally have their own feelings and we have ours. 
Neither side can yet awhile forget and forgive al l ; but time is a great healer, and it 

' will be felt by all. sections of the Union that you, as German settlers, and they, as 
, citizens of the Union, have got to live together, and with give-and-take there will be 
'a gradual softening of the past on both sides. The administration during the past 
three or four years has been under martial law, and it will be admitted that it was 
carried out with tact, patience and forbearance. I am confident," he continued, 
"'. that 1 am expressing the desires of the citizens of the Union when I say that they 
are as anxious as the German community here that the period of martial law should 

"come to an end. as soon as possible, and its place be taken by the ordinary civil 
administration of the Union. How soon this maybe feasible I cannot say. Moreover, 

-certain questions, economic and financial, depend partly for their decision here and 
elsewhere upon the final settlement between the Allies and Germany, but when the 
change from martial law to ordinary civil administration does take p l a c e - a n d I hope 

' i t may be soon—the main disabilities and. restraints which have been dwelt on by the 
deputations I have seen, but which are inseparable from the conditions prevailing 

"(luring the last four years, will disappear. In substance the future administration 
will be very similar to that of the last few years." . . 

Speaking on the subject of Europeans and natives, Lord Buxton said he desired 
to emphasize one point, namely, that the administration would be based on the principle 
that Europeans, natives and coloured races, were equally entitled to receive and would 
receive even-handed justice. The administration would not tolerate any harsh treatment 
of natives, and would make no distinction between black and white where an offence 

"was committed. The courts alone would mete out punishment. In person the natives, 
and especially women, would be protected from violence or assault. No chaining or 

1 putting in. irons would be allowed. No flogging would be authorised except by a 
magistrate or superior judicial court. No conviction would take place without proper 
evidence being tendered. In gaols chaining had already ceased. 

On the other hand, the natives must understand that it was incumbent upou them 
to carry out their services in a proper manner to the best of their ability, to be obedient 
and respectful and not to bring trivial complaints against their employers. If there 
were any among the natives who considered their liberty under restraint or their 
dignity curtailed, then for their own sake and for that of the territory let them seek 
another clime where they might hope to exercise unchecked their own sweet will. 
His Excellency declared he was confident that the Union was not taking over South-
West Africa light-heartedly, and realized to the full its responsibilities and obligations. 
The future of the German population was largely in their own hands, and they must 
decide whether they would honestly,.freely,, and sincerely.throw in. their lot with the 
citizens of the Union, and be ready to.. work and. live side . by - side with them on 
amicable and friendly terms for the common good of the territory, or whether they 
meant to remain outside as a foreign element. "  I have spoken frankly and in all 
iriendliness," he said, "and I trust that in any case all will appreciate and reciprocate 



the spirit in which I have spoken. I feel sure that South-West Africa, if well 
administered and if the administration be accepted in a friendly spirit, will form a 
prosperous and law-abiding portion of the great self-governing Dominion of South 
Africa." (Loud and prolonged applause.) 

(2) ENTHUSIASTIC! WELCOME AT KEETMANSHOOP. 

The people of Keetmanshoop gave Lord and Lady Buxtou an enthusiastic 
welcome on their arrival on 1st October. 

Their Excellencies were received by the townspeople in the public park which 
was gaily decorated with flags in honour of the occasion. The British community, in 
which the Dutch element was preponderant, presented most cordial addresses of 
welcome. Some German settlers also attended the proceedings, the most memorable 
feature of which, however, was a gathering of Hottentots and Herreros, who had been 
unable to hold, friendly meetings during the German regime. 

The natives greeted Lord Buxton with great shouts of welcome and played a 
quaint native version of the National Anthem. The Hottentot Chiefs, Goliath and 
Hendrik, asked His Excellency to tell the King that they wished to live under British 
rule. Their people, they declared, had suffered under the Germans, but they were 
now being well treated. A giant Herrero spokesman said that the Herreros had had 
no abode owing to the Germans, but they now looked forward to a bright future. 

His Excellency in reply said that he was very glad that the natives desired to 
come under the protection of the King, and that as Governor-General of the Union of 
South Africa he could count on their loyalty. 

Replying to a question of the Chief, Hendrik, Lord Buxton said he was confident 
that they would enjoy their tribal rites and customs under the future Government of 
the country. The gathering then cordially cheered Lord Buxton. 
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CANADA. 

Ontario Provincial Elections-Oa. 23rd October the High Commissioner was 
informed by the Director of Information at Ottawa that the Ontario Provincial 
Elections had resulted in the defeat of the Government of Sir William Hearst ; the 
Premier and four other Ministers having failed to obtain re-election. The strength of 
the parties now elected is as follows :—Conservatives 27, Liberals 28, United Farmers 
43, Independents 2.. The Prohibition Referendum for the retention of the" existing 
restrictions on the sale of intoxicating liquor was carried by a large majority, the 
rural constituencies being overwhelmingly in its favour. 

The Dominion House of Commons.—The High Commissioner was also informed on 
23rd October that the Hon. Sir Henry Drayton, the new Dominion Minister of Finance, 
and the Hon. Mackenzie King, Leader of the Opposition, had been elected to the 
House of Commons without opposition. 

The International Labour Conference at Washington.—On 18th October 
the Duke of Devonshire, Governor-General of Canada, informed Lord Milner that 
the Hon. Newton W. Rowell, K.C., M.P., Acting Secretary of State for External 
Affairs and President of the Privy Council, and the Hon. Gideon D. Robertson, 
Minister of Labour and Senator, would be the Delegates of the Government of 
Canada to the International Labour Conference which would meet at Washington on 
29th October. 

Trade Returns.—On 23rd October the High Commissioner was informed by the 
Director of Information that the excess of exports from Canada over imports into 
the Dominion during the first six months of the current fiscal year amounted to 
$127,000,000. 

Canadian Banlts.—On 16th October the High Commissioner was informed by the 
Director of Information that the Canadian Chartered Banks had opened 65 new 
branches during September, and that the Royal Bank- of Canada intended to open 
several branches in Brazil. 

Revenue and War Expenditure.—The High Commissioner was also informed on 
16th October that the ordinary revenue for the six months ending 30th September 
was $159,000,000 as compared with $140,000,000 for the corresponding period last 
year. The war expenditure for the six months ending 30th September amounted to 
"$183,000,000. 

Shipbuilding.—The High Commissioner was further informed on 16th October 
that the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company was arranging to enlarge its shipyards 
in order to provide for the construction of vessels of 10,000 tons, and that important 
Seattle shipbuilding interests had been instituting inquiries at Montreal with a view 
to the establishment there of large shipbuilding yards, representing both Canadian 
and American capital. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Shipping Requirements.--The Governor-General of the ,Commonwealth, tele
graphed on 23rd October that his Prime Minister has received complaints from the 
rabbit shippers that the promises of freight, made to them as a consideration for their 
agreement to the cancellation of the unfulfilled portion of the 1918 contract, have not 
been observed. Consequently there is a large accumulation of frozen rabbits, 
estimated at 12,000 tons, awaiting shipment, with the prospect of a total of 1,000 tons 
to be shipped weekly from S3'dney and Melbourne in tlie first half, of next year. The 
position is serious because storage space is exhausted, and certain works have been 
closed, causing unemployment. The Government ask for early provision of shipping 
to meet their requirements. 

Meat Contracts.—The Governor-General of the Commonwealth on 10th October 
transmitted to Lord Milner a message in regard to the meat contracts, from his Prime 
Minister, Mr. Hughes, who said that producers, finding themselves in an unfair 



position, were daily pressing for some sign of relief. Those interested in the export 
of meat had acted on the Government notification to stockowners that contracts would 
expire on 28th September, the date'on which the Argentine contracts were determined. 
A new contract had, however, been made with the Argentine, and on better terms than 
those contained in the existing Australian contract. The Commonwealth Government 
once again pointed out that during the war Australia had supplied all her staple 
products below the market price, but now that peace had been ratified she was entitled 
to be treated at least as favourably as any foreign country. Seeing that Britain could 
purchase from Australia at the same price per head as from the Argentine, it was 
surely not too much to ask that she should give the preference to the former. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

New Cabinet.—The Cabinet has been reconstructed as follows :  -
Prime Minister - - - Mr. W. F. Massey. 
Defence and Finance Sir James Allen. 
Native Affairs and Customs Mr. W. H. Herries. 
Public Works  . . . . Sir William Fraser. 
Attorney-General and Education - Sir F. H. D. Bell. 
Lands - - Mr. D. H. Guthrie. 
Internal Affairs - - Mr. J. B. Hine. 
Agriculture - - - Mr. William Nosworthy. 
Justice and Postmaster-General - Mr. J . G. Coates. 
Member of the Executive Council represent

ina; the native races - - - Dr. M. Pomare. 

Trade with Germany.—On 21st October Lord Liverpool, Governor-General of 
New Zealand, reported that his Government proposed to levy a special surtax on 
goods of nearly ail classes coming from late enemy countries, as it wished to discourage 
trade between New Zealand and Germany. An amendment was being proposed to 
section 28 of the New Zealand Finance Act, 1915. The tax would be a heavy one, but 
the amendment provided that it should be less than 50 per cent. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Indian Commission--On 23rd October the Governor-General of the Union 
of South Africa telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in regard to 
the Indian Commission. - Lord Buxton said that his Ministers had informed him that 
the contemplated Commission would deal with the question of trading and trading 
licences as affecting Asiatics, with a view to securing uniform treatment in the four 
provinces. It was not intended that the terms of reference should cover any other 
matter or grievance, and in view of this limitation of the scope of the Commission it 
did, not appear (? necessary) to add an Indian to the gentlemen who would represent 
the Indian Government in an advisory capacity. 

He added that his Ministers had stated that it was their intention that the 
Commission (which woujd have a Judge of the Supreme Court as Chairman) should 
begin its labours soon after the commencement of the new year. 

Post-War Problems.—Telegraphing from Pretoria on 14th October, ReuteFs 
agent reported that the following official announcement had been issued there that 
day : -

The Government, being desirous of ascertaining the effect on the cost of living 
and on industrial trade conditions of the exchange rate arising out of the war, 
have decided, to call a conference to advise them regarding firstly the feasibility 
and desirability of establishing natural exchange rates between the Union and 
the rest of the world and the probable effect thereof, and secondly the possi
bility of establishing a free market for gold in the Union and the measures 
necessary thereto and to prevent the drainage of gold coin from the Union. 
The Minister of Finance; Mr. Qrr, will preside over the conference, at which 
representatives of the various interests concerned will be invited to attend. 



Development of Agricultural Resources.—Telegraphing from BJoemfontein on 
22nd October, Reute rs agent reports that the Unionist Congress has passed a 
resolution in favour of the vigorous development of the agricultural resources of the 
country by means of closer settlement and a systematic and continued introduction 
of British settlers. The Congress also favoured the taxation of- land values. Sir 
Thomas Smartt was re-elected President. 

General Smuts' Principles accepted by the Unionist Congress.- In another 
telegram dated 23rd October Reu te r s agent reports as follows:—The Unionist 
Congress unanimously adopted a motion wholeheartedly welcoming and accepting the 
principles which General Smuts laid down on 17th September, and particularly 
adopting the fundamental principles of frank, honest and wholehearted co-operation 
between the white races, of mutual respect for others' traditions and ideals, and of 
national unity and patriotism based on the strong spirit of a South African nation. 
The motion further condemned any propaganda aiming at a subversion of the OhionV 
Constitution, and recorded the conviction that the continuance of such propaganda 
must eventually lead to bloodshed. 

The Free State Nationalist Conference.— On 16th October ReutePs Bloemfontein 
agent reported that the Free State Nationalist Conference had that day passed a 
resolution reasserting the Free State's right to independence, and urging the 
discontinuance of the Union's contribution to the Imperial ISiavy. 

The Gold Question.—BeuteFs ,agent sends the following information from 
Pretoria, dated 24th October :—The Economic Conference, called by the Government 
and presided over by Mr. Orr, Minister of Finance, has passed two resolutions. The 
first is to the effect that the establishment of natural exchanges and a free market for
gold in the Union is desirable; that to this end, the establishment of a mint aud 
refinery should be proceeded with with the utmost despatch ; that gold producers be 
requested to take steps to secure a modification of their selling agreement with the 
Bank of England so as to permit its termination at short notice ; that the embargo on 
the export of specie from the Union should not be continued after the establishment 
of a mint. The second resolution favours a uniform Bank Act for the whole of the 
Union with stringent provisions against any inflation of the currency. 

The Drouglit.—From Capetown on 25th October, ReutePs agent telegraphs the 
following:—The present drought, which is described as the worst for 50 years, 
prevails over large areas of the Cape Province, the Free State and the Transvaal. 
FarmeVs are suffering heavy losses in livestock. The crops, which already are very 
poor, will, it is estimated, show a shortage of production for the whole Union of 
33 per cent. 

Sword of Honour for GVneral Smuts.—Telegraphing from Pretoria on 16th 
October, ReutePs agent reported that there had been a distinguished and crowded 
assembly that day in the Town Hall, when the Mayor, amid scenes of great enthusiasm, 
presented to General Smuts the sword of honour which had been subscribed for by 
the citizens. 

In the course of his reply General Smuts dwelt with pride on South Africa's 
part in the war and the provision that had been made for returned soldiers, who, he 
added, would be absorbed, without difficulty. In conclusion, he expressed the opinion 
that the Union had received an absolutely adequate asset in exchange for the 

.15,000,000£. spent in conquering Germ an South-West Africa. 

INDIA. 

Turkish Peace Terms.—On 15th October the Alceroy reported that, stimulated 
by the pro-Turkish party in Europe, there had been a considerable revival of feeling 
in regard to the Turkish Peace Terms. The Bombay Caliphate Committee appeared 
to be preparing agitation, and on 18th September a meeting of some 10,000 Moslems 
was held in Bombay under its auspices. This meeting would have been of a formal 
nature but for the remarkable speech of one Gandhi, a Hindu. He told the audience 
that they had failed in their duty in not making their voices heard. The future of 
the Caliphate and the Holy Places were questions of life and death to them, and they 



had-not realized that they had the support of 21 crores1 of Hindus, who would enable 
them to dictate what terms they pleased with every hope of success. His final advice 
to the meeting was to put heart and soul into the agitation. In the next issue of his 
newspaper he followed up what he had said and urged the Moslems to draw up 
their minimum demands and present them as a clear-cut issue. 

This action has produced a change of tone in the Bombay Moslem papers. In 
other provinces there are also indications of a,revival of agitation. Moslem papers 
are exercised over the secrecy of the peace terms and the dismemberment of Thrace. 
The main resolution at the Lucknow meeting of the All-India Moslem League declared 
that the spiritual position of the Sultan as Caliph was indissolubly bound up with 
his temporal power, and that it was ' an intolerable interference with the Caliph to 
create small States with non-Moslem Powers as mandatories. At a meeting held at 
Madras on 5th September the Turkish flag was hoisted and prayer was offered for the 
preservation of the Holy Places and the victory of the Sultan. Reports of increased 
unrest over this question had also been received from Delhi, Assam and Burma,. 
The prolonged tension was having an undesirable effect, though it was doubtful 
whether the masses were as yet genuinely stirred. 

Economic Conditions [B.E.R. ii. 6J. Telegraphing on 17th October, the Viceroy 
reported that gratuitous relief in all the affected districts of Central Provinces except 
Raipur and Drug, relief works in the Angul District of Bihar and Orissa, relief 
operations in the Sholapur District of the Bombay Presidency, and the Government 
fodder depots in the Maharatwara Districts of Hyderabad, had been closed. The 
situation had further improved in Hyderabad where good spring crops were expected. 
Crops were generally satisfactory, but rain was needed in the Punjab. -Also that the 
numbers relieved were as follows :—Bengal : works, 3,265 ; gratuitous, 7,734. Bihar 
and Orissa: works, 6,585 ; gratuitous, 48,175. Feudatory States of Orissa: works, 
6,022 ; gratuitous, 22,716. Central India : works, 3,100 ; gratuitous, 7,700. Central 
Provinces (incomplete figures): works, 12,985; gratuitous, 5,305. Bombay: works, 
2,900 ; gratuitous, 19,671. Hyderabad : works, 17,000 ; gratuitous, 25,000." Madras : 
works, 59,706; gratuitous (incomplete figures) 91,875. 

Telegraphing again on 24th October he reported that test works in Bihar and 
Orissa, relief works in the Manila District of the Central Provinces and the 
Ahmednagar District of Bombay Presidency, and some camps in Hyderabad, had 
been closed. Also that the numbers relieved, were as follows :—Bengal: works, 
4,319; gratuitous, 4,914. "Bihar and Orissa: works, 2,632; gratuitous, 45,844. 
Feudatory States of Orissa: works, 5 , 8 1 9 ; ' gratuitous, 20,027. Central Ind ia : 
works, 3,000; gratuitous, 7,100, Central Provinces: works, 7,827; gratuitous, 
5,754. Bombay: works, 2,685; gratuitous, .15,113. Hyderabad: works, 15,000; 
gratuitous, 20,000. Madras (incomplete figures): works, 56,688; gratuitous, 
85,794, 

Prospects were everywhere favourable except that the Rabi Area in. the Punjab 
might be below normal owing to the early cessation of the rains. Prices still 
remained high, but showed a downward tendency. The difficulties as to supplies 
appeared to be at an end everywhere, except in Bengal and a few isolated areas, 
such as Coorg and Hyderabad. 

CROWN COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

Lord MilneSs Commission.—On 23rd October Sir Milne Cheetham reportec. 
[No. 1493] that some members of the] Extremist party had recently approached the 
Prime Minister to ascertain his attitude in regard to. Lord Milner's Commission. 
According to the local Press he had informed them that he had protested against 
the sending of the Commission as not only, undesirable but useless at a time 
when the affairs of the Near East were unsettled, and that in this he had the 

1 One ovore ^ 10,000,000. 
B 



support, of the Sultan. In reply to a further question as to his attitude in the 
event of a Commission being sent despite his protest, lie is reported to have said 
that this would render his position impossible, a*s it would signify lack of 
confidence in. himself on the: part of Ptis Majesty's Government. 

In. regard to this, Sir Milne Cheetham said that Mohammed Said had never
concealed the fact that he was opposed to the proposed. Commission. His recent 
declaration, however, had. excited unusual interest. 

Strike of Railway Men.—On -24th October Sir Milne Cheetham reported [No. 1498] 
that there was a likelihood of at least a partial strike on the Egyptian State Railways,, 
and that at short notice. There was considerable reason for thinking that political 
agitation and a state of unrest due to, rumours of the arrival of Lord Milner's 
Commission were responsible for the attitude of the railwaymeu. 

Officials had met the men representing particular sections who had put forward
fresh demands, such for instance as the telegraphists and the signalmen. On a 
number of points satisfaction had been given, but in regard to others it had proved 
impossible to meet the men's demands without a general rise of wages in the public 
services following. 

Two days later, he reported [No. 1506] that there had been a partial strike which 
had caused a stoppage, of trains in lower Egypt, but work had been resumed by 
practically all the men. . 

German Property.—On 23rd October Lord Curzon instructed Sir Milne Cheetham 
as follows [No. 1174] : - 

1. Section 4 of Part X. of. German Treaty will apply to Egypt, and therefore the
liquidation of German property in Egypt may be authorized by appropriate legislation 
in accordance with Article 297 (6). Presumably this will be clone by Proclamation of 
the General Officer Commanding. 

2. The proceeds of the liquidation when completed will not be confiscated, but 
will be charged with liability for the payment of certain claims on Germany in 
accordance with Article 297 (h) (2) and paragraph 4 of the Annex, and dealt with 
accordingly. 

3. The proposal is being urged that the Treasury should agree to grant immunity 
of personal property of ex-enemy diplomatists. The same policy should therefore be 
followed by you, and you will be informed when a decision is arrived at. 

4. The German delegate on the Caisse de la Dette being present in Egypt as the 
representative of his Government for -;the' purpose of the Caisse, which owed its 
existence to an international agreement, should be treated on the same footing as an 
enemy diplomatist. 

5. German property deposited with the Swedish agencies should be treated upon 
the same footing as other property of the same kind. If its nature was such that it
would be entitled to immunity as diplomatic, or for any other reason, the fact of its 
depository with the Swedish agencies should not prejudice i t : whilst the fact that 
it was deposited with these agencies should not give any additional security. 

6. Individuals who have automatically acquired the nationality of a new State
under the Austrian Peace Treaty will not be affected by the provisions of Article 249, 
which corresponds with Article 297 of the German Treaty. The nationality provisions 
in the Austrian Treaty are more complicated than in the German, and it will be found 
that Article 249 (6), third paragraph, makes special provision for these cases. 

CYPRUS. ' ' 

Cyprus and Greece.-On 13th October the Acting High Commissioner for Cyprus 
reported that a meeting of Greek Christian delegates representing the Cyprus villages 
had been held in Nicosia at the Archbishop's palace on 12th October and a resolution 
passed, for the union of Cyprus with Greece, telegrams on the subject being 
subsequently despatched to the Prime Minister and others. He had ascertained, 
from various letters which had been submitted to him in the course of censorship 
that the meeting was not the result of any local spontaneous feeling, but had 
been organized by a local committee instructed by the deputation of the Greek, 
Christian members of the Legislative Council which is at present in England. 
These delegates had stated that they wished to have their position strengthened by 



resolutions from. Cyprus, but that the committee must not divulge the fact that the 
deputation had inspired this, as it was important that the responsible advisers of 
His Majesty should have the impression that any such resolution was passed by a 
united people without dictation. Great care should, they said, be taken to avoid 
giving the impression that it was the work of agitators. He had received com
munications from Moslems emphatically protesting against the Greek Christian 
agitation for union with Greece and earnestly asking that the British ride in Cyprus 
should be continued. 

ADEN. 

Colonel Jacob'3 Mission.—On 24th October the Resident at Aden reported 
[telegram unnumbered] an improvement in the attitude of the Arabs in the Hodeidah 
Hinterland. Except among the Quhra tribe, who persisted in their demand for the 
return of the Turks, the evacuation of Hodeidah and the supply of arms., the feeling 
is now much more friendly. He added that Major Meek had been offered a safe 
conduct to Bajil. 

In a later telegram [unnumbered] of the same date the Resident stated that 
Major Meek reported having received an unsatisfactory communication from the 
Quhras which, although not shutting the door on further negotiations, led. to his 
opinion that military preparations should be begun. 
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RHODESIA. 

Southern Rhodesia's Defence Force. — Telegraphing from Salisbury on 30th 
October, ReutePs agent reported that the Government had decided to remodel the 
defence system of Southern Rhodesia. The first line of defence would be an adequate 
and well-trained police force, which would be organized as a mobile column in 
military districts. The present volunteers would be disbanded on 31st December, 
but musketry and cadet training would be retained on a voluntary basis. 

EGYPT. 

The Unrest.-Telegraphing on 29th October [No. 1519], Sir Milne Cheetham 
reported in regard to the rioting in Alexandria a few days before that entirely untrue 
reports concerning the behaviour of British troops had appeared in telegrams sent by 
the extremists to Europe and America, for propaganda purposes, as well as in the local 
papers. In fact, as appeared from the official reports, the troops had only fired under 
provocation. Telegraphing again on 8th November [No. 1557], reporting more rioting, 
he said that it was erroneous to suppose that a stoppage of business had been 
caused by the unrest. The strike of various sections of transport labourers had, 
however, considerably interfered with the movement of cotton, and there had been a 
serious but temporary interruption of transports in the preceding week. /Political 
agitation was strongly suspected. It was possible that the situation might recur, but 
no men were then out. 

ADEN. 

Colonel Jacob's Mission.—On 27th October the Resident at Aden reported [no 
number] that he had received a very favourable reply to the letter he had sent to the 
Imam, on 20th September. The latter said that he had told the Quhra that he 
had no wish to bring about any change in customs but only to get the affairs of 
Yemen into a sound state. He added that if the release of the mission depended, on 
Mujaikjr, he should be.freed, at once; he, the Imam, had always been ready to let 
hirri go on a guarantee that he would not interfere with the trade routes. 

Telegraphing again on the same day [No. 217 A.P.], the Resident reported that 
the Imam had been twice urged to refrain from military measures against the Quhra 
and had stated, that he would aot accordingly. 

PALESTINE. 

The Hostility to Zionism.— On 7th November Lord Curzon asked [No. 1216] 
Lord Allenby to let him have his views on the following declaration which had been 
drafted on that proposed by Colonel Meinertzhagen and went as far as the Government 
was prepared to go at present :— 

The attention of His Majesty's Government lias been called to the growth in 
Palestine of an attitude of hostility towards Zionism, which is partly to be ascribed to 
the deliberate fomenting of trouble between races and religions by irresponsible 
persons and to a belief that the settled policy of His Majesty's Government and their 
Allies with regard to the establishment of a national home for the Jews in Palestine 
can be influenced by agitation, and partly to a genuine misconception, of the nature 
of the policy of the Allies in this respect and the consequences to be anticipated from 
its introduction. 

In these circumstances, as the Power at present responsible for the admini
stratiori of Palestine, His M.ajesty's Government think it well, to state clearly that the 
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Balfotir Declaration of 2nd November 1917 which has been endorsed by the Allied 
and Associated Governments and to which they adhere does not contemplate either— 

. (a) any interference with the custody ,of the holy places of Christians and 
Mohammedans by the adherents of these religions or, more generally, any 
curtailment whatsoever of religious liberty, subject always to the mairi
tenance of public order and security ; or 

(b)' the flooding of Palestine with Jewish immigrants. As is recognized by the 
Zionists themselves, the' foundation of a national home for the Jews must 
necessarily be ,a gradual process, and it is not anticipated that Jewish 
immigration will do more than keep pace with the general improvement 
in the prosperity of the country, which is to be expected from the 
introduction of the capital and technical skill at the disposal of the 
Zionists ; or 

(c) spoliation or eviction of the present landowners in Palestine or the grant of 
profitable concessions to individuals; or 

(d) the government of a majority by a minority. Those who profess to apprehend 
this consequence overlook the fact that the administration of Palestine 
will be controlled by a great Power or combination of Powers under a 
mandate. 

None can deny the present backward state of industry and agriculture in 
Palestine. It is in the co-operation of the Zionists with the future Mandatory Power 
that a remedy for this unhappy condition of affairs must be sought. 

INDIA. 

Economic Conditions.—On 31st October the Viceroy reported as follows :—The 
relief works in the Bankura District of Bengal, and the relief operations in the 
Jubbulpore District of the Central Provinces and the Belgaum District of Bombay 
Presidency haAre been closed. 

The conditions at Bhagalpore and Deoghar in Bihar and Orissa have much 
improved, and the general situation in Hyderabad is satisfactory. The numbers 
relieved were as follows:—Bengal: gratuitous, 1,837. Bihar aud Orissa: works, 
1,270; gratuitous, 44,377. Feudatory States of Qrissa: works, 4,977 ; gratuitous, 
10,842. Central India : works, 3,400; gratuitous, 600. Central Provinces : works, 
4,901 ; gratuitous, 6,064. Bombay: gratuitous, .13,518. Hyderabad: works, 
20,000; gratuitous, 23,000. Madras : works, 59,983 ; gratuitous (incomplete figures), 
86,705. 

North-West Frontier.—On 6th November the Viceroy reported [No. 15081] that 
the Afridis had made a raid on Kohat city ; otherwise all was quiet north of the Kuram. 
I t was, he said, reported that the Waziri malik at Kabul had sent messages telling 
them not to commit themselves further by hostile acts or raids, the Amir having 
concluded peace with the British. He also reported that the Mahsud jirga were given 
our terms at Khirgi on 3rd November ; they had been informed that the Amir advised 
them to make peace with the British Government, their informant being Hayat Khan 
Mahsud, who had returned from Kabul. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

The League of Nations.—The following message from the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies to the Prime Ministers of Canada, South Africa, Australia, and New-
Zealand was sent on 8th November :—-

The ratification by America of the Peace Treaty still hangs in the balance and the 
opponents of ratification are making great play with the argument that if a " dispute 
likely to lead to a rupture " between a Foreign Power and the United Kingdom, or 



any one of the four Dominions, or India, were brought before the Assembly of the 
League under Article 15, all the other, five votes could, be cast in support of the part 
of the Empire immediately affected although the member representing1 it could not 
vote. This, is, in our opinion, a wrong interpretation. We hold that the represen
tatives of all parts of the Empire would be debarred from voting in this particular 

:case,.i.e., a  '  dispute likely to lead to a r u p t u r e " between a Foreign Power and any 
State of the Empire. 

Our Ambassador at Washington, Viscount Grey, is urging us most strongly to 
make a declaration, to this effect, which he believes would have a decisive influence on 
the American Senate's decision. But we have refused to sanction this course without 
the assent of the Dominion Governments, I should be.glad to know at the earliest 
possible date whether your Government would approve of such a declaration being
made. It would, of course, be made perfectly clear that the declaration referred only to 
the particular case "just explained, which might arise under Article 15, and that in all 
other respects the rights of the United Kingdom and the Dominions and India as six 
original Members of the League were not affected1. 

It has, I ought to add, also been contended in the United States that the British 
Empire should not have more than one Member on the Council of League at the same 
time, but Bis Majesty's Government has refused definitely to accept any reservation 
which would prejudice the eligibility of a Dominion or of India to be -selected as one 
of the "four other. Members, of t h e . L e a g u e " whose representatives are to sit on 
the CounciL The question-was raised in Paris, and President Wilson, M. Clemenceau; 
and the Prime Minister gave a, written assurance that in their view'representatives 
of the Dominions might be selected or named as Members of the Council, upon the 
true construction of the first two paragraphs of Article 4 of the Covenant. 

We are determined to adhere to this. 

CANADA.. 

Representation: at Washixigtoni^EM. ii. 2].--The following telegram was sent 
to the . GovernoivGeneral of Canada by the. Secretary of State for the Colonies on 
28th O c t o b e r : - ' 

The proposal of your Ministers has been, most carefully considered by the 
Cabinet. We recognise fully that- the demand for the distinctive representation of 
Canada in His Majesty's! Embassy at "Washington is justified by the importance of 
Canadian business at -Washington and the closeness of the relationship between the 
States and Canada. At the same time we cordially reciprocate your desire that such 
distinctive representation should take a form which would maintain and emphasize 
the solidarity of the Empire .and provide well-balanced protection of Canadian and 
Imperial interests in the United States. 

We think it very desirable from, this point of view to secure the position of the 
representative of Canada as part of the establishment of the Embassy, and to 
preserve the closest connexion between him and the Ambassador, so that there may 
be a, constant, interchange of views on matters of common concern. 

The most convenient and suitable method of carrying out this object would be, 
in our opinion, for the Government of Canada to recommend, and for His Majesty to 
appoint, a Minister. Plenipotentiary.who would be next in rank in. the Embassy to the 
Ambassador,,and have charge of Canadian affairs and conduct them with the Govern-
ment of the United States acting upon instructions from, and reporting direct to, the 
Government of Canada. He should take his place at the Embassy as Minister in 
charge, of Canadian affairs, and the Government of the United States should be 
formally apprised of his appointment by an. official letter from the Secretary of State 
accrediting the Canadian Minister and empowering him to conduct Canadian affairs 
with, the Government of the United States.: direct. In the absence of the Ambassador, 
the Embassy would be in charge of the Canadian Minister. The solidarity of the 
Empire would in this way be maintained and emphasized, which could hardly lie the 
case;1 if the diplomatic .agent for the Dominion of Canada were accredited to the 
President of the United States independently.-

It would, be essential, in order to carry out this policy, that the Minister should 
reside, at. and, have his office within, the precincts of the Embassy, and that"diis 
Canadian staff, appointed like himself On the recommendation of the Governmental: 
Canada, should have a diplomatic status and be regarded as part of the diplomatic 



staff of His.Majesty's Embassy, with rank equivalent to that of their British colleagues 
of corresponding grades . . .  . . 

We confidently hope that the above proposals will meet the views of the Dominion 
Government. Should, however, experience show the necessity for further modifications 
to meet the altered conditions and the new status of the Dominions, there will be an 
opportunity for full discussion of this subject at the contemplated conference to be 
held next year on the constitution of the Empire. Meanwhile, a beginning covdd at 
once be made by the establishment of a Canadian branch of the Embassy at 
Washington as above suggested. 

Austrian Peace Treaty.—The Governor-General telegraphed on 7th November 
that at Ottawa on the Oth November an Order-in-Council had been approved whereby 
His Majesty the King would be humbly moved to approve, confirm and ratify, for and 
in respect of the Dominion of Canada, the Treaty of Peace between the Allied and 
Associated Powers and Austria whiph had been concluded and signed by plenipo
tentiaries acting with due authority at St. Germain en Laye on .10th September 1919. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Speech by the Prime Minister.—In the course of his speech at. Bendigo on 30th Octo
ber, Mr. Hughes, according to a Renter telegram, stated that the Government recognized 
the need for a greater population, and would encourage immigration and land settle
men t in conjunction with the States, after the men now on the land and the returned 
soldiers had been comfortably settled and encouraged to remain there. Mr. Hughes 
summarized the good work done in the textile and mining industries. A. new tariff 
had been prepared, which would be submitted at the earliest moment possible after 
the meeting of the new Parliament. The Minister of Customs would be given 
special power to prevent dumping. Steps would be taken to deal with the high cost 
of living, so as to protect both consumer and manufacturer. While producers, 
primary and secondary, would be encouraged to co-operate with the Government, no 
attempt at force would be used. To assist cotton-growing, a minimum price for three 
years would be guaranteed. Oil, the development of the Pacific Islands, trade and 
health matters, all were being carefully considered. 

Dealing with theAvar expenditure the Prime Minister said the expenditure out of 
revenue for the present year was estimated at 48,065,0001., an increase of 25,000,0001. 
Of this, only 500,000L represented an increase in ordinary expenditure. Since the 
outbreak of the war, the heavy war expenditure, amounting to 43,527,703^., had 
necessitated a revision of direct taxation, which up to 30th dune last had yielded a 
total of 44,342,9341. In order to harmonize the taxation of the Commonwealth and 
the States, the whole incidence of Commonwealth taxation would be remodelled. 

Sliipping Requirements.—The request of the Government of the Commonwealth 
for shipping of the stocks of frozen rabbits [.B.E.R. hi] has been replied to by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies [Tel. 6th November] to the effect that the plans for 
shipping Government stocks of rabbits some months ago had been upset by the 
demand on all available steamers to relieve the meat situation which had been caused 
by the drought. Large shipments of Government stocks' had been and were now 
proceeding. Shipments on private account would be renewed at the earliest possible 
date, consistent with the clearance of Government stocks. 

International Labour Conference.—A telegram dated 7th November has been 
received stating that the International Labour Conference desired the International 
Organizing Committee to be informed, that in consequence of the uncompromising 
refusal of the industrial organizations to take a part in the selection of workmen's 
delegates, the Government regretted to find that it was not in a position to participate 
in the Conference. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Prorogation of Parliament.—Telegraphing on 7th November the Governor-
General announces that the New Zealand Parliament was prorogued on that date. 



Nauru.—On 29th October the Governor-General reported that the House of 
Representatives and the Legislative Council had unanimously assented to the 
ratification of the agreement between His IVlajesty's Government, the Commonwealth 
of Australia, and the Dominion of New Zealand, relating to the administration of the 
island of Nauru and the mining of phosphate deposits thereon. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Speech by General Smuts on the Political Situation.—Owing to the interesting 
political position, unusual attention is being paid to the proceedings at the Transvaal 
South African Party Congress, at which General Smuts made a vigorous speech on 
30th October. The Premier, who received a cordial ovation, affirmed the success of 
the policy of the South African Party which stood for moderation and had emerged 
triumphant from all. difficulties and storms. 

Turning to the other party Congresses which have been held recently, General-
Smiits declared that the Unionists had shown only a little South African spirit, and 
had laid overmuch stress on outside and Imperial interests. On the other hand, the 
Nationalists were patriotic, but so narrow-minded that they were unable to see the 
whole truth and had become increasingly a party of isolation. The motto of the 
Nationalists, like that of the Sinn Fein, was "Ourselves alone." This was an 
impossible attitude. Regarding the great advantages of the British connexion, 
General Smuts asked the Nationalists to recognize facts. A few ships would soon 
abolish the trade of an isolated South Africa if it got into trouble with a European 
Power, and would paralyse the country. He was convinced that the real interests of 
South.Africa lay in being a member of the ^British Empire, the mightiest group of 
nations in the world, and one which gave all possible freedom to its members. The 
only plank left to the Nationalists was secession. If they worked for that they would 
have to fight and would once more reap the bitter fruits of the past. 

The Premier recalled his appeal in the House of Assembly to all citizens to make 
a new start. He believed that the rank and file of the Nationalists desired reunion, 
but their leaders would have none of it. They had killed General Botha and desired 
to kill him. 

Dealing with Sir Thomas Smartt 's overture for amalgamation with the South 
African Party at the Unionist Congress at Bloemfontein, General Smuts said he was 
thankful that the Unionists were becoming increasingly imbued with the South 
African spirit, but Sir Thomas Smartt was afraid of absorption. It was not the 
intention of the Smith African Party to absorb : their object was hearty co-operation.. 
General Smuts appealed to the whole population, to the South African, Unionist,. 
Nationalist and Labour parties, to support the policy of the Government and to devote 
themselves to the great tasks of peace—agricultural; mineral and industrial. The 
Premier said he must rely first on the South African Party which had stood by the-
Government so faithfully hitherto.; but his appeal was to the whole population, and 
he hoped his appeal would not be in vain. It was most difficult to ask people to leave 
their party, and he did not do so ; but the Unionists and Nationalists should support 
the Government in making South Africa a really great country. The Union must 
devote itself to industrial development. Consequently he advocated a policy of 
co-operation, and if the people supported the Government, the next decade of their 
history would be unparalleled and would give them the status of a great country, 
strong internally and able to speak in the world with a force behind it equal to tha t 
of any other nation on the earth. 
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MALTA. 

German Prisoners of War.—On 23rd November Sir George Buchanan reported 
[No. 710] that the Secretary of the Swiss Legation, which was in charge of German 
interests, had called to see him in regard to the German prisoners of war and interned 
civilians (about 600 of each class). The Secretary had told him that these Germans 
had been riotous of la te ; that the local authorities were very anxious to be rid of 
them ; and that the Repatriation Committee in Malta had urged their immediate repat
riation, adding that be understood that the Italian Government would provide tonnage 
to convey them to Venice or Trieste. 

EGYPT. 

The Policy of Ris Majesty'8 Government.—On 14th November Lord. Allenby 
reported [No. 1582] that he had announced, the policy of His'Majesty's Government 
to the Prime Minister in the following terms which he was also making public:— 

The policy of Great Britain in Egypt is to preserve'autonomy in that country 
under British protection "and to develop a system of self-government under an 
Egyptian ruler. 

The. object of Great Britain is to defend Egypt against all external danger and 
the interference of any foreign Power, and at the same time to establish a constitutional 
system in which, under British guidance as far as may be necessary, the Sultan, his 
Ministers and the elected representatives of the people may, in their severalspheres 
and in an increasing degiee, co-operate in the management of Egyptian affairs. 

His Majesty's Government has decided, to send to Egypt a mission which has as 
its task to work out details of a constitution to carry on this object, and, in consulta
tion with the Sultan, his Ministers and the representatives of the Egyptians, to 
undertake the preliminary work which is requisite before the future form of 
government can be settled. 

It is not the function of the mission to impose a constitution on Egypt. Its duty 
is to explore the ground ; to discuss in consultation with the authorities on the spot 
the reforms that are necessary, and to propose, it is hoped in complete agreement 
with the Sultan and his Ministers, a scheme of government which can subsequently 
be put into force. 

Summary of.Official Reports on the Disturbances.—On 19th November Lord 
Curzou telegraphed [No. 2073] to Lord Grey the following brief summary of official 
reports on the recent disturbances in Egypt in view of the exaggerated statements 
disseminated by the Nationalists :— 

On 24th October a large crowd assembled outside the principal mosque at 
Alexandria, and on the police attempting to disperse it, they were stoned and were 
obliged to call for the assistance of the British troops. The rioters stoned the police 
and the troops, and. the latter were obliged to fire. Order was temporarily restored, 
but during the night of the 24th-25th barricades were erected in some of the streets 
by the rioters, and at 11 o'c!ock on the morning of the 25th a British police officer 
reported that the situation was bad and that the roughs had complete control of the 
streets in one quarter of the city. A cinema theatre was set on fire at 12.30 p.m., 
and an abandoned motor lorry was burned. The Commandant of Police informed 
the military that assistance was needed. Troops were sent and again had to fire on 
the crowd, after which order was restored. 

The total casualties amongst the police were 47 ; amongst the crowd 7 were 
killed and 21 injured. There were only minor casualties amongst British troops. 

On 31st October large demonstration took place in Alexandria. A. few people 
were injured by a British motor ambulance which ran into the crowd, whereupon the 
rougher elements attacked 13 shops, the looting lasting 1.5 minutes. Almost 
simultaneously in another quarter three Egyptian soldiers in a Government motor-car 
rushed through the district, the men discharging their rifles in the air and firing 



some .90 shots, This excited the crowd who joined the other rioters, and at 3 p.m. 
further looting of a few shops and cafes occurred. At 3.30 p.m. the police had the 
situation in hand and British troops were not called on to intervene. Several natives 
are reported killed or wounded by bullets, probably fired by the Egyptian soldiers 
already mentioned, who are under arrest. 

On the night of 3rd November some British soldiers were attacked in Alexandria 
near the Military Hospital, and a sentry fired on the aggressors, causing some 
casualties. 

On"13th November minor demonstrations took place in Cairo and Alexandria, 
and were dispersed by t h e ' police, assisted i n 1 Alexandria by Egyptian troops. 
Casualties as Ear as at present known were very slight.' " 

New Ministry.—On 21st November Lord Allenby reported [No. 1618] that 
Youssouf Wahba Pasha had formed a new Ministry as follows :  -

Prime Minister - - - Youssouf Wahba Pasha. 
Justice - - - - Ahmed Zouhfikar Pasha. 
Interior - Tewfik Messim Pasha. 
Public Works and War - - Ismail Sirry Pasha. 
Wakfs - Hussein Bey Darwiche. 
Communications - - - Ahmed Ziwar Pasha. 
Public Instruction - - Yehia Ibrahim Pasha. 
Agriculture - - - - Mohammed Chetic Pasha. 

[N.B.—The Times of 25th November had the following note on this Cabinet: — 
Yussuf Wahba Pasha, the new Prime Minister, has had considerable experience in 
Egyptian administration. In 1912 he was Minister for Foreign Affairs, while he also 
held office as Minister of Finance in Rushdi Pa.sha's Cabinets of April and December 
.1.914, and of April 1919. He filled the same office in Mahomed Said Pasha's late 
Cabinet. Wahba Pasha is a Copt. The last Coptic Prime Minister was the ill-fated 
Boutros Pasha. Ismail Sirry Pasha was created. K.C.M.G. in 1913. In April 1914, 
he was Minister of Public Works and War, and in December 1914, Minister of Public 
Works. Ahmed Ziver Pasha and Ahmed Zuhfikar Pasha also held office in the, late 
Cabinet.] 

Telegraphing on 23rd November [No. 1625] Lord Allenby said that lie was 
favourably impressed by Wahba, and in his opinion the Ministry was stronger and 
better than its predecessor. He had seen the Sultan and each member of the new 
Ministry : they appeared to be confident and united, and were all hopeful. 

Arrest of Nationalist Leaders.—On (?) 20th November Lord Allenby telegraphed 
[No. 1613] as follows :—As I consider the leaders of the Zaghloulists here are mainly 
responsible for the present unrest, on .18th November I warned Mahmoud, Pasha 
Soliman, President of the Central Committee, Ibrahim Pasha Said, Vice-President, 
and Abdurrahman Fahmi, Secretary, to refrain from political agitation in any form 
and ordered the two Pashas to proceed to their country estates. They refused to obey 
my order and were arrested this morning. 

The Foreign Office transmitted this telegram to Lord Grey and added the following 
no te s : -Mahmoud Pasha Soliman is father of Mohamed Pasha Mahmoud at present in 
America and is a wealthy notable of Assiout. Ibrahim Pasha Said is a member of the 
Legislative Assembly and very anti-British, he is of mediocre intelligence and 
education. Abdurrahman Fahmi, was formerly in the Army and subsequently Mudir 
of Benisouff and later Assistant Director of the Wakfs, he is very licentious in morals 
and strongly anti-British in sentiments. -,,;'; 

Rumours of intended Assassinations.—On 25th November Sir George Buchanan 
repeated [No. 715] to the Foreign Office a telegram he had sent to Cairo informing 
the. High Commissioner that information, of unknown reliability, had been received 
indicating an intention to assassinate him (the High Commissioner) when an occasion, 
offered itself, and all the members of Lord MilneFs mission When they landed. 

PALESTINE. 

Ilia ELostilitij to Zionism.- On 12th November Colonel Meinertzhagen telegraphed 
[No. 495] to the Foreign Office saying that the Commander-in-Chief agreed with Lord 



Curzon's draft [.13.15.11 iv. page 3] with the exception of the first paragraph, which.he 
would like to begin with the following words :—Any interference with religious 
customs, or holy places by adherents of any religion. 

, ADEN. 

The Quhra Tribe.—On 13th'November the Resident at Aden reported [telegram 
unnumbered] that there were indications that the whole Qulira tribe had come over to
our side, not omitting the principal Shaykh who had been opposed to us—Mahommed 
Zaid. The Mansab of Marawa, Sayed Abdul Kadir, was now the one active agent 
against us and the whole Sayed community,threatened him with deposition if he did 
not give way. 

Telegraphing again [no number] on 20th November the Resident reported that 
he had received a friendly letter from Idrisi promising his good offices. Also letters 
from Major Meek showing an improvement in the situation ; he (Major Meek) was 
impressing o n the Quhra the necessity of immediately surrendering the Mission and 
informing them, of the arrival of the aeroplanes. 

INDIA. 

Conference of Princes.—On. 8th November [No. 1528 S., received I4t.hNovember] 
the Viceroy reported that on. 5th November the Conference of Princes had passed 
the following resolution, which was moved by the Maharaja of Bikanir:— 

The scheme for the composition of the Chamber of Princes which has been 
proposed by the Viceroy is warmly accepted by the Conference, which tenders
its grateful thanks to His Excellency and. to the Secretary of State for India 

- and expresses the earnest hope that in the course of the coming year the 
Chamber may be brought into being. 

At the same session the following resolution, moved by the Maharaja of Alwar,. 
was also carried : — 

The Conference is of opinion that- there should be a most careful examination 
of the suggestion that, to enable them to have a say in matters affecting their 
interests, the (? lesser) States should have a reasonable representation in the 
Chamber of Princes ; that, for tins purpose, a committee should be appointed 

- to report to the Conference, after due inquiry, on the possibility of this being
done ; that, as a matter of convenience the personnel of this committee should 
be the same as that- of the committee appointed in connexion with the codi
fication of political, practice; and that the Government of India should be 
asked to provide the materials for the committee to work on, and also itself to 
investigate the matter. / 

Telegraphing again on 9th November [No. 1.529 S., received 14th November], the 
Viceroy reported that on the previous day the Maharaja of G waif or, in a speech 
replying on behalf of the Princes to the one made by himself on 3rd November, had 
requested that an assurance of their abiding attachment and loyalty might be com
municated to His Majesty, together with an expression of their gratitude for his 
appreciation, of their services during the war. Their Highnesses.also expressed their, 
deep gratitude for the assurance that a Chamber of Princes would be instituted when, 
the necessary preliminaries had been settled. 

Waziristan.—The Viceroy reported on 11th November that the Mahsuds had 
refused the terms offered them, and that no reply had been received from the Tochi 
Waziris. 

Telegraphing again-on. 21st November [No. 157.10] he said that considerable
damage had. been done by our aeroplanes, and that news from Mahsucl sources 
indicated many casualties. He also said that three turbulent sections of Ismail 
Khel, Mac-has and Achars had been intentionally and contumaciously absent when 
the Kazha Madda Khel jirga presented itself at Datta Khel on IBth November; 
and that, in consequence, on the following day air operations were undertaken 
en bloc against the villages of Ismail Khel and Zuraih A tsar and the desired 



result achieved, the offending sections coming in that afternooon and the whole 
tribe accepting our terms without reservation. 

Caliphate Day.—On 17th November the Viceroy reported that the resolutions 
and speeches on Caliphate Day (17th October) were on the whole, moderate in 
tone. The Cabinet had received from one Yakub Husain exaggerated reports 
of alleged mass meetings of Mahomedans in (?) Bombay protesting against the 
partition of Turkey; but the number of persons present, according to information 
received, was really very small. On the. same day the Viceroy also reported that the 
l-Iimb'. Qandi [B.E.R. iii., p 4] had advised the Moslems to follow up the Caliphate 
Day meetings with further demonstrations, such as boycotting the peace celebrations 
in December, unless satisfactory terms for Turkey were settled : he preached the 
essential unity of Hindu and Moslem feeling in regard to the Caliphate. This 
movement, the Viceroy said, was not supported by moderate opinion, but it had 
been taken up by the extremist Mahomedans of Bombay, the United Provinces 
and Punjab.. On the whole, Mahomedan feeling was described as very uneasy, 
and the Guildhall speech might not improve it. The reports from northern India 
showed generally that the feeling was acute. 

National Congress.—On 17th November the Viceroy reported that preparations 
were going on apace for the meeting of the National Congress at Amritsar. Swami 
Shradanaud had boen elected Chairman of the Reception Committee. I t was proposed 
to hold, simultaneously with the Congress, the meeting of the Moslem League at the 
same place. 

Economic Conditions.—The A?iceroy reported on 7th November as follows : — 
Relief operations in the Poona district and the Kathiawar Agency of the Bombay 
Presidency and gratuitous relief in the Ahmedhagar district have been closed. 
Numbers relieved :—Bengal (incomplete figures): gratuitous, 1,950. Bihar and 
Orissa: works, 878 ; gratuitous, 44,847. Feudatory States of Orissa: works, 4,451 ; 
gratuitous, 13,256. Central Ind ia : works, 3,400; gratuitous, 5,500. Central Pro
vinces: works, 3 ,148; gratuitous, 3,44.9. Bombay: gratuitous, 1,839. Madras: 
works, 59,100; gratuitous, 85,804. Hyderabad report not received. Relief 
operations have been closed from the end of October in the Central Provinces. 
Situation in Bengal has been relieved by large supplies of Burma rice. Prices are 
falling, and the demand for Burma rice has declined. 

Again on 14th November as ' follows :—Relief operations in the Bombay 
Presidency, in the Bankura District of Bengal, and in the Angul District of Bihar 
and Orissa, and relief works in the Banka sub-division of the Bhagalpur District have 
been closed. Valedictory doles for the recipients of gratuitous relief are being dis
tributed in the Sadar sub-division of Bhagalpur. Numbers on relief : - B i h a r and 
Orissa: works, 3 7 1 ; gratuitous, 29,476. Feudatory States of Orissa: works, 3,051; 
gratuitous, 6.888. Central I nd i a : works, 3,400; gratuitous, 4,800. Hyderabad: 
works, 15,000; gratuitous, 15,000. Madras figures not reported. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

The.New Ontario Cabinet.--The following list appeared in The Times of 14th 
November : — 

President of the Council - - Mr. E. C. Drury. 
Agriculture - - - Mr. M. W. Doherty. 
Education - - - - Mr. R. H. Grant. 
Lands and Forests - - Mr. B. Bowman. 
Public Works - - Mr. F . C. Biggs. 
Provincial Secretary - - Mr. H. C. Nixon. 
Provincial Treasurer - - - Mr. P . Smith. 

x Labour and Health - - - Mr. W. Rolls. 
Mines - - - - Mr. H. Mills. 
Attorney-General - - Mr. W. E. Rainy, K.C. 
Minister without office - - Lieut.-Col. D. Carmichael. 
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AUSTRALIA. 

Mandates--On 15th November the Governor-General transmitted, the. following 
message from'his Prime Minister :'- -No answer has heen received;,to. my.,previous .r 

urgent telegram. Over six months have passed since the "Council of Four agreed to 
the mandate, for the Pacific Islands and nearly six months since the Treaty of Peace, 
containing basic terms of each class of mandate, was signed, yet the Supreme Councihs 
approval has not been given. This is most unfortunate and causes my Government 
great embarrassment, and is calculated to create a serious situation. The Japanese 
are working assiduously to secure the trade of the Islands ; they are endeavouring to 
acquire titles to land and minerals and oil rights, and we do nothing failing a formal 
appointment as mandatory. I have sent the Prime Minister an urgent telegram in 
reply to one from him, setting out the urgency of a settlement. The position of the 
Government in view of the financial, economic, and general conditions, including 
Bolshevism and Sinn Fein, is sufficiently difficult in any case. * We are in the midst 
of an election campaign, and it is surely not too much to ask that this question of a 
mandate, which ought to have been settled long ago, should be dealt with at once. 

In reply Lord Milner sent the following message to Mr. Hughes:— 
Please refer to the Prime Ministers message to you on 15th October, in which 

he pointed out that the Council of the League, to which mandates have to be submitted, 
cannot be constituted till after formal ratification. This depends on deposit, which 
has not been found possible yet (see concluding words of Treaty), It is not our fault 
that, owing to the unfortunate action of the American Senate, the constitution of the 
Council of the League of Nations has been so long delayed and appears now to be 
altogether in jeopardy. I am sincerely sorry for the embarrassment which the delay 
causes you, but I can assure you that to us too it is intolerably embarrassing in 
many ways, and that, speaking for myself, I have left no stone unturned to put an 
end to it. It seems to me just possible that, in view of the long vista of uncertainty 
caused by the American situation, the four other principal Allied and Associated 
Powers may be induced to go ahead by themselves, and issue mandates without 
waiting for the constitution of League, leaving it to America to adhere if and when, it 
suits her. This would not be altogether satisfactory, but would be better than the 
present position. Anyway, as a last resort I am trying it. Will let you know at once 
if effort meets with any success. 

Loyalist Protest in Victoria.—A message was received from the Prime Minister 
of the Commonwealth on 25th November communicating a resolution wdiiohhad been 
adopted by a meeting representative of various loyalist bodies in the State of Victoria, 
held on 10th November. The resolution entered the emphatic, protest of the meeting 
against the dishonest attempt made by the mis-called Irish Race Convention recently 
held in Melbourne to represent Australian sentiment as favouring the treasonable 
Sinn Fein efforts to disrupt the British Empire by establishing a hostile republic at 
its very doors. The resolution asserted that the lecent convention chiefly represented 
a section of Roman Catholic Irish together with a small anti-British element in the 
community. It ended with the assurance of the meeting to the British Government 
of the unswerving loyalty of Australian citizens generally to the integrity and 
solidarity of the Empire. 

Effect of adverse Exchange Rates.—On 2.1.st November a telegram was received 
from the Governor-General of the Commonwealth in which he stated that in 
consequence of the adverse exchange rates many persons were endeavouring to 
transmit large sums of money to the United States in settlement of trade accounts by 
means of money orders. The basis of adjustment under the Money Order Convention 
is that of 4 ' 8 7 dollars per pound sterling. The proposal was put forward to limit 
money orders to 201., but on the assumption that a similar practice had arisen in the 
transmission of remittances from England to the United States, the Government of 
the Commonwealth asked the advice of His Majesty's Government. 

High Price of Silver.—In a further telegram received on the same date the 
Government of the Commonwealth invite the advice of His Majesty'? Government as 
to the desirability of adopting one of two proposals in view of the high price of silver. 
First, the reduction.of the size of. Australian coins,,or second,., the retention of' the 
present size of the coins,'but with a reduced silver content. 

Certificate of Origin in respect of Imported Goods.—In a telegram received 10th 
October, the Secretary of State was informed that the Government of the Common
wealth had decided that a certificate of origin would be required in respect of goods 



imported into the Commonwealth from certain neutral States, and from reconstructed 
States formerly in the Austrian Empire. 

- In ;a further telegram' received" 2Stli October, the decision; to': require a consular 
certificate i n 1 the absence of̂  a certificate of origin in connexion - with the importation 
from all countries in which British'Consuls wei^situatdav^aWr^btded.'-''''-'''''''^''-'-' 

In reply to the above the Secretary of State telegraphed on 13th November his 
fears that the proposed system would lead to serious difficulties as follows :  -

First, the payment for the required certificates of origin would constitute a tax 
upon imports from all. foreign countries into Australia. Secoud, goods manufactured 
by German or partly German, firms in neutral, countries could not, be discriminated 
against owing to the abolition of the Statutory Black List. Third, there no longer 
exists the deterrent of detection and inclusion in the Statutory List which prevented 
neutral firms from making false statements as to the origin of their goods during the 
war. Fourth, the system would not be completely effective because it would not 
apply to goods exported to Australia via other British countries, and there is how 
no prohibition against the entry of ex-enemy goods as such in the United Kingdom and 
the greater part of the Empire. In view of these difficulties the Secretary of State 
suggested that some system of examination' of goods on arrival in Australia might 
prove a more expeditious and satisfactory method of enforcing the policy than ei 
system of certificates of origin. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Coolie Labour for Samoa.—On 9th October the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies informed the Governor-General of New Zealand that the question of the 
employment of Chinese coolies in Samoa had been discussed between His Majesty's 
Minister at Peking and Ahlo, the newly-appointed Chinese Consul at Samoa, who 
was to discuss the matter, before leaving for Samoa, with the Cousul-General at 
Canton. 

With reference to the above the Secretary of State telegraphed again on 
17th October that he had received a telegram from the Consul-General at Canton 
to the effect that Ahlo had agreed to accept responsibility for the emigration 
scheme, and had suggested the engagement of coolies from his own district near 
Swatow. He further proposed that they should accompauy him when he himself 
went to Samoa, and asked for the proposed terms of contract. The Secretary of 
State suggested that the Governor-General should communicate direct on the 
matter with His Majesty's Minister at Peking. 

In a telegram received, at the Colonial Office on 21st November the Governor-
General reported that the Chinese Commissioner at Samoa was being sent to China 
that week with authority to enter into a contract and to supervise the shipment 
of coolies. The contract proposed was based on that of 1913. 

SOUTH AFRICA, 

An Appeal for Unity.—RentePs Agent reported on 14th November that General 
Smuts, who was making a tour of the Western Transvaal, speaking at a meeting at 
Welverdiend, said that it was nonsense for General Hertzog in his recent manifesto to 
the " Afrikander people " to suggest that the country was on the verge of ruin, bank-, 
ruptcy, and possible revolution, as the condition of South Africa was never more 
promising. General Smuts commented on the fact that the manifesto did not contain 
a word about a Republic. It had been whispered to him that the Republican idea 
was not popular in the Cape or.the Transvaal. Referring to the existing divisions 
among the Dutch people, General Smuts declared that if they remained steadfast these 
divisions would be removed. General Hertzog's manifesto, he said, was purely 
destructive, and he ridiculed the idea that the farmers had lost 10,000,000/. on the sale 
of wool. The elections were coming in 1920, but he did not know the exact date. The 
South African Party must then fight on its own feet. 

Appealing for both Dutch and British support, General Smuts referred to 
Switzerland, where, he said, three races formed one patriotic nation. There was an 
enthusiastic outburst of cheering when a prominent local Nationalist assured General 
Smuts of his support, and said that he hoped other Nationalists Would follow his lead. 

' The Asiatic Question. — ReutePs agent reported on 13th November. that in 
replying to a deputation of his constituents on the Asiatic question, the Minister of 
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Just ice, Mr. de Wet, said that the Government had agreed, that the menace must be 
dealt with ; but they must proceed along a definite line and not indulge in panic 
legislation or action not definitely conclusive. The Government, he added, was not 
championing the cause of the Asiatics, but the questiou demanded a cooFhead. and a 
regard for justice and right. Hence the Government had agreed to the Indian 
Governments sending a representative. When the Commission of Enquiry had 
reported, the country, and not merely the Government, would have to decide whether 
they would agree to the necessary taxation for repatriating and compensating Indians 
not born in South Africa. In view of the fact that political capital was being made 
out of the question, the Minister emphatically denied that the Government was doing 
the bidding of the Imperial Government in this question. 

The Gold Problem.—Reuter's agent reported on .15th November that Mr. Farrer, 
Union Secretary for Finance, giving evidence before the Low Grade Mines Commis
sion, had expressed the opinion that the establishment of a free gold market in South 
Africa at present would lead to an efflux of sovereigns from the Union, and that it 
would only be possible to replace these sovereigns at a rate of 23s. Sd,, which would 
react unfavourably on the mines. The present selling arrangement appeared to 
secure the highest possible price. When the premium on the American Exchange 
disappeared, it was very probable there would still be a small premium on gold for 
India, but gold generally would be sold at the standard price. The best price for 
gold would then be obtained by minting locally. 

Zionism.—On 17th November ReuteFs agent reported that at a big deinonstra
tion in Johannesburg held to celebrate the second anniversary of the British 
Governments declaration in favour of a Jewish Palestine, General Smuts referred to 
the oiitbreak of anti-Jewish persecution in Eastern Europe, and said that General 
Botha had resigned the chairmanship oE the Polish Commission at the Peace Conference 
owing to the atrocities in Poland ; he declared that Zionism was the only remedy for 
Jewish persecution, and praised the Jews for steadfastly maintaining their national 
ideals. Mr. BalfonFs declaration concerning the future of Palestine could be regarded 
as certain of realization after the conclusion oE the treaty with Turkey. Britain 
would redeem her pledge despite the difficulty and the delicacy, of the position, and a 
great Jewish State would ultimately arise. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

New Ministry.—Telegraphing on 18th November the Governor of Newfoundland 
informed the Secretary of State that Mr. Cashin had sent in his resignation from 
15th November, and that a new Ministry had been appointed, from 17th November, 
with Mr. Richard Anderson Squires as Prime Minister, and Mr. William Ford Coaker 
as his chief colleague. The names of other members of the new Ministry were not 
telegraphed. 

ft 
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ADEN. 

Oolonel Jacob'* Miss-ion.—On 28th November the Resident at Aden reported 
[no number] that he had received a telegram, dated 20th November, from Major 
Meek, transmitting a message from Colonel Jacob in regard to the aeroplane demon
stration over Baji. Colonel Jacob stated that this had. caused very great excitement 
and had led. to the surrounding of their house by hundreds of maddened tribesmen 
who were armed and had fired at them. They would, he said, certainly have been 
killed, but for the intervention of Syed Abdul Nadir, the Vali, and the Duhra Shayks. 
Colonel Jacob added that the sending of aircraft did not advance their cause one 
iota and he emphatically begged that no more might be sent. 

The Resident added that Major Meek was of opinion that the further use of 
aeroplanes would imperil the mission, and he was therefore giving instructions that 
they should not be again used for ten days, when there would" be a further flight and 
bombs dropped for the purpose of demonstration only, the tribes being warned that 
no damage was intended and that they were responsible for the safety of the 
mission. 

Telegraphing again on 1st December [no number] ,he reported the receipt of 
another telegram, dated. 30th November, from Major Meek saying that Colonel Jacob 
and Mr. Redly had reported that the aeroplane demonstration had produced excellent 
results and brought about a great advance towards a settlement. The Resident noted 
that this was in conflict with their previous report. 

On 4th December Lord Allenby telegraphed [No. 1601] suggesting that the aerial 
demonstrations should be restricted to simple flights because of the risk of accidental 
casualties from a bomb-dropping display. Lord Curzon approved this suggestion on 
9th December [No. 1313]. 

MALTA. 

German Prisoners of War.—On 27th November [No. 717] Sir George Buchanan 
reported that the Italian Government had replied that they had no objection to 
repatriate the Austro-Hungarian prisoners now interned in. Malta, Egypt, and India 
through Italian territory. They agreed ro their disembarkation at either Trieste or 
Venice provided that the conditions already made known were observed. They added, 
that the authorities of Venice were taking the necessary steps for the disembarkation 
of the prisoners and for the continuation of their journey by rail. 

Two days later he reported [No. 727] that the Governor of Malta had telegraphed 
that the Government of Malta would have an opportunity of repatriating a certain 
number of German prisoners of war who were willing to pay their own expenses if 
allowed to proceed through Italy. The Governor considered it of great importance 
for them, to be repatriated, and had asked, him to use his influence with the Italian 
Government to obtain the necessary permission. Sir George asked for an early reply 
to his telegram [No. 717] of 27th November. 

EGYPT. 

The American Recognition of the British Protectorate.—On 1st December Lord 
Curzon telegraphed to Lord Grey [No. 2150],. sending him the following text of the 
American, recognition of the British Lhotectorate in Egypt, contained, in a letter sent 
by Mr. Lansing to Mi-. Balfour Jast A p r i l :  -

In answer to your enquiry, the-President has authorized me to inform you that 
he'recognizes the British Protectorate of Egypt, which was announced by 
His Majesty's Government on 18th December 1914. 



The President has no objection, to this decision being made public, as he under
stands that it may help iii the restoration of order and in the prevention of 
further bloodshed in Egypt. 

You will no doubt realize, my dear Mr. Minister, that in accord with this 
recognition the President must necessarily reserve for further discussion the 
details of the formal recognition, together with the qrtestion of a modification 
of any right of the United States which this decision on his part may entail. 

Lord Curzon added that the above did not imply any modification of recognition, 
or the possibility of a further discussion of the principle, and could only be inter
preted in connexion with the formula to be used modifying the rights of United 
States citizens in Egypt in consequence of such recognition. 

INDIA. 

The Caliphate Question.—On 25th November the Viceroy reported that the 
Caliphate question was still arousing intense interest and with it frequent discussion 
of the propriety oE holding peace celebrations. The Hindu extremists had taken up 
the Caliphate question, emphasizing the essential unity of Hindus and Mohammedans. 
The extremists of both communities in the United Provinces, Bombay, and Punjab 
opposed peace celebrations : the moderates everywhere were not enthusiastic, but 
would not abstain. High prices and the present inability to spend money were a 
contributory factor. 

The Hunter Committee. - T h  e Viceroy also reported that the Hunter Committee 
had concluded its enquiry into the Amritsar disturbances. The Congress was still 
boycotting the Committee, but moderate opinion inclined to think this was a mistake. 
Bengal had intimated this clearly. That day, 25th November, the enquiry was to 
begin into the Lahore disturbances. 

The Congress.—In the same telegram the Viceroy further reported that Pandit 
Motilal Nehru had been elected President; the public generally, he said, was taking 
less interest in the Congress than in the Caliphate and the Hunter Committee. 

General - The Viceroy also reported that J innah had arrived in India and had 
advised non-participation in the peace celebrations. Andrews had left India for a 
few months' visit to South Africa. 

Reforms.—The Viceroy also reported that the summary of the Joint Committees
recommendations had been published. They had been well received by Sapru, 
J innah and the Leader newspaper, Allahabad, and (? severely) criticized by the 
Calcutta European Press, but there had been no discussion as yet in the extremist 
Press. 

The Tochi Waziris.—On 19th November the Viceroy reported [No. 274A] that on 
the 17th the terms offered had been accepted by a representative jirga of the Tochi 
Waziris ; part of the fine had been paid and some rifles handed over. 

Economic Conditions.—On 21st November the Viceroy reported as follows:— 
Several relief camps were closed in Hyderabad, where number on relief decreasing. 
Numbers relieved:—Bihar and Orissa: works, 70 ; gratuitous, 26,111. Feudatory 
States of Orissa: works, 2,626; gratuitous, 602. Central Ind ia : works, 3,400; 
gratuitous, 4,700. Hyderabad : works, 12,000 ; gratuitous, 11,000. Madras 
(incomplete figures): works, 49,337 ; gratuitous 74,432. 

And again on 28th November as follows:—Famine operations have been 
practically closed in Bihar and Orissa, and famine conditions are disappearing in 
Hyderabad, where village gratuitous relief has been stopped. In Madras the famine 
operations are closed in Udayagiri Taluka and are being closed in other areas. 
Numbers on relief:—Burma: works, 1,450; gratuitous, 100. Bihar and Orissa: 
gratuitous, 22,177. Feudatory States of Orissa, report not received. Central India :. 
Avorks, 3,300 ; gratuitous, 4,700. Hyderabad: works, 10,000; gratuitous, 8,000. 
Madras : works, 32,97S ; gratuitous (incomplete figures), 56,894. 
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And. again.on 5th December as follows:—All relief works have been closed in 
Bunclelkhand. Distress has considerably decreased in Hyderabad, where relief 
works continue in one district only. Numbers relieved: — Burma: works, 2,775; 
gratuitous, 10. Bihar and. Orjssa : gratuitous, 13,730. Feudatory States of Orissa : 
works, 567 ; gratuitous, 33. Central Ind ia : gratuitous, 1,500. Hyderabad : "works, 
7,000; gratuitous, 5,000. Madras: works. 27,349; gratuitous. 54,546. 

Afghan desire, to have a Oonsvl-General at Peshawar.—On 24th November the 
Viceroy reported. [No. 1592 S.] that letters had been, received from Mahmud Tarsi 
intimating that it was considered necessary to appoint a Consul-General at Peshawar 
and that Ali. Ahmad Khan had been appointed to the post. The Foreign Secretary 
had replied that the request could not be gran ted ; the creation of consular posts 
required the sanction of the British Government, and therefore Ahmad Ali, who had 
reached India, could assume neither the title nor the office. 

North-Wast Frontier.—Telegraphing on 7th December the Viceroy stated that the 
reports of Afghan activities on the frontier conflict so much that it is difficult to 
distinguish the t ruth from falsehood. l ie gave a summary of information to the effect 
that the Waziris were being encouraged by Shah Daula who had remained at VYana, 
and had promised them military assistance. Frequent reports had been received of 
the arrival of Afghan reinforcements in Khost, but it had been suggested -that these 
forces were intended only to bring the depleted Afghan frontier garrisons up to 
strength. It was probable that there had been some Afghan military activity on the 
frontier with the object of encouraging the tribes against us, but no overt action had 
taken place to which exception could be taken. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Imperial Sea Gommttnicaiums.—On 27th November LorcLMilner telegraphed to 
the Governors-General of Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, and to the 
Governor of Newfoundland, in regard to the completion of the arrangements for the 
establishment of a body to 'dea l with the question of Imperial sea communications. 
To the regret of His "Majesty's Government the urgent pressure of other public 
business had hitherto stood in the way of its establishment, but it was hoped to call 
it together in the immediate future. This body is to be called the Imperial Shipping 
Committee. A similar communication had already been made to Canada. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Shipping Space for Rabbits.—On 2nd December the Governor-General of 
Australia transmitted a message from his Prime Minister in regard to the insufficient 
refrigerated space for rabbits. He said that the Commonwealth Government was 
being severely condemned on account of it, and he strongly urged that the matter 
should receive immediate attention. As things stood thousands would be thrown out 
of work and large sums of money would be lost. 

Purchase of Meat by the British Government.—On 26th November Lord Milner 
informed the Governor-General of Australia that the Board of Trade, to whom the matter 
had been referred, were anxious that the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth should 
understand that it was doubtful whether' His Majesty's Government would be 
prepared to enter into any fresh contract for the purchase of meat.from Australia. 

Rice Supply.—A telegram from, the Governor-General of the Commonwealth, 
dated 9th November, states that he has informed the Viceroy of India that the 
requirements of Australia and the adjacent Pacific Islands, where rice is an essential 
food for the natives, during the coming importing season, will be 46,000 tons of 
Burmah rice. On behalf of the rice-importing firms of Australia, he has asked that a 
licence for the exportation of tins.quantity be granted immediately. The Governor-
General has pointed out that during the present year no rice from India was made 
available for Commonwealth requirements, and that the limited stocks obtained from 



Coohtn. China --and elsewhere at considerably increased prices were rapidly-nearirig 
exhaustion, l i e had further urged that when -Indian requirements had been met, 
preference should be given to Ithe Dominions, and particularly to those which had 
been precluded from sharing in the distribution of last seasons harvest. The 
Government of -the Commonwealth would .appreciate any assistance the Secretary'of 
State for -the Colonies could afford in obtaining ithe licence for the export of the 
quantity required. 

NEW ZEALAND.. 

Vureliase of Meat by British Government.—On 26th November Lord Milner 
informed the Governor-General of New Zealand that the Board of Trade were anxious 
that his Ministers should know that it was doubtful whether His Majesty's Goyern
me-nt would be prepared to enter into any now contract for the purchase of New 
Zealand meat. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Asiatic Problem.— ReuteFs Agent reported from Ladysmith on 23rd 
November that the Minister of Railways, Mr. Burton, referring to the Asiatic question 
in the course of a speech there, said he thought a good deal of misunderstanding 
had arisen regarding his speech at the Imperial War Conference in 1018. The 
Secretary of State for India had complained that what occurred in the Union 
Parliament was a departure from Mr. Burton'? attitude, but the fact was, Mr. Burton 
said, that nothing in the Governments present attitude was inconsistent with what 
he then said. The Governments.policy was still to be just, fair and sympathetic in 
dealing with Asiatics, but, of course, they had also to remember their duty in dealing 
justly and fairly with the country's national future. 

The South African Diamond Industry. -ReuteFs Agent reported on 23rd 
November, from Johannesburg, that at a banquet of the South African Institution of 
Engineers, the Minister of Mines, Mr. Malan, made an important announcement 
regarding the diamond, industry. He stated that a conference of four groups of 
producers, representatives of the Union Government and representatives of South-
West Africa, had unanimously decided to control the supply of diamonds, and had 
arrived at an agreement whereby the world's markets would be supplied in the 
following percentages:—De Beers, 5 1 ; Premier, 18; Jagersibntein, 10; South-West 
Protectorate, 21. The amount supplied would be based on the actual sales of the 
preceding three months. This agreement, Mr. Malan said, would give stability to the 
market and would lie to the best interest of everybody concerned. Furthermore, the 
conference was unanimously in favour of disposal through one channel, and, after 
prolonged negotiations, the offer of a London syndicate had been accepted. 

The arrangement was. that the basic price should be fixed every quarter and 
the syndicate would pay the producers 5 per cent, less than the average price obtained 
in the preceding quarter. Five per cent, above the basic price would go to the 
syndicate, while the additional proceeds were to be equally divided between producer 
and syndicate. Both contracts are for five years, but are'- terminable at the end 
of two years. The producers expressed the opinion that the latter contract was the 
best they would ever be able to make. Mr. Malan explained the Governments 
attitude to the amalgamation, which lias been arranged between several diamond
mining companies operating in the South-West Protectorate, and pointed out that 
the arrangement had been, conducted secretly because it was carried out between two 
private parties. He emphasized, in this connexion, that the Union Government had 
not parted with any of its assets. 

Replying to questions whether the diamond fields of South-West Africa would 
be worked, Mr. Malan pointed out that the sales of diamonds from the South-West 
Protectorate at present amounted to two-and-a-half millions annually, of which the 
Government took 60 per cent. The Government had told the syndicate that, as a 
condition precedent to- the Governmeufs approval; t h e : South- West mines :mu'st bo 
worked to the best advantage of the Union' Government and the Protectorate. 
Moreover, those investing three-and-a-half million pounds in those fields would 
require, a return on their money. 



General Hertzog in Johannesburg.—On 20th November Reuter's Agent reported 
from J ohannesburg that there were several unpleasant incidents there during the 
day and evening in connexion with the Nationalist celebrations to welcome General 
Hertzog on his return from Europe. In the evening a Nationalist meeting at the 
Town Hall occasioned considerable excitement, thousands gathering in the street 
oiitside, signing " Rule Br i t ann ia" and the National Anthem. Several fights 
occurred and the windows of the Nationalist Club were broken. A heavy shower of 
rain put an end to a threatening situation. 

General Hertzog, in his speech at the Town Hall claimed that the cause for which 
he was fighting was the same as that for which his English friends were fighting 
and sooner or later the English would recognize that their present attitude was 
damaging their cause. 
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ADEN. 

Colonel Jacob's Mission-On 18th December Lord A lien by transmitted [No. 1725] 
a telegram from, the Resident at Aden reporting that Colonel Jacob's Mission had 
reached, that place, all well. The Resident went on to say that. Major Meek had 
shown ability, firmness and .tact in very trying circumstances, and he hoped that his 
services would receive recognition ; in which Lord; Allenby said that he concurred. 

The Imam and Bhala-On 10th December the Resident reported [No. 268 A.P.] 
that the Imam claimed suzerainty over Dhala and tire whole of Yemen and that he 
had sent men to establish order. This information was contained in a letter from the 
Imam, to which the Resident proposed to reply that Dhala was in our protectorate in 
accordance with the line settled with the Turkish Government, that we could recognize 
no other influence -within the boundary, and "must therefore request him to withdraw 
immediately. 

EGYPT. 

Al Azhar and Independcncc-On 18th December Lord Allenby telegraphed 
[No. 1727] as follows : - T h  e jRec,tor of Al Azhar, the U!en;ia, and the members of the r

High Council of A t Azhar addressed a letter to me which contains the following 
sentences:— 

(1) The Egyptian nation has agreed to uphold (? accept ing complete indepen
dence, which is a legitimate claim, and has insisted upon continuing to 
claim it by all fair means, but the British Government does not show any 
inclination to acknowledge this claim. 

(2) The undersigned Ulemas of Al Azhar and members of its High Council find 
that the only way for peace (? and) coming to good terms, and for (? the 
mutual) advantage of either side is that the British Government should 
fulfil their promises and announce the complete independence of this 
country. 

An identic fetter has been, sent to the Sultan and the Prime Minister, and has also 
been published in the Press. I saw the Sultan yesterday and, after consultation 
with the Prime Minister, His Highness has to-day seen the religious heads of Al Azhar 
and admonished them in the following sense : — 

Their part is to give instruction, above all in religious matters, and therefore 
they should not intervene in political questions or anything which could disturb the 
public peace. - His Highness disapproves of the course which they have adopted of 
late. 

Trouble with Students.—On 12th December Lord Allenby reported [No. 1702] as 
follows :—Yesterday, owing to a small demonstration of students, molesting some 
native merchants near Al Azhar University who refused to close their shops, 
25 British troops were sent to assist the police. They were stoned on arrival, and the 
students retreated within Al Azhar and stoned the soldiers from inside. A few 
soldiers entered A.z Azhar, but were soon, recalled. Except for the entry of the 
soldiers into Al Azhar, the incident is unimportant, but it is possible some attempt, 
may be made to exploit it politically. 

SUDAN. 

Trouble with the Aliab Tribe.—On 15th December Lord Allenby transmitted 
[No. 1714] the following report received from, the Sirdar : - 1 deeply regret to 
(? inform you that) Major C. H. (?) Stigand, West Kent Regiment, and Major R. F . 
White, Essex Regiment, were killed during an attack by the Aliab Sheikh Dinkas on 
patrol in the Mongolia Province, west of the Nile, near Tom.be, latitude 5' 50" N., 
longitude 3 1 ' 4 5 " E. 

On 30th October, for reasons not yet definitely ascertained, the Aliab suddenly 
(? attack)ed the police post which was established last year to commence adminis
tration. in this district. After repulsing the attack (? post) retired on the river with 
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a loss of one killed. Nine other police and three telegraph linesmen on duty hi the 
district have also been killed. One company of Equatorials was sent immediately to 
reconnoitre. They reported that apparently the whole of the Aliab tribe were 
involved, also.that the Northern Mandri tribe had joined the Aliab, and that other 
Dinkas were restless and waiting to join if the Government showed any sign of weakness 
or delay ; also that the country was difficult to move in owing to long grass and 
the khors being full. Major White, commanding the Equatorial (? battalion), 
was sent with a second company to carry on a more thorough reconnaissance. 
This column found villages (groups omitted) (? Zariba) in considerable force (? :) they 
were repulsed after hand-to-hand lighting. (? Our) losses were seven other ranks 
khTed and nine wounded ; enemy lost heavily. A further (? half) company 
accompanied by Major Stigand, ('? Governor) of the Province, as Political Officer, 
having landed further north, joined Major White (. ?) This force then proceeded to 
clear up the country and to try and get into touch with the enemy. Owing to an 
interruption in telegraph lines no information as to movements of force was received 
till the 13th (? when) a mutilated telegram arrived reporting that on 8th December 
the enemy, numbering about 1,000, had rushed the advance guard column, which was 
marching in open square through thick grass 7 feet high, and had driven it back 
into the square, where hand-to-hand (? fighting) took place in which the two British 
officers already mentioned, one Sudanese officer, 22 other ranks, and three carriers 
were killed, and 18 other ranks and 10 carriers wounded. The attack was repulsed 
in a quarter of an hour and the column withdrew slowly to Tombe, five days' march, 
with all baggage and wounded. 

A considerable number of the enemy followed the column for four days, 
attempting to make a night attack on the night of 8th December, which was driven 
off, but not otherwise interfering with march. 

The senior officer left with column considers that the attack of 8th December was 
(group undecypherable) (? of this) offensive as the column was approaching cattle 
enclosures, 

I am reinforcing the posts on the river and others to the west of the Aliab 
country, but must await further information before deciding on punitive measures, 
which will probably have to be postponed until the end of January, when the grass 
will be sufficiently dry for burning and the country more free of water. 

INDIA. 

Telegraphing on 3rd and 10th December the Viceroy reported as follows :— 
The Hunter Committee.—The evidence in regard to the Lahore disturbances has 

been concluded, and wild comments on General Dyer's evidence have been made in . 
the extremist Press. 

Peace Celebrations.—The opponents of the peace celebrations have established a 
Publicity Board for rousing public opinion against any celebrations, and the move
raent is gaining s t rength; its promoters, however, publicly deprecate either inter
ference with those who may participate or violence of any kind. 

Tilali.—The order of externment made against Tilak by the Punjab Government 
has been cancelled. He is reported to have spoken as follows at a dinner of welcome 
in Bombay :— 

Indians could get justice neither in England nor in India; judges in. both 
countries looking not to justice but to expediency when questions between English
men ami Indians were concerned. Indians would only be able to get justice when 
they bad in their hands the power of extorting it. As to reforms it was the spirit of the 
times, not any political party, that was favourable to them. The Secretary of State's 
aim was to give as little as possible while advertising widely that he was a great 
reformer. Reloms were given to India in pursuance of the game of politics and for 
self-advertisement, not as a matter of right and justice. 

Strike at Gawnpbre.—There has been a general strike in the Cawnpore mills. 
The men at first refused to go back pending the Lieutenant-Governofs visit as they 
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hoped that he would intervene, whilst the employers refused to negotiate unless the 
employees returned to work, but eventually the workmen returned unconditionally. 

Economic Conditions.—On .12th December the Viceroy reported that famine 
operations had been closed in the Deoghar, Bhagalpur, Sadar and Banka sub-divisions, 
in Bihar and Orissa, and in Goomsoor Taluka, and on the Kalikota and Atagada 
estates of the Ganjam district in the Madras Presidency. 

Numbers re l ieved:—Burma: works, 2,700; gratuitous, 100. Bihar and 
Orissa : gratuitous, 450. Feudatory States of Orissa : works, 89 ; gratuitous, 14. 
Hyderabad : works, 8,000; gratuitous, 0,000. Madras: works, 502 ; gratuitous, 2,277. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

Est.ablislim.enl of High-power Radio Station.—On 20th December the Governor-
General telegraphed as follows :—My Ministers represent that this matte)- is one of 
great interest to the Department of Naval. Service in that there is at the present 
moment considerable agitation for the establishment of a high-power radio station on 
the Pacific coast to provide communication, with the Orient, owing to delays on cables. 
Several months ago the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company of Canada, Limited, 
filed an application with that Department for a licence to install and operate a medium 
power station in British Columbia to communicate with the San Francisco station of 
the trans-Pacific chain of their affiliated American Company. This application was 
refused by.the Department of Naval Service on the ground that it merely provided a 
duplication of existing telegraph routes to San. Francisco, and would in no way assist 
in relieving the cable congestion to the. Orient. The Company now advise that they 
propose to file, in the immediate future, an application for a licence to install and operate 
a trans-Pacific station to ; work directly with the corresponding station in Japan and 
it is understood that they are in negotiation with the Government of Japan with a 
view to obtaining a licence for the latter station or, failing this, a working arrange
ment under which the Government of Japan station will handle their traffic. The 
matter of the establishment of a high-power station on the Pacific cost for naval work 
has been before the Department of Naval Service for several years, and the need for 
the same is apparent. The expense, however, of establishing and operating such a 
station is considerable, and unless the station can be used for commercial purposes 
and sufficient revenue messages were in sight to pay the major portion of the 
operating expenses, it would be difficult to justify the necessary expenditure. The 
Department of Naval Service accordingly await with interest the report of the 
Committee; in the meantime they will be glad to know if you are of opinion that 
the Department should refrain from taking action in the matter of granting a licence 
to the Marconi Company pending the receipt of the Oommittee's recommendations. 

Sir Robert Borden.—On 18th December the Director of Information at Ottawa 
telegraphed saying that the announcement of the early retirement of Sir Robert 
Borden from the Premiership of Canada on account of ill-health came as a shock to 
the country, although it was known in inside circles that he was feeling the effects of 
the heavy burdens of the last five years. The Press throughout the Dominion, 
irrespective of party allegiance, pays a high tribute to the character and public 
services of Sir Robert Borden and regrets that he finds it necessary to abandon his 
office. [According to the Press, Sir Robert Borden has since consented to remain in 
office.] 

The Proposed Tariff Inquiry.—The Diiector of Information also reported that 
Sir Henry Dray Ion, K.C., Minister of Finance, had announced that, owing to the 
continuance of "unsettled conditions, the Tariff inquiry, which it had been, the 
Government^ intention to hold before the next session of Parliament, would be 
deferred. 
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AUSTRALIA. 

Wool.—On 18th December the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of 
Australia telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, transmitt ing the 
following message from his Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes : - T h e attention of the 
Commonwealth Government has been directed again to the question of the price of 
Australian wool. The manner in which the price of A ustrahan wool is and has been 
lixed is highly prejudicial to the Australian wool grower and the Commonwealth 
generally. Under the agreement between the British Government and the Common
wealth Government, the'Commonwealth Government is entitled to hall: profits on all 
wools sold for civilian purposes. As you know, the price at which Australian wool is 
sold in much less than the true market value. Auction sales prove this quite clearly. 
It follows from this that your Government, in selling our wool'at less than its value, is 
depriving and has deprived us of millions of money to which \\ e are entitled under 
the agreement. The Commonwealth Government emphatically protests against a 
course which puts millions into the pockets' of the British manufacturer at .the 
expense of the Australian wool grower, and requests (1) either that all sales 
shall.be made by free open auction, or (2) alternatively that we shall be consulted as 
to the issue price. The British Government has no right whatever to sell our wqol 
for less than its market value when under the agreement we are entitled to half 
profits over Is. o\d. May we venture to urge upon you at once the importance and 
urgency,of this matter, and ask you to be good enough to let me have a reply at the 
very earliest convenience. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Strike in Gape Town.—On 20th December the Governor-General of South Africa 
telegraphed as follows:—Yesterday I was visited by General Smuts, who came in 
regard to the situation at Cape Town, which is serious. All the coloured workmen 
and dock hands are out on strike and, since they refuse to handle foodstuffs while the 
cost of living remains so high, the shipping is held up. 

It is hard to say how the strike may develop. The Cape Town poliqe authorities 
expect that serious disturbances may take place with which it may not be possible 
for them to cope. They are anxious to be able to rely on military assistance if 
necessary. 

In order to avoid any intervention of the Imperial authorities in a matter which 
is purely one of law and order in the Union of South Africa and not [ ? ], and seeing 
that the garrison battalion is entirely composed of South African troops, my Ministers 
have proposed, in a minute, that the battalion should be placed temporarily at the 
disposal and under the command of the Union District Staff Officer in the event of 
its being required to help the civil authorities in the maintenance of law and order. 

I discussed the srrbject with the Prime Minister and, being in agreement with 
his views communicated with the General Officer Commanding. The General Officer 
Commanding now informs me that he sees no objection to the proposal as a temporary 
expedient, and that he has placed the battalion under the orders of the District Staff 
Officer, the rest of the garrison remaining under his command. 

The Future of South Africa.—Renter's agent reported from Zeerust, on 
3rd December, that General Smuts, who was visiting the West Transvaal, in the 
course of a speech that day, had said that undoubtedly it would not be long before 
the Union had its own flag, approved by all sections of the population. Be urged 
that capital should be utilized for development and not for wasteful military measures. 
" T h e British Empire," the General added, " a s the strongest organization in the 
world, affords us protection which is the best possible insurance. South Africa ought 
to establish her independence materially, socially, financially, economically and 
industrially." 

Racialism.-Renter's agent telegraphed from Pretoria, on 1st December, as 
follows :—Work on the new buildings of the Buxton Hostel for the accommodation of 
students attending the Transvaal University College has already begun, and will be 
completed in June. His Excellency the Governor-General visiting the hostel praised 
the work which Mr. Justice Bristowe had clone for the institution, which had probably 
been so successful because it was neither a racial nor a denominational establishment. 
Unfortunately, His Excellency added, the racial question was still a serious one in 
South Africa, and it might occasion some slight trouble in the future, but he was 
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confident that the Union would increase in prosperity and eventually become a happy 
and contented land. 

Nationaluts and Separatism.—The following message was sent by ReuteFs Cape 
Town agent on 29th November, but it has been delayed, in t r a n s m i s s i o n : - ' 

An interesting feature of the recent political situation was the defence by General 
Hertzog of Bolshevism, which he defined as " the desire of the people to rule them
selves and not to be ruled by others." 

General Smuts, in the course of a speech made in Johannesburg yesterday 
evening, said that, if General Hertzog defended Bolshevism, he did not know what 
he was doing. From what he had seen, General Smuts feared that the Nationalists 
were rapidly becoming a Bolshevist Party, " showing a spirit of insubordination, 
indiscipline and defiance of all authority, which boded ill for the people of this 
country." 

In view of General Smuts' assertion that the Nationalists were abandoning the 
Republican movement, particular interest attaches to the correspondence recently 
exchanged between Professor Fremantle, Vice-Chairman of the Cape Nationalist 
Party, and General Hertzog. The former asked General Hertzog whether, in accord
ance with the new article in the Nationalist amended programme (which laid down 
that the existing relationship with the Union of South Africa and the United Kingdom 
was recognized, but that the ultimate destiny and aim of the people of the Union 
must be full freedom and sovereign independence) the party is a Republican, that is 
to say, a separatist party, and "if the people become satisfied with' membership in the 
Empire without subordination or curtailment of their freedom, will it be inconsistent 
with the new article to accept the position? " 

General Hertzog replied : " There can be no doubt that the vast majority of the 
party is Republican, but Republicanism, as a party principle binding on every 
member, is no principle of the party. It is free for any member of the party to adopt 
an attitude of watching events, both in regard to the form of our future government 
and the question of membership of the Empire." 

New Veterinary College.—Telegraphing from Pretoria on 2nd December ReuteFs 
agent reported that farmers throughout the Union had latterly been complaining of 
a serious shortage of veterinary surgeons, ft was now understood that the Govern
ment intended to establish a College of Veterinary Science, the first principal of 
which will be Sir Arnold Theiler, a former director of the Veterinary Research Branch 
of the Union Department of Agriculture. The new institution would form an integral, 
part of the Transvaal University College. 

A7ata7. Elections.—It is announced that at the forthcoming elections the Nationalists 
intend to contest every seat in Natal. The Nationalists hitherto have never been 
represented in this province. 

German Interests in the Otavi Mine and Railway Company.—On 13th December 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General of the 
Union of South Africa as follows :— 

The Board of Trade learn that various groups, some not being British, are 
showing marked interest in the disposal of the German interests in the Otavi Mine 
and Railway Company, and it is likely that their representatives will approach your 
Government. 

The Board of Trade realize that the decision rests with the Union Government 
entirely, but they hope that in considering the question of the disposal of the 
Company's mining undertaking the Union Government will take into account the 
great advantage which, in view of the small production of copper ore and the still 
smaller amount of smelting within the Empire at present, would accrue if arrange
ments could be made to secure that the purchasers are British and that the ore 
production will be treated within the British Empire. It is understood that a substantial 
group in which British interests would exercise effective control would be prepared 
to take over the German interests. I should be glad, to learn the views of your 
Ministers. 
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GENERAL. 

[These two paragraphs are taken from the Report on the Labour Situation issued 
by the Ministry of Labour for the fortnight ending 31st December 1919.] 

Ireland, Egypt and India.—Recent events in Ireland and Egypt, together with 
the reports of the evidence heard by Lord Hunter 's enquiry into the Punjab riots 
arouse voluminous discussion. The general opinion is that these events have openly 
exposed the barbarity of Imperialism. The New Statesman argues that the British 
public cannot escape its responsibility in the matter of Amritsar by denouncing 
General Dyer as a criminal. The essential and governing fact is that the British 
administration in India is attempting to rule a number of nations against their will. 
Recourse to force is a necessary corollary of our failure to introduce democratic insti
tutions concurrently with the spread of democratic ideas. The Labour Leader and 
the Bradford Pioneer strongly emphasize the usual Independent Labour Party moral 
that the British people are themselves responsible in so far as they permit the men 
who pursue a criminal policy to remain, in power; and Messrs. Ramsay Macdonald 
and William Stewart in Forward reason in the same strain, that the only solution is 
for the people to change their government and to change their own spirit by voting-
Independent Labour Party. The Gall, on the other hand, calls upon the workers to 
repudiate all responsibility for Imperial policy, which" represses their own freedom as 
much as that of subject races and believes that British capitalism itself is in too 
precarious a condition to endure the " White man's burden." The Workers' Dread
nought welcomes the report that an Indian Bolshevik Commission has reached Samara 
to enter into relations with Soviet Russia, and suggests that western capitalist 
militarism is the one obstacle to the spread of Soviet government in the East. 

The General Labour Situation.—The general situation in the past two weeks, as 
is usual at this time of the year, has been on the whole uneventful. Labour propa
ganda has been interrupted by the holiday season, and though a few meetings have 
been held in connexion with the campaign for the nationalization of the mines, and 
with regard to the new scheme of railway control, nothing of note has been either said 
or done. A number of disputes have occurred, but these have been sectional in extent 
and minor in importance. As d result of the good offices of the Ministry of Labour 
and the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress, there is hope that 
the ironmoulders' strike may be settled at an early date. The growing tendency, to 
which attention has previously been drawn in this Report, to negotiate rather than 
strike on important national matters, has received further confirmation in the decision 
of both parties to refer the national demands of the Transport Workers' Federation for 
a 16s. per day minimum wage for dockers and waterside workers to a Court of 
Enquiry. Several demonstrations of unemployed, in various provincial towns have 
taken place, and there is evidence of increasing discontent among ex-Service men, 
chiefly on the.ground of unemployment and the high cost of living. 

CROWN COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &C. 

SUDAN. 

The Wadai-Darfour Convention.— On 22nd December Lord Curzon telegraphed 
[No. 1370] to Lord Allenby for information on the following point : - T h  e French 
Ambassador states that the Sudanese Government have occupied Massalit before the 
ratification of the Wadai-Darfour Convention of 8th September. Please ascertain if 
this is the case. 

The Convention contains no' provision for the exchange of ratifications, and 
presumably is already effective. This point is being taken up with the Ambassador, 
but in the meantime further advance had better be postponed. 

Lord Allenby sent [No. 1767] the following reply on 29th D e c e m b e r : - N o 
advance has been made into Massalit, although the Sultan has urgently requested that 
we should occupy it, which he has been informed -we cannot do at present. The only 



(?. incident) which could have given colour to the French statement is that the British 
officer at Kereinik, which has been occupied for the last two years, went to die French 
post at Ad re with 15 rank and file, to re turn the visit paid him by the French 
Commandant Wufmser and, on his return, did not proceed (? via) the route taken in 
going, but made a detour northwards. On the other hand, the French have occupied 
part of the country claimed by Taaisha (? and have) (? hoisted) (? their) flag at 
(Jmdefog, presumably on the ground that it lies south of the eleventh parallel and 
west of the Nile (?) Share watershed, there being no Nile-Congo watershed north -of 
the Bahr-el-Gazal Province boundary. As it is impossible to say whether this 
-country will fall to the French or to us, until the frontier is delimited, i suggest that 
the French be asked not to occupy any country not already in their occupation until 
the boundary is settled. As my Despatch No. 68 of 4th December clearly shows, the 
Sudan Government has no intention of taking any act-ion with regard to the 
Convention until authorized to (-? do so). 

ADEN. 

The Imam,—The Resident at Aden reported to Cairo on .19th, 22nd, 29th and 
31st December [A.P. 276, 277, 279, and 281, repeated to -Foreign Office unnumbered] 
as follows :—The Imands Zaidi troops were steadily absorbing more territory inside 
our border, and so threatening the flank of our advance on Dhala. Some of our 
tribes were showing resistance and were being helped with ammunition; they 
expected, however, the fulfilment of our treaty promises, and in particular asked to 
he protected by troops. The Resident said that in a few days' time he should 
move 300 men to Nobat Dakim to induce confidence and to act as a backing to 
the tribes, but the situation could not be restored until a column moved into the 
hills. 

A telegram had been received from Major Meek, urging the necessity of an 
early settlement of our policy in Tehama, and advocating the claims of the Iclrisi ; 
the Resident quite agreed, but understood that nothing could be done until after 
the settlement of the peace terms with Turkey. He thought that the Imam hoped 
that when the settlement came possession would be regarded as a right. 

The Resident said that he had received letters from the Imam, who in one 
of them, couched in a friendly tone, repeated that Dhala continued to be occupied 
by his troops in virtue of his orders. He expressed a wish for a general 
discussion of affaire, and suggested that Colonel Jacob should pay him a visit, 
to which the Resident had replied that such a discussion could only take place after a 
complete evacuation of the Protectorate. -

MESOPOTAMIA. 

Deir-ez-Zor.—On 19th December [No. 1318] Lord Curzon instructed Lord Derby 
to inform Emir Feisal without delay that the Deir-ez-Zor incident was regarded with 
the utmost seriousness, and to call upon him to issue immediate orders for the with
drawal of his forces. Otherwise His Majesty's Government could not be responsible, 
for the consequences, which might be very grave. 

INDIA. 

Telegraphing on the 19th December, the Viceroy reported as follows : — 
The Congress.—The movement of the Moderates to hold a separate Congress is 

gaining strength. The invitation of Swami Snadanaud, the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, to the Moderates to participate in the Amritsar Congress has not met with 
a favourable response. 

Re forms.— Public opinion is generally favourable and the Moderate papers are 
urging the necessity of co-operation, but the extremist organs are now definitely 
hostile. 

The Hunter Committee.—The enquiry into the disturbances at Gujranwala has 
been completed. The Press has commented bitterly on the use of aeroplanes, but , 
except in the extremist organs, interest in the proceedings is flagging. 



:".:,:Peace Gelebrations.-In spite of great efforts on the part of the;Publicity. Board,, 
established by extreme opponents of celebration, and messages from...eminent 
extremists, the celebrations,passed off successfully as far as present information goes,; 
all through we relied on ,the .gpod,.sejise of; ,$ie -Moderates,official interference, with 
extremist opposition being everywhere carefully avoided. 

East Indian Railway Strike.'—-Employees of the East Indian Railway Company,, 
numbering 20,000, have been, on strike, but there have been no untoward incidents. 

Rouble Notes.—An Ordinance making the possession of rouble notes illegal, 
except for a period of grace of six weeks from the date of the Ordinance to protect 
innocent holders, has been promulgated. It has met with opposition from the Bombay 
Indian Chamber of Commerce and is criticized in Peshawar, but elsewhere it has not 
attracted, attention. , The object of the Ordinance is to check Bolshevik propaganda,
and this has been explained to the public. 

The Afghan desire for a Gonsul-General in Peshawar.—[B.E.R. vi., 4]. On 24th 
December the Viceroy reported [No. 1752 S.] -that a reply to the Foreign Secretary's 
letter had been received from Mahmud Tarzi. In this he pointed out that the old 
custom was to appoint Afghan agents without the preliminary sanction of the Home 
Government, though he admitted the correctness of the statement that its prior 
sanction was necessary for the creation of consular posts. He agreed, too, that the 
matter must be postponed until after the discussion of the friendship treaty, at the 
same time, emphasizing the need of some Afghan agent at Peshawar, whence all 
necessaries of life from abroad went to Cabul. 

-. Economic Conditions.—Referring to his telegram dated 12th December (B.K.R. 
vii., page 4), the Viceroy reported on 19th December that relief works in the Thaton 
district of Burma had been practically stopped, and that famine operations in the 
Hutta Birioi and Palur estates of the Ganjam district in Madras Presidency had been 
closed. 

Numbers relieved :—Burma : works, 2,700 ; gratuitous, 100. Feudatory States of 
Orissa: works, 1,216; gratuitous, not reported. Hyderabad: works, 8,000; 
gratuitous, 3,000. Madras': works, 297 ; gratuitous, 2,212. 

In a later telegram, dated 2nd Jannary, the Viceroy further reported that, in 
Hyderabad the situation was pot yet satisfactory, although famine distress was 
confined to a few Talukas only. 

Numbers relieved : - B u r m a : works, 2;700 ; gratuitous, not reported. Hydera-' 
b a d : works, 7,000 ;. gratuitous, 2,000. Madras: works, not reported; gratuitous, 
incomplete figures, 48. 

- In continuation of these reports, the Viceroy telegraphed on 26th December that 
there was marked abatement in the distress in Hyderabad where Takavi advances had 
been stopped. 

Numbers rel ieved:—Burma: works, 2,700; gratuitous, 100. Feudatory States 
of Orissa: report not received. . Hyderabad : works, 7,000; gratuitous, 3,000. 
-Madras : works, 197 ; gratuitous, 174. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

The Admiralty Offer of Warships-On the 23rd December, the Governor-
General telegraphed as follows :— 

Admiral Jellicoe has given my advisers to understand that the Admiralty are 
prepared to offer a number of various classes of warships to the Dominions as a "gift. 
He states that application for vessels, which include a l i g h t cruiser of the " Bristol" 
type, a-flotilla leader, four " M  " class destroyers, eight " P.C." or " P .  " boats, and six 
"  0 " class.submarines, must be juade before. 31st. January 1920. -,.Is it possible-for 
the Admiralty to extend the date of application for these vessels until .15th March, as 
the Canadian Parliament does not meet until 20th February and the approval of 
Parliament would be required for acquisition of the vessels named ? 



Sir Robert Borden.- -[13. ICR. vii . ,4.1. On 18th December the Director of Informa-" 
tion reported that Sir Robert Borden would retain the Premiership of the Dominion 
and early in January would leave on-a long holiday so that, relieved from the cares 
of office, he might recover his health. The political situation, which had; been touch 
disturbed by the report of his retirement, had settled down. 

Revenue and Exchange.—On 18th December the Director of Information reported 
that the revenue of the Dominion for. November was 131,600,000, which was 
$2,000,000 ahead of that for November 1918; and that the total Federal revenue to 
date for this year was $25,000,000 in excess of the amount received during the 
saine period.Of last year. Much comment and concern, however, was caused by the 
rate of exchange with the United States,'which was 10 per cent, against the Dominion. 
In the previous week $20,000,000 in gold had been forwarded to the United States 
from Ottawa. 

AUSTRALIA. 
-Wool.—On 30th December the Secretary of State for the'-Colonies telegraphed 

to the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia the following message :— 
The selling price of Australian wool has had the earnest attention of His Majesty's 

Government. It is fully understood that the Commonwealth Government is entitled 
to half the profits realized on all wool taken over by His Majesty's Government under 
three successive contracts. I t is also understood that it was part of the last contract, 
concluded June 1918, that the Bradford issue prices for civilian wool should be 
revised from time to time, in consultation with the Commonwealth Government. 
Frequent and full consultation regarding the method of disposing of Australian wool, 
has been carried on between the Director of Raw Materials, on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government, and. the" Central Wool Committee, appointed by the Commonwealth 
Government to administer the wool purchase account. Thus, it was agreed in March 
last that from 1st April until 30th November Australian wool should be disposed of 
for civilian purposes by a dual system of issues at Bradford issue prices, and through 
auction sales carried on simultaneously. The quantity since issued to British 
manufacturers, at the issue prices agreed upon with the Central Wool Committee, is 
about 450,000 bales. Wool sold by auction to the highest bidder is about 1,400,000 
bales. Sales to Allied Governments at issue prices are about 250,000 bales. All 
issues of wool at fixed prices totally ceased 30th November, with the possible 
exception of a supply to the devastated provinces of France, discussed with the 
Commonwealth authorities by the special French Mission 12 months ago, the full 
position as to which is detailed in a letter to the Central Wool Committee dated 
28th October. His Majesty's Government have every intention of complying with 
the spirit and the letter of the contract with the Commonwealth Government, which 
will work out very profitably for the sheep farmers, who will get their agreed share 
of the fullest auction value of practically the whole of the 1918-19 and 1919-20 clips. 
It is true that the issue prices fixed for the period between April and November 
have turned out considerably below the market value, but the difficulty of appreciating 
the conditions beforehand is shown by the fact that two months after the revised 
issue prices were fixed with the consent of the Central Wool Committee the Common
wealth Government protested against the cancelment of the contract for wool with 
the United States, dated November 1918, at Bradford issue prices. The Commonwealth 
Government considered the cancelment disadvantageous, but on the contrary, owing 
to the unexpected rise in world values the United States merchants are now paying 
in some cases nearly double the price for wool thus released. 

The Admiralty Offer of Warships.—On 25th December the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies received the following message, transmitted by the Governor-General 
of the Commonwealth of Australia :— 

With reference to your telegram of 28th November, regarding the offer of surplus 
warships, the Commonwealth Government hopes to be able to communicate its decision 
early in the New Year. 

NEW ZEALAND. 
The Admiralty Offer of Warships.-0n 26th December the Governor-General of 

New Zealand telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,as follows :— 
My Government, following the advice of Lord Jellicoe, wish to acquire eight 

" P.G." class torpedo craft, and six " E " class submarines from the Admiralty, of a date 
7 - 2 B 



later than 191.4. It is requested, as. New Zeakud is not yet ready to take over these 
vessels, that, they' may be retained at aiiy of .the IJonie dockyards or potts, with a 
maintenance and pare party of sufficient ratings and ranks to keep them in a state of 
efficiency until requiredi the-cost of their upkeep, wages of crew, being borne by 
the.Government of New Zealand; I t is;understood that H.M.S. Chatham has;.been 
earmarked for New Zealand,"'and'it is requested,if this issO, that a 'sui table date be 
suggested from which the vessel, should be taken over. The above is in reply to your 
telegram of 5th December, and, is based on the assumption that the vessels are intended 
as gifts to the Government of.New Zealand. 

In connection., with the foregoing the Governor-General telegraphed -on 
29th December the following message :— 

Please take no action, pending further consideration by my Government of your 
telegram of 1st December, with reference to \\.MB. Chatham. At their first meeting 
in the New Year the Cabinet expects to arrive at a definite decision in the matter. 

Liquor Laws.—Telegraphing on 6th January the Governor-General reported 
that with regard to the elections, although the returns were not yet quite complete, 
it was now practically certain that prohibition would be defeated by a small majority, 
and that the present licensing system would remain unchanged. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Congress of the South African Party : Important Speeches by General Smuts.— 
ReuteFs agent reported from Bloemfontein, on 11th December, as follows :— 

Addressing the Congress of the South African Party of the whole Union which 
was opened here to-day, General Smuts made an important speech. At the outset 
the South African Prime Minister affirmed that there were three reasons for his 
objecting to the Nationalist secession movement, namely:— 

(I) General Hertzog's treatment of the Constitution as a " scrap of paper " was 
bound to inflame the new population against the old ; 

(2) It was not for the Nationalists to break the grand pact upon which the 
Constitution rested; 

(3) The Nationalist movement was unnecessary, inasmuch as those conducting 
it were fighting against the British Empire which ceased to exist on 
-jlh August 19,14, and the South,Africans were now masters of their own 
fate, both internally and externally, in war time and in peace time. 

Proceeding to explain his programme, General Smuts announced the development 
of the Governments native policy, including the establishment of a permanent 
Council to advise the Prime Minister on native affairs. He declared himself in 
favour of the retention of the Provincial Council system which, taken all in all, 
had been successful. He foreshadowed vast irrigation works, the electrification of 
the railways and great industrial development, and/reaffirmed that the South African 
Party would go to the elections standing on their own legs, for they could not join the 
Nationalists. 

The Unionist Party's conditions for amalgamation were, he added, unacceptable, 
while between the South African and the Labour Parties there was a wide difference 
of principle. . 

General Smuts, in conclusion, appealed to all Moderates to support him. The 
times were critical, he declared, and he therefore appealed to the country on the 
strength of his own and the Governments record. 

Referring to the cost of living, General Smuts said that the Government were 
tackling the question, in all earnestness. Dealing with the influence of the currency 
question On. the cost of living, he declared that their position was most healthy. The 
paper circulation of 7,000,000/. was safeguarded by a reserve of 6,000,0001. in gold 
and approximately 1,000,000Z. in silver. 

As regarded the Asiatic question, General Smuts declared, that a fresh invasion 
had been stopped, but a new danger had arisen especially in connexion with trade, 
and steps would have to be taken, but he deprecated any ill-considered action which 
might easily lead to worse difficulties. They should await tlie investigations of the 
Committee shortly, to be appointed in accordance with the promise of the Acting 
Premier to the Anti-Asiatic League. ' ,.; 

General Smuts foreshadowed a general election in April or May next year. 



.' Telegraphing again oh .12th December, ReuteFs agent reported as follows.;-. . . . 
At yesterdays closiiigsession, .ol the ;South African. Party, Cooference, General 

-Smuts, speaking of the chances.of the South African Party at the forthcoming elections, 
said,he anticipated'an.improvement;in their, position in the Transvaal,,no change in 
the Free State and perhaps ah improvement in Natal, -while;-as.regards the Gape.he 
thought it might prove to lie tile main battlefield. He hoped, however, that the 
people of the Gape would be true to their traditions of order and good government, 
and remember the lessons of the, great dan Hofmeyr. General Smuts mentioned, 
inter alia, that the new colour of the uniform of the South African Defence Force 
would not be khaki but one which would command the support of all sections of the 
community. 

Resolutions of the Congress.—Renter's agent reported oil 12th December that the 
Co tigress of the South African. Party had that day adopted two important resolutions. 
The first resolution, which was carried by 76 votes to 56, was in. favour of woman 
suffrage, and the second, which was passed almost unanimously, was in favour of 
election to the Senate by popular vote. 

Speech by Sir Thomas Smartt.—ReuteFs agent telegraphed from Capetown on 
22nd December as follows : — 

Speaking to-night at a most representative meeting of leading Unionists in 
Capetown, Sir Thomas Smartt delivered what he described as a tnunpet-cali to 
Unionists on the eve of the general election. 

Mr. dagger, who presided, predicted that the election would be held in March or 
April. The proceedings were marked by much enthusiasm. Sir Thomas Smartt 
detailed the main points of the Unionist programme, and said now was the time for 
the Unionist Party to carry on as an opposition untrammelled in any way. Although 
he had believed in the advisability of amalgamation so as to give a fresh start to 
South Africa, he affirmed amid loud applause that no catch-vote in Parliament could 
ever sever the connexion between Great Britain and the Union. Sir Thomas made a 
fervent appeal to Soutli Africa to take a fair share in the upkeep of the British Navy 
which,had protected the whole world. 

The Opposition loadeFs speech was mainly devoted to domestic matters—the 
Party's policy on the cost of living, the control of rents and housing accommodation.' 
Regarding the last, he advocated a Government loan and urged the Government to do 
everything for the contentment of the people. In an eloquent peroration he asserted 
the absolute necessity of securing good settlers. Replying to criticisms of Lord 
MilneFs scheme, he said that Lord MihieFs settlers started in drought. It was true 
that a few failed, but the others had revolutionized agricultural development in the 
Free State, The more they could place, on the land the better. Sir Thomas strongly 
claimed that the Union was the real democratic party in which the real working man 
should sit.  . . . 

South African Labour Disputes.—ReuteFs agent reported from Capetown on 
28th December that the dock strike, which began on the 17 th instant, as a protest 
against the exportation of foodstuffs from South Africa, and which threatened at one 
time to develop into a general strike, had been called off by the Strike Committee on 
the ground of lack of support from the Railwaymen's Union and the Federation of 
Trades. 

In regard to this strike, Lord Buxton, telegraphing on 29th December, said, that 
at first the situation looked ugly, but the arrangements which had been made for 
dealing with the matter had proved satisfactory. 

South Afrieato import Wheal Flour ih its own Ships.-—ReuteFs agent telegraphed 
from Pretoria on 11th December as follows :— 

The Union Government, as a result of representations, has decided in the event 
of freight space being unobtainable for the importation of wheat flour from Australia 
during the present shortage in South Africa, to use its own ships as far as is practicable 
on condition that the saving of freight thus effected is applied for the benefit of the 
public by the reduction of the price of commodities. The Government is also 
substantially reducing for the time being railway rates for imported wheat flour. 

Aerial Communications.—The Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary.of 
State for the Colonies on. 5th January, that General Smuts was willing to grant a 
prize for immediate competition for a flight from London or Cairo to the Cape, but 



wished to ascertain General Sykes' view as to what would be a fair amount to
offer for a prize. South Africa was more interested in the Cairo to the Cape part 
of the flight. 

Indian Properly Oimership.—On 6th January the Secretary of State for' the-
Colonies telegraphed the following message to the Governor-General of the Union of 
South. Africa:— 

The Government of India has received a telegram from the Transvaal British 
Indian Association protesting against (1) the judgment of the magistrate, under 
Transvaal Ordinance 9 of 1912, sections 90 and 91, upholding the contention of the 
Municipality as to the undesirability of Indians, and (2) the judgment of the Provincial. 
Court in the case of the Krugersdorp Municipality v. Naidoo, declaring the 
acquisition of land by Indian companies illegal. ' If it is correct that rights, 
acquired by Indian controlled companies in the Transvaal, even before 1st May last,, 
have now been held to be illegal, the Indian Government hope that no further action 
adverse to Indian interests will be taken, at any rate until the report of the Corn
mission to inquire into the holding of property and trading licences by Asiatics has 
been received. The Secretary of State for India associates himself with this hope, 
and represents the necessity of finding some means of protecting rights to property 
ownership acquired before 1st May 1919, by Indians, as companies acting in good 
faith, and as he understands, on the strength of rulings previously given by the 
Courts, to the effect that the provision of Law 3 of 1885, did not prohibit such 
ownership. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Export of Iron Ore.—On 3rd January the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
telegraphed to the Governor of Newfoundland, with reference to his confidential 
Despatch of 27th September 1918, as follows : — 

It appears from Press announcements that an increase of export duty on iron ore 
-from Bell Island mines is contemplated by the Government of Newfoundland. In this 
connexion, His Majesty's Government have been considering suggesting to the 
Government of Newfoundland that it might be possible in view of the expiration of 
the agreements contained in Newfoundland Statutes, 10 Edward VII., Chapters 26 and 
27, to discourage the diversion of this ore from Empire industries, by imposition of a 
differential duty on the export of this ore, if sent outside the Empire for smelting, 
either by lowering the duty on the exports to British destinations, or by raising 
the duty on the exports to foreign countries, or both. In the Federated Malay 
States and Nigeria, duty of this kind has been imposed on the exports of tin 
ore, and in West Africa on palm kernels. 1 should be glad of the views of your 
Ministers on the suggestion given above. 
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INDIA. 

Policy of the Indian Government in regard to the Amir.—Ori 9tli December tbe 
Amir wrote a letter to His Majesty tbe King. The Indian Government asked for 
instructions with regard to the sending of a reply, and submitted reasons why, in view 
of existing circumstances, this should be held up for the present; and on 7th January 
the Secretary of State informed the Viceroy that he concurred in this view. 

The Amir also addressed a letter to the Viceroy; and, after some discussion of 
the situation, on 15th January the Secretary of State telegraphed his approval of a 
draft reply, of which what follows is a summary : — 

"No suggestion regarding the management of our tribes can be permitted, we 
must deal with them at our own time and in our own way. This was announced by 
Mr. Grant at Rawalpindi, and the request for a.cessation of hostilities against our tribes 
went to show that v\li Ahmad had failed to explain to him the purport of that 
announcement. The . present operations against the Waziristan tribes (who had 
persisted in rebellious conduct) would continue until they had not only received 
punishment, but had given guarantees. As to the desired minor frontier readjustments, 
the discussion of them could not take place until the time had come for the negotiation 
of a friendship treaty. -

The Amir is then asked to reflect on his position in regard to Mr. Gran t s 
stipulations regarding his conduct of foreign relations. The first use Afghanistan had 
made of its freedom in the matter of those relations was to send Missions to and 
admit Missions from the Bolsheviks, whose bitter hostility towards all forms of civilized 
government in Europe or Asia was such that no civilized country would admit their 
representatives. The Afghan Consul-General at Tashkend had published violent 
articles against Great Britain; whilst the Afghan Mission to Moscow had proclaimed 
its hatred for the British and its admiration for the Bolsheviks, who were assembling 
trained agitators in Central Asia, with the object of making trouble in India, and who 
constantly proclaimed that the condition of their friendship was hostility to Britain. 
The Viceroy asked whether the demonstrative friendship of Afghanistan for these 
people must not make it very difficult for Great Britain to believe that her friendship 
was really desired. In addition to this marked friendship for the Bolsheviks, Indian 
seditionists—for example, Obeidulla---had been allowed to remain in Afghanistan. 

I Further the Amir was reported not only to have received and interviewed a large 
number of.our tribesmen, but to have praised and rewarded them for having fought 
against us. Certainly the intrigues with the tribes had continued ; the presence 
and activity of Shah Daula at Wano was evidence of this, and from the sending of 
rations and money from Afghanistan it seemed that he had official support. Reports 
too had been scattered about the border to the effect that there was only a six months ' 
truce, at the end of which the Amir would demand that the British should retire to 
the Indus. 

The Viceroy goes on to say that he is sure ,the Amir must "recognize that he has 
not carried out his engagements, and so has made it difficult for the British Govern
ment at the present moment to contemplate negotiations for a permanent treaty 
of friendship. Recognizing, however, that misunderstandings may have arisen, 
the best means of discovering and clearing them away would be a full and frank 
discussion by word of mouth. Such a discussion would aim at a real examination of 
any existing obstacle to a good understanding, and the preparation of a firm 
foundation for a treaty of friendship at some future date. 

Another Letter from the Amir.—On 6th January the Viceroy reported [No. 26 S. j 
that he had received a very friendly letter from the Amir. This letter was dated 
27th December, and in it the Amir again expressed his hope for a durable friendship,, 
and thanked him for the good treatment of the Afghan envoy. 

Mahmud Tarsi and the Ordinance regarding Rouble Notes.—The Viceroy also
reported [No. 26 S.] that on 27th December Malmiud Tarsi, the Afghan Foreign 
Minister, had written to the Foreign Secretary, in regard .to.the^Or.dinance prohibiting 
the possession of rouble.notes.. He expatiated on the loss which would thereby be 
entailed on Afghan merchants, and suggested the devising of some better arrange
ment, so thai the minds of merchants and capitalists might be set.at rest. 



The Kings Proclamation.—On 30th December a telegram was received from the' 
Viceroy reporting that His Majesty's Proclamation had been hailed with joy in Bengal 
by all sections of the people, Europeans and Indians, Moderates and Extremists. The 
morning papers had received it with enthusiasm, and expressed the' united feeling of 
-common devotion to the Throne. The Madras New India described the Proclamation 
as a political document of the highest value which would take precedence of every 
other in their history. The Bombay Chronicle and the Times of India both pleaded 
for the widest possible amnesty. The Leader in the United Provinces considered 
the Proclamation the most momentous document in British Indian history. The 
Independent described it as a message of hope and endeavour to the people of 
India, and as a link in the golden chain that connected India and England. The 
Tribune of Lahore applauded the Proclamation as not only carrying the charter of 
Indian liberties further than the Proclamation of 1S58 and all. subsequent Proclama
tions, but as representing the substantial fulfilment of what was contained in them. 
The Press almost unanimously .welcomed the terms, and urged all Extremists, 
Moderates and officials, Indians and Europeans, to co-operate loyally for the success 
of the new era. Pandit Moti Lai Nehru, when opening the Congress at Amritsar, 
gratefully referred to the Royal Proclamation, urged the Congress to convey to His 
Majesty its sincere homage and humble appreciation of the Royal benevolence in a 
befitting manner, and to give a hearty welcome to the Prince of Wales. I t is under
stood that the Committee of Congress has, after a prolonged discussion, decided to 
accord the grateful thanks of the Congress to His Majesty for his gracious message. 
The clauses of the Proclamation are still being discussed. Disappointment is felt at 
the omission of an expression of sympathy with the Punjab sufferers, and a resolution 
enumerating points of omission is being framed for approval. B. G-. Tilak, president 
of the Indian Home Rule League, wires :—" Please convey to His Majesty the grateful 
and loyal thanks of the Indian Home Ride League and the people of India for the 
Proclamation and amnesty, and assure him of its responsible co-operation." 

At the conclusion of the presidential address of the Moslem League a resolution 
conveying grateful thanks to His Majesty for his gracious Proclamation was put from 
the chair and carried. 

A telegram was received from the Viceroy on Sth January reporting as follows :— 
Hunter Committee.—This has not been sitting during the Christinas holidays. 

In the Press, interest has centred on the Royal Proclamation. 

Congress at Amritsar.—No detailed reports have been received. When it 
reassembled- resolutions were passed (1) endorsing the action of the Congress 
Sub-Committee for non-participation in the Committee; and (2) while recognizing 
the great provocation which led to the sudden outbursts of mob frenzy, regretting 
and condemning the excesses committed in Punjab and Gujurat. The prominent 
speakers were Chakravarti Ghandi, B. 0 . Pal and Swami Shardanand. 

All-India Moderate Congress at Calcutta.—Sir Siraswamy Aiyar, in his presidential 
address, said that profound gratitude was due to all who had laboured to place the 
Reforms Act on the Statute Book. - The country was deeply moved by the gracious 
Proclamation, and India was profoundly grateful to His Majesty for this exercise 
of Royal clemency and his desire, to inaugurate reforms in an atmosphere of general 
goodwill and harmony. The Reforms Scheme, was a decided advance, and there was. 
no justification or need for belittling what had been granted. If they turned their 
attention to the constructive task lying before them and worked for the success of 
reforms, they need have no fear that the next instalment would be delayed by the 
British nation. He strongly condemned the Punjab occurrences in view of recent
evidence before the Committee, and hoped that reparation would be made and the; 
officials who had acted unreasonably be brought to justice. He claimed that Indians 
should be freely admitted to employment in all arms for the defence of the country 
(including the artillery, the Navy and the Air Force), with an immediate organization, 
of a territorial army. . . 

Moslem League-Ainritsar.-Hakim Ajmal Khan, President, reviewed the unrest 
and the repression of the Delhi-Punjab disturbances. He severely, criticised. 0'Dwyei-. 
As to reforms, he urged the continuance of the-constitutional struggle and united 
-efforts to make'the reforms a success. He pleaded for the consolidation of H i n d u -
Moslem unity, and, citing religious authorities wild supported substitutive sacrifices 



of' other ianimals for cows, urged the immediate -contraction of, the' cow killing areas, 
particularly the holy cities of the Hindus, and advised propaganda work by the-
League and the Caliphate Committee. In regard to the -Ottoman Empire, the 
Caliphate and the Holy Places, he said that Moslems could not forget that over the
lands in which the Holy Places were situated, none but a Moslem-.'could "have, any 
semblance. of right to mandatory or other rule. Trampling on Moslem sentiments, 
wotdd mean the permanent unrest of the entire Moslem world and the awakening of 
unfriendly feelings in unobtrusive people. He criticized the Anglo-Persian Agreement 
as the last straw on the load of Indian Moslem anxiety, and described Persia as t h e 
Egypt of Asia, which would cease to have any conception of political liberty. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

Participation in a Scheme of;Belief for Austria.—On 7th January the Secretary 
of . State for the Colonies telegraphed to the Govern or-General as f o l l o w s : - I t i s 
considered that any assistance from Canada in the financing of supplies procurable 
there, for Austria and possibly other countries in need of relief, would be of the 
utmost value, and accordingly it is suggested that the Canadian Government should 
join -with His Majesty's Government and the Government of the United States of 
America in any considered scheme for the joint provision of credits, which may 
eventuate as the result of representations made by His Majesty's Government to the 
United States Government, and of proposals recently laid before Congress by the 
Secretary of - the United States Treasury. As regards the latter proposals, the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is asking His Majcsty's Ambassador at 
Washington to communicate to you all relevant telegrams already exchanged on 
the subject, and to keep the Dominion Government fully informed of subsequent 
developments. 

In continuation of the foregoing, the Secretary of State telegraphed on the 
following day that Sir William Goode, Director of Relief, who had personal acquaintance 
with the state of affairs in Austria, suggested that, as an emergency palliative and as
supplementary to Canadian participation in any comprehensive scheme of credits, 
the Canadian Government might send a cargo of wheat or flour to Trieste to relieve 
the very serious distress at present existing in Austria. The suggestion was that the 
cost of both cargo and freight should be borne by Canadian funds. 

On 12th January the Secretary of State telegraphed that the Director of Relief 
furnished the following further information. The Allied Governments had given 
Austria permission to raise a loan on the tobacco monopoly, by which it was hoped 
she would obtain some 3,000.0001. for the purchase of foodstuffs. The loan, 
however, had not yet been negotiated. His Majesty's Government and the French 
Government in consultation with the United States Government were also proposing 
that Austrian pictures should be substituted for foreign securities and the salt mines, 
in connexion with the 48 million dollars borrowed from the United States by the three 
Powers and advanced to Austria for the purchase of foodstuffs. The proposal was 
that the pictures should not be sold, but should be held by the Powers for, say, ten 
years. This was suggested with the object of freeing liquid assets and of facilitating 
purchases of further food supplies, but so far the Italian Government had not 
consented. His Majesty's Government were shipping, out of their relief appropriation, 

.260,000L Worth of lard for Vienna, and also were sending two cargoes of.coal; and 
11,500 tons of flour were being shipped early that month from United States ports. 
T h e latter represented the British unexpended balance of the 48 million dollar loan. 
His Majesty's Government were also bringing all possible pressure to bear on the 

, Governments of Czecho-Slovakia and Yugo-Slavia to induce them to fulfil contracts 
with Austria for delivery of coal and foodstuffs. Generous contributions were being 
made b y the public-in the.United Ivingddm-to unofficial funds for the relief of A^ienna, 
and His Majesty's Government were contributing 11. for. every 1/. subscribed. The 
abovevmeasures were only palliative, as the minimum requirements monthly of 

. Austria in-imported cereals were at least 45,000 tons. . The Italian authorities wei;e 
removing children from Vienna and providing for their feeding. ^ . 



- Changes in the Cabinet.-The following changes- in the Cabinet have been 
a n n o u n c e d ' : - - i ' - '  . ' "  i 

' The Hon. James A. Calder becomes Minister of Militia and; Defence, vice-Major-
General S. C. Mewburn, retired ; the Right Hon. Arthur.L. Sifton has left the Public 
Works Department to become Secretary of State, his place as Minister of Public Works 
being taken by the Hon. J . D. Reid ; the Hon.. M. Burrell was transferred from the 
Secretaryship of State to the Customs and Inland Revenue Department; and the Hon. 
Arthur Meighen has become Minister of Mines. 

Sir "Robert Borden has left Canada for several months; during his absence the 
Right Hon. Sir George Foster will be Acting Premier, and the Right Hon. N. W. 
Rowell will be in charge of the Department of External Affairs. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Harvest Conditions.—Under date of 10th January, the Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth transmitted the following message from the Prime Minister:—Wheat. 
The severe drought has most seriously affected the harvest all Over the Commonwealth. 
In some States there is an almost total failure. New South Wales, for example, is short 
of 16 million bushels for her local requirements. The position now is, that if the 
next harvest should be poor the Commonwealth will have to import wheat for local 
consumption, and will, of course, also lose its trade with the Eastern, South African, 
and Egyptian markets. 

We are naturally very anxious to retain this trade, and the present financial 
circumstances of the Commonwealth make it imperative that we should do so, but 
until we have positive assurance that the next harvest will be at least fair average we 
dare not deplete our local stocks, which at present are only sufficient for about 15 
months' local consumption. This means that we cannot even fill orders in the present 
season for oversea markets, and that our wheat growers, who during the war had 
been compelled to take much less thanworlchs price, will thus not be able to take 
advantage of present prices, and the Commonwealth, financially and otherwise, will be 
seriously prejudiced. The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia therefore 
suggest that the Royal Wheat Commission be requested to favourably consider the 
following three alternative methods by which the Commonwealth can be materially 
helped : (1) The Royal Commission to allow us to ship their wheat to fill up our South 
African orders. The Commonwealth to replace any wheat thus loaned from the 
Royal Commission from the next Australian harvest. (2) In order to allow us (a) to 
retain our oversea markets, (b) to assure local requirements in case of partial or 
total failure of the next harvest, the Royal Commission to give us an option up to 
September 1920 over, say, 10,000,000 bushels of their wheat; or (3) the Royal 
Commission to resell to the Commonwealth 10,000,000 bushels of wheat recently sold 
by us. What we really want to guard against is the shortage of wheat for local require
ments, and at the same time not to lose our oversea trade. As a matter of fact the 
probabilities are greatly against next harvest being a total failure, and if, we had 
assurance from the Royal Commission that if the necessity arose they would lend us 
10,000,000 bushels it would relieve the situation very greatly. 

QUEENSLAND. 

Appointment of Lieutenaiit-Governor.—On 8th January the Governor of Queens
land telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the following 
resolution, passed by the State Parliamentary opposition in the Legislative Assembly, 
had been forwarded to him. He was requested to transmit it by telegram, in the 
hope that the Secretary of State would consent to withhold the commission of the new 
Lieutenant-Govern or pending further consideration of his appointment:— 

That the appointment as Lieutenant-Governor of this State of the Hon. William 
Lennon, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, until recently a member'of the 
Queensland Labour Government, is objectionable to this Party, and to a very 
large section of the public of this State, for the following reasons :—-The very 
extreme partisan nature of the appointment; the danger consequent thereon of 
improper interference in the Queensland constitution, through the abolition of 
the Legislative Council, contrary to the expressed desire of the electors by the 
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referendum of 5th May 1917, or by the appointment of additional partisan, 
members to destroy the Councils usefulness and independence, at the instance 
of a Government already discredited by the recent Commonwealth election 
vote;' tlie nature of the views publicly expressed by Mr. Lennon in conjunction 
with the present Minister for hallways, and otherwise countenanced'by, him 
during the war period, and while holding office;of Minister under the. Crown. 

In forwarding this resolution Sir Hamilton Goold Adams desired-to-say.'that'..he 
would never have recommended the appointment unless he had felt quite certain that 
Mr. Lehridn would, when called upon, perform his duties wi thou t partisanship, and 
with a full sense of the responsibility res t ing.on him as a representative of the 
Crown. 

Pursuing the same subject, Sir Hamilton telegraphed on 9th January that he had 
that clay received a protest from a majority of the Legislative Council against the 
appointment of the new Lieutenant-Governor; for the following reasons :—That as a 
member- of the Legislative Assembly he had- signed a pledge to carry out the 
programme of a political party, which withheld support to Australia and the Empire 
dur ing ' the- war, had. many leaders of separatist tendencies, and avowedly was: 
determined to abolish the,State Governor and the Legislative Council, and therefore 
he-was-not free to exercise independent judgment. Consequently the existence of the 
Legislative Council was threatened, as well as the constitution and peace and £order, 
of the State. I n forwarding this protest Sir Hamilton only desired to comment that 
i t presupposed that the person named could not and was not prepared to. sever his 
connexion with the Parliamentary party, which Sir Hamilton felt sure he intended 

N E W ZEALAND: 

Wvol, Meat and Dairy Produce.-The following telegram was received from the 
Governor-General of New Zealand on 21st January :— 

I have been asked by my Prime Minister to represent that there is, on the part 
of producers in New Zealand, serious anxiety as to whether His Majesty's Government 
intend to: continue after 30th June next the requisition of wool, meat, and dairy 
produce. They are particularly anxious with regard to meat, because, judging by 
present, appearances, it will be impossible to ship the whole of the Imperial meat 
unti l after 12 months from now; Mr. Massey woidd be grateful if you would do 
all you' can to ge t [an early] decision on the matter. 

. SOUTH AFRICA, 

Election Speech by General Smuts.—On 13th January ReuteFs Pretoria agent 
telegraphed as follows :— 

With the intensifying interest over the approaching general election, which is
likely to be the most exciting ever contested in South Africa in modern times, great 
attention is being paid to the vehement statement of General Smuts in reply to a 
criticism of his policy by Colonel Greene, of Natal. The Premier protests against the 
incoherent old note of flagwagging and senseless fault finding, and affirms that, but 
for the strong patriotic line of the Union Government during the war, South Africa 
to-day would be in even a worse position than Ireland, instead of which she is perhaps 
the most - peaceful and prosperous country in the wide world. General Smuts says 
that Colonel Greene objects to his speaking about a South African flag, though he 
does not object to Australia having its own flag, and South Africa was'going to have 
it with, he- felt sure, the complete goodwill of both English and Dutch. 

His second offence was to have explained the altered status of the British 
Empire ; he had said that the Empire was now a new Commonwealth and all its 
members were free and equally joined together by the single constitutional bond of 
kingship, as well as- by common ideals' of a political government. Here extremes met 
and a jingo Colonel was found embracing the secessionist General, saying that 
General Smuts' constitutional position was quite wrong. What, however, he 
repeatedly said had been, said by the Ministers of Canada and Australia, and had 
never once1 been challenged by England. . He happened to see a leader in the London 
Times of 19th December 1919, with reference to the Prince of Wales' " great and 



truly historic speech at the Mansion; House. General Smuts q noted the following 
passage from i t :  - " ' : ' .",',.;:. ;.-'-.. . 

Never before has thereJjeen. such a partnership of great nations, united in one 
political system, yet with a single tie—the Throne to. which each-gives 
allegiance. In this the Prince was fortunate in the moment of Ins visit. " The 
principle of equality of; nationhood within the British Empire, was slowly 
attaining recognition before the war -superseding that other conception of the. 
Empire as a " Mother Country " with a number of daughter States. .The. war: 
revealed it as the bond which holds the Empire together—-a bond so intangible 
that it seems negligible to foreign observers,'yet potent as no'.other bond: could 
be. We doubt, asLwe have said often since the Armistice, whether the'.principle 
of Dominion eqnality with Great Britain is yet- thoroughly understood here. 
The Prince yesterday warned Great Britain against failure to understand it. 

The Prince's : warning, said General Smuts, should not pass unheeded,;even in. 
Natal. The British Empire was far grander than an empire in the older sense;of' the; 
term, as-its younger members were now universally recognized as nations by their 
signing of the Peace Treaty. General Smuts also-quoted Mr. Lloyd George on the 
same occasion at the Mansion House, as confirming all he had said:, and remarked 
that he (General Smuts) in a- modest way was perhaps the first to point out the new. 
status of the' Empire at a complimentary dinner given-him at the House of,-Lords in-' 
May 1917, when he said " tha t the true ideal of the future was a league of free, and 
equal States, bound together by a- common kingship." % ... -

The Prime Minister denied the various allegations on the disbandment of the 
Natal militia. He defended blue-grey as the new colour of the South African uniform 
in preference to khaki, instancing the light blue of the Air Force and emphasizing 
that there was absolutely nothing racial or political about the new colour. 

In concluding, General Smuts referred to the biting terms of Colonel Greeims 
prediction of the coalition of the South African Party and the Nationalists, and asked 
if that was intended as a racial appeal to Natal to vote against the South African 
Party. The poor old South African Party, having clone their work during the war, 
might now be relegated to the scrap heap; was that going to be Natahs atti tude? 
He had too much faith in his British fellow citizens to think them capable of such 
behaviour; the Dutch had shown themselves worthy of the friendship of the British, 
and only on the solid basis of that friendship and trust ought the future structure of 
South African politics to be built. 

Appeal by General Smuts for Central Europe.—On 15th January ReuteFs Cape
town agent reported that, in view of the terrible distress existing and growing in 
many parts of Central Europe, General Smuts had issued a fervent appeal to the 
people of South Africa to help to relieve that distress, especially in the case of 
children. He stated that it was his sincerest desire " to see South Africa associated 
with this great and urgent work of humanity." 

General Smuts, describing his own impressions during his visit to Central Europe, 
declared in eloquent and feeling terms that, unless relief were organized on the 
largest scale, millions of men and women must die soon, while the remainder 
would survive only as a crippled race. Starvation and disease were producing 
terrible mental and moral conditions; the blackness of night was closing over the 
ruins and devastated lands, and the darkness of a great doom seemed to be settling 
down over large parts of Christendom. The victory of the Allies might be over
shadowed by the clanger of an immeasurable defeat for humanity, and the people of 
South Africa, who were richly blessed despite the increased cost of living, dare not 
sit still as Christians while millions were stricken down with starvation and disease. 
Those who lived in a land of plenty and whose lot was a happy one might not look 
with cold unconcern on all that world of human misery. 

Their common humanity, religion, and the ideals forming the common 
indissoluble framework of civilization bound the white races together. If white 
civilization were to suffer a setback, our own mere outpost on the Black Continent 
would soon feel its dire effects. Consequently the appeal was made to all South 
Africans; " but," General Smuts proceeded, "  I would add a special prayer to the 
Boer people not to forget the generosity extended to them after the Boer war, not 
only by those who had been their enemies, but also by some of the very countries 
who were now crying for help." The appeal concluded with a heartfelt hope that 
the "Save the Children F u n d " might find wholehearted co-operation in all churche3 
and parties and among the whole population of the Union. 



- Aerial Communications.—In response to the enquiry [B.E.R. viii., p . 7] as t o 
-what would he a fair amount for the prize that General Smuts is prepared to grant 
for a flight from London or Cairo to the Cape, the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
telegraphed on 13th January that General Sykes suggested 10,OOOZ. as a fair amount 
to offer as a prize for a Cairo to the Cape flight if the flight were completed "before 
29th February. . Competitors would have to make their own arrangements as to how 
they reached Egypt from England, whether by sea or air. In view of meteorological 
conditions becoming unfavourable after the end of February, the Secretary of State 
asked for a reply by telegraph at the earliest possible moment. 

Durban Municipal Employees' Strike.—On 9th January,,Reuter's Durban agent 
reported that the preliminary negotiations for .the settlement of the strike of the 
municipal employees there had failed owing to the refusal of the Council to delegate 
its powers to a committee of strikers pending the settlement of the dispute. That 
afternoon the employees, following the precedent of the Johannesburg municipal 
strike, had appointed a Board of Control, which had immediately brought about the 
resumption of the borough services. The strikers had agreed to the proposal of the 
Council for a joint board to negotiate with a view to the settlement of the dispute. 
Telegraphing again on the following clay he further reported that the strike of the 
municipal employees as a protest against the dismissal of the assistant town clerk had 
ended. The terms of settlement stipulated, that there should be no victimization ;. 
that the services of the assistant town clerk should be retained pending the decision 
of the public committee of enquiry into the complaint of the town clerk, who was 
responsible for the dismissal of his assistant; and that full pay should be given for 
the period of the strike. 
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[These two paragraphs are taken from the Report on the Labour Situation issued 
by the Ministry of Labour for the week ending 28th January 1920.] 

The General Labour Situation.—Evidence has accumulated during the week that 
the recent pause, in the development of the great questions in which Labour is at 
present vitally interested will be followed within the next few weeks by events of the 
first importance. The issue on Avhich developments on a large scale are likely to 
occur is the nationalization of the mines. The present campaign of educational 
propaganda, which is now being prosecuted with increased vigour and determination,, 
comes to an end on the 8th February, and indications are now being given of the 
procedure which Labour may adopt on its conclusion. Mr. Hodge's statements on the 
matter are referred to elsewhere. Rut the nationalization issue is complicated by the 
fresh demands which the miners advanced in their interview with the Premier on the 
28th January, and the whole question of policy with regard to the mines will be 
discussed in the next few days by the Miners' Federation, the Labour Party and the 
Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Onion Congress, in preparation for the action 
to be taken in Parliament and at the special Trades Union Congress. In view of this, 
the question of the respective merits of industrial and political action is again being 
discussed ; and in this connection it is of some interest to note that a convention of 
the rank and file movement has been summoned to take place previous to and during 
the Congress in order to make clear the policy of the rank and file in regard to the 
questions which the Congress will discuss. As this convention has been called on 
the initiative of the National Administrative Council of ShOp Stewards' and Workers' 
Committees, its influence will be in the direction of extreme action. 

Survey of' Industrial Disptites.-Fro\n the standpoint of industrial dispute, the 
present situation is more tranquil than it has been for many weeks. The ironinbulders' 
strike has been brought to an end through the acceptance by a majority of the men 
of the terms agreed upon at the receut conference, and a threatened lock-out in the 
sheet metal trade has been averted by the decision of the men to remove an embargo 
with regard to the payment for,overtime and the handling of repairs. At the moment 
the only stoppages of, work of any importance are those due to local disputes at 
Swansea, where the engineers employed in ship-repairing yards have struck to enforce 
a demand for a weekly minimum wage of 51., and at Glasgow, where the employees 
of the Subway Railway are still on strike. An early settlement of the latter dispute 
is expected, but the former will probably prove more difficult, owing to the fact that 
local variations in different trades are involved. The most important demand which 
has beeii made during the week is that of the National Transport Workers' Federation 
for an advance of 10s. per week in the wages of all adult rortd tnulspOrt Workers, 
with the exception of tramway and omnibus drivers and conductors. The. discussion 
of this question is expected to proceed on the lines of amicable negotiation between 
the parties concerned. 

CROWN COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &C. 

F I J I . 

Indian Labourers' Strike.—Some telegraphic correspondence has recently taken 
place between the Governor of Fiji and the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the 
subject of a strike of the Indian labourers. It appears that the majority of Indian 
workers at Suva and centres on the south coast of Viti-Levu have struck, but that 
there has been practically no disorder, and the leaders have assured the Government 
that the strike is intended as a peaceable protest against the high charge cost of. 
necessaries in comparison with the prevailing rate of wages. 

EGYPT. 

The Prime Minister and Sirri Pasha.—On 1st February Lord Allenby reported 
[No. 89] that the Prime Minister had spoken to him very seriously of the difficulties 
of his position. The attempt to assassinate Sirri. Pasha, after the attempt on himself, 
had very much shaken him, indeed both of them. Ho, Lord Allenby, had clone what 
he could to encourage h im; but he felt that the Prime Minister had retirement in 
his mind, and if that came about it would necessitate the Ministry's resignation. 



The Order of Succession to the Siiltanale.-Referring to the letter addressed to 
the SultanFouad- on his accession, Lord Alleuby, in a telegram [No. 90], dated 1st 
February, points out that the order of succession to the Sultanate was postponed for 
later decision. As Her Highness the Sultana is expected shortly to give birth to an 
infant, Lord Allenby has discussed with the Prime Minister, and through him with, 
the Sultan, the procedure to be observed should the infant be a son. 

The proposal of the Sultan is to issue a Sultanian order announcing the birth to 
the Council of Ministers. The order will also be communicated to the High 
Commissioner and to diplomatic agents. This order will be framed in accordance with 
the situation, and no mention will be made of an heir to the Sultanate. The event
will be celebrated by a public holiday, and salutes of 21 guns will be fired in the 
principal centres. 

Lord Allenby is submitting the draft of a letter of congratulation which he 
proposes to address to the Sultan on receiving notification of the birth of a son. The 
birth of a daughter will call for no felicitations. 

INDIA. 

Letter to the King from, the Amir.—-On 29th January the Viceroy reported 
[No. 119 S.] that two days previously an Afghan envoy had handed him a letter for 
His Majesty the Ring from the Amir, the letter being dated 14th January. In it the 
Amir said, that he wished to call attention to a Moslem question which concerned 
Great Britain more than any other nation. The question of the Caliphate was a 
matter with which no one but a Moslem had any right to interfere; and for five 
centuries it had been recognized that by Islamic law the Holy Places should be under 
the control of the Caliph. Not only the material, but also the spiritual welfare of 
human beings should he considered by the Great Powers, under whose control destiny 
had placed the whole world, and if this were not done the result would be the 
continuance of war and bloodshed. The sorrow and concern of the Moslem world 
was shared by Afghanistan, and he himself was at one with all Moslems in regard to 
the question of the Caliphate and the Holy Places. 

The Viceroy added that the word used for "Holy Places" would include 
Jerusalem, Damascus and Baghdad. He suggested too that no reply shoidd be sent 
until an answer to his own letter of 17th January had been received. Mr. Montagu 
informed him on 31st January that he agreed with this suggestion, and that mean
time only a formal acknowledgment was necessary. 

Yiceroy's Letter to the Amir - On 19th January the Viceroy reported [80 S, 
that he had written to the Amir on the lines suggested by the Secretary of State 
[B.E.R., ix., p. 2] , and that the letter should reach Kabul a few clays later. 

Scaremonger ing Press Reports.—Referring to a telegram received from General 
Malleson, in which the latter complains of the harm clone by misleading London 
telegrams which are scattered broadcast by the Bolsheviks as evidence of the terror 
in which we are supposed to be living, the Viceroy telegraphed [No. USS] on 28th 
January that the Indian Government endorsed General Malleson's views as regarded 
India. 

All-India Congress at Amritsar.—On 7th January the Viceroy telegraphed the 
following abstract of the resolutions passed by the All-India Congress at Amritsar :— 
First thanks His Majesty the King Emperor of India for Royal Proclamation and 
welcomes visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. Understood that in 
Subjects Committee great disappointment was expressed at the omission of all 
expression of sympathy with Punjab victims. Second set forth grievances of Indians 
in South Africa, especially Transvaal, calling for the protection of Indian rights in 
East Africa, Third related to Fiji indentures; thanks Mr. Andrews for services in 
Punjab, Fiji and elsewhere. Fourth thanks Sir Sankaran Nair for resignation as 
protesting against Government policy in Punjab. Fifth vindicates refusal of Congress 
Sub-Committee to co-operate with Hunter Committee in the Punjab enquiries, this 
being moved by Gandhi, who condemned mob excesses while emphasizing grave 
provocation which led to outburst of mob frenzy. Sixth urges General Dyer be 
immediately relieved of command, and records opinion Government of Punjab and 
Government of India responsible for delay in publishing authoritative statement on 
Jallianwala Bagh incident. Mrs. Besant. in moving this resolution, stated condemna
tion of officials followed from framed statements; she appealed to the audience to 
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purge all racial hatred aud trust in British justice. Seventh calls upon His Majesty's 
Government to relieve Sir Michael 0'Dwyer of membership of Army Commission as 
preliminary to legal action against him ; this motion supported by speeches of great 
violence, in which stated Sir Michaehs brutal ill-treatment of Punjab had shaken good 
faith of people in British justice. Eighth condoles with victims of disturbances, 
English and Indian. Ninth resolves to acquire site Jallianwala Bagh for nation, 
under trustees, to be used as memorial to perpetuate memory of those killed and 
wounded on 13th April. Tenth urges upon Secretary of State for India to advise His 
Majesty to veto the Eowlatt Act. Eleventh protests against Indemnity Bill as being 
passed while matter was still sub judiee in the face of unanimous protest of Press and 
people. Twelfth hopes that fullest effect will be given to letter and spirit of Royal 
Proclamation. Thirteenth, in view of the fact that Lord Chelmsford has completely 
forfeited the confidence of the people of this country, this Congress humbly beseeches 
His Imperial Majesty the King to be graciously pleased immediately to recall His 
Excellency; understood that in Subjects Committee this motion was strongly opposed 
by Mrs. Besant, who was, however, outvoted by the Madras Extremists, headed by 
Satyamenthi. In open Congress only opposition came from B. N. Sarma, who stressed 
difficulties which Viceroy had been compelled to encounter, and emphasized value of 
his services to India. Fourteenth, (a) that this Congress reiterates its declaration of 
last year that India is lit for full responsible Government, and repudiates all assump
tions and assertions to the contrary, wherever made; (6) that this Congress adheres 
to resolution(s) passed at the Delhi Congress regarding constitutional reforms and ('? is 
of opinion that) Reforms Act is inadequate, unsatisfactory and disappointing ; (c) that 
this Congress further urges that Parliament should take early steps to establish full 
responsible government in India in accordance with principle of self-determination. 
A s a concession to those who were not prepared to condemn the Reforms Act root and 
branch, following addition was made to the resolution :—(d) pending such intro
ductipn, this Congress trusts that so far as may be possible they will so work 
the reforms as to secure the early establishment of full responsible government, 
and this Congress offers its thanks to the Right Hon. E. S. Montagu for his 
labours in connexion with the reforms. Understood that in Subjects Committee 
Mrs. Besant fought hard for more cordial welcome to reforms. In open Congress 
she introduced amendment begging people to take advantage of the new scheme. 
This wasTost. Gandhi also opposed original motion. Being unwilling to condemn 
scheme, he agreed to compromise already mentioned, but Mrs. Besant pressed her 
amendment, which was lost. Fifteenth expresses thanks to Labour Party at home. 
Seventeenth urges imperative necessity of repeal of the Press Act, the Defence of 
India Act, .1915, and the Rowlatt Act. 

The Viceroy had already telegraphed on the previous day in regard to the 
Congress as follows :— 

Although the Royal Proclamation was well received by all classes at the Amritsar 
Congress and the prompt release of political offenders gave general satisfaction, 
neither of these had any appreciable effect on the presidental speech of Pandit Moti 
Lai Nehru, which was extremely bitter in tone and had been circulated in advance to 
the newspapers. The speech gave the most prominent place to the Punjab 
disturbances, and a very lukewarm reception to reforms. The more important 
political prisoners, including Lala Har Kishen Lai, Chaudhuri Ram Bhuj Dutt, Safi-
Uddin, Kitchlew, Satya Pal, on release proceeded straight to Amritsar, where they were 
accorded an enthusiastic reception. Their speeches showed no trace of gratitude for 
release. The Ali brothers also arrived during the course of the session, and delivered 
speeches of extreme violence. Speeches both at the Congress and the League were 
all unconciliatory in tone aud revealed the irreconcilable attitude of the extremists. 
Mrs. Besant, endeavouring to secure a more cordial reception for the Reform Scheme, 
made a quid pro quo speech, but received practically no support. Sarma was the only 
prominent politician who ventured to oppose the resolution for the recall of the Viceroy. 
The noticeable feature of the Congress proceedings was the studied (?)endeavour to keep 
alive the susceptibility occasioned by the Jallianwala Bagh incident. At this spot 
speeches were repeatedly made in violent language, photographs were taken, and the 
people encouraged to take away small portions of earth as sacred emblems, andarrange
ments are being made to purchase the land for the erection of a memorial, a dispensary, 
and a hall. The general effect produced by the Congress proceedings on moderate 
opinion in India is summed up as follows in Allahabad Leader of 4th January :— 
" The Congress, judged not only by its resolution on. reforms, but also by its proceedings 
generally, fully kept up its reputation for extremism. It has ceased to be an 
assembly where reasonable sound judgment can be expected to prevail." 



The Mi Brothers and. the-Caliphate.—Or. 14th. January the Viceroy reported that 
the Ali brothers had arrived in Delhi on the 9th, and had been accorded a triumphant 
reception. They had received a great ovation from the people and had addressed a 
public meeting from the dais arranged as ship, S.S. Liberty. On account of the 
tumult prevailing it was difficult to obtain a reliable or connected report of their 
speeches. According to one report they appealed to the religious feelings of the 
people, who should not allow the house of God to be dishonoured. The time was that 
for practical work, and they should make it plain to the Viceroy and the Secretary of 
State that if they wished 40 crores of Moslems to remain citizens of the British Empire, 
they should treat them according to the dictates of Islamic law. According to another 
report they appealed mainly for Hindu and Moslem unity, and advised the people to 
make the best of the present situation. After their reception they proceeded to 
Jamma Musjid, where prayers were said, and the brothers again made a short address 
to the crowd. At (?) Amritsar, Shaukat Ali was appointed President of the All-India-
Caliphate Conference, and in that capacity he has approached the Viceroy with a view 
toleaxlinga deputation on the Caliphate question. The request has been provisionally 
granted, but the Ali brothers are reported to have left Delhi before the arrangements 
were completed. A movement has been started to bestow on them a purse of three 
lakhs, and it is believed that a tour has been undertaken to promote subscriptions. 

Telegraphing again on 20th January the Viceroy said :— 
The Mohamedan Press is becoming increasingly outspoken regarding the-

Caliphate. Arrangements are being made in various places for the reception of the 
Ali brothers. They are reported to have spoken less violently' at Lahore, on the 
12th instant, than they did at Amritsar. Great stress is laid on the necessity of 
Hindu-Moslem unity to achieve the common object. Numerous Hindu meetings have 
thanked the President of the Moslem League for his advice to his co-religionists to 
abstain from cow-killing. 

Moderate Congress in Calcutta.—On 7th January the Viceroy telegraphed the 
following abstract of the resolutions of the Moderate Congress, Calcutta :—First, as 
in the [? Amritsar] Congress number one. Second thanks Secretary of State for India 
and Lord Sinha for carrying through reforms proposals. Third regrets omission of 
some measure of responsibility in central government, but welcomes Government of 
India Act, 1919, as definite and substantial step towards progressive realization of 
responsible government. Aggressors, all sections of community, European and Indian 
officials and non-officials whole-heartedly to co-operate in successful working of Act. 
Fourth deprecates delay in settlement of Turkish peace terms, and urges determination 
of question without contravening principle of justice and national integrity. Fifth 
urges trial of officials who acted unreasonably in disturbances, and reparation for 
hardships caused by undue severity. Sixth advocates safeguards in regard to future 
introduction of martial law, with deputation to England if necessary. Seventh 
protests against treatment Indians South Africa. Eighth urges necessity placing 
defensive organization of country on national basis by opening King's commissions 
to Indians on liberal scale; admission Indians freely all arms, artillery, navy and 
air forces, organization of territorial army and provision of adequate military training. 
Ninth advocates subjects Indian States settled in British India be eligible for 
franchise and election Legislative Councils. Tenth advocates organization of Liberal 
Party to work for success constitutional reforms following policy of co-operation 
promoting good understanding between various communities aiming at higher 
standard of national efficiency by means of administrative reforms, increased 
education, improved public health, economic development, and amelioration of 
backward classes. Liberal Associations in all parts to be component parts National 
Liberal Federation. 

The Moslem League.—On 6th January the Viceroy reported that the Moslem League 
was entirely under extremist influence and had become a mere echo of the Amritsar 
Congress, repeating most of its resolutions with additions regarding the Caliphate. 

The Hunter Committee.—Telegraphing on 6th,' 14th and 20th January, the 
"Viceroy reported as follows in regard to the Hunter Committee :— 

(1) The Punjab leaders released in accordance with the Royal Proclamation 
wired last week to Lord Hunter that they would now be willing to lead their own 
and other evidence before the Committee, and suggested that they should be permitted 
to recall official witnesses for cross-examintion if necessary. Pandit Malaviya, on 
behalf of the Congress Sub-Committee, telegraphed to the same effect. Lord Hunter 

A 3 



G 

replied that the Committee had sat at Lahore for over six weeks and had completed 
the hear ing : there : full opportunity was given for the presentation of non-cfiieial 
evidence and that it was open to their counsel to cross-examine witnesses during that 

period. For these reasons he was unable to accept the suggestion.
(2) The decision of the Hunter Committee not to have evidence led by the 

Congress leaders is the subject of adverse comment by the Congress Sub-Committee, ' 
which considers the attitude of the Hunter Committee erroneous and a matter of 
painful surprise. The ground for rejecting the offer of the Congress Committee, that 
the Hunter Committee had already passed six weeks in Lahore, is criticized as not 
only irrelevant but symptomatic of something disquieting. The Bombay Chronicle 
considers the decision to be lamentable, ungracious and unfair. Comments on 
General Dyer and the retention of Sir M. 0'Dwyer continue. The publication of the 
Committee's report will be the subject of renewed agitation. 

(3) The Hunter Committee has concluded its sessions at Ahmedabad and. begins 
work at Bombay on the 13th. M. K. Gandhi, the most important witness at 
Ahmedabad, explained the essence of the Satyagraha movement as being not 
essentially antagonistic to the Government. He condemned the action of the mob at 
Ahmedabad and Virangaum. The trouble in Ahmedabad was anti-Government, but 
he could not say if anti-European. The authorities acted with restraint at 
Ahmedabad, and the work of the special tribunals was clone consistently with the 
laws of civilized justice. The levy on the poor people of Ahmedabad and Nadiad 
was not justified. 

(4) The Hunter Committee has concluded its sessions at Bombay, the last witness 
being Sir M. 0'Dwyer, who was examined in camera. His examination extended over 
two clays. I t is understood that the Committee will proceed to Agra to prepare the 
report, which may be expected about the middle of February. 

Labour Unrest.—Telegraphing on 6th January the ATceroy reported the existence 
of considerable labour unrest, saying :— 

The Central Provinces report that there is no doubt that the workers of the 
Empress mills objected to the closing of the mills on the peace celebration day and 
wished for work, but the manager refused permission. On Christmas Day the mills 
struck. The strike had been carefully organized ; but there were no disturbances 
and no demands were formulated, the men being ignorant as to the reasons of their 
strike. It was said to have beemengmcered for political reasons on account of peace 
day ; but later information shows that the strikers returned to work unconditionally. 

Bombay reports a serious strike on 2nd January among the mill hands. 
Altogether 31 mills are out, as well as the Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
workshops at Matunga. The strikers at the Sassoon spinning and weaving mills 
broke in the gate and then assaulted the European management ; the assistant 
manager fired with a revolver in self defence, but did no damage. The manager, was 
slightly injured. The mill hands demand the immediate payment of the bonus 
promised for 7th February. The railway workshop hands, following suit, demand a 
bonus similar to other mill hands, also free passage to their homes and a 15 per cent, 
rise in wages. The meeting of the Committee of the Mill Owners' Association, held, 
on 2nd January, had no information as to the cause of the strike. There have been 
no disorders other than that mentioned above. 

Telegraphing again on 14th January he said :— 
The strike of the Bombay mill hands continues, and now involves over 80 mills 

and two lakhs of workers. It has spread to the Bombay oil mills and flour mills 
and to the Burma Oil Company, involving about 20,000 employees. The demands of 
the Mill Hands' Association were formulated on the 5th as follows :— 

(1) A further increase of 50 per cent, in wages, equal to 80 per cent, advance on 
pre-war wage. 

(2) A 10 hours' day. 
(3) Payment of the bonus within 10 days of resumption of work. 
(4) Payment of the money-wage before the 15th of each succeeding month. 
There was some difference [? of opinion] as to holding out for [? an] eight hours ' 

[? day]. The mill-owners have also combined, and have agreed as follows :— 
(1) Action not to be taken by individual owners. 
(2) No payment shall be given for the days employees are on strike and notice 

of this shall be given to men. 
(3) The General Committee of Mill Owners to consider the question of calcu

lating the bonus clue. 



-Increasing signs of disorders and more cases of shop looting have been reported 
-officially. The mob attacked a mixed picket of military police accompanied by a 
magistrate, the magistrate, the lorry driver and others of party being hit with stones. 
The magistrate ordered the crowd to disperse, and on their displaying a defiant attitude' 
gave orders to disperse the crowd by force, l i re sergeant and one private then fired 
-one round each, killing one rioter and seriously injuring another. Order was hmne
diately restored and no signs of disorder have since occurred. 

On 20th January the Viceroy reported that there was "no improvement in the 
situation and that the strike showed a tendency to spread. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

Immigration Conditions.—The High Commissioner was informed by the Director 
-of Information at Ottawa on 21st January that during the twelve months ended 
30th November 1919, 114,000 immigrants entered Canada, of whom 54,rJ00 came 
from the United Kingdom, and 52,100 from the United States. Mechanics, artisans 
and labourers entering Canada before March next are required to have in their 
possession $250 in cash in addition to transportation to their destination, but this 
provision does not apply to those going on to farms. If married, immigrants of the 
above classes must have an additional $.125 for each son or daughter over eighteen 
years of age, and $50 for each child between five and eighteen years old, as well 
as transportation to their destination. 

Trade with the West Indies.—On 28th January the High Commissioner was also 
informed from the same source that Mr. F. H. Keefer, M.P., Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for External Affairs, was on his way to the West Indies to attend 
a conference which had been called with the object of promoting trade between 
Canada and the Islands. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Harvest Conditions.[B.E.R. ix, p. 5].—On 21st January the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies informed the Governor-General of Australia that the Royal Commission 
on Wheat Supplies had carefully and sympathetically considered the proposals outlined 
by the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, but, owing to the difficulty of securing 
the necessary wheat in North America, and to the grave apprehension of labour 
disputes in Argentina, it finds that to sacrifice wdieat in Australia would endanger 
the supplies of the United Kingdom. The expectation of drawing an alternative 
supply from South Russia had been entirely dispelled, whilst Indian export was still 
doubtful. 

Tonuage had already been allotted to load the very large part of the wheat still 
remaining to be shipped from Australia, and further tonnage had been arranged to 
load the balance as quickly as possible. 

In these circumstances, and as the United Kingdom was by far the largest 
customer for Australian wheat, the Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies regretted 
being unable to agree to forego any of the wheat supplies already purchased in Australia, 
and felt that they were justified in asking that if necessary the other outside markets 
should be temporarily sacrificed by Australia rather than the United Kingdom. 

The case would be different if there were an actual shortage of wheat in 
Australia for local requirements, but it had not been gathered from the telegram of 
10th January that such shortage was likely to exist if necessary the action to guard 
against undue export to other destinations were taken by the Commonwealth 
Government. 

Purchase of Dairy Produce.—On 29th January the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies informed the Governor-General of Australia that he regretted that it was 
impossible to say at present whether His- Majesty's Government would wish to 
continue the contract purchase of Australian butter or cheese after the expiration of 
the present contracts at the end of August next. The Food Controller, however, had 



enquired what prices producers would he prepared to accept for next season's export
able surpluses in the event of His Majesty's Government deciding to continue the 
control of these commodities beyond that date. 

The Fruit Crop.—The allocation of. insulated space for shipping Australian fruit 
has been the subject of telegraphic correspondence between the Governor-General of 
the Commonwealth aud the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Telegraphing on 
24th January the Governor-General said that Mr. Hughes had advised him that 
1,600,000 cubic feet insulated space allocated for Australian fruit had been 
distributed and had been found to be wholly inadequate to meet the growers 'Tequire
ments. Unless a similar additional quantity of space, namely, 1,000,000 cubic feet, 
could be made available, he feared, that the growers must suffer a heavy loss. It 
would be greatly appreciated if further space could be made available for fruit. 
Cold storage had been, reduced, and from the information available he considered, 
some meat space might be given temporarily to fruit, which cannot wait ; this would 
greatly benefit the fruit growers and would not unduly penalise the meat exporters. 

In a later telegram dated the 30th January, the Governor-General stated that 
Mr. Hughes advised him that further investigations confirmed the opinion that ships 
could be temporarily released from carrying meat, that the fruit crop was exceptionally 
heavy, and that more fruit space was essential. Otherwise, the results must be most 
disastrous to fruit growers. The Commonwealth Government desired to know also 
whether it would be possible to arrange for some insulated space for grapes from 
Western Australia. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies replied on 4th February as follows:— 
The Board of Trade have agreed to the immediate allocation cf further 808,000 cubic 
feet insulated space for Australian fruit. On the understanding that the freight rate 
is based on the space occupied, there is no objection to the shipment of grapes in this 
space, which is allotted for any fruit requiring cold storage. 

Prohibition of Imports and Exports.—The Governor-General of the Common
wealth reported in a telegram, dated 3rd February, that the Commonwealth 
Government had issued a proclamation on 14th January prohibiting the importation, 
directly or indirectly, from Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria, of 
goods which owe more than 5 per cent, of their value to the labour and/or the 
material of these countries, aud goods bearing avoided or suspended trade marks! 
A proclamation had been issued on the same date prohibiting export to the above 
countries Importation would be allowed of goods the produce or manufacture of 
Gzecho-Slovakia and other States which have been removed from the jurisdiction of 
Austria. Exportation would, be allowed similarly. The same policy would be 
adopted with reference to those States which it is proposed to remove from the 
jurisdiction of Turkey. The Commonwealth Government would be glad if His 
Majesty's Government would cable the present position in this connexion. Advice 
was desired as to (1) what parts of Turkey will be placed under mandate to the Allied 
Governments; (2) what provinces, if any, are at present being administered by the 
Allied Governments, and what provinces remain under the control of the Government, 
of Turkey. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Purchase of Meat and Dairy Produce [B.E.R. ix., p. 6].—On 22nd January the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General, of New 
Zealand informing him that His Majesty's Government had decided not to enter into 
further contracts for the purchase of meat after 30th June 1920. 

Telegraphing again on 29th January he said that the Food Controller had 
inquired as to the prices New Zealand producers would be prepared to accept for 
next season's exportable surplus of butter and cheese in the event of His Majestys 
Government deciding to continue the control of these commodities after the 
expiration of the present contract [31st August]. 

Purchase of Wool [B.E.R. ix., p. 6].—On 23rd January the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies informed the Governor-General of New Zealand that His Majesty's 
Government did not contemplate extension of the wool contract beyond 30th 
June next. 

Profits on Sale of Wool in England.—On 22nd January a telegram was received 
from the Governor-General of New Zealand, reporting that the public Press in that 
Dominion was publishing startling reports,. emanating from London, with regard to' 



alleged enormous profits being made in England on New Zealand wool; and adding 
that his Prime Minister would be obliged if the Colonial Office Wouid ascertain when 
it, would be possible for the Director of haw Materials to make a definite statement in 
-connexion with the 50 per cent, shard of profits which belonged to the New Zealand 
sheep farmers. 

Prohibition of the. Importation of Czeehu-Slovdh Glassware.-—On 28th January the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies sent the following telegram to the Governor-General 
-of New Zealand :— 

The Czecho-Slovak Charge d'Affaires has recently enquired regarding the 
prohibition, stated to exist, on the importation into New Zealand of glassware from 
-Czecho-Slovakia, known in trade as Gableuz goods and manufactured in Northern 
Bohemia. Your Prime Ministers telegram of 1st November to the High Commis
sioner indicates that the New Zealand Government has hitherto been unwilling 
to encourage trade with Czechoslovakia, but in view of the fact that Czecho-
Slovakia was recognized as an Allied nation so far back as August 1918, has 
signed Treaties of Peace as one of the Allied and Associated Powers, and is an 
original member of the League of Nations, His Majesty's Government hope that 
the New Zealand Government will feel able to discontinue any restrictions specially 
designed to hamper trade with Czecho-Slovakia. The same remark applies to trade
with the other friendly new States, viz., Poland and the Serb-Crrtat-Slovene State, if 
any similar restrictions are still in force in New Zealand. 

Your Government will appreciate the unfortunate consequences which might 
result from any policy which placed hindrances upon the resumption of export trade 
by these friendly States in view of their present economic difficulties. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Budget.—Telegraphing from Pretoria on' 29th January, ReuteFs agent 
reported that at an election meeting held there Mr. Ori^ the Minister of Finance, 
had remarked that, in spite of an increased expenditure of 2,000,000L on public war 
services; if any new burdens were imposed in the next budget they would be 
extremely light. 

Lord Buxton's Governorship.—ReuteFs- agent telegraphed from Johannesburg on 
28th January, saying that Lord Buxton had that day laid the foundation stone of a 
medical school in. connexion with the Witwatersrand University College; and that at 
a luncheon party prior to the ceremony the Alayor, proposing the Governor-Generahs 
health, had alluded to His Excellency's forthcoming departure, and said that he had 
risen triumphant above the difficulties during, perhaps, the most difficult and trying 
period of South African history. 

South Africa and the Royal Family.—In the course of his speech the Mayor of 
Johannesburg also said that it was most gratifying to hear of His Majesty's keen., 
interest in South African affairs, and His Majesty might be assured of a warm welcome
in Johannesburg for any member of his family. 

Indians in the Transvaal.—Reuter's agent reported from Johannesburg on 
26th January that a representative of the British Indians in. the Transvaal had started 
for England for the purpose of submitting to Mr. Montagu, the Secretary of State for 
India, a statement of the grievances of Indians in South Africa. This representative 
will afterwards sail for India to call attention to the position in the Transvaal. 

Rates of Exchange Question.—On 28th January ReuteFs agent telegraphed from 
Capetown, saying:— 

Despite the fact that the controversy on the rates of exchange question is almost, 
incomprehensible to the general public, the recent statement made by Mr. J. W. dagger, 
in which lie urged that the rate of exchange should be allowed to fall to its natural 
basis by removing the prohibition on the export of gold specie, is attracting great 
attention because uf its bearing on the cost of living and the holding out of hope of 
a reduction in prices. It is likely to figure prominently in the coming election, a 
remarkable development of which has been that in the Malmesbury division, the 
Nationalist candidate has retired in favour of Mr. J. Van der Horst, the prominent 
Capetown financier, who is well known to be staunchly in favour of the Allies as 
regards the war. Mr. Van der Horst, who is an Independent Reformer, is opposing 



Mr. Malan, Minister of Mines, and says he is an Economic Reformer. His views are
in general agreement with Mr. Jagger 's pronouncement. This is one of the m o s t 
piquant incidents in South African political history. Mr. Jagger 's views are being
discussed in all the provinces, and are meeting with stout opposition from prominent 
Transvaalers. 

Mr. Reynolds, the banker, says nobody will probably quarrel with Mr. Jagger ' s 
natural exchange in theory, but it is quite impossible in the present abnormal 
situation. He believes it would penalize capital coming from England, thus retarding 
new industries, while investment capital would leave South Africa. He emphasizes 
that it would be greatly disadvantageous to the exporter and concludes by defending 
the increased issue of bank notes, declaring that this could not be described as 
"inflation," since it is a perfectly normal increase, clue to the increased price of 
commodities. 

To-night Mr. Jagger vigorously replies to his critics and quotes the figures of 
greatly increased issues of bank notes and the holding of only 8 per cent, of bullion. 
He declares that this posit ion-uncomfortable for banks—is the result of their over
trading as measured by their gold resources, and by their so regulating the exchange 
that, gold is only procurable from England at a loss to themselves. Now the banks 
are coming to the Government to save them, he says, and they want to go on 
issuing bauk notes as they themselves think fit, but such issues would result in a 
further increase of prices. ' Mr. Jagger rebuts the suggestion that a natural exchange 
would mean the export, of investment capital. On the question of fresh capital for 
South Africa, he points out that money is much cheaper in South Africa to-day than in 
London. 

Replying to assertions that the exporter may be penalized 50 per cent., he says 
that would mean that the English paper pound had dropped to the value of ten shillings 
and that prices had risen in England accordingly. He asks if South African con
sumers must suffer accordingly, as they certainly must if the present system is 
maintained. He concludes by saying that he - desires to see South Africa progress, 
but on sound lines. Inconvertible currency would enable the banks largely to 
increase advances, thus causing speculation, higher prices and reaction, like the 
financial crisis in South Africa in 1882-86 and 1904-08. He is anxious, if possible, 
to avoid a third crisis. He realizes the seriousness of the position caused by the cost 
of living and says that the Union wants to check the ever-continuous rise in prices. 
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FIJ I . 

Indian Labourers' Strike [B.E.R., x., p. 2].—The Secretary of State for the" 
Colonies received the following telegram from the High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific on 13th February :—The first serious collision occurred in the Indian 
quarter at Suva on 11 th February, when a mob of strikers, who were lying in wait 
for. loyal workers, attacked the police and badly injured three European special 
constables. Order was at once restored and numerous arrests were made. On. 
12th February a disturbance broke out amounting to a riot, but the police and 
defence force showed admirable restraint under extreme provocation, and the crowd 
dispersed without the necessity of resorting to extreme measures. Steps are being
taken to control the movements of Indians in Suva and the neighbourhood, and to 
afford protection to those desiring to return to work. There is as yet no news as to 
whether the agitators have succeeded in extending the strike to the north coast and 
the west coast, of Main Island, or whether the recent offer of the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company to Indian cane growers and workers is likely to be accepted. 

A further telegram, dated 14th February 1920, gives the following information :— 
The Commission appointed by the Governor to inquire into the cost of living and the 
rate of wages, was adjourned on 10th February in order to await the arrival of the 
Honourable Badri Mahraj, Member of Legislative Council, who was unable to arrive 
in time for the first sittings. Some useful evidence has been taken already. 
Meanwhile, Mr.. S. Chowla, who was nominated by the strike leaders as additional 
Indian Member of the Commission, has issued the following appeal :  

" I appeal to my countrymen to resume work on or before Monday next. The 
Commission is sitting, and a hope is expressed that good results will 
follow from its deliberations. I have seen many of your leaders and they 
agree with me that you should take the course I am suggesting. Failing 
acceptance of my advice and returning to work on Monday, I shall feel that 
I shall have to consider whether I should resign ray position as your 
representative on the Commission." 

Telegraphing again on 17th February, Mr. Rodwell reported that considerable 
numbers had returned to work, and that the only affray since the two already reported 
occurred on 14th February, when the police had to disperse a crowd which had been 
damaging bridges. There was, he added, no development in. regard to the northern 
and western districts. 

EGYPT. 

The Egyptian Control Cotton Scheme.—On 5th February Lord Ourzon issued a 
Memorandum on this subject in which he discusses the arguments which have been 
severally adduced by the President of the Board of Trade and by the Foreign Office 
in support of Lord Allenby's contentions, regarding the allocation of profits arising 
out of the Egyptian Cotton Control Scheme. Lord Ourzon is of opinion that on 
grounds of political expediency it would be wiser for His Majesty's Government to 
waive their claim to a share of half the profits, which he describes as a " financial 
windfall," whereby no charge would be involved on the Treasury. From reports of 
the Liverpool Cotton Market, in which the sale of controlled Egyptian cotton is 
compared with the relative price of American cotton, he draws the conclusion that the 
profits were in fact earned at the expense of the Egyptian growers. He questions 
whether the undoubtedly great services of the Egyptian Official Values Committee 
were really more valuable than those rendered by the skilled classifiers of the 
Control Board in Egypt throughout the period of control. Finally, Lord Curzon, 
alluding to the grave consequences which would inevitably follow a strict enforcement 
of the rights of His Majesty's Government, records his disinclination to over-rule the 
views of Lord Allenby, which have been strongly and more than once expressed. 

SUDAN. 

Status of the Sudan.-Telegraphing [No. .119] on 15th February, Sir Milne 
Cheetham transmitted a message from the High Commissioner, from Khartum, on. 



the status of' the Sudan. Lord Allenby said that he had been much struck by the 
way all classes of the native population displayed their enthusiasm for Great Britain, 
and by their unconcealed expression of preference for British rather than Egyptian 
administration. He had no doubt that the opinion of the thinking populace of the 
country had been truly expressed by the delegation who visited England last year. 
The lead in this opinion was being taken by the principal religious chiefs and the 
heads of tribes, who had given proofs of disassociating themselves from Egyptian 
aspirations during the recent troubles in Egypt. Lord Allenby was convinced, from 
his personal observation, that the confidence and respect for their present rulers 
which was expressed by the religious chiefs were sincere, and were the outcome of 
real gratitude for the peace and prosperity which had been brought to the Sudan by 
Great Britain. While the same thing applied to the heads of tribes, Lord Allenby 
pointed out that many of these were old men, and that with their disappearance their 
influence would be removed. They would be succeeded by young men without the 
same experience, whose modern education would make them more receptive and 
susceptible to nationalist and revolutionary ideas. 

On this account Lord Allenby considered that this was an opportune moment to 
settle definitely the status of the Sudan and its relation to the British Empire. He 
was in favour of maintaining the present policy of the Sudan Government, which was 
to encourage the growth among the Sudanese of the idea of the Sudan as a nation. 
From this he hoped to see the gradual development of a typical constitution which 
would meet the needs of the country. 

For a proper definition of the status of the Sudan, he considered the following
points were essential:—An agreement between Great Britain and Egypt under which 
the former would guarantee the security of Egypt's water supply and of the Sudanese 
frontier, conditional on Great Britain being left entirely the internal control of the 
Sudan; the separation of the office of the Governor-General of the Sudan from that 
of the Sirdar of the Egyptian Army. 

INDIA. 

The Viceroy's Reports.—Tbe following report was. sent on 29th January :— 
The extremist Press continues its violent attacks on General Dyer and Sir Michael 

0'Dwyer. Pictures are published of public flogging and of piquets enforcing the 
crawling order in Amritsar, and cartoons are reproduced from the Star and the 
Daily Herald. The general tone is represented by such head-lines "as "Hunter 
Committee will not satisfy," " Bring Dyer to court-martial." It is reported that 
Harkishen Lai is going to England at once to institute proceedings against 0'Dwyer. 
There are continued suggestions for the recall of the Viceroy, and the Secretary of 
State has not escaped attack. 

2. Mohamedan feeling is increasingly exercised over the Turkish peace terms. 
The Viceroy's reply to the Mohamedan deputation is being given widespread 
publicity, and has been favourably received by many sections of the Press, including 
the English and Indian papers. The subsequent statement issued by the Caliphate 
deputation characterizes the reply as perfectly courteous but equally disappointing, 
and adds that the loyalty of Mohamedans will be exposed to an undue strain should 
the peace terms be unfavourable to the Mohamedan religion and sentiment, and that 
the assurance of loyalty expected by the Viceroy cannot be given. Five members of 
the deputation are sailing for England on 1st' February by the S.S. Trustino. It is 
understood that, there was some difficulty experienced in securing the necessary 
funds. Until the release of the Ali brothers very little money had been subscribed 
by Mohamedans to support the agitation regarding the Caliphate and the future of 
Turkey. The demonstrations of 17th October were practically financed by one man, 
and the funds contributed from India to the London centre of the movement amount 
to under 1,0002. sterling, and were contributed by three or four individuals. The 
president of the All-India Caliphate Committee has now asked the 72 Caliphate 
Committees in India to curtail expenditure with a view to the utilization of savings for 
the deputation. 

3. An interesting movement is reported from Bombay. Baptista, anxious to form 
a Democratic Party, and Tilak have launched a National Democratic Company with a 
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capital of 10 lakhs, having for its objects (1) to demand self-determination for India ; 
(2) to bring India socially in line with the civilized nations of the world; and (3) 
to support the just rights of workers and to bring about an equitable division of 
wealth. 

4. The strike situation in Bombay has been marked by a growing tendency to 
acts of sabotage. A Labour Settlement Committee has been formed, under the 
presidency of Sir N. Chandravarkar and the vice-presidency of Baptista, to ascertain the 

'men 's grievances and to elect delegates to work between the Committee and,,the 
authorities and in any negotiations with owners. I t adopted the simple expedient of 
reading out a long list of demands, which in some cases the men themselves modified. 
The men's delegates are for concentrating on the essentials—increased wages, 
monthly bonus, and strike pay. The mill-owners at first refused to consider the 
proposals till the men had returned to work, but the subsequent intervention of the 
Governor of Bombay led to negotiations between the Mill-Owners' Association and the 
Settlement Committee, the result of which was that a settlement was arranged and 
notices posted at all mill doors explaining the terms, including the extra allowances of 
55 per cent., instead of a previous 35, to the fixed pay of the workers and the 
adoption of a 10 hours day from 1st February. On the early morning of the 24th, the 
mills blew the whistle announcing that the gates were open, but great disappointment 
was caused by the failure of the men to respond ; the result being an apparent dead
lock. The strike in the Jamalpur workshops is over, the men having returned to 
work unconditionally. The jute mills strike in Bengal has also been settled; but the 
railway strike in Saharunpur continues, and many rumours of strikes are heard from 
other areas in the United Provinces. 

5. Mrs. Besant, writing in New India, has unreservedly welcomed the reforms 
and the Royal Proclamation. The Moderate Press in Bombay strongly condemned, 
the tone of the Congress speeches on the subject of the reforms. Pandit Malaviya, in 
a public address at Allahabad, has been pressing the attention of the country on the 
new situation created by the Reforms Act. Whatever individual opinion regarding 
the adequacy of the reforms may be, it is expected that interest will quicken every
where when the work of preparing the electoral rolls is taken up. 

On 4th February the Viceroy telegraphed again, saying :—The political situation 
has been quieter during the last week, though Punjab reports that the extremist 
politicians are striving to arouse interest in political agitation among the masses. 
Money is being collected for the Jallianwala Bagh memorial; and to the demands 
for the recall of the Viceroy and the impeachment of Sir Michael OThvyer is now 
added in certain violent organs of the Press the cry "Montagu must go." The 
released martial law convicts attribute their release to pressure brought to bear by 
agitation, and profess innocence of the offences for which they were convicted. The 
Local Government is attacked for interpreting the amnesty in a grudging spirit, 
though of 1,779 persons originally convicted for the disturbances only 97 still remain 
in confinement. 

2. The appeal of the Katarpur riot convicts for mercy is causing some stir. The 
Mohamedans of Amritsar held a meeting under the presidency of Dr. Kitchlew to 
urge clemency, but the general feeling of the Mohamedans present was not wholly 
sympathetic, nor is the proposal to abandon the sacrifice of cows welcomed amongst 
the rank and file of the d^unjab Mohamedans. Three members of the Caliphate 
deputation sailed on 1st February for Marseilles. 

3. The Indian Press is devoting considerable attention to Bolshevism. The 
apprehension of Bolshevik designs on India and Asia is stimulating popular interest, 
but it is clear that abuse of Bolshevism and description of its horrors will have to be 
followed up by more reasoned criticism of its doctrines, with explanations of its 
success and of the difference between the theory and the practice of its exponents. 

4. Seventy-five mills in Bombay, resumed work yesterday, many at full strength. 
The prospects of the strike ceasing completely are now reported to be favourable. 

Two days later the Viceroy reported that all the mills were then working with 
an. average strength of 75 per cent., and that all was quiet. 

The Caliphate Deputation.—On 19th January the Viceroy telegraphed the 
following full summary of the address which was to be presented to him by the 
Caliphate deputation, including, amongst others, the following persons of note:— 
Shaukat Ali, lately released and elected President, Caliphate Congress, Amritsar; his. 
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brother, Mahumad Ali Ajtnal Khan, President, All-India Moslem League, Amritsar;. 
Dr. Ansari Abdul Bari, Lucknow; Seth M. M. Ohotaui, Bombay; Abdul Kalam Azad, 
lately released; Dr. Kitchlew and Rambuujdat Chaudhri, lately released ; Gandhi 
Swami Shraddanand Has rat Mohani:— 

1. The Caliphate Conference (? press for) deputation to England to lay before 
His Majesty and Ministers a clear statement of the obligations imposed on every 
Moslem by his faith and the united wishes of the Indian Moslems regarding the 
Caliphate, Moslem control of whole Jazirat-ul-Arab, the Caliph's wardenship of the Holy 
Places and the integrity of the Ottoman Empire. This is a necessity, enhanced by. 
the present grave situation, fast developing into an unmistakable menace. 

2 . After the horrors and bloodshed of war, a lasting peace was expected at the 
earliest possible moment, but great delay has occurred in regard to Turkey and Asia, 
now on the verge of a storm which must affect the Moslem world. 

3 . At this, the statesmen of the Empire must, in concluding a settlement, take 
into full account the binding religious obligations and cherished sentiments of 

 70 millions Indian Moslems and the sympathies of 2 5 0 millions Hindu compatriots. 
4.- During war-time these sympathies were not expressed with sufficient force, 

and it is regretted even more that religious obligations were not emphasized to the 
ruling ciass of the alien faith.  ( ? ) discuss reason for this omission, but 
since the armistice a clearer exposition of the doctrines essential to the salvation of 
Moslems has been made. 

5. Recognizes the increasing appreciation of the deep Moslem concern in the 
Turkish settlement, and thankfully acknowledges the repeated representations made 
by Government of India and Secretary of State for India on their behalf to His 
Majesty's Government, but the latter is too far removed for Indian Moslems to 
influence its opinions or pre-conceived ideas appreciably, and British Ministers 
seem from their utterances disposed to consider British and Christian aspects only 
in making a settlement. 

6 . In these circumstances, one final effort is necessary to warn the Imperial 
authorities of the danger of a settlement forced on Moslems contrary to the clearest 
commandments of their creed, and to entreat His Majesty's Government to avoid the 
evil consequences of such a decision. 

7. A deputation to England is the only effective method of placing directly 
before His Majesty and his Ministers and, it is hoped also, the Allied and associated 
nations, humble but frank submissions of the binding force of Islamic obligations 
and the scope for Moslem aspiration. 

8. Recalls the conditions of peace laid down by the President of the United 
States, and accepted by'the Caliph, and the pledge of the British Premier regarding 
Constantinople, Thrace, and Turkish homelands. If these pledges be unredeemed or 
whittled down, the'moral prestige of the Empire will be undermined'to an extent for 
which no territorial or political gains will compensate. Reference is also made in 
the same connexion to the pledges proclaimed by Lord Hardinge. 

9. Apart from the possible non-redemption of such pledges, the Moslems of India 
are the most deeply concerned, because a settlement is apparently being outlined 
which no Moslem could accept without jeopardizing his eternal salvation. 

10. Temporal power is the very essence of the Caliphate, and Moslems can never 
agree to any change in its character or to the dismemberment of its Empire. 

11. No kind of non-Moslem control of the Jazirat-ul-Arab can be tolerated by the 
Islamic faith. 

1 2 . The Caliph alone can be warden of the Holy Places. 
1 3 . The action of the Moslems of Arabia in infringing the integrity of the 

-Caliph's dominions is condemned by the rest of the Moslem world. It is the duty of 
Indian Moslems to remove the cause of difference between the Arabs and other Moslems. 

1 4 . All Moslems are interested in seeing that the principles of self-determination 
are applied to Moslems equally with Christians, and to Asiatics equally with 
Europeans. 

1 5 . In spite of charges to the contrary, based on prejudice and on bitterness of 
recent growth, the verdict of history wiil vindicate alike the basic toleration of Islam 
and the essential humanity of the Turks. 

1 6 . The loyalty of Indian Moslems, which has been an asset of British rule, is 
mainly based on the preservation of their religious freedom. Justice and expediency 
alike demand that no change shall, be made in what is unalterable and has been 
unaltered for 1 3 centuries of Islam, though changes may be possible in what is 
-changeable, under which latter head Moslem sentiment may be sacrificed to Imperial 
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TequirementB, though such sentiments should be considered. Tbe requirements of 
Islamic law are, however, so binding that they cannot be reduced by a hair 's breadth 
to.suit the desire of the Allied Powers! 

17. But Indian Moslems take their stand also on Imperial interests, which 
necessitate that the settlement should be acceptable alike to the Moslems and the non-
Moslems of India, now happily re-united. The Imperial authorities should not under
rate the value of Islamic friendship and Indian loyalty. A settlement not acceptable 
to India would bring no peace, and every Moslem would know no rest and could only 
aspire to salvation by following the dictates of Islam, however painful their 
consequences. 

18. A just appreciation of Islamic obligations and Moslem sentiments in this 
matter, coupled with a generous recognition of India's fitness" for responsible local 
self-government, will, on the contrary, add immensely to the power of the British 
Empire, and make the world safe, not only ( ? ), also for God and truth. 

19. Once the success of our mission is assured, it will be our business to reassure 
distracted Moslems and to promote the peace of the whole world. 

On the following day the Viceroy telegraphed this summary of his reply to the 
deputation :— 

I welcomed the opportunity of hearing their views on the subject of the Turkish 
peace terms, and also of explaining to Indian Mohammedans the attitude of the 
Government of India, the efforts made by them and the Secretary of State to secure 
the adequate representation of Indian Moslem feeling before the Peace Conference,, 
and our genuine sympathy with them in its present difficult position. I explained 
that we had no secret information regarding the probable nature of the decision, and 
we warned them not to place reliance on cabled newspaper reports, wdiich in no sense 
represented the opinions of His Majesty's Ministers. The Secretary of State is now 
in Paris with the Prime Minister, pressing the views of Indian Moslems with his 
accustomed energy and force, and a decision may come at any moment. No effort 
has-been spared to place before those with whom the decision will rest the plea 
of Indian Mohammedans for the most favourable possible treatment of Turkey. 
I repeated extracts from my Council speech of 3rd September at Simla on the 
same subject, and drew attention to the Secretary of State's recent utterance in 
a Press interview to the same effect. I thanked them for their acknowledgment 
of these efforts. I proceeded to explain the efforts made in further detail, saying 
that the representation was made soon after the armistice, that Indian Moslems 
feel much disturbed over the Turkish peace terms, partially with regard to the holy 
places in Bejaz and Koweit, and of Constantinople, and therefore necessary to secure 
a full statement of their views before the Peace Conference. An Indian Delegation 
composed of the Secretary of State, Bikaner, and Lord Sinha pressed the case for a 
favourable treatment of Turkey with unsurpassable earnestness of purpose and force 
and argument. The Delegation had the assistance of the memorial of 1st January 
signed by prominent Mohammedans, including Aga Khan, Ameer Ali, Sir Abbas Ali 
Baig, and Yusuf Ali, and at the hearing before the Conference were accompanied by 
Aga Khan, Sahibzada Aftab Ahmed Khan, and Yusuf Ali. The same month we again 
urged the importance of considering the effect of the settlement on Indian Moslems' 
opinion. I have been in unceasing communication privately since with the Secretary 
of State, whose views coincide closely with my own. The matter, however, is not one ' 
for the British Cabinet only but for the other great Powers involved. The decision 
of Turkey to join the enemy undoubtedly prolonged the war and increased its 

-grievous misery. I trust that the tribunal of the Allied Powers will now pronounce 
judgement. Turning next to the terms of the address I repeated my sincere sympathy 
with their troubles and difficulties. 

. I could not admit the validity of all their contentions, but no advantage 
would be gained by an argumentative examination of the memorial by paragraphs. 

I recognized that the Moslems of India felt very deeply on the subject, and the 
occasion was not one.for unprofitable controversy but for helpful co-operation.. 

I promised to do whatever was possible to help them in sending the mission, but 
as the decision may como at any moment I have already cabled a full summary of the 
memorial to the Secretary of State, as this may strengthen his hands. I expressed 
my profound confidence that whatever may be the decision, the Mohammedans of India 
will remain staunch in allegiance and loyalty to the King-Emperor. In the great war 
they made generous and whole-hearted response to the call of Empire. Their 
loyalty and assistance has .been of. the greatest value, and thousands of Moslem 



-soldiers gave, their lives-gallantly-for India and the Crown in many theatres of war. 
Now that victory is won I am confident that the Indian Moslems will not waver in 
their attitude of steadfast loyalty to His Majesty. 

I reaffirmed the previous declaration on the question of the Caliphate as a matter for 
Mohammedans only to decide. But the contention that Turkey should (? keep) the full 

. integrity.of its pre-war sovereignty and dominions could not reasonably be expected 
to be recognized. Before the Avar His Majesty's Government offered to guarantee such 
integrity, but after defeat Turkey could not expect, any more than other enemy-
Powers, wholly to escape the consequences of her action. 

I fully realized this must be matter of grief to Indian Moslems and ended as 
follows :— 

I would, however, ask them to take a practical view and a long view of the 
situation (corrupt group) letting them remember that when this unhappy war broke 
out it was unmistakably the wish of every Briton to maintain the old ties of friendship 
which bound together the British Empire and the Turkish Empire. We could so 
well have trod tegether the same path and have emerged victorious from the struggle 
side by side. Unhappily those in whose hands the destinies of Turkey rested at that 
supreme moment chose to join our enemies. That action and its consequences have 
created the difficult problems which now confront, us. But as you rightly indicate in 
your address there is a community of interests and a long tradition of friendship 
between the British and Turkish Empires. I look forward, therefore, to a time when 
our old relations with the Turkish Empire will be re-established and restored on a 
basis of mutual advantage and mutual goodwill. Do not let your minds be too much 
overclouded by the.passing shadows of to-day, when the whole world is in a state of 
flux and eyery one of us, of wdiateyer class, nation, or creed, feels buffeted and torn by 
events it has been our lot to pass through. Take a long view. (Corrupt group) good, 
will and must survive. 

Meanwhile, from the deadly struggle in which world has been engaged, the 
British Empire has emerged as strong as ever. (? Within that perfectly) His Majesty's 
Government, the religion and the lives and property of Moslems have been secured. 
Within it and beyond it there will still be an assured future for Islam and peace and 
prosperity, as in the past, for all Moslems. 

The future of India is now bright with promise. We are on the eve of a great 
experiment which, if wisely guided, will give India a high place among the 
countries of the world. For its success and for the ordered progress of this great 
country, enabling it to withstand the dangerous menace of social and political 
disorder now overshadowing the East, the fullest co-operation of Moslem India is 
essential. 

Offering you my sympathy and my help in the trouble that has brought you here 
to-day, I require your aid and co-operation in the great task which now calls for 
our united energies. 

On 28th January the Viceroy telegraphed the following rejoinder of the Caliphate 
deputation to his reply of the 20th instant :— 

" The Viceroy's reply, whilst perfectly courteous, was equally disappointing in 
that His Excellency said in emphatic language that Turkey, when she had her choice, 
deliberately drew her sword against the Allied Powers, and must take the con
sequences. We consider this means punishment for Turkey for having joined the 
Central Powers contrary to the solemn declaration made by Mr. Asquith, then. 
Prime Minister, after Turkey had so made her choice. His Excellency hoped that 
whatever the decision, Indian Moslems' loyalty would remain as staunch as ever. 
We desire to place on record our firm conviction that should the peace terms 
result unfavourably to Moslem religion and sentiments, they would place an undue 
strain upon Moslem loyalty, and knowing, as we do, the universal feeling in India 
as men with a full sense of responsibility, it is not possible for us to give the 
assurance His Excellency expected [?] It is due to the Peace Conference now sitting, 
to ourselves and to the Empire, to which we desire to remain loyal, to state in. 
explicit language the minimum that will satisfy Moslem sentiments. Arabia, delimited 
by Moslem authorities, and the holy places of Islam must remain under the control of 
the Caliph, full guarantee being taken, consistent with the dignity of a sovereign 
-State, for genuine Arabian self-government, should the Arabs desire it. We advisedly 
use word genuine because the present arrangement is thoroughly distrusted by the 
overwhelming majority of intelligent Moslem opinion. Islam has ever associated 
temporal power with the Caliphate. We therefore consider that to make the Sultan 
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11 mere puppet would add insult to injury, and would only be understood by Indian 
Moslems as an affront given them by a combination of Christian Powers. Whilst, 
therefore, we must insist on the pledge given by Mr. Lloyd George on 5th January 
1918 being fulfilled in order to show that we desire no more than the strictest 
justice, we concede the right of the Allied Powers to ask for such guarantees as may
be considered necessary for the full protection of non-Moslem races living.under the 
Sultan. We hope even at this eleventh hour that British Ministers will give due 
weight to, and appreciate Moslem sentiment in India, supported as it is by practically 
the whole of enlightened Hindu opinion. His Excellency has stated that it is just 
possible peace terms may be completed and declared within a few days, and we can 
only hope that it is not yet too late to mend what mistake may have been committed. 
We claim that the British Imperial Government is as much a trustee for Moslem and 
Indian interests as for Christian. Therefore it is not enough that our sentiment and 
wishes are placed before League, but essential that British Ministers should make our 
case their own." 

The Imperial Legislative Council.—On 2nd February the Viceroy reported that 
the following resolution was adopted unanimously at the opening meeting of the 
Imperial Legislative Council on 1st February :— 

" That this Council begs leave to tender to His Majesty the King-Emperor of 
India its dutiful homage and loyal devotion, and to express its sense of 
profound gratefulness for the Royal Proclamation issued by His Majesty on 
the memorable occasion of his having given his Royal assent to the Govern
ment of India Bill, declaring as the Proclamation does the noble and lofty 
principles of government wdiich in the future are to guide the policy of His 
Majesty V officers to enable the Indian nation to attain full responsible 
government and full political freedom as an equal member of British 
Commonwealth." 

The Viceroy went on to say that the proceedings were marked with great 
enthusiasm and unanimity. The mover, Ml. Sachchidananda Sinha, who belongs to 
the advanced political party, gave utterance to sentiments of unexceptional na ture ; 
he laid stress on the binding force of the Royal Proclamation, and explained that he 
had purposely omitted any reference to what he considered ephemeral or transitory 
portions of the Proclamation, such as the message of Royal clemency, and even the 
Government of India Act, in regard to the adequacy of which different opinions 
might be held. He preferred to emphasize those portions which were of permanent 
value, namely, the recognition of the goal of responsible government, and the ultimate 
position of India in the British Commonwealth. Surendra Nath Banerji followed 
with a really eloquent speech, which was much applauded ; he supported the resolution 
enthusiastically, but regretted that the mover.had omitted from it any mention of the 
Royal clemency, which he regarded as of permanent value in its creation of a favourable 
atmosphere for the work of co-operation, also the recognition of the Reforms Act 
as a material advance on the road to responsible government, and a reference to 
the visit of His Royal Plighhess the Prince of Wales, to whom the whole of India 
would extend a most enthusiastic and loyal welcome ; he appealed to the non-official 
European community for whole-hearted co-operation in the common task, and concluded 
with a tribute to Lord Chelmsford's personal labours in connexion with the reforms. 
Messrs. Crum and Nigel Paton, representing the Calcutta and Bombay commercial 
communities, in response to the invitation, promised the most cordial co-operation of 
non-official Europeans in making a success of the scheme, now that it had received 
the acceptance of Parliament and the assent of His Majesty the King. Mr. Sharma, in 
supporting the resolutions, laid special stress on the debt which India owed to Lord 
Chelmsforcl. Dr. Saprn said that the mover had rightly emphasized the permanently 
valuable portions of the Proclamation, and the peculiar sanctity for Indians of their 
:Sovereign's plighted word. He regarded the declaration of 1917, the Reforms Act, 
and the Royal Proclamation with great satisfaction as bringing India nearer the 
promised land. Practical problems of administration would present great difficulties 
to Indians, but they were encouraged by the examples of Gokhale, Lord Sinha, and 
others, and greatly appreciated ihe offers of good feUowship made by Messrs. Crum 
and Paton. An honest exchange of views would lead to a mutual understanding. A 
large number of other Indian non-officials cordially supported the resolution. Sir 
William Marris, accepting the resolution on behalf of the Government, said every 
official was in accord with Mr. Banerji's appeal for co-operation and the prompt 
response of non-official Europeans was of happy augury ; he -referred to the Viceroy's 



labours on behalf of the reforms, and rejoiced that so many members recognized 
them. The mover expressed his gratification at the reception of the resolutions, and 
explained that though he had omitted all reference to these subjects in the resolutions 
he fully appreciated the value of the amnesty, shared with all Indians the delighted 
anticipation of the visit of the Prince of Wales and yielded to none in gratitude to the 
Viceroy for his labours on behalf of India and the reforms. Reu te r s telegrams will 
have given you accounts of the impressive ceremony before the Council meeting Avhen 
the Viceroy formally received the shield and Union Jack presented to the Indian 
Army by the women and children of the British Isles, and will also have placed you 
in possession of a summary of the Viceroy's speech at the opening of the Council. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

International Labour Conference.—The following telegram was 4sent on 
-5th February by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governors-General 
of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, New Zealand, and the Union of South 
Africa : — 

Please communicate the following to your Government: The Governing Body 
of the International Labour Office has fixed a special meeting of the International 
Labour Conference to consider seamen's questions, to take place at Genoa 15th June 
next. The agenda is as follows :— 

(1) Application to seamen of the Washington Convention limiting working hours 
to 8 per day and 48 per week. Consequential effects on manning and on 
regulations governing accommodation and health on board. 

(2) Supervision of articles of agreement. Facilities for finding seamen employ
ment. Application to seamen of the Washington Convention and 
recommendations concerning unemployment and unemployment insurance. 

(3) Application to seamen of the Washington Convention prohibiting children's 
employment under 14 years.. 

(4) Consideration of possibility of drawing up an international seamen's code. 
The Conference will meet under conditions specified by Article 389, &c, Peace 

Treaty, governing General Conferences, Non-Government delegates and advisers 
should therefore be chosen as for the Washington Conference in agreement with the 
most representative industrial organizations, but as the agenda will be limited to 
seamen's questions they should probably include persons familiar with maritime 
affairs and commanding the confidence of shipowners and' seamen. 

As some Governments may not wish to participate in the Conference because 
their countries are not sufficiently interested in maritime questions, a telegraphic 
reply is requested by'31st March in order that arrangements may be made at Genoa. 

CANADA. 

Effect of High Bate of Exchange.—The High Commissioner received information 
on 11th February that the leading merchants and manufacturers at Montreal stated 
that the high rate of exchange between Canada and the United States was diverting 
to the United Kingdom a great amount of business which formerly went south. The 
imports from the United States were confined to goods.which Canada cannot do 
without or cannot obtain in Great Britain. . 

Scheme for Settlers-The High Commissioner was also informed that the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company was organizing a scheme for bringing to Alberta 
several thousands of settlers from Holland, Scandinavia, Belgium, and the United 
States. 

The Industrial Situation.—- According to reports received by the High Commis
sioner on 11th February, unemployment in the Dominion is not nearly so bad as had 
been expected, and'the industrial situation of Canada compares favourably with that 
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of any country in the world. The Canadian Minister of Labour has made a statement 
to that effect. The number of calls on the emergency fund for Canadian returned 
soldiers is steadily decreasing, as unemployment is being kept at a minimum 
throughout the Dominion, and a remarkable absence of labour trouble is shown by 
the Department of Labour. There is a serious shortage of female help, in view of 
which the United Boards of Trade of Western Ontario have been discussing proposals 
to encourage the immigration of young women from Great Britain. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Dairy Produce [B.E.R., x., p. 7].—On 6th February the Governor-General of 
Australia telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies with reference to his 
telegram of 29th January. Sir R. Munro Ferguson said that in regard to butter his 
Prime Minister had advised him that it would take some time to consult the 
producers, but he thought that the only possible terms of sale would be for the price 
to be that at which His Majesty's Government sold butter, less expenses, with full 
liberty to supply any market offering business. The producers had had a disastrous 
season, and were strongly resenting being unable to ship butter to America and 
Africa at the prices offered, which were considerably above those of the existing 
contract with Britain. He understood that His Majesty's Government was selling 
butter, shipped from Australia, at a considerable profit, and would, highly appreciate 
any action His Majesty's Government might take to review the price during the balance 
of the contract period. He would be glad to receive an early reply as to whether His 
Majesty's Government would entertain a proposal of an increase in price for the existing 
contract period, and whether negotiations for next season's butter could be conducted 
on the basis suggested. 

Wool.—On 6th February the Secretary of State for' the Colonies received a 
telegram from the Governor-General of Australia, transmitting a message from his 
Prime Minister to the following effect:—: 

Very widespread interest has been aroused by Press reports of enquiries by the 
Commission in. Britain disclosing the extent of profits on Australian wool sold in 
Britain and the expiration of the contract on 30th June, and Government will be 
expected to inform the new Parliament, which opens in three weeks, of full details. 
In view of this I shall be glad if you will be good enough to supply me with the 
fullest information, and in particular as to (1) the quantity of Australian wool sold, to 
date and used for civilian purposes ; (2) the average price received ; (3) the quantity 
and prices of wool (a) sold by auction, (b) sold at issue price; (4) the value of 
Bradford wool tops on the dates on which wool was released at issue prices, giving 
difference in value between the actual and the issue price for raw wool; (5) the issue 
prices for the 450,000 bales which the Government understands were sold at issue 
prices ; (6) total amount (a) received by the British Government for Australian wool 
used (i) for the Army, and (ii) for civilian purposes ; and (b) the amount due to the 
Australian growers as half share of all civilian wool sold to date ; (7) the amount of 
wool unsold to date ; (8) the current price of tops in Bradford ; (9) the date on which 
the money due to Australia will be paid. The Government wishes stronglj' to protest 
against the delay in payment and to point out that all money due to Australia to date 
ought to be paid forthwith. Further, that all profits on the half share of wool sold 
hereafter should be paid as and when sales are made, and that interest shall be paid 
to Australia on all money due to Australian growers on wool already sold for civilian 
purposes, calculated from the date of sale or issue on every parcel of wool sold for 
or used for civilian purposes from the beginning of the contract to the termination 
thereof. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Frozen Meat.—On 9th February the first two of the following telegrams were 
received by the Secretary of State for the Colonies from the Governor-General of New 
Zealand, and the third on 12th February :— 

(1) My Ministers view with grave concern information received to the effect that 
all meat stores in the United Kingdom are at the present time very full, and that 
many insidated steamers with full cargoes are lying idle in United Kingdom ports



awaiting discbarge. They point out that stores, throughout New Zealand, at present 
contain approximately five million 60-lb. carcases, and it is estimated that the remainder 
of the period- of requisition will produce another five million 60-lb. carcases. My 
Ministers would be glad to be advised of the steps which will.be taken by the Imperial 
Government to reduce the congestion, which it is understood exists in the stores 
in the United Kingdom, to enable a clearance of the Dominions meat to be made 
prior to the commencement of the new season in November next. They urge the 
necessity for prompt action, so as to avoid a most serious position arising throughout 
New Zealand, with attendant financial difficulties and great loss to producers. 

(2) I have received the following memorandum from my Prime Minister:—The 
Prime Minister begs to inform Bis Excellency that considerable unrest and some 
degree of apprehension exists among some producers of New Zealand with regard to 
outlook for the frozen meat trade in the immediate future. This feeling has arisen 
-consequent on the large accumulation of meat in store here, and the delayed arrival 
in the Dominion of shipping already promised by the Imperial authorities. It is 
feared that as a large quantity of meat owned by the Imperial Government will still 
be in store in New Zealand or in transit to England, when, as a result of the cessation 
of purchase by the Imperial Government, the producers of New Zealand have to go 
on the open market, they will find their selling operations most seriously hampered 
by the necessary occupation of shipping space by the Imperial Government meat and 
the placing of that meat on British markets in practical competition with their free 
meat. Having regard to these opinions, your Ministers feel that it is necessary that 
everything possible should IIOAY be done to enable the best information obtainable as 
to all real facts -bearing on the outlook for the meat trade from July onwards to be 
made known to the producers. This is emphasized by the fact that Press statements 
have appeared in which allegations are made to the effect that the Imperial Govern
ment has during the past year given undue preference to South America in the 
matter of refrigerated shipping and that the Overseas Dominions are being intention
ally penalized thereby. While your Ministers wholly discredit these Press statements 
they yet feel it incumbent on them to bring the facts directly under your notice, and 
to respectfully request that you will at once submit the whole matter to the Imperial 
Government and endeavour to obtain by cable a full and clear statement of the 
actual facts in order to prevent a misapprehension of the position in the minds of 
producers. 

(3) As it is certain that at the end. of the present commandeer a very large 
quantity of meat will be left in the New Zealand cold stores, ray Prime Minister asks 
whether the Imperial Government will consider the advisability of renewing the 
commandeer for another season, as it is quite certain that if meat belonging to the 
Imperial Government and other meat belonging to the New Zealand producers is 
being placed on the British market at the same time, considerable loss and incon
venience will result. The Prime Minister also states that New Zealand producers are 
feeling very serious anxiety as to what may happen during the present year, especially 
in regard to the meat export trade. 

With reference to this telegram Lord Liverpool reported on 17th February that, 
as it was being freely stated in New Zealand that the Imperial Government was 
negotiating with the Argentine for meat for France and Belgium, his Prime Minister 
desired, to suggest that the meat in store in New Zealand and belonging to the 
Imperial Government should be utilized for this purpose, and in any case that the 
interests of New Zealand in this connexion should not be overlooked. 

Dairy Produce [B.E.H., x., p. 7].—On 9th February the following telegram from 
the Governor-General of New Zealand was received by the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies informing him that when the Prime Minister of New Zealand met repre
sentatives of the producing interests on 6th February the following resolution was 
passed :—The butter and cheese committees having considered the telegram from the 
Imperial Government regarding dairy produce, wish to inform the Prime Minister 
that in view of the unanimously expressed desire of the daily producers for free 
markets, the committees are unable to quote prices and reaffirm the decision of the
industry to revert at the termination of the contracts to pre-war conditions. 

Lord Liverpool went on to say that the Prime Minister had stated that the 
committees defined a free market as one subject to no restrictions, or, if restrictions 
me imposed by the Imperial Government, one which is in other respects free to the 
vendors. In view of the foregoing the Prime Minister will be glad to learn as early 
-as possible, firstly, whether an unrestricted free market will meet the views of His 
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Majesty's Government; secondly, the nature of any restrictions likely to be imposed 
and thirdly, in the event of a free market not being permissible, whether the Imperial 
Government will be prepared to offer to purchase next season's exportable surplus of 
butter and cheese, and, if so, on what terms ? 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Indian Commission.—On 3rd February the Governor-General of South Africa. 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, informing him that 
Sir Johannes Lange, Colonel James Scott Wylie, K.C., M.V.O., and Messrs. William. 
Duncan Baxter, member of Legislative Assembly, and Henry John Iiofmeyer had 
been appointed Commissioners ; and that the terms of reference were to enquire into 
and report on the provision of law affecting (a) the acquisition of land and r ights 
affecting land in the Union by Asiatics and persons of Asiatic descent, for trading or 
other purposes ; (6) the trading or carrying on of business by such persons generally, 
or in specified localities, and whether it is in the public interest to alter the law in 
any respect; (o) to make recommendations with regard to any difficulties and 
grievances which have arisen with regard to matters (a)-and (b). 

Lord Buxton added that he understood that the Commission was prepared to
commence its sittings at Capetown about the middle of March. 

Telegraphing again on the same clay he said that Sir Johannes Lange was a 
Judge of the Supreme Court who carried weight, and would be Chairman ; Colonel 
Wylie a prominent business . man of Durban, who was a member of the Indian 
Enquiry Commission of 1914-; Mr. Baxter a Unionist member for one of the Cape 
divisions and a well-known politician ; Mr. Iiofmeyer a Johannesburg solicitor in a 
good position, and some time mayor. 

The House of Assembly.—A telegram from the Governor-General of the Union of 
South Africa, dated 7th February, announced that the House of Assembly had been 
dissolved by a proclamation of 6th February ; nomination clay would be 18th February, 
and polling clay would be 10th March. 

Natives of Southern Rhodesia,—Telegraphing on 15th February, ReuteFs agent 
reported that he had learnt that the National Executive of the Labour Party had 
appointed a deputation jointly with the Parliamentary Labour Party, to lay before the 
Prime Minister the case of the natives in Southern Rhodesia, who, it is alleged, have 
been completely dispossessed of land-ownership rights of every kind. It was also 
intended to protest against any payment of the claim made by the Chartered Company 
for administrative deficits in respect of Rhodesia,, unless there was an impartial 
-enquiry into native conditions. 

Training Ships.—Telegraphing from Capetown on 1st February, ReuteFs agent 
reported that a scheme was maturing to start a training ship, to be stationed at 
Durban, thanks to the generosity of an anonymous Durban resident, to whose son, 
-who was killed in the war, it would be a memorial. The donor proposed to purchase 
a vessel and establish a fund sufficient to meet all costs of maintenance and training ; 
and it was intended to train from 150 to 200 boys as officers and seamen in the 
mercantile marine, the main object being to assist boys of limited means. 

Telegraphing again on 6th February, he reported that an anonymous Capetown 
resident was making a present of a training ship for Table Bay, and that the estimated 
cost was 20.000Z; 
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FIJ I . 

Indian Labourers' Strike.—On 20th February the Governor of Fiji reported to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies that all strikers had returned to work at Suva 
and Rewa and that complete order prevailed. 

EGYPT. 

New Hospital,—On 28th February Lord Allenby reported [No. 180] that the 
Egyptian Government had accepted in principle the necessity for building a new 
1,200 bed hospital, with a medical school attached, in place of the present Kasr-el-
Aini. It requested that the Royal Institute of British /Architects. should be asked, 
whether they would consider the nomination of: an architect to come to Egypt to act 
as general consultant and as assessor in the event of a limited competition amongst 
Egyptian and British architects being instituted. Lord Allenby added that it should 
be made clear that the proposed consultant would not in any case be asked to act. as 
architect. 

The General Situation.—On 3rd February ReuteFs agent telegraphed from Cairo 
as follows:— - . 

It would be difficult to imagine a position of affairs more chaotic than that now 
existing in Egypt, and one more incomprehensible to both Europeans and Egyptians. 

To a people accustomed to look to and, more than most people, lean on authority, 
the present position, with a Sultan without power, a High Commissioner absent, a 
nominated Ministry representing no party and subjected daily to threats and attempts 
at assassinations, and further the presence in the country of a distinguished Minister 
of the British Crown as head of a Mission of inquiry, is bewildering to the last degree. 
The Milner Mission has amassed a vast amount of information, and its members no 
doubt'now have a fairly accurate knowledge of the problems to be solved, but they 
have been baulked at every turn when they have endeavoured to get in touch with the 
people of the country, as the boycott decreed by the Nationalists has been rigidly 
enforced, and thus a free exchange of views between the real people of Egypt and 
the members of the Commission has so far been frustrated. 

Considerable uneasiness has been expressed by the British community as a result 
of the rumours that the jurisdiction hitherto exercised by the Consular Courts in 
cases of criminal charges against subjects or citizens of European and American States 
who are entitled to be tried by the laws of their own countries, would be transferred 
to the Mixed Courts, which would adopt French criminal procedure. 

This is felt to be a matter of vital importance to the British community, as one 
of the root principles of British liberty, the writ of habeas corpus, finds no place 
therein. 

A strongly worded protest has been drawn up by the unofficial British community, 
which it is hoped will bring to the mind of the legal member of the Mission that the 
privileges which have been enjoyed for generations cannot be transferred without 
considerable opposition on the part of the British, who view with ever-growing
distrust any adventures into the unknown—-more especially now that the general 
trend of Egyptian opinion is increasingly unfriendly to Europeans. 

INDIA. 

Viceroys Letter to the Amir [B.E.R., x., p. 3].—On 21st February the Viceroy 
reported [202 S.] that he; had received a reply to his letter to the Amir dated 
10th February. The Viceroy summarized the reply as follows :—The question of the 
frontier tribes, meaning those called Afghans, and especially those like the Waziristan 
tribes, who have come under British control, requires early settlement. The tribes
men, especially the neighbouring Wazirs, being in sympathy with the Mahsuds, are 



out for a holy war, but pending a final decision between the two Governments, the 
Amir is trying to restrain them. This he will be unable to do if the war continues, 
and the Mahsuds are subjected to great pressure. Early discussion will solve these 
difficulties. As regards negotiations for a treaty of friendship, the Amir prefers to 
rely on .tho clear text of the Treaty of Peace, rather than on the result of verbal 
discussions between Grant and Ali Ahmad Khan. The natural inclination of 
Afghanistan is to be friendly with Great Britain and with every other- Government, 
provided her full rights and independence are secured. She would like a permanent 
treaty of friendship, but some of the tests of friendship required by Grant " are : 
totally contrary to the independence of our Royal Government." 

For instance, the demand that Afghanistan shall not become the focus of Powers 
hostile to the British. The Afghan Government naturally desires its country to be 
the focus of advancement. Fox this reason it first.turned to the British, but fate 
brought about a misunderstanding. The British could not (sic) have made 
Afghanistan the focus of friendship for themselves, but missed their opportunity 
through not understanding the extraordinary kind of exultation, of feeling aroused 
amongst the Afghans. " The British Government did not show us the warmth of 
friendship that we should not become the focus for others." Unless remedies were 
considered at once, probably the warmth of friendship will turn into coolness. 

The demand for the expulsion of Indian seditionists cannot be complied with. 
They are political refugees such as are to be found in every country. As regards the 
Bolsheviks, during the war with the British, Afghanistan was forced to turn to 
Russia, and is now obliged to enter into relations with her " for the purpose of 
protecting the rights (?), especially the Governments of Bokhara and Khiva." 

Finally, the Amir shared the Yiceroy's desire for the removal of difficulties and 
misunderstandings. He advocated early discussions with the hope that they would 
end in a permanent treaty of friendship, and had nominated his representatives, 
awaiting the Viceroy's selection of time and place of meeting. 

" Naturally, I consider it proper that friendly discussions and the conclusion of 
a permanent treaty should take place at the capital of Your Excelleucy's Government 
in England, so that no doubt or misgiving may be left, and swear (corrupt group) 
finally (? on the spot). In order that I may know (? these) verbal discussions have 
been pioposed with sincere intentions, Your Excellency might stop in a proper manner 
the hostile movements against the frontier of Afghans." 

The foregoing passage is construed by the Afghan envoy to mean that the Amir 
would like the discussions to clear away misunderstandings, as well as the negotiations 
for permanent friendship, both to take place in London. It further implies that 
hostilities against the Waziristan tribes should cease pending the discussions. These 
points, however, are not regarded as being put forward as definite stipulations. 

The Viceroy considered the letter temperate on the whole, but remarked on the 
notable omission of any assurance that Afghanistan would not be used as a focus for 
Bolshevik activities against India. The Viceroy considered that the letter was 
intended to make it plain that the Amir had, as yet, come to no definite agreement 
with the Bolsheviks, and that it was still open to us to outbid them. 

The Viceroy is proposing to reply to the Amir that he welcomes the idea of 
discussions to clear away misunderstandings and to pave the way for a treaty of 
friendship, and that he' has come to the conclusion that Lucknow is the most 
commodious and convenient place of meeting for such a conference to be held. 
Arrangements would be made without delay. 

Viceroy's Weekly Report.—The following report was sent by the Viceroy on 18th 
February :— 

The third session of the All-India Caliphate Conference met on 16th February at 
Bombay. There was a large gathering of Moslems and Hindu sympathizers. 
Mr. Mahomed Chotani, Chairman of the Reception Committee, in the course of his 
speech pointed out that, in spite of strong representations, no assurance had yet been 
given that their legitimate demands would be acceded to. The only consolation the 
Viceroy offered them was that their demands had been adequately placed before the 
Peace Conference. Moslems hesitated to admit that England had not a decisive voice 
in the Peace Conference. Which Power, asked the speaker, was pressing the British 
occupation of Palestine and Mesopotamia? Did any Power compel the British 
Government to occupy the Holy Places of Islam through, the agency of the Sherif of 
Mecca, who had violated the sacred traditions of Islam and had thus created suspicion 
and tinrest in the Moslem world ? They had every reason to fear that their demands 



"could not be properly placed before the Peace' Conference by the British delegates 
until Mesopotamia and Palestine had been evacuated by England. Referring to.the 
Bolshevik danger he said that there was a risk of the Bolsheviks making the best use 
of. the situation in which the British, the Allied Powers, and the whole Moslem world 
would be involved. The only possible way to crush Bolshevism was to make a 
favourable settlement with Turkey in accordance with the religious sentiments of 
Moslems. The Hon. Mr. Bhnrgri, President, said that the expulsion of Turks from 
their homes appeared to be a dreadful contingency which might materialize at any 
moment. In view of the clear rights and definite promises given, Moslems were 
fully entitled to demand that,due regard should be paid to their interests and beliefs.. 
In conclusion he said that the decision about the future of Turkey rested entirely 
with Britain, and she could induce other nations to forgo any annexation of territory 
belonging to Turkey. 

The Punjab reports that Jallianvyala Bagh has been acquired for 51 lakhs -for 
the purchase of a national memorial. The Extremists still attack any supporter of 
Government, the worst example being the branding as infidels of the Indian Moslem 
sepoys who fought against the T u r k s - w h i c h has been clone by certain moulvis. The 
general political situation is, however, easier, the prospects being better than they 
have been for the last three months. 

Moo fired on at Sholapur.—On 19th February the Viceroy reported that a mob 
had become violent at Sholapur (Bombay Presidency) on the evening of .1.6th February 
and had stoned officers aud men. It was necessary to fire to disperse:,the mob, and 
there were six casualties among the strikers. All was quiet, when the telegram 
was sent. 

Bombay Mill Strikes. — Apparently Bombay has been quiet since work was 
resumed, as no report of any further disorders has reached the India Office. 

The, Caliphate Deputation.—This deputation reached England on 26th February. 
The Rupee.—On 6th February the A^iceroy telegraphed as follows :— 
The views of the public have not yet sufficiently crystallized, to enable us to 

summarize them (? usefully). So far the Press reports from Calcutta state that the 
general opinion is favourable. The report oE our Deputy Controller of Currency at 
Bombay is to the same effect, but we wait further expressions of opinion on this 
point in view of attitude of the Times of India. The Pioneer and the Englishman 
unreservedly welcome the solution. The fatter congratulates the Secretary of State 
and the Government of India on putting the policy in-tp effect without hesitation or 
delay, and remarks that Mr. Dalai would surely not have written his Minority Report 
if there had been any danger of its adoption. The Statesman, while fully agreeing 
with the linking of the rupee to gold, and not definitely objecting to the actual rate 
adopted, qualifies its acceptance thereof by remarking that the Committee would 
have done well to have investigated more closely the possible effects on export trade.. 
I t applauds the decision not to allow a sudden rush of gold to India. The opinion 
of the Times of India is at present somewhat indefinite. R describes Dalai's report 

f  o e sas a masterly production, but '  not identify (? itself) with his recommendations. 
It expresses some misgivings as to our ability to maintain the high rate in view of 
possible heavy remittances home. It also points out that the (? permanent) fixing of 
the rate at 2s. gold rests on the fundamental assumption of a prognostication of high 
world prices, and expresses some doubt of parity (? in Calcutta) when external prices 
fall, but gives no indication of what alternative policy it would prefer. It describes 
the Secretary of State's announcement as halting between the views of (? the 
majority) and those of Dalai. It promises further articles from time to time, and 
meanwhile' invites correspondence: The telegraphic summaries of articles in the 
Madras Mail, the Madras Times and the Hindu, are on the whole favourable. Sir 
Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy, who is now in Delhi, says that they have no apprehension of 
any deletereous effect on export trade, but will probably oppose the continuance of 
the Gold Import Act as detrimental to India. Informal conversations with other 
non-official members have not as yet disclosed any particular interest on their part in 
the report. We wijl report further when the opinions of the Indian (? vernacular) 
newspapers have been received, and wi l l ' in l d icate ' the 'general Criticism' !upon its 
expressions of opinion on the part of the public. 

Telegraphing again on 12th February, he said the full text of the articles in the 
Madras Mail and thellindu, referred to in the telegram of 6th February, have since 
been received. The Madras Mail welcomes the fixing of the exchange at a high level 



ajid combats the views of the advocates of a low exchange. As regards linking the 
rupee to gold, it doubts whether the advantages gained are worth the sacrifices of 
stability in sterling, but it admits that the Committee's policy opens an avenue to 
stability, and that in the long run it is calculated to lead to a permanent solution of 
the currency difficulties. The Hindu considers the main recommendations conceived on 
sound lines, especially the linking of the rupee to gold, and expresses the opinion that 
a return to a low exchange would be fraught with very serious consequences. The 
comments of the Advocate of India (Bombay) are on simitar lines, and it congratulates 
the Committee on framing the report on the only lines which common sense and 
expediency dictate. Further articles in the Statesman comment on the disapprobation 
with which the report is said to have been greeted in certain quarters in Bombay, 
attributing it to a belief cherished in that city in the possibility of controlling the 
exchange by ingenious devices. The Statesman points out that the change of policy 
now made, although apparently a desertion of sterling, is in reality the expression of a 
resolve to remain faithful to the standard to which sterling formerly adhered. As 
regards the actual rate adopted, its opinion appears somewhat more favourable 
than that expressed in its previous article referred to in our telegram of the 6th 
instant, being to the effect that the Committee could not have adopted any other rate 
consistently with their terms of reference. The Rangoon Times does ,not appear to 
have fully realized the difference between the sovereign and pound sterling. It draws 
attention to the anomaly of a difference between the acquisition rate and the legal 
tender value, and remarks on the incentive to smuggling. The general comments 
of the Servant of India are on lines similar to those of the article in the Times 
of India, previously reported. The Leader (Allahabad) does not agree with the 
criticism that acceptance of the Committee's recommendations will injure export 
trade, and remarks that in any case the interests of the Indian consumer should be 
placed before those of exporters. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

Representation at Washington [B.E.R., iv., p. 4j.—On 20th February the 
Governor-General of Canada enquired of the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether the matter of Canadian representation at AVashington had been taken up 
with the United States Government, as it was anticipated that the question would be 
raised in Parliament in the following week. In reply to this, the Secretary of State 
telegraphed on 24th February that His Majesty's Charge d'AIfaires at Washington 
was being instructed to make a communication on the lines arranged with the 
Canadian Government to the Government of the United States of America. 

In accordance with this assurance, a telegram [No. 208] was despatched from the 
Foreign Office to Mr. Lindsay at Washington on. 26th February, requesting him to 
make the following communication to the United States Government:— 

In view of the importance of the relations between Canada and the United 
States, His Majesty's Government have for some time been in communication 
with the Canadian Government, with the object of providing for more complete 
representation of Canadian interests at Washington than has hitherto existed. 
Such a development seems clearly desirable in view of the constant increase, 
which, will no doubt be maintained in future, in commercial and social inter
course between Canada and the United States. To meet this situation, a 
representative, selected by the Canadian Government with the rank of Minister 
Plenipotentiary, is about to be appointed to deal with Canadian affairs ; he will 
be a member of the Embassy staff. His Majesty's Government have no doubt 
that the introduction of this system, designed as it is to facilitate the transaction 
of business between the United States and Canada, will be acceptable to the 
United States Government. It is proposed to announce the introduction of the 
new system, both here and in Ottawa, at an early date. 
By a telegram [No. 209] despatched at the same time, Mr. Lindsay was authorized, 

in explanation of the above, to add verbally, that the introduction of the new system 
will not denote any departure, either on the part of His Majesty's Government or of 
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the Canadian Government, from the principle, of the diplomatic unify of the, British 
Empire, The new Minister wili rank in the Embassy immediately after the 
Ambassador, and will take charge in the latter's absence. He will, however, at all 
times be the ordinary channel of communication in matters of purely Canadian 
interest. He will receive credentials direct from the King, as in the case of His 
Majesty's Minister at Paris, 

As a matter of courtesy to the United States Government, their concurrence as 
soon as possible was requested.. 

League of Nations.—The Governor-General telegraphed on .13th February to the 
Secretary of State, on the subject of British votes in. the League of Nations, to the 
following effect:-— 

With reference to previous telegrams, my Ministers have been informed 
confidentially from an United States source, that a modification of the Lenroot 
reservation is likely to be agreed upon in the following terms 

" U n t i l P a r t L , being the covenant of the League of Nations, shall be so 
amended as to provide that the United States shall be entitled to cast a number 

. of votes equal to that which any member of the League and its self-governing 
Dominions, Colonies, or part of Empire in the aggregate, shall be entitled tb
cast, the United States assumes no obligation to be bound by any election,, 
decision, finding or report of. an Assembly or Council, in which any member of 
the.League and its self-governing Dominions, Colonies or parts of Empire, in the 
aggregate, have cast more than vote. The United States assumes lib obligation 
tb be bound by any decision, finding or report of an Assembly or Council, arising 
out of any dispute between the United States and any member of the League, if 
such member; or any self-governing Dominion, Colony, Empire or part of Empire 
united with it politically, has voted." 

The Canadian people would look upon the final adoption of such, a reservation 
by the United States Government as a direct challenge of their position. Such action 
would be deeply resented here, and the Canadian Government cannot possibly accede 
to it. My Ministers feel that it should be made perfectly clear to the United States 
Government that no such reservation, either in its original or modified form, as is 
contained in the first portion of the Lenroot reservation, coidd be acceded to by the 
British Empire. My Ministers feel it necessary clearly to advise you of the situation 
before any further action is taken. 

' Treaty with Bulgaria.- On 19th February the Governor-General telegraphed to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies the following enquiry as to the ratification of 
the Bulgarian Treaty :—In view of the policy adopted last session by my Ministers, 
with reference to the submission to Parliament for approval of the Treaty of Peace 
with enemy countries, they think it is desirable to submit the Bulgarian Treaty to 
Parliament. Parliament meets again on 28th February, and they enquire whether 
ratification could be delayed for this purpose without serious prejudice to important 
interests. They think the action of Parliament can be completed at an early date. 

Reciprocity with British Honduras.—On 25th February the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies transmitted to the Governor-General of Canada the request "bf the 
Governor of British Honduras that the following resolution of the Select Committee of the 
Legislative Council might be communicated to the Governor-Generals Ministers :— 

"Tha t reciprocity arrangements would be favourably entertained by this 
Colony, on the lines of the agreement between Canada and certain West Indian 
Colonies, dated 9th April 1912, provided that the Government of Canada can 
secure for the Colony regular steamship communications, and that the -Govern
merit of Canada be requested to inform this Government at the earliest possible 
date whether it is prepared to include the Colony in the said agreement." 

. Imports from the United Kingdom.—Information received by the High 
Commissioner on 25th February gives the total value of imports from the United 
Kingdom during January as $16,400,000, the largest figure attained in any month 
since the outbreak of war. Textiles showed the largest increase. Imports from the 
United States amounted to 174,000,000. . J j , \ . . ; r j 

Canadian-Australian Service.—The High Commissioner has been, informed -that 
the regular Canadian-Australian service o f . the Canadian Goverinfient, Merchant 
Marine was inaugurated on 23rd February.  ; ; - ;.-, 7 -"' 



Immigration [B.E.IL, xi., p. 9].—It has been reported to the High Commissioner; 
-that 'a big-immigration movement into Canada from the' United States is already 
in progress'. '-.-

AUSTRALIA. 

League of Nations.—On 21st February the Governor-General of Australia, 
telegraphing to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, transmitted the following 
message from his Prime Minister : — 

I quite agree that it is most desirable that on questions of great moment all 
parts of the Empire should, present a united front. Also I think that the-suggestion 
that these should be discussed previously is good in itself, but the appointment for 
the purpose of discussion of a representative in London raises a most important 
question. Whether the machinery is compatible with those rights of self-government 
which the Dominions possess and that status under the League of Nations which is 
-accorded to them by the Treaty seems doubtful. Without prejudice to any such 
proposal I think, however, that it is very desirable that the various parts of the 
Empire should :keep in intimate touch with one another and that each part should be 
informed of what the others are doing or intend to do, and I think that pro tern, a 
branch of the British Cabinet Secretariat would be the mest convenient means of 
ensuring that each part of the Empire may, before its own views are communicated 
finally to the Secretariat-General, be informed of the policy of the other parts. 

Wool.—Oil 24th February the Governor-General, of Australia transmitted to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies the following telegram from his Prime Minister :— 

On the 26th February Parliament opens, and it is imperative that the information 
and assurances for which I have asked should be available. It is. clear that the 
position is impossible and cannot continue in view of the magnitude of the sums 
involved and the fact that since the armistice, at least, the British Treasury has 
received its half share of the profits upon the sale of our wool, while neither the 
Commonwealth Government nor the growers have even been informed of the amount 
of their half share. 

In reply to this the Secretary of State telegraphed to the Governor-General on 
.25th February as follows:—With reference to your telegrams of 6th [B.E.R., 
xi., p. 10] and 24th February with regard to wool, His Majesty's Government 
regret that the Commonwealth Government should have been caused any embarrass
ment by Press reports following upon the proceedings of the Board of Trade 
Profiteering Committee. The report of that Committee, which is being sent by mail, 
makes no estimate of profits on Australian wool sold in Great Britain. Fanciful 
estimates of these profits have, however, been published, and His Majesty's Goveru
ment have been attacked for not issuing Australian wool at contract price to British 
consumers, having in mind that since 1916, Australian manufacturers have received 
their supplies at the basis price of.the Imperial purchase contract. On this point His 
Majesty's Government fully accept the desire of the Commonwealth Government, as 
stated in your telegram of 16th December, that all sales henceforward shall be made 
by open auction, or alternatively that the Commonwealth Government, shall be 
consulted as to the issue price. Every effort has been made to obtain the fullest 
possible information in reply to your Prime MinisteFs questions, but until the accounts 
have been fully audited the immense volume and complexity of these wool transactions 
make it impossible to ascertain results with reasonable accuracy at the end of each 
financial year. The following replies supplied by the Ministry of Munitions are based 
on very carefully framed estimates, but the greatest possible caution should be used 
in making them public, for His Majesty's Government cannot be responsible for errors 
and omissions which may considerably alter the final result. Wrong inferences as to 
the future may be easily drawn from these figures, for there is considerable accumula
tion of wool of slow sale which will lie ultimately sold with little or no margin of 
profit. ' i : 

1. Up to date the sales total approximately 1,100,000 bales of military wool and 
2,100,000 bales for civilian purposes. 

2. The average price, cannot be yet ascertained. 
3. Since 1st April 825,000 bales have'1 been sold at auction, and 50,000 bales niore 

at the equivalent - of auction prices. The average auction price is estimated at $9^d, 
per lb. Wool sales at issue prices in the United Kingdom 336,000 bales, and to the 



s 

Allies 190,000 bales, the average price working out at approximately 29-fd. per l b -
All these figures include a proportion of scoured wool. As the quantities given in my 
telegram of 30th December included New Zealand and South African wool, they were
considerably larger than those now given. 

4. It is impossible to answer this question in detail, as the prices of wool and 
tops varied daily between April and November, and in view of the great variety of 
grades and qualities. Taking, however, 64's as typical of fine wools, which have gone 
u p heavily in price throughout the auctions, and 46's as typical of coarser wools, which, 
have varied very little in price, the following figures are supplied :— 

64's, issue price April to November, clean scoured, basis 63d. ; London auction 
sales, April average 73d., May S4cL, July 79c?., October lOOd. Resultant tops quoted 
April at 73c!., May S8d., July 106c?., October 123a!. 

46's, issue price for wool April to October, clean scoured, basis 33d.; average 
auction prices, April 36c?., May 38c?., July 35c?., October 38d. Resultant tops quoted 
April 39c?., May 4-2d., July 4M., October 45d. 

5. This is answered under 3. 
6. The closest approximation that can be made of moneys received by His 

Majesty's Government for Australian wool for army purposes 45,500,000?., and for 
civilian purposes 107,500,000. Of profits clue to growers, no estimate can be made 
except that up to 31st March 1918, including underwriting profits, the growers' share 
according to provisional accounts was slightly over 1,900,0001. 

7. At the end of December last, the approximate number of bales of wool unsold 
was as follows : - -

United Kingdom - - 323,000 Afloat - 244,000 
America - - - - 50,000 Australia appraised quan-
Antwerp - 15,000 titles slightly under - 1,400,000 

8. The current prices for tops at Bradford, 5th February 1920 were :— 
70's - - - - - 156 50's - - - - 70v 
64's warp - - - - 150 48's - 51 
64 'sordy. - - - - 147 46's  - - - - - 42 
60's sup. - - - - 141 44's - - - - . 3 9 
58's - - - - - 112 40's - - - - - 36 
56's - - - - - 96 36's - - - - 34 

9. Until the end of last year the Imperial wool trading account continually 
showed a large debit balance owing to moneys paid out for wool purchased being 
greatly in excess of moneys received for wool sold. The total debit balance in the 
Imperial wool trading account as a whole was in excess of 5,000,000?. on 31st 
December. It is estimated that payments in respect of Australian wool exceeded 
153,000,000?. up to 31st December, receipts being somewhat less, but the exact figures 
are not yet ascertainable. 

His Majesty's Government are quite unable to assent to the proposal that the-
Australian share of the wool profits ought to be paid forthwith, and that such profits 
should be hereafter paid as and when sales are made. Up to the present no surplus has 
accrued out of which any bonus coidd be paid. Clips were bought as a whole, and no 
clip has been as yet totally sold, because large quantities of almost unsaleable wool have 
accumulated out of each successive clip. The profits made up to 31st March 1919 
were on a very small scale, and profits since made cannot possibly be accurately 
computed and audited until after the close of the financial year on 31st March 1920.. 
A time will arrive when the payment of an interim dividend will be both reasonable 
and advisable, but such a distribution could not possibly be justified for several 
months to come, and the amounts payable must be determined by His Majesty's 
Treasury in view of the available cash surplus in the trading account and other 
3-elevant factors. The Commonwealth Government may rest assured that full interest 
will be paid to Australia on the growers' share of the cash surpluses. 

Butter [B.E.R., xi, p. 10].—-On 26th February the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies informed the Governor-General of Australia that the Food Controller was 
nnable to consider any amendment of the purchase price of butter while the present 
contract was in operation, and that it was not possible at present to reply definitely 
regarding a further contract, as the question of a continuation of control had not been 
definitelv settled. . 



Meat. - O  n 18th February the following telegram, from the. Prime Minister of 
Australia was transmitted by.the Governor-General to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies :— . , l , .-, , r l  ( , , i u 

I have not yet received a reply to my previous urgent telegram with regard 
to meat. Cable reports indicate that the British Government have purchased Pata
gonian meat, and Australian growers are most anxious to learn whether it is also 
proposed that Empire grown meat should be purchased by His Majesty's Government. 

In reply to this and a previous telegram on 23rd February, the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General of Aitstralia as follows:—

(1) As indicated in my telegram of 1st November, the Board of Trade are 
advised that the date of the termination of the Australian contracts is governed by 
section I (I.) of the Termination of the Present War Definition Act, .1918. I t is 
impossible, however, to state at present how soon the proclamation under this section 
is likely to be issued, in view of the.fact that treaties with all the enemy Powers are 
not completed. 

(2) His Majesty's Government do not desire to enter into further contracts for 
the purchase of meat after the termination of those now existing. 

(3) As regards Patagonia, His Majesty's Government recently found it advisable 
to renew the contract in force during the war for the purchase of the exportable 
surplus of Patagonian mutton and lamb in respect of the present killing season; 
which ends in April 1920. The amount involved is about 25,000 tons. This 
purchase was made with the object of protecting as far as possible the supplies of 
Australian and New Zealand mutton and lamb under the control of His Majesty's 
Government from the competition, of freshly killed mutton exported from foreign 
sources. The steamers employed in conveying this mutton are of limited capacity 
and are not suitable for diversion to the Australian or New Zealand trade. , 

Telegraphing again on the same clay to the Governor-General of Australia, the 
Secretary of State informed him that the Government of New Zealand had urged a 
short extension of the contract for the purchase of New Zealand meat, which included 
at present only meat put into cold store by 30th June 1920, and added that it might 
be advisable, if the Australian contracts should not have been terminated by that 
date owing to the non-issue of the proclamation, to extend the New Zealand contract 
so as to make it terminate at the same time as the Australian contracts, and the matter 
was being considered. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Meat.—The following telegram was sent on 23rd February by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies to the Governor-General of New Zealand in reply to the latter's 
telegrams of 9th, 12th and 17th February : — 

As regards continuation of purchases of New Zealand meat after 30th June 1920, 
the matter is under consideration and I will reply as soon as possible. 

As regards other points the position is as follows :—Since November 1919 there 
has been increasing congestion in the ports and cold stores of the United Kingdom 
with a resultant delay in the discharge of ships recently arrived. This state of affairs 
was caused by unavoidable delays in the return of requisitioned ships to their owners 
in the early months of 19.19, delays in outward sailings from London about the same 
period on account of labour troubles, subsequent delays owing to coaling and labour 
difficulties at intermediate ports and unusual delays in the ports, of Australia and New 
Zealand. The general effect has been a disarrangement of the shipping programme, 
so that the arrival of a large number of vessels in the United Kingdom coincided 
with the period when home grown meat is usually available for sale in abundance. 
Further, beef is commonly eaten in greater quantity than mutton and lamb in the 
United Kingdom, in winter. 

From now until the summer the supplies of home grown meat in the United 
Kingdom will be much less important and the consumption of mutton and lamb 
normally increases. Arrangements have been made for larger quantities of Australian 
and New Zealand mutton and lamb to be placed on the market. Large sales of New 
Zealand lamb have been made to the United States and endeavours are being made 
to'develop this; market;' ' The possibility of making sales on the Continent, has not 
been overlooked, but Continental nations prefer beef to mutton or lamb.' Further, 
the French Government control importation of meat into France, and import, licences 
on private account are not at present obtainable. The matter is being taken Ht, with 
the Uovernment of France. 



I hope that your Ministers will issue a categorical denial of the statement that 
preference has. been shown to the shipment of supplies from South America during 
the past year. As your Ministers are aware, the diversion of steamers from Australia 
and. New Zealand to South America was a Avar measure imposed on His Majest,y's 
Government by dire necessity. With the cessation of the need, the diversion 
terminated and steamers were returned to Australian and New Zealand trade as fast 
as they were released by the ' Shipping Controller. Every such vessel, has now 
returned to the Australian and New Zealand trade. Moreover, every opportunity 
which offered itself for diverting Plate steamers to Australia and New Zealand has 
been taken. Two such steamers, capable of carrying 8,000 tons of meat, are now on 
the outward voyage, and New Zealand will ultimately benefit from these steamers. 
Endeavours have been made to charier American and Italian insulated steamers for 
New Zealand trade, but unfortunately the negotiations were unsuccessful. 

Your Ministers should know that His Majesty's Government recently found it 
advisable to renew the contract in force during the war for the purchase of the 
exportable surplus of Patagonian mutton and lamb in respect of the present killing
season, which ends April .1920. The amount involved is about 25,000 tons. This 
purchase was made with the object of protecting as tar as possible the supplies of 
Australian and New Zealand mutton under the control of His Majesty's Government 
from the competition of freshly killed meat exported from foreign sources. The 
steamers employed in conveying this meat are of limited capacity and not suitable for 
diversion to the Australian or New Zealand trade. 

In conclusion, quite apart from reasons of an Imperial character, Ills Majesty's 
Government are most anxious to avoid expenditure for storage in New Zealand and 
for demurrage on steamers. Consequently, it is to their interest as much as to that 
of the New Zealand Government to put an end to the present congestion and to ship 
the New Zealand output of the current season at the earliest possible date. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

WdoL-Oa. 26th February the following telegram was sent by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies to the Governor-General of South Africa :— 

The Minister of Munitions'regrets that no estimate of profits due to South African 
growers can be yet made as no trading accounts have been completed beyond 
31st March 1918, up to which date no South African wool had been sold, it is 
hoped that the profits made up to 31st March 1919 will be ascertained in the course 
of the next few months. Until the accounts have been completed and audited it is 
impossible to estimate them with reasonable accuracy. 

The total number of South African bales landed was 111,373. Of these approxi
mately 41,000 were sold before 1st April 1919, and 1,300 between 1st April and 
31st December 1919, for military purposes. Approximately 30,000 were sold prior to 
1st April .1919, and 37,600 between 1st April and 31st December 1919, for civil 
purposes. Approximately 13,400 bales of the above have been sold at auction since 
1st April 1919. The remainder at issue prices. It is anticipated that the small 
number of bales remaining will be disposed of shortly. The gross amount received 
from sales up to 31st December 1919 is approximately 2,8O0,0OOZ. for civil and 
1,700,0001. for military. Payments have still to be made from the total of these 
amounts on account of rebates to the Army vote and to the Allies, for carriage on 
British railways, for interest on capital, for seryices rendered by other Government. 
departments, and for sundry other charges. 

South African growers will not be prejudiced by the unavoidable delay in 
settlement. While the wool trading account was in debt to the British Treasury it 
was debited with interest, and it will lie credited with interest by the Treasury, during 
the whole period, on amounts by which it has been in credit. Full interest will lie 
therefore paid to South Africa on the growers' share of cash surpluses. 

Transvaal Nationalists' Election Manifesto.—The Transvaal Nationalist Party 
has issued its election manifesto. It demands a number of social and economic 
reforms, including, for instance, industrial development by the extension of railways 
and the amendment of the Customs tariffs,'the limitation of working hours, the 
restriction of immigration until the industrial population of Soutli Africa has assured 
its position, the recognition of Trade Unions, the repatriation of Asiatics, the segrega
tiou of natives and the establishment of old age and invalid pensions. (Renter, 
Pretoria, 17th February.) 



The Electioneering Campaign.—In the course of an electioneering speech at 
Pretoria on 19t,h February, General Smuts, dealing with Sir Thomas Sraartfs. 
criticism of the Government for " i t s failure to prevent speculation in foodstuffs,,to 
purchase the Union's wheat crop, at a fair price, and to control'millers' and bakers' 
prices," said that the present high prices were being caused by world conditions 
aggravated by one of the heaviest droughts recorded in the history of South Africa. 
Moreover, he declared, the plentifuluess of money in South Africa:had encouraged 
waste, extravagance and gambling. It would be the first business of Parliament to
take drastic steps against the-.profiteer on the people's food, by passing an Act as 
severe as the English law on the subject. Local committees should also be given 
drastic powers to check rack-renting, and the Government should be prepared to 
advance money to, local authorities for the purpose of assisting their housing schemes. 
Referring to the suspension of the import duties on wheat, flour and maize, General 
Smuts said that this step had been taken on account of profiteering in which, millers 
were involved. He would license dealers and brokers in foodstuffs who, if they went 
in for speculation, would be cleared out of business by the cancelling of their licences', 
(Renter. Pretoria, 19th February.) 

In a speech at Johannesburg on 19th February, inferring to Sir Thomas Smartt;'s 
speech at, Pretoria on the 15th instant in which the Unionist Leader maintained that 
his party was- guiltless as regards existing economic conditions and that the Unionists 
had done their utmost to impress upon the Government the necessity of improving 
the- condition of the workers, Colonel Greswell, the Labour Leader, declared, in a , 
speech, that before the Unionists would move in Parliament to relieve the high costs , 
of living and oppose profiteering they had to be " kicked by some labour resolution." 
The Labour Party would fight for the fixing of,prices whenever possible and also for 
public control of the country's credit through the establishment of a State Bank. He 
affirmed that the Unionists' main stock-in-trade was their appeal to racial passion. 

Colonel Creswell added that he was as determined as any man to maintain the 
Union's status as a-great self-governing Dominion of the Empire. (Reuteiy Johannes
burg, 19th February.) 

The Elections.--A feature worthy of notice in the nominations received for the 
elections to the House of Assembly is the fact that apart from Sir Thomas Smartt, the 
Unionist Leader, who has been returned unopposed for Fort Beaufort, only two other 
Unionists are unopposed,' Mr. R. Feetham (Parktown) and Mr. Van der Riet (Albany). 
Another striking feature is the number of urban constituencies in the Transvaal in 
which three or four candidates are seeking election. In four Witwatersrand seats, for 
example, Internationalist Socialists are opposing Labour candidates. General, Smuts 
lias three opponents at Pretoria West, a Unionist, a Nationalist and a Labour candi
date, but only in a comparatively few cases are Unionists and members of the South 
African (?) contesting the same seat. (Renter, Capetown, 18th February). 

South African Politics.—Speaking at a Unionist election rally in Pretoria, Six-
Thomas Smartt, Leader of the Opposition, paid a tribute to General Potha's and 
General Smuts', attitude during the war, and said that had this been otherwise, 
South Africans fate would have been terrible to contemplate. He would have liked to 
see a United-Party going, forward to fight the, great, issue raised by the Nationalists 
which the Labour Leader, Colonel Creswell, had treated so lightly. The Nationalist 
movement aimed not at substituting, a republican for a monarchical form of govern
ment, but was solely and entirely anti-British. 

Dealing with economic questions, Sir Thomas claimed that, the Unionists were 
guiltless as far as existing conditions were concerned. One of their foremost planks 
was the prevention of a monopolization of the necessaries of life. They had impressed 
upon the Government that it was essential that the conditions of the workers should 
be improved. The Unionists were the only democratic party ; they welcomed the 
real representatives of the labouring people, but they were opposed to class hostility 
and direct action. 

Sir Thomas Smartt criticized the Governments failure to prevent speculation in 
foodstuffs, and to purchase the TJnion's wheat crop at a fair price, and to control 
millers' aiid bakers' prices. (Renter, Pretoria, 15th February.) 

General Smuts and the League of Nations.—The Prime Minister, General Smuts, 
speaking at, an agricultural show luncheon in Ma-lmsbury, expressed the hope that the 
League of Nations would teach all peoples that they are brothers. This, he said, 
could be taken as an. example for South Africa. 



' General Smuts welcomed the presence of four German " f r i ends" from ex-
German South-West Africa who had been attending the conference of the Farmers ' 
Associations at Pretoria. The Prime Minister also extended a welcome to the new 
South-West Protectorate, and hoped that the people of the Union would -live
together in prosperity. with the permanent population of that country.' (Renter, 
Malmsbury, 12th February.) 

Native Troubles.-General Smuts in a speech here to-day, referring to the native
trouble, said that that day he had been busy with something serious and dangerous 
that was moving on the Witwatersrand. He stated that between 30,000 and 40,000 
blacks were on strike, and by means of well-organized picketting, were doing 
things they would have considered the natives incapable of. He had seen, he 
said, portents and signs that- a tremendous change was coming over South Africa. 
The nonsense they had been talking of republics, and of blood and tears, the 
native would put into practice, and too late they would find that their idle talk had 
put these mischievous ideas into the heads of the natives. (Renter, Pretoria, 
19th February.) 

High Prices.—The report of the " Cost of Living Commission " contains the 
following recommendations to the Government:—Extended power for the Commission 
and for Local Committees on the lines of the English Profiteering Act; the establish
ment of market bureaux; the dissemination of information relating to prices; 
Government encouragement for the establishment of consumers' co-operative stores ; 
the formation of Rent Appeal Boards; Government importation of wheat or flour; 
the fixing of the price of butter and fat at 2s. per pound ; legislation for preventing 
speculation; the establishment of a board to regulate prices on lines similar to those 
in use in the system in connexion with! the Natal sugar industry, .which applies 
to planters, millers, refiners, and wholesale and retail, dealers, with periodical 
modifications. ; 

The Commission then makes the following comment :—" A wave of extravagance 
in permeating every class with the exception of that part of the population whose 
incomes are barely sufficient to meet necessitous demands, though even there, there 
is an appalling amount of waste." The report recommends training in domestic 
science as a remedy for waste. 

In conclusion the report states that it is clearly proved that the present
wheat prices are largely clue to speculation, in which some large millers have 
participated. (Renter, Pretoria, 19th February.) 

Cereal Shortage.—In view of the shortage of supplies of cereals, the Union. 
Government has decided to suspend the import duties on wheat, flour and maize. 
(Renter, Pretoria, 17th February.) 

Indians in Africa.—At a meeting of the Council held to-day, another discussion 
took place with regard to the position of the Indians in Africa, Sir George Barnes, 
Commerce Member, said that Sir Benjamin Robertson had proceeded to make full 
enquiries in South Africa, British East Africa and Uganda, and to confer with the 
local officials, while Lord Milner, Mr. Montagu and. General Sir Edward Northey 
could confer in London. A resolution was finally adopted that Sir Benjamin. 
Robertson would make enquiries and submit suggestions to the Government of India.. 
Mr. G. S. Khapards complained of the personnel of the South African Commission 
[B.E.R., xi., p. 12], regretting that no Indian representative had accompanied 
Sir Benjamin Robertson. (Renter, Delhi, 23rd February.) 
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EGYPT. 

Finance Policy.—The High Commissioner telegraphed [No. 192] on 1st March 
that the policy of covering £E.65,000,000 and Egyptian Bank Notes almost entirely 
by British Treasury Bills, was the subject of much criticism in the native and French, 
local Press, where it was contended that the result was to bind the Egyptian pound 
to the fluctuations of the pound sterling. The argument that a stable, exchange 
between Egypt and her chief customer was advantageous carried little weight. In 
view of the possible effect of this criticism, the Egyptian Government and the 
Governor of the National Bank considered it very important that a substantial sum 
of yold should be deposited in Egypt. Lord Allenby pointed out that the BanlPs 
holding of gold in Cairo, to the amount of £E.3,500,000, had been commandeered by 
the military authorities, and that since the refusal of the Bank of England in 1910 to. 
earmark more gold for the National Bank, the note issue of Egypt had suffered from 
want of a partial gold backing. These facts were, happily, not widely known, but 
the suggestion that gold, the actual property of Egypt, had been taken for British 
purposes would provide a particularly damaging form of attack at the present 
moment. In April 1915 the Command Paymaster in Cairo had been informed that a 
payment would be made to the Bank of England, equivalent to the amount of gold 
withdrawn from the National Bank, for replacement in Egypt up to one month after 
the conclusion of peace. The Egyptian Government were now requesting that gold, 
to the amount commandeered, be forthwith transferred to the National Bank in Cairo. 
Lord Allenby supported this request. 

Communication of Conventions to the Egyptian Government.—Lord Allenby 
explained in a telegram [No. 203], dated 4th March, that the Arms Traffic and Air 
Conventions had not been communicated to the Egyptian Government pending
consideration by Lord MilnePs Mission as to the form they should take. The pro
cedure now approved by Lord Milner was as follows:—The Conventions to be 
officially communicated to die Egyptian Government with an invitation to accept 
them. It was to be explained at the same time that if the Government could show 
cause for thinking it. would be contrary to Egyptian interests to accept them, the 
wording of the British, ratification should be such as to exclude Egypt. The hope 
was to be expressed, however, that the Egyptian Government would accept the Con
ventions. A. similar procedure would be carried out with regard to the Liquor Traffic 
Convention. Lord Allenby asked to be notified of approval of the proposed 
procedure. 

Censorship of the Press.-Lord Allenby reported on 10th March by telegram 
[No. 223] that, in view of the violent tone of the native Press and of the pernicious 
influence which it was exercising in the country, he had decided to re-establish 
preventive censorship, which came into force on 6th March. I t had been explained 
to proprietors of newspapers that the censorship would not affect the temperate dis
cussion in the Press of matters of public interest, but would be directed against the 
publication of objectionable matter, which was classified under certain headings as 
follows :—(1.) Matter to discredit the British. Government, the British Army, Allied 
Governments, and the Government of His Highness the Sultan ; (2) matter calculated 
to excite racial or religious animosities ; (3) reports, alarmist or false, which were 
liable to upset public tranquillity ; (4) any matter the publication of which might 
engender suspicions, or lead to the neglect of their duties for political reasons by 
public servants. With a few notable exceptions the native Press had suspended 
publication for three days, by way of protest. The High Commissioner had insti
tuted the simultaneous censorship of incoming telegrams addressed to news agencies
in Cairo and Alexandria. 

Deputies' Anti-British Resolution.—Reuters agent in Cairo reported on 10th. 
March that 52 members of the Legislative Assembly had met at the house of Zaghlbul 
Pasha on the previous evening aud had passed a resolution protesting, amongst other 
things, against the British Protectorate, and proclaiming the independence of Egypt 
and the Sudan. 

A Food Department to be created.—On 6th March, ReuteFs Cairo agent 
telegraphed that the Government was creating a special Food Department with an 
advisory committee. 



INDIA. 

. -', The Caliphate Question.-On 25th February the Viceroy telegraphed as follows :— 
At the session of the 18th instant it was resolved by the All-India Caliphate 
Conference to issue an appeal for funds up to Rs. 30.00,000 for deputations to Europe 
.and for Caliphate propaganda. Rs. 11,00,000 were promised by Bombay at the 
meeting. It,is expected that Rs. 4,00,000 will be raised in the United Provinces, and. 
Rs. 5,00,000 have been promised by both Bengal and Sind. The need for taking a 
pledge to secure stability in the work for the Caliphate was emphasized by the 
speakers, but actual subscriptions are not quick in coining in. A most bitter attitude 
is still adopted by some extremists in their public speeches, though a less violent 
tone has marked those of Shaukat Ah. The bitter attitude is to be noticed particularly 
in Sind speeches, and a situation calling for great vigilance is indicated by the 
Sind reports. There has been a broadcast distribution of violent notices, urging a 
Jehad. The notice, which purports to be the work of a sinful [sic] Mohaiiiedan, gives in 
detail Moslems' many misfortunes, expresses sorrow for the help given to the British 
by Indian troops against their fellow Moslems, and urges every Moslem to persuade 
other Moslems not to fight on any side but the Moslem. Reports from the United 
Provinces represent the IIind.u-Mohame.dan entente as hollow ; great bitterness, which 
is increasing, being in evidence between the two parties. Steadily increased tension 
is reported from Bihar and Orissa, where the Local Government, in order to discover 
.a modus vivendi, are considering calling the leading Mohamedans and Hindus together 
in conference. I t is a matter of significance that the old bitterness of feeling revives 
at once whenever there is any concrete occasion for difference, e.g., the communal 
representation proposed in the Dacca University Bill. 

Telegraphing-again on 3rd March, he said Mohamedan feeling has been greatly 
perturbed by the- utterances of dignitaries of various churches in England on 
Constantinople. The Bengal Caliphate Conference held on 28th February was 
attended by leading. Hindus and Mohamedans under the presidency of Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad ; the following resolution was passed :— 

This conference of Hindus and Mussulmans, representing all shades of 
opinion, most strongly and indignantly denounces the attitude of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and other Christian prelates and statesmen as regards the Moslem 
Empire of Turkey, and states in clear and emphatic language before, all 
responsible authorities that if the settlement of peace with Turkey is in any way 
against the religious injunctions and demands of Islam, that is if the dominions 
of the Caliphate are not kept intact as they were before the war, then Moslems in 
obedience to the laws of Isiam will be compelled to cease all relations of loyalty 
with Great Britain and will be in duty bound to assist the (? Constantinople) 
Caliph against all his enemies by all possible means. 
The President said that any Moslems who should refuse to act according to the 

order of the Caliph were not Moslems. If Moslems followed tins principle they would 
never suffer defeat at the hands of any nation. The duty of every Moslem was to 
urge forcibly and repeatedly that the Moslem holy places could never be placed in the 
hands of non-Moslems, and there was every likelihood of their succeeding in their 
wishes. If they did not succeed, the Moslems of India should prepare themselves, 
and if a conflict arose between the British Government and the Moslem faith, Moslems, 
should stand by their faith. 

Although the above represents the views of Caliphate extremists, moderate 
Mohamedans are also greatly perturbed, and the Caliphate agitation, which was less to 
the front in Punjab and elsewhere during the past week, is likely to be much 
stimulated. A Renter report received to-day of the Premiers speech in the Commons, 
adhering to the pledges of January 1918, is most opportune, and will doubtless have a, 
reassuring effect. 

Labour Unrest.—In his telegram of 3rd March the Viceroy reported as 
follows:—With reference to our telegram dated the .19th February, settlement 
endeavours at Sholapur mills have hitherto failed, and attempts are being, made to 
carry on with one-third of the usual complement. The owners agreed in a slightly 
modified form to the demands prepared on the workmen's behalf by a committee of 
elected representatives, but these were rejected by the men, who appointed a new 
committee, by whom an uncompromising attitude was taken up. The owners refuse 
at present to go to Sholapur, and their absence impedes any prospect of an early 
settlement. There is an unfavourable reaction everywhere owing to the continued 
high prices. 

http://IIind.u-Mohame.dan


And in his weekly report of 3rd March he said :—There has been a large strike 
a t the Tata mills, Jamshedpur ; 30,000 hands are said to have struck work. Miller, a 
dismissed railway guard, has been holding meetings almost daily in Lahore with the
object of forming an association on the lines of the National Union of Railwaymen in 
E n g l a n d , and some 1,500 railwaymen are said to have joined already. He hopes to
(corrupt group) an increase in pay by the threat of a general strike, in which the 
posts and telegraphs, employees would join hands, in April next. His followers 
are numerous and enthusiastic, but uneducated. Eurasians and Europeans are holding
aloof. Miller is in with the Indian extremists, who exploit the economic unrest to
keep the country in an unsettled state. 

The Amritsar Case.—In his letter of 3rd March the Viceroy also reported that 
the result of the Privy Council appeals in the Amritsar National Bank case had 
created a sensation in Lahore. The preparations for a great public reception to-
Lajpat Rai had been abandoned. Punjab had reported that the rejection of the 
appeals, which would presumably govern other cases, increased the value of the 
executive action taken under the King's Proclamation, which should now be 
recognized as a genuine refrain of clemency. 

Vieeroifs Letter to the Amir [B.E.R., xii., p. 2] . -Comment ing on the Amir 's 
reply which the Viceroy had summarized in his telegram [202 S.J, the Secretary of 
State, in a telegram [P. 143S] to the Viceroy, dated 2nd March, remarked that 
knowledge of the Amir's previous negotiations with the Bolsheviks, coupled with 
Afghan activities on the frontier, made the reply appear very unsatisfactory, and 
afforded little hope of any useful result from a conference. Consideration of 
military strength governed the policy to be adopted, and any action leading to a 
premature rupture was to be avoided. Unless the Amir were unexpectedly to give 
some proof of his genuine desire for peace, the proposed conference would seem 
the best means of keeping the Amir in play for a time. The Secretary of State
accordingly approved the Viceroy's proposed reply. 

Proposed Afghan Deputation to England.—On 3rd March the Viceroy telegraphed 
[252 S.] that with reference to the A m i r s letter to the King [B.E.R., x , p. 3] he had 
received afresh letter from the Amir dated 23rd February on the-subject of the 
Caliphate. The letter was couched in most friendly and temperate language, and 
again pointed out that by tradition the Holy Places should remain under the 
undisturbed control of the Caliph. The Amir said that consternation prevailed in 
Moslem centres, from which representatives had come to him to express their grief 
at the reported intentions of the Powers. To allay excitement, he proposed to send 
a deputation' to wait on the King-Emperor, and represent their feelings, while 
acquainting themselves with the real intentions of the Powers. 

The "Viceroy was of opinion that the AmiFs motives were to pose as champion 
of islam, to head the combination of Central Asian Moslem Communities, and to get 
into direct diplomatic touch with London with a view, perhaps, to the discussion of 
British and Afghan relations. Having in mind the extreme importance of keeping 
Afghanistan quiet during the coming hot weather and autumn, the Viceroy 
advocated measures of delay which would tide us over that period, and considered, 
therefore, that it would be expedient to accept the proposed deputation. 

The Secretary of State acknowledged the above by telegram [P. 1G92] on 
8th March. He recognized the advantage of the course recommended by the 
Viceroy with regard to the military position, but expressed apprehension as to the 
consequence of deviating from the policy of the Peace Treaty. The Secretaiy of 
State attributed the action of the Amir to the furtherance of his own political 
ambitions, and drew attention to the similarity of his claims on behalf of the 
T u r k s to those of the Indian Caliphate deputation now in London [B.E.R., xii., p. 4]. 

The serious desire of the Amir to come to a good understanding was open to grave 
-doubt in view of the extravagant character of his demands. As Afghanistan was a non
belligerent, it had no voice in peace negotiations. Moreover, the Turkish question 
would have been settled, at least in 'principle, before the Afghan delegates could 
arrive in England. This might give rise to an impossible situation, and in the 
circumstances His Majesty's Government considered that the AmiFs proposal must 
be resisted. The reply to the Amir should be to the effect that as his delegates would 
be unable to reach England before the Turkish settlement was concluded, the giving 
of facilities for their journey would serve no useful purpose. 



THE DOMINIONS. 

Mandates.—On. 4th March the Governor-General of South Africa telegraphed, 
at the request of his Prime Minister, to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
informing him that the delay in the issue of a. mandate for :South-West Africa was 
raising suspicion, and asking when the mandate might be expected ; and on the 
6th. March a telegram was sent by the Governor-General of New Zealand, urging the 
necessity for immediate action in regard to Samoa. In consequence the Secretary of 
State, on 12th March, sent the following telegram to the Governors-General of South 
Africa and Australia for their Prime Ministers ::— 

His Majesty's Government greatly regret the delay which has occurred. The 
following is the position. When the matter came before the Supreme Council at the 
end of December the Japanese representative maintained the reservation made when 

' the terms of the mandate were discussed last summer by the Commission under 
Lord Milner. The necessity of inducing his Government to withdraw their reservation 
was urged upon the Japanese representative by the other plenipotentiaries, who 
pointed out that it could not be maintained in view of the terms of the German Treaty. 
The Japanese representative agreed finally to refer the matter again to his 
Government, but all endeavours to expedite their decision have so far failed. Efforts 
will, of course, be continued, but we fear that it is not possible to fix any probable 
date for the issue of the mandate. The uncertainty of the position of the United 
States of America in the matter further complicates the position. Meanwhile the New 
Zealand Government is very anxious for the establishment of civil government in 
Samoa, where the delay has been causing unrest, and presses strongly for the issue of 
an Order in Council under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act. An Order in Council has, 
therefore, been prepared in accordance with their wishes, and passed on 11th March. 

The United States Senate Reservations.-On 13th March the following'telegram 
was sent by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governors-General of 
Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa :—The Canadian Government have made 
further representations as to the combined effect of the first part of the Lenroot 
reservation and the resolving clause, i.e., preamble. 

The latest version of the first part of the Lenroot reservation is as follows:— 
Until the Covenant of the League of Nations is so amended as to provide 

that the United States shall be entitled to cast a number of votes equal to that 
which any member of the League and its self-governing Dominions, Colonies, or 
parts of Empire in the aggregate shall be entitled to cast, the United States 
assumes no obligation to be bound, except in cases where Congress has previously 
given this consent, by any decision, &c, of the Council or Assembly in which 
any member of the League and its self-governing Dominions, Colonies, or parts of. 
Empire in the aggregate have cast more than one vote. 
The resolving clause in its amended, form, requires the acceptance by the Allied 

and Associated Powers of all reservations adopted by the Senate and states that 
failure on the part of such Powers to object to reservations prior to the deposit of the 
ratification by the United States will be taken as acceptance. 

The Canadian Government point out that the first part of the Lenroot reservation, 
whether in its original or modified form, cannot be read, as other than a direct 
challenge of the status of the Dominions in the League of Nations and the denial of 
their right to vote. They do not understand on what ground the United States could, 
be given additional votes in the Assembly without changing the whole basis of repre
sentation and voting. If population is chosen, then the proportionate voting strength 
of the British Empire in the League would be more than double what it is at. present, 
and the voting strength of the United States would be reduced correspondingly. If 
the United States is entitled to additional votes, then other Powers are equally entitled, 
and voting ceases to be on the basis of membership in the League, and some other, 
rule equally applicable to all nations must be adopted. 

The Canadian Government state that they are opposed unalterably to any assent, 
either by positive declaration or by silence, which could be deemed acquiescence to 
the first part of the Lenroot reservation, and that if any reservation is finally adopted 
by the United States as part of its ratification which challenges the position or status 
of Canada in the League, Canada will . dissent therefrom, and a protest against its 
acceptance. will be filed, and they, willVreserve full freedom of action under such' 
conditions. 
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The Canadian Government are advised that,"whichever, form of the resolving 
clause is adopted, it would be necessary to have the assent of His Majesty on behalf 
of all the member nations of the British Empire, and that the dissent of. Bis Majesty 
on behalf of any one of these members would prevent both the resolving clause from 
taking effect and ratification.by the United States. The Canadian Government enquire 
whether His Majesty's Government share this view. 

The Canadian Government' have asked also that it should be made perfectly clear 
to the United States Government that no such reservation, either in its original or 
modified form, as is contained in the first portion of the Lenroot reservation could be 
acceded to by the British Empire. 

A reply was sent to the Canadian Government on 8th March"as follows:— 
His Majesty's Government recognize that the Lenroot reservation' involves a 

departure from the agreement arrived at in Paris, and entirely accept the view 
that the dissent of any Dominions Government will prevent the Empire from 
accepting the ] eservation. So far no official representations with, regard-1 '-to the 
reservation have been made to the United States Government, but in view ;df the 
representations of the Canadian Government and the objection of Australia and. 
South Africa to the second part of -the reservation, His Majesty's Government are
quite prepared to make it clear to the Government of the United States that we 
cannot accept the reservation if and when it and the resolving clause are actually 
adopted, and before ratification as contemplated in the latter. The fate of the 
reservation, and of the whole Treaty, is apparently still doubtful, and it is worth 
consideration whether any public declaration now would not be used to consolidate 
American opinion in support of the policy expressed in the reservation. 

His Majesty's Government would be glad to have the opinion of the Canadian 
Government on this point, as, if they are-disposed to agree, it would seem wiser-, 
to see whether the reservation is finally adopted, and, if so, in what form., before 
making any public announcement as to our position. 
No reply has yet been received from the Canadian Government. I will keep 

your Ministers informed as to developments, and as His Majesty's Government may have 
to take action, as indicated in the above telegram to Canada, at very short notice, I 
should be glad to have their observations as quickly as possible. 

The Admiralty Naval Staff.—The following telegram was sent by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies to the Governors-General of Canada and Australia on 
15th March :— 

. The Admiralty are anxious to arrange for the representation of the naval forces 
of the Dominions on the Naval Stall at the Admiralty with a view to creating, as 
early as possible, machinery which will facilitate the consideration in common of the 
naval aspects of Imperial policy. The Admiralty think that the first practical steps 
are— 

(a) The training of naval officers from tbe Dominions in staff work ; and 
(b) The attachment to the Naval Staff of officers from the Dominions. 
The Admiralty accordingly propose that one or two officers of CommandeFs rank 

or below should be nominated by the Government of the Dominion of Canada and 
the Government of the Commonwealth to join the next course for staff officers, 
which commences at Greenwich in September. They also suggest that one officer 
from Canada and one from Australia of CommandeFs rank or below should be. 
attached to the Naval Staff as early as practicable, so that these officers may become 
familiarized with Admiralty procedure and the plans for future naval development. 
Such officers would be responsible to their own Chiefs of Staff. 

The Admiralty suggest that officers appointed to the staff course and those 
attached to the Naval Staff should receive their pay and allowances from their 
respective Services. The duration of the staff course would be about 12 months. The 
period of attachment to the Naval Staff would be during your Governments pleasure, 
subject to any representations which the Admiralty might make with the object of 
adjusting the work of the Naval
the views of your Government. 

 Staff in the most effective "way. Please telegraph, 

CANADA. 

Representation at- Washington.— On 5th March the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies received a telegram from the Governor-General of Canada transmitting the 
following statement which the Canadian Government wished to be made in the 



Canadian and British Parliaments simultaneously as soon as the United States 
Government should have formally agreed to the new arrangement:— 

As the result of recent discussions, an arrangement has been concluded between 
the British and Canadian Governments to provide Canadian diplomatic representa
tion at Washington. The need for this important step has been fully realized on 
both hands for some time. For a good many years there has been direct commimi
cation between Ottawa and Washington, but the constantly increasing importance of 
Canadian interests in the United States have made it apparent that, in addition, 
Canada should be represented there in some distinctive manner, for this would 
doubtless tend to expedite negotiations, and naturally first-hand acquaintance with 
Canadian conditions would promote a good understanding. In view of the peculiarly 
close relations that have always existed between the people of Canada .and those of 
the United States, it is also confidently expected that this new step will have the very
desirable result of maintaining and strengthening the friendly relations and co
operation between the British Empire and the United States. 

Accordingly it has been agreed that His Majesty, on the advice of his Canadian. 
Ministers, shall appoint a Minister Plenipotentiary who will have charge of Canadian 
affairs and conduct them direct with the United States Government, acting on 
instructions from, and reporting direct to, the Canadian Government. He will be 
accredited by His Majesty to the President with the necessary powers for the purpose. 
In order to preserve the closest connexion between him and the Ambassador, the 
Canadian representative will be part of the establishment of the Embassy, so that 
there may be constant interchange of views on matters of common concern. To this 
end also the Canadian Minister will reside and have his office within the precincts of 
the Embassy, and his Canadian staff, appointed like himself on the advice of the 
Canadian Ministry, will have diplomatic status and be regarded as part of the 
diplomatic staff of His Majesty's Embassy, with rank equivalent to that of their 
British colleagues of corresponding rank. In tire absence of the Ambassador the 
Canadian Minister will take charge of the whole of the Embassy and of the 
representation of Imperial as well as of Canadian interests. 

As the present Embassy is not adequate for the purpose, it will be necessary to 
find another site on which suitable buildings can be raised. 

It is understood that this arrangement will be regarded as open to review if 
experience should disclose any necessity for alteration. 

It need only be added, that in accordance with the usual rule in such matters, 
the United States Government has been consulted, and that it has given the proposal 
a cordial welcome. 

League of Nations.—On 6th March the Governor-General of Canada informed 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies that, owing to the difficulty of discussing the 
matter of the League of Nations by telegraphic correspondence, it had been decided 
to send an official of the Department of External Affairs to London to confer on the 
spot. Accordingly Mr. L. C. Christie, legal adviser to the Department, was sailing on 
6th March from New York, and it was hoped that he would be put in touch with the 
appropriate authorities so that he might report to Ottawa as soon as possible. 

The Treaty with Turkey.—On 5th March the Governor-General of Canada 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies as follows:—A great deal of 
interest in the Turkish treaty negotiations is being manifested in Canada, and since 
the treaty must be submitted to Parliament for approval my Ministers feel they should, 
be kept advised on the general outline of the proposed conditions of peace, especially 
those relating to territorial readjustments for the Armenians and to the control of the-
Straits. At present they have little knowledge beyond what appears in the Press, 
and they would be glad to have a full report of the present position and of the 
proposals now under consideration. 

Sir Robert Borden.—The Acting Prime Minister of the Dominion (Sir George 
Foster) announced in the House of Commons that if Sir Robert Borden continued to 
improve in health at the rate he had done up to the present, he would be in his place 
in Parliament within two months. 

^ Immigration.—The Director of Information announced on 10th March that 
during the month of January 2,089 immigrants had entered Canada from the British 
Isles. 



'; ' *-?3?.eeipi'ocityibith British Honduras [B.E.R., xii., p. 6].—In regard to this matter 
the Governor-General of Canada reported to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
on 4th March that his Ministers had represented that on 25th January 1913 an Order 
i n Council had been passed on the recommendation of the Minister of Trade and 
Commerce admitting British Honduras to the advantages of the Canadian preferential 
tariff, that a copy of this Order in Council had been furnished to the Administrator 
of the Government of British Honduras, together with a copy of the Canadian 
Customs tariff, and, that the Governor had also been:communicated with in reference 
to the possibility, of a regular steamship communication between Canada and British 
Hond uras. 

International Telegraphic Gonference.--Oo. 9th March the following telegram was 
sent by the Governor-General of Canada to the Secretary of State for the Colonies :— 
The Government of Canada has been informed by His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Washington that it is proposed to hold an international telegraphic conference at 
AVashington in May next; and my Ministers represent that inasmuch as at present 
proposed this conference is to include only representatives" of the Allies and 
Associated Powers, Canada would not be entitled to direct representation. In the 
-wireless field.Canada occupies a prominent position, and took a very important part 
in the last international radio conference, The importance of radio communication is 
-increasing and its international aspect is widening as its uses are extended. It would 
therefore appear desirable that representatives of Canada conversant with the radio 
situation should be included in the British Empire delegation to that conference ; 
and. my Ministers desire that the steps necessary to that end should be taken by His 
Majesty's Government at an early date. 

. ; - AUSTRALIA. 

Emigration of ex-Service Men.—On 10th March the Governor-General of Australia 
informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that it was understood that a large 
number of ex-service men were desirous of proceeding to Australia under the 
-Imperial oversea emigration scheme, but that the greatest difficulty was experienced 
in obtaining passages ; and added that he would be glad if the Secretary of State 
would make representations';to the Ministry of Shipping with a view to expediting the 
allotment of berths for these men. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

-League of Nations.—On 5th March the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
received a telegram from the Governor-General of New Zealand informing him that 
the Prime Minister of that Dominion had stated that, after careful consideration, the 
New Zealand Government had decided not to take any action at the present time in 
the direction of appointing a representative in London for League of Nations 
purposes.' 

Meat—On 10th March the Governor-General of New Zealand sent the following 
telegram to the Secretary of State for the Colonies :— 

New Zealand producers are becoming increasingly anxious regarding the 
outlook for the Dominions frozen meat trade after the termination of the existing 
contract on 30th June next. This anxiety is accentuated by the delays occurring in 
the arrival of refrigerated shipping, the continued congestion of storage here, and the 
consequent apparent impossibility of having the New Zealand stores cleared to a 
reasonable extent before the next season opens. The Prime Minister has already 
asked the Board of Trade whether the Imperial Government would be "willing to 
continue the purchase of export meat for another year, or failing that, at least to 
continue it until 31st December in order to enable the stocks of meat stored in New 
Zealand to be reduced as low as possible. No reply to this has been, received, and 
i  n view of the growing urgency of the situation definite information on the points 
stated is requested at the earliest possible date. To this the Secretary of State 
replied on 13th March, saying that after careful consideration it had been decided 
that the meat contract could not be extended beyond 30th June next. 
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The Labour Situation.—The following paragraph is taken from the Report on 
the Labour Situation for the week ending 24th March: -

The Labour situation is again dominated by difficulties with regard to wages in 
the coal-mining industry and on the railways. On the miners' demands for an 
advance of 3s. per shift for adults and Is. od. per shift for junior workers negotia
tions are still proceeding. The application of the A..S.L.E;-and F . for an advance on 
the standard rates granted in. August last is at present being considered by the 
Railway Wages Board, and, discussion is also taking place on the question of the 
adjustment of wages in accordance with the sliding scale agreement recently reached 
between the Government and the N.U.R., There is also unrest on the London 
Electric Railways owing to the delay in applying to these railways the advantages 
under the national settlement, and a strike of'Lancashire and Yorkshire railwaymen 
at Wakefield has taken place owing to grievances against the control system and the 
one-day suspension of a driver. The various demands of the National Transport 
Workers' Federation for increased wages: for dockers, omnibus and tramway workers, 
and commercial road transport workers-are still under consideration. Thus, it is 
noteworthy that there is at present unrest and dissatisfaction of an acute kind in all 
the industries associated in the Triple Alliance. Although nothing has been heard 
of that organization for a long time, it should not be forgotten that by an'- agreement 
reached at its last meeting on the 27th November, it was provided that a meeting of 
the Alliance should be called in the event of any of the associated Unions failing to 
obtain their demands. 

CROWN COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

FIJ I . 

Indian Labourers' Strike [B.E.R., xii., p . 2].—On 18th March Sir Cecil Rodwell 
telegraphed-the following summary of a petition addressed to the Government 
by numerous Indians of Suva and district : -Lo3 r a l Indians respectfully . ask 
the Government to take steps to punish - the r:agitators responsible for the recent 
troubles among Indians. We feel that many who have been committed to gaol have 
been incited to.do acts, for which, they have been punished, by leaders who are still 
at large, and we pledge ourselves to render to the. Government every assistance in our 
power to bring the agitators to justice. 

INDIA. 

27ie Caliphate Question [B.E.R., xiii., p. 3].—The following telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated 7th March, was received by the India Office on 17th March : - T h  e 
Mohamedan situation has become more difficult during the past week as the direct 
result of home agitation for the expulsion of the Sultan from Constantinople. The 
speeches delivered in the House of Commons debate, and, more particularly, the 
challenge of Lord Bryce that Moslems were not really seriously concerned about the fate 
of the Turks, the speech of Lord Robert Cecil, and the participation in the campaign 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury and other ecclesiastical dignitaries, which has given 
the agitation the semblance of a struggle between Cross and Crescent. These 
unfortunate proceedings had provoked a fanatical outburst- in Bengal, where the 
Caliphate conference was held on 28th and 29th February, and the speeches made, 
and the resolutions passed, were more openly seditious than anything hitherto 
reported, including a resolution expressing indignation against the attitude of the 
Christian prelates, and threatening that if the dominion of the Caliph were not kept 
intact, Indian Moslems must cease all relations of loyalty with Britain, and assist the 
Caliph against all enemies; and a resolution expressing the devotion of Indian 



Moslems to the person of the present Sultan as "the Caliph of the Moslem world. 
Another stated that as the expulsion of the Turks from Constantinople was asserted 
to be a matter of no concern to Indian Moslems, it had become necessary to prove 
the opposite by the adoption of the extreme measures hitherto avoided, namely, the 
universal suspension of business on 19th March, a message to the Viceroy and - King-
Emperor, severing all connexion with the British Government if the decision were 
contrary to Islamic law, and an appeal for the co-operation of Hindus and of Indian -
States. This resolution was supported by. two members of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, who placed letters of resignation with the President of the meeting for use 
when required. Other resolutions urged on all Moslems the adoption of a complete 
boycott of British piece goods, and expressed sympathy with the efforts of the 
Turkish nationalists, Mustapha Kamal and Enver Pasha, to preserve the integrity 
of the Caliphate. Most of these resolutions were supported with speeches 
of great violence, offering sacrifices of life and property in the cause of Islam. 
These resolutions and speeches are/doubtless mainly the hysterical outburst' 
of highly emotional people, but the ' open expression of- disloyalty, although 
conditional, is a danger signal, and may lead to, at any rate, local disorder. We 
have consulted the Bengal and other Local Governments regarding measures to 
be adopted to deal with the situation and to check further extension of a campaign 
of violence, recognizing on the one hand the danger that action against individuals 
may precipitate trouble, and on the other hand the danger that the fanaticism of 
the masses may be excited to disorder point by unchecked agitation. Meanwhile we 
should like to know whether the decision of the Peace Conference, regarding the 
retention of the Sultanate in Constantinople, can be announced as final, and whether 
it is possible to say anything that Would allay Moslem feeling regarding the holy 
places of Ilejaz. It would be a great relief to know by what date the announcement 
of the Turkish terms, may be expected, and it is important that we should receive 
information regarding these at least a week in advance. Please inform us if this is 
possible. 

Reporting on the same question, the Viceroy telegraphed on 18th March as 
follows:—Bengal is still the storm centre of the Caliphate agitation. The Calcutta 
Caliphate Committee has organized a campaign of intensive propaganda, and the 
situation is deteriorating, moderate respectable men being threatened, and the lower 
orders being directly approached. Inflammatory leaflets are being distributed 
inculcating the peaceful observance of Hartal, and subsequent action, regardless of 
consequences, if the result is not favourable. The leaflet has been proscribed by the 
Local Government. In. other provinces the feeling is less strong, except in Sind, 
Bombay, where similar intensive propaganda have been carried out. In the Punjab 
the aim is said to be rather to impress moderate Europe with the strength of the 
feeling than to embarrass the Government here. Hartal will bo generally observed, 
and in some places mass meetings will be held on the 19th. Hindus have been asked to 
participate, but there is no enthusiasm aniong Hindus, except extiemists, who are 
encouraging the Caliphate agitation as a political move. Disorder is not anticipated 
generally, but the Local Governments have taken police and military precautions to 
deal with the situation should there be sporadic outbreaks. We have considered the 
question of issuing' a public pronouncement defining the Government attitude, and 
warning against violence, but as the Local Governments, except Bengal, have generally 
advised that this would do more harm than good, we have decided not to issue the 
resolution. To Bengal, however, we have left discretion to take such action as may 
be deemed necessary to prevent or check disorder. 

A meeting of Hindu and Moslem leaders will be held in Bombay on the 17th, to 
cousider the Caliphate question as proposed by His Highness Aga Khan, who, in 
addressing the Central Caliphate Committee at Bombay, emphasized the difficulties of 
the Caliphate problem, and his sympathy with Mohamedans of Anglo-Indian, and non
official European communities. Iii one respect we have taken direct action. In a 
recent manifesto Shaukat Ali called upon Government servants in civil, military and 
police employment, to join in the observance of Hartal, suggesting that this would 
stiffen the Government of India's support of representations made by the Caliphate 
deputation now in England. AVe have issued orders calling attention to Rule 22 of 
Government Servants' Conduct Rules, and stating that no exception can be made of 
19th March, especially as the resolutions to be put before meetings on that clay declare 
that if the peace terms are not acceptable to Moslems they must sever loyal connexion 
with the British Throne: all Moslem Government servants have accordingly been 
warned that if they take part in these proceedings they do so at their own risk. 



Jamslvedpiir Strike [B.E.R.,xiii., p. 4].—On the same date the Viceroy sent this 
report :—There have been no lawless developments. On 4th March there were 
signs that the strike was breaking up. Negotiations were proceeding on 6th 
March, and the manager of the company was wiring for instructions from the 
head office. On 6th and 7th March nothing happened. On tire 8th a mass 
meeting was held at which terms were placed before the men, viz., return to work 
by 6 .p.m. of̂  the 9th March, and then, if they did so,' a general amnesty, all, 
including ringleaders, being allowed to return, and to draw pay up to the 23rd 
February, the day preceding the commencement of the strike. The company would 
then consider other grievances, and the question of granting pay for the period of the 
strike. The manager agreed to the conditions of an all-round increase in pay, if the 
company could afford it, otherwise the increase would be given first in the lower paid 
grades ; the inquiry into the proposed rates of wages to be completed in six weeks. 
In the event of refusal, these terms would be withdrawn and the men only allowed to 
return with the permission of the manager in individual cases. These terms were 
refused, but the men indicated that a final answer would be given on the 9th. On the 
9th a letter was received from Mr. Haldar explaining the attitude of the workers : a 
meeting of the men was called, at which the Deputy Commissioner explained that the 
company could not continue to sell grain at privileged rates, but would sell at market 
rate as long as supplies lasted, and would pay the men up to the 23rd February and 
give them railway tickets home. He urged them to reply in a peaceful manner. On 
the 12th March the men intimated their final refusal of the terms, and presented their 
demands, the chief be ing : (1) A 15 per cent, increase of wages, less than eight 
annas per day before the strike, liable to a further increase or a reduction upon the 
result of examined statistics prior to the period of the strike ; (2) no discharge ; (3) all 
other questions to be considered sympathetically, the most important being a 35 to 50 
per cent, increment, provision against accidents and death, a bonus, annual leave, 
holidays, sick leave, casual leave, medical attendance including nurses and midAvives, 
cattle dispensary, and veterinary treatment, shorter hours of work and railway 
facilities. 

Disturbances were considered likely when the final reply of the directors was 
received. Fifty mounted police accordingly were despatched to reinforce .100 British 
infantry and 200 armed Military Police, already assembled. On the night of the 13th 
mobs collected and several molested the workers. The above forces were inadequate 
to protect the workers and maintain the light and water supply. The General Officer 
Commanding the brigade asked for 300 Indian troops. On the 14th a determined 
mob stoned the Avorkers, the police and the troops, but there was no firing. Troops 
Avere despatched from Dinapore. On the morning of the 15th a collision occurred 
between the- police and strikers tampering with the railway. The police were 
compelled to fire, with the consequent casualties - of three strikers killed and eleven 
wounded. All is quiet at present. 

Continuing under date of 20th March, the Viceroy further reported the 
following:— 

Further information received shows that feeling became intense on the night of 
the 13th. During that night and all clay of the 13th lathis were brought in by 
strikers from the neighbouring jungles, and on the night of the 13th a determined and 
well organized cordon of about 10,000 men was drawn round the factory. The 
strikers engaged in picketing to prevent any workers going on the 10 p.m. shift. 
Practically there was no labour on all the 13th. Inflammatory speeches were 
delivered by some of the leaders. On the same night, armed bodies of strikers 
collected near (corrupt group) over the town. The Deputy Commissioner manned the 
gate of the factory with police. In spite of this, next morning the factory was 
practically besieged, the strike leader declaring that no Indians would be allowed to 
get in to work. On the morning of the 14th, a motor lorry bringing food to willing
workers wras greeted by hostile demonstrators, stones and brickbats being thrown at 
the drivers and the escorting troops. By tact and promptitude the Deputy Commis
sioner averted a collision, the men being addressed and urged to disperse. Negotia
tions proceeded during the clay, but to no purpose. Picketing continued throughout 
the night, and no workmen Avere allowed to enter theAvorks. On the morning of the 

' 15th it Avas discovered that the railway lines had been tampered with. The Deputy 
Inspector-General ordered tAvo parties of mounted police to arrest the offenders, with 
instructions not to fire unless it were in self-defence, but they Avere to arrest as many 
as possible, using swords if resistance was offered. About 40 arrests Avere made, but 
the prisoners were rescued, and a mob of strikers in large numbers attacked the 
police, who were compelled to fire in self-defence, Mr. Ashby and several police being 



severely injured, five killed and 21 wounded. The police fell back on the works and 
fired only when closely pressed. The Deputy Commissioner arrived on the scene and 
again calmed the mob. The bodies of the dead were sent to the police station and 
the injured men were taken to the hospital, where they received every attention from 
the medical officers. The Deputy Magistrate was at once ordered to hold an inquest. 
The situation improved rapidly, but the police were patrolling day and night to 
protect those who have resumed work. On the 17th the situation was much better, 
and some 2,000 men resumed work. The directors arrived on the morning of the 
18th, and have notified the strikers, giving them till 6 a.m. if satisfied to return to 
work, and also stating that if a sufficient number of men returned to enable work to 
commence the Committee would announce their decision on the men's demands. The 
effect was.favourable, and by the evening of the .18th, according to Press telegrams, 
15,000 men, equal to 50 per cent., had rejoined and the rest were expecting to jpin on 
Saturday. We have invited the Lieutenant-Governor to intervene if a suitable 
opportunity occurs, and Sir T. Holland has also offered his services. 

Negotiations with Afghanistan.—The Viceroy reported [300 S.] on lo th March the 
view of-the Indian Government. that nothing should be published regarding, the 
proposed conversations with Afghanistan of which the Bolsheviks might take 
advantage in their negotiations with that country. The Bolsheviks appeared to be 
suspicious of Afghan intention to desert towards us, and it would be desirable not to 
give publicity to anything which might undeceive them or check the development of 
friction between them and the Afghans. The Indian Government proposed the 
following communique :— 

One of the terms of the treaty of peace signed with Afghanistan on 
8th August last was that (? should the) Afghans prove by their acts and conduct 
that they were sincerely anxious to regain the friendship of the British Govern
ment, the latter would be prepared to receive another Afghan mission after six 
months for discussion and settlement of matters of common interest to the 
two Governments and re-establishment of old friendship on a satisfactory 
basis. 

Since then, the course of Afghan politics has been obscure. Although the 
few communications received from.Kabul have been friendly in tone,there has 
been little proof in fact of any real wish on the part of the Afghan Government 
to cultivate our friendship. The Amir made the first communication by putting 
forward a proposal for a conference of British and Afghanistan officials on the 
border to settle frontier affairs, but this proposal could not, in the circumstances, 
be accepted. The Amir was, however, told in reply that the British Government 
were prepared to permit a discussion between representatives of the two 
Governments with the limited object of clearing away misunderstandings, of 
frankly examining any obstacles which may now lie, in the way of good 
relations, and of preparing a firm foundation on which a treaty of friendship 
can be erected at a later date. The Amir has welcomed the idea of such a 
discussion, and conversations with this object are about to take place at Mussoorie 
between representatives of the Government of India and of the Afghan Govern
ment. These conversations will be purely preliminary and informal and 
will not have as their aim the immediate conclusion of a definite treaty of 
friendship. 

Afghan Speculation in Rouble Notes.—On 24th March the Viceroy transmitted a 
telegram from General Malleson in which he stated that Turkestan was getting alarmed 
by the influx of Afghan rouble notes. The leading Afghan merchants had been 
send-officially assured that the Amir, in the forthcoming negotiations with the Indian 
Government, would stipulate, as one of the conditions on which he would insist, for 
the removal of Indian restrictions by which the Afghans had been hard hit in their 
heavy speculations in rouble notes. 

The Frontier Situation.-Tl\e Viceroy telegraphed [325 S.] on 20th March a brief 
review of the frontier situation of which the following gives a resume :  - (1) North of 
the Kabul River the situation among the tribes is about normal, and little success is 
attending the efforts of a few mullahs to arouse anti-British feeling ; (2) in the Afridi 
country the surrender of Government rifles had been proceeding steadily, but since 
the Nada jirga, very few have been received, and the maliks profess that-they cannot 
enforce compliance with our terms until the Afghan situation is cleared up. A state 
of unrest exists among the tribes, but raiding is confined to the Zakka Khel section, 
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while the others loyally abide by their promises not to raid themselves, and 
to intercept dacoits within their boundaries; .(8) in the Kurram area the 
attitude of the tribes is satisfactory. Nearly the whole of the rifles due from 
them have been sent in by the Orakzais. An additional brigade has strengthened the" 
Kohat-Kurram Force, while the recent local levies in the Miranzai A7alley have been 
doing good work in the suppression of raids throughout this distr ict ; (4) in Northern 
AVaziristan the situation is fairly satisfactory. The Tochis and Waziris have resumed 
the payment of fines and the delivery of rifles since the Mahsud resistance collapsed. 
The Mahsud leaders appear to appreciate the futility of further resistance, but it is 
likely that a prolonged occupation of the commanding positions now held in the 
country will be necessary to secure full compliance with our terms. Much 
further serious resistance is not anticipated; (5) no operations will be necessary 
against the Sherannis who have practically complied with our terms; (6) outlaws 
from Zhob and Suliman Khel have recently carried out minor raids across the 
border; (7) the governing factor on the frontier is the attitude of Afghanistan, who, 
it is daily clearer, counts on the fighting qualities of the tribes on the British North 1 

West Frontier to support her, without which she would scarcelydare to attack us 
again. If we deprived her of hopes of this support, by bringing the tribes more 
under our control, it would be the best insurance against Afghan enterprise, and 
could be best effected by increased expenditure ; (8) Kabul shows no signs of military 
activity, and public opinion is said to be anticipating the best results from the hoped for 
" Friendship Treaty " with India, which renders the resumption of hostilities unlikely. 
Negotiations with the Bolsheviks have taken more definite form, but there are 
indications of mutual suspicion. In many quarters of Afghanistan the Bolsheviks 
are not regarded with favour, and interesting developments may result from the 
present friction on the Herat border ; (9) a general summary of the situation shows, 
that the punishment administered to the Mahsuds is having salutary effects else
where, the want of material help to the tribes from Afghanistan is working in our 
favour, and, on the whole, there is a marked improvement. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

The Mandate for New Guinea.—On 17th March the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies communicated to the Governors-General of Australia, New Zealand, and 
South Africa, the terms of a draft convention relating to the mandate for the German 
possessions South of the Equator, other than Samoa and Nauru. 

Parties to Treaties.—On 16th March the Secretary of State telegraphed to the 
Governors-General of Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, and the Officer 
Administering the Government of Canada, asking whom their Governments wished 
to nominate as their representatives for the signature of treaties with Greece and 
other Powers. 

Clearing Offices for the Settlement of German Debts.—On 24th March the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to the OEicer Administering the 
Government of Canada, and to the Governors-General of Australia and New Zealand 
as follows :—The Annex to Article 296 of the German Treaty provides that each High 
Contracting Party will within three months of the notification under paragraph E. 
set up a Clearing Office for the settlement of debts and that local Clearing Offices 
may be established for any portion of its territories. In accordance with the 
provisions of Article 296 (e) notice has been given on behalf of your Government as 
well as those of all other parts of the Empire, except the Union of South Africa and 
Egypt, of the adoption of the Clearing Office system. The question now arises as to 
the method of application of the Article. There appear to be two alternatives. The 
first is for each Dominion to establish a Central Clearing Office which would be 
entirely distinct from the office in London, would communicate directly with the 
German Clearing Office, and would appoint a representative in Germany and receive a 
German representative under paragraph 12 of the Annex. It is possible that difficulties 
might be raised by the German Government to this course which would have to be 
settled either by diplomatic means or possibly by a decision of the Mixed Arbitral 
Tribunal. 

The second alternative is as follows :—His Majesty'? Government is willing that 
the Central Clearing Office established here should act as agent for the Dominions 



concerned as well as for the United Kingdom and other portions of the Empire, if 
this course be desired. In that case the Clearing Offices in the Dominions would be 
technically, as towards the German Government, Local Offices using the Central 
British Clearing Office as the channel of communication with the German Clearing 
Office, and the services of the representative of the British Clearing Office in Germany 
and his staff would be at the disposal of the Dominions. Internally, however, the 
offices in the Dominions would perform all the functions of a Central Clearing Office 
and would have full power of collecting and paying debts. Any balance in their 
favour would be retained by them, and such share in any German payment actually 
effected under paragraph 11 of the Annex as arises in respect of debts to and from the 
Dominions would be paid to them. On the other hand the Dominions would have 
to accept responsibility for debts owing by British nationals resident in the 
Dominions and/or any amount by which the sums collected by them fell short of 
the sums paid by them to persons in their territories. It would be necessary, of 
course, to make a small charge towards the administrative cost of the Central 
British Clearing Office, the representative in Germany, &c. 

Another possible course might have been to pool all German assets under British 
control as a common fund to meet the claims of all British nationals, wherever 
resident, entitled to rank against the charge on such assets-—see section 1 (xvi), Order 
in Council, enclosed in my Despatch of 5th November, No. 811 (Dominions)—but it is 
doubtful whether this is practicable. The Government of the Union of South Africa 
have already decided to restore the property of German nationals domiciled in the 
Union at the outbreak of war, and to satisfy out of the balance the claims of British 
subjects domiciled in the Union. 

I should be glad to learn as early as possible the views of your Ministers. It 
should be added that, if the German assets in the Dominions are not to come into a 
common pool with those in the United Kingdom, the Colonies, and the Protectorates, 
it will be necessary, whichever of the two alternatives be adopted, to exclude from 
the charge on the assets in the United Kingdom, the Colonies, and the Protectorates 
under the Order in Council the claims of British nationals resident in the Dominions. 

CANADA. 

Representation at Washington.—On 24th March the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies replied as follows to the telegram received from the Governor-General of 
Canada on 5th March [B.E.R., xiii., p. 6] :  -

With regard to the form of the public announcement suggested in your telegram 
of -1th March, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs asks that the words "reside 
and " in para. 2 and the whole of para. 3 may be omitted. It would be quite 
impossible in fact for the new Minister to reside in the present Embassy; and if 
there is to be any hope of buying a new site at a reasonable price, it will be advisable 
that all reference to the question of residence or the necessity of building a new 
Embassy be omitted. 

As regards the remainder of the statement, other than the last paragraph, we 
think that the following alterations, if acceptable to your Government, would be an 
improvement. For the phrase " to provide for Canadian diplomatic representation at 
Washington," read " t o provide for the more complete representation of Canadian 
interests at Washington than has hitherto existed " ; and instead of the phrase 
"conduct them direct with the United States Government," read " will at all times 
'' be the ordinary channel of communication with the United States Government in 
" matters of purely Canadian interest." It is also suggested, for the consideration of 
your Government that it would be well to add a sentence as to the maintenance of the 
principle of the diplomatic unity of the Empire. 

Relations with the British W\est Indies.—On 25th March the Officer Adminis
tering the Government of Canada sent the following telegram to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies :— 

A Minute of Council dated 23rd March dealt with the question of the commercial 
and transport relations between Canada and the British. possessions in the West 
Indies and referred to the marked growth of trade resulting, from the Canadian 
preferences of 1897, the arrangement with the West Indian Colonies of 1912, the 
establishment of a steamship and cable service, and the financial aids provided by 
Canadian Banks. Attention is drawn to the resolution passed by the Associated West 
Indian Chamber of Commerce of last February urging the assembly of representatives 
of the Imperial, Canadian and West Indian Governments to consider the development 



of trade relations and cognate matters. My Ministers believe that the above considera
tions with the changed conditions brought about by the war, and the renewed interest 
in the West Indies and in Canada make it advisable that a conference should be held 
at an early period between representatives of all the British West Indian Colonies 
and the. Government of Canada for the purpose of considering the whole question of 
trade relations and transport facilities between these countries and Canada, with a 
view to their improvement. The present time being opportune and sentiment 
favourable, the following basis for the suggested conference is submitted for your 
consideration and for such action as you may think advisable :—(I) That each 
separate West Indian Administration and the Administration of British Honduras be 
invited to send one representative to the conference; (2) that the Government of 
Canada shall appoint such representatives as they "think necessary ; (3) the Secretary 
of State may. if he sees fit, nominate one or more persons to attend the conference, 
but that such person or persons shall not vote on any question before the conference; 
(4) that each of the above-mentioned Administrations may appoint such experts 
or advisers as it deems necessary to assist its representatives, but these shall 
not have any voting power; (5) that each' Administration shall provide for the 
expenses of its own representatives, and that any necessary joint expense shall be 
borne, one half by the Government of Canada and one half by the Administrations 
represented ; (6) that the conference be held at Ottawa at a convenient date in May, 
a.place of conference being provided by the Government of Canada ; (7) that all 
questions be decided by a majority of votes, the Government of Canada reserving the 
right to declare that any proposition not acceptable to it shall not be,entertained ; 
(8) that the conclusions arrived at in the conference shall be reported for acceptance 
or rejection, as a whole, to the legislatures represented at the conference, and shall 
come into force when accepted by these legislatures and approved by the Government 
of Canada and His Majesty's Government. 

Offer of Ships by the Admiralty.—On 25th March the Officer Administering 
the Government of Canada telegraphed as follows to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies with reference to the latter's telegram of 20th September:—My 
Ministers represent that the Canadian Government are most grateful for the 
Admiralty's offer of vessels for use in the Canadian Navy, and they will be glad 
to accept two destroyers and one light cruiser of the Bristol type. The details 
(? of the capacity) required will be communicated later, and (regarding) the Canadian 
officer proceeding to England to arrange the transfer, choice of crews, &c. The 
Minister of Naval Service desires to obtain information as to the type of destroyer 
available. 

Trade Returns.—The Director of Information announced on 17th March that the 
trade returns for February indicated a total external trade for that month amounting 
approximately to $170,000,000, an increase of $28,000,000 over that for February 
1919, Also that the export trade for January was divided as follows :—One-third 
with the United Kingdom, one-third, with the United States, and one-third with other 
countries. 

Naval Organization.—According to an announcement of the Director of 
Information made on 24th March, the Canadian naval organization is to be practically 
demobilized, and the dockyards at Esquimalt and Halifax will be closed pending the 
adoption of a permanent policy. 

The Prime Minister.—Sir Robert Borden telegraphed to his parliamentary 
supporters on 12th March that he was continuing to make satisfactory progress, and 
expected to return to Ottawa a month before the prorogation of Parliament. 

Nickel Coinage,—Sir Henry Drayton, Minister of Finance, has announced that 
arrangements are in progress for the introduction of a nickel coinage. 

Dominion Notes and Gold.—Sir Henry Drayton has also stated that, due regard 
"being had to the country's interests, the redemption of Dominion notes in gold would 
be resumed at the first practical opportunity. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Wool.—On 20th March the Governor-General of Australia telegraphed as follows 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, in reply to the latteFs telegram of 25th 
February [B.E.R., xii., p. 7] :  -

The Commonwealth Government regrets that the full information which was 
asked for is not available. It quite understands the difficulties of His Majesty's 



Government', owing to the intricacy and magnitude of the wool transactions, but is 
strongly of opinion that the system of accounts adopted should afford much fuller 
information and enable the Australian growers ton-eceive their share of the profits 
due 'to date. The Commonwealth Government notes that His Majesty's Government 
is unable to assent to the proposals made in my previous telegram for the payment 
forthwith of the Australian share of the profits, and that, such profits should be paid 
hereafter as and when sales are made, but is unable to appreciate the reason for 
refusal. 

As the Commonwealth Government sees the position, such a proposal is at once 
reasonable and proper. Certainly it does not seem fair that His Majesty's Govern
ment should have the immediate use of all the very large profits which have been 
made on sales of the greater portion of the wool sold since the armistice, and in 
addition be in a position to tax the wool indirstry 80 per cent, of all profits made by 
private manufacturers and merchants in combing, spinning, weaving, and selling out 
wool, whilst the Commonwealth Government, as the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
well knows, is being pressed by His Majesty's Government for moneys due by it to 
Great Britain for the maintenance of Australian troops during the war, and yet is 
unable to tax half of the profits of the Australian growers or even to obtain accurate 
information as to what these profits are, so that it might be enabled to adjust its 
financial difficulties, and at the same time it is threatened with being posted as a 
defaulter in the House of Commons. I t is therefore the Governments earnest hope 
that its reasonable request regarding the wool accounts and payment thereon may be 
agreed to. 

Dairy Producis-On 24th March the Secretary of State for the Colonies received 
a telegram from the Governor-General of Australia informing him that the represen
tatives of the Inter-State Conference of Dairymen had considered the question of the 
sale to His Majesty's Government of surplus butter and cheese for a further period of 
12 months, and desired the Government to urge their wish for a free market. If, 
however, His Majesty's Government decided that it was necessary to continue the 
control of dairy products they would be much obliged for the earliest possible infor
mation as to the nature of the control proposed to be exercised, and particularly if it 
would involve the purchase by His Majesty's Government of foreign butter as 
heretofore. In that event the producers were willing to negotiate. 

Application for Permission to sell Horses to Germany.—On 23rd March the 
Governor-General of Australia informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that 
an application had been made to the Government of the Commonwealth for permission 
to ship horses to Germany. It was against the expressed policy of the Commonwealth 
Government to permit trade with that country except under very exceptional circum
stances ; and as it understood that Germany was not carrying out the Treaty provisions 
with regard to the delivery of stock to the Allies, the Government of the Common
weafth would be glad to have the views of His Majesty's Government as to whether 
it was considered desirable to grant the desired permission. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

The United States Senate Reservations.—On 24th March the Governor-General of 
New Zealand informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that his Government 
had adopted the same position as the Canadian Government in regard to the United 
States reservations [B.E.R., xiii., p. 5], but that it desired to leave absolutely to the 
discretion of the Impeiiaf Government the decision as to a protest being made to the 
United States against the terms of the Lenroot reservation. 

Mandates.—On 17th March the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed 
to the Governor-General of New Zealand in the same terms as he had telegraphed 
to the Governors-General of South Africa and Australia on 12th March. [B.E.R., 
xiii., p. 5.J 

Meat.—On 22nd March the following telegram was sent by the Governor-
General of New Zealand to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, in reply to his of 
13th March [B.E.R., xiii., p. S] :  -

Your telegram of 13th March intimated that contracts for the supply of New 
Zealand meat to the Imperial Government would terminate on 30th June nex t ; the 
Prime Minister states that this decision is causing considerable anxiety here, and he 
feels i t is necessary that he should explain the position more fully than has already 
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"been clone. He therefore desires to state that the freezing season is supposed to end 
with June, hut as past experience has shown, there will he approximately 500,000 

. carcases of meat coming into the stores after that date. Then the off season lasts till 

.the middle, of November when some North Island works commence operations for the 
new season ; but probably more than 500,000 carcases go into cold storage prior to 
.31st December. It is quite certain that with several millions of carcases of Imperial 
meat in store even (? at the end of) this year the position will be very awkward, and 
some arrangement will have to be made by which producers will be able to get at 
least a fair proportion of their meat to the English market. This renders it necessary 
that all that is possible should be done to secure the amount of shipping necessary to 
take the whole of the Imperial meat away from the Dominion. The Prime Minister 
would again suggest that in view of the facts set but herein the commandeer should 
last until, say, 1st December next. The effect would be purely nominal as far as the 
new supplies are concerned, but it would give producers time to make the necessary 
arrangements and give the Imperial Government time to get, their meat awav. The 
Prime Minister therefore hopes that this will be considered favourably so as to avoid 
what may possibly be a very serious financial difficulty. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Native Question.—On 18th March, ReuteFs Capetown agent reported that 
Dr. Purse, the Bishop of Pretoria, before leaving for his new diocese, Saint Aibans, 
had addressed an important open letter to General Smuts on the native policy of the 
Union, in the course of which he said : — 

" The only way to save South Africa from serious harm is to face the facts. For 
the past decade the Bantu peoples as a whole throughout South Africa have shown 
a remarkable growth of race consciousness and have come to resent the idea that they 
exist merely for the exploitation of their labour for the white man's benefit. As they 
often say themselves, they are a ' voiceless people,' and are more and more smarting 
under a sense of injustice, created by the accumulation of a number of grievances." 
He believed that impartial investigation would show these grievances to be most real. 

" In spite of asseverations to the contrary, the natives are strongly under the 
impression that native questions in practice are at the mercy of party political 
considerations as much as any others, except that thej^ receive far less attention than 
the questions directly affecting Europeans. Hitherto the natives have been extra
ordinarily law abiding, but if the policy of drift is allowed to continue, the peace and 
prosperity of the country will be most seriously menaced." As remedies, he proposed 
the appointment of three native commissioners and the establishment of native 
councils in various provinces to which all legislation affecting the natives should be 
submitted. 

He anticipated that these councils, which would be purely advisory, would 
develop on the one hand into local councils and on the other into a central council 
representing the whole Union; these bodies gradually acquiring increased powers. 
Furthermore, he advocated separate estimates of revenue and expenditure as affecting 
the natives, showing the value which they obtained from the taxation they paid. He 
considered that it was essential, even though the Government should not adopt the 
recommendations of the three native commissioners, that their recommendations be 
published. His proposals were not new, but he believed that they would very largely 
remove the sense of real grievance which, unless speedily removed, would react 
adversely not only upon the natives but upon the whole Union. He looked to General 
Smuts as to one having the fearlessness and driving force needed to carry through the 
policy outlined. 

Cost of Living.—On 22nd March ReuteFs Capetown agent reported that in the 
House of Assembly the Government had that day promised on the motion of Colonel 
Creswell to appoint a select Committee to consider the effect on the cost of living of 
the present embargo on the export of specie. Also that immediately after the 
adjournment, General Smuts, standing on the steps of the Parliament House, received 
a deputation representing two thousand women who had inarched in procession from 
the City Hall in order to hand him a copy of a resolution claiming precedence for 
legislation tending to reduce the cost of living, and protesting against the " appalling 
conditions which made life unbearable to a large majority of families in South Africa." 

Profits of State-owned Steamers.—In his telegram of 22nd March ReuteFs 
Capetown agent further said that Mr. Burton, the Minister of Railways and Harbours, 



introducing additional railway and liarbour estimates, had announced that the three 
State-owned -steamers had earned a profit of 88,0001. during the current financial year 
on the basis of the current freight rates. 

The Air-Flight to South Africa.—On 22nd March the Governor-General of South 
Africa telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies as follows :— 

My Ministers request me to convey to the Air Ministry their warm appreciation 
of the high enterprise and foresight of His Majesty's Government in laying out the 
aerial route from Cairo to Capetown, thus making possible the accomplishment of the 
wonderful air journey from London to Capetown by Wing Commander Van Ryneveld 
and Flight Lieutenant Brand, despite all difficulties, dangers and mishaps. The 
Government of the Union of South Africa is deeply indebted to the Royal Air Force 
for making these two South African officers available and for the invaluable 
assistance they were given, more particularly at Cairo, by the placing of 
another aeroplane at their disposal and the assembling of it for the trans-continental 
flight. The Government of the Union of South Africa is especially gratified that the 
first use to which the Air Ministry's magnificent gift of 100 aeroplanes and equipment 
was put was the employment of one of these machines, christened the " Voortrekker," 
a DH 9 with Siddeley-Puma engine, to carry through this extraordinary and most 
noteworthy enterprise. My Ministers are convinced that the knowledge and 
experience thus gained will be of the greatest practical benefit and of the utmost use 
to the development of long distance air communication over most difficult countries 
in all altitudes and climates. The Government of the Union of South Africa greatly 
regret that other attempts to complete the journey have so far not proved successful, 
and desire to express the greatest admiration of the pluck and enterprise of those 
who embarked on this very formidable venture. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The Labour Situation.—The following paragraphs are taken from the Report 
of the Ministry of Labour for the fortnight ending 7th April 1920 :— 

The general situation is much more quiet than it was a fortnight ago, when it 
was disturbed by a large number of wage demands in important industries, and the 
prospect of reaching a settlement on all of these without a strike seemed somewhat 
remote. During the past fortnight, however, a settlement has been reached on all the 
matters' on which the Transport Workers' Federation was negotiating, and the 
agreements have been received with satisfaction on the whole, although local strikes 
have taken place owing to opposition to the tramway settlement. 

The Easter week-end saw a large number of annual conferences of trade unions 
and Socialist parties. The main subject of interest at the conferences of the latter 
has been the question of their international affiliation. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

The Succession to the Sultanate-Lord Allenby telegraphed [No. 339] on 
Sth April that the Sultan had told him of the importance that he attached to the 
recognition of his son. He was especially desirous that His Majesty's Government 
should confirm his son in the succession before Adly Pasha reached Paris, in order 
that any idea existing in Egypt that the Sultanate could be used as a pawn in 
negotiations between Egyptian party representatives and His Majesty's Government 
might be entirely dissipated. Lord Allenby expressed the opinion that the immediate 
recognition of Prince Farouq would have a telling effect in Egypt at the present 
juncture, and would in fact strengthen the influences favourable to compromise with 
His Majesty's Government, which it was said were inducing Adly Pasha to go to 
Paris. In response to this message Lord Curzon telegraphed [No. 325]: on 10th April 
approval of the proposal to recognized Prince Farouq as rightful heir to the throne 
and similarly his male successors in order of primogeniture. 

The terms of the communication on this decision,.which it is proposed to 
make to the Sultan, have been submitted by Lord Allenby, and are under cou
sideration. 

RHODESIA. 

, Labour Troubles.—ReuteFs Bulawayo Agent reported on 28th March that the 
railway strike had ended. By the terms of the settlement the men were to receive 
an increase of 25 percent , in wages,. an additional allowance to meet the increased 
cost of living, and a number of other concessions. With a view of minimising the 
possibility of further disputes, the Whitley Council system was to be introduced. 

INDIA. 

The Frontier Situation [B.E.R., xiv., p. 5].—On 25th March the Viceroy 
telegraphed [332 S.] a reasoned report of the policy it was proposed to adopt as 
regards Waziristan. It appears to be agreed among all officers, civil and military, 
that the permanent occupation of a commanding position in central Waziristan is 
the solution Of the problem to ensure peace and security in that area, and to 
eliminate the temptation to the Afghans which the present weakness of our position 
in that quarter constantly offers. The Indian Government considers that it would be 
a mistake to forgo the advantage which has been gained by our forces of occupying 
a commanding central position, in view of the fact that our terms to the Mahsuds 
and Wazirs have not yet been complied with, and that sufficient reliance could 
not be placed on their professions. of compliance and submission to justify our 
withdrawal. 

After detailing the military measures of occupation and investigating the require
ments aud cpst, the Viceroy points out "the undesirability of moving troops now, in 
view of the approach of the hot weather, the incomplete compliance with our terms by 



the Mahsuds, and the possibility of the Waint Wazirs enquiring our terms and offering 
submission. 

The Indian Government have been urged by Indian politicians and by, the 
vernacular Press to adopt a policy of more stringent control over the predatory tribes on 
the AAraziristan borders, and are confident that they will be widely supported in India 
in the effective scheme which they now propose. The two alternative courses which 
present themselves are, first, to push permanent military posts further into the tribal 
country, and to base them on. sound lines of communication, or, second, to abandon 
the control of the tribal country altogether, and to attempt to restrain raiders by a 
line of posts along the unhealthy district of the foot hills. The latter course would 
fail to provide protection for the settled districts of Derajat, and would expose 
Gumal and Zhob. The Indian Government, therefore, have been forced to the 
conclusion that they must take the first alternative, and that the line of occupation 
they advocate,.in addition to being already won, is-also strategically the soundest. 

The Calipliate Question [B.E.R., xiv., p. 2].—-Telegraphing on 25th March, 
the Viceroy reported that in spite of fiery speeches and resolutions the Hartal on the 
19th passed off more quietly than might have been expected, and that the Hindus 
participated to a large extent. The local Mohamedans in Bombay, are opposed to the 
proposed boycott of British goods on commercial grounds, and the Hindus have held 
aloof. The extremistHindus, however, are very active, and many of them were present 
at a secret meeting which was recently held at Delhi to consider how the Calcutta 
Caliphate resolutions should be followed up, in the event of thenninimum of the 
Moslems in regard to the Turkish peace terms not being accepted. AVhile, on the one 
hand, an immediate jehad was proposed, general acceptance was given to the 
progressive measures advocated by Gandhi, based on a plan of non-co-operation, 
which includes the resignation of government titles and honorary offices, to be 
followed by the resignation of service by government and domestic servants, and 
later by boycott of the army and refusal to pay taxes. 

In his weekly telegram dated 31st March, the Viceroy reported that the Mohamedans 
who took part in the secret meeting referred to above, proceeded to Meerut to the 
third sitting of the provincial Caliphate Conference, where Gandhi announced the 
plan of action approved at Delhi. At the time of telegraphing, the Viceroy thought 
the movement was apparently not gaining strength. 

In a further report dated 7th April the Viceroy stated that Gandhi's scheme 
received its first application by Hakim Ajmal Khan resigning the titles conferred on 
him by the Government of India by way of protest against the want of attention of 
English statesmen to the Caliphate question. The Prime MinisteFs speech to the 
Caliphate deputation, which was not favourably received at first, except by t he ' 
English Press, was now reported from Bombay to have had a sobering effect generally, 
and to have given rise to the hope*that the settlement would be such that Mohamedans 
as a wdiole could accept it without damage to their amour propre. The principal 
objection was against the Greeks getting any hold. In Bengal, while there was at 
present no agitation, the feeling was reported to be restless. Prom the Punjab also 
the report was disquieting, as fanatics and extremists were exploiting the bitter 
feeling which had been aroused among Mohamedans by the recent events in 
Constantinople. It was thought that efforts might be made to corrupt the Indian 
.Army, and fanatical preachers were already reviling Pathans, Punjabis and 
Mohamedans who fought against the Turks. The general impression appeared to be 
that the Caliphate deputation to England had not clone much good, and that Indian 
sentiment in regard to Turkey was not receiving sufficient attention. On the other 
hand, public opinion was inclining to the view that the Calcutta Caliphate Conference 
had gone much too far. 

Shiah Action.—In his telegram of 25th March the Viceroy reported the issue by 
the Shiah Mujtahids of Lucknow of a manifesto denouncing the Caliphate agitation 
for introducing considerations of temporal power into a purely religious question. 
On 7th April the Viceroy announced that an all-India Shiah conference had begun at 
Nagpur on 4th April. The President had cautioned the Shiah community against 
traversing dangerous ground, and la id ' i t down that while the existence/of Islamic 
powers and the preservation of holy places must be matters of great concern to all 
Moslems, it was their duty to announce unequivocally that the Sultan of Turkey was 
not, and could not be, their religious head. On that account they could not sever 
their loyal connexion with the British Government. This action of the Shiahs was 
reported by the United Provinces Government to be having a good effect. 



THE DOMINIONS. 

Belief for Austria and Poland.-On 9th April the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General of the Union of South Africa as 
follows:— 

As your Ministers are aware, the economic situation in Central Europe is most 
serious, and the cpiestion of arrangements for its relief has been under the considera
tion of His Majesty's Government and the United States Government. The United 
States Grain Corporation, on account of the United States Government, has now agreed 
to supply about 400,000 tons of cereals to Austria and Poland on credit, and His 
Majesty's Government has undertaken to open a credit not exceeding one half of the 
contribution of the United States Government, within the limit of 10,000,OOOL, out of 
which in the first place shipping for the transportation of the cereals is being 
provided. The terms of credit are not yet decided, but it is understood that the 
conditions of repayment to other contributing Governments will be not less favourable 
than those as regards repayment to the United States Government. 

A conference of representatives of His Majesty's Government and the Govern
ments of France, United States, Italy, Scandinavia, Holland and Switzerland is being 
summoned to meet at Paris, on or shortly after 15th April, to settle detailed arrange
meuts in connexion with the credits; and should your Government agiee in principle 
to participate in the scheme of relief a representative nominated by them would be 
cordially welcomed at the Conference. 

Similar invitations to participate in this scheme of relief had already been sent to 
the Governments of Canada, Australia, and blew Zealand. To the Government of 
Canada the suggestion was made that a provision of fats, cattle-hides, cod-liver oil, 
nickel, aluminium, asbestos, and agricultural machinery would be most useful; a 
similar suggestion was made to the Government of Australia for a supply of copper, 
lead, zinc ore, mother-o'-pearl, tin, tungsten ore, hides, and, when available, wool; and 
to the Government of New Zealand for tungsten ore, hides, and, when available, wool. 

Proposed Imperial Holiday.—On 8th April the following telegram was sent by 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Officer Administering the Government 
of Canada, the Governor of Newfoundland, and the Governors-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia and the Union of South Africa : — 

A suggestion has been made by the New Zealand Government that an imperial 
holiday should be set aside annually in celebration of the victory and conclusion of 
peace. The matter has been under consideration, and in-the opinion-of His Majesty's 
Government the anniversary, of the armistice, 11th November, would be the most 
suitable date for the commemoration of the victory and peace. I should be glad to be 
furnished with the views of your Ministers, who will understand that the above 
expression of opinion docs not bind His Majesty's Government to the institution of an 
annual statutory holiday on armistice day. 

The telegram, referred to was as follows :— 
The Government of New Zealand have had under consideration on several 

occasions a proposal that the 25th April should be called " Anzac Day," and declared 
an annual statutory holiday in commemoration of the landing on Gallipoli. It is now 
suggested that the Imperial Government might set apart one imperial holiday 
annually by way of celebrating the victory and peace throughout the Empire. My 
Ministers would be glad to learn the views of His Majesty's Government. 

To this a reply was sent on 8th April in practically the same terms as those 
contained in the telegram to the Governors-General of the other Dominions. 

Officers and Men of the Royal Navy serving in the Dominions.—On 1st April the 
following telegram was sent by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Officer 
administering the Government of Canada and the Governors-General of the Common
wealth of Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa, and Newfoundland : -

Doubts having arisen as to the legal position of officers and men of the Royal 
Navy who may be transferred, or fent to, or find themselves serving in Dominion 
vessels, His Majesty's Government propose to seek the sanction of Parliament for a 
Bill to the following effect:—" That any officer or man in or belonging to His 



Majesty's Navy, and who by order of the Admiralty is serving in the Navy of any 
self-governing Dominion or under the orders of an officer of a self-governing-
Dominion, shall be subject to the laws and customs for the time being in force of 
such self-governing Dominion." I should be glad to know whether your Ministers 
concur. 

CANADA. 

Admiralty Naoal Staff-On 8th April the Officer administering the Government 
of Canada informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the proposal of the 
Admiralty in regard to the representation of the naval forces of the Dominions on its 
Naval Staff [B.E.R., xiii.,. p. 6] met with the concurrence of the Government of 
Canada, but at the present time there were no officers of the Royal Canadian Navy 
considered to be sufficiently senior for the appointment, either for training in staff 
work or for attachment to the Naval Staff at the Admiralty. 

Enemy Debts Clearing House,—On 10th April the Officer administering the 
Government of Canada telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in reply 
to his telegram of 21th March [B.E.R., xiv., p. 6] saying that the Government of 
Canada proposed to adopt' the second alternative referred to therein, and that the 
share of the administrative cost of the central clearing office and representative in 
Germany to be paid by Canada could be readily arranged. 

Treaty of Peace with Bulgaria.—On 10th April the Officer administering the 
Government of Canada reported to the Secretary of State for the Colonies that a 
Minute of Council of the 9th April asked that His Majesty the Ring should be humbly 
moved to approve, accept, confirm and ratify the treaty with Bulgaria for and in 
respect of the Dominion of Canada. 

Representation at Washington.—On 1st April the Officer administering the 
Government of Canada telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies as 
follows :— 

With reference to your telegram of 21th March [B.E.R., xiv., p. 7], in regard to 
the Canadian representation at Washington, the Canadian Government^ under
standing is that the Canadian Minister who is to be appointed Minister Plenipotentiary 
should, in accordance with his rank as Minister Plenipotentiary, have precedence in 
the diplomatic corps. Analogous cases are those of Saxony and Bavaria before the 
war, since these States maintained Ministers at European Courts concurrently with 
the Ambassador of the German Empire. 

If the State Department should not wish to make a formal ruling giving 
precedence to the Canadian. Minister with the Ministers of other countries, they 
could in the last resort, perhaps, reach the same result by intimating that they would, 
as a matter of practice, accord such precedence without calling special attention to it. 
In view, however, of the question being possibly raised in future by the Ministers of 
other countries, it would be preferable to have a formal agreement. 

Air Force.—The Director of information announced, on 7th April, that Canada 
was about to organize a volunteer air force of 5,000 men, who would be recruited 
from men who had formerly served in the Royal Air Eorce. 

Business Conditions.—From all parts of the Dominion business conditions are 
reported to be satisfactory, the bank clearings in. the first week of April being 
40 per cent, in excess of those for the corresponding period last year. 

Immigration [B.E.R, xii., p. 7 ] . - -The High Commissioner has received infor
mation that 2,000 immigrants entered Canada from the British Isles, and 1,950 from 
the United States, during February. 

AUSTRALIA. 

United States Senate Reservations [B.E.R., xiii., p. 5].—On 30th March the Secre
tary of State for the Colonies received a telegram from the Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia saying that his Prime Minister desired him to point out 
that his telegram of 14th November made it clear that the Commonwealth Government 
was not prepared to agree to abandon its right to sit on the League of Nations on an 
equal footing with other small Powers, and consequently that it was unable to agree 
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to the Lenroot reservation. This applied to the amendment whether in the modified 
or the original form. His Prime Minister a d d e d : — " I assume that the definite 
" rejection of the Treaty by the United States Senate has now completely changed the 
" position and that the question of reservations upon the-Treaty does not and cannot 
arise unless and until this rejection is rescinded." 

International Labour Conference.—On 31st March the Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
reply to the latteFs telegram of 5th February [B.E.R., xi., p, 9] in regard to a special 
meeting of the International Labour Conference to consider the seamen questions at 
Genoa on 15th June, saying that the Government of the Commonwealth would 
arrange for the attendance of two delegates representing respectively shipowners and 
seamen. 

Certificates of Origin.—On 1st April the . Secretary of State for the Colonies 
telegraphed to the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia saying :  -

Referring to your telegrams of the 3rd February and 2nd March, the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs has carefully examined the proposals as regards certificates 
of origin, but fears that the results likely to be achieved would not be commensurate, 
with the difficulties involved. For reasons already explained [B.ER., v., p. 6], goods 
forwarded to Australia from enemy or ex-enemy countries via the United Kingdom and 
other parts of the Empire would under present conditions escape the requirement of 
a certificate of origin. As regards Czecho-Slovakia and other States removed from 
the jurisdiction of Austria, the above argument also applies, and besides it is thought 
that it would be of little use to require certificates in the case of direct exports 
unless the system were extended to goods of all the neighbouring States. Otherwise 
goods from Czecho-Slovakia, &c.,need be only taken over the frontiers and re-exported 
in order to avoid compliance with the requirements of the Commonwealth Govern
ment. Further, it is most undesirable to place any avoidable hindrance on the 
resumption of trade, with Czecho-Slovakia and other new friendly States, whose 
economic difficulties are already great. In these circumstances it is hoped that your 
Ministers will be ready to withdraw both their proposals. In any case, having regard 
to the recent reduction of the consular staff, considered essential in the interests of 
economy after the cessation of hostilities and the general abandonment of the certi
ficate of origin system, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs apprehends that, 
even if other difficulties could be surmounted, it is unlikely that Consuls could 
carry out the wishes of the Commonwealth Government with any prospect of 
efficiency. 

Enemy Debts and Mandated Territories.—On 20th March the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies sent the following telegram to the Governors-General of the Common
wealth of Australia and New Zealand:—To my.telegram of 8th February in regard 
to the enemy debts notice given to Germany for territories in respect of which 
Dominion Governments may receive mandates, the Government of Germany replied 
on ] 2th February that the period of one month provided for by Article 296 (E) having 
elapsed, they reserved their attitude in respect of this notice; their attitude being 
apparently that as mandates did not exist before the 10th February, when the mouth 
expired, mandated territories cannot be considered as having notified their adherence 
to the Article. In order to avoid the delay which must result if all action be deferred 
until the mandates come into force, it is proposed to suggest to the Government of 
Germany the reference of the question to a mixed arbitral tribunal, to which the 
matter would appear to fall for decision in default of an agreement between His 
Majesty's Government and the Government of Germany under the Annex to 
Article 296. I should be glad to learn as soon as possible whether your Ministers 
concur. 

In reply thereto the following was received from the Governor-General of 
Australia on 29th March :—As the principle of these mandates is embodied in the 
Treaty of Versailles, to which Germany aud the Government of the Commonwealth of 
Australia have subscribed, and the Council of Four duly appointed the Commonwealth 
as mandatory for the islands in the South Pacific, other than Samoa and Nauru, the 
Government of the Commonwealth of Australia cannot agree to any course that raises 
the question of its rights under the Treaty and the decision of Council. 

And on 26th March this from the Governor-General of New Zealand :—My 
Government concur in the suggestion to refer the question, to a mixed arbitral tribunal 
for decision, in default of an agreement between His Majesty's Government and the 



 I 

Government of Germany, and is desirous that His Majesty's Government should act 
in the matter as it thinks best. 

Labour Position in Nauru.—On 17th March the following telegram was sent by 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governors-General of the Commonwealth 
of Australia and New Zealand :—The Pacific Phosphate Company, in view of the 
exigencies of the labour -position in Nauru, owing to reduced recruiting and its 
probable cessation in islands under Japanese control, wish to engage immediately 
200 Chinese coolies and 125 Chinese boatmen, all unindentured. Immediately before 
the war, 532 Chinese were employed ; at present 220, of whom 31 are mechanics and 
81 coolies, are due for repatriation this year. The Company suggest alternatively the 
engagement of Javanese, but it is doubtful whether they could be obtained.
presume your Government will not object to the use of Chinese in Nauru,N having 
regard to the importance of maintaining the output after the transfer.' ? 

In reply to this, the Governor-General of Australia telegraphed on 26th March 
saying that, as the formal acquisition of the right of the Pacific Phosphate Company 
had not taken place, the Commonwealth Government expressed no opinion on the 
question. 

Three days later the Governor-General of New Zealand reported that his Govern
ment had no objection to the use of Chinese in view of the importance of maintaining 
the output of phosphates. 

- NEW ZEALAND. 

Enemy Debts and Mandated Territories.—See above under " Australia." 

Nauru.—See above under " Australia." 

Enemy Nationals in the Samoan Islands.—On the 12th April the Governor-
General of New Zealand informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the 
Government of New Zealand had decided, on the recommendation of the Administrator 
of the Samoan Islands, to compulsorily repatriate from the Samoan Islands all enemy 
nationals who were without Samoan family ties. There were 194 men, women, and 
children, 2nd class, and 11 men, women and children, 3rd class, to be transported. It 
was desired that the steamer should call at Apia en route to England to embark these 
Germans, as there was grave objection to bringing them to New Zealand for 
embarkation. The New Zealand Overseas Shipping Committee were unable to 
provide accommodation in the regular traders, and had cabled the Shipping Controller 
recommending that an armistice boat should be made available for this transport. 
The Government of New Zealand regarded the matter as one of great, urgency, and 
was anxious the Shipping Controller should be urged to make every effort to provide 
the transport required by the earliest possible date. 

Control of insulated Shipping by the Imperial Government.—On 8th April 
the following telegram, was sent by the Governor-General of New Zealand to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies :— 

The welfare of New Zealand is largely dependent upon the maintenance of 
regular services of insulated steamers carrying exportable produce at such freight 
rates as are reasonable in view of current conditions, and a feeling is growing among 
producers that they should take steps to secure a service of insulated ships owned by 
themselves. In order to ensure this my Ministers realize that prior' to the war the 
shipping companies trading to New Zealand provided a good service in every way, 
aud it is hoped that these companies will again do all that is necessary to meet the 
producers' requirements when the present control ceases. My Prime Minister has 
been in communication with the New Zealand representatives of the shipping
companies, but they quite reasonably state that they cannot give any indication 
regarding the rates of freight which will be fixed for privately owned produce until 
their respective companies are in a position to know when the Imperial Government 
control will cease. The Prime Minister asks whether His Majesty's Government is 
yet in a position to state when the control of insulated shipping will be relinquished, 
and he would be glad to be informed as soon as possible. The information is desired 
for the guidance of Ministers in dealing with the question of the suggested farmers' 
shipping line, should it again arise. 

Samoa and Javanese Labour.—On 1st April the Secretary- of State for the 
Colonies received a telegram from the Governor-General of New Zealand asking if it 
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would be possible now for the Government of New Zealand to engage Javanese 
labourers, under indenture for three years, to work on Samoan plantations. The 
Javanese were strongly recommended for this class of work ; and the New Zealand 
Government would be glad to know whether, this source of labour could be made 
available in addition to or possibly as an alternative to the Chinese. . -

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Transvaal-Mozambique Convention.—On 7th April Lord Milner telegraphed as 
follows to the Governor-General of the Union of South Africa: — 

The following note, dated 30th - March, has been received from the Portuguese 
Minister:— -

The Portuguese Government, together with the Government of Mozambique, 
have decided not "to formally denounce the Transvaal-Mozambique Convention 
of 1st April 1909 providing the Government of the Union of South Africa accepts 
to start, without delay, negotiations for the drawing up between the two Govern
ments of a new convention which should come into operation as soon as it has 
been discussed and approved. 

This resolution has already been transmitted to the Government of the Union 
of South Africa, and it was further stated that the Government of Mozambique 
would continue to grant facilities for the recruiting of natives for tbe mines, south 
of parallel 2s, who are not indispensable for the industrial and agricultural 
development of the province. 

The new clauses would be as follows :— 
(1) Confirmation of prohibition to recruit north of parallel 22. 
(2) Revision of share in tariffs for exportations from the Transvaal to 

Lourenco Marques, railway rates and others. 
(3) Facilities for the Government of Mozambique to modify the wharf duties 

r ; - and others in Lourenco Marques relative to imports and exports. 
The Portuguese Government would be very grateful to His Majesty'a Govern 

ment if they would be good enough to use their good offices with the Government of 
the Union of South Africa in order that negotiations may be entered into with 
the least possible delay on the terms indicated above. 
In communicating this,note the Portuguese Minister expressed the hope of his 

Government that your Government would place itself in direct touch with the 
Government of Mozambique for the purpose of discussing the terms of the proposed 
new convention. 

Mandate for German Smith-West Africa.—In reply to a message received from . 
the Governor-General of the Union of South Africa on 2nd April, the Secretary.of 
State for the Colonies telegraphed as follows on 6th A p r i l : - - " The Supreme Council 
at its meeting of 24th December adopted the draft Conventions relating to the mandate 
for German East Africa subject to examination by the drafting Committee, but, owing 
to the attitude taken up by the Japanese representative, did not adopt the draft 
Conventions relating to mandates for the Pacific and South-West Africa. It has not 
been possible to make any progress with the draft Conventions relating to the mandates 
for the Pacific and South-West Africa, as the Japanese reservation has not yet been 
withdrawn." , ' 

Application for Surplus War. Ships.-The Governor-General for the Union of 
South Africa informed the Secretary of State for the, Colonies that Captain Davis, a 
Durban shipping agent, proposed to present two ships to the Union for training South 
African boys as officers and seamen for the Mercantile Marine, and was leaving for 
England to purchase the ships. His Ministers suggested that the Admiralty might be 
prepared to dispose of surplus naval craft for this purpose, and asked that His Majesty's 
Government should facilitate Captain Davis's mission. 

Extension of Lord Buxton's Term of Office.—ReuteFs agent, reported from 
Capetown on 27th March that general satisfaction was expressed at the.announcement 
that Lord Buxton had consented to a further extension of his Governor-Generalship a t . 
the request of the Union and Imperial Governments. This was voiced by the 
Cape Times, which said that for the second time his Excellency had yielded his 
personal interests to the needs of a difficult situation. In deference, continued the 
paper, to the general sentiment throughout the Union, which was unanimous in . 



recognizing him as the right man in the right place, his Excellency once more, with, 
a high sense of. duty, had put aside all interests save those of the country he had 
served so faithfully and with such distinction. It need hardly be said that his 
sacrifice would tide over a delicate situation until the end of the present session of 
Parliament. After referring to the difficulties which would have confronted a new 
Governor-General without a shrewd and intimate knowledge of all the personal 
factors involved in the political situation, the Gape Times said :—-" At the same time 
" it must be recognized that it is a severe additional task that Lord Buxton loyally 
"shoulders at the close of a long and signally successful Governor-Generalship, 
" which,in his case has not been the grave of a reputation, but the crowning phase of 
" a most unselfish and honourable career." 

The Political Crisis.—Telegraphing from Capetown on Oth April, ReuteFs agent 
reported that it was asserted in Nationalist circles that General Smuts had approached 
the Nationalists, Unionists and Labour representatives, with a proposal to form " a 
best man Government " and that the Nationalists had officially replied that they were 
not prepared to take part in such a Government, but that they were prepared to 
co-operate with the South African Party on the understanding that the Nationalists 
did not push Republican propaganda in Parliament, while the South African Party 
on their side guaranteed not to oppose the movement. General Smuts was said to 
have refused. The Labour representatives were reported to have also refused 
General Smuts' proposal. 

Telegraphing again two days later he said that the general consensus of opinion 
regarding the political crisis was that General Smuts would carry on the Government, 
that the Unionists would not withhold their support, and that the Labour members 
would refrain from taking the responsibility of defeating the Government and 
thereby frustrating the economic and social reforms to which they were committed. 
Despite the Labour members' rejection of General Smuts' original overtures, it is 
understood that this is not regarded in any way as a final decision in the matter of 
the co-operation of parties standing by the Constitution. General Smuts' patience, 
statesmanship and unwavering courage to face what almost seemed a deadlock had 
drawn many tributes from the Unionists ami South African Party Press. 

South African Rents and Profiteering Bills.—ReuteFs Agent telegraphed from 
Capetown on 27th March as follows : — 

The Governments Rents and Profiteering Bills, introduced into the Union House 
of Assembly, have now been published. The former provides for the establishment 
of local Rent Boards with powers to investigate and reduce unreasonable rents ; 
" unreasonable " being defined as a gross return exceeding 12 per cent, on the rateable 
valuation. 

The Profiteering Bill closely follows the British measure, and establishes a Board 
of Control, replacing the present Cost of Living Commission. I t also establishes 
local committees on whicli specific powers may be conferred by proclamation. 
Magistrates are authorised to, inflict a line of 500/, or 12 months' imprisonment, 
or both. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The Labour Sitiiation.---Th.e following paragraphs are taken from the Report of 
the Ministry of Labour for the week ending 21 st April 1920 :— 

The question of wages continues to be the element of outstanding importance in 
the labour situation. Negotiations have been, taking place with regard to the wage 
demands of miners, building trades operatives, railwaymen, tramwaymen, omnibus 
workers, dock workers, bakers, textile operatives, teachers, postal employees and. 
many other classes of workers. In some instances, notably in the case of the miners,, 
a settlement has been reached. In other cases, negotiations are following a normal 
course, but the issues in such industries as, the railways and the cotton textile trade 
are of a serious and far-reaching nature. ' 

A revival of interest is being shovm in various matters of importance apart from 
demands for increased wages. The question of the international affiliation of labour 
and Socialist bodies continues to arouse controversy, the necessity for a general staff 
for Labour . i s again being emphasized, and the whole question of trade union 
organization is exciting discussion at labour meetings and in the Labour and Socialist 
Press. , ' 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

WEST INDIES. 

Trade Conference with Ca.nada.-A. trade conference will be held at Ottawa 
during May between delegates from the British West Indies and others representing 
the Dominion of Canada. 

EAST AFRICA. 

Visit of the Belgian Colonial Minister.—Telegraphing from Nairobi on 21st April, 
Reuters agent reported that the Belgian Colonial Minister had left for the Congo 
after having made a tour through East Africa and Uganda. Before leaving he 
expressed, his admiration for the progress which had been made in the development 
of the protectorates, both of which, he was fully convinced had a great future. 

UGANDA. . 

Visit of the Belgian Colonial Minister.See above under " East Africa." 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation-Oii 18th. April the Viceroy reported [459 S.] the receipt-of. 
a telegram from Mr. Dobbs, Foreign Secretary, and head of the British Delegation, 
announcing that the first meeting of the conference had been held on 17th April. 
Mr. Dobbs went on to say that after certain formalities in which the mode of 
proceeding was decided, a discussion took place with the object of defining the 
matters regarding which either side desired explanations. It was agreed that the 
following were the main preliminary points :— 

On the side of the British Government:— 
(1) The anti-British sentiment and unrest among our tribes provoked by the 

'\ Afghans. 
(2) The apparent willingness of Afghanistan to assist the Bolsheviks by allowing 

. them a passage among our tribes .aud into India for the dissemination of 
anti-British propaganda. * 
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On the side of the Afghan Government:— ' ' 
(I) The attitude of the British Government concerning the Caliphate question 

and Turkey, which the Afghan delegates assert are matters of the deepest 
interest to them and to neighbouring Mohamedan nations. 

(2) The action contemplated by the British Government as regards the Pathan 
tribes on the British side of the frontier, 

(3) The actual views of the British Government as to the independent status d£ 
Afghanistan. 

An important statement was made by the Afghan Foreign Minister, Mahmud 
Tarsi, to the effect that the desire of Afghanistan was to depart from her policy 
of isolation, and to permit freedom of intercourse between other nations and herself. 

[468 S.] Mr. Dobbs reported, on 19th April that at the meeting held that clay the
main subject of discussion had been the views of the British Government as to the 
national status of Afghanistan, which the Afghans considered fundamental for the 
successful clearance of misunderstandings. Their first point was whether Grant's 
letter conceding freedom of foreign relations was held to be as binding as the actual 
peace treaty. To this Mr. Dobbs assented. The second point was their desire for 
Afghan representation at the Court of St. James'. To this Mr. Dobbs replied that 
the question could not even be discussed until the British Government were satisfied 
of the sincerity of Afghanistan's desire for our friendship. The third point was 
wdiether Afghanistan was free to send her representatives to other States. To this 
Mr. Dobbs said there was no objection if other States liked to receive them. 

[474 8.] At the following day's sitting, 20th April, Mr. Dobbs reported the 
presentation by the Afghan delegates of a statement of the points on which they felt 
concerned under the subject discussed the previous day. Briefly these were— 

(a) Absence of a reply to the AmiFs letters to the King. 
(6) The non-publication of Grant's letter. 
(e) The intimation that the function of the Afghan envoy was unaltered, leading 

to the surmise that no change of status was admitted. 
(d) Afghan expectation that by permitting the sending of a Minister to London, 

and Consuls and Vice-Consuls to other places, the change of status would 
be marked. 

(e) Two of the conditions named by Grant were not consistent with the complete 
independence of Afghanistan. 

(/) Failure to accord to the Amir the title of " His Majesty." 
Mr. Dobbs explained, that for our own interest and for the defence" of India the 

root principle of our policy for a hundred years must have been to. maintain a strong 
and independent Afghanistan with friendly feelings towards Great Britain. This 
statement appeared to convey a great impression, and Mr. Dobbs proceeded to meet 
the first two points put forward by the Afghans. He reported that the Afghan
delegates were most friendly and temperate in their attitude. 

[482 S.] Mr. Dobbs reported that the discussion of the remaining points was 
resumed the next clay, 22nd April, in which the points (e) and (d) referred to above 
were disposed of. 

On 23rd April the Viceroy telegraphed [485 S.] the text of messages wdiich had 
been exchanged between himself and Mr. Dobbs. In the first the Viceroy expressed 
his concern at the reported incidents of Afghan raiding on the frontier, at Chaman 
and Tandisar, especially at that particular juncture. He requested Mr. Dobbs to 
discuss the matter with Mahmud Tarsi, and to point out the difficulty of removing 
misunderstandings -when such things were allowed to occur. The Tandisar incident 
looked as if the party in Afghanistan, which was opposed to British friendship, was 
trying to hamper friendly proceedings, and Tarsi was to be asked to request the Amir 
to issue such orders as would prevent a recurrence of these disturbing incidents. 

In reply, Mr. Dobbs reported that he had acted on the Viceroy's instructions,, 
and that Tarsi had undertaken to communicate with the Amir in the required sense. 

Following on the above, the Viceroy reported [493 S.] on 26th April, that a 
further unprovoked attack by a force of 500 regular and irregular Afghan troops, with 
two guns, had been made on 23rd April on Lambabat, a place in the Chitral territory 
well within our frontier. Mr. Dobbs had sent Sir Abdul Qaiyum, of the British 
delegation, to remonstrate' with Tarsi, and to tell him that such unprovoked aggression 



prohibited the continuance of friendly discussion. Tarsi had expressed his surprise 
and ignorance of all these incidents, but Sir Abdul discovered the Afghan delegates 
in the act of signing a letter to Mr. Dobbs, stating that unless satisfactory assurances 
regarding the future were forthcoming, with a cessation of punishment of the tribes, 
they on their part must discontinue the present conversations. In consequence of 
this, the Conference had been temporarily suspended, and while Tarsi had telegraphed 
to the Amir to ascertain what explanation he could give, Mr. Dobbs had gone to Simla 
to consult the Government. as to the future course of action. The Viceroy awaited" 
information as to the Amir's reply, and details as to the Afghan incursion into Chitral, 
for a further communication. 

The Caliphate Question [B:E.R., xy., p. 3].—Under date of 16th April the 
Viceroy in his weekly telegram continued the reports from various districts of the 
Caliphate agitation and its consequences. On the one hand the violence of the 
agitation and of the language used in speeches delivered at protest meetings appeared 
to have increased, and the younger men of the extreme party were calling for deeds 
instead of the passive policy adopted under Gandhi's scheme. On the other 
hand there were not wanting indications that some of the moderate leaders were 
becoming alarmed at the lengths to which the violence of the language might be 
carrying them. 

The National Week from 6th April to 13th April had passed off without untoward 
incident. Reports for .13th had not then been received, but, so far as was known, 
Hartal had been little observed. Local Governments had been asked for a full 
appreciation of the situation as affected by the demonstrations of the past week, and a 
report of the result was promised in the following week's telegram. I t was interesting 
to note the lead given by the rulers of States in connexion with the Caliphate 
agitation. Koar Sahib of Benares protested strongly against the continued observance 
of Hartals, which caused loss and suffering to the poorer classes of the population, 
and urged that the continuance of this method of expressing disapproval should be 
abandoned. Similarly, the Nizam of Hyderabad, while not prohibiting meetings in 
connexion with the Caliphate agitation, had published orders to the effect that 
permission should be obtained beforehand to hold meetings, and that copies of the 
resolutions proposed to be passed should be forwarded to his Government, and a 
record of proceedings should be deposited afterwards. On a smaller scale the 
Nawab of Rampur had taken similar steps. As far as could be gathered, the week 
fell flat. 

It was reported that the second batch of the Caliphate deputation, consisting of 
Hindu and Moslem leaders and representative members of Council, was shortly 
sailing for Europe. The original intention was to send Gandhi also, but the latest 
Press report stated that he would not go. He had cabled to the Viceroy personally 
on the 13th for permission and approval to undertake the mission of explaining to 
British statesmen and the public the dire consequences of an unfair settlement of 
the Turkish question. Shadi Lal's appointment as Chief Justice of the Punjab had 
been hailed with approval in the Press, and had had an excellent political effect. 
Lord Sinha had. given a powerful lead to the moderates in a speech he had 
addressed at the farewell dinner at Calcutta on 7th April. After paying tribute 
to the unique services rendered by leaders of the moderate party in England, he 
had pointed out the fundamental difference between the- moderate and extremist 
parties, and had indicated the impossibility of co-operation of the moderates with the 
extremists. 

The Yiceroy's telegram of the following week, dated 23rd April, supplied the 
following repor t :—In last week's telegram we stated that we would send a full 
report of the situation as to the effect of Hartal and other demonstrations of 
the week of 6th to 13th April. We asked Local Governments in particular to 
inform us as to the extent to which the preaching of the contingent boycott of 
service has been successful, whether any serious trouble was anticipated in this 
respect on the announcement of the Turkish peace terms as recently outlined by 
the Prime Minister in reply to the Caliphate deputation, whether Local Governments 
advised taking active measures to stop the further progress of the agitation where 
exceeding constitutional limits to a dangerous extent, and lastly, whether agitators 

"have attempted to disseminate seditious literature among Indian troops or to shake 
the loyalty of the police. We give a summary of the replies from Local Govern
meiits together with our general appreciation of the situation :  



. Punjab.—Numerous meetings were held during the week and resolutions were 
passed according to Gandhi's programme. A noticeable feature was the participation 
of women and the rural classes. Funds were collected for the Jallianwala memorial, 
but there were no TIartal and no disturbances. The Calcutta resolutions of con
tingent disloyalty were not taken seriously and met with a certain amount of 
active opposition from the Hindus. There was no attempt on the part of the 
Mohamedan Government servants to absent themselves from duty, and except in 
two instances no case of men leaving the Government service on account of the 
Caliphate question. No direct attempts have been made to tamper with the troops. 
The Prime MinisteFs reply to the Moslem deputation was received with more 
equanimity than had been expected. There was much soreness in Moslem circles 
naturally, and it was impossible to forecast the attitude' of the people as regards 
the ultimate peace terms, but at present an outburst of violence was not expected. 
The agitation since the Royal Proclamation has been characterized by great vituperative 
violence instead of the previous attitude of sullen silence, and this license of speech 
may have a dangerous reaction on the rural areas, but the Press has not, as a rule, 
supported the more violent eccentricities of the platform, and. the general feeling, 
even in towns like Amritsar, is reported to be better than in. March 1919. 
Remarkably small attention is paid to the Congress report. At present nothing
can be gained by fresh declarations or a change of policy. The people at large 
are reaping an excellent harvest and are contented. 

Bombay.—There was no Hartal anywhere during the National Week. The 
meetings held were purely of a formal nature to pass the resolutions framed by 
Gandhi. Tbe preaching of contingent non-co-operation, and the circulation of seditious 
Caliphate literature in the Presidency, had no effect on Government servants, including 
the police. The private Caliphate Conference recently held at Bombay advocated 
agitation for a further two months, to be followed after the publication of the peace 
terms by a policy of non-co-operation in gradual stages, namely : — (1) the relinquish-
meat of titles ; (2) the resignation of membership of the Council ; (3) the resignation 
of service (a) private, (I)) subordinate official, (c) superior official, (d) military ; (4) the 
refusal to pay taxes. This is according to the plan of Gandhi, who has, however, 
made the absence of violence an essential condition. The boycott has been dropped, 
and there are decided indications of a movement towards more constitutional methods 
of agitation. The publication of the terms of peace is not likely to cause violent 
outbursts, but a chorus of disapproval may be expected. No general measures of a 
repressive nature are recommended. The Governor of Bombay recommends the 
publication of a full explanatory statement along- with the peace terms when 
announced. 

United Provinces. - T h  e week attracted little attention among any class of people, 
and no attention among the mass of people. The Hindus are afraid of the policy of 
withdrawing co-operation from the Government in the event of the Turkish peace 
terms not satisfying Mohamedan opinion ; e.g., in Cawnpore, they would go no further 
than saying that an adverse decision would cause unrest, and at Benares that it 
would enfeeble the sentiment of co-operation with the British Government. In other 
places there is a similar reluctance among the Hindus to commit themselves. At a 
meeting of Ulema held at Cawnpore on 4th and f)th April, the resolutions passed 
exceeded in violence those adopted in Calcutta, but with certain exceptions, which the 
Local Government is considering with a view to action, the speeches were more 
moderate than the resolutions. Despite the active propaganda and the excitable 
language used, the course of events during the last few weeks is on the whole milder 
than previously. There is bitter criticism by the Press of the occupation of 
Constantinople, but little stir is caused among the people by this news. Interest in 
reforms is increasing. 

Bihar and Orissa.—The National Week in Bihar and Orissa was a complete 
failure, and a great disappointment to its organizers. Practically no public interest 
was aroused, and the people generally are growing weary of demonstrations with no 
tangible results. The contingent boycott of Government service was not preached, 
and there is no reason to apprehend serious trouble in this respect on the publication 
of the peace terms.. Violent speaking and objectionable resolutions prevail, but the 
agitation shows signs of dying out if left alone. No active measures are necessary to 
stop its progress. There is no trace of the dissemination of seditious literature among 
the troops or the police, and no attempts are known to have been made to shake the 
loyalty of the police. If made, they were entirely unsuccessful. There is a growing 
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feeling that the past violence of speeches has done more harm than good, and attempts 
are being made to explain away the resolutions and to assert the underlying loyally of 
the participators. 

Delhi.—The National Week evoked little interest, and the idea of holding further 
Hartals was rejected promptly by the shopkeepers. The agitation appears to have 
lost ground by the attempt to sustain interest in these subjects for so long a period as 
a week. The violence of Press and platform utterances, however, has increased, and 
no counsels of moderation are heeded. -There is considerable enthusiasm for the 
Swadeshi doctrine, and Ajmal Khans action in asking to be relieved of his titles is: 
praised by the extremists, although it is deplored by more reasonable people. The
contingent boycott of service has not been preached or discussed so far. The danger 
of. individual (corrupt group) being carried away by the excitement of the agitation 
remains, but any chance of a general upheaval appears remote. The meeting of 
so-called workers organized for the 19th April by minor Caliphate agitators, for those 
who prefer deeds to words, will show whether further measures are necessary. 
(Note.—We have just received a brief C.I.D. report that this meeting was attended 
by 2,000 persons including delegates from the United Provinces and the Punjab ; 
that no prominent leaders, such as Ajmal Khan or Ansari, were' present; that a 
Jehad and a Hijrat were openly advocated, and that very violent speeches were made. 
Fuller reports are awaited.) 

Bengal.—The week from 6th to .13th was not observed in any way except for a 
few minor meetings in Calcutta on the 6th and 13th. To all outward appearances 
the excitement engendered.by the violent campaign at the end of February has died 
down. The announcement of the Turkish peace terms will certainly cause a 
recrudescence of the excitement, but unless religious fanaticism is fanned from 
Outside Bengal there is no reason to anticipate serious disorder. Passive resistance, 
in the forms advocated by Gandhi is not likely to secure any hold in this province if 
left to itself. The danger lies in attempts to kindle Mobamedan fanaticism by a 
succession of violent speeches by delegates from other provinces, or by village 
propaganda carried on by religious emissaries from elsewhere. Without a fuller 
knowledge of the plans of the inner ring of All-India agitators, it is difficult to 
forecast the future line of action, but the Government propose to watch carefully 
the Mohamedan Press, which has already been warned, and to take action under the 
Press Act if necessary. In the event of a further campaign of violent speeches by 
agitators coming from outside, including Abul Kalam Azad, it will be necessary to 
consider their externment from Bengal and the internment of Bengal leaders. Minor 
fanatics are being dealt with under section 108A, Code of Criminal Procedure.' High 
prices continue to cause general discontent, but no attempts have been made to 
embarrass the Government' by threats of a strike among Government servants, or 
Indian students, of a non-co-operative policy. There are no attempts to agitate 
among the troops. The extremists have also failed to get at the police, whose 
grievances in the matter of pay are receiving the sympathetic consideration of the 
Local Government. 

Assam.—The Caliphate agitation has been kept within reasonable bounds in the 
Surma Valley, and in the Assam Valley is fainthearted throughout. Attempts to 
instigate the contingent boycott of Government service have met with no success, and 
all classes of Government servants, including the police, are believed to be loyal and 
unaffected by the agitation. No active measures are at present called for. 

Burma.—The Hartal, and similar demonstrations, are entirely confined to Rangoon 
and Mandalay, and to all appearances the artificial public sentiment is not being 
stirred. There is no indication of the boycott of Government service, and no 
likelihood of serious trouble on the announcement of the Turkish peace terms,mnless 
the news of disturbances in India produces a similar effect in Burma. No active 
measures of repression are considered necessary. The loyalty of the Indian police— 

mil i ta ry and civil—is reported to be unshaken, and there is no reason to believe that 
the dissemination of seditious literature among the Indian troops has taken place. 

Central Provinces-^ few poorly attended meetings were held at Nagpur, but 
the interest in the Turkish question is waning.- The Prime Minister's reply to the 
deputation has had a sobering effect. There are no attempts to tamper with the 
loyalty of the police or the Indian troops, The doctrine of contingent disloyalty has 
made little impression on Government servants. The announcement of the peace 
terms may cause excitement in a few Mohamedan centres, but no serious trouble is 



anticipated. No special measures are needed at present to stop the further progress 
of the agitation. 

Madras.—The Report has not yet been received, but a Press message shows a. 
violent speecli to have been made by Shaukat Ali at the Caliphate Conference of 17th 
April." ' . , 

On the whole our appreciation of the general situation may be summarized as 
follows :— 

The situation is more reassuring, and violent language is defeating itself, 
especially as regards the sympathy of Hindus, who are openly dissociating themselves 
from the movement. Moderate Mohammedans hold similar views, but are afraid to 
express them. The National Week has been a failure on the whole, and there is little 
evidence that the policy of non-co-operation wdll be generally accepted, but we are 
carefully watching developments, as there is an underground movement regarding 
which we have little information as yet, and we do net know how far associations of 
workers, like that held at Delhi, may find favour with the fanatically minded. Reports 
from particular places, especially Bind, are disquieting, and we have made special 
-enquiries from the Local Government. Another danger which we have just had 
brought to notice is that the Afghan delegation, now sitting at Mussoorie, may attempt 
to get into relations with the Caliphate agitators, and serve as a connecting link with 
the pan-Islam movement outside India. On. the whole, our policy of abstention from 
interference has so far been justified, and will be continued as far as possible, in order 
to avoid making martyrs or precipitating disorder which certain of the extremists 
want. Should action be necessary we should prefer recourse to the ordinary law 
rather than executive action, but preventive measures may, of course, be necessary to 
prevent outbursts of local disorder. Local Governments will be asked to maintain 
lists of the principal agitators against whom steps should be taken in case of emergency. 
We do not anticipate organized disorder on the announcement of the Turkish peace 
terms, but local outbreaks, and also individual acts of fanaticism. Expedition and 
decisive action in that contingency -would be imperative, 

Tilak issued a manifesto of 20th April outlining the programme of the Congress 
of the democratic party emphasizing unswerving loyalty to the Congress and faith in 
democratic principles. Striving, with the help of the Labour Party in Parliament, to 
establish an early responsible government, co-operating or obstructing, whichever 
might be expedient, strongly supporting the Caliphate question, trying for the repeal 
-of repressive legislation, promoting the Swadeshi movement, assisting the development 
of Indian industries, urging the nationalization of railways, the retrenchment of 
military expenditure, the creation of a citizen army, the establishment of. a national 
-lingua franca, the promotion of Hindu Mohamedau unity, the readjustment of the 
province on a linguistic basis. In the provincial domain the party pledged itself to 
many tiseful reforms, as the extension of franchise without severe disability, a 
permanent ryotwari settlement. On this programme the extremist party will appeal 
to the electorates in the coming elections. The manifesto, as thus outlined in the 
Press telegram, is a clever document with its appeal in the last sentence to rural 
populations. 

There is considerable discontent among the Sikhs regarding their representation 
as to new Councils. We believe their claims are unreasonable, and cannot be 
supported, but regard it as unfortunate that a bitter feeling should be provoked 
against the Government over such a question at this juncture. The non-Brahmins 
are also very sore over Mestou's award. 

Lord Sinha's speech continues to be bitterly attacked by the extremist Press, but 
he is defended by the moderate papers. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

International Financial Conference.—The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
transmitted the following message from the Secretary-General of the League of 
Nations to the Officer Administering the Government of Canada, and to the Governors-
General of Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, on 17th April:—



s 
The Council of the League of Nations begs to inform— 

(1) The Canadian 
(2) The Commonwealth of Australia  l , , . ,, , ,. ,n

(3) The New Zealand ( Government of the following resolution adopted 
( 4 ) The Union of South Africa ) , 
during the meetings of the Council held in London l l t h - l o t h February 1920:— 

Article 1. The League of Nations shall convene an International Conference 
with a view to studying the financial crisis and look for means remedying it and 
mitigating the dangerous consequences arising from it. 

Article 2. A commission composed of members of the Council nominated by 
the President, shall be instructed to summon the States chiefly concerned to this 
Conference and to convene it at the earliest possible date. 

This Conference will be held at Brussels about the end of May 1920. 

The Council therefore has the honour to invite— 
the Canadian 7) 
the Commonwealth of Australia (,-, , , .-,  .T  i i rGovernment to send to the r  i Conference not X r?the New Zealand I 
the Union of South Africa J 
more than three delegates conversant with public finance and banking, as well as 
with general economic questions. The Council requests that the names of these 
delegates may be notified to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations. 

, The Council will nominate the President of the Conference and will supply 
the necessary, personnel for the secretariat. The exact date of the meeting will be 
announced by the Secretary-General. 

The Council suggests that, in order to facilitate preparations for the Conference,, 
the Canadian 
the Commonwealth of Australia Government should forward to the Secretarythe New Zealand 
the Union of South Africa 
General as soon as possible any suggestions for dealing with present financial 
difficulties which it may desire to submit to . the Conference, together with a 
statement indicating any steps it may have taken for dealing with the situation. 

It is suggested that the general expenses in connexion, with the organization 
of the Financial Conference should be met by the League of Nations, and the 
expenses and salaries of the delegations by their respective Governments. 

In reply to this the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 24th April, asking him to 
communicate the following to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations :—The 
-Government of the Commonwealth of Australia is pleased to accept' the invitation of 
the Council of the League of Nations to be represented at an International. Conference 
at-Brussels, for the study of the financial crisis. The Right Honourable AY. A. Watt, 
Commonwealth Treasurer, now en route to England, wi l l represent Australia at the 
Conference. Steps are being taken to meet the COUUCJTS desire that in order to 
facilitate preparation for the Conference any suggestions for dealing with the present 
financial difficulties be communicated to the Secretary-General without delay. 

Arms Traffic Convention.—On 9th April the Secretary of State for the Colonies
telegraphed to the Officer Administering the Government of Canada, to the Governors-
General of Australia, New Zealand and -South Africa, and to the Governor of 
Newfoundland, saying that His Majesty's Government had been informed by the 
United States Government that, pending the ratification of the Arms Traffic Convention, 
they had no power to prevent private firms in the United States from shipping 
arms, &c, to non-signatory States. Also that, with the sole exception of Venezuela,, 
no neutral Government had given a guarantee to sign when the opportunity was 
afforded. Consequently, exporters in the United Kingdom and other principal 
signatory States were placed at a serious disadvantage as compared with traders 
in the United States. 

Li these circumstances His Majesty's Government had suggested to the 
-Governments of France, Italy, Belgium, and Japan, that for the present the Arms 
Convention should be held to apply only to small-bore arms and. ammunition, and to 
bombs, as was originally proposed. The chief obstacles to legitimate trade with 
civilized countries would be thus removed, while the most important feature of the 



Convention would be retained, namely, tbe prohibition of export to prohibited zones of 
arms, &c., likely to be used by turbulent tribes. 

Officers and Men of the Royal Navy serving in the Dominions [B.E.R., xv., p. 4] .— 
On 15th April the Officer Administering the Government of Canada informed the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies that his Government concurred in the pro
posed Bill dealing with - the legal position of officers and men of the Royal Navy 
serving in Dominion Navies. 

On 20th April the Governor-General of New Zealand reported that his Ministers 
concurred in the suggestions contained in the Secretary of State's telegram of 
1st April. They, however, wished to point out that it was understood that the 
telegram referred principally to matters of discipline and service and would not affect 
financial questions, such as pensions or compensation to officers and men lent to or 
taking passage in Dominion vessels who might be incapacitated during such service 
as the result of hurts 'or sickness. 

And on 16th April the Governor-General of the Union of South Africa telegraphed 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies saying that his Ministers had no objection 
to the provisions of the Bill regarding the relations of the Royal Navy and the Naval 
Forces of the Dominions. They pointed out that, under the provisions of the South 
Africa Defence Act, 1913, officers and other ranks of the Royal Navy employed with 
the South African division of the Royal Navy Reserve remained subject to the 'Naval 
Discipline Acts. 

CANADA. 

Trade Conference with the West Indies.—See above under " Colonies, &c." 

Treaty with Bulgaria.—The Director of Information announced, on 14th April, 
that an Order in Council had been passed requesting his Majesty the King td ratify 
the Treaty of Peace with Bulgaria on behalf of the Dominion of Canada. 

Business Conditions.-—According to a telegram sent by the Director of Information 
on 21st April, business generally continued good throughout Canada. The bank 
clearings during the second week in April were 33 per cent, in excess of those for the 
corresponding period last year. 

Canadian Jews and Palestine.-On 22nd April the Officer Administering the 
Government of Canada reported to the Secretary of State for the Colonies that repre
seutatives of the Canadian Jewish Congress, which represented the Jewish people in 
Canada, had approached the Government of Canada and expressed a desire to 
associate themselves with their co-religionists in other parts of the world in urging 
that, in the settlement of the Treaty of Peace with Turkey, His Majesty's Government 
should be made mandatory for Palestine; and had expressed their complete 
confidence that His Majesty's Government, if made mandatory, would give full effect to 
the declaration made by Mr. Balfour on 2nd November 1917 to the effect that " His 
Majesty's Government viewed with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national 
home for the Jewish people, and would use every endeavour to facilitate the achieve
ment of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing would be clone which 
might, prejudice the civil or religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country." 
The Government of Canada shared their hope that His Majesty's Government might 
be appointed mandatory for Palestine. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Proposed Meetings of Flag Officers.—On 22nd April the Governor-General 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in reply to a despatch dated 
18th February regarding an Admiralty proposal that Flag Officers should meet at 
Singapore occasionally, saying that his Ministers concurred in the suggestion that 
those of the East Indies and China Squadrons, together with the Flag Officer in 
Australia, should meet yearly or biennially. 

Proposed German Considate in Sydney.—The Secretary of State for the Colonies 
informed the Governor-General on 3rd April that a note had been received from the 
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German Charge d'Affaires stating that the German Government intended shortly to 
establish consular representatives at Sydney, Capetown and Montreal, and that it was 
proposed to reply that there was no objection in principle to the re-establishment of. 
these consulates, and to ask to whom the German Government proposed to entrust 
the appointments. 

Lord Milner asked whether the Australian Ministers saw any objection, adding 
that they would of course be consulted before any individual was accepted, and that, 
in the event of the German Government selecting officers who were not acceptable, 
they would be asked to nominate other persons for approval. 

To this Sir Ronald Munro-Ferguson replied on 3rd April that the Commonwealth 
Government considered that no good purpose would be served by German Consuls in 
Australia, as it was not proposed to buy goods from Germany, and a German Consul 
wotdd be only a German spy. His Ministers would be glad to learn the attitude of 
the Government of France in regard to this question. 

Resumption of Trade with Germany.—On 15th April the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies replied to the telegram in regard to the selling of horses to Germany 
[B.E.R., xiv., p. 9] sent by the Governor-General on 23rd March, saying that in the 
view of His Majesty's Government it was not desirable in the interest of the Allies 
to place any obstacles in the way of resumption of trade with Germany, the revival 
of which was considered essential to enable her to discharge her reparation obliga
tious, and that, in these circumstances, His Majesty:s Government saw no objection to 
the exportation in question. 

In answer to this Sir Ronald Munro-Ferguson informed the Secretary of State on 
24th April that the Commonwealth Government would?-permit exports to Germany 
after specific approval, but that importation from Germany was prohibited. 

Meat.—On 19th April the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies transmitting the following message from his Prime Minister :— 

The inability to indicate even approximately the actual date of the termination of 
the Australian meat contracts is causing the gravest anxiety and concern here, and is 
seriously prejudicing the prospects of the Australian meat industry. Producers are 
daily pressing for relief from the unfair position in which they now find themselves. 
The uncertainty as to when open market conditions are likely to be reverted to 
prevents their entering into arrangements for the disposal of their products. In this 
respect Australia is placed at a serious disadvantage as compared with the Argentine 
and New Zealand. During the'-war, Australia supplied her meat and other great 
stable products below the world's prices, and while war conditions lasted was willing 
to continue to do so, but is now entitled to at least equal treatment with the other 
Dominions and with foreign countries. I therefore strongly urge.that a definite date 
be fixed for the termination of the contracts not later than 30th June, "which is the 
date the New Zealand contract terminates. An early reply by telegraph will be 
appreciated. 

Question of Trading with certain/Territories formerly Austro-Eungarian.—On 
16th April the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed, to the Governor-
General saying that the Italian Ambassador had drawn attention to the terms of the 
Commonwealth Proclamations of 14th January last prohibiting trade between 
Australia and ex-enemy countries, and had asked for confirmation of the view that 
it was not the intention of the Commonwealth Government to prohibit trade with 
territories formerly belonging to the late Austro-Hungarian Empire which were now 
occupied by Italy or -would be definitely handed over in pursuance of Article 36 of 
the Treaty of Peace with Austria. The Secretary of State went on to say that he 
presumed from the Governor-Genei-ahs telegram of 3rd February that it was not 
the intention of the Commonwealth Government to prohibit trade between Australia 
and the territories in question and asked wdiether the Italian Ambassador should be 
so informed. 

-NEW ZEALAND. 

Question of Trading with certain Territories formerly Austro-Eungarian,—On 
16th April Lord Milner telegraphed to the Governor-General in similar terms to the 
message to the Governor-General of Australia printed above. 



SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Government.—On 15th April the Governor-General telegraphed to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies informing him that on the reassembling of the House 
on the previous day the Prime Minister had announced the arrangement made for 
carrying on the Government. Messrs. Orr and Van Heerden had tendered their 
resignations, which had been accepted. Mr. Malan, in addition to Education and 
Industries, had taken over Agriculture from Mr. Van Heerden. Mr. Burton, while 
still retaining the portfolio of Railways and Harbours, had also been appointed 
Minister of Finance ; but Mr. Watt would temporarily act as Minister of Railways and 
Harbours, while remaining Minister of the Interior and Health; Mr. Graaff, formerly 
without portfolio, had taken over Posts and Telegraphs from Mi\ Orr, and Public-
Works from Mr. Watt. Colonel Mentz continued to hold the Ministry of Defence and 
Lairds, and Mr. De Wet that of Justice. The above arrangements were provisional, in 
order, as stated by the Prime Minister,1 not to close the door to a possible rearrangement 
of the Government on broader lines. 

Attitude of the Labour Party:—Telegraphing from Capetown on 10th April, 
ReuteFs correspondent reported that Colonel Creswell, the leader of the Labour Party 
in the Union House of Assembly, had -explained to him why his party had declined 
General Smuts' invitation to join, an All-Party Government. 

Colonel Creswell said that the Labour members were entirely in accord with the 
proposal to give the country a rest from sterile and distracting controversy, but felt 
that they could not join a Cabinet in which their views would be opposed by the 
three other parties, and Labour, therefore, be outvoted and muzzled. They were 
convinced of the wisdom of the clause in the party constitution forbidding its 
members to join a Cabinet in which the party would be in a minority, and felt that 
they could best serve the country by frank opposition and criticism. 

Administrator of the Gape Province.—ReuteFs Capetown agent telegraphed on 
22nd April that Sir Frederick de Waal had been reappointed Administrator of the 
Cape Province for a further period of five years. 
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The Labour Situation.—The following paragraphs ate taken from the report of 
the Ministry of Labour for the week ending 5th May J920 :— 

(1) General Survey of the Week.—Tire most important feature of the situation 
continues to be negotiation with regard to wages.. The claims of the National Union 
of Railwaymen and the Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen for 
Wage advances were considered by the Central Wages Board on the 4th May, and as
it proved impossible to reach an agreement, it was decided to refer the application, 
to the National Wages Board. Conferences of the employers and the trade unions in 
the cotton industry have taken place and some progress has been made towards 
a settlement. 

Unrest caused by the continued increase in food prices is again on the increase, 
and it .may be expected that when the cost of living index number for May is 
published it may be used as a ground for demanding further wage increases'in 
certain industries. An important feature of the situation is the holding of a full 
conference of the executives of the constituent bodies of the Triple Alliance on the 
6th May. The subjects to be discussed at this meeting are the proposals put forward 
by the N.U.R. with reference to the extension of the Alliance and the question of 
high prices. The sub-committee of the Alliance met on the 5th instant, in preparation 
for the full meeting on the 6th. 

(2) Labour Women and Race Prejudice.—A meeting was held at the Central.Hall, 
Westminster, on the 27th April, to protest against the use of black troops in Europe. 
The meeting was held under the auspices of the Women's International League, the 
Women's Co-operative Guild, the National Federation of Women Workers, the 
Federation of Women Teachers, the Association of Women Clerks and Secretaries, 
and the Fabian Women's group. A resolution was passed calling upon the League 6f 
Nations to prohibit the importation into Europe for warlike purposes of troops 
belonging to primitive peoples, and their use anywhere except for the purpose of 
police and defence in the country of their origin. A le t ter was read from M. Longuet 
supporting the protest. 

(3) May-day Celebrations.—A very large number of May-day celebrations took 
place throughout England, and in all cases resolutions were passed. The resolution 
at Hyde Park demanded immediate effective attention to the following means of 
dealing with some of the most pressing social problems : adequate housing and 
transport, amnesty to political and military prisoners, employment of all able-bodied 
adults on work useful to the community, the endowment.of motherhood, equal pay 
for men and women, full maintenance for workers disabled in the -war and their 
dependents," full compensation for all workers injured in industry, and support for 
widows and orphans and the infirm, the abolition of the Aliens' Restriction Act, and 
the abolition of the present charitable system and the adoption of State support and 
control for the blind. Various political resolutions were also passed, and a demand 
was made for a drastic handling of high prices and full recognition of the industrial 
co-operative movement. Mi-. J. H. Thomas, Mr. C. T. Cramp, Mr. F . Hodges, 
Mr. J . Sexton and other important Labour leaders addressed meetings in the provinces. 
There was in no case any suggestion that the day should he celebrated by a strike, 
and there does not appear to have Leen any general stoppage of work except among 
miners. In a large number of cases workpeople abstained from work individually. 
In some cases it was arranged between employers and workpeople that the clay should 
be regarded as a holiday, and. co-operative societies in London appear to have given 
their employees a holiday. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 

The Indian Community.—ReuteFs Bombay agent telegraphed as follows on 
3rd M a y : -

Commenting upon a private telegram received in India from England stating 
that the situation of the Indians in East Africa is critical, and that the Colonial Office 



is anxious to arrive at a decision before the matter is brought into full publicitj', the: 
Bombay Chronicle urges an immediate and resolute expression of public opinion in 
India, including public meetings, and a deputation to proceed to London to plead 
India's cause, and so strengthen the hands of the Indiau Government,, and hearten 
their countrymen in East Africa. 

Quite recently a deputation of Indians representing the Indian community in 
British East Africa was received at the Colonial Office, and laid before the heads of 
the department a number of grievances, of which they demanded. redress. The last 
annual meeting of the Indian National Congress for British East Africa held in that 
protectorate passed some 30 resolutions asking for the removal of disabilities affecting-
Indians. Of these, the principal are the reservation of the high lands of the 
protectorate for non-Indian settlers ; the segregation of Indians for sanitary reasons 
in the towns ; and the recent admission of representatives of the European com
munity on an elective basis to the Administrative Council, a privilege which has not 
been extended to the Indian community. The whole matter of the statas of Indian 
settlers in British East Africa is now under the consideration of the Colonial 
Office. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xvi., p. 2].-—On 30th April the A'iceroy telegraphed 
[522 S.] that Mr. Dobbs had reported that after Sir Abdul Qaiyum had announced the 
suspension of discussions, Mahmud Tarsi called upon - his colleague, Ghulam 
Muhammed, to give a plain-spoken statement of the objects which had brought the 
Afghan delegates to India. This he proceeded to do to the effect that the discussions 
were valueless. The true facts were that the Afghans could still come to terms with 
the Bolsheviks, but preferred to deal with Great Britain, partly because she was an 
old friend and partly because she was a well-established Power and. was wealthy. If 
it were made worth their while, the Afghans could easily shake off the Bolsheviks and 
keep the Indian seditionists in check. The question was how much Great Britain 
was prepared to give them. They desired to have Waziristan handed over to them 
because they could control the tribesmen, who otherwise would not cease to be a 
trouble on the frontier. In addition, the Afghans were being accused of deserting the 
tribesmen who had helped them in the war. That in a few words was their object, 
.and further conversations were unnecessary. 

In reply to his telegram to the Amir, Tarsi had received a telegram from him 
-denying all knowledge of the Chaman episode, and declaring that no advance of 
Afghan troops beyond their boundary had either been ordered or taken place. Nadir 
Khan had also telegraphed denying that any advance had taken place since the 
conclusion of peace in the Peiwar or in Ghitral, but asserting that the incidents 
complained of had taken place in localities which were in Afghan possession during 
the war. Accordingly, Tarsi had written to Mr. Dobbs that no advance had taken 
place, ,that the incidents complained of were only tribal outbreaks, and that nothing 
would be - done by Afghanistan to forfeit Great Britain's friendship. Mr. Dobbs 
pointed out in his report that by contending that they were entitled to re-occupy 
positions held by them during the war, the Afghans were ignoring the clause in the 
Rawalpindi Treaty which recognized the former frontiers. In the meantime, the 
Afghans had been making a further advance in Chitral. Mr. Dobbs had returned to 
Mussoorie to insist on the withdrawal of Afghan troops, and to inform Tarsi that 
-discussions could not be resumed until this was done, at the same time showing him 
the fallacy of the arguments by which the Afghans sought to justify their action. 

Should the Afghans comply, Mr. Dobbs was to counsel the discussion of al l 
matters which were the subject of difference before breaking up the conference. If,, 
-on the other hand, Tarsi were to insist on compliance with the Afghan demands 
regarding Waziristan prior to the resumption of conversations, there would be an end 
to the proceedings, and the Afghan delegates would have to return to their own 
-country. On the supposition that this difficulty might be overcome and discussions 
resumed, the Indian Government felt strongly that, in view of the fact that their 
hands had been more or less forced by the blunt statement of Afghan demands, they 
should have it in their power to make on their side some preliminary statement as to 
what they might be ready to offer as a basis of further negotiations for a treaty of 



friendship. Without such a declaration the Indian Government anticipated the 
return of the Afghan delegates to Cabtil in an unfriendly state of mind, which even if 
it were not productive of a declaration of war, would certainly result in a continual 
state of tension on the frontier which would.be extremely troublesome and almost 
as expensive as war, which in the long run it would be difficult to avoid. The 
Indian Government ashed, therefore, that the question of the title of " H i s Majesty " 
might be reconsidered as a possible concession; and, secondly, that they might /be 
authorized to announce to the Afghan delegates that, should the present conference 
result in negotiations for a treaty of friendship, they would be prepared to resume the 
subsidy formerly granted to Habibulla in return for neighbourly conduct and regard 
for British interests. 

,0h 4th May the Secretary of State for India replied [P. 3462] to the above,, 
regretting his inability to accept the view of the Indian Government. He deprecated 
the idea of lett ing the Afghans force our hands towards, a premature offer of 
concessions. As far as Afghan requirements went, any misunderstanding had been 
cleared away by their statement, and they had proved to be entirely unacceptable.. 
The actions of the Afghans on our frontier afforded no indication of any friendly 
feelings, a display of which was essential before entering into negotiations for a treaty 
of friendship. In these circumstances the Secretary of State was unable to grant the 
contingent authority on either of the heads proposed by the Indian Government. 
While not underrating the possible consequences of the return of the Afghan delegates 
in an unfriendly, frame of mind, the Secretary of State did not believe either that the 
offer of concessions, which might be considered inadequate, would necessarily avert 
those consequences, or that the offer of fresh concessions would lead to a satisfactory 
result, so long as Jthe Afghans maintained their present attitude. The Secretary of 
State was not prepared to go further than to authorize a hint that a subsidy would 
result onpy from the establishment of a genuine friendship and satisfactory conduct 
on the part of the Amir, and might be followed by the title of " His Majesty." 

The Viceroy transmitted [534 S.J a telegram from Mr. Dobbs, dated 1st May, 
which wras received here on 4th May. Mr. Dobbs relates a discussion which he had 
held with Tarsi and his colleague in which the same arguments were put forward on 
either side as were described in the Yiceroy's telegram of 30th April. Mr. Dobbs 
declined to accede to the proposal, that he should give a strong hint that we would go 
some way to meet Afghan wishes regarding the frontier tribes, with a view to a 
withdrawal being ordered by the Amir. He undertook, however; to give careful 
attention to the delegates' arguments, if the conference were resumed.. Tarsi 
engaged to write to the Amir on. the return of Abdul Hacli, so Mr. Dobbs concludes 
that several days may elapse before it will be known whether conversations will be 
resumed or not. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Report [B.E.R.. xvi., p. 41.—1. The report,of Madras on the 
National week received since last week's telegram shows that but little enthusiasm was 
exhibited in Madras and practically none elsewhere in the presidency. The meetings, 
where held, were sparsely attended and only at one place was there Hartal and that 
was abortive. In Madras there were meetings on the 6th, 9th, and 13th, poorly attended 
and the speeches moderate in tone. Probably the lack of active interest during this 
period was due to Shaukat Ali and other Mohamedan leaders being expected in 
Madras on the 17th. The speech delivered by Shaukat Ali oil the Caliphate question 
and non-co-operation, on the 17th, was misleading and disloyal—but it is impossible at 
present to estimate its effect exactly as moderates were present at the meeting and the 
speech was delivered in the Urdu language, not understood probably by the majority 
of the audience. At present there is no reason to anticipate serious trouble in Madras 
on the announcement of the Turkish peace te rms: The Mohamedans form a small 
minority and few are willing to commit themselves to violent action, and the Hindus 
Wpuld not support extreme action. There are but few Indian troops in the presidency 
and nothing has been heard of attempts to disseminate seditious literature among 
them. Agitators continue their attempts to undermine the loyalty of the police, using 
economic rather than political arguments. 

2. The report from the North-West Frontier shows that before 19th March the 
Caliphate agitation might have been dangerous, but. the Hartal of the 19th passed off 
quietly and, after it, the popular excitement cooled. The rural population, practi
cally untouched by political propaganda, was anxious about the fate of Turkey, but 
was prepared to accept a reasonable measure of punishment. But even the rural 

http://would.be


population is liable to sudden gusts of excitement, and any ebullition in the Punjab 
or the chief towns of the North-West Frontier might react suddenly and seriously on 
it. Among the urban population there had been general excitement, but definite 
demonstrations at Peshawar only. Three meetings were held, but the audiences were 
small and also the, enthusiam. Along with the Caliphate, reforms such as the repeal 
of the Frontier Tribes Regulation were taken up. The organizers were men of little 
importance. At a meeting on the 13th a n undesirable Afghan, Haji Gholam 
Naqshband, suggested the emancipation of Mohamedans in our power by means 
of employing the help of the Amir of Afghanistan, and the meeting voted in support 
of this. He has been arrested and interned in the gaol at Abbotabad. His arrest was 
accepted quietly. The boycott has made no headway, and serious trouble is only 
expected on the announcement of the Turkish peace terms if there is trouble in the 
Punjab. No action beyond that already indicated is required, as the real leaders are 
reasonable. There is no evidence of the dissemination of seditious literature among 
the troops. Attempts to tamper with the police are being made, but unostentatiously. 
We have addressed the Local Governments in the sense of our last weekly telegram, 
namely, asking them if they think action is necessary, to give us and the other 
provinces affected previous intimation. We have also informed them that we strongly 
support any action that can possibly be taken to prosecute persons proved to be 
attempting to disseminate seditious literature among the troops and the police, or to 
otherwise shake their loyalty. 

4. The situation in Delhi is deteriorating and causing anxiety to the authorities. 
We have authorized the Chief Commissioner to proclaim the area under the Seditious 
Meetings Act, and have suggested to him the desirability of prosecuting the violent 
speakers at the meetings of the 18th and 19th., as also the assailant of the Imam's 
brother. The Chief Commissioner has also taken Rs. 2,000 security from the new 
paper Eurriyat, which outstepped the bounds of decency and published' the A mips 
speech on the anniversary of his fatheFs death. 

5. There is a growing cleavage of opinion among the promoters of the Caliphate 
agitation. Hindus are definitely not prepared to go to extreme l eng ths - even the 
Mohamedans are beginning to suspect Gandhi's motives in, identifying himself with 
the agitation and to feel that the protest is being overdone. Prominent Mohamedans 
of Dacca, at a meeting of the new Mohamedan Association, pointed out that the Hindus 
would at once replace Mohamedans who gave up the service and that the progressive 
boycott device had been invented by vakils whose pockets would not be affected. 
The extremists are, however, as active as ever—outstanding recent speeches being 
those at Delhi, that of Shaukat Ali at Madras already quoted, and of Lajpat Raj at 
Allahabad, and the danger from such speeches is considerable. The latter urged a 
change in the psychology of Indians and the abandonment of the belief in the 
necessity of foreign rule to bring about their amelioration. 

Interest in the Caliphate was incumbent on Indians, not only out of respect for 
the feelings of Mohameclans, but because the independence of Asia is threatened if 
Turkey is dismembered. The situation is complicated by the presence of the Afghan 
delegation at Mussoorie which professes much interest in Turkey and sympathizes 
with the Caliphate movement. This has induced a number of extremists to address 
communications to and visit the delegates. The speech of Tarsi in the mosque at 
Dehra has been upheld in many papers and a copy of the AmiPs speech on the 
anniversary of his father's death has been sent to the delegation and reproduced in 
the papers ; the effect of the presence of the delegates is seriously to encourage unrest 
amongst the extremists. 

6. Sporadic cases of labour unrest continue, but prices show a tendency to fall. 
Small strikes are reported from Madras. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Imperial Conference.—The following is a summary of a telegraphic corre
spondence which has taken place between the Secretary of State for the Colonies and 
the Dominions, on the subject of holding an Imperial Conference in the year 1920. 
The question was raised on 4th March by General Smuts, who considered that the 
subject of the new status of the Dominions and a definite settlement of the 
constitutional relations in the Empire were matters for consideration at an early date. 

16-2 B 



On 27th March the Secretary of State replied that he had consulted the Prime 
Minister, and both felt considerable doubt whether the special Constitutional 
Conference contemplated in Resolution IX. of the Imperial Conference of 1917, could be. 
held with any advantage before the next year, i.e,, 1921. At the same time, it was 
felt that there were many matters of Imperial -consequence which made it very 
desirable that the Prime Ministers of the Empire should meet in the course of the 
present year, in accordance with the conclusions arrived at in 1917, as to the 
desirability of an annual meeting of the Imperial Conference and Cabinet. -The 
Secretary of State then informed the Government of South Africa of a suggestion 
received from the Canadian Government that it might be convenient to hold a meeting 
of the Imperial Conference at Ottawa in October next. The Prime Minister had. 
signified his -willing assent to the suggestion, if circumstances made it practical and. 
convenient for the Prime Ministers of the Dominions' as well as for himself to be 
present. The Prime Minister desired to know the views of the Governments of the 

 Empire, and had cabled a similar communication to New Zealand and Australia. s

The following gives the substance of the replies received :— 

New Zealand. 
On 31st March a message from the Prime Minister of New Zealand stated that 

while he saw no objection to the next Imperial Cabinet or Conference being held in 
Ottawa, there were reasons for his own inability to attend, and he was of opinion 
that the proposed Conference should be postponed until the following year if 
possible. 

South Africa. 
The Prime Minister of South Africa in his answer dated 3rd April said that he 

did not see what purpose would be served by holding the annual meeting of the 
Prime Ministers away from London, and foresaw difficulties if it were held at Ottawa. 
He pointed out that a meeting in London afforded opportunity to the Dominions 
representatives to transact much business. He named the end of September as a 
suitable time for himself to come to London. 

Australia. 
In his message dated 14th April the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth 

expressed bis surprise at the suggestion that the meeting of Prime Ministers should 
be held at Ottawa this year, in the face of the clear understanding that it was to be 
held in London next year. Existing arrangements would preclude his absence from 
Australia, and Mr. Hughes hoped it would be possible to arrange for the Imperial 
Cabinet to meet next year in London. 

In view of these replies the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to 
Canada on 2Sth April that the replies received showed that other Prime Ministers 
saw insuperable difficulties in holding any meeting this year, and that the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth of Australia was most anxious that the meeting 
of the Imperial Cabinet should take place in London next year. 

On the other hand, there appeared to be general agreement as' to the desirability 
of holding the special Constitutional Conference, under Resolution IX. of the Imperial 
War Conference, 1917, next year. 

In the circumstances it seemed clear (1) that no meeting of the Imperial Cabinet 
could be held this year ; (2) that the meeting of the Imperial Cabinet, and also the 
special Constitutional Conference, should take place next year if possible. 

While the places of both meetings must remain undecided for the present, His 
Majesty's Government hoped that the Government of Canada would keep open the 
invitation to Ottawa. 

On the same date, 28th April, the Secretary of State sent the following telegram 
to the Governors-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, New Zealand, and 
Soutli Africa: — 

The following for your Prime Minister, with reference to my telegram of 27th 
March. From replies received it is clear that the difficulties in the way of holding a 
plenary session of the Imperial Cabinet this year are insuperable, and I have informed 
the Canadian Government accordingly. 

As regards arrangements for next year; anil in particular as to the date and place 
of meeting of the special Constitutional Conference contemplated under Resolution IX. 
of the Imperial War Conference, 1917,1 wdll communicate with you later on. 



Proposed British Empire Exhibition.--- On 5th May the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies sent the following telegram to the Officer Administering the Government of 
Canada, the Governors General of Australia, "New Zealand, and South Africa, and the 
Governor of Newfoundland 

His Majesty's Government propose to ask Parliament for authority to guarantee 
the promoters of the British Empire Exhibition proposed to be held in London, 
against loss to the extent of 100,0001., on condition that guarantees from other sources 
are obtained of not less than 500,000Z. The general committee, of which His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales has accepted the presidency, at the invitation of His 
Majesty's Government, desire to obtain guarantees of at least 1,000,0002. His 
Majesty the King has graciously given his patronage to the exhibition, and 
His Majesty's Government have appointed an official representative to the executive 
committeewlrich is being formed. An appeal will be circulated for subscriptions to 
the guarantee fund, and, at the request of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
the Lord Mayor of London will hold a public meeting in support of the project 
towards the end of this month. The High Commissioners for the Dominions and 
the Agents-General for the Australian States have been invited to attend. I t is 
unlikely that it will be possible to organize the exhibition on the scale contemplated 
before 1923. It is hoped that steps will be taken to ensure an adequate partici
pation in the exhibition of all parts of the Empire. Information as to the scope 
of the exhibition, buildings available, and the general regulations will be furnished 
as soon as the arrangements are further advanced. 

. CANADA. 

Greenland.—On 3rd May the Secretary of State for the Colonies informed the 
Officer Administering the Government that it was thought by the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs that it would be desirable to inform beforehand the French, 
Italian and United States Governments of the condition we intended to attach to the 
British recognition of Danish sovereignty over Greenland. The Italian Ambassador 
had, in fact, enquired as to the attitude of His Majesty^s Government in regard to 
the Danish request. Having thus warned these Governments, the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs proposed to inform the Danish Minister that the geographical 
position of Greenland made the question of its territorial ownership a matter of great 
importance to the British Empire as a whole, and to Canada in particular; but that 
His Majesty's Government would have no objection to recognizing Danish sovereignty 
over the whole of Greenland provided that in the event of Denmark wishing to dispose 
of the territory she was prepared to grant the right of pre-emption to the British 
Empire. Lord Milner added that he should be glad to have as soon as possible the 
views of the Canadian Ministers on this proposal. 

In reply to this, the Officer Administering the Government telegraphed to the 
Secretary of State on 6th May, saying that the course of action proposed by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs met with the concurrence of the Canadian 
Government. 

Representation at Washington [B.E.R., xiii., pi 6],—On 5th May the Officer 
Administering the Government reported that his Government had been informed by 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Washington that he had been verbally notified by the 
United States Secretary of State that the United States Government could see nothing 
but approval of the proposal for the representation of Canadian interests at 
AVashington. 

International Financial Conference [B.E.R., xvi... p. 7].—On 26th April the 
Officer Administering the Government telegraphed to *the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies as follows :—My Ministers are glad to have information concerning the 
International Financial Conference, but they point out that so far the Government of 
Canada has received no direct invitation from the Secretary-General of the League 
-of Nations. In respect of other matters the Secretary-General has adopted the 
practice of addressing communications direct to the Prime Minister of Canada, and 
my Ministers consider it desirable that this-method should be followed. Incases 
where telegraphic communication is necessary they think it more appropriate and 
convenient to use the machinery of the High Commissioner^ -office and they are 
instructing the High Commissioner to this effect. 
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To this Lord Milner replied on 30th April saying that the formal invitation from 
the League Secretariat was addressed direct to the Canadian Government and had 
been sent by bag on 21st April as usual, under cover addressed to. the Canadian 
Prime Minister. The information was sent by telegram for the convenience of the 
Canadian Ciovermnent at the request of the League Secretariat. He added that the 
wishes of the Dominion Government had been noted as regards future procedure. 

Peace Treaty Reservations.—On 30th April the Officer Administering the Govern
ment of Canada telegraphed as follows :  -

The Canadian Government note with satisfaction that His Majesty's Government 
are prepared to make clear to the United States Government that they cannot accept, 
the reservations and the resolving clause if and when adopted by the Senate. The 
Canadian Government did not contemplate any public declaration by His Majesty's 
Government, bu t rather that His Majesty's Ambassador at Washington should, make 
the position of the Canadian Government clear in the proper quarter there. In view 
of the course of events neither a public declaration nor any further representation at 
Washington is at present necessary. However, if at a later date the matter should 
again come before the United States Senate, my Ministers feel that it would be 
desirable that their position should be formally made known to the United States 
Government in advance of final action by the Senate, in order to avoid any possible 
misunderstanding. Should the Canadian representative at Washington be appointed 
before further action becomes necessary, the matter could be taken up by him. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Enemy Debts ami Mandated Territories [B.E.R., xv., p. 6].—On 6th May the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies informed the Governor-General that further 
representations' had been received from the Government of Germany, of which what 
follows was the substance :—-

The demand that the clearing office system should apply as between Germany 
and mandated territories finds no support in the terms of the Treaty of Peace. The 
territories to which the system refers are enumerated individually in Article 296E, under 
which it extends not only to the motherlands of the Allied and Associated Powers, 
but also to their colonies and protectorates as well as to the British Dominions and 
India. Mandated territories are not mentioned ; therefore the Article does not apply 
to them. This interpretation is confirmed by the fact that in Article 121 the terms 
of sections 1 and 4 of part 10 are stated to apply to German Colonies, but not the 
regulations in section  3 ; - whereas in other cases, e.g., Morocco (Article 144) and 
Egypt (Article 153), section 3 is explicitly stated to apply. Accordingly the 
Government of Germany cannot recognize the applicability of the system to 
mandated territories. 

Lord Milner added that in view of these representations it did not seem 
possible to proceed with, the scheme without obtaining a ruling from the Mixed 
Arbitral Tribunal, and in the circumstances he hoped that the Commonwealth 
Ministers would withdraw their objections to this course, in which the Government 
of New Zealand had already concurred. 

Question of Trading with certain Territories formerly Austro-Hungarian 
[B.E.R., xvi., p. 1 0 ] . - T h e Governor-General informed the Secretary of-State on 28th 
April that the Italian Ambassador might be informed that the Government of 
the Commonwealth would permit resumption of trade with those parts of the late 
monarchy of Austria-Hungary which had been ceded to Italy by Article 36 of the-. 
Treaty of Peace of .10th September last. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Meat.—On 5th May the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, saying that he should be glad to receive an early reply to his telegram 
of 10th March in regard to the frozen meat trade [B.E.R;, xiii., p . 8]. Producers 
were seriously concerned with regard to the outlook for frozen meat and wool, and in 
order that his Ministers might be in a proper position to place the whole facts before 
them, it was essential that the information desired with regard to the Imperial 
Government requisition of insulated shipping should be available at the earliest 
possible date. 



SOUTH AFRICA, 

Political Situation.—The Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of State 
-on 27th April, reporting that an acute political crisis had suddenly arisen. The 
Profiteering Bill was before the House, and the Labour Party had moved that the order 
for its second reading should be discharged and the subject matter be referred to a 
select Committee with an instruction to make provision practically for nationalizing 
-and municipalizing the production and distribution of the necessaries of life. The 
Nationalists had moved an amendment to this which accepted the words down to 
" select Committee " but proposed to omit the remainder of the amendment. A 
division would be taken on the first part. 

The day before General Smuts had stated in a speech that he would stand or fall 
by die motion for the second reading. Mr. Creswell, who followed, declared that the 
Labour Party must persist in their amendment. Unless they thought better of the 
position and abstained, Labour must vote with the Nationalists on the first part of the 
amendment. The result of the division was very uncertain. 

Telegraphing again on 30th April, Lord Buxton said that at the last moment the 
Labour Party had asked leave to withdraw their amendment. This was objected to 
by the Nationalists and on the division for the second reading the Labour members as 
-a body abstained from voting. The majority for the second reading was 83 against 
40, the fatter being all Nationalists. The Government would, therefore, have had a 
majority anyhow. The position of the Government had been greatly strengthened. 

Proposed re-establishment of German Consulates.—On 30th April the Governor-
General reported that his Ministers had no objection to the re-establishment of 
German consulates in South Africa provided they were consulted before any 
individual was accepted for appointment. 

The ^Budget-On 3rd May Lord Buxton informed the Secretary of State as 
follows in regard to the new budget which was introduced on 30th Apri l :—The 
revised estimates for 1919-20 anticipate a surplus of 2,271,000Z., which will be 
applied to the redemption of debt. The estimates for 1920-21, after allowing for the 
expenditure this year of 3,500,OOOL odd, leave a surplus of 88,O00Z. Taxation is 
remitted to the amount of 525,0001. The additional revenue from the increase in 
postal tariffs, &c , is estimated at 4.00,000L This leaves a final estimated deficit of 
37,000Z. The following are the chief alterations :—(u) On inland and Empire letters 
-and letter cards the postage is increased from one penny a half ounce to three-halfpence 
an ounce; on postcards a minimum charge of one penny; whilst telegrams are 
increased from Is. to Is . 3d.-for twelve words, (b) The income tax allowance for 
children to be increased from SOI. to 50Z., and applied to incomes up to 1,000Z. instead 
of OOOZ. ,(c) Suspension of the duty on grain and flour with a loss of 100,00OZ. 
(d) Remission of the 5 per cent, war duty in Customs duties on wearing apparel, 
cotton and woollen goods' in piece, cotton and woollen blankets, and hosiery. 
(e) Termination of the excess profits duty. (/) The war levy on gold mines expires 
-during the year. 

International Financial Conference,—The Governor-General telegraphed to the 
-Secretary of State on the 8th May saying that his Ministers regretted that they were 
unable to accept the invitation of the Council of the League of Nations to send 
delegates to the International Financial Conference. A reply to the questionnaire 
would be furnished to the Secretary-General as soon as possible. 

Votes for Women.—ReuteFs Capetown agent reported on 3rd May that the 
Union House of Assembly had that day adopted by 64 votes to 39 a motion in favour 

-of the extension of the parliamentary franchise to women. 

Problem of Loio-Grade Mines.—The following message was sent from 
Johannesburg on 4th May by ReuteFs agent:—An important meeting has been held 
here of representatives from the Mine Workers' Union and the Chamber of Mines, for 
the purpose of discussing a rearrangement of underground work, as mentioned in the 
report of the Low-Grade Mines Commission. The position of the low-grade mines, 
was put before the men's leaders, and it is believed their co-operation was invited 
towards the solution of the problem for the cutting down of staffs in mines that have 



to be closed down, so that any change may affect the fewest possible men. I t is 
announced that the Princess Estate and Gold Mining Company is closing clown as the" 
ore is worked out. One hundred and eighty employees will be gradually dispensed, 
with, but efforts are being made to absorb them elsewhere. 

Wheat Shortage.—ReuteFs. Capetown agent reported on 4th May that in the 
Union House of Assembly Sir Thomas Smartt had raised the question of the serious 
wheat shortage which had been accompanied by a recent jump in prices: In reply, 
Mr. Burton, Minister of Finance, deprecated panic. The Government, he said, was. 
endeavouring to induce the Australian Government to remove the embargo on the 
export of wheat. Notwithstanding the fastidiousnessof South Africans in demanding 
the finest wheaten bread, it might be necessary to revert to the war time measure of 
enforcing the use of wholemeal flour or an admixture of wheat and other grains, 
especially maize, of which the supply was ample. 
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The following paragraphs are taken from the Report of the Ministry of Labour 
for the week ending 19th May 1920 :— 

High Prices.—Some discontent and unrest continue in consequence of the 
continued increase in the cost of living. Much attention has been paid to the retail 
prices index number, which at the 1st May showed an increase of 141 per cent, over 
pre-war standard. The Labour Party Executive and the Parliamentary Committee of 
the T.U.C. will both take the question of high prices into consideration at their 
meetings on Wednesday and Thursday, the 19th and 20th instant. The- City of 
London branch of the I.L.P. is calling a. special emergency conference, delegates of 
trade councils, trade union branches, labour parties, socialist parties, co-operative 
committees, ex-Service men's organizations, &c; to consider the Socialist remedy for 
high prices. 

International Association for Labour Legislation (British Section).—The position 
of this body, in view of the inception of the International Labour Office, clearly 
required reconsideration, and a meeting for the purpose was held on Monday, the 
17th instant, of the British Section of this Association. I t was determined to re
organize the British Section and to send delegates to a meeting of the International 
Association which is to be held at Basle on the 7th July with instructions to support 
the reorganization of the International Association and the sale of the library at Basle 
to the International Labour Office. The amalgamation of the International Associa
tion on Labour Legislation with the International Association on Unemployment was 
also approved in principle. It was agreed that while the establishment of the 
International Labour Office under the Treaties of Peace has rendered the old work of 
the Association no longer necessary, there is still much work for the Association to 
do, for example, promoting the ratification of Conventions adopted by International 
Labour Conferences, by means of parliamentary and other methods, and the watching 
of the progress of legislation connected with those Conventions. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

New Ministry.-On 19th May Lord Allenby reported [No. 490] that Yusuf 
Wahba Pasha had that clay tendered his resignation of the office of Prime Minister 
on the ground of ill-health, and that his resignation had been accepted. Two clays 
later he further reported [No. 499] that all the members of the Wahba Ministry, with 
the exception of Yehya Ibrahim, had accepted office ; and on the 22nd May he gave 
[No. 500] a list of the new Ministers :— 

Tewfik Nessim Pasha, Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior. 
Ahmed Ziwar Pasha, Minister of Communications. 
Ahmed Zulfikar Pasha, Minister of Justice. 
Mohammed Shafik Pasha, Minister of Public Works, War, and Marine. 
Hussein Darwisk Pasha, Minister of Wakfs. 
Tewfik Rifaat Pasha, Minister of Education. 
Mahmud Fakhry Pasha, Minister of Finance. 
Yusuf Suleiman Bey, Minister of Agriculture. 

SUDAN. 

The Aliab Dinka Rising [B.E.R., vii., p. 2 ] . - O n 18th May Lord Allenby 
transmitted [No. 483] the following telegram received from Khartoum, dated 14th 
May : - -

I have much pleasure in reporting that the force under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Darwall, Royal Marines, detailed to carry out punitive measures, 
brought its operations to a successful conclusion on 4th May, by the complete surprise 
of the enemy's main force, who offered no resistance. The principal chief implicated 



surrendered unconditionally on. 6th May. The force has been iivthe field for just 
two months, during which period the country has been thoroughly patrolled and large 
-captures of stock made ; with the exception of a few skirmishes and night attacks, 
no serious opposition has been encountered. I will forward your Excellency in due 
course a despatch giving details of the whole operations. 

PALESTINE. 

General Conditions.—Telegraphing on 21st May [No. 502] Lord Allenby said 
that he had paid a three days' visit to Palestine, had been warmly welcomed, and had 
found the country quiet.
good. 

 The harvest, he said, was in progress, and the crops were 

ADEN. 

. ^ The Quhra Sheikhs [B.E.R., v., p. 4,-and vii., p. 2 ] . - T h e Resident, telegraphing 
[No. 326 A.P.] on 19th May, reported that the Quhra Sheikhs were rapidly forgetting 
the agreement made with them by Colonel Jacob, and appeared to regard it as no longer 
binding. Any assurances that Colonel Meek had given them of protection against the 
Idrisi and the Imam had been discounted by the Quhra having voluntarily submitted 
to j the Idrisi. The Resident recommended that the question should not be further 
raised. 

W E S T E R N PACIFIC. 

Chinese and Polynesian Labour.—-On 14th May the High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific informed the Secretary of State that the following telegram, dated 
7th April, had been received from Mr. Rowse at Nauru :—The Chinese coolies 
understand that on their arrival the Chinese labourers will be permitted to enter into 
an agreement with the Company for two or three years. If there is no objection, I 
propose to act accordingly ; the agreement to be drawn up subject to the approval of 
the future administration. Do you approve ? 

Sir Cecil Rodwell went on to say that he considered that the agreements should 
be for two years, with the right of renewing for one year, He asked whether the 
Secretary, of State agreed to this, and also whether there was any objection to.the 
recruitment of labourers in the Caroline and the Marshall Islands, an agreement to be 
drawn up as in the case of the Chinese. 

SOOTHERN RHODESIA. 

Petition for Responsible Government.— On 12th May the High Commissioner 
for South Africa telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, saying 
that the Resident Commissioner of Southern Rhodesia had reported on 10th May 
that Sir Charles Coghlan would that day move the following resolutions in the 
Legislative Counc i l : - (1 ) That this absolute majority of the wdiole number of 
members of the Legislative Council of Southern Rhodesia humbly prays the King's * 
Most Excellent Majesty in Council to establish forthwith in Southern Rhodesia 
the form of Government known as responsible government, which this territory 
urgently requires for the proper development of its resources and the freedom 
and prosperity of its people. 

(2) The said, absolute majority of the Legislative Council tenders the following 
evidence in support of the above resolution:—(1) As to the financial fitness, 
(a) the information contained in the administrative records and accounts of expenditure 
and of the revenues raised by taxation from the people of this territory during the 
past 12 years, and (6) the declared policy of the British South Africa Company 
that the people of this territory shall for the future be required to provide the 
cost of the public services. The above, it is humbly submitted, establish that the 
territory is fully self-supporting, and must for the future depend upon its own 
financial resources.. (2) As to fitness in other respects, that the record of the people 
of Southern Rhodesia establishes that they are capable of fulfilling in the interests of 
all the inhabitants thereof, irrespective of race, the duties of self-government, and are 
as able to bear the responsibilities thereof as other peoples of t h e l u n p i r e to whom 
the right of self-government has been granted in the past. That should the references 
to the facts above stated be considered insufficient proof to justify His Majesty in 
Council acting in accordance with the prayer in this resolution contained, the people 
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of this territory are prepared to and hereby offer to adduce any further evidence 
required in such manner and method as t he .K ing in Council may be graciously 
pleased to direct. 

Telegraphing again on 18th May, Lord Buxton said that the Resident 
Commissioner of Southern Rhodesia had further reported that after four days' 
debate, in which all the members had participated, Sir Charles Coghlan's motion 
was adopted on 17th May by 12 votes to 5. The Postmaster-General had voted 
with the majority ; Fletcher with the minority; the Treasurer was absent unwell, 
as also, according to a Press telegram, was Leggate; the nominated members were
left free to vote as they pleased. 

ReuteFs agent, telegraphing from Salisbury on 17th May, said that the minority 
had only opposed the motion on the ground that it was premature, and that the 
desired regime would have no potential sources of revenue. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xvii., p. S j . - D u r i n g the suspension of official 
discussions, informal conversations have been held and communications have been 
exchanged which, although not recognized as being official, have resulted in a more 
satisfactory position. ' . .  . 

The Viceroy transmitted [587 S.] on 10th May a telegram from Mr. Dobbs 
reporting the outcome of a conversation between himself and Tarsi with Ghulam 
Muhammecl, Abdul Qayum also being present. In reiterating more fully the Afghan 
objects, Tarsi said that they were, firstly : their desire to form an offensive' and 
defensive alliance with us against the Bolsheviks, and to relieve certain cities of 
Turkestan from Russian influence, provided we met them by frontier concessions, 
especially by the cession of Waziristan ; secondly, they were desirous of our help in 
the development of their country, especially as regarded mines, in the development 
of which they were willing to grant us a monopoly ; thirdly, they hoped for financial 
support from us to further their internal development. Mr. Dobbs, in reply, 
maintained the practical certainty that no frontier concessions would be made, which 
appeared to have a disconcerting effect on the Afghan delegates, who professed 
themselves unable to face either their own tribes or ours without some form of 
purdah on this point after what have happened in the war. Eventually Tarsi 
undertook to write privately giving the three Afghan desiderata; and pressed 
Mr. Dobbs to return to Cabul in order to deal direct with the Amir. 

On 14th May the Viceroy transmitted [610 S.] a further telegram from 
Mr. Dobbs, recounting another informal meeting at which Abdul I iadi attempted to 
explain and justify the frontier incidents, and asked for an undertaking on our part 
to abstain from operations in Waziristan during the Conference, which, he said, the 
Amir had meant to be a condition of. the preliminary meeting. Mr. Dobbs refused 

. to give any such assurance, but while Tarsi did not seem disposed to insist on the 
Waziristan formula, Abdul Hadi made it apparent that he had distinct orders from 
Cabul on the point. 

The Viceroy transmitted [617 S.] a telegram from Mr. Dobbs on 15th May giving 
the contents of a letter from Tarsi, in which he stated the ability of the' Afghans, to 
retire from Tandisar and to keep in check Abdul Rahman Khan,.the brother of the 
Mehtar of Chitral. The letter went on to say, " but according to your own statement 
no aggression or interference should take xDlace on the part cf opposite party until 
our discussions end in a settlement. You have no doubt up to this time obtained 
hint or permission from His Excellency the Viceroy in this matter." 

Mr. Dobbs submitted for approval the following reply:—
" I am much gratified that Afghan Government at your instance has recognized and 

accepted the friendly wishes of the Government of India in the matter of the frontier 
incidents which had temporarily interrupted our conversations. My Government 
will arrange that during our conversations at Mussoorie our forces shall not occupy 
Tandisar, so that there shall be no action on our side which might give rise to local 
misunderstandings. I need not assure you that if the Tandisar and Chitral incidents 
are satisfactorily adjusted, the British authorities will, as always, do their best to prevent 
any appearance of aggression or hostility on their side and I trust we may then. be 
able to resume our discussions with good hope of mutual profit." 



This proposed reply was approved by: the. Government of India, who drew 
attention, however, to the fact that in the correspondence no mention had been'made 
of AVaziristan. The approval of the reply was therefore' qualified by the condition 
that Tarsi should be left in no doubt that the ' understanding given " to prevent any 
appearance of aggression or hostility " referred solely to Afghan territory and not to 
AVaziristan. 

A later telegram from Mr. Dobbs, transmitted [621 S.] by the Viceroy on 18th May, 
recorded the receipt by him of two letters fromTarsi. The first assumed that frontier 
incidents were satisfactorily settled, and intimated that a reply should now be sent to 
the request that operations in Waziristan should be suspended. The second 
commented on the Turkish settlement as the outcome, of religious bigotry directed 
against Islam, and asked for an explanation of our policy. Mr. Dobbs replied to the 
first letter that until all Afghan forces were withdrawn to the Afghan side, frontier 
incidents could not be held to be satisfactorily adjusted, he was unable therefore to 
give an official reply to Tarsi 's questions. Mr. Dobbs did not propose to send any 
reply to the second letter other than a Persian translation of the official announcement 
regarding the Turkish terms. Mi'. Dobbs had reason to believe that the Amir was 
insisting that Tarsi should get from him a written reply concerning the suspension of 
operations in AVaziristan. 

The Viceroy telegraphed [657 S.] on, 25th May the news that the Afghans had 
evacuated both Tandisar and Lambabat, but no information had been received that 
official conversations had been resumed. Mr. Dobbs' belief as to the Amir's instruc
tions regarding a written reply had been confirmed by information from a perfectly 
reliable source. Equally good information was to the effect that Nasrulla, who had 
beeu reported as murdered in Cabul- [F.O.R., xvii., p. 2], had died on 19th May, 
having been " attended by his own doctor " during a month's illness. 

The Viceroy^ Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on 7th and 14th 
May respectively:— 

. I. (7th May) . -Las t week's reports indicated that in Northern India the Caliphate 
agitation showed some signs of subsiding, though liable to respond to any fresh 
stimulus. This has been supplied by the speech of the Amir of Afghanistan in which 
he is reported to have expressed sympathy with the Indian Mohamedans, and to have 
offered to admit into his territory any -who wished to emigrate on account of their 
religion; by the publication of a fatwa emanating from Afghanistan discouraging 
the sacrifice of cattle ; and by the announcement of the head of the Afghan Mission 
.at Mussoorie that the chief object of that Mission is to secure just and honourable 
terms for Turkey. A^arious members of the extremist party have attributed their 
greater or less success to getting into touch with the deputation. In consequence, 
there has been excitement to a considerable degree in the North-AVest Frontier 
Province and the Punjab, though the publication yesterday of an authentic version 
of the latter speech shows the first reports of it to have been exaggerated. In the 
former province we thotight it necessary, on receipt of a report of a disquieting 
character, to give the Chief Commissioner power to increase the police force at his 
discretion in view of the possible effect of the agitation on the young Moslem sepoys, 
and of the rural classes becoming adversely affected towards u s ; he has also been 
furnished with extra rifles to arm the police. In the Punjab, the agitation is said not 
to be spreading rapidly among the rural c l a s ses -bu t Caliphate agitators are making 
great efforts to win them over, arid in some, places they are becoming disaffected. 
Mission schools are being boycotted; and a number of boys in such schools in 
Rawalpindi, Amritsar, Julhmclur, and Ludhiana have been removed and sent to 
national educational institutions. Two Mohamedan holders of Kursi Nashim certifi
cates have returned them owing to their feeling on the Caliphate question. The 
depth of Mohamedan feeling in general in the Punjab is not in doubt, but deputations, 
in spite of strongly worded resolutions, promise not to overstep bounds. The 
proposed fate of Syria, Smyrna and Thrace is inexplicable to Moslems. 

2. A reassuring report has been received on the situation in Sind. The violence 
-of the previous agitation has to some extent defeated itself, the mass of the people 
being-loyally disposed and disinclined for direct action, and only likely to be roused 
by appeals to protect their religion when it is represented as endangered. The 
extremists, as elsewhere, are, however, most active, coming more into the open, and 
adopting a bolder front. The powers taken to proclaim Sind under the Seditious 
Meetings Act have not been exercised, as it is thought that such action might force 
the hands of those who are now inclined to hold back the extreme forms of propa
ganda. Action has therefore beeu confined to warning individuals or papers 
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overstepping limits, and a more liberal resort to the District Police Act to control 
Caliphate meetings. Sind will probably not act on its own initiative, but take its
colour from Bombay, Luck now and Delhi. 

3. More moderate councils prevail in Bombay, where the Central Caliphate Com
mittee is considerably exercised over the resolutions passed by the Delhi Caliphate 
Workers' Conference, and is proposing a further conference in Bombay on account of 
the practical difficulties in the way of non-co-operation. Luckuow is the centre of an 
influential clique headed by Abdul Bari, whose fanaticism has led him to address the 
Afghan Mission at Mussoorie with a view to Hijrat and to invoke their aid in regard 
to the Turkish peace terms and the dismemberment of the Turkish Empire, including 
Thrace; but in Lucknow a contrary influence is also at w o r k - t h e Shiahs have definitely 
dissociated themselves from the Caliphate agitation and the Raja of Mahmudabad 
stands aloof. The United Provinces report shows generally that the Caliphate cpiestion 
has not been outwardly so prominent and that the Hindus are continuing to withdraw 
co-operation. Subterranean propaganda is, however, carried on by minor agitators, 
efforts being made by district workers to familiarize the masses with' the ideas of a 
Jehad and Hijrat. But neither idea is likely to take root. 

4. The Caliphate Workers' Conference at Delhi was attended only by delegates of 
little importance and was marked at once by the absence of reputable extremists and 
the violence of language advocating a Jehad or Hijrat. A Hi j rat office has now been 
opened in the city, and it is stated that some 50 names from Delhi have been enrolled. 
The Iman of the Junrma Masjid Mosque has been subjected to persecution by the 
extremists ; after a meeting lasting three hours and as a result of the pressure brought 
to bear on him by the extremist Maulvis of Delhi and the United Provinces to resign 
his societies, it is now reported that he has complied with the demand and will also 
resign the Iman ship. Be was a man of weight and moderation, but it is too early yet 
to say how far the resignation'of titles begun by Hakim Ajmal Khan will spread in 
Delhi. The application of the Seditious Meetings Act, described in the extremist 
Press as a recrudescence of repression, may have a sobering effect, and is said to have 
pleased the Delhi moderates. 

5. Shaukat Ali continues his campaign of violence, having addressed meetings 
recently at Patna, Gaya, and Monghyr. The meetings were characterized by (a) language 
that, by reason of its violence and disloyalty, would justify criminal prosecution in 
that he said that Indian Mohamedans should, in the event of the invasion of India 
by Afghanistan, assist the invaders ; (It) the absence from the meetings of the promi
nent leaders of opinion. J  n view of the want of real support from local people no
action is proposed against him on this occasion, but the legal aspect of the case is 
being examined with a view to specifying the exact offence committed by such violent 
speakers, and the expediency of warning the promoters of similar meetings in future 
that prompt action will be taken on the recurrence of such speech is being 
considered. 

The Bihar Government believe the agitation will die out unless external events 
inflame it. Bengal reports that Mohamedan feeling is quiet, but that the agitation 
continues. The Nawab of Dacca has issued a statement strongly dissociating 
himself from the violent speeches and demonstrations regarding the Caliph. 

6. The situation generally is on the whole reassuring. Although our police 
reports are alarming we think-that they are over-coloured; but at the same time the 
extremist section is becoming more violent than ever, and it is quite impossible to say 
with any certainty what the result of the publication.of the peace terms will be if 
Mohamedan feeling, particularly in northern India, is excited over it. And there is 
always the danger that outbreaks occurring in a few focal areas may precipitate 
disorder elsewhere. 

7. Gandhi has issued a further manifesto that the San Remo decision is clis
quieting to Mohamedans and calls for the greatest self-restraint. Non-co-operation is 
urged as the only method, the slightest violence being strongly deprecated. He has 
been elected president of the -Home Rule League, and has stated that he will carry 
the members with him in activities such as the Swadhesi Hindu-Moslem Unity with 
special reference to the Caliphate question, and the establishment of Hindustani as a 
lingua franca. Hitherto he has been alone among the Hindu leaders in countenancing 
the more violent extravagances of the Caliphate agitation, and is said to have felt 
his position of isolation. The new movement may render the situation more difficult, 
especially if he attempts to impress on the Home Rule League the policy of non-co
operation with its four steps. But-his election is obscure and does not appear to have 
been with the consent of the -provincial councils. The National Home Rule League 



also will find co-operation with, the Home Rule League impossible. Instead of 
increasing non-co-operation among the extremist leaders there is ample evidence that 
Gandhi's refusal to proceed homeward with a second Caliphate deputation has given 
rise to some misgiving among Mohamedans, especially Abdul Kalam Azad, as to the 
disinterestedness of his motives. Khaparde and Tilak do not see eye to eye with 
Gandhi, and Lajpat Rai attacks Tilak. B. P. Pal has written an article in the 
Allahabad Independent, on the necessity of the extremist party pursuing a policy-oE 
non-co-operation in the Reforms Councils with a view to forcing Parliament to bring in 
a new Reform Bill, on the ground that this is what those who voted for the Amritsar 
resolutions really meant. This will conflict with Gandhi's offer of co-operation in 
regard to reforms made at Amritsar. 

8. An important strike has occurred on the North-Western Railway ; some 5,000 
men employed in the railway carriage and wagon workshops in Moghulpura and 
Lahore went on strike at mid-day on 24th April, the ostensible cause being the 
dismissal of (? seven) fitters of the gas and vacuum shops for refusing to obey orders. 
The leaders of the North-Western Railway Union were surprised by the strike, but 
decided to proceed with it, with the probable intention of securing the recognition of 
the Union and testing its strength. On the 27th the railway power-house employes 
struck work, and those of the loco-workshops on the 29th. The latest development is 
that the traffic staff have also joined in the strike and the working of trains is very 
restricted. Demonstrations are orderly, but the political leaders Lajpat Rai and Zafar 
Ali have been interesting themselves in the strike, which is now being run by Miller. 
On the 30th there was a strike in the press of the Lahore Civil and Military Gazette, 
inspired by the railway strikers on account of an article pttblished in the issue of 
29th entitled " Playing with fire " and commenting on the railway employees. 

9. There is a good deal of interest at present displayed in the Press on the 
publication of the Hunter Report, and some intelligent anticipations of the findings. 
The publication of the Report will undoubtedly result in some agitation in the Press 
and on the platform. 

II. (14th May).—The Caliphate agitation has been less in evidence so far as 
outward manifestations g o ; meetings have decreased in number and the opinion is 
expressed that the agitation has been weakened by its own violence and is now 
largely sustained by the stimulus of the extremist Press. We -fear, however, 
this is only a lull due in part to the knowledge that people cannot be indefinitely 
kept at a high pitch of excitement, and we expect a revival of the agitation in a 
more virulent form after the publication of the peace terms with Turkey because 
(1) the extremists are no less violent; (2) the doctrine of Hijrat and the hopes 
centring in Afghanistan suggest the possibility of a refuge therefor the disaffected, 
who allege they are prepared to carry their professions into practice; (3) there is 
ample evidence of fanaticism among the illiterate, though it is by no means 
widespread. 

2. As to (1) we will refer only to two recent Caliphate conferences, one at 
Jacobabad in Sind, and the other at ShahjehanpUr, in the United Provinces. At the 
former, tho resolution moved : — 

In view of the increasing hostility and the total disregard shown by British 
statesmen towards the Caliphate and Moslem demands, this conference is strongly of 
opinion that there is no way left to Moslems except to inaugurate non-co-operation 
as enjoined by the fcihariat. The mover said the talk of non-co-operation was a 
mockery without deeds and announced the resignation of his membership of the 
local board and the municipal council, his privileges as a 2nd class Sardar, and the 
profit of barrister-ship, and expressed his readiness to refuse to pay all taxes should, 
the Ulema so desire. Many Zamindars have expressed a determination to act in like 
manner and a number of Mullahs renounced the grants in aid of their schools. One 
Zamindar gave u p a epiarter of his land, valued at 25,000, for Caliphate work. The 
Shahjehanpur conference was attended by some 5,000 persons, including some 
military men, and was marked by characteristically lengthy sittings aud violence 
of speech by Hazrat Mohani, who deprecated the conditional policy hitherto followed 
and urged Moslems to begin at once what they have to do. He condemned the 
Allies' terms regarding Smyrna and Thrace ami pointed out that the doctrines of 
Bolshevism and of Islam in their two great principles of liberty and equality are 
identical. The compact alleged to exist between the Russian Soviet Government 
and the Young Turk Party, if true, will strengthen the hands of the extremists. 



. 3. As to (2) this attitude has been encouraged by the presence of tbe Afghan 
delegates at Mussoorie, whose early conduct, already reported, was provocative of hope 
to fanatical Moslems, who regard Afghanistan as a Moslem Power still able to treat 
on equal terms with Great Britain. Sane intellectual Indians know the futility 
of this and realize very clearly the grave clanger to themselves of any foolish 
coquetting with the Afghans, whom, in reality, they cordially detest ; but an 
extremist, Azad Subhani, declared that one of their kings was thrice Caliph of 
Afghanistan and that they are bound to listen to any command of the Amir of 
Afghanistan. From the point of view of internal politics the continued presence 
of the delegates in India is undesirable. One of them indeed has had t o : b e sent 
back to Afghanistan on account of his behaviour towards an European girl as it 
is possible her relatives would have prosecuted him. 

4. As to (3) we have consistently referred in our weekly telegrams to subterranean 
propaganda. Two instances of the extravagances of illiterate Mussulmans will 
indicate the potential clangers of this, though at present we do not believe this 
policy is widespread,: (a) at Jaunpur (United Provinces) an extremist who had 
attended the Caliphate Workers' Conference in Delhi told the people of Jaunpur, 
bigoted but simple Mohamedans, that the conference was.attended by six or seven 
hundred Mohameclans of the Punjab, who came armed with the sword, declaring 
that they were prepared to sacrifice their lives for Islam, and that if a leading Moslem 
declared a Jehad they would follow him ; (b) an (corrupt group) Maulvi was found at 
Iiowrah preaching to some illiterate persons, that the Bolshevists, Afghans, Persia, and 
Turkey would invade India if the Caliphate question were not settled to the 
satisfaction of Indian opinion. 

5. The mainl ines of the Caliphate movement remain unchanged; there are at 
present no indications of any organized outbreaks, but there is - a possibility of 
individual (corrupt group) of (? local) fanaticism and of local disorder which, if it once 
breaks out, may spread rapidly. It is, as reported before, impossible to say with any 
certainty what the effect of the publication of the terms will be ; we do not, however, 
at present propose any change of policy, and are averse from action under any but the 
ordinary law if it can be avoided. The Provinces- for the mos-t part concur in this 
view, but Madras urges the externment of Shaukat Ali, and Punjab now asks for 
the application of the Seditious Meetings Act, and proposes action under the Defence 
of India Rules owing to the situation being complicated by the railway strike at Lahore, 
the organization of which has been captured by the extremist politicians. We have 
directed Madras to refrain from further action on the linos proposed until we see how 
the situation is affected by the publication of the peace terms and His Excellency's 
message to the Indian Moslems; We have sanctioned the notification of the proclama
tion of the Lahore and Amritsar districts under the Act with reluctance, instructing 
the Lieutenant-Governor to defer action under it, if possible, until we see how the 
Turkish terms are received, as we prefer to associate such action with the Caliphate 
agitation rather than with the strike, and asking him only to use the powers when 
inevitable. As to.action under the Defence of India Pules, we have asked for a 
reference to us before any restrictions are imposed on individuals, as we are aware you 
are very averse from action of this kind, and we fear such action might precipitate 
trouble. Delhi is reported to be quiet. 

6. The strike at Lahore spread to other departments of the line, the pointsmen, 
the interlocking signal staff, the clearers, the carriage washers, the sweepers and the 
coolies having joined MilleFs " Army of Martyrs " in their perambulations through 
the city. The train service is reduced, and Miller made attempts on the posts and 
telegraph employees and the domestic servants of Europeans. The situation, however, 
which was getting worse clay by day, and of which there were no signs of immediate 
settlement up to the evening of 9th May, seems to be improving. The Fforth-Western 
Railway authorities have now issued a notice to their employees on strike which 
contains announcements to the following elfect:— 

In the first place arrangements are being made for the immediate payment to 
strikers of money due for work clone in March or Apr i l ; secondly, the orders 
dismissing seven men who originated the strike are cancelled, and the men will be 
reappointed if ready to undertake the duties imposed on them ; further, the stipulation 
that the men should return to.work unconditionally is withdrawn,and all strikers who 
will at once return to work will be reappointed on the pay which they were drawing 
at the time of the strike, subject to the effect of the rules regarding break of service : 
they will be subjected to no fine or penalty whatever for having been on strike. 
Lastly, any representation regarding pay and conditions of service which may be put 



forward after the men return to work will be carefully considered. The railway 
authorities hope that their announcement will remove all justifications for the men 
remaining longer on strike. 

But we cannot say that the situation is hopeful at present. The strikers are 
well disciplined and carry out the instructions of Miller implicitly. I t is interesting 
to note that in the strike of employees of the Civil and Military Gazette in sympathy 
with the railway strike other presses of Lahore came to the help of the Civil and 
Military Gazette. We have just received a report that 25,000 strikers are now out at 
Ahmadabad, and the military have been asked to remain in readiness. 

7. It is reported that Lajpat Rai will shortly begin the issue of a daily Urdu 
paper to be called Bande Mataram. It will run as a joint stock company, and a 
limited liability corporation has been registered, with a capital of one lakh, Harkishen 
Lai having taken Rs. 5,000 worth of shares. Fifty per cent, of the capital has been 
subscribed already. Eventually an. English daily will also be started. The tone of 
these papers will be extremist. 

8. There continues to be speculation about the Hunter Report, and a belief that 
the delay in publication is due to a difference between the Government of India and 
His Majesty's Government. DyeFs interview with the Daily Mail has excited con
siderable comment of varying character. Surprise is also expressed at the poor 
reception accorded in the English Press to the Congress Report, The scheme for 
purchasing Jallianwala Bagh for the nation is likely to fail, as two and a half lakhs 
are still required and payment had to be made on 7th May. 

9. The fracas between the police and some Hurs in Sind, which we briefly 
reported in our weekly telegram dated 7th May, has been fully investigated. I t 
transpires that the shots were fired to save one of the Hurs from his fellows. 

10. The approaching visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has beeu 
acclaimed all over the country, and. arrangements are in progress to accord him a 
loyal and enthusiastic reception. The extremists have hitherto kept quiet, but they 
are well aware that any jarring note would be bad tactics, and would increase their 
unpopularity. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

sCANADA.

Representation of Canadian Interests at Washington.—On 10th May the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies telegraphed to the Governors-General of South Africa, 
Atrstralia, and New Zealand, saying that the following statement.would be made in 
Parliament and in Canada that day :— 

As a result of recent discussions an arrangement has been concluded between 
the British and the Canadian Governments to provide more complete representation 
at Washington of Canadian interests than has hitherto existed. Accordingly, it has 
been agreed that His Majesty, on the advice of his Canadian Ministers, shall appoint 
a Minister Plenipotentiary, who will have charge of-Canadian affairs and will at all 
times be the ordinary channel of communication with the United States Government 
in matters of purely Canadian concern, acting upon instructions from, and reporting 
direct to, the Canadian Government. In the absence of the Ambassador the Canadian 
Minister wall take charge of the whole Embassy and of the representation of Imperial 
as well as of Canadian interests. He will be accredited by His Majesty to the 
President with the necessary powers for the purpose. 

This new arrangement will not denote any departure, either on the part of. the 
British Government or of the Canadian Government, from the principle of the 
diplomatic unity of the British Empire. 

The need for this important step has been fully realized by both Governments 
for some time. For a good many years there has been direct communication between 
Washington and Ottawa; but the constantly increasing importance of Canadian 
interests in the United States had made it apparent that Canada should be represented 
there in some distinctive manner, for this would doubtless tend to expedite 
negotiations and naturally first-hand acquaintance with Canadian conditions would 
promote good understanding. ' In view of the peculiarly close relations that have 
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always existed between the people of. Canada and those of the United States, it is 
confidently expected as well that this new step will have the very desirable result of 
maintaining and strengthening friendly relations and co-operation between the British 
Empire and the United States. 

International Financial Conference.—The Dominion representatives at the 
International Financial Conference to be held at Brussels on 28th May will be Sir 
George Perley, High Commissioner in London, Mr. J. B. Gundy, of Toronto, and 
Mr. G. C. Cassells, London manager of the Bank of Montreal. 

International Labour Conference.—Sir George Perley, Mr. G. J . Desbarats, 
Mr. Thomas Robb, and Mr. 6 . J . Gauthier will represent the Dominion at the 
International Labour Conference at Genoa. 

Agricultural Wealth of Canada.—According to a telegram sent on 19th May by 
the Director of Information, Dr. Tolmie, Federal Minister of Agriculture, estimates the 
total agricultural wealth of Canada to be $7,000,380,000,000, the value of 
agricultural production last year being $1,000,975,000,000. The Dominion Govern
ment will spent $1,200,000 on experimental and demonstration farms this year. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Sugar.—The following telegram from the Governor-General was sent to the 
Secretary of State, on 21st May : - I  t is estimated that from 100,000 to 130,000 tons of 
foreign sugar will have to be purchased for consumption in Australia during the 
months April to July 1921, and the Government would therefore be grateful if the 
British authorities would consider the feasibility of arranging for the purchase of an 
extra 100,000 tons of sugar for Australia when making their own large purchases. 
My Ministers hope that, by buying through His Majest3^'s Government, competition 
will be avoided, and so the price will be much less than if Australia went on the 
open market. 

F E W ZEALAND. 

Meat [B.E.R., xiv., p. 9, and xvii., p. 8].—Gn 20th May the Governor-General 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State as follows :—-

The Prime Minister feels considerable anxiety regarding the prospects of the 
New Zealand frozen meat trade, and has asked me to make further urgent representa
tions to you on the matter as no reply has yet been received to my telegrams of 22nd 
March, 9th April, and 5th May. Since the despatch of the first-mentioned telegram it 
has become increasingly evident that a great financial difficulty must arise when the 
new season opens, unless fully adequate arrangements are made for relief. Owing to 
the serious delays in the arrival of the refrigerated steamers, the New Zealand stores 
are now filled to their utmost capacity, in consequence of which a large quantity of 
stock, which under ordinary conditions would have been slaughtered before 30th June, 
would have to be dealt with after that date. I t will thus be seen that an extension 
of the Imperial purchase to December at least is a matter of vital necessity to this
country. Emphasis is also laid on the fact that, even under the best shipping
arrangements that could bo hoped for, heavy stocks of meat owned by the Imperial 
Government must necessarily remain in store, in the Dominion and in the United 
Kingdom, when the new season opens, and in due course be marketed in conjunction, 
with such free meat as can be shipped. This, combined with the delay which must 
arise in shipping the new season's free meat, will depreciate ,market values for live
stock, in the Dominion, and for frozen meat, to such an extent as to create serious 
financial difficulties for producers. It is evident that only the provision of the 
greatest amount of refrigerated tonnage available and an extension of Government 
purchases can enable the position to be met. A representative meeting of producers
is to be held on 27th May, and a reply before that date is greatly desired. It is
earnestly hoped that you will do all you can to impress His Majesty's Government 
with the seriousness of the position with which the Dominion is faced and of the 
necessity of affording the relief indicated. 

Relief for Austria and Poland [B.E.R., xv., p. 4 ] . - O n 11th May the Governor-
General informed the Secretary of State that the Government of New Zealand regretted 
that it did not see its way at present to participate in the scheme. 



SOUTH AFRICA. 

Locomotives ordered from Germany.—On 17th May the Governor-General sent 
the following telegram to the Secretary of State:—My Ministers state that d uring 
1913 the Railways and Harbours Administration ordered through the High Commis
sioner for South Africa 10 locomotives from the firm J . A. Maffei of Munich, of which 
two only were delivered before the outbreak of war. They are now advised that the 
remaining eight engines have been completed and are now lying at Munich. In view 
of the fact that the Railways and Harbours Administration did not receive any engines 
during the war, my Ministers enquire whether His Majesty's Government could 
arrange for negotiations to be entered into with a view to ascertaining whether this 
stock could be secured, and if so, on.what terms delivery to the Railways and Harbours 
Administration could be made. As 40 large engines have recently been found 
defective and removed from traffic, the matter is one of great urgency, and my 
Ministers would be grateful if it couid receive early attention. 

Finance.—On 18th May the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of 
State as follows :— 

My Ministers enquire whether, in the event of the Union adopting the system of 
fully-backed but temporarily inconvertible gold certificates with the condition that 
part of the gold backing might be held outside the Union, it will be practicable for 
the Union Treasury to obtain from the Bank of England at par and hold in London 
gold coin representing such proportion of the reserve as it might be decided to hold 
in the United Kingdom, or alternatively for the Hank of England to retain but ear
mark such gold coin to the order of the Union Treasury. I t is understood that such 
coin will have to remain in London until the embargo on gold coin from the United 
Kingdom is lifted. As the Bank of England note and the Imperial currency note are 
legally convertible, the Government of the Union of South Africa think such an 
arrangement feasible, and if so it would go a long way towards solving a difficulty of 
considerable magnitude. 

The Union Constitution.—On 19th May, ReuteFs Capetown agent further reported 
that in the Union House of Assembly that clay there had been an expression of 
general dissatisfaction with the method laid down by the South Africa Act for the 
election of the Senate replacing the present body, whose term had been declared by 
statute to expire on 31st October next. Replying to criticisms, General Smuts 
proposed to convene, during the recess, a conference of all parties, similar to the 
SpeakeFs Conference of Great Britain, for the purpose of drafting a new constitution 
for the Senate. 

The Asiatic Question.—ReuteFs agent reported from Capetown on 19th May that 
Sir Abe Bailey had that clay presented a monster petition to the Union House of 
Assembly praying Parliament to take steps to deal with the Asiatic menace ; 80,000 
signatures were appended to the petition. 

" Profiteering.—The same agent also reported that on 19th May the Union House 
of Assembly had passed the second reading of the Bill for preventing speculation 
in foodstuffs, the third Government measure dealing with the cost of living. 
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The following paragraphs are taken from the Report of the Ministry of Labour for 
the week ending 2nd June 1920 : — 

The General Labour Situation.—Attention may be drawn to two features in the 
situation at the end of the week. The strike of steam service men employed in the 
Sheffield trade, members of the National Union of Enginemen, &c, is a good illustra
tion of the difficulties caused by different unions catering for the same classes of 
workers; and the movement throughout the country for increased wages for the 
employees of co-operative societies. 

With regard to the more general situation—more particularly the wdiole problem 
of the cost of living, and the attitude of the trade union movement to Ireland and 
Poland—very little development has taken place since last week, but the resumption 
of the parliamentary session which may mean discussions on the Unemployment 
Insurance Bill and the Hours of Employment Bill, the Rent Restrictions Bill and other 
Bills affecting Labour, together, with the near approach of the annual conference of 
the Labour Party, promise important developments in the near future. 

Labour and Russia.—The hesitation of the N.U.R; Executive in dealing with the 
conveyance of military stores to Ireland may be contrasted with the instruction which 
has been issued by authority of the same body to members of the N.U.R. to refuse to 
handle any material intended to assist Poland against the Russian people. The 
questions of Irish and Russian self-determination are closely connected with each 
other in the mind of British Trade Unionism, and this difference in action towards 
the two matters on the part of the N.U.R. Executive must not be taken to represent 
any fundamental difference of policy on the two-questions. This difference in action 
results from the obvious facts that the amounts of munitions of war proceeding to 
Poland from this country are strictly limited, and refusals to deal with them will not 
lead to any serious practical consequences op foreign t r ade : while similar conduct 
with regard to Ireland would not only lead to an interruption in goods traffic with 
Ireland, but would bring about a direct conflict between the trade union movement 
and the Government. Apart from this decision of the N.U.R. Executive, the action 
taken with regard to Polish munitions has been limited in extent and entirely unofficial 
in character. This unofficial action, howrever, has met with enthtrsiastic approval at 
the conferences of trade unions recently held, and from these resolutions it may be 
judged that the whole of the transport workers will support action taken by any of 
their members in this matter. 

The Cost of Living.—There is nothing further to report with regard to the setting
up of a special committee of inquiry, representative of the Trades Union Congress, 
the Labour Party and the co-operative movement to consider the cause of high prices, 
and to discuss ways and means of bringing down the cost of living. I t may be noted 
that "the Independent Labour Party is to hold a special national conference to 
formulate proposals on this question on 12th June. Resolutions adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners may be 
taken as giving some guide as to the policy which will be propounded on behalf of 
Labour. The resolutions call for a levy on wealth, the abandonment of all militarist 
and imperialistic schemes, and the drastic reduction of expenditure on armaments, 
the acquisition for the community of labour, railways, coal mines and shipping, and 
the immediate revision of the peace treaty. Such proposals as these, together with 
the scheme adopted by the. miuers last December for a continuance of subsidies on 
articles of necessity and a reduction of taxation upon articles of food, may therefore 
well be taken as the basis of the specific proposals to be put forward. 

International Labour Conference.—The International Labour Conference is to 
hold its second session at Genoa on the 15th June. The agenda of this Conference 
was given in this Report, 19th May, p . 234. The Conference will have before it the 
result of investigations already made by the International l a b o u r Office and a 
programme drawn up at Antwerp last year at the International Seamen's Conference. 
Delegates are actually expected at the Conference from the following 23 countries : - -
Great Britain, Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark, 



Finland, France, Germany, Greece. Holland, India, Italy, Japan, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Serbia, Siain, Spain, Sweden and Venezuela, The delegation of Great 
Britain,.including technical advisers and staff, will number about 22. The British 
official delegates will be:—Sir Montague Barlow, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Labour, and Mr. Hipwood, Assistant Secretary, Marine Department of the 
Board of Trade. The British employers' delegate will be Sir Alfred Booth, of 
the Cunarcl Steamship Company, and Mr. Havelock AVilson, M. P., Merchant Seamen's 
League, will represent British seamen. It is repor-ted that the questionnaire sent out 
by the International Labour Office has been answered by 1-4 States ; an important 
statement from New Zealand has been received on the operation of the 8-hour day 
for seamen which may serve as .a guide for some of the difficulties. Before the 
Conference an unofficial meeting of international seamen's unions will be held in the 
same place, and there is a possibility that the American representative, Mr. E. T. H. 
Feruseth, will attend the Conference. Although America cannot attend this Conference 
officially, on account of the non-ratification of the Peace Treaty, the Conference has 
complete power to arrange for the representation of American labour or maritime 
employers if the Americans wish it. 

International Federation of Trade Unions.—The Bureau of the International 
Federation of Trade Unions meeting in London on the 11th ultimo, decided to take 
steps towards putting into effect the resolution to boycott Hungary passed in March 
last. The official statement announces that information has been received showing 
that the present Hungarian Government has been vindictively persecuting Com
munists and conniving at the unofficial murder of men who did not belong to the 
dominant race or who were suspected of holding opposing political views. The 
signatories to the communication are Messrs. W. A. Appleton, President; L. Jouhaux 
and C. Mertens, Vice-Presidents ; and J . Oudegeest and E. Fimmen, Secretaries. A 
circular letter has now been issued to all national centres to c a l l t h e international 
boycott. It is expected that a definite date for the beginning of the boycott will be 
fixed next week. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

The Prime Ministers Conditions.—On 27th May, Lord Allenby reported [No. 516] 
that Nessim Pasha, on taking office, had asked for an assurance that no question 
touching the political status of Egypt should be decided before the settlement of that 
status. He said that the Prime Minister at the time of their conversation had the 
question of the judicature law and the capitulations in his mind; but the actual 
effect of the assurance was that until the political status of the country had been 
decided he should not ask the Ministry to deal with labour legislation, the Air, 
Liquor, and Arms Traffic Conventions, or questions of nationality in addition to the 
two matters mentioned above. 

EAST AFRICA. 

British and Belgians.—ReuteFs agency is informed that M. d.e la Bascompierre 
of the Belgian. Foreign Office, and M. Louwers of the Belgian Colonial Department, 
are in London conducting negotiations with Lord Milner in regard to the ex-German 
territory in East Africa, now known as the Tanganyika territory. It has been arranged 
that the former German provinces of Ruanda and Urundi shall come under the 
Belgian mandate. But there are certain transit problems in connexion with the ex-
German territory still to be settled ; among them the arrangements for transport 
along that section of the former German railway between Tabora and the coast at 
Dar-es-Salaam, now in British territory. 



INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xviii., p. 4 ] . - T h e Viceroy telegraphed [693] on 
5th June that he had received a message from Mr. Dobbs saying that Tarsi had 
written to him agreeing without further demur to resume conversations on 7th June. 

Telegraphing o n 6th June [697 S.], the Viceroy gave a brief summary of the 
correspondence which had passed between Mr. Dobbs and Tarsi on the subject of the 
Afghan request for cessation of operations in Waziristan during conversations. 
Mr. Dobbs wrote - to Tarsi on 23rd May saying that he was ready to resume 
conversations as the Afghan forces had been withdrawn from Tandisar and Lambabat. 
Tarsi replied the following day by a request for a definite promise that Waziristan 
operations should cease. Mr. Dobbs answered that he could not believe that the 
inability of the British Government to accede to this request would force the 
delegation to, abandon conversations, and pointed out that British troops had not i n 
fact recently taken part i n operations in Waziristan. In any case, however, he could 
not bind the British Government not to undertake further operations,.should they be 
found necessary. He wras prepared to reply to enquiries about the British frontier 
policy generally and Waziristan i n particular. On 31st May Tarsi sent a long letter 
in reply, which concluded as follows: — 

" I infer that on the part of Wazir tribe nothing in the nature of collective 
attacks and. general fighting occurred (? and that) your Government will i n future 
also suspend military operations during our discussions. In conclusion, you have 
said that you null be glad to answer in the course of our discussions enquiries which 
I may wish to make regarding British frontier policy. I, too, will certainly be very 
glad and thankful to hear just intentions of your Government regarding the various 
Afghan frontier tribesmen who have always been cause of trouble to British Govern
ment and of disturbing their friendly relations with Afghan Government. As matter 
has been satisfactorily settled, members of my delegation are Av i th great pleasure 
ready to come for official discussions on any day and at any time which may be fixed 
by you." 

Mr. Dobbs replied to this on 2nd June expressing his satisfaction at the decision 
to which Tarsi had come, and added :—" You will, of course, understand that I have 
not given, and cannot give, any: undertaking regarding operations i n Waziristan." 

The Viceroy'8 Weekly Beports,^-The following reports- were sent .on 20th and 
28th May respectively :— 

I. (20th May).—1. We telegraphed yesterday His Excellency's message to the 
Moslems of India and a summary of our explanatory statement on the terms. It is 
still too early to say what line the Caliphate agitators wall take; but no information 
.of any disturbances has been received up to now. A Bombay telegram, repeated 
to you yesterday, shows that they have matured their plans and have formed a 
sub-committee to work out details. Chotaui, who has hitherto belonged to the more 
moderate faction, has now joined the extremists, having apparently been persuaded to 
that, course by Mushir Husain Qidwai, who has been making attempts to put more 
vitality into the Central Caliphate Committee, as may be inferred from the following 
summary of a letter from him to Chotani:— 

(i) He threatens secession from the Central Caliphate Committee i f there should 
be any watering clown of the policy of non-co-operation, and complains of 
hesitation and timidity on the part of that body. 

(ii) He emphasizes the necessity of calling a conference of the chief leaders at 
places like Delhi and Lucknow with a view to securing eleventh-hour 
concessions. 

(iii) The strongest possible efforts must be made to prove to the Government 
that Indian Mohamedans mean business, The time is not ripe for putting 
into practice the decision to withhold co-operation, but fiery resolutions 
are needed to keep the pot boiling, and preparations for the threatened 
action must be accelerated. No violence must take place at this stage. 

(iv) If possible, the Aga Khan m u s t be prevailed upon to lead a deputation to 
England. 

(v) For the next 10 or 15 days i t is essential that the leaders (Chotani, Abdul 
Bari, Shaukat Ali, Abul Kalam, flasrat Mohani and Qidwai) should 
meet and remain i n personal conclave as close as possible to the Aga Khan. 



2. The Bombay Government in view of this are now considering their general 
line of action, but will of course consult the Government of India before any definite 
policy is adopted. The Central Committee is by no means unanimous : Mr. Badruddin 
Abdullah Koojal is understood to have resigned the joint secretaryship. Interviewed 
by the Advocate of India he said that when he joined the Caliphate Committee he 
understood that its programme would be carried out on strictly constitutional lines, 
but the Committee had passed resolutions calling on Moslem employees in civil and 
military circles to resign their posts as protests ; the Committee would be responsible 
for bringing sorrow and misery into the homes of happy Mohamedan families : those 
who made suggestions of this nature were idiots. 

3. There has been suppressed excitement during the last fortnight, which has 
been marked by fewer meetings ; though even on the 14th very violent speeches were 
delivered at a conference at Agra, when it was resolved to try and raise funds to 
enable Mohamedans in the Government service to resign their posts as a protest. 
The extremist leaders seem to desire to pause awhile before embarking on a more 
violent agitation on the announcement of the peace terms. An- interesting indication 
of this comes from Delhi, where Shaukat Ali made a flying visit and roundly abused 
the extremist agitators for premature activities which had afforded the Government 
an opening for a counter-stroke in the shape of a proclamation of Delhi under the 
Seditious Meetings Act by which, as late reports from Delhi show, the more restrained 
elements of the public have been frankly gratified. The Turkish question continues 
to be keenly discussed, and the writings in not a few Mohamedan newspapers are 
conceived in a most objectionable vein. The Zamindar published a communicated 
article, the writer of which contended that Mohamedans owed loyalty only to rulers 
professing Islam. It also published a poem urging them to unsheath their swords 
for a Jehad. The migration question is claiming increasing attention, and the 
Government is being asked'to place no,obstacle in the way of intending emigrants. 
The enforcement in Delhi of the Seditious Meetings Act in connexion with the 
Caliphate agitation has been criticized by several papers, both Hindu and Mohamedan. 

i. Mahmud Tarsi's Mussoorie speech has been applauded in the Moslem Press, some 
of which have also reprinted pro-Turkish articles from the Afghan papers, Aman-i-
Afghanistah and Iltih.ad-i-Mashriki. Interception of correspondence between a 
Mohamedan lance-daik in Mesopotamia and the president of the Central Caliphate 
Committee indicates that the former has been in communication with the latter to 
obtain Caliphate literature to help the collection of funds among the Mohamedan 
troops in Mesopotamia. Another intercepted letter from a military employe in 
Baghdad suggests that he is engaged in propaganda among the troops with the 
connivance of Shaukat Ali. 

5. An informal gathering of Sardars Matahis (PMaulvis) and leading citizens 
of Quetta was summoned by the agent of the Governor-General of Baluchistan, who 
explained the present situation and referred to the claims alleged, to have been made 
that the Amir of Afghanistan should be regarded as the Caliph. ' The speech made a 
very good impression; and the Khan of Khelat and many other Sardars and 
representatives of tribes and. communities in Baluchistan assured the agent of their 
continued loyalty and offered their services and the services of their tribes and 
communities whenever required by the Government. The Chief OommissioneF-of the 
North-West Frontier Province addressed a similar audience at Kohat and explained 
the situation vis-a-vis Afghanistan ; similar expressions of continued loyalty were 
manifested. 

6. At present we are waiting to see the effect of the announcement of the Turkish 
peace terms on Moslems and the measure of their response to His Excellency's 
message. For the moment we can only observe our present attitude of vigilance and 
preparedness at any moment to deal with the leader of the movement, should serious 
trouble arise. Gandhi's manifesto on the peace terms we have already telegraphed 
to you. So far, we have had but little indication of their reception either by the 
people or in the Press, but the Bombay Chronicle says that a more ruthless scheme 
for the effacement of the Ottoman Empire could not have been devised. Turkey has 
been made into a thing of shreds and patches, and all chances of a revived Moslem 
civilization under the Sultan-Caliph seem to have been destroyed. No words of 
barren comfort will reconcile Moslems to a treaty which reduces the Caliph to 
impotent Princeship and deprives him of the wardenship of the Holy Places and 
Jazi-rat-ul-Arab. Moslems cannot accept the decision as final. While counselling 
patience, the paper characterizes the memorandum of the Government of India on the 
treaty as puff. The Amrita Bazar Gwjka says that Turkey has no. strength left and 
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therefore has nothing to hope for. But it expects a great result from the fall of 
Turkey : out of her ashes will rise a greater, a stronger Asia, able to check her people 
and her liberty against external aggression, and Turkey will not only then be a pillar 
of the Islamic faith, but the seed of Asiatic greatness. We expect to see indications 
of the plans of the sub-committee referred to above, and of the reception of the peace 
terms and the effect of" His Excellency's message very shortly, and will keep you 
informed of the developments of the situation. 

7. The strike at Lahore continues. Employees of the railway have not yet 
returned to work and have been joined by certain sections of the traffic branch. ' A 
great reduction of the train services has resulted, and consequent inconvenience to 
the general public, whose attitude, however, is said to be favourable to the strikers. 
The behaviour of the strikers throughout has been good ; though one instance of 
attempted assault on one of the men still working has been reported. The strikers 
rely largely on Miller, who has them well under control and is said to be against 
importing politics into the strike. At the same time Lajpat Rai has keenly interested 
himself and has been taking an active part in the negotiations. The Lieutenant-
Governor^ intervention has been suggested by Satyapal and another municipal 
commissioner of Amritsar. The strike is receiving the direct attention of the Punjab 
Government, The Chamber of Commerce has visited Lahore to confer with the agent 
and the strike representatives, but so far work has not been resumed. 

I I . (28th M a y ) . - 1 . The announcement of the Turkish peace terms has so far 
been quietly received. There have, of course, been violent articles in the extremist 
Press, but the United Provinces paper, Independent, in its issue of 39th May, had an 
appreciative article on the Viceroy's message, and, though it regarded the break up 
of the Turkish Empire as a calamity, it supported his appeal to Moslems to bear 
their present trials with patience. Messages from the extremists indicate their 
intention to try and translate their policy into action. The following telegram, 
addressed by Abdul Bari and Mushir Husaiu Kidwai to the Mohamedans of India, is 
a brief index of their attitude : - T h e Turkish peace terms are outrageous. The 
situation is desperate. Mussulmans should be patient until the Ulemas and the Central 
Caliphate Committee decide on action. 

Shaukat Ali, in a similar message, has begged the Moslems to brace themselves 
for a life-long struggle, to eschew hasty or violent action,, and to organize a non
co-operation movement, working strenuously with Gandhi and the Hindu leaders. 
Some resignations have also taken place as a protest; for example, the Honourable 
Mr. Bhugri has resigned his seat as a member of the Bombay Legislative Council, 
and Mr. Yakub Husain has written "to Lord Willingclon a violent letter resigning his 
membership of the Madras Council, the Corporation and Port Trust, and the Reception 
Committee for the Prince of Wales. 

2. In general, however, the news has been received quietly. There have been 
no disturbances, and a firman issued by the Nizam of Hyderabad on the 23rd May 
will probably have a sobering effect on the more excitable element. The purport of 
the firman is as follows :— 

The public of Hyderabad and Mohamedans generally may not be aware of the 
strong.representations I made to His Excellency the Viceroy in favour of recognizing 
the religious sentiments of Mqhamedans and fulfilling pledges. During the war 
the situation was acute, and those representations could not be made publicly. 
"With His Excellency the Viceroy I fully share the regrets expressed in his message 
in this our hour of trial, and feel the decision includes terms painful to all Moslems. 
Any further agitation, however, in my dominions over the Caliphate question will be 
of no avai l : it may create unrest prejudicial to the best interests of my subjects. 
1 therefore now prohibit the holding of such meetings in my dominions, and exhort 
my people to abstain from participating in a movement that, may develop dangerous 
proportions. Whoever takes any action in contravention of the orders now passed 
will be held responsible for the same. 

3 . Reports from all the provinces show a decreasing interest in the Caliphate 
agitation. The opinion that non-co-operation is unworkable is gaining ground. 
Papers like the Independent have pointed out its risks, and Shastri has written in the 
Madras Citizen questioning the policy. In Bengal the supremacy of the critical 
faculty, even among the more advanced, is asserting itself, and the question is asked 
what particular practical step it is a duty to take. In a telegram to the president of 
the Central Caliphate Committee resigning his membership Mr. Bhugri has stated his 
emphatic view that the non-co-operation policy is suicidal to the interests of Moslems 
mid of the country, and he was unable to associate himself with it. 



This message, though somewhat inconsistent with his resignation of the Bombay 
Legislative Council, is significant of the growing opposition to the non-co-operation 
propaganda. On the other hand, an unpleasant form of non-co-operation has been put 
forward at an extremist conference in Eyzabacf, where a resolution was passed to the 
effect that it was impossible for Indian Moslems to accord a hearty welcome to the 

-Prince of Wales. Speakers held out a warning that Hartal would be arranged at 
every place visited by the Prince. But there is no reason to believe that-this feeling
is-shared by any but the irreconcilable element, or that it will persist after the Turkish 
settlement becomes final. In spite of pressure, few titles have been resigned. The 
possibility of Hijrat is accepted by very' few, though the North-West Frontier 
Province reports some infinitesimal signs of its development. An account appeared 
in the Punjab Zamindar giving details of an extensive Hijrat organization at Madras, 
but this appears to be a hoax : the facts were that about twenty " emigrants " left 
Marxian with a caravan, but nearly half of them returned. The article has had the 
beneficial effect of calling a further public protest from some of the leading men of 
the district, The political unity of Hindus and Moslems is likely to be put to a 
severe test at the coming Bakr-id, in some quarters especially of Bihar and Orissa, on 
account of the differences regarding cow-sacrifice. The Amritsar compact is not 
likely to be accepted by the rank and file of Mohamedans, and Abdul Bari has 
accepted a series of written statements on the subject; that cow-sacrifice is enjoined 
by religion and that Hindus should not take exception to it during Bakr-id, but that 
the sacrifice should be made in such a manner as not to give offence to or hurt the 
feelings of Hindus. 

4. The policy of non-intervention and action under ordinary law when necessary 
.has been maintained. Madras has decided to take no action against Shaukat Ali. 
In the Punjab the permission given to the Lieutenant-Governor to proclaim certain 
areas under the Seditious Meetings Act has not been used ; but a warning has been 
issued that unless violent language was restrained he would be compelled to have 
recourse to action under the Act. His communique on. the subject has been well 
received by the Indian Press. In the case of Sind, very violent language was 
used at the Jacobabad conference on 2nd and. 3rd May ; and since then the AJaulvis 
have openly preached in the mosques lies about pretended British atrocities in Mecca, 
Medina, and other holy cities of Islam. The Bombay Government requested us 
to vest the Commissioner of Sind with powers under the Defence of India 
Consolidation Rules with a view to speedy action being taken in clear cases. We 
have told. Bombay we prefer prosecution under the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
the Indian Penal Code; but recognizing that this alternative may not meet the 
requirements of the situation in Sind, which appears to be an especial danger point, 
we have empowered the Commissioner to act, under the Defence of India Rules. 
Action taken under it will, however, be judicial and not executive. The United 
Provinces reports that two prosecutions under the Code of Criminal Procedure have 
had excellent effect. 

5. The association of the Amir of Afghanistan with the Caliphate has led the 
president of the Afghan delegation to send the following message t i the Press:—-
Since the Allahabad Pioneer has recently published . some articles which may 
probably cause misunderstanding among the public about the case of the Caliphate, 
staling that His Imperial Majesty Amir Amanullah Khan Al-Ghazi-ul-Islam, King 
of Afghanistan (may his Kingdom last for ever), also claims to be a Caliph of Islam, 
it is to be openly contradicted that such rumours are fanatical, misleading, and 
unfounded, and articles mean nothing but to sow seeds of dissension and disunion in 
the Moslem world. 

In connexion with the Afghan delegation an. order has been issued by the United 
Provinces Government forbidding Pandet Jawahir Lai Nehru, suspected of intriguing 
with the members of the delegation at Mussoorie, to enter, reside or remain in any 
area within the limits of the district of Dehra Dun. 

6. In the above appreciation of the Caliphate agitation, we do not leave out of 
consideration the possibility of a movement below the calm surface. It may be that 
a later date coinciding with the Turkish reply to the peace terms has been adopted-ior 
overt demonstrations, but evidences of such arrangement are practically nil. It might 
on the contrary have been anticipated that the period between the announcement of 
the terms and the date fixed for the Turkish reply would have been seized upon for 
violent demonstrations. The fact appears to be that even extremist Moharnedans are
reluctant to translate words into deeds. Each looks for a lead from his neighbour, 
and that lead is not given. A curious illustration of this was the case of Mazhif-ul



Haque (Bihar), who was selected to do an act which would have involved executive 
action by the Local Government: he merely counselled intensive agitation for six 
months'. 

7. Apart from the cleavage between the moderates and the extremists on the 
Caliphate question of non-co-operation, the extremists are showing themselves capable 
electioneers for the forthcoming election campaign, in the direction of rousing tenant 
against landlord; the organization known as " Kisau sabha" is now at work on 
these lines both in the United Provinces and in Bihar and Orissa. It is interesting 
to note also that there are signs of a rapprochement between Gandhi and Tilak 
through the medium of Kelkar. Tilak is anxious for Gandhi's help in securing the 
adherence, of Mohamedans to one or other of the Home Rule Leagues, and ior both of 
these with Baptista and Khaparde to tour India after the Indian Home Rule League 
Conference with the object of collecting funds for propaganda abroad. Nothing is 
settled, but it seems likely that Gandhi will try and wrest from Tilak active support 
in the non-co-operation movement as the price of his assistance. 

8. There has been little change during the week in regard to the railway strike at 
Lahore. Efforts have been made to induce men in out stations to join the movement 
by Miller and his associates, but they have not met with much success. The leaders 
are doing all they can to maintain the strike and secure recognition of the Union; 
but though the men for the moment remain out, their enthusiasm is waning and their 
funds are running low. 

Miller visited Amritsar, where he was received as an extremist political leader, 
but respectable people even of the middle-class were conspicuous by their absence 
from the meeting which he addressed. He also visited Rawalpindi and brought out 
some of the railway staff. The Chief Commissioner of the North-West Frontier 
Province has just asked to be allowed.to take action against (?group omitted) under 
the Defence of India Rules to prevent his intended visit to Peshawar with the object 
of extending the scope of the strike on the ground that the visit would be highly 
dangerous at the present juncture. We have not sanctioned this proposal, but have 
authorized the Chief Commissioner to take action if, on MillePs arrival at Peshawar, 
tremble occurs or appears to be imminent. 

9. A recrudescence-mf strikes is reported by a Press telegram from Bombay. 
Nearly 10,000 employees of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company working 
at the Parel and Matunga railway workshops have gone on strike demanding the 
restoration of the gratuity stopped since 1917, and a 20 per cent, increase in addition 
to that already sanctioned. The behaviour of the strikers has been disorderly, trains 
being stoned and damage done to workshops ; the small police force present could do 
nothing. At Matunga station the strikers forced the Poona-Delhi train to stop for an 
hour and pelted it with stones. 

10. The following is a fuller report of the firing by the police on members of the 
Kallar tribe in the village of Perungamanallur, Taluk Tiramangalam, district 
Madura. 

The Kallar inhabitants of the village notified for registration on 29th March 
under the Criminal Tribes Act, failed to appear. A special magistrate went to a 
village and warned the Kallars of the consequences of resistance, but without effect. 
Warrants were issued and a reserve of police sent for to prevent, any breach of the 
peace in making arrests. The reserve police, numbering 50, reached the village on 
3rd April, and finding a crowd of between 600 and 1,000 Kallars armed with spears, 
swords, sticks, &c , tried to persuade them to give up those named in the warrants 
peacefully. The sub-magistrate and the special deputy-magistrate urged them, to 
surrender the men, the police being removed to some distance and arms piled. The 
Kallars, however, remained obstinate. One was arrested by a sub-inspector and head 
constable but immediately rescued. The crowd increased in numbers and became 
dangerous, throwing stones, brandishing weapons, &c. When the magistrate and 
police were enveloped on three sides, orders to fire were issued by the sub-magistrate 
on the advice of the special deputy-magistrate. The police formed square and fired 
two rounds of buckshot. The mob continued to advance and firing with ball was 
ordered. About one round per constable was fired; 11 persons were killed and 
8 injured, and the mob was dispersed. 

The district magistrate visited the village on the morning of 4th April and 
arrested eight of the rioters. On enquiry he found that the Kallars had even before 
the arrival of the police collected and armed with intent to resist the authorities by 
force and that a determined attack was made on the magistrates. He considers the 
firing.fully justified and that it did not exceed what was necessary. At, the inquest a 



verdict of justifiable homicide was returned. No previous concerted.attempt to evade 
registration had occurred. The judicial trial of the rioters is being proceeded with 
without delay. 

The trouble has been made the occasion for addresses to mass meetings of 
Kallars by George Joseph, a barrister, who has urged them to agitate against the 
Criminal Tribes Act, and has formed the subject of grossly exaggerated reports in 
the Hindu. 

11. The Bombay Government report a collision between four British officers and 
the villagers of Bhagur," near Nasik, Bombay. The officers were chased and stoned. 
Enquiries are proceeding and a fuller report will be sent. 

12. The Hunter Committee Report with despatches, was published, on 20th May. 
I t is impossible to foretell the probable nature of its reception by either the European 
or the Indian public, or the. possible reaction on the Caliphate agitation. 

Emigrants to Afghanistan.—In a message [195] dated 4th June the Viceroy 
reported that the number of Indian Moslems who had emigrated to Afghanistan did 
not exceed 50. Most of these were bad characters from the North-West Frontier 
Province who had been unable to gain an honest, living in India. They were not 
welcomed by the Afghans, who found them a source of embarrassment. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

Imperial News Service.—The Governor-General, in reply to an offer made by 
telegram on 2nd June, telegraphed on 5th June that his Ministers represented that 
the annual meeting of the Press Association had decided against accepting any 
assistance from the Imperial Government, The Government of Canada was not sure 
that the hew proposal would provide anything like as extensive an imperial news 
service as that contemplated in the proposals under consideration, but it was the best 
that could be arranged under the present conditions, and they appreciated the generous 
offer of the Imperial Government. 

Franco-Canadian Commercial Conventions.—On 7th June Lord Derby reported 
from Paris [No, 080] that a memorandum received from the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs stated that the French Government were anxious that there should not be a 
serious disturbance of the economic relations between France and Canada, and 
desired that the clauses of these Conventions which related to the Customs should be 
continued to be applied by a tacit understanding until the signature of a new arrange
ment for the conclusion of which the French Government were ready to enter at once 
into negotiations. Canadian goods would therefore continue, after the 19th instant, 
to enjoy the benefit on entry into France of the conventional regime which had been 
abolished, if the Canadian Government accepted, this proposal and consented to adopt 
a similar policy with regard to French goods imported into Canada. 

Miscellaneous.—Telegraphing on 2nd and 9th June the Director of Information 
reported :— 

(1) That the Canadian West Indian Trade Conference was in session with a large 
representation ; Lieutenant-Colonel Amery, M.P., and Captain. Edwards representing 
the Imperial Government. . 

(2) That the Council of the Canadian Navy League had endorsed the Jellicoe 
naval defence plan for Canada. 

(3) That business conditions in Canada were generally satisfactory, and that the 
bank clearings for the week ending 3rd June had been 18 per cent, in excess of those 
for the corresponding period last year. 

(4) That the Soldiers' Settlement Board of Canada had received over 62,000 
applications from veterans, who desired to take advantage of the 's'cheme, while loans 
amounting to over $65,000,000 had been approved. 

AUSTRALIA. 
Meat.--The Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of State on 21st May 

transmitting the following message from his Prime Minister :— 
A large conference representing the whole meat industry waited on me to-day 

with reference to the alarming effect on the meat industry of Australia of the 
17-2 C 



congestion of meat stocks in Britain and desired me to urge on the British Govern
ment the necessity for clearing up the accumulated stocks of meat in Great Britain at 
the earliest possible date, to prevent irreparable damage being done to the producers 
of the Commonwealth and to the reputation of Australian meat. 

At the time of the despatch of my telegram, 19th April [B.E.R., xvi., p. 10], the. 
producers were not aware of the vast accumulation of stocks. In view of the fact 
that this accumulation has practically closed the market for further supplies, the 
Conference strongly urges the British Government to continue the present meat 
contracts until, say, the end of the year. 

This will be acceptable to the producers and will ensure, the stability of the 
industry until such time as normal conditions of trade prevail, particularly with regard 
to shipping and general market conditions. I t will also obviate the possibility of 
competition in the British market, with the large stocks already in the hands of the 
British Government, which must be cleared off before the normal avenues of trade 
can be resumed. This is most essential from the point of view of the British 
Government and the Australian producers. I therefore urge the continuance of the 
contracts until the end of the year. 

In reply, the Secretary of State, telegraphing on 26th May, said :—Referring to 
your telegram of 21st May as to meat, His Majesty's Government, provided that the 
assent of the various States caii be obtained, would have no objection to, and would 
indeed prefer, the substitution of a definite date for the termination of the meat 
contracts in place of the uncertainty of the date under the existing contracts. His 
Majesty's Government consider that, while such date should be fixed to permit the 
inclusion of the current season's output in the contracts, any portion of the output of 
next season should be excluded. It is assumed that the 30th September 1920 would 
permit a sufficient margin of time to all the Southern States for this purpose. In the 
case of Queensland, His Majesty's Government, in view of the special circumstances, 
suggest 30th November. 

Proposed Re-establishment of German Consulates [B.E.R., xvi., p. 10],—On 1st 
June the Secretary of State for the Colonies informed the Governor-General by 
telegram that, so far as the United Kingdom was concerned, His Majesty's Govern
ment were disposed not to object in principle to the appointment of German consular 
representatives, while reserving full right to object on personal grounds to any 
individual appointment, whether of an honorary consul or a consul de carriere, and 
the Canadian Government and the Union Government concurred in this attitude. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs had enquired whether the Government of 
the Commonwealth would be prepared to agree to the appointment in Australia of 
honorary German consular officers who were not German subjects or of German 
origin. Such appointments, if filled by persons acceptable to that Government, 
might prove of convenience, e.g:, if a visa were desired for the purpose of proceeding 
from, Australia to Germany. 

The Secretary of State desired to learn the Commonwealth Ministers' views with 
regard to this suggestion. -

NEW ZEALAND. 

Meat,—On 20th May the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of State 
as follows :— f 

The Prime Minister feels considerable anxiety regarding the prospects of the 
New Zealand frozen meat trade, and has asked me to make further urgent representa
tions to you. on the matter, as no reply has yet been received to my telegrams of 
22nd March [B.E.R. xiv., p: 9], 9th April, and 5th May [B.E.R. xvii., p. 8]. Since the 
despatch of the first-mentioned telegram it has become increasingly evident that 
great financial difficulty must arise when the new season opens, unless fully adequate 
arrangements are made for relief. Owing to serious delays in the arrival of 
refrigerated steamers the New Zealand stores are now filled to their utmost capacity, 
in consequence of which a large quantity of stock, which under ordinary conditions 
would have been slaughtered before 30th June, would have to be dealt with after that 
date. It will thus be seen that an extension of the Imperial purchase to December, 
at least,.is a.matter of vital necessity to this country. Emphasis is also laid on the 
fact that, even imder the best shipping arrangements that" could be hoped for, heavy 
stocks of meat owned by the Imperial Government must necessarily remain in store 
in the Dominion and in the United Kingdom when "the new season opens, and in 



due course' be marketed in conjunction with such free meat as can be shipped. This, 
combined with the delay which must arise in shipping the new season's free meat, 
wi l l depreciate market values for live stock in the Dominion, and for frozen meat to 
such an extent as to create serious financial difficulties for producers. It is evident 
that only the provision of the greatest amount of refrigerated tonnage possibly 
available and an extension of Government purchase can enable the position to be met. 
A representative meeting of producers is to be held on 27th May, and a reply before 
that date is greatly desired. It is earnestly hoped that you will do all you can to 
impress His Majesty's Government with the seriousness of the position with which 
the Dominion is faced and of the necessity of affording the relief indicated. 

In reply the Secretary of State telegraphed on 26th May, saying :— 
Referring to your telegrams of 10th March, 22nd March, 9th April, 5th May and 

20th May as "to meat, His Majesty's Government regret that the answer has been 
delayed, but they felt bound carefully to re-examine tbe whole situation in view of 
the further representations of the New Zealand Government. 

The amount of mutton and lamb under the control of His Majesty's Government 
is already excessive, so that disposal presents a great difficulty. Every effort is being
made to deal with the abnormal situation. There are no ships waiting discharge 
here through lack of storage accommodation, and a substantial reduction in prices has 
effected an increase in consumption ; while every effort is being made to reduce the 
congestion by sales on the Continent, even if they have to be made on credit. There 
is in spite of all this no reasonable prospect that consumption here can overtake 
supply, and every probability that until well into 1921 the United Kingdom market 
will continue to be over supplied. His Majesty's Government are reluctant, therefore, 

- to increase their commitments by any purchases in respect of the 1920-21 season 
which would only increase their difficulties in dealing with existing supplies. 

I t is further doubtful whether it would assist in the direction desired if His 
Majesty's Government purchased the remainder of the current seasohs production in 
New Zealand which has not passed through the works by 30th June 1920; the 
purchase would only increase the difficulty likely to be experienced in conducting the 
new season's operations by increasing the quantity which would have to be transported 
from New Zealand and disposed of on the United Kingdom market before there was a 
clear field for normal trading operations. 

His Majesty's Government, for these reasons, do not see their way to depart from 
tbe decision in my telegram of 13th March [B.E.R., xiii., p. 10]. 

Question of Trading with certain Territories formerly Austro-Eungarian .[B.E.R., 
xvi., p. 10].—In reply to the telegram quoted in the above reference the Governor-
General telegraphed on 2nd June to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in the 
following terms :—An Order in Council will be issued immediately revoking the 
Order in Council of 17th November 1919, and providing that the prohibition of the 
importation of German, Austrian, and Hungarian goods shall still continue, but that 
such prohibition shall not apply to goods manufactured or produced in territory 
which now forms part of the Republic of Czecho-Slovakia, or of the kingdom of the 
Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, or of the kingdom of Italy, or to goods manufactured or 
produced in Bulgaria or Turkey. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Property Rights of German Nationals.-Qa 4th June the Governor-General . 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State at the request of his Ministers, to represent to 
His Majesty's Government the position in connexion with the property rights and 
interests of German nationals, who were resident or domiciled in the Union of South 
Africa, or the South West Africa Protectorate, and.have been permitted re-entrance, and 
to carry on their previous business. In certain instances portions of the properties 
of such German nationals, being within the jurisdiction of the Board, of Trade, have 
been vested in the Public Trustee of the United Kingdom, or are being dealt with by 
the Imperial authorities in terms of the Treaty of Peace. The Ministers are of 
opinion that where any German national is permitted to continue to reside in the 
-Union, or the South West Africa Protectorate, his property should be restored to him, 
and they would be glad to learn whether His Majesty's Government concurs. 

Native Affairs.—On 26th May, ReuteFs Capetown agent reported that General 
Smuts had that clay moved in the Union House of Assembly that the Bill relating to 
native affairs should be read a second time. He adhered to the policy already 



formulated by the Government of segregating the natives, but said that the Govern
ment recognized that they could only proceed if they carried the natives with them. 
The present Bill was therefore the first step in the shaping of a correct native 
policy. General Smuts said he feared the consequences of allowing matters to drift 
because the attitude of the natives towards. Europeans was becoming increasingly 
antagonistic as the result of industrial conditions. 

Telegraphing again on 2nd June, he said that the Bill providing for the estab
lishment of a commission under the Minister of Native Affairs to consider matters of 
administration and legislation affecting the natives, and further empowering the 
aforesaid Minister to summon a congress to ascertain the views of the natives, had 
been read a second time in the Union House of Assembly, and referred to a select 
committee. 

Some criticisms had been passed in the course of the debate, one section 
contending that the Government should introduce a more comprehensive measure, 
while others had argued that the Bill was unnecessary. 

In reply, General Smuts had rebutted both views, maintaining that there need be 
no fear if Parliament took the natives into their confidence. The Premier once more 
emphasized his adherence to the segregation policy, which was the law of the land, 
While Parliament must remain the sovereign authority, he saw no clanger in allowing 
the natives to manage their own domestic affairs, l ie finally appealed to the House 
to assume responsibility towards the natives in. a spirit of justice and tolerance. 

South Africa and Europe'.—Telegraphing on 3rd June, Reuter's Capetown agent 
said that General Smuts, in au interview, had emphasized South Africa's desire to 
keep clear of European entanglements, mentioning France's recent independent 
adoption of the most drastic measures against Germany, which, he thought, were, 
calculated to destroy the last vestige of Government, and to reduce her condition to 
that of Russia. He also condemned the Polish offensive which the League of Nations 
ought to have prohibited; he feared that the Polish operations would tend to rally 
Russia, and to revive the apparent ly diminishing forces of Bolshevism. He also 
pointed out that the old empires which had disappeared had, at any rate, kept the 
smaller nations in order. Nothing was replacing them because the great Powers 
would see to it that the League had no vital force behind it, He asked whether the 
statesmen of Europe -were really deeply in earnest about the chaos in the direction of 
which the old world was drifting. 

The Asiatic Question [B.E.R., xviii., p. 11].--According to a telegram sent from 
Capetown by Reutehs agent on 27th May, the commission appointed by the Govern
ment some months ago-to enquire into Asiatic labour in South Africa has issued an 
interim report, in which it recommends, in view of the considerable number of 
Indians desiring to return home, that if opportunity offers, and there are good 
prospects of employment in India, the Union Government should provide certain 
facilities for their return. 

Low Grade Mines [B.E.R., xyii., p. 9] . -Telegraphing from Capetown on 28th 
May, Reuter's agent said that in its final report the Commission on Low Grade Mines 
opposed the payment of State subsidies, unless it should be considered necessary in 
the single case of the East Rand proprietary mines where a stoppage of pumping 
would cause the flooding of the adjoining low grade mines. It was considered proper 
that a full enquiry should be held before any. mine was allowed to close clown. In 
reference to the "colour bar," the majority of the commissioners urged the extension 
of the piece-work system, thus enabling natives to earn higher wages, as well as 
securing more efficient utilization of native labour. 

The commissioners also suggested that inducements should be offered to 
1 natives to remain in the mines for longer periods. 
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General Labour Situation.—The following paragraphs are taken from the reports 
of the Ministry of Labour for the weeks ending 2nd and 9th June respectively :— 

1. (2nd June.) With regard to the attitude of the trade union movement towards 
Ireland, Poland and Hungary, the situation has been simplified during the week by 
the reference of these matters without exception to the Parliamentary Committee of 
the Trades Union Congress with requests for the summoning of a special congress to 
deal with the matters, and by the suspension of all further action. 

-2. (9th June.) With regard to the industrial situation, the strikes actually in 
progress are relatively unimportant, but a critical situation with regard to wages 
demands exists in several important industries. The position is most critical with 
regard to gas workers, but the position as to printers is taking a more hopeful turn. 
There is considerable discontent among agricultural labourers on account of the recent 
award of the Central Wages Board, which is being exploited in competition by the 
Workers' Union and the Agricultural Labourers' Union, while conditions in the 
building trades are still unsettled. The Industrial Court will commence the periodical 
review of wages in the engineering trades on the 29th June . The annual^ conference 
of the NU.R . will begin on 5th July, and of the M.P.G.B. on 6th July, and both 
these conferences will have to take important wages decisions. 

The opening of the International Labour Conference at Genoa to discuss 
seatnen's conditions on the 15th June is perhaps one of the most significant events of 
the year. 

The most important question pending at the close of the week under review was 
the meeting of the Parliamentary Committee of the T.U.C. which decided to summon 
a special meeting of the Congress to determine the attitude of the trade union 
movement on the questions of Ireland, Russia and Hungary. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

E G Y P T . 

The Wheat Situation.—On 20th June Lord Allenby sent the following telegram 
[No. 605] :  -

The requirements of Egypt from May 1921 to May 1922, in relation to the culti
vation of cotton, have been receiving the careful consideration of competent authorities 
of the Egyptian Government. 

(1) Egypt has always had to supplement by importation its local supply of 
cereals : and the Egyptian Government has made arrangements whereby sufficient 
wheat and flour will be imported to meet the requirements of the country up to May 
1921. 

(2) Those requirements have been obtained chiefly through the agency of the 
Royal Wheat Commission, London. It is not known, however, if that Commission 
will be disposed or will be in a position to undertake similar arrangements on behalf 
6f \he Egyptian Government for the wheat year of 1921-22. 

S("3)-Tf the contrary is the case, it follows that the Egyptian Government either 
must make its own arrangements with wheat-producing countries for 1921-22; or,, 
alternatively, Egypt must grow more corn. That increase of growth can be obtained 
only by restricting the area under cotton. 

(4) It is estimated that from May 1921 to May 1922 some 300,000 tons of wheat 
and flour (more or less : an estimate only can be given at this moment) must be 
imported into Egypt to supplement the expected deficiency of local produce. Failing 
that importation, the area under cotton in 1921 must be reduced by a number of acres, 
correspondingly reducing the cotton produced, approximately, by 190,000 bales, 
equivalent to, approximately, 25 per cent, of last yeaFs estimated crop (namely, 
750,000 bales). . 



(5) In view of the prevailing reports as to a world shortage of wheat, the Egyptian 
-Government is uncertain how far its efforts in any independent negotiations with 
wheat-producing centres may meet with success. If the cultivation of cotton is 
unrestricted, failure to achieve that success would be disastrous. Some guarantee 
must, therefore, be given that the desired quantity of wheat and flour (300,000 tons, 
more or less), 1921-22, is placed at the disposal of Egypt, 

(6) A mixed committee representing Egyptian interests has been formed to 
consider the question of the food supply. A sub-committee of that committee has 
now reported, and recommends that Egypt should largely increase the area under 
cereals. I t is probable that this view will be accepted, with the result that the area 
under cotton will be much reduced. 

A definite guarantee by His Majesty's Government that the quantity of wheat 
and flour required, which is estimated now at 300,000 tons, more or less, for 1921-22, 
will be available, will probably influence the opinion of the general committee, and 
the decision of the Council of Ministers. 

Are you disposed to offer this guarantee for the season of 1921-22 ? Please reply 
Urgently as I must know before the meeting of the committee on 1st July. 

Thz Prime Minister s Conditions [B.E.R., xix., p. 3].—On 10th June Lord Ourzon 
informed [No. 527] Lord Allenby that he had no objection to the undertakings he had 
given on the assumption of. office by the present Prime Minister, except those 
regarding the capitulations, the judicature Jaws, and possibly those relating to 
nationality. Lord Milner's Mission had deliberately framed the scheme for the mixed 
tribunals, so that it might come into force without reference to the Legislative 
Assembly, and independently of any settlement of the political status of the country. 

PALESTINE. 

Message for the Emir Feisal.—Telegraphing on 14th June [No. 534], Lord 
'Curzon instructed Lord Allenby to make -the following communication to the Emir 
Feisal :— 

The appointment of Mr. Samuel as High Commissioner for Palestine has been 
decided upon by His Majesty's Government because they are convinced that his high 
reputation and administrative experience render him peculiarly qualified for the 
task, and because his authority with the Zionists, coupled with his well-known 
sympathy for the Arabs, will enable him to hold the scales even, and to exercise a 
pacifying and moderating influence at the outset of the new system of civil 
administration. Mr. Samuel is about to make a public statement of the views 
and intentions with which he goes to Palestine, which will be telegraphed to you 
for transmission to the Emir Feisal, whom it should fully reassure. Mr. Samuel will 
seek an early opportunity after his arrival in the country of communicating with 
the Emir with a view to removing any remaining sources of misunderstanding. . We 
believe that the Emir and the Arabs will find in him a sincere friend. 

Land Registration and Railways.—On 17th June Lord Allenby telegraphed 
'[No. 4, V.V.M.] to the War Office, saying :—(1) No practical difficulties exist in the 
preparations for opening land registries about the middle of July on the lines already 
proposed ; and (2) it would be far preferable to hand over the Palestine railways to the 
Civil Administration at a later date after Sir Herbert Samuel's arrival, possibly the 
end of July, as a large number of questions must first be settled which need his 
decision. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xix., p. 4].—The official conversations between the 
British and Afghan delegates were resumed at Mussoorie on 7th June after a 
suspension of more than a month. On 8th June the Viceroy transmitted [709 S.] a 
report' from Mr. Dobbs of what had happened on the reopening of the conference. 
Mr. Dobbs said that he had started proceedings by the recital of a summary of British 
policy towards Afghanistan, with a full and frank commentary on the Afghan 
pretensions as understood by us. The Afghans were invited to say if they really 



Believed that the British Empire, the most powerful empire in the world, would he
likely to accept such demands as those put forward hy the Afghans, and they were
warned of the inevitable result of continued unfriendliness, while the great 
advantages of friendship with us were depicted to them. The ensuing discussion was. 
confined to the detailed elucidation of our points of grievance regarding Afghan 
encouragement of tribal disturbances on our frontier, Indian revolutionaries and 
Bolsheviks. Tarsi asked for three or four days to consider his reply, and before the 
sitting closed assured Mr. Dobbs that his views had undergone a considerable; 
change, and that he had come to the conclusion that the friendship of Great Britain, 
was necessary for Afghanistan. 

Consequent on the compliance with Tarsi's request, it was not until 12th J u n e 
that the Viceroy was able to transmit [730 S.] a telegram from Mr. Dobbs giving 
further information. In this Mr. Dobbs stated that Tarsi had sent him a note full of: 
the usual perverse arguments, but privately admitting that the attitude assumed by 
the delegates at the conference was intended for home consumption, but really they 
were sincerely friendly and wished to be conciliatory. The note repeated the denials 
and explanations of various actions on the frontier, and intimated that without help 
from us in the supply of money and arms Afghanistan had not sufficient strength 
to stand up against Russian intrigues among the tribes on our frontier. The note 
concluded as follows :— 

"Afghanistan, is ready to assure your Government of its acceptance, in 
conformity with its rights of freedom, of the demand mentioned by you, but this
we do conditional upon the fulfilment of your promise; You wish to help us to
become free, strong, and prosperous. The real essence of the question lies here. If 
you. will favour me with full details in this respect we shall have nearly reached the
final settlement." 

Mr. Dobbs considered that this note would entail a certain amount of plain
speaking, and attributes its tone to a message to Tarsi from Nadir Elian, reproaching" 
the former for evincing too much complacency. Tarsi was reported to have informed 
his entourage that should he be employed on any future diplomatic mission to India, he
would insist on being accompanied by the Amir, as anyone coming alone, and trying, 
to come to a reasonable agreement, was likely to be immediately replaced at Kabul. 

According to Mr. Dobbs' report, transmitted [732 S.] by the Viceroy on 13th: 
June, a four hours' conference had, been held the previous day. In the first part o f 
this Mr, Dobbs'had combated and repudiated the Afghan charge of breach of faith, 
in our re-occupation of Lambabat. Next, the Turkish peace terms were discussed.. 
The Afghans contended that the holy places of the Hejaz were not left under 
independent Moslem control, that King Hussein would not be self-supporting and 
capable of maintaining dignity in the holy places when they were deprived of" 
connexion with the powerful Caliph, and that in the eyes of the Afghan the value o f 
the pilgrimage would be lost. Mr. Dobbs endeavoured to meet these arguments, but 
it looked as if the long and rambling discussion, which ensued on the question o f 
the terms of the Turkish peace, would take up several days. 

On 15th June the Secretary of State telegraphed to the Viceroy that the receipt 
of this report was causing him some anxiety. While he realized that, in the absence
of a definite agenda paper, it was difficult to exclude the discussion of the Turkish 
treaty, and recognized the political importance of having the Amir on our side as. 
against the Indian Moslem extremists, it was necessary for Mr. Dobbs to hold to the 
fundamental position that as Afghanistan had chosen to remain neutral during the 
war, she had no focus standi as between the Allies and Turkey.' However much the
-Government of India might sympathize with Moslems in their religious difficulties,, 
the terms of the Turkish peace could not be allowed to be made a factor in. 
determinating our relations with Afghanistan. 

The Viceroy transmitted [739 S.] on 15th June a further telegram from Mr. Dobb3,. 
announcing that the discussion on the Turkish peace terms had concluded on the 14th. 
He reported the attitude of the Afghan delegates as being extraordinarily reasonable 
and subdued. In answer to their enquiry as to whether in deference to Afghan, 
feelings any modification of the terms might be looked for, Mr. Dobbs informed them 
that there could be none. The Afghans then suggested that the Afghan delegation, 
should visit Paris to make their representations there. To this Mr. Dobbs replied 
that Afghanistan as a non-belligerent had no locus standi for such a purpose, and 
further that, subject to such minor alterations as the Allies might be induced to make
on Turkish representations, the terms were finally settled, and the delegation would. 



be useless. The principal Afghan suggestion was that the maintenance of the 
nominal suzerainty of Turkey over Arab and other nationalises, which under the terms 
were to be made independent, would go a long way to satisfy the sentiments of Afghan 
and other Moslems. ' F ", 

The Viceroy'8 Weekly Reports.-The -Viceroy's weekly reports for .4th and 11th 
-June -were as follows :  -

I. (4th June.) With the excep t iona l the Times of India, all the English-owned 
papers consider that General Dyer saved the situation, and has been unjustly 
condemned, while all the Indian-owned papers, both extremist and moderate, are 

un i ted in accepting the minority report. This is, no doubt, in part due to the 
exigencies of the electioneering campaign, in order that the moderates may not expose 
themselves to any attack by the extremists through a difference of opinion on this 
subject. The United Provinces note that the report has greatly exacerbated racial 
feeling, hut we hope this is only a temporary phase, as influential papers like the 
Pioneer, the Civil and Military-Gazette, and the Statesman are urging the necessity 
of forgetting the past, obliterating racial bitterness, and reaching- forward to the 
future, and we hope that moderate Indian papers will soon follow suit. 

We mentioned that the Congress Committee which sat at Benares had decided to 
call a special session of the Natioual Congress at, Calcutta to consider the Punjab 
affairs, the Caliphate, and the reforms rules. It is now announced that the session will 
be held on 12th August. If this date is adhered to, the delay is significant, as the 
interest in the-two former subjects is likely to have diminished largely by then. The 
Committee of the India Association at Calcutta has passed resolutions approving the 
minority, and urging the censure of Sir Michael OTJwyer, the dismissal of General 
Dyer, and the punishment of those who abused their powers in administrating 
martial law. 

2. A conference of politicians of all schools from the provinces has been called 
a t Allahabad for 1st and 2nd June, to decide future policy in regard to the Caliphate 
and the Turkish peace terms: Ulema from all parts of India have been invited by 
Abdul Bari to be present. The promoters endeavoured to secure the attendance of 
Hindus of all parties, and the moderate leaders have been approached personally and 
by circular; it is, however, believed that only some extremist Hindus, whom the 
Mussulmans least want, have responded. A Press report has just been received that 
the Caliphate Conference sat till late on night of 1st June, the discussion lasting ti l l 
the small hours of the. morning when the sitting was adjourned. The Press was 
rigorously excluded, but it is understood that there was great difference of opinion as 
to whether non-co-operation should be adopted and in what way; that some spirited 
and angry speeches were delivered; and that no decision was arrived at. 

3. Meanwhile the agitation proceeds on the lines indicated in previous weekly 
telegrams, i.e. :—(1) Pew outward signs of violence and fewer meetings. (2) Con
tinuance of virulent articles in extremist Press. (3) Some attempts to tamper with 
the loyalty of the army and the police. (4) Spasmodic resignations, e.g., Chotani has 
now resigned his honorary magistracy. (5) The view is gaining ground among the 
moderates that non-co-operation is unworkable; the extremists are beginning to 
favour a more effective line, of action. For example, Abul Kalam Azad. at a recent 
private gathering expressed the view that non-co-operation would not be successful 
and objected to hi jrat ; he held that Moslems should reorganize, themselves by electing 
an Imam whose orders they should obey, regardless of consequences. On the other 
hand, Abdul Bari and his clique declared that non-co-operation should at once be 
brought into effect; but.he has, i n private letters, adopted a very different line. (6) In 
questions of h i j r a t - b u t little activity. For example, the Sind hijrat committee wired 
to the Governor of Bombay : - " 25,000 Moslems ready for hijrat to Afghanistan on 
account of interference in religion. If any formality, please wire." Similarly in the 
Punjab, the names of Mohamedans prepared to go to Afghanistan continue to be 
registered, but only very few so far have left the province for Kabul. The prospect 
is not attractive ; there is to be no return from emigration and no financial help can 
be given to those wishing to emigrate. 

4 ; The following is the summary of a report from the North-West Frontier 
Province on the hijrat movement and the policy adopted by the Government in that 
Province. A hijrat committee was formed at Peshawar; the local. Khans, however, 
made the promoter understand that he was not welcome, and he left Peshawar, leavjng 
.a colleague t o . carry on work. A total of 25 emigrants is reported to have arrivecl,
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-mostly low-class Mohamedans. A later party of 16  emigrants with six children 
(? left) for Afghanistan under the leadership of -Abdul" Wahab, who subsequently 
returned to Peshawar. The issue of passes to emigrants was referred to Kabul by 
the Trade Agent at Peshawar, who received a firman from the Amir saying that 
instructions had already been sent to the secretary of the hijrat committee through 
Sardar Ghulam Mohamecl Khan, the Afghanistan envoy; that the procedure laid down 
must be strictly followed ; and that no passes should be issued by the Trade Agent, 
as were he to do so he would lay the Government in Kabul open to the charge of 
causing unrest in India-and also place the Amir in a difficult position should the 
Government prevent emigrants in possession of passes from crossing the frontier. 
Others proceeding by routes other than Kabul without the assistance of the Political 
Agent at the Khyber, who reports that about 40 have arrived at Jalalabad. Tbe Chief 
Commissioner has. adopted the policy of non-interference with persons desirous of 
emigrating to Afghanistan or tribal territory. 

5. From Bombay it is reported that the Viceroy's message and the explanatory 
statement of the Government of India on the Turkish peace terms have not yet been 
well received, and the extreme Hindu Press is making capital out of a fancied 
disregard for the sentiments of Indian Moslems. There is, however, reliable 
information that the Hindu leaders will strongly oppose the non-co-operative 
programme at the joint meeting at Allahabad. A suggestion has been made by 
Yakub Hasan of Madras to a Bombay correspondent in an intercepted letter, that 
the peace terms should remain the principal plank in the coming elections, and that 
elected members should refuse to take the oath of allegiance at the first meeting of 
the new Imperial Council to be opened by the Prince of AVales. The Bombay 
Government have decided to consider the prosecution of . two individuals who 
delivered violent' speeches at the recent conference at Jacobabad, which the law 
officers consider come within the Indian Penal Code. 

6. The Punjab report shows that the announcement of the peace terms has not 
caused any widespread excitement. While educated Mohamedans feel disappointed, 
the significance of the terms has not yet filtered down to the masses, and local 
agitators are waiting for a lead from Delhi or Bombay. Meanwhile the Caliphate 
propaganda is being carried on vigorously. Attempts to interest the peasantry, 
from which the Indian Army is recruited, are being openly made. I t is significant 
to note that on the return of the 59th Sincl Rifles to Jullundur, after nearly six years 
absence in France and other theatres of war, the Mohamedans and the Hindu 
population did not join in the reception at the railway station. Tbe tone of the Press 
continues to be bad. The Viceroy's advice to Mohamedans is ridiculed. It is
admitted, however, that the Government of India and the Secretary of State have 
done their utmost to represent Moslem sentiments. The Hindu newspapers advise 
Mohamedans to do nothing hasty, and not to transgress the bounds of constitutional 
agitation. The Tribune has plainly told them that Hindus cannot stand by in the 
event of their renouncing loyalty to the Government. 

7. In the United Provinces the Turkish peace terms were received quietly. 
Sir H. Butler - is making a tour through the province partly to show sympathy with 
the Mohamedans in their recognized difficulties, and partly to maintain personal 
touch with the men who carry weight in the last resort. At first, great bitterness 
was exhibited by the Mohamedans, especially the Sunnis, but there is a growing 
disposition to accept facts, dissatisfaction being chiefly in evidence in the towns. 
There. is no enthusiasm anywhere to cany out the non-co-operative programme, bu t 
the difficulty of the situation is accentuated by the publication of the Hunter Report. 

A report is to hand from Sitapur, United Provinces, of a resigned infantry sepoy,, 
who at a ..meeting boasted that he had persuaded 50 other sepoys to resign with the 
object of taking up propaganda work in connexion with the Caliphate. We have 
also reason to believe that personal propaganda upon soldiers travelling by train has 
been started. 

8. A Bihar C.I.D. report just received states that no deep feeling has been excited 
by the Turkish peace terms in the minds of Mohamedans of any class in the province,, 
and what agitation exists is being kept up for purely political ends. 

9 . A Press report from Hyderabad states that the Nizam has issued a finnan 
with regard to certain persons who attempted to create disturbances in connexion 
with the Caliphate question, and sent disloyal telegrams to him. Investigation-has

- brought to light endeavours to create unrest in the State. Cases of British subjects 
who are practising as barristers in Hyderabad and are associated with lawless 



individuals are under consideration. The Nizam has ordered the internment of five 
men and the externment of five others, 

10. The railway strike at Lahore has extended partially, or completely, to 
Rawalpindi, Ludhiana, Ferozepore, Amritsar, (Jujranwala and AVazirabad, and is now 
as much political as economic. A subscription for the strike fund is being collected 
by the extremist agitators to encourage the strikers to remain firm until the Govern
ment is defeated- On the other hand, the strike is becoming unpopular with the 
general public, who are beginning to resent the loss and inconvenience caused, and 
illogically blame the Government for the continuance of the strike. Efforts made in 
Amritsar to induce private servants to strike for higher wages proved abortive, but 
there is an indication that the irrecoucileables are attempting to make as much 
mischief as possible. The workmen of Ferozepore Arsenal are holding meetings, and 
contemplate striking for better wages and conditions. Practically all the employees 
of the central canal workshop at Amritsar have gone on strike, and the workshops
have closed. Miller has arrived at Oampbellpur and is expected to take out the staff. -
He is suspected to be not very willing to return to Lahore, as his following-is feeling 
the pinch and becoming discontented. The strikers are now beginning to realize that 
the terms offered by the railway have satisfied their original demands, and that at 
present they' are being kept out at great personal inconvenience, merely for the 
honour and glory of Miller and his associates. 

Information has been received that the men of the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway workshops at Parel and Matunga were resuming work on 31st May, after the 
receipt of satisfactory assurances of the agent that they would be granted 20 per cent, 
increase with effect from the 1st September. 

Five hundred men of the railway carriage and wagon workshops at Karachi are 
reported by the Press to have struck work this morning, bringing the total number of 
railway strikers at Karachi up to 2,000. 

A Press report has also been received of the strike of 400 workmen of the Madras 
Engineering AVorks. 

11. Candidates for election to the new councils are coming forward in increasing
numbers, and the work of canvassing has commenced in real earnest. The 
extremists and moderates who talked of non-co-operation are canvassing for them
selves, or promoting their friends' candidature, as if they had never spoken of non
co-operation, and had never condemned the Reforms Act, The Mohamedans' 
determination to take full advantage of it has not been affected, and they are as eager 
to be elected as Hindus, and are hard at work canvassing. 

II. (11th June.) The Hunter Report is still a main topic of discussion in the 
Press, and the extremist left (fndian) and right (European) are turning it into a 
definitely racial question centring in General Dyer. The extremists are striving 
hard to set on foot a bitter agitation on the subject, while the moderates, many of 
whom would probably at heart prefer to keep quiet, and privately consider that the 
Government of India have gone as far as could be expected, dare not, for electioneering 
reasons, abstain from following the extremist lead. The violent utterances of certain 
sections of the English Press and bodies like the European Association and the Bihar 
Planters, render it difficult for the Indian moderates to remain moderate, and Sastri 
has just published a very bitter article in the Servant of India denouncing the 
Governments treatment of the Punjab infamy, but expressing no surprise as the 
action taken accords with British practice -in the treatment of the coloured 
races, and urging criminal proceedings, not because of any hope of success, 
but on account of the moral effect of putting up a fight. The conclusion of the British 
Cabinet is described as lame and impotent. 

2. Further reports on the reception of the Turkish peace terms indicate an 
attitude of general acquiescence in many parts of India. In the Madras province they 
have been received with a calmness amounting to indifference in the Mofussil districts, 
whilst in Madras itself there was more outspokenness, but Mr. Yakub Hassan's 
example, reported last week, has not been followed; and though there are some fire
brands among the younger Mohamedans, there is not likely to be any widespread 
excitement, so long as there is no interference from outside agitators. In 
Bombay a meeting of 2,000 Mohamedans with Shaukat Ali in the chair, was held 
shortly after the announcement, but only six members of the Central Caliphate 
Committee were present, Chotani being absent. A few Hindus were there, 
b u t no followers of Tilak. Fiery speeches were delivered, Rs. 400 collected, and two 
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resolutions passed: (1) declaring support for the entire scheme of non-co-operation, 
and (2) sympathizing with the two men prosecuted under the Code of Criminal 
Procedure at Allahabad, who preferred to go to jail as previously reported. Dis
cussion of the actual terms was conspicuous by its absence, and no excitement has; 
been caused by them. . One Moslem paper made colourless comments, while',others; 

counselled obedience and loyalty. It is noteworthy that at.the recent Bombay meeting 
of the Caliphate Committee it was resolved to take up only two stages of the non
co-operation plan, the second two being reserved for future consideration. In Bengal, 
the announcement occasioned no surprise, and though there is general disapproval,; 
the situation is unchanged. The feelings of the general mass of Mohamedans remain 
untouched, while the extremists for the most part are afraid of the lengths to which 
violent speeches have already run, and have decided to hold no public meetings for 
fear of rousing passions resulting in violence. Some attempt, has, however, been made 
to controvert our explanatory memorandum, and the,Viceroy's message has not been 
well received. An unsuccessful attempt was made to get members of the Seamen's 
Union to strike as a protest. In Bihar and Orissa, the terms have been quietly 
received with no display of excitement; this was due to the fact that they contained 
no element of surprise, and that a feeling of uneasiness is growing among the educated 
Mohamedans at the way the question has been exploited for political purposes. In 
the Central Provinces and Assam, the reception has been quiet and no local trouble is 
expected unless a stimulus be applied from,the outside. From Delhi, it is reported 
that ' things are quiet and there is reason to believe that this is more than a lull. 
Public opinion is much divided/sensible people thinking matters were going too far. 
Kb further developments are reported from the Punjab. The information from the 
United Provinces is that the Caliphate movement is losing strength, and that there 
are dissensions between Hindus and Mohamedans, especially as regards Afghan 
assistance; on the other hand, the resentment against the peace terms is growing 
and the agitation drifting into the hands of the Maulvis who require careful watching. 
The general unrest, the believed progress of Bolshevism, and the Irish disorders, are 
materially increasing the difficulty of the situation. 

3. The most important event of the week has been the conference at Allahabad, 
held on.the 1st and 2nd June, at which the policy in regard .to the main features of 
the Caliphate agitation was to be decided. Many delegates, even from Madras and 
Bengal, attended, and several Hindu leaders were present. On the first night 
300 delegates attended a meeting at which the general feeling was that non-co-opera
tion should be adopted, but the view was also held that, while Moslems deserved 
sympathy, non-co-operation would-not be successful, Mrs. Besant, Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
and Chintamani opposing it. At the next day's meeting Moslems from various provinces 
explained how far they were ready to take up non-co-operation, and in the evening
formal resolutions were passed by the All-India Central Caliphate Committee, 
30 members only being allowed to vote, though the delegates and visitors attending 
were'150. The following is a summary of the resolutions passed :— 

(i) The movement of non-co-operation in four stages is reaffirmed and a sub
committee be appointed to give practical effect to the movement without further 
delay: the principal members being Gandhi, Abul Kalam Azad, Mohamed Ali, Shaukat 
Ah, Kitchlew, Hazrat Mohani. (The first stage will be put into operation after a month's 
notice to the Viceroy, who will first be approached with a view to the revision of the 
Turkish peace terms.) 

(ii) A protest against the Turkish peace terms and the expression of an 
unequivocal refusal to accept them. 

(iii) The firman of the Nizam of: Hyderabad, opposed the Shariat and deserved 
reconsideration. 

(iv) The Swadeshi movement should be undertaken in. real earnest, and a sub
committee appointed to work out a scheme for carrying it out. 

(v) Recorded a sense of obligation to Lala Amir Chand of Peshawar, and Maulana 
Fakir Hamid Ahmed of Allahabad for their sufferings in the Caliphate cause. 

(vi) Caliphate supporters should wear badge bearing the device " We are helpers 
of God." 

(vii) A Caliphate Volunteer Corps to be organized with branches all over India 
to collect subscriptions for the Caliphate fund and prepare the Indian public for 
the non-co-operation movement. 

At the meeting Shaukat Ali made no secret of his bitter hatred of the British. 
4. I t is too early to predict how the resolutions will be accepted in the provinces, 

but the view is gaining ground that the Caliphate agitation is losing strength. Previous 



to the meeting the attitude of the provincial committees was. one, of- " w a i t and see," 
but indications are not wanting that little disposition exists to adopt non-co-operation 
as a practical measure, as the following facts show :— 

(a) The doctrine of non-co-operation is being watered down and as now developed 
emphasizes moral force, the movement being neither anti-English nor ' 
anti-Government. Private employees, therefore, should not be touched, 
and pressure should not be brought to bear on Government servants. 
Voluntary withdrawals should only be countenanced by such persons as 
can support themselves and their dependents, or by those whose support is 
guaranteed by the Caliphate Committee. The more extreme Mohamedan 
leaders are of course impatient and not satisfied with this, and some of them 
are said to regard bloodshed as inevitable if the non-co-operation move
ment fails after a trial of, say, six months, but saner men are against 
precipitate action unless an opportunity be given by indiscretions on the 
part of Government officials. 

(/;) Gandhi and Shaukat Ali, when urging the people of Ahmedabad to be more 
zealous in the Caliphate movement, were told.that the Hindus would step 
in and accept all posts vacated by Mohamedans. 

(c) In' Sind the situation is easier; really respectable and influential zamindars, 
having detached themselves from the Caliphate campaign, are now actively, 
co-operating with the district magistrate against it. The agitation has 
taken the form of stirring up discontent among the labourers against the 
zamindars and finds its main support in local bad characters. The 
Government of Bombay is sanctioning the prosecution of two men who 
made violent speeches at the Jacobabad conference. The pension of one 
retired Government official who presided at a non-co-operation movement 
has been suspended for six months, and one police sub-inspector, who 
gave two months' notice of resignation as a protest, is now wholly ashamed 
and admits that he was momentarily carried away. 

(d) The Nagpur Moslem leaders informed the Central Caliphate Committee that 
they were not prepared to accept the full progressive programme of non
co-operation, and have warned the Committee not tb despatch emissaries 
on a preaching crusade to the Central Provinces. They have announced 
that if any attempt is made to force the non-co-operation campaign upon 
them they will demand a guarantee of five lakhs for the relief of sufferers. 

5. Similarly, with the hijrat, Shaukat Ali is said to favour it after a six months' 
trial of non-co-operation, with a view to an ultimate attack on India from Afghanistan. 
Dissatisfaction with the poorer type of emigrant is already being expressed by the 
Eastern Unity paper of Afghanistan, which does not want useless men. 

6 . At the same time the fanatics are in no way relaxing efforts, especially in 
regard to troops, e.g., a Maulvi addressing troops of the 20th Infantry in a mosque at 
Friday prayers urged that Moslems should inTuture resolve to abstain from fighting 
against other Moslems, and is said to have reduced his audience of officers and men 
to tears. An intercepted letter from Daud Ghuznavi Amritsar to Shaukat Ali urges 
the appointment of paid preachers and propagandists to be employed, particularly in 
those districts of the Punjab which.played a prominent part in recruiting during the 
war, in spreading the Caliphate movement, and in undermining the loyalty of the 
-Army by getting at all ranks in this way Avhen on. leave. Peviewing the situation as 
a whole, we doubt whether the non-co-operation movement will succeed, but there are 
elements of danger in it and Gandhi's influence is a very powerful factor with many. 
The situation is not free from anxiety, and requires constant vigilance. 

7. There is great election activity. Moslem extremists will probably make the 
Caliphate question the main plank, b u t extremist Hindus on the whole, especially 
Tilak, show a disposition to fear that connexion with the Caliphate movement may 
prejudice their chances of capturing the new councils. Mohamedan candidates in 
the United Provinces took advantage of the Caliphate conference to impress on the. 
Mohamedan public the services they are rendering to the community in connexion 
with the Caliphate. 

8. I t is reported from Madras that there is some labour trouble due to strikes in 
the petrol and oil trade and in electric supply works, and though some employees are
returning to work at the Madura, mills, many are still out owing to the efforts of 
Joseph Barrister to k e ep the union alive. Lack of funds renders this difficult; the 
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public will not subscribe. The North-Western Railway strike was settled yesterday, 
9th June , practically on the terms offered by the agent on 26th-27th May. 

Information from Lahore states that two-thirds of the shop men returned to work 
this morning, and it is considered that the back of the strike is broken. 

9. The following report comes from Ranikhet in the United Provinces :—British 
soldiers have created disturbances in the Sadar Bazaar, Ranikhet, being dissatified with 
the anticipated effect of the new" pay.rules. There was some looting. The United 
Provinces Government considers the position grave, and fears that if the men's 
discontent is not removed they will refuse to attend parades and to perform other 
duties. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Payments under the Treaty of Peace with Germany.— On 12th June the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies sent the following telegram to the Governors-General of 
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand :— 

The Government of Germany have drawn attention to the provisions of Article 306, 
para. 4, of the Treaty of Peace with regard to the payment of sums accrued where 
rights are withheld in virtue of special war measures. Apparently such sums must 
be claimed through the clearing office, but in many cases the persons concerned will 
not be able to claim as they will not know what measures were taken or the amount 
which they could claim. Accordingly the Government of Germany suggest that the 
Governments concerned should undertake to communicate to each other as soon as 
possible exact lists of the rights in question and the sums accumulated, and still 
accumulating, to be dealt with under the paragraph mentioned. The proposed lists 
should show (1) the owner, the object, official designation of the patent, copyright, &c , " 
and the registry number ; (2) the indication of the war measure, viz., the date, nature 
of issuing authority, ami particulars of beneficiaries; (3) particulars of payments 
cxaclod from beneficiaries; (4) amount of payments already made, in arrears, and 
payable in future; (5) the designation and address of the individual or department 
whose duty it is to make the payment to the owner. 

As regards the United Kingdom His Majesty's Government are prepared to 
comply with .the request, but will not guarantee that information supplied as to the 
ownership of any particular patent, &o, is correct. Are your Ministers willing to 
make a similar arrangement ? 

CANADA. 

Export of Meat Products from the United Kingdom.-In reply to a telegram of 
7th dune, on the subject of export of meat and meat products from the United 
Kingdom to Canada, the Governor-General telegraphed on 21st June as follows: — 
My Ministers represent that this matter has received the careful consideration of the 
Department of Agriculture, and although the system of inspection for meat and meat 
products in the United Kingdom does not fulfil the requirements and regulations in 
operation in this country, inasmuch as the importation of meat products from the 
United Kingdom to the United States is permitted under the system of certification 
indicated in the memoranda included in your despatch of 23rd February, No. 117, 
the Department of Agriculture is prepared to agree to accept the certification issue 
under the same conditions as for this country, only understanding, however, that this 
is purely a temporary measure, and until arrangements more in accordance with 
the meat inspection regulations of this country can be made by the Imperial 
authorities. 

Miscellaneous.—The Director of Information reports as follows :  -
I . Business conditions throughout Canada are generally satisfactory. Bank 

clearings for the first week of June were 24 per cent, in excess of those for the 
corresponding period last year. 

2. Crop conditions all over Western Canada continue very favourable. 
3. The Minister of Customs has given notice in Parliament of legislation which 

will authorize the licensing of exports of goods which are necessary or desirable for 
the use or consumption of the people of Canada. While newsprint paper is not 
included, it is understood that the legislation is designed to meet the requirements of 



-Canadian publishers by "providing for tbe refusal of export licenses unless the needs 
of the publishers are first met. 

4. The Honourable C. 0 . Baliantyne, M.P., Minister of Marine, announces that 
the Dominion Government has accepted from the Imperial authorities one cruiser, two 
destroyers, and two submarines, and that additional naval estimates amounting to 
2,200,000 dollars will be submitted. There will be no decision on the subject of the 
permanent naval policy until after the Imperial Conference next year. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Meat.—The following telegram from the Governor-General of New Zealand was 
received by the Secretary of State on 9th June :— 

Having regard to the position as set out in the late communication from the 
Prime Minister [B.E.R., xix., p. 10], and the further representations which the High 
Commissioner is making regarding those producers who, owing to delayed shipxhng 
and congestion of storage, have the prospect before, them of being unable to freeze 
their stock before 30th June, the decision conveyed in your cipher telegram of 26th 
May [ibid, p. 11] was received with great regret. These present representations from 
the High Commissioner are earnestly commended to the favourable consideration of 
His Majesty's Government. A disquieting development of the position lies in.the 
quick action on the part of American meat companies, in particular Armour &. Co., 
in endeavouring to secure a trade footing in the Dominion. There exists legislation 
which confers upon my Ministers ample powers to prevent this. These powers are 
being exercised, but having regard to the great financial resources and widespread 
influences of these American meat companies my Ministers can but realize that in 
enabling the Dominion effectively to maintain its (? trade) position, especially as 
regards a reliable market in the United Kingdom for its frozen meat in the immediate 
future, the active support of His Majesty's Government is a most necessary factor. It 
is realized that as a matter of expediency the shipping to America of a portion of the 
meat stocks at present stored in the Dominion provides a useful method of meeting 
the immediate position, and, further, that later some measure of trade in meat with 
America, if at any time any surplus above British requirements exists, may be of 
business value : but my Ministers feel that it would be greatly preferable under open 
trading conditions to possess a reliable market in the home country for the bulk of 
the Dominion's meat. 

Having regard to the proved malpractices of the American companies, lately 
made known by the reports of the Commission set up by the Government of the 
United States and by the methods adopted in recent years by these companies in the 
Argentine, my Prime Minister is of the opinion that an immediate necessity exists for 
combating strongly their present activities in New Zealand ; and that in order to do 
this effectively the co-operation - of His Majesty's Government is necessary in every 
way, particularly as regards the early provision of the best facilities possible under 
the forthcoming conditions for a good market in the United Kingdom for New 
Zealand meat, which will not be adversely influenced by American operations and 
which will provide New Zealand producers with as reasonable a return, for their 
output as existing circumstances permit. My Ministers are impressed by the fact 
that a tendency is being evinced by banks and large mercantile companies to support 
the incoming of American companies, and, while having full regard to the current 
position in respect of finance, they realize that serious disabilities may arise in the 
near future unless a strong and effective stand be adopted now. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Claims against Germany.—On 17th June the Governor-General of South Africa 
telegraphed as follows to the Secretary of State :— 

My Ministers anticipate that the claim to be presented by the Government of the 
"Union of South Africa to the Reparation Commission will be in the neighbourhood of 
7,000,000Z. in respect of the folfowing items : - ( a ) Debts incurred by the Government 
of Germany and clue to Union nationals ; (b) claim for goods /which at the outbreak 
of war were in. transit in enemy vessels ; (o) claim for loss of life and personal 
effects ; (d) claim in respect of property, money invested in Germany, &c, confiscated 
by the Government of Germany ; (e) claim for damages for wrongful arrest, internment, 
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&c.; (/) claim by the Government of the Union of South Africa for pensions, 
separation allowances, &c. 

Some claims in connexion with loss of life and damage as the result of enemy 
action have not yet been received, and investigations and examination of claims 
already recorded are not yet completed ; but my Ministers desire that the Reparation 
Commission should be advised that the approximate amount of the claims by the 
Government of the Union of South Africa is as stated. 

General Smuts and South. African Unity.—Reuter's agent reported from Cape
town on 19th June that General Smuts, as Chairman of the head Committee of the 
South African Party; in an open letter to the Party on the subject of re-union, had 
announced that he would call a congress of the Party at Bloemfontein on 22nd 
September, to consider the question of South African Unity according to the following 
principles, which the Committee intended to lay down as a basis of re-union:—First, 
the people of South Africa have no desire to limit its future political development as a 
free people, and leave the door open for the evolution of that freedom under Divine 
Providence, recognizing at the same time that any far-reaching change in the form of 
Government can only rest on the broad basis of the united will of the people, i.e., of 
all sections of the white population. Secondly, it is accepted that it is not in the 
best interests of South Africa to agitate for any change in our form of Government as 
laid down in the Constitution, and that our constitutional development should be left 
to the natural course of circumstances. Thirdly, no obligations or responsibilities 
towards other parts of the British Empire, or other countries, which are contrary to 
the interests or derogate from the existing status of South Africa, shall be undertaken. 

The SoutfcWest Africa Protectorate.- On 17th June Reuter 's Capetown agent 
telegraphed as follows :— 

To-day General Smuts, in the Union House of Assembly, moved a resolution for 
the extension of the Treaty of Peace and South-West Africa Mandate Acts until July 
1921. He explained that the object of the Acts had still to be carried out to a 
considerable extent, notably as regards the property of German subjects not domiciled 
in the Union. Another object of the Act was.to give the necessary power for carrying 
out the mandate. This had not yet been received, and he did not know when it 
would arrive. A s a result the Government was placed in a difficulty, for they had to 
go on with their task. They had been governing the South-West Protectorate under 
a mild form of martial l aw; but that position was indefensible and injustice might 
be done to the population of the South-West. General Smuts said he thought they 
ought to take up the position that they had a mandate, the general scope of which 
was set out in section 22 of the Peace Treaty. He considered they should adopt the 
attitude that they ought to go on with the settlement and government of that country, 
that they should exercise the trust imposed upon them on 7 th May 1920, and arrange 
a proper government as required by the provisions of the Act. He detailed the steps 
already taken in the direction of establishing proper provisions for good government, 
and announced that during the recess he hoped to visit the South-West territory to 
meet all sections of the community and discuss the present circumstances and 
problems with them. Mr. Merriman seconded the resolution and took the opportunity 
to pay a tribute to the administration of Sir Howard Gorges. 

Telgraphing again two days later he reported that the Union House of Assembly 
had accepted the motion, in view of the fact that the object for which the Acts had 
been introduced still remained, to a considerable extent, to be carried out. 

An amendment in favour of the appointment of a representative Parliamentary 
Commission to conduct an inquiry into the question of the future government of the-
Protectorate was adopted. 

The Nationalists alone voted against the motion. 

The report of Sir Howard Gorges, Administrator of the Protectorate of South-
West Africa, says that, on the whole, progress during the last year was satisfactory. 
Relations between all sections of the community have been better, and the country is 
settling down to work: it needs an increased population, but immigrants-without 
capital are not suitable. For the first time since the occupation, revenue'has over
taken expenditure and there should be little or no financial difficulty during the next 
few years, provided that the diamond industry continues in its present favourable 
condition. 



Lord and Lady Buxton.-On 17th June a farewell banquet was. given tb Lord 
-and Lady Buxton at Pretoria, and ReuteFs agent telegraphed tbe gist of His 
Excellency's speech as follows 

South Africans should be thankful that during the period of the war they had 
been immune from the ills which befell other countries, and had been able to steer an 
even keel. (Applause.) They might congratulate themselves also that the Union, 
which was a Union entirely of their own creation, had fully justified its existence. 
(Loud cheers.) The Union had not brought about the millenium. There had been 
most anxious difficulties and problems to deal with, yet he did not think that anyone 
could deny that every year of its existence the Union had strengthened and solidified 
its position. (Cheers.) It had acquired the best of all possessions, confidence in its 
own powers, reliance on its own resources, and belief in its future. (Hear, hear.) 

His Excellency, in a brilliant peroration,, laid great stress on the fact that the 
Union still, had to justify its existence in quieter times, in times of peace. It had 
problems to face far transcending those of the other Dominions, and must overcome 
provincial sentiment, feeling, jealousies, and antipathies, the relics of the past. It 
must allow the past to sink into oblivion, and bring about a friendly and permanent 
fusion of the two great white races. (Loud cheers.) " Nationality here," the 
Governor-General concluded, " cannot be racial. It can. only exist if it blends 
together on terms of equality and unity the great qualities of the two white races of 
South Africa. (Cheers.) Together they can form one nation, but no nation can be 
formed from one race. (Hear, hear.) . I t has been a source of deep satisfaction to me 
to feel that, even for a short period, I have been associated with a country with such 
a remarkable individuality, such a deep interest aftd such a splendid outlook before 
it." (Loud and prolonged cheers.) 

The native gathering on the racecourse gave the Governor-General a roirsing 
reception with most picturesque native hymns and cries of greeting. Lord Buxton, 
in his address, referred to the victory of the King and the Allies in the great, war, ' 
-and laid stress on the loyalty of the chiefs and natives who were law-abiding and 
peaceful, a fact which the King had noted and greatly appreciated. His Excellency 
-also referred to the fact that the Native Bill had been read for a second time in the 
Union House of Assembly without a division, which indicated that there was a body 
of public opinion in the Union which believed that a real and genuine step forward 
should be taken in the interests of the natives. He next referred to the appointment 
of native commissioners who would advise the Government in all matters affecting 
the natives. 

" There is no snake in the grass," declared Lord Buxton, with pointed emphasis, 
and he asked them to pvit away any suspicion they might have, and believe that the 
Government and Parliament were anxious to make a genuine attempt to enable the 
natives to express their views and get into better touch with the European community. 
Further proposals for their advancement were under consideration. 

Three days later there was a banquet at Johannesburg in honour of the Governor-
General and Lady Buxton. According to Renter 's correspondent in his after-dinner 
speech his Lordship referred to the heavy taxation in the United Kingdom which 
" was not pleasant, but was being borne with fortitude and without complaint." This 
was received with a large outburst of cheering, and it was evident'that the Johannes
burghers were much pleased when the Governor-General declared that the relations 
between workers and employers had much improved and praised the success obtained 
-at the round-table conferences. He urged all parties in a spirit of conciliation to 
meet in the very strongest fashion the emergency due to the position of the low-grade 
mines. (Cheers.) A matter of transcending importance was the relations between 
the two -white races and it was a most promising sign that, in spite of the bitter past, 
their relations in the Transvaal were better to-day than in any other part of the . 
Union. (Loud cheers.) 

American Trade Bureau.—ReuteFs Paris correspondent telegraphed on. 10th 
June saying:—Mr. Perry J . Sevenson, of Washington, has arrived in Paris on his way 
to Johannesburg (South Africa) to open the first office in that country on behalf of 
the United States Department of Commerce. The very friendly attitude of South 
Africa towards the United States, coupled with the big commercial possibilities of . 
the country, are, it is explained, responsible for the decision to establish a bureau 
there. America has conducted three trade investigations in South Africa, one in 1912 

-on cotton goods, the second in 1915 on agricultural machiuery, and the third on. 



electrlcal goods which is still proceeding. In the course of an interview, Mr. Sevenson. 
said that trade between South Africa and the United States was increasing steadily 
every year, and that, with the establishment of a permanent trade bureau there, the
commercial relations of the two countries would be largely stimulated. 

The Asiatic Question.—Reuter's Capetown correspondent reported on 10th June 
that the Minister of the Interior, replying to a question in the Union House of 
Assembly, had stated that an official had been appointed, and that the restrictions
would be partially relaxed with a view to facilitating the repatriation of Indians in. 
accordance with the recommendations of 27th May [B.E.R., xviii., p. I I ] . 



[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.] 

: Printed for the Cabinet. 9 \ 

S E C R E T . 

BRITISH E M P I R E REPORT. 

No. 21. 7th July 1920. 

CONTENTS. 

Colonies, Protectorates, &c. 
The Special Reuter Service. 
Rhodesia.—Native Policy. 
Egypt.—The Wheat Situation and the Cotton Supply. The Bomb Outrages. 
Palestine.-Message for Emir Feisal. Protest against the Appointment of Sir 

Herbert Samuel. 

India. 

Afghan Delegation. The Viceroy's Weekly Reports. 

The Dominions. 
Mandates for former German Colonies. Schleswig Treaty. League of Nations. 

Anglo-Japanese Alliance. The Special Reuter Service. 
Canada.—Franco-Canadian Commercial Conventions. Miscellaneous. 
Australia.—Wool. Butter. 
New Zealand.—Opening of Parliament. Repatriation of German Nationals. 

Profits on the Sale of Wool. Meat. Consular Records of Samoa. Proposed 
Re-establishment of the German Consulates. 

South Africa.—Proposed Re-establishment of the German Consulates. The 
League of Nations : Extracts from General Smuts' Important Review. Prince 
Arthur of Connaught. Lord and Lady Buxton. 

Newfoundland.—Proposed Re-establishment of German Consulates. 



The Special Renter,Service.—On 24th June the Secretary of State telegraphed 
to the Governors of the Straits Settlements, Hong Kong, Gibraltar, and Nyasaland, 
the Officers Administering the Governments of Ceylon, Malta, the East Africa 
Protectorate and Uganda, and the Acting President at Zanzibar, saying, with reference 
to his telegram of 25th March, that it was proposed to continue the special Reuter 
service for a further three months from 1st July op the existing conditions, and that 
it was presumed that this arrangement would be acceptable. By 30th September 
the contributions to the service on the part of the Dominions and the Colonies would 
have been in operation for a year, and with a view to considering the question of 
continuance after that date, His Majesty's Government would be glad to be furnished 
by telegraph, if possible by the middle of August, with the views of their Governments, 
first, as to the extent to which the service had been utilized by newspapers and the 
degree of prominence given; secondly, as to its value from the Imperial point of 
view; and thirdly, as to their willingness or otherwise to continue to contribute. 

RHODESIA. 

Native Policy.—Reuter's agent telegraphed from Salisbury (Rhodesia) on 22nd 
J une as follows:—With reference to the reply of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines 
Protection Society in the Times of 16th June to a letter from the Bishop of Rhodesia 
of 11th June, in which the Bishop defends the policy of the British Government 
towards the natives in his diocese, it is pointed out here, that there are no differences 
between the Administration and the elected members of the Legislature on questions 
of native policy. As a matter of fact, members generally in the discussion of the vote 
for the Native Affairs Department recognized the satisfactory character of native 
administration. 

EGYPT. 

The Wheat Situation and the Cotton Supply [B.E.R., xx., p . 2].—Telegraphing on 
29th June Lord Cnrzon replied to Lord AUenby's message of 20th June [No. 605] as 
follows [No. 583]:—The Wheat Commission cannot give any undertaking to provide 
Egypt with 300,000 tons of wheat during the year ending May 1922 ; but the Commis
sion state that they have gpod reason to hope that supplies will be forthcoming, and as 
long as they continue to function they will do their best to help Webb to obtain his 
requirements. 

In view of these assurances it is hoped that the reduction of the cotton area will 
not be such as to preclude the possibility of obtaining at least a f)£.-million kantar 
crop. The Board of Trade regard any reduction wdth the gravest misgiving as the 
British cotton industry is absolutely dependent on the Egyptian crop for the finer 
grades of cotton, and, whilst recognizing that some reduction is inevitable, urge that 
it should be kept as small as possible. 

The Bomb Outrages.—On 27th June Lord Allenby reported [Mo. 622] that, as the 
result of investigations ordered by himself, he had now been advised by competent 
authorities that the bomb attacks on Ministers were the outcome of an organized 
conspiracy, of which Abdul Rahman Fahmi was the ringleader. He had ordered his 
arrest, and, unless he were instructed to the contrary, should perquisition his house. 
The evidence to hand showed that Zaghloul and the local Zaghloulist Committee- had 
strongly opposed the methods adopted by the " Revenge Society " with which Abdul. 
Rahman had identified himself. 

In another telegram [No. 659], sent on 5th July, Lord Allenby said that at least. 
50 other persons would be tried with Abdul Rahman on a charge of attempting to 
overthrow the Government by various methods, such as incitements to murder the 
Sultan and his Ministers, actual attempts to murder the latter, and the distribution of 
firearms. 



PALESTINE. 

Message for Emir Feisal.— On 24th June Lord Curzon instructed [No. 568] 
Lord Allenby to communicate the following message [No. 569] to Emir Feisal if he 
- saw no objection :— . 

His Majesty's Government have the honour to inform your Highness that His 
Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to appoint Sir Herbert Samuel to be 
High Commissioner and Comrnander-in-Chief in Palestine, for the purpose of setting
up a civil administration to replace the existing military administration in that 
country. Sir Herbert Samuel is authorized to communicate with your Highness on 
all cprestions affecting his duties, and has been instructed to refer to His Majesty's 
GoVernment such local questions as your Highness may desire to raise. In view, 
however, of the close connexion between your Highness and Field-Marshal Lord 
Allenby, which dates from the time when your gallant troops co-operated with him 
in freeing Syria and Palestine from Turkish rule, His Majesty's Government will 
always be ready to communicate with your Highness through him, when the occasion 
-arises. 

Protest against the Appointment of Sir Herbert Samuel.—On 24th June General 
Pols reported' from Jerusalem [No. 104] that a protest had been delivered by the 
Moslem-Christian Society protesting against the appointment of Sir Herbert Samuel 
-and saying that neither could the inhabitants recognize him, nor the Society accept 
any responsibility for disturbances of the peace. The appointment was regarded as 
the first step towards the formation of a national home for Zionists in the midst of the 
.Arab people. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xx., p. 3] .--The Viceroy transmitted [759 S.] on 
19th June a long telegram from Mr. Dobbs, in which the latter represented that, 
seeing that six months had gone by since the first proposals for the conference had 
been put forward, the primary objects of staving off possible hostilities during the 
hot weather, and of counteracting the ill effects of the Caliphate agitation on Afghan 
minds, had been attained. He was strongly of opinion that the time had come, under 
the changed conditions, to define clearly what we expected from Afghanistan, and 
what we were prepared to do for Afghanistan, including an explicit statement 
regarding subsidy. He begged, therefore, that the policy of the conference might 
be reconsidered. 

The Viceroy called attention to the AmiFs evident and desperate need of ready 
money. He gave general support to Mr. Dobbs' belief that if we were prepared to 
state definitely to the Aghans what help we were ready to give, they would undertake 
-on their side to refrain from intrigues with our frontier tribes, to prevent Kabul 
being used as a centre of activity by Indian revolutionaries, and to block the passage 
of Bolshevik propaganda to India. The view of the Government of India was that 
in the changed circumstances it would be unwise to insist on a further period of 
probation, and. that they should be authorized to make a clear statement of what they 
were prepared to give the Afghans in the shape of a subsidy in return for the action 
required of them. The Viceroy asked for instructions. 

A further telegram from Mr. Dobbs was transmitted [773 SJ by the Viceroy on 
24th June, in which it was stated that, after a long discussion on Afghan instigation 
of our frontier tribes, the Afghan delegates had assured Mr. Dobbs that if the outcome 
of the conference was friendship there would be no further cause for complaint in 
that respect. Mr. Dobbs added that Tarsi had evinced considerable impatience to 
return to Kabul in order to regain his personal influence there, and he feared it would 
be difficult to retain him at Mussoorie much longer. 

On the following day the Viceroy transmitted [783 S.] the information received 
from Mr. Dobbs, that he had announced to the Afghan delegates what were our 
intentions regarding the Mahsud country. The announcement evidently perturbed 
them, but Mr. Dobbs did not anticipate any protest while they were in India, as they 
were impatiently awaiting a detailed statement of the benefits which we were prepared 
-to offer. 



Before the receipt of the last two messages the Secretary of State telegraphed' 
[P. 4838] on 24th June to the Viceroy, in reply to his request contained in his
telegram [759 S.]. Tie understood that authority was required for the payment of a 
-subsidy of 18 lakhs in return for satisfactory assurances regarding the cessation 
of incitation of the tribes, the denial of shelter for hostile influences, and the
non-encouragement of Indian agitators. The Secretary of State recognized the 
change in the situation, and, on the understanding that the treaty would contain a 
provision making the continued payment of the subsidy conditional on the "fulfilment 
of the undertakings indicated above, be sanctioned the proposal put forward by the 
Viceroy, subject to being satisfied on two points. These were (1) the situation that 
would arise if our bid for Afghan friendship were not large enough, and the Amir 
should make it an occasion for bargaining with the Bolsheviks, and then raising "his 
terms to us ; and (2) the desirability of obtaining control of foreign, relations in 
return for tbe subsidy, with the possibility of a loan and treaty on the lines of the 
Anglo-Persian agreement. 

In his reply [788 S.] despatched on 27th June the Viceroy was able to satisfy the 
Secretary of State that point'(1) was unlikely to arise, and that if it did, the situation 
would be no worse than it would be if we refused to state our terms now; and on 
point (2) that there was no prospect of the Afghans consenting formally to ou r 
control of their foreign relations, although, if friendship were established, it was riot 
unlikely that in practice they would consult us freely; and that a loan would be
unacceptable to tbe Afghans, for fear that their inability to pay might be made a 
pretext for our interference in their internal affairs. The Viceroy transmitted also-
Mr. Dobbs' report that the Afghan delegates were being pressed from Kabul to return 
-without delay, and were showing great impatience. 

On 29th June the Secretary of State informed the Viceroy that ' his views had 
been,accepted, and authorized him to act accordingly. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The Viceroy's weekly reports for 19th and 
2 6th-June were as follows :  -

I. (19th June.) - T h e Hunter Report is still the main topic of discussion, and the
publications of the extremists, both European and Indian, exacerbate racial feeling 
and are calculated to prejudice the position of the moderates, though the latter 
condemn the Report too. At the Council meeting of the National Liberal Federation, 
of India, under the presidency of Surandranath Banerji, resolutions wrere passed 
expressing disappointment at the conclusions of the Majority Report, urging the
punishment of officers who gravely abused power, expressing disappointment at the 
wholly inadequate punishment of General Dyer, condemning the encomium paid, to-
Sir Michael 0'Dwyer, and pressing for a stronger mark of disapprobation. It is 
reported from the Punjab that the educated classes in general disapprove of the 
findings of the Majority Report, though the effect of its publication is said to have 
been good on the more sober minded, and that of your' despatch has already been 
beneficial. But the Tribune and other Punjab papers favour the idea of further 
agitation to secure justice for the people in connexion with the disturbances. 
Dissatisfaction is expressed at Mr. Thompsohs returning as Chief Secretary. 

2. Further reports of proceedings at Allahabad show t h a t : (i) The public meeting 
was of no importance and was only held to gratify local curiosity, (ii) The conference 
of Ulema declared hijrat to be optional and not obligatory, (hi) At the first meeting
of the Central Caliphate Committee high feeling was displayed at the views of the 
Congress Committee in regard to non-co-operation, Abdul Bari accusing the Hindus 
of playing with the Mohamedans. (iv) At the first meeting of the Hindu-Moslem 
leaders, Moti Lai Nehru and Malaviya made it clear that they were not convinced of 
the practicability of non-co-operation or of the need of the whole programme outlined,, 
and that they wanted to consider the question more fully. Shaukat Ah demanded an 
immediate decision, (v) At the second joint meeting, Sind and Madras were 
declared to be ripe for action, but not Bengal. The extremist Moslem leaders 
advocated the joining any Afghan army that might invade India to drive out the 
British. The Hindu leaders demanded an explanation and made it clear that at the 
first sign of such a danger the Hindus would cease to co-operate and would actively 
oppose. Lajpat Rai emphasized the point that the question to Hindus was political,, 
not religious, and that Hindu help would be offered to Moslems only so far as the 
political betterment of the Indian nation was concerned:. and Gandhi assured his 
support as long as the Mohamedans did not adopt violent or other " insane methods."' 



-On the subject of non-co-operation no linal decision was arrived a t ; the consideration 
of the special congress which should be held in Calcutta in August was awaited, 
(vi) The special featm-es of the second meeting of the Central Caliphate Committee, 
apart from the resolutions reported last week, were Gandhi :s assumption of a dictator
:ship and the Moslem leaders' acquiescence ; Gandhi explained that if the Mohamedans 
wished to go beyond the four stages, he would stand aside and watch in silence. In 
the course of the proceedings the extremist policy was outlined thus : the main idea 
was never to give the British any rest, and to foster hatred of them among 
Mohamedans iu India and. throughout the w o r l d - t o take full advantage of their 
preoccupations in Ireland, Mesopotamia and Afghanistan with the view of ultimately 
overthrowing their power in the interests of Islam. The methods of achieving this 
to be (a) in India—the winning over of the servants of the Government who are already 
discontented—promoting discontent among the labouring classes and encouraging 
unions ; (6) abroad—to utilize Muhajiken to stir up trouble against Great Britain. 
Gnly men useless in India to perform hijrat—real workers to remain in India—and 
no hijrat en masse. 

3. There are no signs "that the extremist programme is being more favourably 
received - s o b e r opinion, in spite of the very general bitter feelings excited by the 
iu l l text of the Turkish peace terms, now received in India, is against the policy 
outlined in the preceding paragraph, and the Hindu extremists will not accept it, 

-except as a political bargain on certain conditions. B. C. Pal's dream of the 
possibility of driving the British out of India in five years through Hindu-Moslem 
unity, is improbable of realization, as the extremist Mohamedans work for Islam and 
not for India. There are no fresh developments of the Caliphate agitation and non
co-operation movement. 

Proposals made seriatim were adopted, to the effect that Id should not be 
-celebrated this year, and the money spent on Id should be saved and contributed to 
the Caliphate fund, now running rather low. In some quarters Mohamedans 
complain that they are tired of subscriptions, and ignorant of the use to which they 
-are put, as no accounts are kept. Delhi is reported to have been more than ordinarily 
quiet during the past fortnight. The proceedings of the Allahabad, Conference are 

-almost untouched. The arrival of Maulana Mahhaj Hasan in Delhi caused no 
excitement. 

Punjab reports that more emigrants have proceeded to Afghanistan, ami one 
Mohaniedan D.C. of that province writes:—-" Whatever may be the fate of the 
emigration movement, hijrat of men's minds towards Kabul has commenced." 
The movement itself received but little support. The National Liberal Federation 
has passed resolutions urging alteration of the peace terms with Turkey with a view 
.to the conciliation of Moslem sentiment, but at the same time strongly disapproving 
the "mischievous movement" of non-co-operation. The Nizam of Hyderabad has 
discontinued grants to the editor of.Zamindar (Lahore) and his son for having taken 
part in politics and neglected the work entrusted to them by the Hyderabad Darbar 
of the translation of the history of (? England). 

4. Generally speaking, the situation is not disquieting, but the efforts of fanatical 
Maulvis may cause trouble, and attempts to seduce the troops may meet with success, 
as there are signs of dissatisfaction in accordance with the spirit of the times, spreading 
somewhat in the Indian Army, and being encouraged by similar dissatisfaction in the 
British regiments now stationed in India, which may react unfavourably on the Indian 
units. Reports have been received to the effect that some sepoys of the 53rd Sikhs 
and sowars of the 1.1th Lancers recently refused to receive pay on the ground of its 
inadequacy—but they were eventually persuaded to take it. In another instance,. 
Pathan sepoys frequent the house of a Hindu who lectures on the Caliphate and. 
preaches that success depends on the efforts of the Mohamedan sepoys. We are
considering what measures are possible to counteract these influences. The grievances 
of certain British regiments, e.g., the Welch Fusiliers and the 8th Essex Regiment, 
which are due to the rate of exchange at which pay is drawn, are receiving the close 
-attention of the military authorities. The disturbance at Ranikhet was due to 
the same dissatisfaction. 

5. Election activity continues unabated. (? Bihar) reports that in some consti
tueiicies even rival Congress men are seeking election, and that iu all constituencies 
where there is at present no Congress candidate, one will be run. In Bengal the 

. anti-landlord agitation continues, and rural seats will be fought against the repre

.-sentatives of the Zamindars. 
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6. The termination of the North-Western Railway strike is much appreciated ;: 
the public were gravely inconvenienced and much damage was done to trade, 
especially in Amritsar. But we have just received news that the strike has been 
renewed in the carriage and wagon department. The Railway Board is wiring" 
details of this to you. The employees of the railway workshops at Oibrugarh (Assam) 
struck work for a substantial increase in wages, but the strike was settled the same 
day by a promise of 25 per cent, rise, though some of the staff were out for 50 per 
cent. There was no outside interference. 

7. The extremists in some parts of India intend to combine the discontent arising 
out. of the Hunter. Committee Report and the Caliphate to embarrass the Government. 

II . (26th June.) The Hunter Report still looms large in the Press. Sir Michael 
0'Dwyer's letter to The Times is severely criticized, and has evoked further b i t ter 
ness. An Upper India report indicates that the feeling against the Majority Report 
is increasing and that it meets with general disapproval on account of the reported 
excesses of martial law officers and the recent action of the European. Association and., 
the planters of Bihar. From Assam, however, we lenrn that there has so far been 
little or no comment on the Report and despatches, and from the United Provinces
that the publication of the Report has caused no stir in the districts. There has been 
some criticism also of the Minority Report for its findings as to the Satyagraha move
ment. The resolutions of the Liberal Association, condemning the Majority Report, 
have been taken to indicate that there is little real difference between the Extremists
and the Moderates. We have in previous telegrams explained why the Moderates find, 
it necessary to take this line. 

2. The political situation generally has been quieter otherwise. 
From Madras it is reported that the Mohamedans in the districts are not in the

least interested in the political situation, One municipal councillor in a small town 
and an honorary magistrate in another have resigned office, but they are men of no
education and the action has gone unnoticed. Yakub Hassan's lead is not being 
followed. Many who promised douations to the Central Caliphate Committee Under 
the spell of Shaukat Aii's eloquence now decline to pay, and dissensions are reported 
in the Committee itself. The Prince of Arcot, the leading Mohamedan in Madras, has 
kept aloof from the movement. 

-Bombay.—The sub-committee appointed at Allahabad to work out the non-co
operation programme having assembled at Bombay, Gandhi was authorized to draft 
two letters to the Viceroy on. the subject of non-co-operation. The first of these,, 
signed by Moslems alone, gives notice that non-co-operation is to begin and calls
upon the Viceroy to join the movement; the second is a personal letter from Gandhi. 

These two documents were sent under the following covering letter from 
G a n d h i : -

I enclose herewith a representation signed by Moslem representatives and 
another by me, for submission to his Excellency. The Moslem representation 
does not bear the original signatures as it was circulated in different parts of 
India and the signatures were authorized by telegraph. Some of the signatures, 
are on soiled paper, but the authority in every case is in the possession of the 
Central Caliphate Committee. 

I do not wish to say anything about the representations, but will only express 
the hope that they will receive clue weight from his Excellency. 
The gist of the documents themselves is as follows :— 
I. The Moslem representation :—Para. 1. The signatories claim, to represent the 

largest body of Moslem opinion. The Turkish peace terms have wounded t h e 
religious susceptibilities of all Moslems and are a violation of the obligations of the 
Sunnis as well as contrary to the pledges of British Ministers which secured 
the recruitment of Indian Moslems during the war. 

Para. 2. The Turkish Empire representing the Caliphate is " treated by the 
British Empire in the same manner as a defeated enemy " ; the just and reasonable 
sentiment of Indian Moslems should be taken into account:—

(a) The idea of the punishment of the Sultan by curtailment of (?) temporal 
power is intolerable. 

(b) The misrule of Turkey has not been proved, and a commission of enquiry is 
asked for. 

(c) The principle of self-determination is accepted. 



Para. 3. The British Government should therefore be asked to secure a revision 
of the Turkish peace terms, and should be told that i n the event of failing to do so 
the Viceroy will make common cause with the people of India even to the point of 
resignation, a course Avh i ch would have been adopted i n similar circumstances by the 
Ministers of any self-governing Colony. 

Para. 4. Otherwise from 1st August next the policy of non-co-operation wi l l be 
enforced, and both their co-religionists and the Hindus will be asked to join in the 
movement. 

Para. 5. This is not a threat. A claim to be loyal subjects of the Crown is put 
forward, but that is subservient to loyalty to Islam, and this enjoins resistance to 
those who would reduce the status of the Caliphate. ' 

Para. 6. They hope non-co-operation will not be necessary, but should it be, 
everj' effort will be made to avoid violence. Non-co-operation will be in progressive 
stages to ensure (a) the least possible dislike to Government, (b) the control of popvdar 
feeling. 

Of the 82 signatories, two are from the delegation, 12 from the United Provinces 
(representing six districts), 12 from Bombaj'', 3 from. Bengal, 10 from Bihar and 
Orissa (representing four districts), 3 from the Punjab, 45 from Madras, of whom 22 
are from Trichinopoly; they consist mainly of lawyers and merchants, with seven 
honorary magistrates, of whom one is a retired deputy-collector. No one is a member 
of the Imperial or any Legislative Council, but there are four ex-members. With the 
exception of the extremists Abdul Bari, Hassrat Mohani, Shaukat Ali, Chotani, Yakub 
Hasan, Mazhayul Haq and Kitchlew, there is a noteworthy absence of well-known 
names or names which carry weight in the provinces, but further signatures may be 
sent later. 

2. Gandhi's letter:—(1) Explains his reason for associating himself with the 
Caliphate question. Early in the war, seeing how deeply the Mohamedans in India 
were moved by Turkey's entry into the war, he urged them to express their fears and 
hopes in a disciplined manner. During the war they behaved with restraint, and the 
turbulent sections were kept by the leaders under complete control. 

(2) The peace terms and the Government of India's defence were equally a shock 
to Mohameclan opinion ; and i t is incumbent on staunch Hindus wishing to live on terms 
of close established friendship with Moslem countrymen to stand by them now. Doth 
Hindus and Moslems have lost faith in British justice, and this feeling is aggravated 
by the Hunter Report and despatches. 

(3) The alternatives are either to sever connexion with British rule or to restore 
confidence by rectifying wrong. He, still retaining belief in the British constitution, 
accepts the latter course, and enjoins as a means of securing this end, the witli
drawal of co-operation from the Government unless the Turkish terms are revised. 
The other possibility, violence or hijral, which at one time found favour with 
Mohamedans is deprecated on utilitarian grounds. The necessity of direct action is 
recognized, and the only Signified and constitutional form is non-co-operation, i.e., 
the right of the subject to refuse to assist a ruler who misrules. Grave risks are 
admitted, but the fear of risks now means graver risks to come involving the 
destruction of law or order. 

(4) Escape from non-co-operation is still possible by the Viceroy himself leading 
the Caliphate movement. 

The Bombay Chronicle advises the new committee to take no action pending the 
decision of the special congress which will probably be held in August. The 
occasion of Maulana Mahmud Hasan 's arrival in Bombay was attempted to be utilized 
by Shaukat Ali and the Caliphate Committee for political purposes, but met with no 
particular success. He was presented with, an address urging him to lead the 
Caliphate agitation, and was given the title of Shaikh-ul-Hind, but reports from 
elsewhere show that he i s likely to hold aloof from politics. 

Sind.—A lull in the campaign of misrepresentation is reported, though two 
Mohamedans of the Upper Sind Frontier refused to pajr the land revenue on pro-
Turkish grounds ; recovery of the money by legal process was ordered. Similar 
refusals will be experienced elsewhere in Sincl, but the movement i s not likely to be 
dangerous. 

Bengal.—General uncertainty as to the desirability of continuing the propaganda 
prevails in Mofussil, and the leaders returned from the Allahabad conference have as 
yet given no useful lead. There is no present sign that the conference has given any 



impetus to the movement in Bengal or dissipated the general scepticism with which 
it is viewer!, l^8- 25,000 were allotted to the Central Caliphate Committee, and the 
question of sending a secret mission to the Amir to extract a promise that Indian 
Moslems leaving India would he given various concessions facilitating their settlement 
in Afghanistan was discussed.but with no practical result. The efforts made to give 
the hijrat movement a footing in Bengal have so far been fruitless. 

The United Provinces report that all local Caliphate organizations in the
province were looking to the joint meeting for a. lead which it has failed to give. 
The meeting is described as a complete fiasco. 

The majority of the Moslems present are reported to have favoured a cautious 
policy, though the extreme party by taunts and violence carried the day. In the 
result the meeting handed the lead wholly over to Gandhi, aided by a small 
committee on which the majority of the principal Moslems are not included. The 
general feeling in the province as the result of the meeting appears to be that the 
Caliphate meeting will effect l i t t le; but the surrender of Thrace to Greece, and the 
alleged broken pledges of the British Minister will rankle long with. Moslems. The 
feeling of bitterness among the Moslems is increasing and the position of loyalists 
in some places is made difficult. There is no readiness yet on the part of the Moslems 
to surrender titles and honorary offices. Maulana Abul Khair of Ghazipur has been 
served with a notice that if be does not renounce his title of Shams-ul-ulama at once 
they will not pray behind him at Id. The attack is largely due to old enmities with. 
Abdul Bail. It is understood that this has been met by the substitution of Maulana's 
son as leader of prayers. 

The Central Provinces report that Shaukat Ali, passing through Nagpur 
recently, declared that since the Allahabad Caliphate Conference, a further meeting at 
Bombay had decided to abandon non-co-operation in four stages and to introduce full 
non-co-operation immediately on. the expiry of the months notice to the Viceroy. 
This, however, is not in accordance with Ganclhi's statement. The local Caliphate" 
agitation is likely to die out as the local leaders are lukewarm and neither Mobamedans 
nor Hindus are prepared to resign their posts unless assured of financial support. 

Assam.—The leading Mohamedans of Sylhet do not countenance the disloyal 
propaganda, and the success obtained by local agitation is inconsiderable. 

From the North-West Frontier Province it is reported that the policy of. non
co-operation adopted by the Allahabad Conference has hitherto found no sympathy. 
There are indications that the fictitious agitation is gradually becoming discredited 
and that the saner element is rallying to the side of the Government. The Hindus 
have definitely dropped out of the agitation. The hijrat figures available to date are 133. 
Emigrants come chiefly from .the central Punjab districts, Delhi, and Peshawar city. 
In the majority of cases they are impecunious people of the lower class influenced by 
the hope of material betterment by emigration to Afghanistan. A comprehensive 
scheme has been drawn up for the hijrat propaganda in rural tracts and a list of 
volunteers to collect funds from villagers prepared. So far, however, no action has 
been taken in this direction, though the danger of the scheme if materialized is 
obvious. 

3. The general result of the Allahabad meeting is of little political consequence, 
and the situation so far has not changed for the worse thereby. We must now await the 
effect of Gandhi's next move and of the special Congress meeting. At the Tinnevelly 
meeting, Srinavasa Iyengar declared that the Caliphate question was primarily the 
concern of Mohamedans, and that Hindus should not side with one section or the 
other. The Moslem League must decide this, and also what measure of help they 
desire from Hindus : non-co-operation was controversial, and he would give no 
opinion till after the special Congress. -Non-co-operation continues to be criticized 
by the moderate Press. Subscriptions to the Caliphate movement are slackening, and 
the opinion is gaining ground that expenditure on deputations is useless, and that 
Mohamed Ali must be spending large sums of money to no purpose in Europe. 
Proposals have been made that no Moslems should leave India on pilgrimage to Mecca, 
this year, but, should instead give money to the Caliphate movement, but the scheme 
has not materialized. Our provision of facilities for intending pilgrims has been a. 
source of satisfaction. 

At the same time tbe endeavours to seduce the loyalty of the troops are believed' 
to. be increasing, and this subject is receiving our careful attention. We have 
addressed the Local Governments, requesting them to take vigorous steps to detect 



--and punish seditious propagandists of this type, and we have to-day conferred with 
the Punjab and the United Provinces and the military authorities on the whole 
-question with a view to considering on what lines concerted action can best be taken. 
Special steps will be taken to track seditious propagandists who attempt to tamper 
with soldiers or recruiting, and to collect evidence against them with a view to 
prosecution. We are also consulting the law officers as to the legal position should 
it be found necessary to prosecute Gandhi or Shaukat Ali in the event of the non
co-operation movement securing substantial support. 

4. Election activity continues, much of the violence of speech-making being 
campaigning tactics to catch voters. Organized propaganda among tenants is' 
proceeding in the United Provinces through the agency of Kisan Sabha. 

At Pabna, at a district conference under the presidency of Sir Ashutosh 
Choudhury, a retired High Court judge, resolutions were passed declaring the reforms 
inadequate, unsatisfactory and disappointing, and urging that only those who 
-accepted the Congress resolutions should be returned members of the new Council. 
Resolutions urging the Bill of Rights, the revision of the Turkish peace terms, and 
the retention of the Bengal Regiment were passed. There has also been some 
-criticism in the Press on the proposed disbandment of the battalion. In the closing 
conference Sir A. Choudhury declared he would join the Congress, and try to reconcile 
moderates and extremists. 

The provincial conference at Tinnevelly passed a resolution confirming that of 
the Amritsar Congress with only four dissentients. In spite of protests from Mrs. 
Besant and Shastri a further resolution was carried urging the electorate to return at 
the coming elections only those who accepted the Amritsar Congress resolutions. 
Lajput Rai has published an announcement sajung he will not stand for the Legislative 
"Council, and will advise others to boycott the reforms owing to dissatisfaction over 
the Hunter Report. 

He proposes the organization of a Defence Committee to make the boycott 
effective against any person who does stand for election. 

5. There is. considerable labour and economic unrest. Madras reports several 
strikes in progress. A meeting of employers and labour requested the Government 
to appoint a committee to enquire into the causes of the present unrest and the 
remedies to be applied. The question is being considered by the Madras Government. 
In Bengal, the economic situation is generally unsatisfactory. The demand for 
Government action with regard to high prices is growing, and notice has been given 
of a private bill to deal with profiteering. The labour situation on railways is 
somewhat improving, though the possibility of agitators causing trouble on the East 
Indian Railway "must be borne in mind. From the United Provinces it is reported 
that the Lahore strike was beginning to react unfavourably on the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway, whose employees held a meeting and drew up demands. The 
movement, however, is not gaining strength. The strike situation at Lahore is 
stationary; the men are returning and there are indications of a desire to resume 
work. The strikers at present of far less consequence than it was three weeks ago. 
-Signs of labour unrest are reported from Jamshedpur. The deputation of representa
tives of labour wished to proceed to Bombay to interview the directors, but the Labour 
Association has since informed the committee that the directors will visit Jamshedpur 
by the end of the month to meet the labour representatives and announce what, 
-further concessions they propose to make. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Mandates for former German Colonies.—The following telegram from the 
"Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa was sent on 30th June :—It is hoped to get mandates, 
for all former German Colonies settled at Brussels, with a view to signature at Spa. 
In order to avoid the necessity for the ratification the draft conventions prepared 
for this purpose have been turned into declarations containing the following provision: 
The present declaration shall be submitted to the Council of the League of Nations 

-for confirmation. I t will come into force on such confirmation. 
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It is also provided tha t :—On ratifying the Treaty of Versailles, the United. 
States will have full power to adhere to the present declaration. 

It is proposed that all declarations, including those relating to Central Africa,, 
should he signed on behalf of all the Dominions. I should be glad if your Govern
ment would nominate a representative to sign on their behalf. Copies of the draft 
declarations follow by mail. You are informed confidentially that Japan is still 
maintaining the objection previously urged, but every effort will be made to secure
her agreement. 

Schleswig Treaty.—The following telegram was sent by the Secretary of State for; 
the Colonies to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa on 29th June :—Now that the plebiscite has. been carried out in the Schleswig
area, the sovereignty of the portion to be transferred to Denmark, in accordance with, 
the last sentence of Article 110 of the Treaty of Peace with Germany, must be 
conveyed by a subsidiary treaty, a convention dealing with other matters as stipulated 
in Article 114, such as nationality and transfer of obligations, being also prepared.. 
The Danish Government represent that internal troubles are to be apprehended unless
sovereignty be transferred at once, and the Allies are anxious to sign the necessary 
instruments without delay. Please telegraph the name of a representative to sign, 
on behalf of your Government. 

In connexion with this matter Lord Curzon telegraphed to Lord Derby as follows
on 29th June :— 

The Colonial Office have entered a vehement protest against the system which, 
has been followed in this case as it has given them no adequate opportunity to
communicate with the Dominion Governments. They are asking the Dominion 
Governments by telegraph whom they wish to appoint as their representatives to
sign the instruments, but in any case the Dominion representatives cannot be certain, 
of attending in Paris on 2nd July, and there must therefore be a provision inserted, 
enabling the treaty to be signed by the named plenipotentiaries at any period within, 
a month from the date borne by the treaty. Unless the names of the Dominion 
plenipotentiaries are received before the final draft for signature is prepared, the
names of the High Commissioners who have signed recent treaties should be inserted 
in the preamble, and the formula employed in the Air Convention, enabling other
plenipotentiaries to sign the instrument, must be inserted. 

In response to the above Lord Derby reported [No. 783] from Paris on 
1st July that he had secured the postponement of signature until the morning of 5th. 
July, and hoped it might be possible for the Dominion plenipotentiaries to arrive in 
time. 

League of Nations.—On 23rd June ,the Secretary of State for the Colonies
telegraphed the following message for their Prime Ministers to the Governors-General 
of Australia, New Zealand and South Africa :—-

First. The Secretary General of the League of Nations has asked that you may
be informed by telegraph that the Council of the League have telegraphed to the 
President of the United States of America asking whether, in accordance with 
Article 5 of the Covenant, he would be prepared to summon an Assembly to meet at 
some date between 1st and 15th November in some European city, preferably 
Brussels. 

Second. In view of this telegram to the President of the United States of 
America, the Council trusts that the members of the League will consider the selection 
of their representatives for the Assembly in accordance with Article 3 of the Covenant. 
Should any member desire to raise any question at the meeting of the Assembly the
Secretary-General would be glad to receive the necessary notice and documents not 
later than 15th July, in order that the subject may appear on the Agenda. He has 
sent a letter containing full details, including the provisional Agenda which is being
telegraphed separately. 

Anglo-Japanese Alliance.—On 21-th June the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
telegraphed to the Governors-General of Canada', Australia, New Zealand, and South 
Africa the following text of the declaration which it was proposed by the Japanese 
and British Governments to address to the League of Nations :— 

The Governments of Great Britain and Japan have come to the conclusion, 
that, though in harmony with the spirit of the Covenant of the League of Nations, 
the Anglo-Japanese agreement of 13th July 1911, now existing between the i r 



two countries, is not entirely consistent with the letter of that Covenant which 
both Governments earnestly desire to respect. Accordingly they have the honour 
jointly to inform the League that they recognize the principle that if the 
said agreement be continued after July 1921 it must be in a form which is 
not inconsistent with that Covenant. . 
Lord Milner continued as follows : This declaration, your Ministers will observe, 

does not commit us to a renewal of the alliance in this or any other form. It was 
the intention of His MajestyV Government to bring the whole question of the renewal 
of the alliance before the British Empire Delegation, but this procedure is not 
practicable owing to the non-representation of Australia and South Africa. 

Notice must be given before 13th July next, in view of the terms of para. 2 of 
Article 20 of the Covenant of the League of Nations, and Article 6 of the Anglo-
Japanese Agreement of 1911. 

In reply to this the Governor-General of Canada telegraphed on 29th June saying 
that no objection was seen by his Government to the proposed course of action. 

The Special Reuter Service.—A telegram identical with that printed on page 2 was 
sent to the Governors-General of New Zealand and South Africa. 

' CANADA. 

Franco-Canadian Commercial Conventions [B.E.IL, xix, p. 9] .—On 6th July the 
Governor-General reported that by Order in Council approved that day, his Ministers 
had declared the willingness of the Government of Canada to admit French products 
to the advantage of the Canadian intermediate tariff, in return for the extension to 
Canada by the French Government of the tariff rates under the old t reaty; this 
temporary arrangement to continue until an opportunity should have been given to 
negotiate a new treaty of a permanent character. 

Miscellaneous.—The Director of Information reports as follows :— 
1. The Canada-AVest Indies Trade Conference has ended. The text of the 

agreement will not be published until 4th August, but it carries the assent of all the 
delegates and provides for an increase in the mutual tariff preference now granted, 
and an extension of the list of products upon which preference has been given, 
besides including in the mutual preference all of the British West Indian colonies. 
It also contemplates mutual co-operation for the maintenance of an improved steam
ship service and better cable communications. The agreement is subject to the 
approval of the legislatures of all the Colonies and of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies in London. 

2 . The Canadian shipbuilding industry is to be assisted in taking foreign orders by 
an arrangement under which the Government, guarantees the notes of such purchasers 
of vessels up to 50 per cent, of the value of tonnage of 3,700 tons and over. Under 
this arrangement orders for between $25,000,000 and $30,000,000 are expected from' 
France. 

3. Canadian exports to the United Kingdom during May were valued at 
$19,115,000, and the imports were worth $23,804,000. 

4. Supplementary estimates totalling $62,000,000 introduced in the Canadian 
House of Commons include a loan of $25,000,000.to the Grand Trunk Railway and 
an. additional $9,550,000, for soldiers' pensions. The sessional indemnities of 
Members of Parliament are to be increased to. $4,000 ; that of the Leader of the 
Opposition and those of Cabinet Ministers to '$10 ,000 . Increases have also been 
passed for members of the judiciary and the Speakers of the Senate and. of the House 
of Commons, the latter to have $6,000 each. 

5. Business conditions are very satisfactory throughout the Dominion, Bank 
clearings for the third, week in June being 21 per cent, in excess of those for the 
corresponding week of last year.. 

6. Canadian crop conditions, especially in the West, are excellent, and the 
prospects of a big grain yield are good, 

" AUSTRALIA. 

Wool [B.E.R., xiv., p. 8].—The Secretary of State for the Colonies informed the 
Governor-General of Australia on 24th June that he had learnt from the Minister of 



Munitions that the auditors had now certified that the Australian share of the profits 
from the commencement of the scheme up to 31st March 1919 as 6,486,9911. 

On 3rd July the following message from the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth 
was also received :  -

Australian wool growers and wool-selling brokers have with my concurrence 
decided to commence public auction sales in Australia of the 1920 (? 1921) clip about 
1st October. The growers' and brokers' councils intend to appoint representatives in 
"London in order to carry on negotiations with the Department of Munitions for-the-, 
purpose of restricting offerings of British owned wool. 

Butter [B.E.R., xii., p . 8].—On 1st July, tbe Secretary of State for the Colonies
telegraphed the following information to the Governor-General:—The Food Controller 
states that a contract bas now been made with the representatives of Australian 
producers for the purchase of exportable surplus Australian butter from 1st September 
1920 to 31st March 1921. The terms of the contract have been communicated to 
the High Commissioner, who, it is understood, has informed the Commonwealth 
Government. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Opening of Parliament.—The Governor-General bas reported that he opened 
Parliament on 25th June.. 

Repatriation of German Nationals.—On 29th June the Governor-General of New 
Zealand informed the Secretary of State that his Government had decided to 
repatriate all late enemy nationals who desired, to return to Germany, and that it would, 
be glad if the Imperial Government would permit such Germans to land in Great 
Britain and facilitate their transport thence to Germany. 

Profits on Sale of Wool [B.E.R., x., p . 8.]—On 3rd July, the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies sent the following telegram to the Governor-General:—Very full 
consideration has recently been given by His Majesty's Government to the question of 
interim payments to be made to the account of profits arising under the Imperial 
wool purchase accounts. Up to the beginning of May last the amount at the credit 
of the wool accounts was insufficient to pay the interest due to the Treasury, but 
since then a credit balance has accrued which will steadily increase in proportion to 
the sales effected month by month. After consultation with the Australian Govern
ment, His Majesty's Government have offered to pay the Commonwealth, about 
30th June, their share of the profits ascertained from the commencement of the 
purchase scheme up to 31st March 1919, provided that the auditors' certificate 
relating to such profits be accepted as final. His Majesty's Government are prepared 
at once to make a similar arrangement with the New Zealand Government. The 
accounts just completed for the year ended 31st March 1919 show that, tbe New 
Zealand share of the profits for that year is 991,6442., which, added to the sum 
accruing up to 31st March 1918 (vide accounts forwarded in my Despatch, 25th March, 
Secret), make a total of 1,619,0692., which His Majesty's Government are now prepared 
to pay the New Zealand Government, provided the accounts as certified by the auditors 
be accepted as final, and provided that the dividend thus distributed shall be regarded 
as an interim dividend, and the final dividends shall be based on ascertained profits 
over the whole of the clips purchased. 

Included in the 991,6442. mentioned above is the sum of 22,3182. added to New 
. Zealand's share of the profits in accordance with this arrangement, in respect of the 
small portion of the 1918-19 clip marketed before 31st March 1919. 

In computing the New Zealand share of profits on wool shorn after 30th J u n e 
1918 effect will be given to the arrangement made between the Minister of Munitions 
and your Prime Minister by letters exchanged London, August 1918 (see my Despatch 
of 19th September 1918, No. 176), which arrangements were confirmed through the 
High Commissioner 26th March last, viz., that for wool shorn during that period a 
share of profit actually realized should be paid to New Zealand calculated at the same 
rate per pound of wool delivered as is paid to the Commonwealth Government for 
wool delivered during the same period, always provided that in no case can the bonus 
paid to New Zealand exceed 100 per cent, of the profit actually realized on the last 

. two clips of New Zealand wool. 



Meal,—On 30th June the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies in regard to the la t te rV telegram of 26th May [B.E.R., xix, p. 11], 
saying that he was desired by his Prime Minister to convey the following urgent 
representations :—On behalf of the producers of the Dominion the Prime Minister 
again respectfully urges the necessity for at least one month's extension of the requi 
sitiou, for two reasons : firstly, the j season in New Zealand has been very late, and 
meat is still coming in and likely to come in for some weeks ; and secondly, a very 
considerable delay arose from the congestion of stores-hi England, and, in' conse
-quence, the freezing stores in New Zealand became blocked. The Prime Minister 
desires to point out that what is happening now is not only a matter of inconvenience 
but a serious loss to producers in different parts of New Zealand. His Govern
ment, therefore, hope that in the special circumstances the Imperial authorities will 
-agree to extend the period of requisition, at any rate to 31st July next, 

Consular Records of Samoa.-On 29th June the Governor-General telegraphed to 
the Secretary of State as follows :— 

The- Government of New Zealand desires the permission of the Imperial 
-Government to take possession of the consular records of Samoa, which are now 
stored in the old British consulate at Apia. These records date back to about 1847, 
and it is understood that most of them are preserved in the Colonial Office either in 
the original or in duplicate. The collection generally at the present time is in a bad 
state, owing to ravages of insects, and it is essential that some better provision should 
be made for their custody if they are to be saved from total destruction. The 
collection includes - statistical records which should form part of the records of the 
new civil administration of Western Samoa, and many other documents of the very 
greatest interest to New Zealand and of some historical value. The Government will 
be very glad to take charge of the records which are not required for the, purposes of 
the Samoan administration, and after bringing them to die Dominion would have 
them properly classified, catalogued and preserved for the benefit of students and 
-others interested in the history of the Western Pacific. If you assent to this course 
the Government will be glad to be advised of your decision by telegraph in order 
that prompt steps may be taken to save these records from further deterioration. 

Proposed Re-establishment of German Consulates.—The following telegram from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies was sent to the Governor-General of New 
Zealand on 2nd J u l y : - I  n the event of the German Government reporting the 
intention to re-establish consular representation in New Zealand, it is proposed to 
reply that there is no objection in principle to the re-establishment, and to ask to 
whom the German Government propose to entrust appointments. Do your Ministers 
concur? Your Government would of course be consulted before any individual is 
-accepted, and in the event of the German Government selecting officers not acceptable, 
they would be asked to nominate other persons for approval. In this connexion, it 
is understood.that die French Government propose to postpone consideration of the 
question of the re-establishment of German. Consuls in France until an agreement has 
been reached with regard to economic relations between the two countries, but it is 
not proposed to adopt a similar policy so far as the United Kingdom is concerned. 

SOUTH AFRICA, 

Proposed Re-establishment of German Gonsidatcs [B.E.R., xvii., p . 9],—Referring 
to the Governor-Generars telegram of 30th April, which stated that his Ministers had 
no objection to the re-establishment of German Consulates in South Africa provided 
they were consulted as to individual appointments, the Secretary of State sent the 
following message on the 2nd July :—The German Government desire to appoint as 
Oonsul-General at Cape Town Hang, who before the war was Consul at Johannesburg. 
His Majesty's Government would be glad to learn whether your Ministers have any 
reason for objecting to this nomination. In this connexion your Ministers may like 
to know that the French Government propose to postpone consideration of the question 
of the-establishment of German Consuls in .France until an agreement has been 
reached with regard to economic relations between the two countries, but it is not 
proposed to adopt a similar policy so far as the United Kingdom is concerned. 

18-1 D 



The League of Nations : Extracts from General Smuts' Important Review.— 
Eeuter 's Capetown agent telegraphed.,as follows on 4th June:—Genera l Smuts, in. 
the House of Assembly to-day, replying in the debate on the League of Nations, 
admitted that so far, in its early days, the League of Nations had not. responded to
the great hopes entertained of it, and he said so with the greatest sorrow. " Let 
them not rejoice over its failure," he continued, " but rather, in the words of 
Mr. Merriman, ' pray that it might be made a reality and a real power.' Let them bend 
their energies and lend their, strength to make the institution a reality in the affairs
of the world." (Cheers.) Several circumstances militated against the success of the 
League, the greatest of all, perhaps, was what he might call the " defection of" 
America." There was no doubt that the League had been largely dependent on the 
strength and support of America for its initial success. America could have brought 
to the League influences and resources absolutely needed to-day, but she had not 
chosen the part of a moral leader of the world. He hoped that time was coming when 
America would understand and appreciate what the position was. Whatever the
reason was it did not become them to pass judgment on America. It might be that 
after the Presidential election America would take up her true position and help t o 
pull the League through its initial difficulties. 

The second difficulty was the apparent supersession of the League of Nations
by the Supreme Council which led to the impression that the Supreme Council 
was usurping the functions of the League and tha t the latter was being pushed 
into the background. General Smuts hoped that the time was not far off when the 
Council would recognize that it was best the two bodies should, combine. . . . -
Great Britain and France were left responsible for the state of affairs which had 
arisen in the world and had to-be remedied. It was hopeless to expect that two 
Powers could right the situation, which was daily becoming worse. 

If this situation continued he was afraid they were running very grave risks. 
The danger was that other Powers would combine and range themselves against 
these two and the world would again be drawn into dissensions on these grounds. 

The third blow was undoubtedly the Polish war, which had done more to
make people realize the apparent impotency of the League than anything else. It 
was only by focussing public opinion on these events that they would be able to 
right the situation. He believed public opinion was forming against the act ion.of 
Poland, which would have the result that the action of Poland might give the 
League its opportunity of making people recognize that, unless the League was-
forced to arid did take action; the future of Europe would be very dark indeed. 

The situation was going from bad to worse, and unless they could mobilize a 
tremendous force of public opinion all over the world, he did not see what would 
happen in the old world, and that was why he felt their debate might have its little -' 
share of -influence in assisting the formation of that public opinion which would 
eventually force the Great Powers to support the League and br ing about a better
state of affairs. 

Referring to the point raised in relation to the position of the British Empire,. 
General Smuts said the British Empire to-day consisted of a number of free nations
under a common sovereign, who had to conduct their affairs on a common basis, and 
tbe question was : How could that be done now that the old system had departed ? 
The problem that now arose was : How were they now-going to conduct the affairs of 
this Empire on a, common basis where they had no longer one Great Power speaking 
for the whole, but six independent and equal free members of this great League ? -

Referring to this new position of the Dominions, General Smuts said that the
time had come to clear up the situation which had arisen. . . . The only way 
was to call for this purpose a constitutional Conference, and he hoped the Conference,, 
if called together next year, would be able to go thoroughly into the whole position,, 
and, on the basis of the equality of the various parts of the British Empire, frame a 
scheme which would make it possible for them to be free and equal, but subject to
the retention of the affairs of the Empire, in which all are interested, on a common 
basis. 

The common ground that should be taken up, not otily by the Dominions but . 
also by the British Government, was that no resolution could, be taken which -was
binding on any part of theJEmpire, without its free consent, and the only way to give
effect to this view would be the adoption of the Conference system. 



Prince Arthur of Connaught.—Reuter's Capetown agent telegraphed on 23rd J u n e 
saying that the whole-hearted enthusiasm of Parliament on the appointment of Prince 
Arthur of Connaught was reflected throughout the country. The wisdom of His 
Majesty's decision was applauded, and undoubtedly the whole of South Africa 
regarded this direct link with the King as a great compliment. 

Lord and Lady Buxton.—Reuter's Durban agent reports that on 22nd J u n e 
Lord and Lady Buxton paid a farewell visit to the Chief of the Zulu nation at 
Mafitzburg, which proved an-impressive and touching parting. 

From the body of the hall, he says, Manzolwandhli, the son of Cetewayo, rose up 
and as a Chief of the royal Zulu blood expressed his thanks for the beneficent British 
rule. Chief Mini said that Lord Buxton was " t h e ears, eyes and mouthpiece of 
His Majesty, for whom they felt whole-hearted devotion." The Chief further appealed 
to Lord Buxton, if the occasion arose, to speak for the Zulu nation in the British 
Parliament. The Zulus, he continued, had given assistance in the great war and if 
assistance were again needed they were prepared to die for their King and country. 

The Governor-General thanked the Zulus for their exceUent behaviour during 
the war and for their active assistance, and assured them that the Native Bill was 
intended as a real step towards their advancement. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Proposed Re-establishmsnt of German Consulates.—A telegram identical with that 
sent to the Governor-General of New Zealand was despatched to the Governor of 
Newfoundland on 2nd July. (See under "New Zealand," p. 13.) 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs are taken from the Report of the Ministry of Labour for 
the week ending 17th July :— . 

Labour Conferences.— The annual conferences of the National Union of Railwaymen 
and the Miners' Federation of Great Britain have now been concluded. Both con
ferences have had to deal with wages demands which affect the Government and with 
Government schemes for the future control of the industry. The railwaymen accepted 
the recent 'wages award, and showed themselves favourable to the Ministry of 
Transports scheme. On the other hand, the miners have put in a double demand 
for increased wages and reduced prices, and have declared a most determined 
opposition to the Ministry of Mines Bill. 

The Trades Union Congress and Ireland.—The most important event of the 
week in this connexion is the holding of the special meeting of the Trades Union 
Congress on the 13th' July. In drawing attention to the leading features of the 
Congress it may first be remarked how definitely the Irish question has assumed 
the place of first importance. I t will be remembered that in point of time the 
incident of the Jolly George preceded the North Wall incident, and that the embargo 
of the National Union of Railwaymen on Polish munitions, though recalled when 
first put to the test, and the embargo of the International Federation of Trade 
Unions on Hungary both took place about, the same time as the North Wall incident. 
Immediately before the Congress, too, appeared the second interim report of the Labour 
Delegation to Russia. There were thus at least four important topics which the Trades 
Union Congress might have discussed, namely, Russia, Polish munitions, Hungary and 
Ireland. The Russian question, as a whole, however, was excluded on the plea that 
the matter was in the hands of a joint body representing the Trades Union Congress 
and the National Labour Party.- The Hungarian question was ignored, and Polish 
munitions were only incidentally dealt with in one phrase of the miners' resolution. 
The emergency resolution on Russia deals only with the decisions of the Spa , 
Conference. These facts are some indication of the deep interest of the British trade 
unions in Irish affairs, wdrich affect their membership. They also, perhaps, indicate a 
desire on the part of the leaders cf the trade union movement not to invite defeat by. 
dissipating the energies of the movement. 

With regard to the resolutions actually passed, the principle of the resolution 
formulated by the National Union of Railwaymen is that, while the Government are 
considered responsible for the present state of affairs in Ireland, the British trade 
union movement calls for a' truce, and calls upon both sides in Ireland to contribute 
to the making of that trace. Further, the resolution envisages nothing more than 
Dominion Home Rule for Ireland. This restriction, and this hint that action on the 
part of Sinn Fein as well as of the Government is necessary, appear to have caused 
much of the hostility to the resolution. The Congress rejected by considerable 
majorities resolutions in favour of absolute self-determination and in favour of a 
plebiscite of the Irish people. The passing of the miners' resolution, which may be 
coupled with the rejection of Mr. Bromley's amendment to the railwaymen's resolution, 
is an indication that the Congress refuse to sit in judgment on the two parties in 
Ireland, but, having adopted the policy of truce, prefer to secure the adoption of that 
policy in Ireland by exerting pressure on the British Government alone. 

The course of action which will be adopted now by the Parliamentary Committee 
of the Trades Union Congress is not too clear, but it was indicated that the resolutions 
of the Congress would be put before the Government and that, while the Government 
considered the resolutions, it would be the duty of every trade union to ballot their 
members or to take similar steps to ascertain the views of the rank and file on a strike 
policy. I t does not appear that the Parliamentary Committee will assume the 
responsibility of interpreting these ballots, or any replies the Government may make. 
There will be yet another Congress to review the situation before any drastic action is
taken. 

The British Trades Union Congress in their discussion of the Irish question, by 
taking into consideration all the political factors involved, have failed to decide the 
question which was the original cause of their meeting, namely, the refusal of some 



trade unionists to handle mil i tary goods. The Scottish Trades Union Congress,' 
however, on the 10th July, at Glasgow, called upon the members of the affiliated 
unions to refuse " to manufacture, handle, or transport munitions or t roops" intended 
for use in Ireland. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xxi, p. 3J.—A telegram from Mr. Dobbs dated 8th 
July was transmitted [842 S.] by the Viceroy on 10th July, and contained information 
to the following effect:—At the official discussion held on 8th July, the Afghans put 
forward-a clause asking for renewal of subsidy and. free grant of material. This was 
on the ground that they had signed the peace treaty under the impression that the 
frontier demarcation of last year would be rectified in their favour as regarded the 
possession of Torkham. As Mr. Dobbs 'had been made aware beforehand that the 
delegates were forced to have an official discussion on this point in order to satisfy 
Nadir Khan, who averred that his defensive schemes in the neighbourhood of Dakka 
were useless with Torkham in our possession, the discussion of nearly five hours' 
duration was merely a put up job. 

On 15th July the Viceroy transmitted [867 S.] a further telegram from Mr. Dobbs, 
who related that at the sitting of the. 13th July he had emphasized the grave exception 
that the Government of India worrld take to any attempt to subsidize Indian Caliphate 
Committees, of which he had received intimation. Tarsi admitted that some such 
action had been in contemplation and tried to justify it on the ground, of religious 
sympathy. Mr. Dobbs thought that his strong expression of opinion would put an 
end to this matter. At the meeting of 14th July the discussion was devoted to the 
explanation of our intentions on the lines sanctioned by the Secretary of State. The 
Afghan delegates expressed themselves as very grateful for the good intentions of the 
British Government. The formal announcement by Mr. Dobbs of our intention to, 
build the railway in the Khyber elicited no protest or sign of apprehension. Tarsi 
officially expressed his strong desire that a definite treaty of friendship might be 
signed before his return to Kabul, but Mr. Dobbs held out little hope that the 
Government would approve so great a departure from the policy laid down to be 
observed by the Conference. 

The Viceroifs Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on the 2nd, 
10th and (?) 17 th J u l y : -

I. (2nd Ju ly . ) - In t e r e s t largely centres in the Hunter Report—especially in . the 
expected debate in the Commons and the rumour of General Dyer's exoneration by 
the Army Council. The Punjab Trades Association passed a resolution similar to 
that of the European Association. The Independent (Allahabad) states that Dr. Mani 
Ram intends to prosecute Sir Michael 0 'Dwyer for the murder of. his son-Madan 
Mohan, a boy of 12 killed at Jallianwala Bagh, and offers to open a subscription list 
for the purpose of collecting the necessary funds. The Punjab Government state 
that the Report continues to be adversely criticized by the educated classes, but that 
the agitation is likely to receive more attention outside the province than in it. 
Bombay say that the feeling is deepening. 

2. The general effect on the public of the Mphamedans' representation and 
Gandhi's letter remains to be seen. Raza Ali, a member of the United Provinces 
Council, has wired that the Shias equally with the Sunnis feel the fate of Turkey and 
the custody of holy places (?), and therefore Gandhi 's letter deserves careful 
consideration; non-co-operation as advocated by Gandhi is adversely criticized by the 
Leader, the Bengalee, the Tribune (Lahore) and the New India on the grounds that failure 
of the movement will emphasize the inherent weakness of Indians, while success-will 
lead to chaos and anarchy. The Amritsar Bazaar Patrika considers that the letter is 
opportune and voices the sentiment of the people. (? Gandhi) now supports Lajpat 
Rai's advocacy of an immediate boycott.of the reforms.. United Provinces wire that 
the people are anxiously waiting to see what action the Government will take on the 
representations. The Hindus are now actively and openly opposed to non-co
operation, but there is intense agitation over the Caliphate; though Id passed off 
quietly there is no abatement of Mohamedan feeling. Punjab report Id was 
everywhere peacefully celebrated. Prayers were offered in the mosques for the 



preservation of the Sultan's Caliphate and,territories ; collections were made for the-
Caliphate cause, and in many places Caliphate agitators endeavoured, with varying 
success, to persuade the people to abstain from all festivities and to treat the occasion 
as one of mourning on account of the fate of Turkey. Generally, however, Id was. 
observed by the Mohamedans of Upper India as a gala day. Violent speeches 
continue, but there is evidence of the Caliphate agitation decreasing and the extremists 
becoming more moderate in speech. A more definite lead from'' the Central Caliphate-
Committee is wanted before embarking on non-co-operation, in regard to which there 
is a widening split between Hindus and Mohamedans. At the elections for the' 
Amritsar municipality, a noteworthy extremist Mohamedan candidate was defeated. 
There have been a few more' emigrants from Punjab to Kabul and fresh names have
been registered. The North-West Frontier Province states that the hijrat movement
is gaining appreciable momentum and may lead to unrest in Peshawar. A report
that 500 emigrants were leaving (? Allahabad) for Peshawar by special train has no t 
yet been confirmed. The Maharajah of Gwalior, in a recent speech at Gwalior, 
referring to the Caliphate question, pointed out the folly of creating disturbances and 
involving dependants in misery by playing into the hands of self-seekers. He
appealed to his subjects to have no concern with any such movement and warned 
them that the result would be disastroxis. 

Bombay report that Id passed off quietly. The general feeling was one of 
curiosity as to the reply to GandhFs letter and the Mohammedan representations. 
Gandhi was strenuously endeavouring to win Hindu support by connecting the-
Hunter Report with the Caliphate as feeling over the latter was growing. The 
resolutions at the Scarborough Labour Conference are likely to give a fillip to the
agitation. 

3. The Government of Bengal are assisting released detenus and political 
prisoners to settle to peaceful occupations, and for that purpose have already granted 
Rs. 10,000. 

Jamshedpur.—As the result of a conference of the directors and the management 
with representatives of labour, further substantial concessions have been announced ; 
they are final, and conditional on the men accepting them as the maximum grant. 
They give general satisfaction to the labourers, and the liberal character of the 
concessions is appreciated. 

The situation on the North-Western Railway is much easier. A few shopmen in 
Lahore and a few running men are still out, but are gradually returning. The
passenger service is now practically normal. 

IT. (10th July).—In Bombay the feeling is growing that the agitation over the 
Hunter Report should be redoubled in the event of the results of the debate in the-
Commons being unsatisfactory. A crowded meeting of protest was held at the end, 
of June demanding the recall of the Viceroy, the impeachment of Sir M. 0'Dwyer, 
and the prosecution of General Dyer. The predominant, note, faith in British justice,, 
is shaken, and the British Parliament is now on its trial. 

2. The Caliphate agitation is now being associated with the Punjab disturbances,, 
with a view to the further exploitation of feeling ; the Caliphate agitation in itself is 
losing force (?). In Bengal, minor meetings of protest continue to be held, chiefly to
raise funds ; but the, leaders would be pleased to find a pretext for withdrawing from 
the non-co-operation programme. The economic factor overshadows everything else. 
In Bihar and Orissa there has been an almost complete lull, and an attempt to revive 
interest in the Caliphate at Id fell flat. In the United Provinces feeling in general is 
less acute ; the adherents to the policy of using religious occasions for political 
purposes are increasing in number. The extremists secured some success by refusing
to say prayers at Id behind title-holders, but there was a poor response to the

" appeal for funds. In the Central Provinces but little enthusiasm was exhibited; 
Moslems did not relish being told to obey Gandhi in all things ; the leading maulvi of 
Jubbulpur, arguing with Shaukat Ali, refused to join in the campaign as being purely 
political and in no way religious. In Delhi there has been little political action. 
Recruiting for the police amongst Mohamedans is said to be very good. The Friday
prayers have given a few extremists the means of circumventing the Seditious 
Meetings Act, and an opportunity of violent speech. Similarly, the Zamindar, a 
Lahore newspaper, announced that 500 copies has been distributed free to the imams to 
read out in mosques for the purpose of spreading the Caliphate propaganda. In the
North-West frontier Province the extremists of Peshawar met with success in the



collection of subscriptions at Id for the Caliphate Committee and the general-wearing 
of mourning; hut elsewhere but little interest was shown. The emigrants to 
Afghanistan so far number 278, but with few exceptions they are of no substance. 
Seven mahajarius. were sent back from Afghanistan after being discourteously t reated; 
this will tend to weaken the hijrat movement, though attempts to silence these seven are 
being made. But there are secret communications between the Caliphate agitators and 
independent tribes across the- border. In Bombay there has been some concentration 
on the Caliphate campaign; and there have been a few attempts in Sind to depose 
kazis not supporting the movement. We have just received a report that 1,000 
mahajarins have started by special train from Sind for Punjab en route for the 
frontier; the attitude of Afghanistan towards this invasion will be interesting. 
Muhammad Ali's telegram regarding the withdrawal of the Turkish peace terms was 
published broadcast in Urdu by the Central Caliphate Committee, who have stated in 
the press that Muhammad Ali should - be trusted, and suggested that news is being 
supp2'essed by the Government. 

3. A manifesto has been published by the non-co-operation sub-committee 
appointed by the Central Caliphate Committee, at its special meeting at Allahabad, 
indicating the plan of action. The Committee state they want the active co-operation 
of all in carrying out non-co-operation, and they also desire (corrupt) the sympathy of 
the whole country, and appeal for help from those who cannot actively participate by
way of contribution to the funds and labour. 

Should non-co-operation become necessary, the Committee decided to uphold the 
following part of the first stage, viz. : 

(i) The surrender of all titles of honour and honorary offices. 
(ii) The suspension by lawyers of practice and the settlement of ci vil disputes 

by private arbitration. 
(iii) Non-participation in Government loans. 
(iv) Boycott of Government schools by parents. 
(v) Boycott of Reformed Councils. 
(vi) Non-participation in Government parties and similar functions. 
(vii) Refusal " to accept or to offer as (corrupt)s for, especially in Turkey, 

the territories now being administered in violation of pledges. 
(viii) The vigonras prosecution of swadeshi, inducing people to be satisfied with 

the country's own productions and manufactures. 
People are asked to refrain from taking service either civil or military ; to 

suspend taking Government loans old or new from now ; and for the rest to remember 
that non-co-operation does not begin till 1st August. The Committee state that every 
effort is being made to render non-co-operation unnecessary ; they urge people not to 
act independently, but in concert with the Committee, rendering strict obedience 
to its instructions. Calmness and absolute non-violence are enjoined. 

The Leader criticizes the first stage of the movement as utterly puerile and 
ineffectual. 

There is but little indication of any sort of response to Gandhfs letter, which has 
excited amongst moderate Indians ridicule, laughter, and the belief that it is 
unworthy of serious notice. We doubt very much if many lawyers will give up 
practice in obedience to the invitation, and their failure in this respect may influence 
others to refuse to give up service. 

Election activity continues; Lajpat Rai's policy of boycott, endorsed by Gandhi, 
is not generally approved. 

There is labour unrest in places. Labour strikers are gradually returning to 
work, and Miller's influence over European employes is declining. 

Strikes are reported in the Calcutta jute mills; the latest being at the central 
jute mill at Howrah, where the European assistant was assaulted by weavers, 100 of 
whom then struck work. 

III . (? 17th July).—The Army Council decision regarding General Dyer has been 
received unfavourably by the Indian P ress ; the criticism being that the question 
in issue was not whether his action was justified or not, but what punishment he 
should receive. The decision has nevertheless -relieved the situation, which would 
have been seriously aggravated "by his exoneration. The English Press also 
generally criticizes the decisiou adversely on different grounds, though the Statesman 
says that it should be accepted by all parties as proof of the British sense of justice. 
The attitude of the Press towards the debate in the House is similarly divided. 
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The Bombay Chronicle, strenuously contends that the Cabinet decision does not.go 
far enough and that it is tinged with racial bias. The following is the summary of 
a speech just hiade by Lajpat Rai in Simla:—He viewed with satisfaction the spirit 
of democracy that was in the air in the whole country. Last yea r s episode had 
-woeful tales to tell. ' Indian rights were trampled on by foreigners and Indian life 
was considered worthless. He appealed to the audience to agitate unceasingly until 
a status equal to that of the Dominions had been secured. Let it be known to the 
Viceroy, the authorities at home, and the world at large that every inch, every bit of 
Indian life, be it that of the meanest Indian, was as sacred as that of the highest 
European in the country. The pledges of British statesmen had no meaning. 
Turkey was one victim of that. Mr. Montaghs high-sounding principles of Indian 
government were diplomatic jugglery, and the sooner India knew it the better.

2. Gandbi's latest proposal is to boycott the visit of the Prince of Wales under 
present conditions, on the ground, that royalty is above politics, and therefore 
Ministers and the Government of India should be prevented, from using His Royal 
Highness for their own political purposes. " If I can clo nothing else at, least 
" I must not become a tool in hands of the Ministers and the Government of India, 
" or allow them to make their hold on India tighter, and demonstrate to the world 
" that India is happy and contented under this rule." He would tell Ministers that 
as Indians want to give the Prince an enthusiastic welcome theyshould remove the 
Caliphate and Punjab grievances. If they did not, and if they persisted in sending 
the Prince to India, they would be responsible for placing the. people in the position 
of having to boycott the visit or the reception. The Ahmedabad branch of the 
All-India Home Rule League adopted a resolution to this effect,"but the moderates 
resent " this direct blow at the British Crown and the gross insult to the Prince " 
(Mrs. Besant). 

3. Gandhis support of Lajpat Raps determination to boycott the elections 
caused some difference in extremist circles. Yakub Hassan, writing to Shaukat Ali, 
says it cuts the ground beneath, the feet of the Caliphate agitators, and will doom non

/ co-operation to failure, and the Punjab extremists have quarrelled on this point. The 
Caliphate agitation, except in the Punjab, where violent speaking is on the increase, 
and local authorities are much exercised over the general situation, is comparatively 
quiet, and the Turkish reply to the Allies passed almost without comment. The 
extremist:leaders are uncertain how to act and are working with little co-operation 
and practical organizing power. The special session of Congress intended, to be held 
early in August and advertised for various places (Calcutta, Berhampur, Lahore) is 
now postponed to) September, and the place of meeting is still uncertain. The 
Conference of ulema reaffirmed, the Central Caliphate Committee^ programme. We 
have sanctioned the extension of the provisions of the Seditious Meetings Act for a
further period of three months in Delhi, and iu view of the results attained we believe 
this is approved (by) the moderate opinion of the city. The Punjab Government has 
proposed the extension of the Act to the whole of the Lahore Division, but we 
deprecate any action under the Act before 1st August, when the non-co-operatiop 
movement will start according to GandhPs programme. 

4. In the North-West Frontier Province two bombs were thrown during- the week, 
but no damage was done. 750 mahajarihs arrived at Peshawar from Sind by special 
train. On arrival, they were accorded an ovation aud the city was in a state 
of great excitement, though the situation is well in hand and the leaders are 
exercising a restraining influence. Special arrangements for the.' onward journey 
were made. The passage of mahajarins through, the Punjab has had a very 
disturbing influence, and we propose to arrange for the despatch of further batches 
by the Indus Valley route, avoiding large cities. 

5. AVe have issued the following communique denying the allegations of disloyalty 
of Indian troops in Persia and Constantinople :—-

Reports have been circulated to the effect that an Indian regiment mutinied 
. at Constantinople, and. in a recent speech at Paris, Mr. Mohamed All stated that 

" already in Persia it is stated, that Indian troops refused to fight." Enquiries 
have been made to ascertain whether there is any foundation for the above ; and 
the General Officer Commanding at Constantinople replied :—" Report regarding 
the mutiny of Indian troops is absolutely without foundation. Far from 
mutinying, their services in the recent operations have been remarkably good." 
The General Officer Commanding in Baghdad has too wired that there is 
absolutely no truth in the statement or in the report referred to by Mohamed Ali. 



6. Labour is becoming more (? disseminated) and organized. The Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway Workmen's Union, the Bombay Dock Workmen's Union, and the 
Bombay United Textile Workmen's Union have passed resolutions expressing 
sympathy with the North-Western Railway str ikers; condemning thei action of the 
railway authorities for the dismissal of seven men which led to the strike, and for an 
alleged breach of faith in observing the agenfs terms which led to a second strike ; 
urging the Viceroy and Secretary of State to bring about the early end of the strike ; 
and expressing their willingness to pay one day's wage as a contribution to the 
Nortb-Western Railway strikers. They condemned as unconstitutional the nomination 
by the Government of India of a representative of Indian workers to the International 
Labour Conference and the Commission of Enquiry, on the ground that this was a 
direct contravention of the articles of the League of Nations. They further resolved 
to hold an All-India Trade Union Congress at Bombay next month, and a reception 
committee, with Mr. Joseph Baptista as Chairman, was appointed. The railway strike 
at Lahore is reported to be moribund (corrupt g roup) ; 7,000 out of 11,000 strikers 
have drifted back to work in spite of the increasingly violent exhortations of the 
strike leaders. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

The Paris Sanitary Convention of 1912.—On 10th July the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies informed the Governors-Genei-al of Canada, Australia and South Africa, 
that the Committee of the International Office of Public Health was likely to consider 
at the October session the revision of the Paris Sanitary Convention of 1912. The 
French Government had recently adopted the policy of sending representatives on 
behalf of all the French Colonies which adhered to the Rome agreement of 1907, and 
thought it desirable that the British representatives at the October session should be 
as numerous as possible. Further, it would be of advantage that all the British 
delegates should have an opportunity of discussing beforehand the policy to be 
adopted with a view to harmonizing views and avoiding any appearance of conflict 
of interest between the different parts of the Empire. The Minister of Health 
accordingly suggested a preliminary meeting of the British delegates here in 
September. At such a meeting the questions of ships' hygiene and the treatment of 
venereal disease among sailors, which are also likely to come up in the October 
session, could be similarly discussed beforehand. 

Lord Milner asked that he might be informed, as to what Governments were 
likely to be represented at the October session, and as to the possibility "of the 
representative attending the preliminary meeting. 

CANADA. . 

German Consular Representation.—On 2nd July the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General saying that it was understood that the 
French Government proposed to postpone the consideration of the question of the 
re-establishment of German consuls in France until an agreement was reached with 
regard to the economic relations of the two countries. Lord Milner asked whether 
this would affect the attitude of the Canadian Ministry, and added that as far as the 
United Kingdom was concerned it was not proposed to adopt a policy similar1 to that 
of France. 

In reply to this the Governor-General reported on 6th July that his Ministers did 
not propose to adopt a policy similar to that of France, but were prepared to consider 
immediately arrangements for German consular representation in Canada. 

. New Cabinet.-On 14th July the Governor-General reported that he had sworn in 
the following as members of the new administration : — 

Hon. Arthur Meighen, First Minister and Secretary of State for External 
Affairs. -

Right Hon; Sir G. E. Foster, Minister of Trade and Commerce., : 

Right Hon. A. L. Sifton, Secretary of State and Minister of Mines. 
Hon J. A. Calder, President of Privy Council and Minister of Immigration and 

Colonization. 
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Sir Henry Drayton, Minister of Finance. 
Bight Hon. C. J. Doherty, Minister of Justice and Attorney-General. 
Flon. J . D. Reid, Minister of Railways and Canals. 
Sir James Lougheed, Minister of Interior and Superintendent-General of Indian 

Affairs. 
Hon. P. E. Blondin, Postmaster-General. 
Hon. C. C. Ballantyne, Minister of Marine aud Fisheries and Naval Service. 
Flon. G. D. Robertson, Minister of Labour. 
Hon. Hugh Guthrie, Ministry of Militia. 
Hon. S. F. Tolmie, Minister of Agriculture. 
Hon. E. W. AVigmore, Minister of Customs and Inland Revenue. 
Hon. F . B. McCurcly, Minister of Public Works. 
Ministers without Portfolio: Sir Edward Kemp and Hon. E. K. Spinney. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Imperial Naval Defence.—On 3rd July the following message from the Prime 
Minister of the Commonwealth was received by the Secretary of State :— 

The Commonwealth Government, having given most serious consideration to 
defence, finds itself in difficulties. In the first place, Australia is, in common with all 
other countries, circumscribed by financial considerations. This applies ecpially to 
military and naval defence schemes. The limitations imposed by finance are, at all 
events for the time being, insurmountable. But the Commonwealth Government, 
quite apart from this consideration, finds itself unable to say how moneys available, for 
naval defence can best be utilized. It is groping in the dark. For example, it does 
not know whether Britain approves the whole or any part of Lord Jellicoe's scheme, 
nor in regard to this or any naval policy has it any information as to the intentions of 
New Zealand, South Africa or Canada. In the circumstances we feel that we cannot 
decide in which direction we should move, and should be glad to have the views of 
the British Government and the Admiralty on the matter. Clearly if the question of 
the naval defence of the Empire is to be considered next year at the Imperial 
Conference, the Commonwealth ought not to take such steps in the interim as would 
or might be inconsistent with such policy. Will you let us know, therefore, the 
views of the British Government on Imperial defence policy for the Pacific? 

Commercial Treaties regarding the Pacific.—The Governor-General informed the 
Secretary of State, on 13th July, that the Commonwealth Government desired to be 
consulted before any commercial treaties giving a right of entry and residence in 
British possessions in the Pacific were entered into by the British Government, in 
view of the strategic importance of these possessions for the defence of the Common
wealth, and of the possibility that in preparing plans against the Commonwealth, 
against which no administrative supervision could be an adequate safeguard, foreign 
Powers having aggressive designs might seek to make use of them. The Common
wealth Government would be glad to be supplied with lists of the commercial 
treaties (and of any other treaties giving similar rights to those given by commercial 
treaties) extending to the various groups. 

Meat.—On 10th July the Governor-General replied to the telegram sent by the 
Secretary of State on 26th May [13.E.R., xix, p. 10], saying that his Government 
had communicated with all the State Governments concerned, as well as with 
producers and exporters. Queensland was willing to accept the proposal that the 
contract should expire on 30th November, but preferred 31st December, as the current 
season there does not extend beyond 30th November. All concerned in that State 
desired that sufficient tonnage for meat and by-products should be allotted to keep 
the works clear. The Government of Queensland definitely concurred in the fore-
going. As regards the Southern States, the parties concerned could not agree, 
therefore the Government of the Commonwealth suggested that His Majesty's. 
Government should itself fix the date of the contract. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Deportation of Germans from Samoa.—On 8th July the Officer Administering 
the Government telegraphed as follows to the Secretary of State in reply to his 



message of 30th June in regard to the deportation of Germans from Samoa:—-
The Government of New Zealand as a matter of public policy decided last 
December, in anticipation of the ratification of the Treaty of Peace, to repatriate 
all full-blooded German nationals resident in Western Samoa who were without 
Samoa:! native family ties, but were unable to give earlier effect to this policy of 
repatriation owing to the difficulty of securing transport. This transport did not 
become available until 16th June 1920, when the embarkation took place. Included 
among the persons repatriated were, firstly, Germans who had been interned in 
New Zealand during the war period, and who had been permitted to rejoin their 
families in Samoa pending the provision of transport to Germany, and secondly/ 
Germans who had expressed a wish to be returned to Germany. There were 
exempted from the repatriation order several elderly Germans whose health it was 
considered would be prejudicially affected by the change to a European climate after 
long residence in the tropics. 

Telegraphing again on 13th July he said that although the general policy was to 
repatriate all full-blooded Germans who were without Samoan family ties, as a 
matter of fact individual cases had been considered and decided in accordance 
with particular circumstances, such as domestic affairs, age, physical disability, 
length of tropical residence. The steamship Main had embarked 779 deportees 
and 11 German and Austrian passengers who desired to be repatriated. 

Re-establishment of German Consulates [B.E.R., xxi, p. 13].—In reply to the 
message from the Secretary of State, the Officer Administering the Government of 
New Zealand telegraphed on 17th July that the Government of New Zealand concurred 
in the proposals. 

IPooZ.—On 13th July the Officer Administering the Government reported that 
the terms proposed for the payment of the share of profits derived from wool up to 
31st March 1919 to New Zealand producers were acceptable to the Government, of 
New Zealand ; and that that Government noted with satisfaction that effect would be 
given to the arrangements which were made between the Minister of Munitions and 
the Prime Minister of New Zealand regarding the share of profits on the last twoclips
to be paid to New Zealand. 
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/ GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs are taken from the Report of the Ministry of Labour 
for the week ending 31st Ju ly :— 

Industrial Situation.—The general industrial situation, in so far as actual 
disputes are concerned, is quiet. There is no change as regards the woollen and 
worsted industry and tiie road transport industry. The Miners' Federation of Great 
Britain received the reply of the Government to their demands on the 26th J uly, and 
have decided to call a National Delegate Conference to discuss the situation on the 
12th August. 

Meetings have taken place in the course of the week between the Prime Minister 
and representatives of the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress 
and between some members of the Parliamentary Committee and representatives of 
the Irish Labour Party and Trades Union Congress. In view of the International 
Labour.and Socialist Conferences at Geneva next week, it does not appear that the 
Parliamentary Committee will be able to review the situation with regard to Ireland 
for some time. The tendency of opinion in the executive of the Irish Labour Party 
and Trades Union Congress would seem to be that they would prefer to. discuss with 
the Parliamentary Committee of the British Trades Union Congress the miners' 
resolution passed at the special Trades Union Congress, rather than the railwaymen's 
resolution, especially in the form in which the latter was presented to the Prime 
Minister on the 22nd July. 

The expiry of the last extension of the out-of-work donation scheme at the end -of 
the present month and the situation which will then arise are under consideration. 

Unemployment Insurance Bill.—The Bill received its second reading in the 
House of Lords on the 23rd July, and was considered in Committee on the 27th. 

The Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union Congress met representatives 
of friendly societies on the 22nd July, but no solution of the difference between trade 
unions and friendly societies with regard to the Bill was reached. The Parliamentary 
Committee have expressed their willingness to consider a definite scheme for a 
demarcation and exchange of functions between the two sets of bodies, and a further 
meeting may take place. A deputation from the Parliamentary Committee met the 
Prime Minister on the 22nd Ju ly and presented and explained the resolution on the 
Unemployment Insurance Bill passed at the Special Trades Union Congress on the 
13th Ju ly . 

The Labour Party.—A joint committee of the National Executive and the Parlia
mentary Labour Party has been appointed to consider the best methods of carrying 
on the work of the Advisory Committees of the Labour Party, so as to meet the needs 

- of Labour members of the House of Commons. Mr. G. D. Ii. Cole has resigned his 
position as secretary of these committees, and it has been decided to appoint in his 
place a full-time official, who will be one of the salaried staff of the Labour Party. 

Comparative Tables of Bread Purchase in Relation to Wages. 
The following tables, prepared in the Ministry of Labour, are intended to show 

bow Great Britain compares with certain continental countries as regards the quantity 
of bread purchasable with the daily wage at present current for adult workmen in 
certain typical occupations. The local variations to which both the rate of wage in 
a particular occupation-and the retail price of a particular article of food are subject 
in one and the same country at any given time have made it necessary, in order to 
ensure the utmost degree of international comparability, to consider for each country 
the wage rate and the bread price current in the capital only. Where, in the absence 
of information for the capital, it has been necessary to select some other town, the fact 
is duly indicated. 

In the case of foreign countries the wages, as well as the bread prices, are shown 
first in the foreign units of currency and weight and then in the corresponding 
English units. Conversions from foreign currency have been made in each case at 
the par of exchange, namely :—-

France, franc = 9" 6cZ.; Italy, lira - 9'6d. ; Norway, krone - 13' 3d.; Sweden, 
krona = 13"3d. 



The wages shown are in all cases time rates fixed by the most recent agreement 
known to the Department to have been reached by collective bargaining between 
employers and workers in the trade. 

') I . — R A T E OF WAGES PER DAY. 

United France I t a ly Norway Sweden
Occupation. Kingdom (Pa r i s ) . (Rome) . (Chr is t ian ia) . (Stockholm).(London) 

Building Trades. 
s. d. F r s . s. d. Lire s. d. Kroner s. d. Kroner s, d. 

BricklayerBricklayerss anandd masonmasonss -- 18 8 20 = 16 0 16-5  ^ 3 2 14-8 r : 1 6 5 13-67 = 15 2 
CarpenterCarpenterss 18 8 20 £ 16 0 13-75 = 11 0 14-4 = 1 6 0 13-67 = 15 2 
Pain ters - - 18 0 20 ^ 16 0 15-2* - 12 2 13-6 n l 5 1 16-5 4 
Labourers 16 8 16 = 12 10 9 = 7 2 8-56 = 9 6 10-71 = 11 11 

Metal and Engineering 
Trades. 

Fi t ters 16 0 20 - 16 0 14-8 -.- 11 10 15-2 = 16 11 
Riveters - 15 4 20 = 16 0 8 - 8 = 7 0 15-2 - 16 11 .— 
Smiths 16 0 22 = 17 7 16 ^ 12 10 15-2 rz 16 11 -

Miscellaneous. 

Carters 11 0 18'5 = 14 10 6-38 ^ 5 7 11-55 - 12 10 12-17 = 13 6 

Milan. 

I I . - P  R I C E OF BREAD. 

Country. Price per 4 lb. (or per kilogram) 

United Kingdom - - Is . Oyt. per 4 lb. 
France (Paris) - 1 "05 frs. per kilo. (Is . 6d. per 4 lb.). 
Italy (Milan) - U'86 lire per kilo. (Is. 2foL per 4 lb.). 
Norway (country as a whole) - 0-85 kroner per kilo. (Is. 8f-A per 4 lb. 
Sweden (country as a whole) - 0 - 70 kroner per kilo. (Is. bd. per 4 lb.). 

I I I . — N U M B E R OF 4-LB. LOAVES WHICH CAN BE PURCHASED WITH 
ONE DAY'S WAGE. 

United France I t a ly Norway SwedenOccupation. Kingdom (Par i s ) . . (Rome) . (Christiania) 1 . (Stockholm).(London) . 

Building Trades. 

Bricklayers and masons 18 10f 10f 91 ' 10f 
Carpenters - - - - 18 10* 9 9i lo t 
Painters - lOf 10 8f 1317f
Labourers - - - 16 5*'' -.9 ' 5 ! 81 

Metal and Engineering Trades. 
Fi t ters 15i 10f 9f 9f 
Riveters  14J lOf 5i 9! . - . 
Smiths 151: l i t 101 9f 

Miscellaneous. 

Carters 101 10 41 71 91 



COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

Russian Ships at Port Said.—Lord Allehby telegraphed as follows [No. 7831 on 
30th J u l y : -

The Russian fleet auxiliaries Orel and Yakut arrived at Port Said on Sthand 15th 
July respectively, with cadets from Vladivostock, and -application has heen'made to
me by the representative of the late Russian Imperial Government here to allow the 
cadets to land in Egypt, so that the vessels may be released for purposes of trade in 
the Mediterranean with a view to earning the necessary funds for the continued 
maintenance of the cadets. It appears that it is by this means that the vessels have 
worked their way through from Vladivostock, and the crews are now subsisting on the 
proceeds of the trade they have carried on. The Captain of the Orel has made a 
similar application to the Senior Naval Officer, Port Said. The Captain may try to
take the cadets to Ragusa ; but he refuses absolutely to take them to the Crimea on 
the ground that his sense of responsibility prevents him from involving the boys in. 
civil war again. 

In the meantime I cannot see my way to allow the crews to land at Port Said. 
For reasons which I have already explained, the presence of Russian refugees here is 
highly incorrect and is being increasingly adversely commented on. Both the Sultan 
and the Prime Minister reverted to the subject with me when I was at the races last 
Saturday, and said that the refugees were exercising a bad influence on the political 
situation in the country. They impressed upon me the importance of evacuating 
those here at the earliest possible moment, and I am in entire agreement with this
view. AVhile fully appreciating the difficulties of His Majesty's High Commissioner 
at Constantinople, I imagine His Majesty's Government would not wish to put 
the interests of the refugees before that of peace and order here. This is the issue. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xxii, p. 3].—On 24th July, the Viceroy transmitted 
[920 S.] Mr. Dobbs' report, dated 22nd July, of the proceedings of the meeting held 
the previous day. Miscellaneous subjects had been dealt with, and the Afghans had 
requested a full authorized translation of the entire proceedings of the Conference. 
The Viceroy announced the intention to issue for publication in due course a summary 
of the results of the Conference. 

On 20th July the Viceroy transmitted a further telegram from Mr..Dobbs saying 
that the final meeting of the Conference had been held on 24th July. Mr. Dobbs 
had addressed the delegates, pointing out that the object of the Conference, i.e., the 
removal of misunderstandings and the preparation of a way for negotiating a treaty 
of friendship, had been fulfilled. 

Tarsi had replied that, as Afghanistan at present considered a firm friendship 
with Great Britain to be necessary and useful, and the friendship of Afghanistan was 
also considered advantageous by Great Britain, there were good hopes of a successful 
issue. After an interchange of compliments, Mr. Dobbs declared the Conference 
closed. The Afghan delegates were to leave Mnssoorie on 27th July. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on the 24th and 
30th J u l y : -

I. (24th July).—The Dyer debate is still the main topic of interest. There is 
general dissatisfaction among Indians that the Commons did not insist on more 
drastic action than that proposed in the Government of India's and the Secretary of 
State's despatches. On the other hand, most English-owned papers have taken up 
DyeFs cause hotly and are issuing -subscription lists. Feeling has been further 

. exacerbated by Colonel Frank Johnson's speech at the European Association in 
Rangoon ; he maintained that Dyer, by killing hundreds, saved thousands, and 
referred to the condition of the loyal Punjabis as pitiful. He urged the European 
Associations in other provinces to appeal to the Government to stem the tide of crime, 
regardless of politicians here and at home. The United Provinces report that the 
Amritsar debate has deeply accentuated racial bitterness. 



2. As regards the Caliphate agitation, the situation, generally speaking, is 
unchanged. Bengal report that the extremists are making attempts to persuade the 
pilgrims not to proceed to Mecca, but instead to subscribe money to the Caliphate 
fund and to urge, the boycott of the Prince of Wales. In regard to the latter, there 
is no support from the Hindu extremists or the people generally. Mohamedans in 
general are genuinely - disturbed as to the safety of the sacred places, but there is 
little active feeling towards the Caliphate and no inclination to provide money or to 
accept non-co-operation. 

United Provinces report that the Caliphate movement is languishing. Interested 
persons are making money, and as this becomes known the response to financial 
appeals is poor. There are very few prominent maulvis on the side of the agitators, 
and hijrat does not win converts ; at the same time the political situation is 
deteriorating as racial bitterness increases. 

In the Punjab the situation is unchanged. Non-co-ojieration makes but little 
progress. The mahajarins from the Punjab are few in number, but the emigration 
of 600 from. Sincl has stirred the imagination. Speeches on the - Caliphate cpiestion 
continue to be intemperate, and efforts have been made to tamper with Mohamedan 
troops on leave. The propaganda was started in the villages by the Gnjranwala 
Caliphate Committee. A noticeable feature of the political movement in . the Punjab 
is the increasing participation of the Sikhs in political extremism. The restrictions 
against the Independent of Allahabad and the Congress of Delhi in regard to entry 
into the province are now removed. No paper is now excluded. 

In the Central Provinces the interest in the Caliphate question is distinctly on 
the wane. Shaukat Ali has written reproaching the Nagpur leaders for their luke
warmness. The leading maulvis refuse to join the non-co-operation movement. 
There are indications that the Hindu extremists are now advocating the boycott of 
British goods in preference to nou-co-operation as laid down by the Caliphate 
Committee. 

In Delhi people generally are apathetic towards the Caliphate and will not 
subscribe. There is a growing apprehension of the funds being used, by the 
promoters for their own personal advantage (corrupt group); army and police satis
factory. Non-co-operation is making no headway. The hijrat action, if any, is under 
the surface. 

In the Bombay province, since Ramazan, there has been some recrudescence of 
Caliphate activity in Sincl; mischievous statements about the desecration of the 
Holy Places are being disseminated. Hijrat is more conspicuous here than elsewhere, 
but the actual departures are few compared with the numbers stated to be prepared 
to go. The railway authorities were asked for 1,500, but fewer than 700 actually 
went, many of them being ignorant yokels who sold their possessions to pay the 
expenses. It is expected that many will return. Non-co-operation is not flourishing. 
Three Mohamedans came forward to contest the vacancy caused by Bhurgi 's 
resignation. 

The report of the general situation in the North-West Frontier Province is not so 
satisfactory, the hijrat movement having received appreciable impetus owing to 
mahajarins coming from Sind. We have now-arranged that no more special trains 
shall be despatched, but there is considerable excitement in Peshawar over the Kacha 
Gari affray. Violent speeches were delivered at Lahore on the 19th, the speakers 
insisting on the " brutality " of British soldiers. We hope that the Chief Commis
sioner will be able to publish soon a full statement of the result of his enquiry, but 
the military enquiry, of which the report lias been received, indicates that a British 
sergeant interfered originally without justification. The non-co-operation committee 
have decided to hold hartal on 1st August, in support of the non-co-operation niove
ment. The Congress has not yet given a lead, and the special session will not be; 

held in Calcutta until September. As the Allahabad Leader points out, Congress 
followers must abstain from hartal, otherwise the non-co-operation committee super
sedes the Congress. The lawyer supporters of the movement are opposed to
immediate non-co-operation and press for time till the courts are in recess. Gandhi 
and Shaukat Ali are now touring the Punjab, and are said to be visiting the North-
West Frontier Province ; their proposals may give some impetus in Northern India 
to the non-co-operation movement as the imagination of the people has been stirred 
by the emigration of a large batch of mahajarins from Sind, and roused by the 
reports of the Kacha Gari affair. 
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,The railway strike in Lahore is practically ended. Miller.and M. A. Khan are 
now despairingof maintaining the strike and declare that the only remedy is to leave 
the country; -. -

A misleading-report of the reply given in the Commons to the question regarding 
Gandhi has caused considerable comment in the Indian Press, regarding what the 
Tribune calls the blank cheque to be given to the Indian authorities to deal with 
Gandhi as they like. We have published the correct version of the reply just 
received, as also of the questions and answers relating to the Hunter Committee, the 
despatches, and private evidence. 

II . (30th July).—Very; great interest has been shown in the debate in the Lords. 
The general. Indian criticism.is that such a verdict was to be expected from a reactionary 
body like the House of Lords, and. much is made of the fact that speakers of note did 
not support: Dyer. Considerable satisfaction has been expressed at Lord Curzon's 
powerful and sympathetic speech which almost counteracts the effect of the vote. 
Lord Sinha's speech has been criticized as not vigorous enough. Subscription lists 
have been opened in India for Dyer and taken up energetically by the Ladies' 
Committees of the European Associations and some English newspapers, but Pickford 
as sheriff for Calcutta has made an appeal to drop the Dyer controversy because of its 
effects on racial feeling, lie deplores the continuance of bitter wrath as it can do no 
good to either side. We have issued instructions to the Local Governments that 
No. 22 of the Government Servants Conduct Rules prevents them from subscribing to the 
Dyer fund. Surendra Math Banerjee has just issued a statement regretting the 
attitude of some European Associations and the Anglo-Indian Press in regard to the 
Dyer controversy, deploring the vote of the Lords on Lord Finlay's motion and 
supporting the Secretary of State. 

Gandhi and Shaukat Ali have devoted the week to a tour in the Punjab, the 
North-West Frontier Province, Sincl, and Delhi before the hartal proclaimed for 
1st August. Violent speeches wrere made in the chief towns. The. Government of 
Bombay issued a note strongly deprecating the intemperate language used at the 
numerous public meetings held in recent months in Sincl in connexion with the 
Caliphate agitation, and a grave decisive warning has been issued, to the effect that if 
the campaign of untruthful and inflammatory speeches ^should be persisted in, there 
would be no alternative but to apply to the whole province of Sincl, or such portions 
as may be necessary, the provisions of the Seditious Meetings Act. The ,Governor 
hopes that speakers on public platforms will recognize their responsibility for their 
statements and arguments and not compel the Government to take the steps 
indicated. 

The Seditious Meetings Act has been, extended for a further period of three 
months to Delhi. As previously reported this met with the approval of the moderates, 
but protests have appeared in the extremist Press, and suggestions have been made to 
Gandhi to order the meeting to be held in defiance : Gandhfs reply is not known, but 
Shaukat Ali is reported to have gone to Delhi. 

The Punjab Government issued a warning to intending mabajarins regarding 
the outbreak of cholera at Peshawar, and the extreme heat in Afghanistan, particularly 
in the desert areas. The Kacha Gari incident has greatly excited people in Peshawar, 
and an announcement has been made that the caravan of mahajarins will proceed 
on foot from Sind, and that the caravan under the lead of a guard (corrupt group) 
will also proceed on foot from Lahore. 

The hijrat. movement is said to be gaining ground in the North-West Frontier 
Province, where some resignations have been reported among the police, and 30 
out of 60 patwaris have resigned. These resignations may not be entirely influenced 
by religious motives, but it is reported that certain land-owning classes are selling up 
their land for a mere song to join in the hijrat. The situation in this province has 
markedly deteriorated as a result of the Kacha Gari affair, in which a British officer 
and a British soldier are held greatly to blame by the civil enquiring officer, the 
Deputy Commissioner at Peshawar., The. Chief Commissioner has recommended 
their prosecution in the Criminal. Court. We, have called for all papers and will 
communicate' our decision later. 

Gandhi has declared hartal for Sunday, 1st August, to inaugurate non-co-operation^ 
The following is an abstract of a manifesto issued under the signatures of Gandhi, 

(? Abuz) Kalam Azad, Shaukat Ah, Ahmed Haji Siddick Khatri, Saifuddin Kitchlew, 



Fazul Hassan Hasrat Mohan! and Mohamed Ali. In spite of the efforts to secure a 
revision of the peace terms, it is certain, that there will be no revision before 
1st August, and the Committee desires to mark the sacred (corrupt group) demonstra
tion of non-co-operation, and, to gauge public feeling, it seeks the co-operation 
of Hindus and other non-Moslem communities in making the inauguration a complete 
success, Therefore, (1) full hartal is advised on 1st August ; but the mill hands are 
requested not to abstain from work without permission from their employers, and 
tliose required to carry on necessary daily work should also absta in; (2) the day 
should be devoted to prayer and fasting; (3) meetings should be held "all over the 
country including the smallest villages at which a resolution: of protest against the 
treaty and sympathy with the non-co-operation movement should be adopted in 
the prescribed terms, with or without speeches, and a copy sent to the Viceroy. The 
movement is said not to be one of civil disobedience. There are to be no processions ; 
speeches are to be restrained ; police instructions or regulations are to be obeyed ; and 
there is to be no meeting where there is a written prohibition. The success of the 
movement d e p e n d s on perfect peace being observed by the community. Should 
unreasonable orders be issued interfering with the liberty of the subject, the question 
will be considered on its merits by the Committee. All title holders in sympathy 
with the movement are expected to surrender titles or honorary posts on this clay. It 
is impossible to predict how-far hartal will be successful, but feeling is certainly luke
warm except in SincI and portions of the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province ; 
and even there success of hartal will not necessarily indicate probable success of the 
non-co-operative movement. Malaviya in a recent speech urged the grave importance 
of the subject, and demanded that the country should take counsel together before 
deciding to follow the advice of Gandhi and the Central Caliphate Committee regarding 
non-co-operation from 1st August. The consequences of any decision are so serious 
and far-reaching that we are wrong to leave it to a few men, even though they had a 
venerated leader like Gandhi at the head of the movement. He earnestly 
advised waiting the decision of the Congress, and said he was going to request 
Gandhi and the Caliphate Committee to postpone action till the Congress had met. 
There .has been some difficulty in finding a president for this Congress, but Lajpat 
Pai is now declared to have been elected president of the special session. His 
election will undoubtedly give support to the non-co-operation movement. One or 
two resignations are reported: e,g., Kasturi Ranga Iyengar, editor of the Hindu, 
resigned membership of the Prince of Wales' Reception Committee as a protest against 
the attitude of the House of Lords in the Dyer debate, and against the remarks made 
on Gandhi by the Secretary and the Under Secretary of State. The non-Brahman 
conference at Hubli passed resolutions welcoming the Prince of Wales ; sympathizing 
with the Caliphate agitation; condemning the non-co-operation, movement; and 
regretting the House of. Lords' Dyer debate as an exhibition of racial animosity. 
The report from Patna is to the effect that non-co-operation day is expected to pass 
almost unnoticed in Bihar, for except Mazaralhuq and Rajendra Prasad, no one 
has yet expressed sympathy. 

General pleasure has been expressed in the Indian Press at Sarma's appointment 
as Member of Council. Even Rajpat Rai, in a signed article in the Bande Mataram, 
congratulated him, and expressed a hope that the appointment would lead to the good 
of the country. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

Miscellaneous.—The Director of Information reports as follows :—
1. I t is understood that, as the result of the Canada-West Indian Conference, the 

preferential rate on a number of articles will be increased to 50 per cent. . 
2. Crop conditions, especially in the West, are very good. ; 
3. From arid after 1st August export of Canadian coal will be forbidden, save 

under special licence, to all countries except the United States ancl Newfoundland. 
1 9 - 1 '- C 



AUSTRALIA. 

Islands in Japanese Occupation.-The following telegram from; the Governor-
General of Australia was received on 28th J u l y : - M y Ministers desire tha t . the 
Admiralty be asked whether Truk,"and certain other islands in Japanese occupation, 
could be visited by one of His Majesty's cruisers of the China Station on a compli
mentaiy visit to the Japanese Admiral, with a view to ascertaining whether there is 
any substance in fact in the rumours which have reached here that the islands are 
being put to certain uses not in accordance with the mandate. The Commonwealth 
Government are anxious to clear up this matter. They suggest that it might be 
arranged for Japanese vessels to visit certain Australian ports in return. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Butter.— On 22ud July the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to the 
Officer Administering the Government saying that it was understood that the negotia
tions had not yet resulted in agreement as to the disposal of the next season's 
butter output, and that the Food Controller was anxious to arrange if possible for the 
purchase of the exportable surplus on terms similar to those agreed to in the case of 
Australia, 1st August 1920 to 31st March 1921, viz., 240s-. per cwt. f.o.b. for butter 
graded 90 points, with Is . per cwt. additional for each point up to 95 inclusive, and 
Is. per cwt. less for each point under 90. His Majesty's Government would be 
grateful for the assistance of the New Zealand Government in inducing the New 
Zealand producers to negotiate on this basis. The price offered represented a 
substantial advance on the amount paid for last seasoiFs output. 

In reply to this the Officer Administering the Government telegraphed on 29th July 
saying that the Prime Minister had been in further consultation with the represen
tatives of the butter producers in an earnest endeavour to bring about a nmtually 
satisfactory arrangement with His Majesty's Government. He found that the 
producers were-unanimous in reiterating their request for a free and uncontrolled 
market for their butter, and that they were of opinion that they should be given this 
in common with the home producers. These opinions were strongly and firmly 
expressed by their representatives, and, while having full regard to the position from 
the standpoint of His Majesty's Government, the Prime Minister, in view of the 
strong and unanimous feeling of the butter producers, felt that no other course was 
open to him than to support their representations. 

Wool [B.E.R., xx, p . 9] .—On 22nd July the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
telegraphed to the Officer Administering the Government the following message 
from the Ministry of Munitions from his Prime Minister :  -

It is presumed to he acceptable to the New Zealand Government that 1,619,069L 
should be placed to their account at the Bank of New Zealand, London, and arrange
ments will be made accordingly. With the express approval of the Government of 
the Commonwealth of Australia and the Ministry of Munitions, the Australian wool 
growers are nominating a committee of three to represent their interests in London 
with a special view to conferring with the Ministry of Munitions as to the method of 
disposal of the remainder of the Governments stock of wool. The Australian wool 
growers consider themselves greatly interested in promoting such methods of sale as 
shall revive" the confidence of the buying markets, move off wool in sufficient 
quantities, and at the same time as far as possible secure a remunerative price for 
existing stocks of wool and incoming clips. The Ministry of Munitions would 
welcome the appointment by the New, Zealand wool growers, with the approval of 
your Government, of one or two London representatives who would take part in the ' 
conferences on this important subject. 

Passport Difficulty in Western Samoa.—On 23rd July the Officer Administering 
the Government reported to the Secretary of State that a difficulty had arisen in Western 
Samoa in connexion with the issue of passports to residents other than British subjects 
who desired to travel abroad. The Administrator of Samoa could issue passports to 
British subjects, and presumably mider Article 127 of the Treaty of Peace to native 
inhabitants of Samoa, but he had no authority to issue them to any other persons. 
There were in Western Samoa many persons, particularly half-castes, who had really 
no nationality. Many of the half-castes desired to acquire British nationality, hut the 



authority committed to the Government of. New Zealand to make laws for the peace, 
order, and good government of Samoa apparently did not extend, to the naturalization 
of the inhabitants of the mandated territory as British subjects, because.the authority 
to make laws respecting British nationality was a delegated authority l imited' by the 
terms of the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act, 1914. It was probable that 
the same'question would arise in other German colonies held under mandate ; and 
the Government of New Zealand desired to have the position put before the Imperial 
authorities with a request for directions as to cases in which passports could be. 
granted by the Administrator of Western Samoa to persons resident therein who were 
not British subjects. 

International Finance Conference.-—The Officer Administering the Government 
reported on 29th July that his Government desired to nominate Sir James Allen as 
the representative of New Zealand at the International Financial Conference. 



[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.] 

"Printed for the Cabinet. 104 

SECRET. 

BRITISH EMPIRE REPORT. 

No. 24.. 18th August 1920. 

CONTENTS. 

Great Britain. 
Industrial

Labour
 Situation.

 Party, 
 -Unemployment Insurance Bill. Bread Subsidy. The 

Colonies, Protectorates, &c. 
Southern Rhodesia.—-Petition for Responsible Government. 
Egypt,—Russian Ships at Port Said. 

India. 
Emigration. The Viceroy's Weekly Reports. 

The Dominions. 
Austrian Debts. Imperial Wireless Scheme. 
Canada.—Preliminary Conference on Communications. The Tariff. British 

War-ship for Canada. Railway Rates. Miscellaneous. 
Australia.—Meat. Copper. Immigration. Anglo-Japanese Alliance. Imperial 

Naval Defence. Preliminary Conference on Communications. 
New Zealand.—League of Nations. Wool. Insulated Shipping. Butter. 

. Austrian Debts. Duplication of Pacific Cable. 
South Africa.—Wool. New Administrator for South-West Africa. Genera^ 

Smuts' Work. 



The following paragraphs are taken from the Reports of the Ministry of Labour 
for the weeks ending 7th August and 14th August :  -

Industrial Situation.—The opinion, is being expressed by many people that the 
early weeks of the autumn will witness an industrial crisis of considerable severity, in 
which wages disputes may be combined with extensive action against high prices and 
increased rents. On the other hand, the preliminary warnings of a period of 
industrial depression to commence about the same time as the anticipated industrial 
crisis are being extensively advertised, and the industrial leaders of labour, like the 
political leaders, are adopting a restrained and conservative attitude. 

In so far as more strictly political activity is concerned, attention has been 
concentrated upon the opening of the Congress of the Second International at Geneva. 
An account of this conference, and of the Miners' International Conference, will be 
given in this Report next week. The formation of a United Communist Party on the 
31st July is a more important event than the formation of Miss Sylvia Pankhurst 's 
Communist Party oh the 19th June, but neither of these parties exerts much influence 
on the labour situation. [7th August.] 

The industrial disputes situation remains comparatively.quiet. In the woollen 
textile trade hopes of a settlement have been brought nearer by the recommendation 
of the National Association of Unions in the Textile Trade for acceptance of the 
employers' latest offer. The meeting of engineering and shipbuilding trade unions in 
London on the 6th August decided to withdraw from the wages agreement of 1917. 
This implies a repudiation of the policy of making applications to the Industrial 
Court for increased wages and the substitution therefor of direct negotiations with 
the employers. I t does not, however, open up the immediate possibility of a large 
industrial dispute. Trouble is threatened among building trades operatives in the 
south-western area, owing to the deadlock reached by the National Conciliation Board 
over their claims for higher rates. The occasion of much unrest in this trade, 
however, may be removed by tbe setting up of a National Wages and Conditions 
Council to take the place of the present Conciliation Board machinery. The meeting 
of the special delegate conference of the Miners' Federation of Great Britain on the 
12th August to decide the policy to be adopted in reply to the Governments refusal 
to entertain their double demand for increased wages and reduced coal prices is the 
most important industrial matter pending at the close of the week. 

In the political sphere the first General Congress of the reconstituted Second 
International at Geneva is important as marking the completion of the first stage in 
the post-war reconstruction of international Socialism. By passing a unanimous 
resolution on the subject of war responsibility, one of the main obstacles to unity 
-within the International has been overcome. A definite declaration of hostility 
towards Bolshevism was made. The proposal to transfer the Bureau to London 
points to the leadership of the Second International being in the hands of British 
Labour. [14th August.] 

Unemployment Insurance Bill:-The Unemployment Insurance Bill was read a 
th i rd time, and passed, with some amendments, by the House of Lords on the 29th 
July. The Bill received Royal Assent on the 9th August. 

Bread Subsidy.—The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced in the House of 
Commons on the 11th August that the Government had determined, to abolish the 
bread subsidy by the end of the mirreut financial year. An increase of 3c?. in the 
price of the quartern loaf would be made in September, and the remainder of the 
subsidy would be removed at. or before the opening of the next financial year. 

The Labour Party.—A further step has been taken in the development of joint 
working arrangements between the co-operative movement, the Trades Union 
Congress, and the Labour Party. At a meeting of representatives of the three bodies, 
held on the 27th July, it was decided to appoint a sub-committee to draft a detailed 
scheme for joint working as regards publicity, the collection of statistical and other 
information, and legal advice. This scheme will then be considered by the full 
Co-ordination Committee of the three bodies before the meeting of the Trades Union 
Congress on the 6th September. [7th August.] 



The dominant feature of the week lias been the attitude of Labour towards the 
-developments in the Russo-Polish situation. A belief in the possibility of war with 
Russia over Poland led to a mobilization of organized Labour o p i n i o n during the 
week-end. The formation o f a " Council of Action " on the 9th August and the 
summoning of a special national conference of Labour bodies f o r t he 13th, show that 
the machinery necessary for organizing a general strike is being : immediately 
improvised. One notable feature of the developments is the fact -that the moderate 
leaders of Labour, and men who have repudiated direct action on such political 
questions as nationalization o f the mines, are unanimous Avith the more extreme 
elements of the present issue. According, however, to the statements made by 
Mr. E. Bevin in the interview between the Council of Action and the Prime Minister 
-on the 10th, and by Mr. J. R. Clynes, M.P., in the debate in the House of Commons 
on the same date, the independence of Poland is an integral part of LabouFs 
international policy. The difference between Labour and the Government appears, 
therefore, to be a difference of interpretation of the extent to which Polish independence 
i s threatened by Soviet Russia. [14th August.] 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 

Petition for Responsible Government [B.E.R., xviii, p . 3].—On 6th August the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to the High Commissioner for 
South Africa as follows :— 

I regret that I am not yet in a position to tender any advice to His Majesty in 
respect of the Resolution of the Legislative Council of Southern Rhodesia in favour 
of Responsible Government. I fully appreciate the importance which they attach to 
an early settlement, and the whole subject has been receiving my most careful 
attention, but the difficulties are very serious. The award of Lord Cave's Commission 
will clearly be an important factor in the case, but, as you know, this Commission 
has not yet reported and is not likely to report for some time. For this and other 
reasons no decision can be taken at the present moment, but the Council may rest 
assured that there will be no avoidable delay. Please inform Council accordingly. 

EGYPT. 

Russian Ships at Port Said [B.E.R., xxiii, p. 4].—On 7th August Mr. Scott 
telegraphed from Cairo as follows :— 

There was some division of opinion amongst the personnel as to going 
to the Crimea, but the majority, headed by the commander of the squadron, were 
strongly opposed to that course. The cadets were prepared to follow the com
mandeFs advice. Meanwhile, coal and stores were practically exhausted, and in 
order to avert serious trouble, including the possibility that the majority mentioned 
above might scuttle the ships in Port Said rather than trust themselves to General 
WrangePs organization, it was necessary to supply coal and provisions to enable 
the ships to leave without delay. At my request these were advanced by the 
Egyptian Government. The Yakut sailed for Ragnsa to-day, and the Orel sails 
to-morrow for the same destination, of course without the sanction of the Russian 
Minister. 

INDIA. 

Bmicjration.-On 5th August the Viceroy reported [No. 205] that over 
1,200 mahajarins, principally from the Peshawar district, had passed through the 
Khyber during ,the previous week, and further parties had gone through the 
Mohmand country. Emigration on this scale was having an unsettling effect on 
the Afridis and the tribes to the north. Increasing interest in the Caliphate question
was being displayed in these districts. 



The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on 6th August 
and 13th August:— ; 

I. (6th August).—The United Provinces report that the bitterness caused by 
the Dyer controversy shows no sign of abatement. Bombay, on the contrary, reports 
that the extremists are making the most of the debate in the House of Lords, but 
the feeling is growing that the matter should be allowed to drop ; recent articles in 
the Bengalee and the Leader rather take the same view. Pickforchs appeal, reported 
last week, has been on the whole well received. 

2. Moreover, the political situation shows some tendency to improve in most 
parts of India, but the mahajarin excitement is still very great in the North-West 
Frontier Provinces and Sind. The Chief Commissioner is particularly anxious
regarding the situation in Peshawar. The Afghans in the Punjab, also the hijrat 
movement, have given rise to considerable unrest, resulting in the resuscitation 
in a violent form of the Caliphate agitation, large demonstrations being held and 
seditious speeches delivered. Excitement has also been roused by the tour of Gandhi 
and Shaukat Ali, giving instructions for hartal to be observed on 1st Augttst. People 
generally in the Punjab, however, are by no means convinced of the advisability of 
adopting the policy of non-co-operation. The Bombay moderate leaders have issued a 
manifesto condemning, and emphasizing the danger of, the non-co-operation movement. 

. Similarly, the Deccan Liberal party passed resolutions disapproving of non-co-operation-
It is anticipated that the special congress, to be held in Calcutta early in September, 
may find means of covering the refusal to adopt non-co-operation, but of supporting 
the demand for the withdrawal of Indian troops engaged in the Middle East, for 
employment against Moslems. The Council of India Moslem League recently passed 
a resolution to this effect, which has been taken up by the Bombay Chronicle, and 
a sustained Press campaign is expected. This would be a serious development. 

Bengal.—Non-co-operation is being pushed by the extremist Press, but there is no 
apparent enthusiasm among the people. The local governments have forfeited 
security of the newspaper N aba jug, which published a harmful leaderlet enjoining 
people not to enlist as soldiers or to proceed as soldiers or sailers to Mesopotamia, 
Proceedings, under section 108, Code of Criminal Procedure, are also contemplated ;. 
other local governments has been warned of the leaderlet and the action taken. 

North-West Frontier Province.—There is no improvement in the internal situation. 
Mahajarins are passing through in large numbers, and many are departing from the
district. The Each Gari incident has greatly inflamed feeling. We have decided, 
in consultation with the Chief Commissioner and the military authorities, that 
Private Chilcott should be tried by court-martial for the attempted murder of 
pathan Muhajif, and a communique to this effect is being published. Lieutenant 
Hewett is held not to be blameworthy for his death, but the Chief Commissioner 
presses for departmental action by the military authorities. Hewett, on the other 
hand, is grossly libelled in the report published by the Peshawar Caliphate Committee,, 
and has been advised to take legal proceedings, which he approves. 

United Provinces.-There is a general disinclination among Mussulmans to take 
an active part in the non-co-operation movement, but loyal Mussulmans are uncertain 
of the results of appeals made after 1st August. The lawyers made it clear to the-
Caliphate Committee that they expect others to make sacrifices, not themselves. 

Delhi-The extension applied to the Seditious Meetings Act led to less criticism 
than was expected. The local Press is comparatively restrained. Gandhi forbade any 
defiance of orders. Heavy securities have been demanded from the Indian Press for 
printing hartal posters advising students and masters to quit the schools. 

Burma.—The Caliphate Committee have decided that active participation in the
non-co-operation movement is uncalled for in Burma, where action should be confined 
to sympathy. 

3. Gandhi has returned to Kaira, and on arrival issued an improper letter to the 
Viceroy, and a manifesto attacking the policy of His Majesty's Government regarding 
Turkey as immoral and unscrupulous, expressing dissatisfaction at the conduct of the 
Government over the Punjab disturbances, and inviting the prosecution of himself f o r 
disaffection towards the Government, though urging the people to take his prose
cution quietly. We have no present intention of making him a martyr, and thus
strengthening a movement which is, we hope, likely to fail. Consciousness of this 
fact seems to have prompted the manifesto. Eeports of the hartal on 1st August,. 



summarized below, justify the belie! that it was far from being generally successful, 
and in any case does not indicate that non-co-operation will be supported. 

Bombay-A disturbance occurred at Karachi, where boys tried to force two 
cinemas to closedown. There was some destruction of property. Hartal in Bombay 
was little different from the last, but Tila'k's death gave it considerable impetus. * 
There was a meeting of 4,000 persons ; resolutions supporting non-co-operation were 
passed, but the speeches were moderate. There was little sympathy for the movement 
in the Central and South em divisions, except in Sholapur, where there was partial 
hartal, probably in mourning for Tilak. There was practically complete hartal in the 
districts of Ahmadabad and Kaira, as well as in Karachi and Larkhana, but partial in 
Hyderabad, the main centre of the movement in Sind. Pir Mahbub Shah was arrested 
at Karachi under section 124 (A) Indian Penal Code. A crowd collected at the jail, 
and half of the warders and half of the prisoners struck work. 40 British ranks 
were despatched and the crowd was dispersed, the troops withdrew, and there were no 
further disturbances, although the crowd was in a sensitive mood until late in the 
evening of the 2nd, when the town began to take on its normal aspect. The threatened 
further hartal, as a protest against the arrest of Pir Mahbub Shah, failed to materialize. 
The District Magistrate issued an order, to be in force for two months, forbidding 
interference with shopkeepers and gari-wallas, either by persuasion, coercion or intimi
dation. There has been no manifestation of non-co-operation anywhere in the 
Presidency, save some resignations by a few subordinates and three menials in each 
large district. Devji Ganji resigned his membership of Council before the hartal, 
and not on account of the non-co-operation movement. 

Bengal.—Hartal was practically a failure. There was no general observance of it 
in Calcutta, only a few shops being closed. At a meeting held at the Town Hall 
6,000 were present. Elsewhere there has been no general observance, fasting or 
prayer. In some big towns tbe shops were partially closed. Hindus have been little 
affected, and Mohamedans only very partially ; no enthusiasm has been shown. The 
only instances of non-co-operation are the return of one recruitment certificate, the 
refusal of one invitation to the Darbar and of one invitation to the Governofs garden 
party. 

Madras.—In the city, almost all the shops were shut, but, being Sunday, it is 
difficult to say whether this is due to hartal. The meeting of 10,000, half of them 
Hindus, was spoilt by rain. Nothing objectionable happened beyond the hoisting of 
the Turkish flag and a resolution approving the non-co-operation movement. In 
Mofnssil it was a half-hearted har ta l ; a few meetings were held, no disturbances were 
reported, and no manifestation of non-co-operation was noticed. 

Delhi.—Hartal was practically complete in the main bazars, in the smaller 
bazars very slight, in the lanes totally ignored. Ordinary manual labour and traffic 
was not affected. Meetings were held in the small villages outside Delhi, to avoid 
the application of the Seditious Meetings Act, and resolutions were passed adopting 
non-co-operation and calling for the withdrawal of Indian troops from overseas. One 
barrister of well-known seditious reputation, with small practice, announced his 
withdrawal from practice; one head constable of indifferent morals resigned. 

United Provinces.—Hartal was observed in most headquarter towns and in a 
few others, but was partial and half-hearted. It was the worst supported hartal so 
far held. There was no hartal in the districts. There is no indication of any 
excitement or enthusiasm. There is one resignation of the title of Khan Bahadur. 

Punjab.—Complete hartal took place in Lahore, Amritsar, Ludhiana, Hosaripur 
(sic Hoshiapur ?), Multan, Sargodha, Simla, Pathankot. There was partial hartal, 
Hindu shopkeepers not generally participating, in Hissar, Pohtak, Karnal, Motft
gomery, Gujranwalla, Jhang, Gujerat and Jullundur. No hartal in Umballa, Sialkot, 
Lyallpur, Attoek, Mianwali and Muzaffargarh. A few meetings were held and 
resolutions passed, and prayers on behalf of Turkey offered. There were no mani
festations of non-co-operation, and no disturbances anywhere. 

Bihar and Orissa.—A fairly successful hartal occurred in Patna, but few shops 
were closed in the main roads, and others were only partially closed,, but were 
transacting business. It was partially observed inMorghyr, Gaya, Chapra,.Bhagalpur, 
Eanchi. Elsewhere it was not observed. Participation in many cases was due to the 
desire to avoid -worry. Meetings were held in a few places. There were disturbances, 
and there was a lack of enthusiasm everywhere. Three resignations, one of title, one 
of honorary magistracy, and one of membership of Legislative Council, have been made. 
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North-West Frontier Province.—There was complete hartal in Peshawar, 
Nowshera, and Kohat, where Hindus participated unwillingly. I t was partial in 
Hoti Mardan, Abbottabad, Mansehra, Haripur, Bannu, and Dera Ismail Khan. A 
general unwillingness of Hindus to join was observed. No hartal took place in other 

. towns or villages, but the inhabitants of rural areas visited Peshawar in large 
numbers. There were no disorders. Non-co-operation generally was advocated, but 
there is no sign yet of the movement increasing. Teachers of the district hoard 
school in Peshawar have resigned, twelve constables in Kohat resigned, and other 
resignations have taken place elsewhere, partly clue to dissatisfaction with pay. A large 
meeting was held in Idgah, Peshawar City, where the Caliphate leaders appear to 
have discouraged non-co-operatiou. Several meetings pressed for revision of the 
Turkish peace terms. 

Burma.—Hartal was observed only by Mohamedans, partially in Rangoon.. 
There were no public meetings and no enthusiasm. I t passed almost unnoticed and 
the doctrine of non-co-operation was not preached. 

Central Provinces.-The news of Tilak's death caused a stoppage of business in 
the Maratha districts, but hartal itself proved a failure except in Jubbulpore and 
Nimar, where it was partially successful, No disorder, no manifestation of non-co
operation took place. 

Assam.—Hartal was only observed in Dibrugarh, where there was a mass meeting, 
ancl at Dhubri, where certain shops were closed. Everything is quiet. There is no 
interest or enthusiasm, ancl no manifestation of non-co-operation. 

4. Strikes of some importance have arisen at the Government presses at Calcutta 
and Delhi. At Calcutta, about 600 men out of 3,000 are still at work, ancl 100 out 
of 560 at Delhi. The terms of employment, recently revised, include generous 
concessions in the matter of wages and pension, and the establishment of a works 
committee has been agreed to, but agitation centres round the demand for the 
abolition of piece rates. The Calcutta extremist party is supported by B. C. Pal, 
Nawab Ali, and other agitators. In Delhi, Asaf Ali, the barrister referred to above, 
is the moving spirit. A considerable section in Calcutta is believed to favour a 
return to work, ancl the Delhi strikers are weakening, as offers of assistance from 
politicians have proved worthless. Simla is uneasy, but the press is working. Most 
of the men in the Bengal Government Press and Madras Government Press are also 
on strike. \ 

5. Serious floods are reported at Attock, Bihar and Orissa. A general estimate 
of damage ancl loss of life is impossible at present. The rivers are falling, but are 
still high. Much depends on the speed with which the flood subsides. The general 
hope is that the loss of life is not very great. 

II. (13th August).—Interest in the Dyer debate is not so prominent, but the 
debate in the House of Lords has attracted considerable attention. Tilak's death 
occupies public attention. The Press eulogizes his work and condemns the Statesman 
for lack of appreciation and the severe criticism of Tilak's political tactics. 

2. We have given separately an appreciation of the hijrat movement and develop
ments in Sind. Special officers are being deputed to safeguard the property of sepoys 
and others in Government service. A curious sidelight on the situation is shown by a 
petition received from the Afghan residents of Khost, deprived of lands in favour of 
mahajarins, asking to be allowed to immigrate to India. The Commissioner in Sincl 
has also made it clear that special trains will not be provided for mahajarins from 
stations in Sind. 

3. The first stage of non-co-operation seems definitely to have failed. A few 
further resignations are reported—for example, 12 honorary magistrateships from 
Madras. The resignations of the two Members of Council, reported from Bengal last 
week, were sent in by the Secretary of the Caliphate Committee, and not by the two 
members themselves, who have not yet confirmed the Secretary's action. In the 
Central Provinces, Khan Bahadur I i . M. Malak, a man of influence and wealth, 
announced his intention of resigning his title, but next clay recanted. The Government 
policy of non-intervention is generally appreciated, Opposition to the movement has 
come from within, as moderate men see its dangers. Attention is also beginning to 
be devoted to the legal and constitutional aspects of the four stages of non-co-operation 
by those who have been asked to participate. Srinivasa Ayengar has definitely 
declared the third and fourth stages to be, in his opinion, illegal and unconstitutional. 



-At the same time, ii non-co-operation fails the extremists will try some new method of 
-embarrassing the Government, e.g., boycotting of British goods. Anti-British feeling 
has been much incensed by the Dyer debates. 

4. The trial of Pir Mahbub Shah began on the 10th in the central jail, Hyderabad. 
The accused declined to defend himself or to cross-examine, being charged under 
section 124 A, for a violent speech delivered 19th June, in which he urged Mussulmans 
to make war on the British Government, and to sacrifice their lives. I t was the 
bounden duty of Islam to fight at once with the enemies who fired guns at the Kaaba; 
the zanhndars should not pay assessment; Government servants should leave the 
service ; licensed holders should surrender their licences ; life and property should 
be sacrificed in the war of Islam ; Mussulmans should leave the country and go to 
war; they should send their children to fight; they should destroy the railway lines 
so that the coming and going of troops might be stopped; they should not go to 
Government courts, but decide disputes according to the Shariat. 

Bombay informs us that Mahbub is about 40 years of age ; his condition was said 
to be fairly good on 9th August, and he had promised to take food that evening. 
Gandhi and Skaukat Ali were reported to have postponed their tour to Madras, and 
to have started for Hyderabad in connexion with the case, but are now said to have 
returned to Bombay on 9th August, being stopped en route by wire from Hyderabad. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Austrian Debls.-On 7th August the Secretary of State for the Colonies informed 
the Governors-General of Canada and Australia and the Officer Administering the 
Government of New Zealand, that the question of Austrian debts had been further 
considered, and in view of the general preference of interests concerned at home for the 
adoption of the clearing office scheme (without an undertaking by His Majesty's Govern
ment of payment in full) it was probable that Article 248 would be adopted as between 
the United Kingdom and Austria, with, or without modification by arrangement with the 
Government of Austria. The matter would be discussed with the Austrian Minister 
of Finance, who was about to arrive. If His Majesty's Government adopted the 
Article in the case of the United Kingdom, the Colonies, and the Protectorates, the 
"Secretary of State asked if their Ministers wished to alter their previous decision 
not to adopt it. The matter was most urgent, since under the Treaty any notification 
should be given to Austria by 16th August. 

c 
Imperial Wireless Scheme.-The Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed 

to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia and South Africa and the Officer 
Administering the Government of New Zealand on 11th August as follows :—-

With reference to my Dominions Despatch No. 274 of 3rd July, His Majesty's 
Government have now examined the proposals in the Report of the Imperial Wireless 
Telegraphy Committee. Subject to the Chancellor of the Exchequer being satisfied 
as to the practicability, from the technical point of view, of carrying out the Imperial 
Wireless Scheme without the use (or with the use at reasonable cost) of certain master 
patents which the Marconi Company claim to be indispensable, His Majesty's Govern
ment are on their part now prepared to adopt the recommendations as stated in 
pages 27 and 28 of the Report. 

His Majesty's Government would be glad to learn at the earliest possible date the 
views of your Government. 

With regard to foreign countries, His Majesty's Government accept the 
Committee^ recommendation that long-distance wireless communications shoidd be 
left to private enterprise, and that licences, if desired, for the erection of stations for 
such communications, should be issued to commercial companies under suitable 
conditions, a special Committee being appointed to decide the issue of licences as 
far as the United Kingdom is concerned. 

CANADA. 

Preliminary Conference on Communications.—On 4th August the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies sent the following telegram to the Governor-General:—-

Referring to my telegram of 22nd July, a note has been received from the 
American Ambassador, stating that it is considered desirable by the United States 



Government that the status of former German cables, ceded to the, five principal" 
Allied and Associated Powers by the Treaty of Peace with Germany, should be
finally determined at the preliminary conference at Washington, before proceeding 
to discuss the agenda for the International Communications Conference. The 
proposed date for the latter conference is now 1.5th November 1920.' 

The following subjects, in addition to the disposition of the cables renounced by 
Germany, are proposed by the United States Government for discussion at the pre
liminary conference: — 

(1) Considering means of farthering inter-communication between the countries 
associated during the war, with a view to the maintenance of friendly 
relations. 

(2) General discussion of all international aspects of communications by land 
telegraphs, cables or wireless telegraphy, with a view to providing the 
entire world with adequate facilities of this nature, on a fair and equitable 
basis. 

(3) Consideration of the Radio Protocol of 25th August 1919. 
(4) Preparation of agenda and a plan of organization for the November 

conference. 
(5) Discussion whether meetings of the Radio-Telegraphy and Telegraph 

Congresses should be called, or whether they shall be merged into the 
main conference. 

Copies of the United States' note are being sent by mail. The 1919 Radio Protocol 
is being obtained and will be sent by mail as soon as possible. 

The Tariff.—On 31st July the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to
the Officer Administering the Government of Canada as follows :— 

, We understand that the Canadian Government is likely to take in hand shortly 
the revision of the Canadian tariff. The Board of Trade suggest that, in any enquiries 
preceding such revision, i l is i\lajesty's Senior Trade Commissioner at Montreal may 
be found, useful as a channel through which information can be obtained as to the 
effect of the tariff on goods in which United Kingdom manufacturers are interested; 
and if the Canadian Government should so desire, the Trade Commissioner.would be 
instructed to attend and to give evidence before any Committee enquiring into the
tariff question. Please telegraph reply so that the necessary instructions may be 
sent to the Trade Commissioner. -

British War-ship fur Canada.—Telegraphing on 7th August, the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies informed the Governor-General of Canada that the Admiralty 
had offered the Royalist or the Aurora in substitution for the Glasgow, whilst 
recommending the Aurora. Hose had been furnished with particulars and would be 
given facilities for inspection. 

On 17th August the Governor-General sent the following reply to the above :— 
The Government of Canada gratefully accepts the Aurora in substitution for the 

Glasgow, and requests that there may be conveyed to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty the expression of the. Government of Canada's appreciation of their 
courtesy in the substitution of an oil-burning ship to replace the Glasgow. . 

Raihoay Rates.-On 13th August the Governors-General telegraphed to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies as follows :  -

The Railway Department report that freight rates have been advanced by two 
increases, known respectively as 15 per cent, and 25 per cent, increases, but in the 
aggregate these have only produced about 30 per cent., that passenger rates have been 
increased by 10 per cent, and sleeping car fares b y ' 20 per cent. The railway 
companies of Canada have an application for hearing before the Board of Railway 
Commissioners beginning on 10th August, in which they propose an increase of 
40 per cent, on freight and switching, 20 per cent, on passenger and excess baggage, 
and a surcharge of 50 per cent, of the existing parlour and sleeping car charges as 
additional railway fare. If the full request is granted, it means the following increases 
over pre-war level : freight 82 per cent., sleeping cars 80 per cent. Demurrage rates 
have been increased by about 25 per cent., and there is an application in for 40 p e r 
cent, additional increase. Many excursion and round trip rates have been cancelled. 



Miscellaneous.-The following items of information have heen reported from the 
Department of External Affairs at Ottawa':— 

1. The Imperial Press Conference which has just been held a t Ottawa was a 
splendid success in every respect. The delegates were welcomed by the Duke of 
Devonshire, Governor-General of the Dominion, and by the Hon. Arthur Meighen, 
Prime -Minister, and the Hon. W. L. Mackenzie-King, Leader o£ the Opposition, 
respectively. The delegates were tendered a banquet an Thursday evening, 5'th 
August. Resolutions were adopted by the Conference favouring an improvement in 
the collection and distribution of news throughout the British Empire; the freedom 
of the Press, the elimination of the propaganda element from news, cheaper and 
uniform letter . and. periodical postal rates within the Empire, and interchange of 
editors between the British Isles ancl the Dominions to enable a better understanding 
of the problems, and the introduction of low cost wireless news collecting and 
distributing service throughout the Empire. The number of delegates in attendance 
was 130, of whom 100 were from overseas. 

2. The new Canada-West Inches Trade Agreement provides for an increase in the 
preference from 20 to 50 per cent, in the case of British Guiana, Barbadoes and 
Trinidad, 33-1 per cent, in the case of the Windward Islands, the Leeward, Islands-and 
British Honduras ; and 25 per cent, in the case of Jamaica and Bermuda.; and 10 pe r 
cent, in the case of Bahamas. Weekly and fortnightly mail passenger ancl freight 
services is -to be provided by the Canadian Government Merchant Marine, which marks 
the first departure of this State enterprise into the passenger business. 

3. Canadian crop conditions continue very favourable ancl the cutting of wheat 
will soon be general. Farmers are looking to the expected big crop to right the 
exchange situation. The wheat Crop of the Dominion is estimated to reach 250,000,000 
bushels. 

4. The probable date of the opening of the next Session of the Canadian Pa-rlia
meiit is 20th January. 

5. Immigrants are arriving in Canada at the rate of 18,000 persons monthly. Of 
these 12,000 on the average come from the United Kingdom and 6,000 from the 
United States. 

6. -Canadian railways have asked for an increase of 30 per cent. in. freight 
rates. 

7. About 1,700,000 acres of free land in Canada have already been granted to 
returned soldiers. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Meat.—On 3rd August the following telegram was sent by the Governor-General 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies :— 

The Prime Minister advises me that the Government of Western Australia 
authorizes him to negotiate with you for the inclusion of the output of their 
meat works atWyndham in His Majesty's Governments arrangements for the purchase 
of Australian meat, and for the provision of the necessary freight to lift the same. A. 
seriously embarrassing position has arisen through the present inability to export. 
The killing season opened last April. Up to date, 12,000 bullocks have been killed, 
representing 2,300 tons of frozen beef, of which 900 tons was shipped by the Boorara, 
the balance being still on hand. The storage space now left is sufficient for a. 
fortnights killing only, and, unless immediate relief is forthcoming, 7,000 bullocks 
already bought will be turned adrift, with the resultant unemployment of operatives, 
and other serious consequences. There are enough fat cattle in sight to keep the 
works going until the end of September if the inclusion in British contracts is 
definitely arranged and freights provided. Western Australia is prepared to supply 
chilled beef, or frozen, at auction, ancl to accept the financial terms of the existing 
contracts. In view of Australia^ financial position and the strong world demands 
for beef, he strongly recommends for favourable consideration the proposal for 
inclusion in the contracts, and would be glad to receive early advice as to whether 
this can be arranged. 

Copper.-On 6th August the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies as follows :—-

The Government -of the Commonwealth of Australia understands that the 
Ministry of Munitions, is offering Wallaroo copper at 21. under the Australian 
electrolytic.price. Prior to the war, Wallaroo shipped almost entirely to Europe, and 
later contracts provided for the electrolytic price plus a premium. During the war 
Wallaroo sold at electrolytic prices. The Company produces over 6,000 tons 
annually and complains that the action of the Ministry of Munitions will have a 
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detrimental effect on tire prices of future production. The Company maintains that
their copper is superior to the electrolytic for a certain class of manufacture, and 
considers it should fetch an equal price. The Government of Australia feels that the 
present action may permanently depreciate the marketable value of Wallaroo copper, 
which is the oldest established brand in the Commonwealth, and in view of the 
Company's services during the war, asks that the matter be favourably considered by 
the Ministry of Munitions. 

Immigration.—The Governor-General made the following report on 10th 
August :—The Commonwealth and State Governments recently discussed the question 
of immigration. It was agreed that the Commonwealth should control the overseas 
organization and transport arrangements for bringing immigrants to Australia, whilst 
the States should be responsible for the immigrants on arrival at Australia. The 
primary object to be the settlement of the immigrants on the land. The preference 
to be given to British ex-service men. The Commonwealth to seek the co-operation 
and assistance of the British Government in obtaining the right type of immigrants 
and of passage for the same. The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia 
would be glad to learn the attitude of the British Government regarding emigration 
to Australia, particularly in what ways it would assist the Commonwealth, and 
whether it will extend the period during which ex-service men might participate in
the British Governments free passages scheme. 

The Governor-General added that he would be glad to be favoured with any 
additional information which might be useful to the Government of the Common
wealth of Australia in the preparation of a comprehensive scheme. 

Anglo-Japanese Alliance [B.E.R., xxi, p. 10].—On 10th August the Governor-
General informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that with reference to his 
telegram dated 24th June, as to the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, a statement of the 
views of the Commonwealth Government was postponed pending the meeting of the 
Assembly of the League of Nations in November. 

Imperial Naval Defence [B.E.R , xxii, p. 8].—On 13th August the Secretary of 
State sent the following message to the Governor-General:— 

Referring to your telegrams of 3rd of July and 7th of August, His Majesty's 
Government hope to forward a memorandum on Imperial Naval Defence to the 
Commonwealth Government at an early date. 

The following is an outline of the position in Canada, New Zealand, and the 
Union of South Africa, according to the latest available information :— 

1. C a n a d a . - I t has been announced in the Canadian Parliament that it had been 
decided to defer for the present any action in regard to the adoption of a permanent 
naval policy for Canada, in view of Canada's heavy financial commitments, of the fact 
that Great Britain has not yet decided on her permanent naval policy, and of the 
approaching Imperial Conference, at wdrich question of the naval defence of the 
Empire will come up for discussion. The Canadian Government has, however, 
accepted two torpedo boat destroyers and one light cruiser presented by the Admiralty, 
to take the place of the present obsolete and useless training ships Rainbow and 
Niobe. The vessels acquired by the Canadian Government will be manned exclu
sively by Canadian officers, except the senior officers on the light cruiser. The crews 
will consist of men recruited from the Imperial Navy up to about two-thirds of 
complement, the remainder being recruited in Canada. The Canadian Government 
have accepted also two modern submarines presented by the Admiralty. 

2. New Zealand.—For financial reasons the New Zealand Government has 
decided for the present to adopt the report of Lord. Jeilicoe only to the following 
extent : — 

(a) To acquire the light cruiser Chatham, which has been presented by the 
Admiralty. 

(b) To lit the Philomel for a training ship. 
The maintenance of the Chatham is estimated to cost 172,O00L per annum. 
There is no recent information here as to how far the New Zealand naval policy 

has been announced in Parliament, and it is suggested that enquiries should be made 
of the New Zealand Government. 

3. The Union of South Africa.—No policy has yet been formulated. 
Pending discussion at the Imperial Conference, the Admiralty make the following 

suggestions as regards the utilization for naval purposes of any moneys made 
available by the Commonwealth Parliament:— 

Ships.—The Australia is of great value for training purposes, but she is 
expensive to maintain, and it is for consideration whether she could not be placed in' 



reserve and used for training purposes only, efforts being at present concentrated on 
the maintenance in commission of the remainder of the squadron, and the construction 
of simmarines and light cruisers. It is not recommended to construct ships in 
connexion with naval aircraft work, as the best types to develop are still in an 
-experimental stage.. 

Aircraft.-Reconnaissance machines for flying-off from light cruisers and for 
work from shore bases are recommended. 

Base s . -The development of Port Stephens is suggested to meet the requirements 
of the Australian Navy, which may eventually contain capital ships. 

Personnel. Training to be continued to meet fleet requirements. 
Fuel.—It is suggested that a start should be made towards the provision of large 

reserves of oil-fuel, which will be eventually necessary. 
Stores.—The ultimate aim should be for Australia to be self-supporting in 

regard to munitions and other naval stores. The interchangeability of stores and 
munitions between all portions of the Imperial fleet is extremely desirable. 

Preliminary Conference on Communications \see under " Canada," p. 7].—-
In reply to a notification, dated 4th August, from the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, of the International Telegraphic Conference to be held a t Washington, the 
Governor-General telegraphed on 17th August as follows:— 

Australia is vitally interested in cable and wireless communications between it 
-and other parts of the world, but cannot be directly represented at the preliminary 
conference. I t is considered that, items 1, 2, and 3 are matters for discussion 
at the main Conference, and that item 5 is a matter for consideration by all parties 
to the two conventions of the congresses first mentioned therein. The Commonwealth 
desire- to be represented at the International Communications Conference, but the 
date proposed, loth November, will be rather early in view of the sitting of the 
Madrid Postal Congress, at which the permanent head of the Postmaster-Generals 
Department will be the Australian delegate. 7th December, or later, would be more 
suitable date. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

League of Nations [B.E.R., xxi, p. 10].-—The Officer Administering the 
Government reported on 4th August that Sir James Allen had been nominated by 
the Government of New Zealand to 'a t tend the meeting of the assembly of the 
League of Nations at Geneva on 15th November next. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxiii, p. 8].—The Officer Administering the Government of 
New Zealand telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 4th August 
as follows : — 

The financial arrangements mentioned in your telegram of 22nd July will be 
satisfactory. The Government of New Zealand would be glad to accept the 
invitation of the Minister of Munitions to appoint two representatives of New 
Zealand wool growers to take part in the Conference on matters relating to wool, 
as set out in above-mentioned telegram, and would be glad to learn as early as 
possible whether it is necessary that the two representatives be appointed 
immediately. This can be done if necessary, but as it has been arranged for a 
large Conference of wool-growing interests to be held in Wellington on 18th August, 
it might be more satisfactory to wool growers if the selection of representatives were 
made by that Conference, if time permits. 

On 6th August the Secretary of State for the Colonies sent the following reply to 
the above :— 

The Minister of Munitions thinks that no great inconvenience would result from 
a fortnights delay in appointing two representatives of the New Zealand W:ool 
Growers. Selection by the Conference on 18th August would appear to be therefore 
quite suitable. 

Insulated Shipping [B.E.R., xv, p. 7],—The Officer Administering the Govern
nient of New Zealand was informed on 3rd August that the present intention of the 
Food Controller was to maintain the control of insulated space in steamers engaged in 
Australian and New Zealand trade until April 1921. 

Butter [B.E.B., xxiii, p. 8].—On 9th August the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies transmitted the following message to the Officer Administering the 
Goyernment:— 

The Food Controller is grateful for your Prime MiuisteFs endeavour to bring 
about a satisfactory arrangement, but fears it is quite impossible to accede to the 



desire of the New Zealand producers for a free and uncontrolled market in the United' 
Kingdom before the spring of 1921. In these circumstances he hopes that the 
producers will be ready to negotiate on the only lines rendered possible by the 
exigencies Of the case. The Food Controller would now contemplate the payment of 
the price for butter on a parity with that now being paid for New Zealand cheese in a 
free market-, and hopes that the New Zealand Government will now invite the 
producers to submit a definite offer on this basis. 

Austrian Debts.—In acknowledging the telegram sent by the Secretary of State 
on 7th August [see under "Dominions," page 7], the "Officer Administering the-
Government replied, on 9th August that the Government, of New Zealand agreed to
tiie adoption of Article 24S of the German Treaty in the Austrian Treaty, and further 
empowered His Majesty's Government to agree to any terms in the Austrian Treaty 
on behalf of the Government of New Zealand without further reference for approval 
or consent. 

Duplication of Pacific Gable.—On 12th August, the following report was received 
at the Colonial Office from the Officer Administering the Government:— 

With reference to your cypher telegram of 28th July, and your confidential 
Despatch of 9th June, my Government concurs in the duplication of the. Pacific cable 
proposed in the confidential memorandum by the Pacific Cable Board, dated 
29th April. 

My Prime Minister understands that the line will be duplicated by laying a. 
cable from Auckland to Suva, Suva to Samoa, and Samoa to Fanning Island, at an 
estimated cost of 940,0OOZ., and by laying a cable between Fanning Island and 
Honolulu, at an estimated cost of 259,0001. 

My Government concurs also in the proposal to lay a cable at an estimated cost, 
of 127,000Z. between Southport in Queensland and Sydney. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

TFooZ.—On 7th August, the Governor-General reported to the Secretary of State
for the Colonies that his Ministers agreed, to the proposals in connexion with the 
share of profits, and desired him to convey their thanks to Bis Majesty's Government 
for the offer. The Ministers stated that the final balance due to His Majesty's 
Government, in respect of the advance to the purchase of wool and skins, amounted 
to 7,734Z. 5s. lcZ.. and recommended that this should be deducted from the interim 
dividend of 250,706Z. now offered. 

New Administrator for Soutli-West Africa,—Reutefs Capetown agent tele
graphed on 2nd August that Mr. G. R. Hofmeyr, the Clerk of the Union House of 
Assembly, had been appointed Administrator of the Protectorate of South-West Africa 
(formerly German South-West Africa) in succession to' Sir Howard Gorges. 

Telegraphing again the next day, he said :— 
In confirming, in the House of Assembly to-day, the appointment of Mr. G. R. 

Hofmeyr, late Clerk of the House, as Administrator of the Protectorate of South-West 
(late German South-West) Africa, General Smuts paid a warm tribute to. the work of 
the retiring Administrator, Sir Howard Gorges, who, he said, had laid the firm 
foundations of the future peaceful and prosperous development of South-West Africa. 
Sir Howard, he stated, had been released from his post at his own request after five 
strenuous years of administration. 

General Smuts' Work.—Telegraphing from Capetown on 4th August, ReutePs 
agent sent the following report-:— 

At a great public meeting of the citizens of Capetown representative of all shades 
of political opinion, General Smuts was presented wdth an address containing 20,000 
names which had been collected in one week as well as 6,000 names of natives in 
support of the Prime MinisteFs work in the.interests of South Africa, the Empire and 
the League of Nations. In the course of a speech, after which he received an 
enthusiastic ovation, General Smuts declared that in the worlcbs affairs South Africa 
tb-day had a vote and voice which could be used in the cause of peace and goodwill. 
They should fit themselves to be a constituent part among the nations of the world, 
and give their voice in the counsels of the peoples of the world. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs are taken from the Reports of the Ministry of Labour 
for the weeks ending 18th August and 25th August, and give a general survey of the 
situation for the respective weeks :— 

The Labour Situation.—The situation remains comparatively quiet as far as 
actual strikes are concerned. As regards the future, it is generally expected that the 
ballot of the Miners' Federation will go strongly in favour of a strike. 

In the political sphere, the week has been notable for the display of unanimity on 
the Russian-Polish question by the National Labour Conference on the 13th August., 
who gave a mandate to the Council of Action, and for the proceedings of the 
Council- of Action themselves in the execution of the mandate. This significantly 
includes a positive demand for immediate peace, and recognition of the Soviet 
Government. 

An interesting feature of the week has been the initiation of a fresh campaign for 
the resettlement of ex-Service men. 

The Prime Minister stated in the House of Commons on the 16th August that 
there were indications that the amount of unemployment during the coming winter 
might be ' in excess of that usually caused by seasonal depression. He announced the 
appointment of a Cabinet Committee to consider the position.: [18th August.] 

T h e centre of interest has shifted more to the industrial side of the labour 
situation. The result of the ballot of the Miners 'Federation on a strike to enforce 
the demand for reduced prices and increased wages will be officially declared on the 
30th August. The Food Controller made a statement to the Press, on the 
24th August, on the preparations which are being made by the Government to 
maintain the food supply in the event of the ballot being favourable to a strike. 
A national crisis has also arisen in the engineering industry out of the Penistone 
dispute. In both instances, other powerful unions will be seriously affected, and 
there are indications that an attempt may be made by these unions to bring some 
influence to bear in the interests of industrial peace. 

On the political side the National Council of Action have adopted for the present 
1 a waiting policy. At the same time, much activity is being devoted to the organization 
of demonstrations and the perfecting of local machinery. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. . 

Proposed Policy.—On 21st August Lord Curzon informed [No. 750] Mr. Scott 
that Lord Milner had handed to him a document the full text of which would be 
immediately telegraphed to him. Mr. Scott was also informed that copies of the 
document had been given to Adli Pasha for communication to Zaghloul and the members 
of his delegation. Attention was called to the fact that the policy indicated had not 
yet been considered by His Majesty's Government, and that the absence of the Prime 
Minister and of many members of the Cabinet must necessarily oblige its consideration 
to be deferred. The document was sent to Mr. Scott for, his information and, that of 
the Egyptian Government on that clear understanding. The main points were likely 
to become generally known, because they would probably form the basis on which 
Zaghloul and his friends, who were acquainted with them, would conduct their 
operations, but they were not intended for publication. 

The full text of the document referred to above is contained in the following 
telegram [No. 751], which was despatched to Mr. Scott on the same date :— 

The accompanying Memorandum is the result of conversations held in London in 
June to August 1920, between Lord Milner and the members of the Special Mission 
to Egypt, and Zaghloul Pasha and the members of the Egyptian Delegation, in which 



-conversations Adli Pasha also took part . I t outlines a policy for the settlement of 
the Egyptian question in the best interests, "both of Great Britain and Egypt. 

The members of the Mission are prepared to recommend the British Government 
to adopt the policy indicated in the Memorandum, if. they are satisfied that Zaghloul 
Pasha and the Delegation are likewise prepared to advocate it, and will use all their 
influence to obtain the assent of an Egyptian National Assembly to the conclusion of 
-such a Treaty as is contemplated in Articles 3 and 4. 

It is clear that, unless both parties are cordially united in supporting it, the 
policy here suggested cannot be pursued with success. 

MEMORANDUM. 

1. In order to establish, the independence of Egypt on a secure and lasting basis, 
it is necessary that the relations between Great Britain and Egypt, should be precisely 
defined, and the privileges and immunities now enjoyed in Egypt by the. capituiatory 
Powers should be modified and rendered less injurious to the interests of the country. 

2. These ends cannot be achieved without further negotiations between accredited 
representatives of the British and Egyptian Governments respectively in the one case, 
and between the British Government and the Governments of the capituiatory 
Powers in the other case. Such negotiations will be directed to arriving at definite 
agreements on the following l i n e s  

3 . —  ( 1 ) As between Egypt and Great Britain it is proposed that a Treaty should 
be entered into, under which Great Britain will recognize the independence of Egypt 
as a constitutional monarchy with representative institutions, and Egypt will confer 
upon Great Britain such rights as are necessary to safeguard her special interests and 
to enable her to furnish the guarantees which must be given to foreign Powers to 
secure the relinquishment of their capituiatory rights. 

(2) By the same Treaty, an Alliance wall be concluded between Great Britain 
and. Egypt, by which Great Britain will undertake to support Egypt in defending the 
integrity of her territory, and Egypt will undertake, in case of war, even when the 
integrity of Egypt is not affected, to render to Great Britain all the assistance in. her 
power, within her own borders, including the use. of her harbours, aerodromes, and 
means of communication for military purposes. 

4. The proposed Treaty will embody stipulations to the following effect:— 
(i) Egypt will enjoy the right to representation in foreign countries. In the 

absence of any duly-accredited Egyptian representative, the Egyptian 
Government will confide its interests to the care of the British represen
tative. Egypt will undertake not to adopt in foreign countries an 
attitude which is inconsistent with the Alliance or will create difficulties 
for Great Britain, and will also undertake not to enter into any agreement 
with a foreign Power which is prejudicial to British interests. 

(ii) Egypt will confer on Great Britain the right to maintain a military force 
on Egyptian soil for the protection of her Imperial communications. 
The Treaty will fix the place where the force shall be quartered, and 
will regulate any subsidiary matters which require to be arranged. 
The presence of this force shall not constitute in any manner a military 
occupation of the country, or prejudice the rights of the Government of 
Egypt. ; 

(iii) Egypt wall appoint, in concurrence with His Majesty's Government, a 
Financial Adviser, to whom shall be entrusted in due course the powers at 
present exercised by the Commissioners of the Debt, and who will be at 
the disposal of the Egyptian Government for all other matters on which 
they may desire to consult him. 

(iv) Egypt will appoint, in concurrence with His Majesty's Government, an 
official in the Ministry of Justice, who shall enjoy the right of access to 
the Minister. He shall be kept fully informed on. all matters connected 
with the administration of the law as affecting foreigners, and will also 
be at the disposal of the Egyptian Government for consultation on any 
matter connected with the efficient maintenance of law and order. 

.(v) In view of the contemplated transfer to His Majesty's Government of the 
rights hitherto exercised under the regime of the Capitulations by the 

( various foreign Governments, Egypt recognizes the right of Great 
Britain to intervene, through her representative in Egypt, to prevent 



the application to foreigners of any Egyptian law now requiring foreign: 
consent, and Great Britain on her side undertakes not to exercise this. 
right except in the case of laws operating inequitably against 
foreigners. 

Alternative. 

hi view of the contemplated transfer to His Majesty's Government 
of the rights hitherto exercised under the regime of the Capitulations by 
the various foreign Governments, Egypt recognizes the right of Great 
Britain to intervene, through her representative in Egypt, to prevent 
the application to foreigners of any Egyptian law now requiring foreign 
consent, and Great Britain on her side undertakes not to exercise this 
right except in the case of laws inequitably discriminating against 
foreigners in the matter of taxation, or inconsistent with the principles: 
of legislation common to all the capitulatory Bowers. 

(vi) On account of the special relations between Great Britain and Egypt 
created by the Alliance, the British representative will be accorded an 
exceptional position in Egypt, and will be entitled to precedence over 
all other representatives. 

(vii) The engagements of British and other foreign officers and administrative 
officials who entered into the service of the Egyptian Government 
before the coming into force of the Treaty, may be terminated at the 
instance of either the officials themselves or the Egyptian Government,, 
at any time within two years after the coming info force of the Treaty. 
The pension or compensation to be accorded to officials retiring under 
this provision, in addition to that provided by the existing law, shall be 
determined by the Treaty, In cases where no advantage is taken of" 
this arrangement, existing terms of service will remain unaffected. 

5. This Treaty will be submitted to the approval of a Constituent Assembly, but 
it will not come into force until after the agreements with foreign Powers for the 
closing of their consular courts and the decrees for the reorganization of the Mixed 
Tribunals have come into operation. 

6. This Constituent Assembly will also be charged with the duty of framing a 
new Organic Statute, in accordance with the provisions of which the Government 
oh Egypt will in future be conducted. This Statute will embody provisions for 
the Ministers being responsible to the Legislature. It will also provide for religious 
toleration for all persons, and for the due protection of the rights of foreigners. 

.7. The necessary modifications in the regime of the Capitulations will be.secured 
by agreements to be concluded by Great Britain with the various capitulatory Powers. 
These agreements will provide for the closing of the foreign consular courts, so as to 
render possible the. reorganization and extension of the jurisdiction of the Mixed 
Tribunals ancl the application to all foreigners in Egypt of the legislation (including 
legislation imposing taxation) enacted by the Egyptian Legislature. 

8. These agreements will provide for the transfer to His Majesty's Government 
of the rights previously exercised under the regime of the Capitulations by the various . 
foreign Governments. They will also contain stipulations to the following eifect:— 

(a) No attempt will be made to discriminate against the nationals of a Power 
which agrees to close its consular courts, and such nationals shall enjoy 
in Egypt the same treatment as British subjects ; 

(b) The Egyptian Nationality Law will be founded on the jus sanguinis, so that 
the children born in Egypt of a foreigner will enjoy the nationality of 
their father ancl will not be claimed as Egyptian subjects; 

(c) Consular officers of the foreign Powers shall, be accorded by Egypt the same
status as foreign Consuls enjoy in England ; 

(rl) Existing treaties and conventions to which Egypt is a party on matters of 
commerce and navigation, including postal and telegraphic conventions, 
will remain in force. Pending the conclusion of special agreements to 
which she is a party, Egypt will apply the treaties in force between 
Great Britain and the foreign Power concerned on questions affected by 
the closing of the consular courts, such as extradition treaties, treaties for 
the surrender of seamen deserters, &c, as also treaties of a political nature, , 



whether multilateral or bilateral, e.g., arbitration conventions and the 
various conventions relating to the conduct of hostilities. 

(B) The liberty to maintain schools and to teach the language of the foreign 
country concerned will be guaranteed, provided that such schools are 
subject in all respects to the laws applicable generally to European 
schools in Egypt. 

(/) The liberty to maintain or organize religious and charitable foundations, such 
as hospitals, &c, will also be guaranteed. 

The treaties will also provide for the necessary changes in the Commission of 
the Debt and the elimination of the international element in the Alexandria Board of 
Health. 

9. The legislation rendered necessary by die aforesaid agreements between Great 
Britain and the foreign Powers will be effected by decrees to be issued by the 
Egyptian Government. 

A decree shall be enacted at the same time, validating all measures, legislative, 
administrative or judicial, taken under martial law. 

10. The decrees for the reorganization of the Mixed Tribunals will provide for 
conferring upon these tribunals all jurisdiction hitherto exercised by the foreign 
consular courts, while leaving the jurisdiction of the native courts untouched. 

11. After the coming into force of the Treaty referred to in Article 3, Great 
Britain will communicate its terms to foreign Powers and wall support an application 
by Egypt for admission as a member of the League of Nations. 

With reference to these proposals, the following telegram [Circ. No. 49] from the 
Foreign Office was circulated to His Majesty's representatives at the principal capitals 
in Europe, and at Washington, on 26th August :— 

In case exaggerated reports appear in the Press with regard to recent develop
ments in the Egyptian situation, it may be well for you to be acquainted with the 
following facts :— 

As a result of negotiations between Lord MilneFs Mission and Zaghloul and his 
associates, certain heads of agreement have been arrived at, the substance of which 
was more or less correctly published in the Times of 23rd and 24th August. These 
terms have not yet received the approval or the consideration of His Majesty's 
Government. 

Certain of Zaghloufs associates are returning to Egypt to endeavour to obtain 
the support of the Egyptian people for an agreement on the lines proposed. If they 
are successful, and if His Majesty's Government approve, it will then be necessary for 
a treaty to be negotiated by properly appointed representatives of His Majesty's 
Government and of the Sultan of Egypt. Nothing in the terms of the proposed 
agreement will interfere with the modification of the Capitulations and abolition of 
consular courts, the negotiations with regard to which you should endeavour to 
expedite as much as possible. 

Nor does the agreement affect the Sudan. 

PALESTINE. 

Trans-Jordania,—Telegraphing [No. 207] on 22nd August, Sir Herbert Samuel 
reported, his visit on the 20th to Es Salt, where he was welcomed by the Arab 
population. He received numerous deputations from towns, villages and tribes of the 
neighbouring district and. southwards to Akaba, all asking for British administration. 
At a meeting held on the following day, Sir Herbert set forth the lines on which the 
British administration of Trans-Jordania might be established, all of which were 
warmly received. Sir Herbert reported that it was impossible that the desire for 
British administration could be more definite and unanimous. 

On 26th August Lord Curzon telegraphed [No. 110] to Sir Herbert Samuel that 
any extension of their responsibilities in Arab districts was contrary to the desire of 
His Majesty's Government, who could not go beyond a very limited assistance to a 
native administration. There must be no question of establishing any British 
administration in Trans-Jordania. All that might be done at present was to send 
a few suitable political officers, who would receive special instructions on the lines 
laid down in Foreign Office telegram [No. 80] of 11th August. The duties of these 
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officers, as indicated therein, were to be confined to the encouragement of local self
government and to giving advice to the people, when they asked for it. Assistance 
was to be given in the formation of municipal and district self-governing bodies, and 
no opportunity was to be lost of encouraging t radewi th Palestine, which, it was to be 
emphasized, is the natural outlet for Trans-Jordania. 

In acknowledgment of the above, Sir .Herbert reported [No. 224] on 27th August 
that he had established officers at Es Salt, Ammam, Kerak, Irbid and Jarash, with 
instructions strictly in conformity with the lines laid down. 

MESOPOTAMIA. 

Military Policy.—On 26th Angust the Secretary of State for War despatched the 
following telegram to General Haldane, Commanding-in-Chief the Forces in 
Mesopotamia: — 

I take this opportunity of sending you my earnest good wishes for the. success of 
the difficult task you are discharging. The Cabinet have decided that the rebels 

' must be quelled effectually, and I shall endeavour to meet all your requirements. 
We have arranged to send, you the additional 19 battalions from India. The third air 
squadron should shortly be available for action, and I have to-day ordered the fourth 
air squadron (the 55th) from Constantinople to Basra with all speed. Thus, by the 
middle or end of October you should be possessed of effective striking forces, and a 
vigorous use of these to put down and punish disaffection, combined with the policy of 
setting up an Arab State, should bring about a better situation. 

I shall be glad to hear from you if you have any further needs, though, of course, 
you know how severely strained our limited resources are. 

INDIA. 

Situation on the Frontier.—On 26th August the Viceroy reported that the situation 
on the Hazara border between Mansehra and Oghi had become unsettled, as a result 
of the Caliphate agitation. As a precautionary measure, at the request of. the Chief 
Commissioner, troops from the Abbottabad district had been sent into the affected 
area. According to the latest reports the situation was improving. 

Tlie Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on 21st August 
and 27th August :— 

I. (21st August.)—To prepare the ground for a special session, of the All-India 
Congress Committee in September, the Provincial. Congress Committees were invited 
to express their views on non-co-operation. In Madras no decision was arrived at. 
Patna decided in favour of non-co-operation, but many members challenged ihe decision. 
In Lahore non-co-operation was carried by a majority of votes. In Bombay it was 
approved. The Bengal Committee has also passed a resolution, moved by Bipin 
Chandra Pal, recording the. opinion that non-co-operation in the sense of passive 
resistance is a perfectly constitutional weapon in the political struggle between the 
people and the Government, and is the only effective weapon left to the former; that 
the practical working out of this principle should, be left to each province; that 
as auxiliaries to the non-co-operation campaign, attempts should be made to establish 
arbitration courts and national education institutions, and to revive the Swadeshi and. 
boycott movements, but that the boycott should not extend to the new legislative bodies, 
which demand the presence of members prepared to resort to non-co-operation 
within the Council. These represent extremist views, and are generally disapproved 
by the moderates. Mr. N. D. Metha has withdrawn his name from membership of 
the reception committee of the special congress in view of the adoption of the non
co-operation resolution by the Bengal Provincial Committee. 

2. Meantime, Gandhi, touring in Madras, upholds non-co-operation as constitu
tional so long as it is without violence ; he has made an appeal to lawyers to suspend 
practice, and evolve law and order through the institution of Panchayat courts. He 
appealed to people not to send boys to schools, which were mere factories for 
manufacturing clerks and Government servants; he appealed to people not to seek 



-election in the Legislative Council and to boycott the visit of the Prince of Wales. 
He urged Mussulmans to stand single-handed, and to make it impossible for the 
-Congress to give any other verdict but in favour of non-co-operation. B. C. Pal,, 
speaking in Calcutta before the Provincial Congress Committee referred to above, 
indicated two ways of obtaining national freedom : (1) revolution,which was impossible; 
(2) peaceful conciliation, ecpially impossible; non-co-operation was the only weapon 
left, by which he meant passive resistance. He did not support Gandhfs four stages, 
but two stages : (a) refusal to give social honour to title holders, and (6) complete 
reduction of the social value of Government service. 

3. Approximately 30,000 muhajarins migrated to Afghanistan, mainly from the 
rural tracts of the Peshawar district, but the excitement has spread to Bannu, Kohat 
:and other districts. The orders from Afghanistan came at a time when feeling was 
beginning to run dangerously high, and to affect Government servants, including the 
police. The general tension appears to be slackening and the position is distinctly 
better. Zafar Ali, tlie editor of the Zaminclar paper, Lahore, has been refused 
permission, to enter the North-West Frontier Province. The Sincl leader advises no 
further migration for the next two months owing to the difficulties of the journey and 
the [excessive heat. The Central Caliphate Committee, Bombay, inter alia resolved, 
in spite of some opposition, that the Hijrat movement be controlled and supervised 
by the Central Caliphate Committee, for the purpose of which a Hijrat Sub-Committee 
should be formed. Small numbers of muhajarius are beginning to return from 
Afghanistan with graphic tales of the hardships endured alter passing Land! Kotal. 
They say that a strong barrier has been erected across the Khyber Pass to prevent 
further unauthorized entry into Afghanistan, b u t ' t h e delegation of the Peshawar 
Caliphate Committee have been allowed to start for Jelalabad to confer with General. 
Nadir Khan. The general situation in Peshawar remains unchanged in the matter 
-of the orderly conduct of the muhajarius, but religious excitement continues. The 
situation is otherwise quiet, although the tone of the vernacular Press continues 
unchanged. The non-co-operation movement and the Hijrat movement gain little 
support in Bengal, the United Provinces, Delhi, and the Punjab, although the Hijrat 
movement is being energetically canvassed in Delhi, and efforts are being made to 
despatch a large party early in September. The Hijrat movement, however, for the 
time being is broken by the action of Afghanistan. 

The appointment of Tej Bahadur Sapru, Law Member, is well received, the 
Leader of Allahabad describing it as a matter of special and particular satisfaction. 
Lord Sinha's appointment is severely criticized in the Independent as destroying the 
independence of the Indian Executive Council, and applying the policy of Akbar, but 
is generally very well received by the rest of the Press, both English and Indian. 

Severe floods have occurred in Midnapur causing immense damage, over 20 
villages have been inundated, and the crops totally destroyed; relief measures are 
in progress. The Orissa districts are also affected, but to a smaller extent. 

II. (27th August.)—Gandhi anch Shaukat All have toured Madras, and after the 
special congress contemplate a tour in Bihar and Orissa and the United Provinces. 
In Madras they secured a few more resignations of titles by bullying tactics, Gandhi 
-on one occasion refusing to eat or speak with his hosts until he received four 
resignations. Shaukat Ali is inciting the younger enthusiasts to bring pressure to 
bear by means of public insult and humiliation. These tactics are expected to 
produce a reaction. GandhPs speeches have contained nothing exceptionally violent, 
although inherently seditious and disloyal. Nothing has been done by the Govern
ment of Madras to interfere with the tour. Shaukat Ali makes little concealment of 
his approbation of stronger measures if Gandhis programme of non-violence fails. 

Bombay.-—The Provincial Congress adopted non-co-operation. Detailed reports 
regarding resignations in Sincl by reason of Pir Mahbub Shah's arrest show 19 clerks, 
(? two) teachers, (? six honorary teachers), five peons, 10 honorary magistrates, 10 
gun licensees, 12 students. The highest officer resigning—one assistant surgeon. In 
Ahmeclabad, Shaukat Ali in canvassing resignations met with a blank refusal. He 
advocates the Hijrat, followed by a Jehad conjointly with the central organization of 
the Hijrat, including a triumphal procession of muhajarins, but the closing of the 
frontiers and the reports given by muhajarins, returning in large numbers from 
Afghanistan, of the hardships endured on the way, the treatment received and the 
prohibition against participation in a profession, will largely nullify this. The 
Central Caliphate Committee is willing to hold a conference with Calcutta at the 



time of the special congress and league. They may (? reiterate parliamentary 
enthusiasm). Abdullah Harun of Karachi suggested turning the Aligarh students 
into itinerant preachers in the likely event of the college closing through internal 
pressure on the authorities to refuse a Government grant-in-aid. 

Sind..—Pir Mahbub Shah has signed an unconditional renunciation, and no" 
conditions have been imposed on him under section 401 C.P.C. on release. His 
declaration was as follows: " What I am reported to have said at Tando Mohamed 
" meeting is true. Having repented, I pray that Government will be pleased to 
" pardon me for my offence. I promise for the future not to make, any speeches. 
" of this kind, and to remain obedient and loyal to the Government." 

Bengal.—There is considerable diversity of opinion as to non-co-operation, and. 
when the principle of resolutions was adopted there was silence as to the practice. 

United Provinces.—The Provincial Caliphate Deputation has started touring.. 
There have been local attempts to induce honorary magistrates and title holders to
resign, but these efforts failed save in three or four cases. There is a growing 
bitterness in the tone of the Press, and the withdrawal of Indian troops from. 
Mesopotamia is urged, 

The United Provinces Provincial congress adopted non-co-operation, and resolved 
to boycott His Royal Highness The Duke of Connaught, but it is doubtful how far this
is not mere bluff. 

Bihar and Orissa.—The Provincial Caliphate Committee has decided to push the 
Hijrat programme, being hopeless of non-co-operation in the province being realized,, 
and a Hijrat Committee has been formed. Wild rumours regarding intending 
muhajarins are in circulation. Actually 12 names have been registered. The Hijrat 
has no chance in Bihar and Orissa. It is anticipated that Mohameclans will exercise 
the right of Kurbani as usual. 

Delhi.—The Caliphate workers are trying hard to persuade the people of Delhi 
not to pay the indemnity levied by the local administration on the city, and. when 
property is attached by the Government, not to buy it. 

Norih-West Frontier Province.—The situation on the Hazara border is unsettled, 
and. hostile demonstrations are anticipated. This is due to the Caliphate agitation 
and the Hijrat excitement in the Mansehra tahsil. A flying column has been sent 
from Abbottabad, and detachments of troops, as prompt action was reported necessary 
in the Mansehra tahsil, where at the instigation of the Maulvi Muhammad Ishag and. 
other ringleaders the agitation assumed dangerous proportions. Orders have been 
issued by the Commander-m-Chief to invoke the aid of the Nawab of Arab, and to
arrest Ishag and the ringleaders if necessary, and in any case not to allow them 
to escape oyer the border. The latest report is that the situation has been improved 
by the presence of the troops—all is cjuiet. 

2 . Generally speaking, non-co-operation has been nominally adopted in principle 
by most of the Provincial Committees, but is not likely to be taken up in practice 
owing to the wide divergence from Gandhi and the Caliphate Committee, on the one 
hand, and the bulk of nationalist objection on the other. Consideration of incon
venient details will be avoided. We have already asked Local Governments to 
prosecute persons inciting to violence, or attempting to seduce troops, and we 
propose to follow this up by a letter, again urging the necessity of vigorous action 
in this direction. The Government of Bombay has prosecuted three or four persons 
as such, and we believe the Punjab Government contemplate similar action against 
some provincial agitators. 

3. The Viceroy's opening speech at the autumn session, of which a summary was;, 
telegraphed home by Reuter on 20th instant, was well received, and there is a more 
friendly feeling in the air, Patel and Malaviya being absent. The Press has com- 
mentecl favourably on the Viceroy's plea for peace, although the extremist organs, 
harp on the point that no peace is possible until the Punjab officers are punished, 
and the Caliphate wrongs are righted. 



League of Nations, and Imperial Cabinet.-On 19th August the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies sent the following communication to the Governors-General of 
Canada and South Africa, the Officer Administering the Government of New Zealand, 
and the Governor of, Newfoundland :—The Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of 
Australia has enquired by telegraph whether it would be - possible to arrange for a 
meeting of the Imperial Cabinet after the conclusion of the.meeting of the Assembly 
of the League of Nations next November, in order to discuss questions to be submitted 
to the Imperial Conference, or Cabinet, some time next year. After consultation 
with Mr. Lloyd George,,1 have-replied that I am communicating the suggestion to the 
other Dominion Governments,' and that His Majesty's Government will be [very glad 
to hold meetings of the Imperial Cabinet, if they wish to send representatives to 
London at that time. 

Please let me know by telegraph as soon as possible your Governments views. 
[See under Australia, pi. 10.] 
[The replies received to the above will be found under the headings of the 

respective Dominions.] 

Disposal of German Naval Material.—The following message from the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies was telegraphed to the Governors-General of Canada, South 
Africa, the Officer Administering the Government of New Zealand, and the Governor 
of Newfoundland on 21st August :— 

My Despatch dated 25th March, Dominions 126, It has now been decided that 
no credit shall be given to Germany for floating docks or other material surrendered 
as compensation for warships sunk, ancl therefore any such material which it may 
be possible to allot to Dominion Governments will be handed over free of charge. I t 
is considered necessary that the material available should be used in the best interests 
of the whole Empire, the first claim being that of the navy, ancl allocation for non
naval purposes, either in the United Kingdom or in the Dominions or in the Colonies, 
being considered with reference to the merits of each case. It is suggested that the 
Dominion Governments should appoint representatives to discuss with the representa
tives of the Departments concerned here, how any material available should be allotted. 
I should be glad to learn whom your Ministers appoint for this purpose. Details of the 
material to be surrendered have not yet been settled, as only a small part of the 
original German offer has been found serviceable, and alternative material has been 
mentioned to the German authorities. 

C A N A D A ' . 

League of Nations.—On 25th August the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
telegraphed to the Governoi-General as follows:—I now learn from the Prime Minister 
of the Commonwealth of Australia that his suggestion that the Commonwealth should 
be represented at Geneva was.conditional upon other Dominions being represented by 
their respective Prime Ministers, in which case he would endeavour to come also, I 
should be glad to hear from you as soon as possible. The Prime Minister of New 
Zealand cannot attend this year. 

[See under "Dominions," above.] 
[ A telegram in the same terms was sent to the Governor-General of South 

Africa.] 
In reply to the above the Governor-General announced on 28 th August that the 

Canadian Prime Minister would not attend at Geneva. 

Imperial Cabinet.—Referring to the proposal put forward in the Secretary of 
State's telegram to the Dominions, dated 19th August, the Governor-General sent the 
following on 30th August :—I am informed by my Prime Minister that it will be 
impossible for him to attend the proposed meeting this year of the Imperial Cabinet. 
My Government are doubtful whether the proposed constitutional Conference can 
with advantage be held in the New Year. They are impressed with the importance 
of the issues to be discussed, and if possible determined, at such a Conference, and 
they think that their consideration at the Conference should, in the Dominions at least, 
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be preceded by the fullest opportunity for discussions by the people concerned as 
represented in Parliament and also in the Press. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been reported from the 
Department of External Affairs at Ottawa :— 

1. The Dominion Bureau of Statistics at Ottawa estimates that the Canadian, 
wheat crop will this year reach a total of 202.338,000 bushels, or 71,000,000 bushels 
more than the 1919 crop. Oats are expected to yield 497,000,000 bushels, or 
102,000,000 more than last year. The crop of flax seed is likely to amount to 
12,850,000 bushels, or nearly double last yeaFs yield. 

2. The immigration returns for the six months ended 30th June show 68,000 
arrivals dur ing that period, out of which 37,000 were from the United Kingdom, 
25,000 from the United States, and 6,400 from other countries. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Imperial Cabinet.—On 13th August the Governor-General transmitted to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies the following message from the Prime Minister:— 
I should be glad to be informed firstly, as to the probable duration of the meeting, 
and secondly, whether it would be possible to arrange for a meeting of the Imperial 
Cabinet after the conclusion of the League of Nations meeting, in order to discuss 
those questions which are to be submitted some time next year to the Imperial 
Conference, or the Cabinet. 

In reply to the foregoing the Secretary of State telegraphed on 19th August as 
follows :—-

With reference to your telegram of the 13th August, please inform your Prime 
Minister that the League of Nations Secretariat find it difficult to estimate how long 
the first meeting of the Assembly is likely to last. There is a long agenda, and the 
Secretariat think that the meeting might continue as long as four or dive weeks, and 
cannot last less than a fortnight. 

I am communicating to the other Dominion Governments the suggestion of your 
Prime Minister that an Imperial Cabinet should be held in London after the Assembly, 
to discuss questions to be submitted to the Imperial Conference, or Cabinet, next 
year, and His Majesty's Government will be very glad to hold meetings of the Imperial 
Cabinet, if the Dominion Governments wish to send representatives to London at that 
time. We shall be glad in any event, however, to take the opportunity of discussing 
informally with your Prime Minister the matters referred to, and any others out
standing. , 

Consequent on this reply the Governor-General transmitted the following message 
from the Prime Minister on 23rd August :— 

I am afraid my telegram was not quite clear. What I intended to suggest was 
that if the Prime Ministers of other Dominions were going to Geneva, I would in that 
case endeavour to come also, so that we might meet in London afterwards to deal 
(group undecypherable) all those matters which it is suggested should bo dealt with 
next June. This would obviate our coming to London in the New Year. -If the other 
Dominions are not going to be represented at the League, of Nations by the Prime 
Ministers, the proposed meeting could not, of course, take place. 

Austrian Debts.—Referring to the telegram from the Secretary of State to the 
Dominions on 7th August [B.E.R., xxxiv, p. 7], the Governor-General telegraphed as 
follows on 26th August :— 

The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia have decided not to adopt 
the clearing office scheme for the adjustment of Austrian debts. 

German Consular Representation [B.E.R., xix, p. 10].—On 30th August the 
Governor-General transmitted the following repfy to the enquiry from the Colonial 
Office, dated 1st J u n e : — 

The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia does not approve of the 
appointment of a German Consular representative in Australia. 



NEW ZEALAND. 

Butter [B.E.R., xxiv, p. 11].—With reference to his telegram of 9th August, the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies sent the following to the Officer Administering the 
^Government of New Zealand on 17th Augus t :— 

In view of the representations of the High Commissioner, and in order to 
encourage the production of butter, the Food Controller now makes the following 
final offer for the exportable surplus of New Zealand butter, to be delivered to 
store in New Zealand up to 31st January .1921 : for butter graded 88 points and 
over, 147. per cwt. f.o.b. ; for butter graded below 88 points, the price to be reduced 
by Is . 6d. per cwt. for each point below 88. 

In acknowledging this message the Officer Administering the Government 
telegraphed on 26th August as follows i - T h  e Prime Minister met the New Zealand 
Butter Committee . on 25th August and was informed that the Committee woidd 
recommend the producers to accept the prices offered by His Majesty's Government, 
including the existing terms of payment, storage, &o, provided the term of the 
contract is extended to cover butter manufactured up to 3 is t March next, and that a 
free and unrestricted market in the United Kingdom is granted for New Zealand 
butter manufactured after that date. The producers also require that sales and 
contracts made or entered into with buyers in the United States of America and 
Canada prior to 21st August 1920 be allowed to be completed, the estimated total 
quantity covered by such sales and contracts being 2,000 tons. In view of the 
protracted nature of the negotiations, my Ministers will appreciate a reply by telegram, 
if possible within one week. 

On 27th August the Secretary of State sent the following reply :—His Majesty's 
Government agree to extend the offer to cover the butter delivered to store in New 
Zealand up to 31st March next, and raise no objection to the completion of contracts 
made prior to 21st August with the buyers from the United States of America and 
Canada. Subject to unforeseen contingencies, a free market is contemplated in 
respect of the exportable surplus after 31st March. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxiv, p. 1 1 ] . - I n continuation of the correspondence on this 
subject, the Officer Administering the Government transmitted the following on 21st 
August:—-

At a representative conference of wool-growers held on 18th August it was 
decided to request the High Commissioner for New Zealand to select two suitable 
men in England as New Zealand representatives, to confer with the Ministry of 
Munitions. The Prime Minister will be glad, therefore, if the nominees of the High 
Commissioner for New Zealand could be accepted by the Ministry of Munitions as 
nominees of the Government of New Zealand. My Ministers desire me to convey the 
thanks of the Government of New Zealand for the opportunity afforded of appointing 
these representatives in connection with the disposal of Government wool. 

Imperial Cabinet.—Referring to the telegram of 19th August from the Secretary 
-of State [see under " Dominions," p . 9], the Officer Administering the Government 
sent the following message on 24th August :— 

Regarding the meeting in November of the Imperial Cabinet, Mr. Massey fears 
it will not be possible for him to be absent during the latter part of this year from 
New Zealand, but my Prime Minister will endeavour to make other arrangements for 
the representation of New Zealand at the meetings, should they be held as suggested 
by Mr. Hughes. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Lord Buxton,—-The Secretary of State for the Colonies transmitted the following 
message to the Governor-General on 19th Augus t : -Be fo re your departure from 
South Africa, I desire on behalf of His Majesty's Government to express to you our 
high appreciation of the services which yotr have rendered to the Empire throughout 
your period of office as Governor-G!eneral of the Union and His Majesty's High 
Commissioner for South Africa. It has been your lot to fill these high offices during 
the most momentous period of our history, and we recognize with admiration the 



untiring energy and excellent judgment which you have brought to bear on the 
difficult problems with which you were continually confronted. From every quarter 
we have had testimony to the regard and esteem, in which you are held alike by the 
Governments and the people of South Africa, and we are sure that they will join with 
us in cordial recognition of the good work you have done for their country, and in, 
wishing you ali happiness and success in the future. 

I beg that you will transmit a copy of this message to your Prime Minister with, 
an expression of my hope that he will give publicity to it. 

In acknowledgment of the above Lord Buxton replied. on 20th August :—I thank 
you for your telegram of 19th August. I appreciate most highly the message from 
His Majesty's Government. I t has given me the greatest pleasure and satisfaction. 
My period of office here has been of the utmost interest to me, and so far as I may 
have been successful in carrying out my duties, it has been due to the unfailing
support and encouragement I have received throughout from the Governments and 
peoples of the Union of South Africa, and in the High "Commission Territories. I. 
cannot be too grateful for the confidence you and your predecessor-s have reposed in. 
me throughout my term of office. 

League of Nations.—[See under " Canada," p. 9.] 

Imperial Cabinet.—On 27th August, the Governor-General telegraphed as follows :: 
—With reference to your telegram of 19th August [see under " Dominions," p . 9], t he 
Prime Minister will not be able to attend the meeting of the Assembly of the League 
of Nations, and South Africa wall be represented either by another Minister Or by the . 
High Commissioner. The Prime Minister will be unable to attend therefore the 
meeting of the Imperial Cabinet suggested. He thinks the clanger is, if other Prime 
Ministers attend now, that some of them will not attend next year the much more 
important meeting, and that this would be most regrettable. 



[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty's Government.] 

Printed for the Cabinet. 9 7 

SECRET. 

BRITISH E M P I R E REPORT. 

No. 26. 15th September 1920. 

CONTENTS. 

Great Britain. 
The Labour Situation. 

Colonies, Protectorates, &c. 
Egypt,—Sweden ancl the British Protectorate. Return of the Delegates. 

Manifesto by Four Princes. 
Palestine.—The Deraa-Semak Railway Section. 

India. 
Situation on the Frontier. The Viceroy's Weekly Reports. 
Overseas Garrisons and the Indian Army. 

The Dominions. 
Canada.—Miscellaneous. 
New Zealand.—Freight Rates.: Imperial Wireless Committee. 
South Africa.'—Departure of Lord and Lady Buxton. Lord Buxton's Farewell 

Address. South African Banking Amalgamation. 



The following paragraphs are taken from the Reports of the Ministry of Labour 
for the weeks ending 4th September and 11th September, and give a general survey 
of the situation for the respective weeks :— 

The Labour Situation.— [4th September.] As far as industrial disputes are 
concerned the situation is becoming more serious. The Triple Alliance have given 
moral support to the miners' demands. They have not, however, committed them
selves unconditionally to active support, but at their meeting on the 1st September 
decided to authorize the sub-committee of the Alliance to remain in continuous 
session with power to add to their number. The Executive Council of the Association 
of British Chambers of Commerce have passed a resolution calling upon the Govern
ment to refuse entirely to entertain the miners' demands, in view of the economic 
situation of the country. . The secretary cf the National Union of Manufacturers 
(Incorp.) has stated that a large number of firms intend to close down their works 
immediately on the declaration of a strike, in order to conserve their present stocks of 
coal. 

An interesting sidelight on the attitude of Labour towards the manufacture of 
war material, and the part which the National Council of Action are expected to play 
in any developments on the matter, is revealed by the resolutions passed at a meeting 
of officials of the Northamptonshire branches of the National Union of Boot and Shoe 
Operatives. Inquiries had been made in view of the recent statements that boots 
were being manufactured in various parts of tbe country for Poland and other 
belligerent nations. The meeting passed a resolution recording the opinion that the 
army boots being made at certain factories were destined for the Polish Government, 
and asking the Union Executive Council to take immediate action in conjunction with 
the National Council of Action. A second resolution requested the National Council 
of Action to ask immediately for information as to the destination of the boots, and, 
in tbe event of this information not being forthcoming or satisfactory, asked the 
Council of Action to advise the Union Executive Council what line of action they should 
pursue. 

[11th September.] The principal event of the week has been the opening of the 
Trades Union Congress at Portsmouth on the 6th September. As compared with last 
year, when the Parliamentary Committee received a notable defeat, the proceedings 
have been quiet. Interest especially attaches to the discussion on the coal mines 
situation, which took place on the 8th. A resolution was adopted endorsing the 
miners' claims, but offering no more than moral support. The attitude of the trade 
unions to the Unemployment Insurance Act was raised on the report of the 
Parliamentary Committee, but a decision Pas been postponed until the substantive 
resolutions on this subject are taken up. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

- Sweden and the British Protectorate.—Mr. Ramsay telegraphed [No. 251] from 
Stockholm on 7th September as follows :— 

Both the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Secretary-General consider it 
would be incorrect to recognize our protectorate over Egypt before the ratification 
of the treaty agreeing thereto, and point out that no neutral Power has clone so. 
They admit that recognition is a technicality and are prepared to discuss the proposed 
abolition of the consular courts in the meantime. They are awaiting a reply from the 
Swedish Minister in London before replying to our proposal. 

' The Times pi 24th August arrived during the Inter-Scandinavian meeting of 
Ministers at Copenhagen, and the extent of the proposed concessions was read by them 



-with astonishment. The matter was discussed, and it is to be expected that the 
Scandinavian countries will adopt a common policy. I gather that the Swedish 

- Government are making enquiries of other Powers with interests in Egypt. 

Return of the Delegates.—Mr. Scott telegraphed [No. 878] from Alexandria on 
7th September reporting that the four members of the Egyptian delegation had 
arrived at Alexandria that morning, and that they had been welcomed by a large 
number of friends and followers. Fairly large crowds were assembled in the streets 
when they drove to their hotel, and again in the afternoon when they were entertained 
to tea in the municipal gardens, and - considerable enthusiasm was shown. There 
were no symptoms of disorder. Mr. Scott added that he understood that the delegates 
were well satisfied with their reception in Alexandria, concerning which they had 
expressed apprehensions during the voyage. 

Manifesto by Four Princes.—On 13th September Mr. Scott transmitted [No. 900] 
the following translation of a manifesto signed by Princes Omar Toussoun, Ismail 
Daoud, Said Daoud, and Mohammed Ibrahim, which had been published on the 
previous day in the Arabic newspapers :— 

To our dear fellow countrymen. 
We issued our well-known message on 3rd January 1920, which was received 

with the highest approval by all classes of the nation. To-day we come at this 
critical period to make our opinion clear concerning the future of our country, which 
is to be decided, like other members of the nation to which we consider ourselves to 
belong, and whom we have the honour to serve. 

And this i s : that our principles,, which we set forth in that message, are 
unchanged ; and that we do not cease to adhere to them with all our power, and that 
we do not see the way to conclude any agreement which is inconsistent with, or 
restricts (literally " diminishes ' : ) the independence of Egypt with her Sudan 
independence complete, real (? without) restrictive condition. This is our opinion 
upon this critical question. It is for the nation to give its noble opinion on the 
matter. God guide us aright. 

Mr. Scott added that Princes Yusuf Kemal and Kamel-Ed-Din were abroad. 

PALESTINE. 

The Deraa-Semak Railway Section.—Sir Herbert Samuel reported from 
Jerusalem [No. 236] on 2nd September that there had been a meeting between a 
French official and the Director of Railways that day at Haifa for the purpose of 
discussing the handing over of this railway section. The French representative, 
however, declined to enter into any discussion when he found that Semak was not 
regarded by us as belonging to the section, he having been instructed to the 
contrary. 

Sir Herbert added that he wished to urge once again that for the proper working 
of the Palestine railway system the retention of the place in dispute was essential. 

INDIA. 

Situation on the Frontier [B.E.R., xxv, p . 6].—Telegraphing [No. 11531] on 1st 
September, the Viceroy reported that considerable effect had been produced in the 
cis-fronticr district by the display of military force in support of the civil power, and 
that in consequence the internal situation was reported as much improved. The 
excitement had spread, however, to the trans-frontier Black Mountain tribes, who had 
attacked the military camp at Oghi on the night of 29th August, with considerable 
loss to themselves ancl none to us. Precautions were being taken to meet possible 
eventualities, but it was hoped by the civil authorities that the tribes would be 
brought to reason without resort to military operations across the border. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reporcs.—The following reports were sent on 3rd September 
and 10th September :— 

I. (3rd September).—'The non-official Members of Council have issued a manifesto 
emphatically disapproving the policy ancl principle of non-co-operation, ancl expressing 



their deliberate conviction that the movement can do no good and is fraught with, 
harm to the best interests of the country. It would introduce elements of disorder, 
and the results would he fatal to the successful working of the Reforms Act, on 
which the future of the country largely depends. It was signed by the Raja of 
Mahmudabad, the Maharaja of Kasimbazar, Surendra Nath Banerjee, Sir Deva Prasad 
Sarvadhikarz, M. Srinavasca Sastri, Sunder Singh Majithia, Mir A sad Ali, R. D. Tata,. 
Col. Umar Hyat Khan, Khan Sahib Bhuttoo, Syed Mahomed Ali, and the following have 
since subscribed, to i t : Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Sir Gangadhar Chitnavis, Sachidananda. 
Sinha and Abdur Rahim. 

In the provinces the non-co-operation movement is gaining nominal support but
producing n o appreciable results. The Central Provinces Congress Committee has 
passed a resolution in its favour. The special Congress meets this week and some 
members of the Legislative Council have gone to Calcutta for it, including Patel 
and Khaparde; some at least professedly to oppose the movement. An appeal was 
issued by Lajpat Rai to the moderates asking for unity and attendance at Calcutta, 
but few have m a d e any response. Surendra Nath Banerjee issued a statement 
explaining the absolute uselessness of attending a congress packed -with extremists. 

GandhPs tour in Madras was not successful; the most prominent of the-
Nationalist leaders, though giving him an ovation on arrival, kept aloof from his
meetings, deserting him, as one newspaper expressed it, like rats do a sinking ship. 
The Nationalists are now divided in Madras. Very few firm adherents to Gandhi ; 
others think the movement unconstitutional; others accept the principle but do not 
accept any programme so far put forward. Owing to the apparent failure of the
attempt to secure the practical support of lawyers, Gandhi has appealed to students. 
He also attacked the Viceroy, questioning, his sincerity over the Moslem question,, 
and calling him a hypocrite. 

In the United Provinces an elaborate programme was accepted by the provincial 
committee, first stage, including (a) giving up titles and honorary distinctions ; 
ib) substitution of arbitration for recourse t o Government courts; (c) promotion o f 
national education by establishing national schools and colleges and gradually with
drawing students from Government institutions; (d) resignation from all honorary 
posts in public bodies other than those conferred by the people; (e) refusal to 
participate in any official or semi-official function or levee; (g) (sic) boycott of British 
goods. But the movement makes -but little progress in the United Provinces or 
the Punjab in spite of the activity of the extremist leaders. 

The genuineness of the AmiFs proclamation regarding muhajarin was at first 
not believed in, and the extremist section of the vernacular Press continued to 
encourage the movement, but the return of the emigrants with stories of hardships 
undergone at last convinced even the most sceptical that the movement must for the 
present, at least, be abandoned. Anti-Government feeling in the Punjab is still very 
marked. The Local Government propose to prosecute ZafarAli of Zamindar for violent 
speeches delivered in the Attock district. L i the North-West Frontier Province, except 
for the critical situation in Hazara, the AmiFs order has' had a sobering effect in 
Peshawar, Kohat, Bannu, and Dera Ismail Khan, with the result that the hijrat 
movement has become unpopular there. No sign of disorder anywhere except a t 
Hazara. We have applied the Seditious Meetings Act to this district, and have
sanctioned the internment of two mullahs in British India. The last news from 
this district is more encouraging. 

In Bombay, prohibition was at first generally believed to be a device of the 
British Government, but is now realized to be a fact. The chairman of the local 
hijrat committee cPaimed he had by reason of it dissuaded 200 prospective 
muhajarins from carrying out their intention of emigrating. Three Mohamedans 
were prosecuted in Bombay under section 103 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, and 
convicted ; having refused to furnish security for good behaviour, they were sent to 
jail for one yeaFs rigorous imprisonment, unless security was furnished. 

Before the opening of the Council on 31st August, the Viceroy made a feeling 
reference to the assassination of Mr. Willoughby, Deputy Commissioner, Kheri, United 
Provinces. Surendra Nath Banerjee, voicing the opinion of the non-official members,, 
expressed deep sorrow a n d abhorrence a t the dastardly outrage, sympathizing with 
the relatives of the deceased, and considered that the Government (? required) (? have 
not had) moral support in the maintenance of law and order. The murder Avas 
directly traceable to the Caliphate propaganda working on ignorant and fanatical 
minds, and loyal Mohameclans realize the clanger of the movement spreading to the 
masses. The leading assassin, who is a person Avith three or four previous convictions 



for burglary and one for assault on a Deputy Magistrate, and one accomplice have been 
arrested, but a second accomplice is not yet caught. There was general mourning in 
Kher i ; all shops, schools, and other institutions were closed. Sir II. Ihitler attended the 
funeral, at which large crowds were present, and afterwards addressed a general 
meeting of citizens called to express their abhorrence of the cowardly murder, a 
warning against itinerant agitation, and a call to loyal citizens to support the 
maintenance of law and order, and prevent agitation, kindling fanatical feeling and 
leading to very (? group omitted). . 

Considerable interest was aroused by the announcement of the recommendations 
of the Commission on Egypt. In some quarters it is described as the first victory 
of Islam ; and in others, for example the Independent, of Allahabad, as a master stroke 
of policy certain to increase the menace to India's freedom and future, but while 
complicating the course of the evolution of national freedom in India likely to impart 
a new inspiration and strength to . the Nationalist movement, and call forth the 
determination of tbe people to win legitimate freedom without waiting upon the 
pleasure of British politicians, forcing their hands to do the same thing by India as 
by Egypt. jk 

Much indignation is expressed at the proposal to erect a slaughter house at 
Ratona, Central Provinces, in connexion with Davenport & Co.'s Central Provinces 
Tanning and Trading Company, brought in to replace the previous insanitary and 
unscientific conditions by up-to-date methods. Meetings of protest have been held 
in Bombay, Calcutta, and elsewhere, and resolutions passed in the local council. The 
Chief Commissioner agreed to suspend the construction until a mixed committee of 
officials and non-officials had issued draft rules under the Slaughter of Animals Act. 

Jallianwala Bagh lias now been purchased for Rs. 5,00,000 after the case had 
gone to court.' An appeal has been issued to raise the balance from one to four lakhs 
for the erection of a memorial. 

I I . (10th September.)—Tbe provincial reports show that attention is focussed on 
the Special Congress which met on the 4th. Prior to the meeting,, resolutions were 
adopted accepting non-co-operation in principle, but leaving details to the decision 
of the Congress. Press reports of the sessions show that 25,000 persons, including 
5,000 delegates representing all the provinces, were present. Great, though not 
universal, enthusiasm was evinced. The Hunter Committee recommendations, the 
Turkish peace treaty and non-co-operation were the points for discussion. Prominent 
Moderate leaders were absent, but the rank and file were largely represented. The 
Chairman of the Reception Committee, Mr. B. Chakravarti, condemned the Hunter 
Committee Report, criticised tire House of Lords, the. attitude towards General Dyer, 
and claimed for India independence on the lines of Egypt, and emphasized that 
Hindus should stand by Moslems to the last in the Caliphate movement. President 
Lajpat Rai devoted the mam portion to Punjab events, concentrating on the attacks 
on Sir M. 0'Dwyer ; urged that it was the duty of every Indian to press for his punish
ment and prosecution; that they owed it to themselves, their women and children, to 
seek for redress for the Amritsar atrocities ; pressed on the recall of the Viceroy, and 
unreserved moral and constitutional support to Moslems in the Caliphate agitation ; 
but gave no opinion or lead on non-co-operation, leaving it to the Congress. The 
opinion is held that Congress circles generally favour the principle of non-co-operation, 
but differ widely as to its practical application. A large body of leaders take the view 
that a boycott of Councils and professions is ill-advised. The " Subjects Committee 
sat seven hours on the 5th discussing non-co-operation without coming to any definite 
decision. 

Press comments vary. The Civil and Military Gazette characterizes the presidents 
speech as indefinite and inaccurate. The Pioneer says that he rehashed old and 
stale diatribes against the Punjab with the object of exciting racial animosity and 
providing a stimulus to non-co-operation, already beginning to hang fire. The Leader 
considers the whole view of the position and prospect taken by the president more 
gloomy than is justified by facts. The Bengalee gives a warning that non-co-operation 
should not be discussed in a huff: Bengal, wise by experience, refuses to be caught 
by the glamour of a scheme destined to fail. The Tribune considers the address 
manly and outspoken, the outpouring of the Pun j ab i lacerated heart. The Bande
matram eulogizes the excellent handling of the Caliphate question. The Madras 
Mail criticizes the president for the want of clear directions as an impartial judge 
upon the expediency, advantage, or risk of non-co-operation. The Madras Times is 
surprised that no decided opinion for or against non-co-operation was indicated. The 
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Hindu considers the address overwhelmingly judicial. The New India wants the 
president not to allow the Congress to be driven over to the non-co-operation principle 
by a feeling that the Caliphate and the Punjab have aroused the gospel of despair in 
any. Justice congratulates the president on making no definite pronouncement on 
non-co-operation. 

The Congress re-assembling on 8th September, Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri moved 
its postponement with a view to gaining time to consider non-co-operation in all its 
details, but the motion was lost by a large majority, and after a whole day's sitting 
Gandhis programme was adopted by a majority. The debate was very exciting as 
well-known nationalist leaders were ranged against Gandhi. His programme includes 
renunciation of titles and honorary offices, boycott of foreign goods and the Legislative 
Councils, as well as the gradual withdrawal of children from schools, and lawyers 
from practice. The only weapon to be non-co-operation : non-violence should be their 
creed. Gandhi maintained that if the scheme were adopted, India would obtain complete 
responsible government in a year. Mrs. Besant strongly opposed it as impracticable, 
unwise, inexpedient and daugerous. B. C. Pal moved the exclusion of the boycott 
of Councils from the programme, and suggested the appointment of a Committee to 
examine the programme with a view to its eventual adoption. It may be noted, 
however, that in the article in the Democrat, Pal has denounced the non-co-operation 
in army and police as unconstitutional; Malaviya, C. R. Das, Jinnah and Baptista 
supported him. In the Congress GandhPs motion was declared carried, but a division 
was demanded and a poll taken with the following result : total number of delegates 
registered 5,814, out, of whom 2,773 voted ; of these 1,826 voted for GandhFs proposal, 
and 88-1 for Pahs amendment. Gandhi had a majority in all the provinces except 
the Central Provinces and Berar. 

On 5th September a meeting of the All-India Moslem League was held under the 
presidency of Maulana (? groups omitted) a violent mullah from the United Provinces, 
who made a strong appeal to the audience to make every sacrifice for the Caliphate 
and to follow the dictates of Islam at this moment when soreness was going to be 
extinguished. Save for Mr. Willoughby's murder, Id passed oil without any violence or 
trouble anywhere. In some places there was a sacrifice of cows- on a smaller scale, 
but generally speaking no change in the attitude of the rank and file of Mohamedans 
towards cow sacrifice. Mr. Willoughby's murder aroused public indignation in the 
United. Provinces; also sympathetic references in the Press, both moderate and 
extremist, throughout India,1 save the Bombay Chronicle, in which a belated and 
lukewarm reference was made on 2nd September. In the United Provinces itself 
meetings were held to express indignation. Reports have been received that the 
extreme Pan-Islamists and Caliphate agitators do not conceal in private their delight 
at the murder, considering their work to have begun to bear frui t ; at the same time 
they realize that in public they must condemn the murder, otherwise the work will 
suffer, and the Central Caliphate Committee have been asked from the United Provinces 
to do so. 

Yakub Beg has urged the Central Caliphate Committee, who promised to 
subscribe to the hijrat fund, to issue urgent circulars stopping hijrat, as the 
returning muhajarins, estimated at 10,000, complain of their pitiable condition. 
Their treatment is said to have excited an intensely bitter feeling against the Afghans 
and the promoters of the movement. Nevertheless, the All-India Hijrat Committee 

. passed a vote of thanks to the Amir for his reception of the muhajarins. 
Normal conditions have been re-established in the llazara district. A deputation 

of Peshawar khans and' maulvis visited Mansehra on 31st August. At a large 
meeting, general relief was expressed that the elements of disorder had been 
removed without violence. The sufferings of the muhajarins and the sympathetic 
efforts of the Government to assist were appreciated by the deputation. People are 
gladly returning to their usual occupations, and there is a growing atmosphere of 
confidence and good-will. Tribesmen from the Black Mountain attacked the military 
at Oghi twice, but each time were repulsed. The external situation is well in hand, 

: many tribal sections realizing the folly of the outbreak. 
In Delhi little attention is paid to non-co-operation, but an agitation is growing 

against the imposition of an indemnity paid for expenses arising out of the disturbance. 
Little money has been collected so far, and there are poor prospects of any large 
amount being got in even by resort to distress warrants. The Chief Commissioner 
is giving the matter careful consideration, and will submit a full appreciation of 
the situation at the end of September. 



Madras publishes a letter from one maulvi, Zahid Hussain, stating that he did 
not.surrender the title of Shamsul-Ulema of his own free will, but was forced, to do 
so by a threat that he would not be allowed burial in the Mohamedan burial ground. 
Similar letters have been received indicating the exercise of undue force to secure 
the renunciation of titles. The tone.of the Press everywhere continues to be violent; 
regret is expressed at Turkey's signature of the peace terms, and the view is frankly 
held, especially by the independents, that the independence of Egypt should lead to 
India's separation from the British Empire, the withdrawal of Egypt materially 
weakening Indk t s position as a member of a Commonwealth of white nations. We 
have issued a circular to all the Local Governments explaining that, while our policy 
in regard to the non-co-operation movement remains unchanged, we hope that those 
guilty of incitement to violence will be prosecuted more vigorously than in the past. 
We are also instructing the Local Governments to collect material for the prosecution 
of the Executive Sub-Committee of the Caliphate movement in case such action 
becomes necessary. 

Overseas Garrisons and the Indian Army.—The following telegram was sent by 
the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India on 3rd September :— 

Recent demands received by us for reinforcements for Mesopotamia on a large 
scale have forced us to consider the whole question regarding the supply of overseas 
garrisons from the Indian army. 

I t would appear that His Majesty's Government is counting on India to provide 
a quota of the permanent garrisons of the mandatory territories in addition to certain 
colonial garrisons, including Aden, the Gulf ports and consular escorts in East Persia. 
We have received no direct intimation that His Majesty's Government desires us to 
undertake this liability; but have received an estimate which shows that, on the present 
figures, this force will include, among other details, four cavalry regiments, one 
cavalry troop, 1 0 Sappers and Miners companies, 39J Infantry and Pioneer battalions, 
one Signal troop ancl four Signal companies. I t is possible this estimate is not final. 
We invite attention to the fact that we have not been consulted as to the probable 
political effect in India of accepting an engagement of this magnitude. It appears 
advisable to us, however, to warn you at once of our views on this aspect of the 
question. 

We have evidence to show that the great bulk of educated opinion in India is 
opposed to our undertaking extensive obligations in regard to overseas garrisons, and 
the subject has already attracted considerable attention in the Press and on the 
platform. The Turkish peace terms are universally unpopular, not only among 
Mohamedans, but among Hindus. Further, moderate opinion, including many 
Europeans, considers India is being exploited in being asked to provide, for service 
outside India, an unreasonably large proportion of the troops now employed for imperial 
purposes, since it is clear that no similar demand has been made on the Dominions, 
and that all British troops were demobilized as quickly as possible, with the inevitable 
result that, in case of trouble, the increased demands must be met from India and not 
from home. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that India is an original member of the League of 
Nations ; but it is Great Britain ancl not India which has received a mandate for the 
new territories, and the troops employed are largely Indian. The general feeling 
above referred to naturally reinforces the movement among advanced Mohamedans 
on grounds peculiar to themselves against the despatch of troops to Mesopotamia and 
Palestine, while it is of course seized upon by extremist agitators, who are glad of 
any opportunity to embarrass us. We apprehend that this will react seriously on the 
general political situation, and affect the moral of the army, and we do not think it will 
be possible to maintain the position that India is to provide troops from the Indian 
army for this purpose for any length of time. Again, it is difficult to convince India at 
large that charges for such troops are not borne by Indian revenues, and this adds 
to our difficulties in gaining acceptance for the greatly increased charges for military 
expenditure which forms part of our recent budget arrangements. Nor, indeed, are 
we ourselves able to contest the argument that the obligation for maintaining overseas 
troops leads to considerable additional expenditure, since, apart from temporary 
difficulties as to demobilization caused, by the knowledge that additional demands may 
be made on us at any moment, it is obvious not only that there are many items which 
we cannot definitely allocate, such as increased staff and inspection of (corrupt 
group) and accommodation, but the knowledge that a considerable portion of the Indian 
army may be called upon to spend long periods on overseas service will affect 
the general rates of pay at winch we can recruit the Indian army. 
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We do not wish, to represent that we have so far encountered any difficulty as 
regards reinforcements recently despatched to Mesopotamia ; though we are aware that 
many regiments which have been serving overseas are feeling the strain due to 
lack of furlough, and the dangers of political and religious influence affecting the army 
are considerable. Our main apprehensions are, however, for the future, and we look 
with grave concern on what we. hold to be the inevitable consequences, political and 
otherwise, (corrupt group) which will commit ourselves to supply overseas garrisons, 
for a prolonged.period. 

I t must be realized that there are certain' inherited traditions connected with 
peace service in the Indian army which have become to be regarded as a light, such 
as the grant of liberal leave and furlough for harvesting, for the purposes of marriage, 
or for other domestic reasons. Such considerations are incomparable with prolonged 
service overseas. 

Again, although the'men themselves may raise no objection to overseas service, 
the women-folk are put to great inconvenience aud frequently to hardship, through 
the absence of their men-kind, and consequently grow discontented, a state of 
things of which the agitator is not slow to take advantage, but one which we are 
practically powerless to remedy, and we trust you will impress on the Cabinet Council 
the importance of recognizing these factors. 

In our special Despatch No. 2, we stated definitely that the Government of India 
could not accept an obligation to supply permanent overseas garrisons to mandatory 
territories, and we now desire definitely to emphasize that position, and ask that His 
Majesty's Government should take our views on the subject, into consideration. His 

; Majesty's Government can rely on our doing our best to endeavour to enlist men in 
India on their behalf for local forces maintained in Mesopotamia or elsewhere, but we 
do not consider that the Indian army should be required to provide large overseas 
forces, and we shall be glad to receive some definite statement of the policy of His 
Majesty's Government in this matter. 

In the present condition of affairs, particularly in Mesopotamia, we shall, of 
course, make every effort to do our best to meet emergent demands for reinforcements 
as they arise, though we recognize the danger of this course, but we look to His 
Majesty's Government to return Indian units to us as speedily as the situation permits. 
As regards the reinforcements now being sent, we propose, with your concurrence, to 
make a public announcement that, owing to the spread of serious disorder in Mesopo
tamia, the Government have been compelled to declare that a state of war exists in that 
area, and intends to use all resources at its disposal to put an end to this state, and,to 
protect British and Indian subjects on service in the" country. This will constitute 
service in Mesopotamia as active, and give us the requisite power to deal with any 
inconvenient incidents which may arise. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA. 

Mistellaneous.-The following items of information have been reported from the 
Department of External Affairs :— 

1, Harvesting in Western Canada is progressing splendidly. Saskatchewan 
reports state that wheat cutting is nearly all completed, and that the yield secured 
exceeds early predictions. There has been hardly any damage to the crops from 
frost. 

2, The value of Canada's total external trade for the twelve months ended 31st 
Ju ly was $2,517,000,000. 

3. The Imperial Oil Company^ prospectors have struck oil in the Mackenzie 
river region on the edge of the Arctic Circle. 

4. Business conditions are excellent throughout Canada. Bank clearings for the 
Dominion during the week ended 26th August were 28 per cent, in excess of those 
for the corresponding week last year. Big crops will bring about heavy fall and 
winter business. 

5. The Hon. C. C. Ballantyne, M.P., Mir.ister.of Marine and Fisheries, announces 
that the Dominion Government is prepared to make Vancouver one of the best ports 
on the Pacific coast. 
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6. Thirty-eight vessels have now been delivered to the Dominion authorities out 
of the fleet ordered for the Canadian Government Merchant Marine. 

7. Gold production in Northern Ontario during the first six months of this year 
amounted to $11,200,000. 

8. Harvesting operations continue throughout the West, the yields being larger 
than at first reported. 

N E W ZEALAND. , , . 

Freight Rates.—On 8th September the Officer Administering the ' Government 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, saying that the Government of 
New Zealand viewed with grave concern the recent advance in the rates of freight for 
produce authorized to be charged on overseas liners, and would be glad of the fullest 
information as to the facts put forward by the shipping companies in support of 
their claims for the increased charges. As a Parliamentary Committee was sitting to 
consider shipping questions, the Prime Minister would be pleased to receive all avail
able information at the earliest possible date. 

Imperial Wireless Committee. — The following telegram from the Officer 
Administering the Government was received on 10th September:— 

- Firstly, the New Zealand Government concurs in the general principles of the 
scheme outlined in the report. Secondly, the existing New Zealand and Australian 
wireless stations referred to in the Report (page 9) are designed largely to meet 
strategic emergencies - and are not adequately equipped for inter-colonial commercial 
work or tb compete with the submarine cable services operating between New Zealand 
and Australia even though such competition were desirable or necessary. Thirdly, 
from the Report it apparently follows that unless a New Zealand and an Australian 
station, say Awarua and Pennant Hills, be modernized, as valve stations of the class 
proposed for the Imperial chain, and be devoted by mutual consent to the conduct of 
inter-colonial wireless traffic, there is no indication that New Zealand has been 
considered as a possible link in the proposed chain. Even though the proposed 
scheme be modified to include New Zealand in this way, New Zealand would be the 
last link in the chain ; and traffic between New Zealand and European centres would, 
as a natural consequence, be subject to a maximum delay, and this it is feared to such 
an extent as to render the service unsatisfactory and unreliable from New Zealancls 
point of view. Fourthly, apart from the foregoing it is not apparent from the Report 
that the proposed inclusion of New Zealand as a link in the Imperial chain of wireless 
communication is considered practicable or probable. Fifthly, it is suggested as a 
practical alternative that when sufficient experience of the working of the proposed 
valve stations has been obtained, the possibilities of a wireless route from New 
Zealand to Canada and the United Kingdom via Awanui ^New Zealand), Apia (Samoa), 
and Honolulu might well receive consideration as affording a more direct route and a 
greater probability of a satisfactory commercial service. The Awanui and Apia 
stations would, under such a scheme, require modernizing as already indicated 
For strategic purposes in time of war the existing wireless service between New Zealand 
and Australia would still remain. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Departure of Lord and Lady Buxton.—ReuteFs Capetown agent telegraphed on 
3rd September saying that the departure of Lord and Lady Buxton on that clay had 
been heralded by strikingly general and sincere appreciations of the services of their 
Excellencies to South Africa. The "very real and personal feeling of r e g r e t " in 
saying farewell had been voiced in leading articles throughout the country. After 
the departure of Lord Buxton, the Chief Justice, Sir James Rose-Innes, K.O.M.G., was
sworn in as Acting Governor-General, and Brigadier-General Carter as Acting High 
Commissioner until the arrival of Prince Arthur of Connaught. 

Lord Buxton's Farewell Address.—ReuteFs agent telegraphed as follows from 
Capetown on 23rd August :— 

Lord Buxton was entertained at a farewell civic banquet in the City Hall to-ciay 
by the leading naval and military authorities, prominent civilians, and members of 
Parliament. His Excellency, who received a tremendous reception, thanked the 
citizens for the confidence shown him. and said it was physically impossible for him to 



continue his work longer : be bad been continuously in harness since December 1005.. 
But he left South Africa with the utmost regret, and it was a satisfaction to know 
that he would be followed by a successor who would throw lustre on the position of 
Governor-General and High Commissioner. He expressed particular satisfaction that 
almost his last official action had been to sign the Native Affairs Act, which, he pointed 
out, marked a distinct advance in the attitude of Europeans towards the natives and 
in the position of the natives themselves. I t showed confidence in them, gave them 
some voice in the management of. their own affairs, ancl brought them into touch and 
consultation in regard to questions affecting them. 

His Excellency declared that the people of the United Kingdom entertained the
warmest and friendliest sentiments towards the people of the Dominions. They felt 
that the ties binding them together had been greatly strengthened by the common 
defence of civilization ancl humanity in the war, and they were grateful to the 
Dominions for the prompt ancl generous way they had come to their assistance at a. 
time of emergency. They entertained the most ardent desire for a prosperous future' 
for every Dominion, and not least for the Union of South Africa. 

South African Banking Ainalgamati.on.-The following report was sent by 
Reuter 's agent from Capetown on 1st September :—-

Commercial circles are highly critical of the amalgamation of the Standard Bank 
of South Africa and the African Banking Corporation. Mr. J . W. J agger, member of 
the Legislative Assembly, speaking at a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, 
stated emphatically that no one would say the amalgamation was for the benefit of 
South. Africa. There was no question of cheaper working, he continued, ancl the sole 
object was to do away with certain competition. Here was trade involving over one 
hundred million pounds and monthly clearings amounting to over thirty millions now 
really in the hands of two banks (i.e., the Standard Bank of South Africa and the 
National Bank of South Africa). Australia had 14 banks, New Zealand 6, and 
Canada 16. He affirmed that the amalgamation was not in the interests of the banks 
themselves ; it approached too nearly to a monopoly ancl. banks were never popular
institutions. He concluded by vigorously pointing out that it would encourage those 
in Parliament to urge the creation of a State bank.. He personally did not like 
Government institutions, but many would say they would rather have a State bank than 
only the two banks, and that section of the people was a growing one. 

The Gape Times declares that much will depend upon whether the two banks 
maintain a-healthy rivalry, otherwise there must be an insistent demand that the new 
central reserve bank shall be converted into a State bank. 
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The first of the following paragraphs is taken from the. Report of the Ministry 
of Labour for the week ending 18th September, and the other two from the Report 
for the following week :— 

The Cost of Living.—The joint committee to investigate the increased cost of 
living, appointed, last June by the Parliamentary Committee of the Trades Union 
Congress, the Labour Party and the Co-operative Union, issued an interim report on 
the 8th September for presentation to the Trades. Union Congress. The committee 
found that the high cost of living may be primarily assigned to currency expansion, 
and not to under-production, and that the chief remedy would therefore be to deal 
wdth the inflation of currency in this and other countries, and to deflate it, where 
possible, to an extent which would eliminate the depreciation of currency in terms 
of gold. The report maintains that such measures would involve a reduction of 
prices by about 20 per cent., and, a,t the same time, would cut at the root of the 
automatic rise of prices due to currency influences. On the other hand, a steady 
improvement of productivity, through the participation of all countries in the trade 
of the world, the improvement of methods and machinery, and a far-reaching re
organization of industry, is necessary to prevent the widespread unemployment and 
general fall in wages which would inevitably accompany an attempt to reduce 
prices by the method proposed. The. report goes on to advocate that the present 
index numbers of the cost of living should " be superseded by new index 
numbers, based upon the prices prevailing since the armis t ice" ; and it details the 
measures which should be adopted to deal with the problem of high prices. With 
regard to the international aspect of the question, the view is put forward that 
the re-establishment of peace throughout tlie world is the first essential for a fall 
in prices. The report also recommends that, until the machinery of exchange is 
re-established, the import and export of goods between different countries should be 
conducted, where other methods are not possible, by means of direct barter, and 
that an international loan should be floated by the League of Nations to assist 
impoverished countries in the restoration of their productive capacity. 

Unemployment Insurance Act, 1920 [B.E.R., xxiv, p. 2 ] - A special meeting of 
the general council of the Scottish Clerks' Association was held in Glasgow on the 
18th September to consider the advisability of working the Unemployment Insurance 
Act on behalf of business assistants. A resolution was passed unanimously agreeing 
to operate the State scheme. 

Finance Act, 1920.—The special conference summoned to determine the policy of 
the co-operative movement in connection with the Corporation Profits Tax under the 
Finance Act, 1920, was held at Preston on the 15th September. The official policy, 
which was endorsed by the conference, amounts practically to a decision to accept the 
Chancellor of the ExchequeFs suggestion to submit an alternative scheme to that 
proposed by the Government, and, meanwhile, to use every possible means to agitate 
for the repeal of the tax, so far as it affects co-operative societies. Although this 
moderate official policy was endorsed, it is significant that an amendment, submitted 
by a number of societies, urging that the co-operative movement as a whole should 
defy the law and refuse to pay the tax, received 1,055 votes as compared with 1,912 
votes in favour of the official resolution. The conference instructed their committee 
that the proposals put forward as alternatives must in any case provide for the 
exemption of all surplus arising from mutual trading, and must be approved by at 
east a two-thirds majority of the societies voting upon them. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &e. 

Special Reuter Service.—See under " Dominions." 

EGYPT. 
The Zagloulist Delegation.— On 18th September Mr. Scott reported from 

Alexandria [No. 920] that the Zagloulist delegation had invited all the surviving 
members of the legislative assembly now in Egypt, except the Ministers, to a meeting 



which was held on 16th September at the house of Mahmud Suleiman Pasha. Of 49 
members present 45 pronounced in favour of the proposals as the basis of a treaty;
two were agaiust, and two did not vote. Two absent members wrote expressing 
themselves in favour of the proposals. 

Similar resolutions were passed unanimously at a meeting of Ahmed (? Talaat) 
Pasha, president of the native, Court of Appeal, the chief of the native parquet at 
Alexandria, and 12 judges of the native courts; and at a large meeting of the 
inhabitants of Zifta and Mit Ghamrhe held under the presidency of Ismail Sidki Pasha. 

MESOPOTAMIA. -

Improved Situation.—The Civil Commissioner in Baghdad reported on 18th 
September that three days previously he had visited Ramadi, and there interviewed 
the [or a] leading chief. He found that the insurgents had made their maximum 
effort, and that the situation had improved, as he believed was the case throughout 
Mesopotamia, Given the success of the military measures in progress, there was good 
reason for thinking that there would be a steady improvement and that affairs would 
be ripe for a settlement by the end of next month at the latest. 

TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 

(lovernor Sworn in.-ReuteFs agent reported from Tanganyika on 25th September 
that the Order in Council recently issued relating to the Tanganyika Territory had 
been publicly read that morning, and that Sir Horace Byatt, K.C.M.G., had been 
sworn in as Governor and Commander-in-Chief. General satisfaction, he added, was 
felt at the. definite signs of the reopening of the territory. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xxiii, p. 4].—On. 24th September the Viceroy 
telegraphed [1139 S.] the receipt of a report that great excitement had been caused in 
Kabul by the downfall of the Amir of Bokhara, which was likely to result in the 
Afghan delegation being sent to India at an early date, with the object of concluding 
a final agreement with the British Government. In the opinion of the Indian 
Government, if the delegation came, they would either urge a defensive alliance with 
the British, or would press for immediate and considerable gifts of arms and 
ammunition to enable Afghanistan to resist Bolshevik pressure and demands for 
co-operation against the British in India. It was thought that the Afghans might 
make our attitude in the matter the test of our future intentions, and might declare 
that, while it was their desire to be friends with us, without the assistance indicated 
they would not be strong enough to resist the Bolshevik terms. In view of the 
arrival of Djemal Pasha at Herat with a considerable force of Bolsheviks and Turks, 
if the Afghan delegation came to India with such requests as are indicated above it 
would be imperative to give a prompt decision. On this account the Indian 
Government asked for guidance. 

While a regular defensive alliance, with the obligations it would carry, seemed 
out of the question, gifts of arms and ammunition might well be considered. It might be. 
desirable to show some trust in the Afghans in their present dilemma, and it might 
be that a prompt gift of arms and ammunition would cause a revulsion of popular 
feeling in Afghanistan in our favour, and even be beneficial to Indian Moslem 
sentiment. Insistence on the immediate signature of the treaty of friendship, and 
on the conditions of co-operation as already laid clown, would follow as a matter of 
course. The Indian Government desired an expression of opinion from the Secretary 
of State on these suggestions. 

The Viceroy''s Weeldy Reports.—The following reports were sent on 18th and 
26th September:— 

I. (18th September).—The resolution of the special Congress adopting non-co
operation is the absorbing topic of interest in the Press. Now the decision has been 



taken, people are beginning to reflect on what non-co-operation involves. The 
adoption of the resolution is everywhere recognized as a personal tr iumph for 
Gandhi and not clue to the soundness of his reasoning or the acquiescence 
of thoughtful politicians, whether moderate or extremist. The fallacies and 
dangers of non-co-operation continue to be exposed in the Press. The 
resolution as carried advises, inasmuch as it is desirable in the prosecution of the 
movement to take the minimum of risk and to call for the least sacrifice compatible 
with the attainment of the desired object: (a) the surrender of titles, honorary offices 
and nominated seats on local bodies; (b) a refusal to attend Government levees, 
darbars, official and semi-official functions; (c) the gradual withdrawal of children 
from schools and colleges owned, aided or controlled by Government, and in place of 
such schools and colleges the establishment of national schools and colleges in the 
various provinces ; (ci) a gradual boycott of British courts by lawyers and litigants, 
and the establishment of private arbitration courts for the settlement of private 
disputes; (e) a refusal on the part of the military, clerical ancl labouring classes to 
offer themselves as recruits for service in Mesopotamia; (/) the withdrawal by 
candidates of their candidature for election, ancl a refusal on the part of voters to vote 
for any candidate who may offer himself for election ; (g) a boycott of foreign goods. 
" Gradual " was introduced at the desire of the majority, though characterized as 
weakness by Gandhi—while some delegates wished to substitute " British " for 
" foreign." Congress has appointed a committee consisting of Gandhi, Patel andMoti 
Lai Nehru to frame rules for the conduct of the non-co-operation campaign. 

The voting is instructive. The exact number of delegates present on the last day 
is not known, but, out of 5,814 delegates registered, only 2,735 took part in the voting, 
1,852 voting for Gandhi s resolution and 883 for P a l s amendment. Every province, 
save the Central Provinces and Berar, had a majority for Gandhi. Lajput Rails 
paper, Bande Mataram, commenting on the decision, says, " Though adopted by an 
overwhelming majority, it cannot be said to be the decision of the whole nation." 
Other papers, while minimizing Gandhi's achievement, do not consider that the 
victory places him in a position to carry out the programme effectively. The majority 
of the local leaders have always been against it'; the whole Nationalist Press opposed 
it, e.g., the Tribune, the Amrita Bazar Patrika, the Leader and the Independent. 
In Madras and Bengal the minority against Gandhi was very powerful. The 
great majority of the Punjab delegates were favourable to Gandhis resofu-' 
tion, but do not, we believe, represent the true feeling of the province. 
Similarly with the United Provinces of Agra ancl Oudh, where the talukdars 
of Oudh have condemned the movement. Criticism is generally directed against 
the withdrawal of children from school ancl lawyers from practice. The 
result of non-co-operation is not realized as yet, though its limitations are 
beginning to be appreciated ancl the converse, Government exercising a similar power 
cf non-co-operation, is being put forward in the Press, e.g., the Leader. A possible 
division of the extremists into two parties may result, namely, the out-and-out 
followers of Gandhi and a combination of others with the moderates who can no longer 
have a place in Congress, which will remain the stronghold of the extremists. I t is 
difficult to estimate the practical effect of the Congress decision at present. In the 
Council several non-officials openly dissociated themselves from the movement, and 
three leading politicians in Madras, including Kasturi Ayengar, have resigned. Baptista 
ancl Chandravarkar have also issued Press statements condemning non-co-operation. 
Iswar Saran has resigned the presidentship of the United Provinces Provincial 
Congress Committee as a protest against non-co-operation. On the other hand, in 
Madras, C. Raghavacharia, and in Bengal 22 candidates for election (including B. 
Chakravarti and C. R. Das), mpst of whom voted against non-co-operation, have with
drawn their candidature for election out of loyalty to the Congress; while in the 
Punjab Bakshi Tek Chanel ancl Professor Ruchi Ram Sahni have withdrawn their 
candidature for election, though the former has resigned his secretaryship of the 
Punjab Provincial Congress Committee as a protest against non-co-operation. Gandhi, 
though now regarded with suspicion by the educated classes, has very great influence 
over the masses, which he may use mischievously at any time. 

The chief resolutions of the Caliphate Conference are as follows --It offered its 
sympathy to the Indian Moslems going on hijrat ancl resolved that the Central 
Caliphate Committee should immediately make arrangements for the muhajar in; 
(2) it resolved to carry on a constant agitation against the Turkish peace terms until 
the temporal status of the Caliphate was restored ; (3) it resolved on non-co-operation 
as a religious obligation absolutely binding Indian Moslems; (4) it expressed 



gratitude to the Amir of Afghanistan for the Islamic brotherhood with which (sic) he 
received and treated the Indian muhajarin, and trusted that all possible facilities 
would be given in future to the Indian muhajarin by the Afghan Government; (5) 
it considered that Hindu Moslem unity was absolutely essential for the future better
ment of Ind ia ; (6) it appealed to the Moslems of India to collect at least 30 lakhs of 
rupees for the successful working of the Caliphate movement; (7) it urged the 
provincial committees to organize volunteer corps ; (8) it advised that a. deputation 
should visit all prominent Sajjadah Nashins to invite their attention to their religious 
obligations; (9) it expressed sympathy with the people of the North-West Frontier 
Province and Sind in their unjust official oppression for the Caliphate movement.; and 
(10) it congratulated Egypt on securing national independence by constant agitation 
and sacrifice. 

The latest report regarding the hijrat shows the muhajarin arriving back via 
Khyber and through the Mohmand country. The resettlement in Peshawar is 
proceeding satisfactorily, and there is considerable expression of gratitude to the 
Government. In the Bannu district malicious agitators continue to mislead the 
people into disbelieving the stoppage of hijrat. Efforts have been made to dissuade 
the muhajarin from proceeding to Afghanistan, but this may have to be relaxed, as 
the only way of bringing them to reason is to let them learn the lesson as the people 
of Peshawar have done. In the North-West Punjab it is reported that the feeling 
against the Afghans is growing bitter as they raped women who went on hijrat. 
Endeavours are being made to organize the opposition to the Caliphate party. People 
who resigned service are endeavouring to get back if they can evade the oath they 
swore. In the Punjab generally there is a distinct lull in political activity, which 
may break out afresh on the return of the congress delegates from Calcutta. Zafar 
Ali Khan, editor and proprietor of the Zamindar newspaper, was arrested on his 
arrival at Lahore, and will be placed on trial for violently seditious speeches made 
recently at Attock. 

The trial of the accused in the Willoughby murder case has begun. 
In consequence of the disallowance of the resolution proposed to be moved by 

Sastri on the Punjab disturbance, 23 resolutions were withdrawn on the 14th by 
Messrs. Sastri, Sinba, Chanda and Khaparde as a protest, and Patel has resigned. 
Sastri, in an interview, bitterly criticized the action as proof of the impotence of the 
Imperial Legislative Council and the humiliating position of members. The last 
meeting, yesterday, passed off harmoniously. Many questions on the Hunter Report 
were answered. Congratulatory speeches were made by Messrs. Sastri,'Sinha, Banerjee 
and others on the passage of the Territorial and Auxiliary Force Bill. The Viceroy, 
in a farewell speech, after paying a high tribute to the retiring Commander-in-Chief, 
made an impressive appeal for the restoration of good feeling. Eeferring to the fact 
that he had disallowed Mr. Sastri's resolution dealing with the Punjab disturbances, 
he said these matters had been discussed in Parliament, Council and the Press for 
18 months, and if peace and goodwill were to be restored, the discussion must be 
ended if possible. He felt as keenly as anyone regardiug the need of holding Indian 
life and honour sacred in times of crisis like last yeaFs, and the Government were 
preparing measures to prevent the recurrence of errors and excesses, but each new 
discussion only made the chances of reconciliation mote remote. Finally, he alluded 
to tbe coming and larger representative assembly, and said institutions of 
(? everlasting) British traditions do not die, they find a new birth in re-incarnation. 
Tbe speech was very well received in the Council, and apparently impressed all the 
non-official members considerably, but it is impossible to say at present what the 
effect of disallowing of the resolution or of the Viceroy's farewell speech will he on the 
country at large. The extremist papers are certain to make the most of the former, 
but there are many moderates who think that the Punjab controversy is best buried 
now. How far they will have the courage to say so is another matter. 

There is considerable labour unrest in Madras on account of the lock-out of 
strikers by the management of the oil companies. On the 10th, an assistant while on 
his way to the installation was attacked and stabbed, apparently by locked-out 
workmen. Later in the day a collision occurred between the police and a mob 
attempting to attack the installation. There were no casualties or serious injuries, 
but police officers and others were struck by stones. The police dispersed the mob 
and made four arrests. . 

In Bihar Council on the Pith, the Lieutenant-Governor announced the release of 
more Shahabad prisoners : the action was enthusiastically received. 



II . (26tli September).—The report from Bengal.on the discussions in the Subject 
Committee of the Special Congress shows that the Committee was divided (? into) 
three groups : firstly, out-and-out supporters of Gandhi, consisting of Shaukat Ah, 
Chakravarti, Yakub Hnssain, &c. ; secondly, partial supporters, 0. R. Das, B. G. Pal, 
Malaviya; thirdly, definite opponents, Jinnah, Mrs. Besant, Dwarka Das, Jamna Das. 
The second party opposed the withdrawal of children from the schools, the boycott of 
British Courts and the withdrawal from council elections. Gandhi himself was 
subjected to considerable heckling. He refused to admit that his policy would lead 
to violence and bloodshed, and maintained that it would strengthen the British 
connexion, revolution being the only alternative. While deprecating violence, he was 
prepared to see non-co-operators putting the screw on co-operators. Pressed to 
declare his next move should non-co-operation fail, he refused to contemplate such a 
possibility. When the feeling of the Committee turned against him Gandhi 
intimated that he woidd carry on his policy whether the Congress supported it or not, 
appealing to the masses. The issue of co-operation or non-co-operation was never put 
to the vote. But after the resolution had been adopted by the Congress a further 
meeting of the Committee was held. C. R. Das pointed out the legal objections to 
the programme and the dangers in a prosecution, e.g., under the Corrupt 
Practices Act. A sub-committee consisting of Gandhi, Moti Lai Nehru and 
Patel was appointed to frame instructions to carry out the programme, 
to be submitted to the All-India Committee after a month; in the 
meantime effect will be given to the resolution wdierever possible. It was 
agreed . in an informal discussion that members who cannot accept the 
decision of majority and embrace practical non-co-operation must leave the Congress. 
A suggested practical step is the organization of a strike among lascars and ships' 
employees with a view to furthering the boycott of foreign goods. It is too early to 
gauge the results or effect of the adoption of the programme at present; but 22 
resignations or withdrawals from candidature for election beyond those advised last 
week have been reported from Bombay, including Baptista, Karandikar, and Kelkar. 
Gandhi is now' iU and recuperating at Bolpur, and the work of the Committee is 

, probably delayed by this. Gokaran Nath and. Ishwar Saran, of the United Provinces, 
resigned from the Congress owing to the non-co-operation policy. Bengal candidates 
who resigned voted in most cases against Gandhi, and many had little chance of election. 
The extremist leaders will probably now mark time until the Christmas congress, 
when a determined effort will be made to recapture the congress and rescind the 
resolutions regarding school children and lawyers. In the Press there is considerable 
discussion of the constitution' of congress and its decision on non-co-operation. 
Khaparde considers that the time has come to recast the constitution, and to face the 
great danger of the manipulation of a body'at present unwieldy and ineffective and 
unable to give effect to modern idea of mass representation. Finally the question 
whether the decision must be binding on all members is freely discussed : opinion is 
divided. On the immediately effective point in the programme, the boycott of the 
councils, Malaviya refuses to accept the decision, and Gandhi has agreed that there is 
no necessity in every case that congress members should withdraw from election. 
At a meeting at Sholapur, Sastri spoke strongly against non-co-operation. 

Provincial Opinion.—Bombay.—It is reported that the opinion of Nationalist 
circles is in a fluid state on non-co-operation, and variable as regards the boycott of 
councils. Khaparde will not withdraw. Baptista accused Gandhi of handing over 
the congress to Mohamedans, but has withdrawn his candidature out of loyalty (to) the 
Congress. GandbPs acceptance of the boycott of foreign goods is resented by wealthy 
Bombay merchants, the mainstay of the central Caliphate Committee. The reports 
from Sind indicate a greatly improved atmosphere there. 

United Provinces.—Agitation on the Caliphate question shows no sign of abatement. 
Efforts continue to be made in outlying towns and villages to reach the masses. No 
practical results of non-co-operation are yet apparent, but the adoption of Gandhi's 
programme may give a momentary impetus, especially as Gandhi and Shaukat Ah 
intend touring the province. Pandit Ram Narain, a violent Caliphate lecturer, was 
prosecuted and bound over, but failed to give security ; there was but little attempt 
to defend him on the part of the local bar, and no demonstration when he was taken 
to jail. He and another paid, itinerant agitator also being prosecuted under other 
sections of the Indian Penal Code. 

Bihar and Orissa.—The resolution of the provincial conference in favour of non
co-operation was passed largely by the votes (of) delegates from Kisan Sabhas 
(peasant associations), of whom 180 were present. This agrarian development was 



chiefly marked in Bihar, and the United Provinces will require careful watching, as i t 
may develop into a no-rent movement and may he taken up by Gandhi if he does not 
get"the requisite support from the educated'classes. 

At Partabgarh, United Provinces, recently a large number of ryots collected to 
rescue by force a local leader of the movement who was being prosecuted, and a 
breach of the peace was with difficulty averted. The responsible political leaders of 
the province are wholly opposed to the non-co-operation movement; but it is doubtful 
whether they will stand openly against it, A Sadhu is being prosecuted for tampering 
with troops. 

North-Wast Frontier Province.—The hijrat movement is scotched at present. 
The work of repatriating returned muhajarin is proceeding steadily and successfully, 
and all classes of the people are co-operating in assisting the officers on special duty 
to complete the arrangements satisfactorily. The attempt of some leaders and mullahs 
to keep the movement alive is meeting with scanty success. It remains to be seen 
how far the non-co-operation movement will advance. 

Punjab.-Kitchlew wiU now, it is understood, lead the non-co-operation move
ment. Zafar Ali (vide last week's telegram) is being prosecuted. Gandhi's influence 
with the masses is very great. Willoughby's murder continues to be condemned, but 
Gandhi only half-heartedly condemned the murder itself and made allowances for the 
murderers. Shaukat Alt is reported to advocate the view that non-co-operation is 
merely a trial of strength to be followed by the murder of European officers and their 
Indian assistants. Disturbances occurred last week at Agra between Hindus and 
Mohamedans during a local festival. Some 25 men,,including three head constables, 
were injured. A meeting was subsequently called by the district magistrate. The 
temper of the people was unsatisfactory, and they refused arbitration. A public 
meeting was also held, and later there was a further ebullition of violence, lathis being 
freely used. Eventually the delegation leaders proceeded to Agra and called a* mass, 
meeting of Hindus-(? and) Mohamedans. They effected a reconciliation, shops were 
opened, and lawdessness came to an end. The Lieutenant-Governor of the United 
Provinces went to Agra, but the latest Press messages show that the situation is quiet, 
and Muharran passed oil without further incident. 

Sporadic Labour Trouble.—The oil workers' strike at Madras, according to a 
Press report jus t . received, was, settled by the intervention of the Governor. The 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway Oompany's employees are restive, and a strike 
occurred amongst the Europeans at Jamshedpur, of whom the majority belong to 
English Unions and receive help from them. 

There were serious disturbances at some tea gardens in the Lakhimpur District, 
Assam, when the Superintendent of the Police and his assistant and the assistant 
manager were injured. Assam Rifles were called in. 

The Central Provinces Government has, in deference to public opinion, withdrawn 
Government support from the Ratona abattoir, and has cancelled the agreement made 
with the Company. 

In Assam and Bengal a vigorous agitation is being pursued for the reversion of 
Sylhet to Bengal. The Chief. Commissioner' has been authorised to issue a cont
munique denying various misleading rumours as to the effect of the present 
arrangements. 

Private Chilcott, accused in the Kacha Garhi case, has been acquitted by court
martial. 

The Indian Press, including some moderate papers, is vigorously objecting to 
(? the shipment of) all our Indian troops to Mesopotamia. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Suggested Meeting of the British Empire Delegation.—On 8th September the 
High Commissioner of Canada informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that 
he had. been req uested to ascertain whether a preliminary conference of the British 
Empire Delegation would be held before the meeting of the assembly of the League 
of Nations at Geneva on 15th November. To this Lord Milner replied on 18th 
September that His Majesty's Government would welcome such, a meeting and that 
an intimation to that effect was being sent to the other Dominions. On the same 
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day lie telegraphed to the Governor-General of Australia and to the Officers 
Administering the Governments of New Zealand and South Africa saying that the 
Canadian Government was being informed that His Majesty's Government would 
welcome such a meeting if the Governments of the Dominions and India could 
arrange to be represented. 

Special, - Renter Service.—On 21st September the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies telegraphed to the Officer Administering the Government of the Union of 
South Africa as follows : — 

The replies received to my telegram of 24th June as to the value of the service 
were divergent. Generally speaking, the Mediterranean ancl West African Colonies, 
Ceylon, and New Zealand were against, whilst, in addition to the Union, the East 
African dependencies, Malaya, and Hong Kong favoured its continuance. In these 
circumstances, I have been enquiring from ReuteFs the cost of a service confined 
to the parts of the Empire in favour of continuance, and have ascertained that 
contributions on the previous scale still available, together with a contribution of 
approximately one-third of the total cost from His Majesty's Government, would 
suffice for the service of 6,000 words, costing 2501., per month to the Union of South 
Africa, the East African dependencies, Malaya, and Hong Kong. In the circum
stances it is proposed to arrange for such a service for three months experimentally, 
commencing 1st October, ancl to notify Reuter's on 27th September. If your Ministers 
see any objection I should be glad to be informed at earliest possible moment. 

On the following day the Secretary of State telegraphed to the Officer Adminis
tering the Government of New Zealand, saying that His Majesty's Government were 
grateful to the New Zealand Government for their offer to continue to contribute for 
the next six months, but as the replies to his telegram of 24th June were divergent, 
and it was found that only the Union of South Africa, the East African dependencies, 
Malaya, and Hong Kong were in favour of continuance, it had been decided to restrict 
the service to the latter parts of the Empire as from 1st October. Consequently the 
service to New Zealand would be discontinued after 30th September. 

In reply to the message sent to South Africa,-the Officer Administering the 
Government of the Union telegraphed on 28th September as follows :—Assuming that 
the Union's contribution will not exceed 7001. per annum for a service of 6,000 words 
per. month, my Ministers have no objection to the adoption of the proposed arrange
ment for a period oh three months from fst October. 

CANADA. 

Bacon.—On 18th September the following message from the Prime Minister of 
Canada to Mr. Lloyd George was telegraphed by the Governor-General to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies :— 

The Canadian pork producing industry has been seriously injured since the 
cessation of hostilities by the control of the price of Canadian bacon which is sold in 
Great Britain. Farmers are rapidly unloading pig stocks, since the Ministry of Food 
insist on maintaining such low prices that pig feeding is made absolutely unprofitable
ancl impossible for export from this country. Many representations to no purpose 
have been made through our High Commissioner. We protest against the discrimina
tion of the Canadian product which is involved in the present methods, ancl still more 
against the new methods which are now proposed. It is very important to have 
decontrol instituted at once or else to have a much higher price than is allowed at 
present on Canadian bacon. [Continued outcry and] criticism from producers and 
farmers here is being excited by the action of the Food Ministry. I hope that it will 
be possible for you to have this matter of decontrol promptly dealt with to our 
satisfaction. 

To this the Secretary of State for the Colonies replied on 25th September 
as follows:— 

As I had already taken up the question personally with the Food Controller 
before its receipt, the Prime Minister has asked me to reply. The Ministry of Food 
realize fully the importance of maintaining the Canadian bacon industry. Since 
re-control was imposed in August 1919 they,have consistently paid to Canadians for 
bacon higher prices than they have realized in this country, and on all purchases have 
consequently lost money. The differential between prices paid by the Ministry to-. 



producers for Canadian and American bacon bas been higher since control than at any 
time previous to control. The Ministry of Food are paying very considerably more 
for Canadian bacon than they are paying for Danish bacon, which is of superior 
quality. As de-control would prejudice the British consumer gravely it is thought 
quite impossible at the present time. For the September putdown of Canadian bacon 
the Ministry have offered to pay 35' cents per lb. f.a.s. ordinary stowage, 34 cents 
refrigerated space. They are anxious to favour the Canadian producer in every 
possible way which does not involve a complete sacrifice of the interests of the British 
consumer, and, therefore, if the Canadian Government consider this offer too low, 
they would like the views of the Canadian Government as to what is a fair price to 
give for the September putdown of Canadian bacon, and also for the October, 
November, and December putdown. The Ministry cannot afford to pay extravagant 
prices, but are prepared to give such price as will cover the reasonable cost of 
production, as they realize the importance of the Canadian bacon industry. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been reported from the 
Department of External Affairs (22nd September 1920):— 

(1) The Canadian wheat crop is now officially estimated at 289,000,000 bushels ; 
oats have yielded about 556,000,000 bushels, barley 64,250,000 bushels, rye 
13,000,000 bushels, and flax -seed 11,000,000 bushels. This Will prove the most 
valuable grain crop in respect of monetary returns in the history of Canada. 

(2) Business conditions are generally satisfactory throughout the Dominion. 
(3) Canadian bank clearings during the week ended 17th August were 17 per 

cent, in excess of those for the corresponding period of last year. 
(4) The total external trade of the Dominion for the past five months reaches a 

total value of $1,063,000,000. 
(5) Canadian imports during August were worth $124,318,000, exports amounting 

to $114,000,000. Wood pulp and paper lead in the list of products exported during 
August, the total shipments being worth approximately $32,000,000, an increase 
of $ 1 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 on the figures for August 1919. 

(6) The Congress of Chambers of Commerce' of tbe Empire at Toronto has 
adopted resolutions urging a,greater development of the natural resources of the 
British Empire ; a greater use of the timber produced in British countries; direct 
cable communications between the West Indies and the rest of the Empire ; and the 
promotion of cotton growing within the Empire. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Budget Speech.—On 17th September the Governor-General reported to the 
Secretary of State that on the previous clay the Treasurer had delivered his budget 
speech. The revenue for 19 f9-20 was 52,782,0002., exceeding the estimate by 
6,436,00OZ., the accumulated surplus, 30th June, being 5,747,0007, The estimated 
revenue for the year 1920-21 was 63,364,0002., of which 3,760,0002. was to be raised 
by increased customs and excise duty on beer, spirits, tobacco, cigars and cigarettes; 
the letter rate to be twopence; increased telegraph and telephone charges; and an 
additional 5 per cent, income tax. The war-time profits tax was continued for this 
year. The sinking fund for the war debt was to be increased 1 per cent. The second 
peace loan of 25,000,0002. had been slightly over subscribed. 

Telegraphing again on the following day the Governor-General said that the 
war-time profits tax to be collected this year was in respect of the period ending 
30th June 1919, on which date the Act ceased to operate. 

Japan and the Pacific Islands.-The, Governor-General telegraphed as follows to 
the Secretary of State on 18th September :—My Ministers would be glad to learn 
whether any discussion has taken place between representatives of the principal 
Allied Powers since the signature of the Treaty of Peace about the mandate to Japan 
for the islands north of the Equator, apart, from the discussions as to mandates 
generally, and as to the present position of the mandate; also whether it has been 
agreed by the Allied Powers that the island of Yap shall be included in the mandate 
to Japan, or whether the disposition of this island awaits the decision of the proposed 
Conference on International Communications, which it is understood has not yet been 
held. ',: J. 

Recommendations of the Imperial Wireless Committee.—On 17th September the 
Governor-General informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the Govern



ment of the Commonwealth was prepared to adopt the recommendations of the Imperial 
Wireless Committee for the creation of an imperial wireless system, but was not 
disposed to concur in the Committees opinion regarding wireless communication 
with foreign countries pending further consideration. They would appreciate advice 
as to when His Majesty's Government proposed to erect stations or appoint ah 
executive committee to erect the system and control it. 

Apples.—The Governor-General informed the Secretary of State on 20th 
September that the apple growers in Australia had requested his Prime Minister to 
urge their claims for a free market during the forthcoming season. I t had been 
reported in Press cables that notwithstanding the decontrol of apples during the 
English season, it was proposed to re-establish the control when Australian apples 
came on the market. The growers considered that as presumably American apples 
had had the advantage of a free market, a similar privilege should be extended to 
Australia. His Prime Minister urged this for favourable consideration, and asked for 
a reply at the earliest convenience. 

Immigration [B.E.R., xxiv, p. 10].—Referring to the Governor-Geiierahs report 
of 10th August, the Secretary of State sent the following telegram on 27th 
September:— 

His Majesty's Government have learned with much interest of the result of the 
discussions between the Commonwealth and State Governments, and will gladly 
co-operate as far as possible. It was stated recently in the Press that Millen will take 
up during his approaching visit the question of co-ordinating arrangements here, and 
accordingly it is suggested that details should be discussed with him. on arrival. The 
question of extending the time for the free passage scheme for ex-service men is 
under consideration. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Butter.—The Officer Administering the Government telegraphed to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on 22ncl September as follows, in reply to a telegram sent 
by the latter on 27th August [B'.E.R., xxv, p. 11] :  - -

The Prime Minister met the Dominion Butter Committee to-day, and was 
informed that producers accepted the prices set out in the offer of the Imperial 
Government, including the existing terms of payment, storage, &c, for butter 
manufactured up to 31st March 1921 ; and noted that contracts made prior to 21st 
August with the United States of America and Canadian buyers might be completed. 
They requested that in. the event of the unforeseen circumstances mentioned arising 
and preventing the grant of a free market after 31st March 1921, the Imperial 
Government should give the New Zealand producers equal treatment with Irish and 
English producers of dairy produce. The Prime Minister strongly supported this 
request. 

In reference to the foregoing the Secretary of State, on 27th September, 
transmitted the following message from the Food Controller: — His Majesty's 
Government does not at present anticipate that the continuance of the control of 
imported butter will be necessary after the expiration of the contract now made, 
but if unforeseen circumstances should arise, necessitating the retention of the control, 
the fullest possible consideration will be given to the request of New Zealand 
producers for equal treatment with Irish and British producers. 

Special Reuler Service.—See under " Dominions." 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Wool.—On 16th September the Officer Administering the Government informed 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies that his Ministers would be glad if the final 
declaration of profits could be expedited, and enquired when it might be expected. 
They pointed out that if the final declaration of profits could be communicated at 
once or in the immediate future, it would greatly facilitate the distribution to 
participants in the scheme and only one distribution would be necessary. 

Special Reuter Service.—See under " Dominions." 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs are taken from the Reports of the Ministry of Labour 
for the weeks ending 2nd and -9th October :— . 

Labour Situation.—During the week ending 2nd October the coal situation 
passed from one crisis to another. The decision, on the 24th September, of the 
delegate conference of the Miners' Federation of Great Britain to suspend for one 
week their strike notices, which otherwise would have taken effect on the 25th, was 
followed by conferences on the 25th, 27th, 28th and 29th between representatives 
of the miners' executive and of the Mining Association of Great Britain. The 
suggestion, first tentatively advanced by the President of the Board of Trade on the 
9th September, that the miners should meet the owners to discuss the possibility of 
making such a readjustment of remuneration in relation to output as might give a 
sufficient satisfaction of their wages demand, was thus acted upon. The particular 
object of these joint meetings was to discover an output datum line, on the determi
nation of which depends the Prime MinisteFs offer of the 22nd September. On the 
29th September the joint conference decided that they could not arrive at an agreed 
recommendation to the Government, and the owners' and the miners' representatives 
reported separately their failure to arrive at an agreement which would settle the 
present dispute. The miners ' representatives on this date were of the opinion that 
no further good could accrue from continued meetings with the owners. 

The four-monthly period for the operation of the last awards of the Industrial 
Court for the engineering and shipbuilding industries will expire at the end of 
November. The trade unions concerned have already denounced the agreement of 
February .1917, under which the periodic hearings have been held, and the Federation 
of Engineering and Shipbuilding Trades have now put forward an application for an 
increase in wages of (id. an hour for their members. Negotiations are also proceeding 
between the Amalgamated Engineering Union ancl the Engineering and the National 
Employers' Federations with regard to such matters as payment for night shifts ancl 
overtime. The National Union of Railwayrnen have put before the Central Wages 
Board a claim for an additional 2s. per week for the men included in the conciliation 
grades under the sliding scale. 

The labour situation in its more political aspects is comparatively quiet. Atten
tion is being paid to the probable course of employment during the coming winter, 
ancl the local London Labour Parties, the National Union of Ex-Service Men, and the 
National Union of Police and Prison Officers apparently propose to exploit the 
unemployment in the docks area. As regards the cotton textile industry, it is 
probable that arrangements will be made between masters ancl men for organized 
curtailment of production. Details are given below of the arrangements agreed upon 
for this purpose in the Northampton boot and shoe trade. 

The Industrial Courts Act, 1919, continued until the 30th September 1920 the 
legal force of prescribed and substituted rates of wages which had been fixed under 
the Wages (Temporary Regulation) Acts, 1918-19. On and after the 1st October, 
therefore, rates of wages will be settled by negotiation between employers and 
employed, except in those cases where Statutory Orders apply, such as Orders of the 
Agricultural Wages Boards and Orders under the Trade Boards Acts. 

The decision of the delegate conference of the Miners' Federation of Great 
Britain, on the 1st October, to submit to a ballot vote of members the owners' 
revised datum line offer, marked the end of the second crisis in the coal 
situation. The expiry of the miners' strike notices had already been postponed to 
the 2nd October, ancl, as a result of this decision, a further suspension has taken 
place until the 16th October. The result of the ballot vote will be known on the 
13th, and upon this will depend the further development of the situation. Much 
discussion has taken place in the last few days upon the question of whether a 
two-thirds majority will be necessary for a strike, or whether the mere rejection 
of the owners' offer will suffice. The rules of the Federation do not deal with 
this point, ancl the national delegate conference have full power to interpret the 
wishes of the members as recorded in the ballot vote. I t is noteworthy that the 
ballot paper only allows the miners to choose between the two alternatives of a strike 



or the acceptance of the datum line proposal. Those members of the Federation,, 
therefore, who would, prefer their wages demand to be referred to an impartial tr ibunal 
have no opportunity of recording.this opinion. The miners' demand for a reduction, 
in the selling price of household coal appears to have been definitely abandoned. The 
cross currents of opinions and interests within the Federation as a whole, and. within 
each of its constituent bodies, are many and complicated. The national delegate 
conference decided to hold a second ballot by a comparatively narrow majority ; and 
the duty of recommending members how to vote has been left to the representative 
bodies of the constituent organizations. 

Among other developments of the industrial position in the week, attention may 
be drawn to the national agreement in the engineering industry with regard to over
time and night work. In the cotton textile industry the proposed short-time working, 
which will affect the wages earned by nearly the whole of the employees in the 
spinning section, overshadows the piecers' dispute, which still lingers. The National 
Amalgamated Union of Shop Assistants, Warehousemen and Clerks are beginning 
another campaign on behalf of their members in London, and are adhering to their 
policy of endeavouring to secure a joint reference of their claims to the Industrial 
Court. The road transport position remains unsettled; but a meeting between 
representatives of the employers and employed has been arranged for the 8th October. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

The Zagloulist Delegation.-On 4th October Mr. Scott reported [No. 980] that 
the seven delegates had left Cairo for Alexandria on the morning of 30th September, 
and the latter place for Marseilles next day. 

At Alexandria, he said, they were met by a gathering of notables, including 
Jewish and Syrian deputations. They were greeted with enthusiasm throughout, 
although small counter demonstrations were attempted by the extremists. In the 
afternoon 300 prominent members of the Alexandrian native community, after- a 
lengthy discussion, passed a unanimous vote of confidence. 

Telegraphing again on the same day [No. ?], Mr. Scott said that he had heard 
that the Sultan was somewhat upset in consequence of the delegates not having called 
upon him, in spite of an intimation from Adly Pasha that they might expect a 
favourable reception. 

Russian Refugees.—On 7th October Lord Curzon informed Mr. Scott [No. 38] 
that His Majesty's Government having agreed to the terms of the Serbian Govern
ment, as soon -as the evacuation of the refugees from Lemnos had been completed 
the necessary arrangements could be made for the transfer of those in Cyprus and 
Egypt to Serbia. 

PALESTINE. 

Trans-Jordania [B.E.R., xxv, p. 5].—Sir Herbert Samuel reported by telegram 
[Ho. 297] on I l t h October that the Ajlun country seemed to be quiet, although it was 
not easy to re-establish administration, and there was some difficulty in the collection 
of taxes. At the time of reporting, however, this, as wefl as the local administration and 
the reorganization of the police, was proceeding satisfactorily. The principal obstacles 
to public security and administrative improvement were the nomad tribes, but these 
had been fairly quiet of late, and had gone off to their winter pastures. 

In the Kerak district local administration had so far come into operation as to 
permit of some revenue being collected for the first time in four years. It was hoped 
-to include Tafile and Maan in this area. 



Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xxvii, p. 3 ] . - I n reply to tbe Viceroy's telegram of 
24th September, the Secretary of State for India telegraphed [2284] on 4th October 
a general agreement with the views of the Viceroy as expressed in his telegram. The 
Secretary of State demurred, however, to the proposal as to the gift of arms and 
ammunition without further consideration of the consequences that might he involved. 
Besides the risk of the Afghans using such arms against us, there was the danger, as 
the result of a military defeat, of these arms passing into the possession of the 
Bolsheviks. Moreover, it would be undesirable to provide the Afghans with arms 
and equipment on such a scale as might induce them to court disaster in conflict with 
Bolshevik troops. Any assistance to be given to them should be confined to a light 
character of arms and equipment, which, while increasing the efficiency of the 
Afghans in the style of warfare to which they were accustomed, would also restrict 
them from attempts to go beyond it. The Secretary of State insisted that the 
signature of a treaty of friendship on the lines proposed must be precedent to the 
granting of any assistance, and suggested that, when this condition had been fulfilled, 
a gift of money sufficient to enable the Amir to meet his pressing requirements, would 
be the best form of assistance. He pointed out that the signature of the treaty would 
free the Amir to import arms subject to the Arms Traffic Convention, and thought it 
preferable to defer making any substantial increase to Afghan armament until 
Afghanistan was actually faced by aggressive measures on the part of the Bolsheviks. 
The Indian Government was invited to reconsider the matter in the light of the 
foregoing. 

The Frontier Situation [B.E.R., xv, p. 2].—Referring to his telegram [332 S.] 
received on 25th March, the Viceroy reported [I.F.O.C. 1906] on 23rd September the 
programme which the Indian Government had decided to follow in dealing with the 
YVano Wazirs. / 

The Wazirs are to be summoned to a jirga in the first place, at which they will 
receive the following te rms: the return of rifles taken by them, and payment of a 
fine ; the surrender of a certain number of rifles belonging to the tribes ; a promise 
not to obstruct road-making, nor to hinder the movement of Government troops 
within their territory ; and some minor terms of less importance. One month after 
this, a final jirga will be held, which-, the Wazirs will be required to attend, and to 
deposit a certain proportion of the fine imposed, as a guarantee of their intention to 
submit. A reasonable period will then be allowed for the terms to be fully completed. 
Should the AVazirs fail to comply at any stage, it would be necessary to begin an 
advance on Wano, with the hope of inducing submission, if possible, before arrival 
there. 

In the opinion of the Indian Government this programme afforded the best chance 
of obtaining submission, and would not be costly in men or money. 

The Viceroy s Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on 2nd 
and 9th October:— 

I. (2nd October).—Discussion in the Press centres round the Congress resolution 
adopting non-co-operation and its effect on the Congress itself, a change in the consti
tution of which is now freely urged, even by Lajpat Rai. Resignations from candidature 
are reported from various provinces, in number about 80, but Malaviya, wdio has 
characterized the boycott of councils as a dangerous doctrine, is standing himself 
and advises others also to stand, as power within the councils, if returned, is greater 
than outside them for attaining the ideal fulfilment of (? modified) Government, and 
exposing the misdeeds of the executive Government. Shastri has been delivering 
useful lectures on the same subject. The Bengali states that " in Bengal at any rate 
there is no question that public sentiment is entirely against non-co-operation." The 
New India (Madras) considers that the Congress struck a deadly blow at national 
progress; while Madras reports that it is unlikely that the resolution, will find wide 
acceptance in the presidency. The boycott of foreign goods is attacked as foolish 
and impracticable. The Leader (Allahabad) points out that the boycott will not 
paralyse the Government; and Sir Chandavakar describes the failure in Poona, in the 
seventies, of private arbitration courts set up as a protest, owing to the innate spirit 
of litigiousness; Gandhi is said to be issuing a manifesto urging voters to refrain from 
voting for any candidates for the reformed councils. In view of possible attempts 
being made to prevent candidates from standing, or voters from voting by a threat 



-of social boycott or other means, we are pointing out to the Local Governments, 
with a view to uniformity of action, that the Corrupt Practices Act .makes the 
-exercise- of undue influence affecting the electoral right an offence punishable with 
imprisonment, and urging prosecution in such cases. 

The report of the Congress sub-committee (Gandhi, Patel, Motilal Nehru) has 
been published with an invitation to the public to submit criticisms before 2nd October.. 
The committee state that the Congress has approved of the whole of Gandhi's
programme of progressive non-violent non-co-operation, but has adopted for immediate
use items in the first stage only. The Congress will determine the pace for the 
remaining three stages, namely, the resignation of civil and military employment and 
the suspension of payment of taxes. As regards the items i n ' t h e : first stage the 
committee suggest:—(a) Deputations should approach all title, holders, and explain 
the illusory misconception about hollow Government gifts; but undue pressure and 
violence of language should be scrupulously avoided, (b) A boycott of Government 
schools and colleges as the easiest step owing to the growing political consciousness 
of. parents and the older students. Government employment, to which present 
education leads, must be spurned. The closure of Government schools will create a 
demand for national schools. Meanwhile, children should receive private -education 
or be apprenticed to patriotic merchants or artisans. Aided schools should 
dispense with Government grants, (e) The Government wield tremendous power 
through the law courts. Lawyers must therefore boycott the courts, and instead of 
devoting their leisure to public movements, must become whole-time publicists 
devoting their services to national schools, private arbitration, or propaganda work. 
A deputation is to approach the lawyers for the above ends. Pandit Motilal Nehru 
further suggests the immediate establishment of arbitration courts, and the application 
of boycott against those who defy the orders of such courts, (d) The boycott of 
councils is of the greatest importance. The deputation should approach candidates. 
Electors' signatures should be secured to a manifesto declaring their unwillingness to 
be represented in the council until the Punjab and Caliphate wrongs have been 
redressed, (e) "Vigorous propaganda to be urged against possible recruits for 
Mesopotamia (in this connexion it may be noted that the campaign to " call back our 
ariaies " is being energetically pushed by the Bombay Chronicle and the Independent). 
(/) The boycott of foreign: goods is considered an unfortunate interpolation due to 
misapprehension; but co-operators must simplify those wants, the satisfaction of 
which depends on foreign supplies. Great importance is attached to the revival of 
hand spinning and hand weaving; spinning classes are to be formed, and Swadeshi 
workers to communicate with the manager, Satyagraha Ashram, at Ahmedabad. 
Lajpat R-ai has written to the Press objecting strongly to the description of this item 
as a mischievous interpolation, (g) The collection of a large national fund is to be 
urged, and the formation of a volunteer corps to engender discipline and maintain 
order. (Ji) Where sufficient workers are available, they are to be divided into batches, 
each responsible for some special item of work; where few workers are available, 
concentration mainly on the boycott of councils in which results must, be shown 
before December. In all cases a complete interwoven organization in the province, 
district, town, and taluk is necessary. . . 

2. The All-India Congress Committee meets on 2nd October in Bombay to 
consider these proposals, the general reception of which in the country remains to be 
seen ; but there are clear and continued indications that the extremists derive much 
encouragement from the events in Ireland and Egypt, which they state prove the value 
of non-co-operation methods. 

3. The case against Zafar Ali Khan under sections 124A and 153A of the Indian 
Penal Code continues in Lahore. The accused pleads not guilty, but will not defend 
himself beyond making a statement and will not cross-examine witnesses ; it is said 
that no great sympathy is felt for him in the Punjab. 

4. The returned muhajarms are reported to be rapidly settling down. June johas 
returned from Kabul and will go home. On arrival at Peshawar be stated that he 
was ruined and disillusioned. Appeals have been made in the Press by Moslems for 
contributions and assistance to keep the returned muhajarins. 

5. Dissatisfaction is expressed in the extremist Press at the acquittal of Chilcot 
in the Kachagarhi trial, and - demands are made for an impartial enquiry. The 
statement describing the action taken by the Government of India against the 
officers censured in connexion with the Punjab disturbances is severely criticised by 
the opposition Press as being inadequate. The moderates also criticise, but urge that 
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the failure of the Government to do justice forms no-excuse for the non-co-operation 
campaign. 

6. In the United Provinces the Liberal Party has started an up-to-date Urdu 
daily paper to voice the views of the sober-minded section of community. 

7. In the Willoughby murder case, two of the accused pleaded guilty to the 
charge of murder and were sentenced to death. The case is proceeding against the-
third accused on the charge of abetment. 

8. The strike of Europeans at Jamshedpur has been settled; the strikers are 
receiving 10 per cent, increase over their average earnings with retrospective effect 
from 1st March. The Bombay Post Office aiid the telegraph peons struck work 
owing to dissatisfaction with the new rates of pay sanctioned by the Government.. 
The discontent also spread to Madras, where the support of the public was appealed 
for, and valuable assistance was given by Boy Scouts and Girl Guides. 

II. (9th Oc tober . ) -The All-India Congress Committee considered the Sub-
Committee^ draft instructions on non-co-operation' reported last week, and have 
adopted them with the following modifications : — 

(A) They deleted the statement that the Congress had adopted. Gandhi's full, 
programme, including the withdrawal from civil and military service and the non
payment of taxes. 

(B) They have incorporated PatePs suggestions regarding the boycott of Govern
ment Councils. 

.. (C) They have deleted the Sub-Committee's interpolation of the word " gradual " 
in the Congress resolution, and advised a gradual withdrawal of pupils and a gradual 
suspense in practice by lawyers. 

(D) They adopted Iuoti Lai NehnFs suggestions regarding the imposition of a 
social boycott on those unwilling to accept the decision of arbitration courts. 

(E) They deleted the statement that the boycott of foreign goods was an 
unfortunate interpolation. 

Arabindo Ghosh has refused the Presidentship of next Congress. 

2. Patel submitted proposals for the consideration of the All-India Congress 
Committee regarding the All-India Tilak memorial, consisting of a collection of 
20 lakhs for the establishment of propaganda organizations in London, with a branch 
at Paris with Pandit Moti Lai Nehru at its head, and another at New York under 
Lala Lajpat Rai, the organizations to be named Tilak's Swaraj Publicity Board. At 
a meeting held on Saturday last the All-India Congress Committee resolved to start 
TilalFs memorial fund, to invite the provincial Congress Committees to collect sub
scriptions, to ask the Tilak Memorial Sub-Committee to submit a further report in 
order to obtain the opinions of public and private committees, and finally to bring it 
for consideration before the next meeting. 

3. Reports from Provinces . - (A) Bombay.—The Sub-Committees report was 
generally received with disappointment, and probably the line of least resistance will 
be followed for the present, namely, a boycott of the Councils. The lead given by the 
24 Nationalists who opposed this measure at the special Congress, but decided not to 
stand out of loyalty to the resolution, has been followed by 24 others who had little 
chance of election. Gandhi issued a manifesto to voters to sign a declaration that 
they did not wish to be represented till the Punjab and Caliphate wrongs had been 
righted and India had got swaraj. The branches of the India Home-rule League have 
been addressed with a view to concentrate on this for the next two months ; labour 
disputes, too, are likely to be utilized, and a strong lead in this direction is expected 
at the All-India Trade Union Congress in Bombay at the end of October. At the 
same time the moderates are organizing counter-propaganda. Jamnadas Dwarka Das 
resigned from the All-India Congress Committee owing to strong opposition to 
the principle and policy of non-co-operation. 

(B) Punjab.—The Caliphate agitation has received a decided check owing to the 
collapse of the hijrat movement, but the extremist agitators are preaching non
co-operation, and some have openly declared that persons unwilling to surrender 
titles will be forced to do so. Sober-minded people are against it, but three of the 
Lahore leaders and all but two of the Amritsar candidates have withdrawn from 
candidature, and Sikh agitators are preaching non-co-operation, in villages. The 
arrest and prosecution of Zafar Ali is reported to have had a good effect. In regard 
to the dissemination of seditious matter among the troops, the reports indicate that 



the chief grievance of the sepoy is insufficiency of pay. Lajpat Ear delivered an 
address in Lahore urging a boycott of the Councils and appealing for a vigorous and 
determined adoption of the non-co-operation programme. 

(C) Bengal.—Political leaders have,shown little activity in the last fortnight, 
and are adjusting ideals to the new situation created by the acceptance of the 
Congress resolution. The recent elections for Union Boards aroused considerable 
interest and revealed no tendency for candidates to withdraw or voters to refrain 
from voting. At the same time the Caliphate Committee is organizing a determined 
campaign in support of non-co-operation in Calcutta, and is likely to concentrate on 
jute, management of labour, lascars, and servants of Europeans. The main eiforts 
are directed towards the districts. The Committee propose opening branches in 
important Mofussil centres and carrying on propaganda by means of delegates aided 
by the pressure of social and commercial ostracism. The Hindu leaders are afraid 
that it may lead to violence and are reluctant to face this. An association has been 
formed, consisting of most of the umemployed ex-detenus as members, to prevent 
friction between non-co-operators and their opponents with the object of persuading 
the latter to remain at any rate neutral.. Sir Ashutosh Chandhuri, J.. N. Ray, 
J. Chandhuri and B. C. Chatterjee have issued an appeal to the public not to boycott 
the Councils, as the Congress resolution is not binding on the minority; they ask 
Indians to accept the new Government of India Act as a partial swaraj, which would 
lead to complete swaraj. The newspaper Bengali gives a useful lead against non
co-operation, and C. Mazumdar, ex-President of the Congress, has condemned the 
movement. 

(D) United Provinces.—The political classes of educated Moslems discuss non
co-operation. Resignations so far are negligible. Non-co-operators will establish 
committees in every town and city, to further the movement and to bring pressure to 
bear by persuasion or threats on holders of titles and honorary offices. At the same 
time among the moderates, and especially among the more sensible Mohamedans, there 
are signs of a movement to organize themselves in opposition to the bullying of 
extremists. Ishwar Saran has condemned the movement oir the ground that GandbPs 
appeal to the masses is dangerous and likely to release little dreamt of forces. The 
Agra riot reported in previous telegrams has been exaggerated by the Mohamedans 
of Delhi, who claim to have settled the trouble, whereas the dispute was settled by the 
Collector and the Delhi Mohamedans arrived after the riots were over. The Leader is 
publishing articles condemning non-co-operation and encouraging a possible revision 
of the resolution at the next Congress. Newspapers of various shades, including 
the Leader and the Independent, are calling for the return of Indian troops from 
Mesopotamia. 

(E) Bihar ancl Orissa.—The postponement of GandhPs promised visit to Bihar 
has caused temporary political stagnation. Few proselytes can (? be claimed) 
accordingly, but the Young Caliphate agitators are reported to be tired of their 
present leaders and complain that none of them carry out their promise to renounce 
titles and practice at the bar. 

(F) Delhi.—The politicians are quiet. Doctor Ansari attempted to pass the non
co-operation resolution at the meeting of the Provincial Congress Committee, but only 
eight members out of 96 attended, and the matter was shelved. The demeanour of 
the crowds celebrating Muha,rram was orderly and good tempered. 

(G) North-West Frontier Province.—Political agitation is temporarily at a 
discount. Seventy-five per cent, muhajarins have returned ancl are being settled. 
Local organizers of hijrat in Peshawar have judiciously kept in the background. Even 
so in Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan's handful! of mullahs persistently advocate 
emigration, but meet with a very meagre response. 

(H) Central Provinces.—Extremists accepting the Congress decision have with
drawn their candidature; while condemning a boycott of the Councils they consider 
they are bound to accept the finding of the majority. In the north of the 
province, news of the adoption of the non-co-operation resolution was received without 
enthusiasm, boycott of the Councils and withdrawal of students from schools being 
regarded as inexpedient; ancl a new party is likely to spring up midway between the 
moderates ancl the extremists, and is calculated to weaken the Congress. In Berar 
lectures are given urging people not to vote at the elections and to abstain from calling 
on officials. 

4. Several prosecutions for political offences are being conducted under ordinary 
law :—Swamy Vidyanand under section 131, Indian Penal Code, for attempting to 
seduce soldiers at Dinapore ; two maulvis under sections 124 and 153A, Indian Penal 



Code, at Panipat, P u n j a b ; Mr. Ishaq Ali, editor of iAl .Nazir at Lucknow, under 
sections 124A and 153B and 515, Indian Penal Code. The accused refuse to cross
examine, but are prepared to file a written statement. 

5. The Muharram festival passed off quietly everywhere with one or two small 
exceptions. Labour unrest continues. The Post and Telegraph employees at Bombay 
are still on strike. The men of the Bombay Gas Company went on a ('? lightning) 
strike first and are still out. The Lucknow paper mills employees and the Calcutta 
tram men struck this week. The strike in the presses at Calcutta and Simla are over, 
and the oil-workers' strike ' in Madras is settled. There has been serious trouble 
on the tea gardens in the Lakhimpur district of Assam. 

6. The publication of the Esher Committee repurt has evolved considerable 
criticism in the Indian Press, both moderate and extremist, on the ground that the 
recommendations impose an intolerable burden on India's finances, and create doubts 
whether it is really intended to endow India in the near future with full self-governing 
powers. The portions relating to the Indian territorial force are also adversely 
criticized. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Bessarabian Treaty.—On 9th October the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
informed the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, and the 
Gfficer Administering the Government of South Africa, that the Bessarabian Treaty 
was now nearly ready for signature. The final text had not yet been received from 
Paris , but according to the first draft which alone was available in London, the 
sovereignty of Rumania was recognized, over Bessarabia, and guarantees of liberty 
and justice ensured by Rumania to the inhabitants, The remaining articles were 
concerned mainly with questions relating to the future nationality of nationals of the 
former Russian Empire, habitually resident in Bessarabia, and with the assumption 
by Rumania of a proportional part, affecting Bessarabia, of the Russian public debt, 
and other Russian public liabilities. 

The Secretary of State asked to be informed whether "the respective Ministers 
agreed to signature on their behalf. 

CANADA. 

Cable Service for Press News.—-On 12th October the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies sent the following telegram to the Governor-General of Canada:—-

Referring to your despatch of 13th July, No. 469, Canadian News Service, it is 
understood that Mr. Roderick Jones, Reuter's, has been discussing with the Canadian 
Press, Limited, the possibility of sending a service of 30,000 words per month by 
Imperial cable to Canada at a special low rate. 

From enquiries made here, I find that the Post Office would undertake to carry 
such a service by the Imperial cable, but must charge the full Press rate of M. 
per word. The difference between this rate and any amount which the Canadian 
Press and ReuteFs would be prepared to contribute, would accordingly have to be 
made up either by the Canadian Government or from a special vote on the estimates 
here. 

If the Canadian Press does not object to this form of subvention, His Majesty's 
Government are prepared, as a temporary measure for five months from 1st November, 
to contribute half the difference between the ordinary rate of 5d. and, say. Id. rate 
(which the Canadian Press would be required to pay), for a service of 30,000 words 
per month, provided that the Canadian Government would contribute the remaining 
half. The contribution involved on this basis whoulcl be 250Z. per month each by 
His Majesty's Government and the Canadian Government. The suggested conditions 
of contribution are (a) that no sporting news or news not of national importance 
should be sent by special service; (b) that copies of all telegrams should be supplied 
by ReutePs to us, and by the Canadian Press to the Canadian Government; (c) that 

. the Canadian Press should undertake to transmit the whole of the special service to 
Western Canada. Please telegraph the views of the Canadian Government as soon 
as possible. 



Miscellaneous.--The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs :—

(1) Mr. Calder, Minister of Immigration and Colonization, who has just returned 
from.a tour in the British Isles, reports that there will be a large emigration to Canada 
within the next few years. 

(2) It is expected that the wheat crop of Alberta this year will have averaged a 
little over 22 bushels per acre. 

(3) Wheat is now arriving at the head of the Great Lakes at the rate of over a 
thousand carloads daily. 

(4) Canada's external trade during the 12 months ended 31st August included 
imports valued at $1,269,000,000 and exports amounting to $1,257,000,000. Imports 
from the United Kingdom during the 12 months,in question, reached $206,107,000 as 
compared with $76,690,000 for ,the previous year. Exports of Canadian produce to 
the United Kingdom were worth $394,000,000 as against $575,697,000 for the
preceding 12 months. 

AUSTRALIA. 

League of Nations.—On 2nd October the Governor-General telegraphed as 
follows to the Secretary of State for the Colonies :  -

Please notify the, Secretary-Genoral of the League of Nations that Senator the 
Honourable Edward Davis Millen, Minister for Repatriation, has been selected as the 
representative of the Commonwealth of Australia at the Geneva meeting of the 
assembly of the League during November. Senator Millen, accompanied by two 
advisers and a secretary, leaves by the Orsova this week, arriving in London 
approximately 1st November; he will be available to attend any meeting of the 
British Empire delegation which may be held prior to the meeting of the League 
Assembly on 15th November as suggested in your telegram of 18th September. 
While in London, whither he will return after the conclusion of the Geneva meeting, 
Senator Millen will deal with finance and other questions previously entrusted to 
Mr. Watt, and will represent the Commonwealth at the Imperial Cabinet and in-all 
matters with which he may from time to time be required to deal. 

The New Governor-General.—On 6th October Lord Forster reported that he h a d ' 
that day assumed the administration of the Government of the Commonwealth. 

Admission of American-Germans.—On 7th October the Governor-General 
informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that his Ministers would be glad if 
Consuls in the United States of America could be advised that the Government of tbe 
Commonwealth had decided that American citizens born there of German parents 
would be admitted into Australia if they were of sound health, good repute and held 
passports duly vised ; but that each case of Germans naturalized in America should, 
be submitted, mention being made of the period of residence in America, the purpose 
of the visit to Australia and its intended duration, of Australian references if any, and 
if recommended. A similar decision applied to Austrians, Hungarians, Bulgarians. 

Copper [B.E.R., xxiv, p. 9],—On 6th October the Secretary, of State for the 
Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General as follows :— 

Your telegram dated 6th August. Copper. The Minister of Munitions states 
that Wallaroo is not recognized as equally suitable with electrolytic for all purposes, 
even if for some it is more suitable, and is not good delivery against a contract for 
electrolytic. The market, therefore, is not so extensive, and the price during the 
war was 21., and is now If., less than for electrolytic. The Ministry of Munitions 
cannot limit the sales of Wallaroo to purchasers requiring it for the special purposes 
for which it has special advantages, but must dispose of stocks to the best advantage, 
having regard to reasonably prompt realization. Moreover, distribution to users 
previously unacquainted with Wallaroo should be to the ultimate advantage of 
Australian producers, and the Ministry considers that the value is not depreciated by 
disposing of surplus stocks at prices so nearly equivalent to electrolytic. If, however,, 
the producers are still dissatisfied, and desire to control the sale price in this country, 
it is open to them to make an offer for unsold stock to the Ministry, who would 
favourably consider a reasonable offer. 

The Minister adds that a clear distinction must be drawn between copper 
electrolytically produced, which is called electrolytic copper in this country, and fire 
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refined, which has never fetched the same price as electrolytic. The copper of the 
Australian Electrolytic Company was fire refined. ; \ - s

Apples [B.E.R., xxvii, p . 10].—In reply to the Governor-Generahs telegram of 
20th September the Secretary of State sent the following message on 7 th October: - .'" 

The Food Controller states that maximum prices will be reimposed on all apples,, 
whether home-grown or imported, after 15th November. Although some supplies of 
imported apples from America and elsewhere are at present being received, the larger 
proportion of imports from Canada and the United States will not arrive in the United 
Kingdom until after 15th November, and will be therefore subject to a maximum price 
equally with Australian apples. The home-grown crop has been, for practical 
purposes, a failure, and while the Food Controller is anxious that the price of imported 
apples should be such as to secure a reasonable return to the producer, he is obliged, 
i n t h e interests of the United Kingdom consumer, to take precautions in order to
obviate the price rising to scarcity value. The Food Controller adds, that although 
the price of several varieties of imported apples was frequently lower last winter than 
the maximum price imposed, no complaints were received, and that the new schedule 
of prices provides for a substantial addition to the imported price of last year. 

. \ ' y . F . ; . N E W ZEALAND. 

Butter [B.E.R., xxvii, p . 10].—Referring to the Food Controller s message of. 
27th September, the Governor-General of New Zealand telegraphed to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, on 9th October, as follows : — 

The Prime Minister met the Dominion Butter Committee on Gth October, and was 
informed (firstly) that the butter producers of South Island, and of the east ancl west 
'C0.ast of North Island, accept the terms of purchase for creamery butter manufactured 
by them. (Secondly) but they request that a similar graduated increase, which it was 
understood was allowed to Australia, should be given for all butter of grading over 
88 points, also that the free storage given by factories should be for six weeks, as 
arranged in Australia, instead of for two months as under existing arrangements in 
New Zealand. (Thirdly), they wish to be informed regarding the price for whey, dairy 
and milled butter, and suggest that the same reduction per pound from first grade 
creamery price as was existing last season should be continued. (Fourthly), the 
butter producers of certain districts bf the Auckland Province, who manufacture 
probably more than half of the exportable surplus of New Zealand butter, decline to 
confirm the terms of purchase, unless a full guarantee is given that either a free 
market in the United Kingdom will be given at 31st March 1921 or that New Zealand 
producers will at that time receive equal treatment with Irish and English producers. 
(Fifthly), the Prime Minister desires to be advised if butter may be accepted from 
those' producers referred to in (firstly) who are willing to sell on the Imperial Govern
ment terms. (Sixthly) the Prime Minister desires to say that he is personally anxious 
that the available export should go to the Imperial Government, and on this account, 
as well as for other reasons, he hopes that the suggestion made by the producers may 
be agreed to. (Seventhly), Mr. Massey desired to add that the new season's butter is 
now coming in freely. 

: F SOUTH AFRICA, 

The Reunion Congress. - ReuteFs agent reported from Bloemfontein on 
24th September that the Hereeniging Conference, which was being held to consider 
the possibility of the reunion of the Dutch inhabitants of South Africa, had been 
faced with a clean-cut issue at its sitting that clay. The Nationalists had insisted on 
the Republican ideal in its programme of reunion, while the South African party 
stood for a reunion in which the whole British people of South Africa could 
unhesitatingly join with their Dutch brothers. The chairman was, therefore, 
compelled to report that a deadlock had been reached, and the congress concluded 
without reaching an agreement. 

. -General Smuts' Appeal 'for the Formation of a Great Moderate Party.—ReuteFs 
Capetown agent telegraphed as follows on 29th September : - 

" T h e Prime Minister, General Smuts, will make the momentous announcement 
to-night that, " following upon the recent Bloemfontein Congress, the time seems to 



" have arrived for the formation of a great Moderate Party of South Africans of both 
" races in the support of the Union Constitution, which will declare itself against 
" revolution, the violation of the constitution, or lawlessness in. any shape or form.'' 

The Prime Minister, in a letter to the South African party, refers to a party 
congress on 27th October at Bloemfontein, to be held in consequence of what 
happened at the recent Hereeniging or Reunion Congress. 

General Smuts says : The Hereeniging Congress marks a great turning point in . 
our political development, from which important results for our future will follow. 
After repeated and earnest attempts at the reunion of the South African and 
Nationalist parties it has at last become evident that such a reunion is impossible. . 

The Nationalist party has, through its spokesmen, declared most clearly that 
active propaganda for secession from the British Commonwealth must form an 
integral part of any political programme to which it could subscribe. The South 
African party regards such a policy as a wrong and dangerous one for our young 
country and people to follow, as a violation of our constitution, as a breach of good 
faith, and of the understanding whereby both European races came together to found 
a united South Africa, and as an effective means to force the future policy of South 
Africa on racial lines. 

The South African party would be false to her past and would seriously endanger 
the great constructive work of the last 12 years if she were to embrace such a policy. 
It was hoped that the National party, for the sake of national unity, would have been 
willing to waive its secession policy, but this hope has now been proyed to be in 
vain, and thus has reunion become impossible. Under these circumstances, another 
way out of the present political difficulties must be sought. For some considerable 
time the South African party has had the choice between reunion and expansion, and 
now that reunion has been negatived the other alternative of expansion is left, but a 
decision in connexion therewith must be submitted to a party congress. Now that 
the Nationalist party is firmly resolved to continue its propaganda of fanning the fires 
of secession and of driving the European races apart from each other and ultimately 
into conflict with each other, the moderate elements of our population have no 
alternative but to draw closer to one another in order to fight that policy. 

A new appeal must, therefore, be made to all right-minded South Africans, 
irrespective of party or race, to join the new party which will be strong enough to 
safeguard the permanent interests of the Union against the disruptive and destructive 
policy of the Nationalists. Such a central political party will not only continue our 
great work of the past, but it is destined to play a weighty role in the future 
peaceable development of South Africa. The recent great improvement in our status 
and position must for the future be consolidated by peaceable means. The internal 
development and strengthening of South Africa must be promoted by the one and 
only method, and that is by co-operation in every respect between both European 
races. 

Telegraphing again on the following day ReuteFs agent said that vivid interest 
had been awakened in political circles as to events in the immediate future. 

The Unionists had greeted the PremieFs manifesto with undoubted enthusiasm, 
which had been heightened by their admiration of the manner in which the South 
African party delegates had stood by their principles at the recent Hereeniging 
Congress in Bloemfontein. 

Prominent Unionists considered that their party would be willing, as a compliment 
to their allies, to accept the name " South African P a r t y " for any new united party 
that might be decided upon. 

And on 2nd October he reported that Sir Thomas Smartt, welcoming General 
Smuts' proposal for the regrouping of the various Parliamentary parties on new lines, 
had said : " I feel certain I have the full support of the Unionist party in doing all I 
can to assist in the formation of a new party such as General Smuts suggests." 

In regard to the attitude of the Press, he telegraphed on 30th September that the 
Gape Times had remarked that the regrouping could only be made possible by 
splendid fidelity to the constitution, the repudiation of race cleavage and firm 
adherence to the principles established at the Union and maintained by the South 
African Party delegates at Bloemfontein. The Times suggests that Unionists should 
hold a congress at Bloemfontein at the same time, as the forthcoming South African 
Party Congress there, when a simultaneous resolution of both parties to dissolve 
might be a preliminary step to the immediate establishment of a new Central Party, 
Jor which the most appropriate name would be " the South African Party." 



NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Wireless Communications-On 12th. October the Governor of Newfoundland 
informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that his Ministers had entered into 
an agreement'with the Marconi Company, Canada, extending the monopoly of wireless 
communication, to Newfoundland on the lines of the present contracts, with the right 
to erect large stations on the Avalon Peninsula, and at Grandfalls. He asked if this 
conflicted with any general rights of the Admiralty at Mountpearl, or the policy of 
His Majesty's Government. 
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The first of the following paragraphs is taken from the Report of the Ministry of 
Labour for 16th October and the rest from the Report for 23rd October : — 

Unemployment.—Attention is still widely drawn to the unemployment position, 
and London is again the centre of interest. Reports continue to be received of the 
proposals of local authorities to put into operation, in the coming winter, public works 
of varying magnitude, in order to relieve such distress as may occur amongst unskilled 
workers and ex-service men. Many unions are actively considering their position 
under the Unemployment Insurance Act, 1920. 

The Goal Strike.—The strike notices of members of the Miners1 Federation of 
Great Britain were allowed to expire on the 1 Oth October, and the coal strike may 
therefore be said to have commenced on the 18th, on which day the suspension of 
work in the collieries of Great Britain was complete. The decision of the Miners' 
Federation on the 23rd September that, in the event of a strike, such work should be 
allowed as is necessary for maintaining the mines in condition, so that no delay need 
take place in resuming coal-getting at the close of the strike, has been put into 
operation, though in Scotland and South Wales threats to withdraw the men at work 
under this arrangement are reported. 

The coal strike affects the labour situation in two broad ways. Firstly, there is 
the question now being discussed by the other national bodies of organized labour, of 
the policy that ought to be adopted in the circumstances. Three organizations, in 
particular, are concerned, namely, the National Union of Railwaymen, the National 
Transport Workers' Federation, and the Associated Society of.Locomotive Engineers 
and Firemen. By each of these bodies very definite issues of trade union policy have 
to be determined. For example, in the case of the National Union of Railwaymen, local 
branches in Wales and district councils in Scotland are urging a sympathetic strike. 
Turbulent spirits may wish to exploit the disaffection of those grades of railwaymen, 
particularly signalmen, whose permanent wages basis has yet to be settled, and may 
be urging that the union's officials should take this opportunity to force an agreement. 
Individual railwaymen all over the country may wish for guidance as to what attitude 
they should adopt, for example, towards the movement of coal trains. It is because 
of these problems that the general meeting, the all-powerful governing body of the 
National Union of Railwayman, was summoned for the 20th. The following 
resolution was passed by the general meeting on the 21st October:—" This special 
general meeting having carefully considered the position created by the miners' 
strike, and being satisfied that their claims are reasonable and just and .should be 
conceded forthwith, decides to instruct the general secretary to intimate to the 
Prime Minister than unless the miners' claims are granted, or negotiations resumed, 
by Saturday, 23rd October, which result in a settlement, we shall be compelled to 
take the necessary steps to instruct our members in England, Scotland and Wales to 
cease work. In addition, a telegram is being despatched to ah members to be 
prepared to cease work at 12 midnight on Sunday next unless they hear to the 
contrary." The executive of the Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and 
Firemen have similarly been in session at Leeds. The council of the National 
Transport Workers' Federation have also been in session, but are more immediately 
concerned with the threatened strike in the road transport industry. 

The second way in which the coal strike affects the labour situation lies in its 
effect upon the unemployment position. A special emergency out-of-work donation 
scheme is being brought into operation for ex-members of H.M. forces and 
merchant seamen, who are entitled to out-of-work donation. Persons of the age of 
17 and over, insured under the National Insurance (Unemployment) Acts, 1911 to 
19.19, may also be eligible to receive unemployment benefit. The rates of emergency 
donation are 20s. per week for men and 15s. for women. The rate of unemployment 
benefit is 1 Is . for men and women, and half that rate for boys and girls. Special 
arrangements may be made with the larger employers for their assistance in the 
administration of the scheme. The necessary preparations are, of course, being made 
by other Government departments to meet any emergencies that may arise in the 
supply and transport of food and other necessaries. 



Unemployment Insurance Act, 1920.—The sub-committee, representative of 
-employers and operatives in the Lancashire cotton industry, who have been 
considering the advisability of contracting out of the Act, held a meeting on the 
19th of October, when it was stated that negotiations for a scheme which would meet 
the views of all parties concerned had. broken down. The representatives of the 
Federation of Master Cotton Spinners' Associations and of the Cotton Spinners and 
Manufacturers' Association, in an official report of the meeting, stated that, in view of 
the many practical difficulties involved in the administration of a contraotino--out 
scheme, the employers had informed the operatives that they must recommend the 
adoption of the Government scheme. Some dissatisfaction at this decision has been 
expressed by the representatives of the United Textile Factory Workers' Association. 

International Conference of Commercial Employees.—An international conference 
of unions representing commercial employees has recently been held at Amsterdam. 
Seven countries in all were represented, namely, Great Britain (by delegates from 
the National Amalgamated Union of Shop Assistants, Warehousemen and Clerks, and 
the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative and Commercial Employees and Allied 
Workers), France, Germany, iiolland, Austria, Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia. It was 
agreed by the conference that there should in future be one international trade union 
representing commercial employees and that it should be based on the princinles 
governing the constitution of the International Federation of Trade Unions, "and 
affiliated to this Federation. A commission representative of six countries was 
accordingly appointed to draw up a draft constitution for the new body, the head
quarters of which will be in Amsterdam. I t was decided that next yeaFs congress 
should be held in Vienna.-

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

PALESTINE. 

The Assembly of Palestine Jews.—-On 16th October Sir Herbert Samuel trans
mitted [No. 314] the following message for the Prime Minister:— 

The first elected assembly of Palestine Jews, convened in Jerusalem, the capital 
of Palestine, unanimously resolved to express their gratitude to the British Govern
ment, who, in accepting a mandate over Palestine, assured their powerful support 
towards the realization of the historical task of the reconstruction of a national home 
for the Jewish people in Erez Israel. We feel certain that under Great Britain's 
experienced guidance the children of Israel will return to their boundaries and that 
the country will develop for the benefit of all its inhabitants.—(Signed) Grand Rabbi 
Jacob Meir. 
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INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xxviii, p. 1].—Telegraphing [1201 S.] on 15th 
October, the Viceroy announced the receipt of a letter from the Amir, and another 
from Mahmud Tarsi, both dated. 6th October. The former, which was telegraphed by 
the Viceroy in exlensp, expressed the gratification of the Amir with the reception 
accorded to the Afghan delegation, and with the fact that mutual misunderstanding 
had been removed, and the way paved to the conclusion of a treaty of friendship. In 
acknowledging the written statement of the proceedings at Mussoorie, the letter 
pointed out that there were nevertheless certain items which were not free from the 
possibility of complaint and objection. These, however, might be considered to be of 
a trivial nature, and would not conflict with the basis of questions on which it was 
hoped to found a treaty of friendship. Referring to Mr. Dobbs' suggestion that it 
might be necessary to send representatives of the Indian Government to Kabul, the 
Amir stated that Afghanistan considered it itself equally ready and prepared with the 
Government of India to negotiate a treaty. The letter ended by asking that if 
trustworthy representatives invested with power to conclude a treaty were sent to 
Kabul, the Amir might be informed of the numbers, not to exceed 20, and the date of 
departure, in order that feelings of amity might be promoted from the first moment. 



The. Viceroy sent a summary of TarsFs letter, which, after acknowledging 
kindnesses received at Mussoprie, refers to the Amir's letter, and the suggestion by 
Mr. Dobbs that a certain Indian Moslem should, be sent. to Kabul as British agent. 
This had not been found acceptable, and the view of the Amir was that the personality 
who was sent should be an Englishman with power to sign a treaty subject to
ratification. . 

The Viceroy proceeded to discuss the considerations for and against the proposal 
at some length, and gave it as the opinion of the Indian Government that after 
weighing all the arguments the balance was decidedly in favour of accepting the 
Amir's invitation, in view of the paramount importance of detaching Afghanistan as 
soon as possible from hostile communications. The acceptance, however, would be 
subject to two conditions :;— 

(i) The position of the British Mission in Kabul would be impossible unless they 
were authorized from the beginning t,o address the Amir officially as Ills 
Majesty, a title which other missions on the spot would be, doubtless,. 

, according him. 
(ii) The British Mission could,not be allowed to start until the release of two of 

our officers, who had been kidnapped by raiders, and were still detained 
in Kandahar in spite of Tarsi's undertaking to make enquiry about them. 

On 19th October the Secretary of State telegraphed [No. 2665A] to the Viceroy 
calling attention to a reported agreement between the Afghans and the Bolsheviks, 
and to the effect that this might have on any existing proposals. This telegram was. 
crossed by one [1214 S.] despatched on the same date by the Viceroy. In this the 
Viceroy stated that, according to the latest news from authentic sources, an agreement 
between the Afghans and the Bolsheviks might be on the verge of ratification. If 
this were so, the prospect of any conflict between them over the Bokhara question 
would disappear, and it would be unnecessary to give any immediate decision 
regarding a possible Afghan request for a gift of arms. The Viceroy thought it 
probable that the agreement would promise a regular annual subsidy to Afghanistan, 
and other benefits much on the lines contemplated in the British-Afghan agreement. 
The attitude of Afghanistan appeared to be that of seeking to gain advantages on 
both sides without becoming involved in any obligations directed against either. 
Concerning the effect of this arrangement on ourselves, the Viceroy considered that 
the question resolved itself into the choice between aloofness from Afghanistan, and 
participation with the Bolsheviks in financing the Government and in the develop
ment of the country; unless, indeed, we went to war with Afghanistan to expel the 
Bolsheviks' influence, which might eventuate in a war with the Bolsheviks also. 
Of the two courses, aloofness would lead to the complete domination of Afghanistan 
by Bolshevik influence, whereas participation in the development of the country 
would gradually attract her to our sphere, owing to our superior economic strength and 
facilities. 

Exclusive domination of Afghanistan, however preferable, was now impossible 
without War, and the Indian Government advocated the adoption of the seconcbof the 
two courses indicated above, facing all it implied with their eyes open. The Afghan 
acceptance of help from the Bolsheviks was not thought to preclude the carrying out 
of the Mussoorie programme. 

Before the renewal of any discussion of the agreement with Afghanistan, the 
Government wished to satisfy themselves as to whether an agreement with the Bol
sheviks had been actually signed, and, if so, in what way it affected our interests. They 
proposed, therefore, to add to the conditions given in the telegram of 15th October, 
governing the acceptance of the Amir's invitation, a further condition that the Afghan 
Government should furnish full and accurate information regarding the terms of the 
agreement which it was believed had already been concluded between the Afghan 
and the Soviet Governments, on which would depend the utility or otherwise of 
continuing: negotiations for a treaty of friendship between Great Britain and 
Afghanistan. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on 16th 
and 24th October:—

I . (16 th October.)-Gandhi is now trying to use the Home Rule League and 
the local Congress committees to enforce the decisions of the Special Congress. 
Attention is concentrated on inducing voters not to vote. One effect of the campaign 
has been to allow candidates with poor chances to retire with dignity. The leaders. 



are far from unanimous, Malaviya urging that the boycott of tbe Councils is a mistake ; 
aud the moderate Press emphasizes that the nationalists, by withdrawing, merely let 
in moderate candidates without the trouble and expense of an election. It is 
impossible to estimate with any exactness the probable result of the boycott of the 
Councils, but so far this has proved the most successful item in the non-co-operation 
propaganda. The movement is spreading in Bihar, where the local Caliphate Com
mittee is carrying on an active election propaganda, in the Punjab and Bengal, where 
B. C. Pal and others are working vigorously, though Das and Chakravarty are 
criticized for inaction. In the United Provinces the provincial political conference 
adopted the Congress resolution with a few dissentients. An attempt to establish 
nationalist schools is being made in Bombay, and in Delhi arbitration courts are being
talked of, with counsel and petition writers granted sanads on payment of Rs. 50 
-and Rs. 5 respectively. I t remains to be seen how the experiment will work, but, as' 
the courts would have no power to enforce their decrees,1 it is unlikely to be extensively 
patronized. The impracticability of the boycott of schools is emphasized generally in 
the Press, as the adoption of this item of non-co-operation would mean that the leaders of 
the movement would have to cope with the education of eight million scholars or leave 
them without education. 

Mohamed Ali's arrival in India is giving support to the movement and may lead 
to an intensification of the Caliphate agitation. The visit of the Ali Brothers and 
Gandhi to Aligarh is claimed by their supporters to have had a great success. It 
seems probable, however, that the success has been purposely exaggerated. 

2. Madras reports a few more resignations from the Council candidature and of 
honorary offices, but local interest is concentrated on the Brahmin or non-Brahmin 
controversy; Caliphate agitators are adopting a social boycott against the more 
prominent title holders and intimidation of respectable and moderate Mohamedans. 
The boycott of foreign goods is unpopular. Lord Willingdon, at the conclusion of 
the Madras Legislative Council, pointed out that non-co-operation was illegal and 
unconstitutional, and appealed to moderate opinion to co-operate with the Govern
ment in combating it. The speech was criticized in the extremist Press but welcomed 
by New India. 

3. Bombay reports that GandhPs attempt to override the decision of the Congress 
through the sub-committee appointed to frame rules will strengthen the nationalists 
in their determination to get even with Gandhi at the next Congress. The report of 
the Congress Sub-Committee was received with some disappointment, as it shows 
that the task of confronting non-co-operators involves hard work, sacrifice and money. 
The All-India Caliphate Committee held a meeting with a view to establishing a 
national educational society at Mandvis, for which Chotani is said to have received 
five lakhs of rupees ; and attempts were made, with some success, in spite of lower 
pay, to induce Hindu and Moslem teachers in the municipal vernacular schools to co
operate in the establishment of national schools. As in Madras, intimidation has been 
adopted to secure resignation of titles. The moderates, however, stirred to action, are 
reported to be initiating a scheme of propaganda and to be holding a conference, over 
which Sir Chiman Lai Setalvad, who resigned from the High Court, will preside.-
Many seats areuncontested in Bombay owing to the withdrawal of Congress candidates. 
For two seats in the India Legislative Assembly allotted to the general electorate of 
Bombay citizens only Sir Chiman Lai Setalvad- and Jainnados Dwarkadas have been 
nominated. We proscribed the Daily Herald aud prohibited its entry into India 
under the Sea Customs Act, owing to its Bolshevik propaganda. The proscription was 
protested against in the extremist Press, and the Daily Herald Support Committee 
-constituted with Baptista as president. 

4. In the Punjab, while the Caliphate agitation is quiescent, the agitation among 
the Sikhs is intensified and the non-co-operation movement is securing. a stronger 
hold. The Sikh agitators have been conducting a violent campaign in the urban 
and the rural areas. The concessions to Sikh sentiment made by the Government 
in the observance of the Sikh festivals as holidays, permission to wear kirpans, and 
reforms in the management of the golden temple at Amritsar, have only encouraged 
them to make further demands ; the dangerous features of the movement are the 
threats of violence and the incitement to the people to prepare for the defiance of 
authority. The prosecution of individuals under the ordinary law is considered b y 
the Local Government Undesirable, because (1) such prosecutions arouse considerable 
excitement, necessitating in one case the pronouncement of judgment in jail, and in 
another holding the trial in jai l ; and (2) the appearance of initiating a crusade against 
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t h e Sikhs, should be avoided. At the request of the Lieutenant-Govern or we have
authorized the application of the Seditions Meetings Act to the districts of Lahore 
Amritsai- and 'Sheikhpura, though the proclamation will only be made if considered 
absolutely necessary. In view of the liberty of speech enjoyed in the large towns, 
the cities of Lahore and Amritsar will be exempt, and steps will be taken not to 
interfere with ordinary meetings of a religious character, or electioneering meetings, 
provided that moderate language is used ancl that they are not held for the purpose 
of exciting hatred between communities and the Government. A circular has been 
issued in the Punjab with a view to counteracting the undesirable features of the 
early stages of the non-co-operation programme. District officers are encouraged to 
discuss political matters with the leaders of the rural classes and to take no action 
calculated to alienate their sympathy, and, as regards the educated classes, to 
encourage men (? of) reasonable opinions to influence the extreme politicians in 
pointing out the dangers of the non-co-operation movement. 

5. The latest report from Assam shows deterioration in the situation in that 
province, influenced probably by the judgement in the Kharial case. At the Surma 
Valley Conference great rancour ancl bitterness were shown, the coolie girl involved 
in the case being put on the platform. The non-co-cperation resolution was passed 
unanimously, the majority being in favour of a concerted boycott of schools ancl 
courts ; resolutions were also passed advocating complete non-co-operation with and 
boycott of European merchants and planters, ancl that no welcome should be accorded 
to his Excellency the Viceroy during his visit. Twelve members of local boards ancl 
municipalities have announced resignation of their seats. The Kharial murder case 
attracted wide notice in the Press. Read was charged under section 326, Indian 
Penal Code. The jury returned a unanimous verdict of " N o t guilty." A petition 
was submitted to the Chief Commissioner praying him to appeal against the acquittal. 
The Chief Commissioner, in reviewing the evidence, found genuine room for doubt 
and declined to appeal. I t has been, turned into a racial question and taken up by 
the Amritsa Bazaar Batriha and similar papers. The riot in tea gardens, reported 
in a previous weekly telegram, seems to have involved some 10,000 persons. The 
movement was carefully planned with a view to making an effective demonstration at 
one garden after another. Though advantage was taken of the opportunity to molest 
unpopular members of the garden staff and even to loot traders ' shops, no special 
animosity was indicated against Europeans as such, or against the Government. The 
assault on S.P. was probably not premeditated. The trouble was clue to high prices, 
combined probably with the reduction in amount of overtime earnings due to the 
slump in the tea market. 

6. The Bombay postal strike continues. The Calcutta tramway strike has ended,, 
but the Bombay gas workers and the Calcutta gas workers are both on strike. The 
cities are lighted by candles and acetylene flares. A lightning strike occurred among 
10,000 employees of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company, disorganizing the train 
service temporarily. It was said to be due to the dismissal of certain employees. 
The strike was settled by the agent, the employees promising to return to work, 
receiving strike pay, ancl [putting their claims before the agent, who will consider 
them. 

II . (24th October).—The. most important events of the week have been the visit 
of Gandhi and the Ali brothers to Ali gar h and Lucknow. The former visit has 
caused a serious situation in the Aligarh college ; the students, after some opposition, 
presented an ultimatum to the principal and trustees demanding the resignation of" 
titles and the renunciation of Government grants. Shaukat Ali promised the support 
of one crore rupees from private sources. A reply was demanded by 29th October. 
The principal has called a meeting of the trustees for 27th October and has addressed, 
the parents, summoning them to Aligarh to control the students. The syndicate has 
been holding daily sittings and has announced its determination to uphold the 
principles on which Syed Ahmed based the institution. The-syndicate notified that no
one should address the college students inside the college without the previous written 
permission of the principal, but two outside maulvis preached to the students, 
yesterday without permission. The United Provinces Government has been asked 
for a full appreciation of the situation. Meantime, we have private information that 
the students are beginning to regret the action taken, and parental influence is 
beginning to make itself felt. The latest report states that about 70 parents have 
taken boys home to await the decision of the trustees. Two hundred parents have
-written disapproving of the action of Gandhi, the Ali-brothers ancl the students, and. 



asking that their sons be sent home. The Bhopal State has temporarily withdrawn 
all the Bhopal students. Telegrams and letters have been received from old boys and 
friends from many quarters expressing strong disapproval of the incident. The 
parents passed a resolution urging the trustees to take immediate effective steps 
to exclude outsiders from visiting the college, and the honorary secretary and 
principal urge parents to take immediate charge of the boys to avoid unforeseen 
consequences. 

2. At Lucknow on 15th October Gandhi made a speech in Hindustani before ah 
audience of some forty to fifty thousand. He advised the organization of Hindustan 
into a large lashkar practising discipline. Islam was at stake, and Indians slaves 
under the present Government. But armed resistance was impossible because the 
Hindus, though the possession of swords was not forbidden, had been rendered cowards 
by the Government snatching away arms. Non-co-operation was the only means 
of ending the slavery. The Government was devilish; co-operation with it sinful. 
He condemned the Willoughby murder and said : " When we shall use swords we shall 
warn Europeans, women and children." He denounced recruiting for the Army, 
compared the Government to dacoit, and promised, swaraj within a year if his policy 
were followed. The Local Government report that the masses are unaffected and 
that the meeting was conspicuous for the absence of many leading men. The 
agitators are reported to be worried at the reception of Gandhi in the United 
Provinces. The Lieutenant-Governor will telegraph further on the advisability of a 
prosecution later. 

3. Madras.—Non-co-operation is reported as not making much headway. No 
further resignations of titles have been received. Meetings held in Madras to further the 
programme are not attracting large audiences, and the local leader in an intercepted 
letter to Shaukat Ali asks him to seud Mahomed Ali to help the cause. The 
Committee^ activities are in the direction of threatening opponents with social 
ostracism. 

4. B o m b a y . - W e have received the following information regarding the proceed
ings of the All-India Congress Committee of 2nd October and the Home Rule League 
Meeting of 3rd October. The former was attended by 35 only out of 121 members, of 
whom 28 were from Bombay and Madras. The latter was attended by 61 members 
only out of the All-India total of 6,000. 

Although the All-India Congress Committee accepted Gandhi's interpretation 
and the scope of the Congress resolution passed in Calcutta, the statement issued to 
the Press merely contained instructions based on Ganclhi's report, and the popular 
belief is that the matter is a magnificent triumph for him. The meeting of the All-
India Home Rule League was a stormy one; the main item of discussion was its 
present constitution, which is clearly permissive of unconstitutional and illegal action 
against the creed of the Congress, to which the League is an affiliated body. A 
further clause mentions " (? unlimited) complete" swarajya in accordance with the 
wishes of the people, but restricted to the definition in Article 1 of the Congress 
constitution. A strong suspicion has manifested itself that mental reservation was 
behind this clause, permitting complete independence if necessary. Gandhi had 
a majority of 42 to 19, and declared the proposition carried in spite of a 
strong protest that the constitution required a three-quarters majority. J innah 
and 19 influential members have resigned, and more are expected to follow. The 
general belief was that Jinnah and his party were (? justly) (? over) suspicious, and 
that the feeling against Gandhi will probably be increased through confirmation of 
the suspicion of the opposition by the resolution passed by the Moradabad Provincial 
Congress, which Gandhi attended, recommending modification of Article I of the 
Congress constitution, that the goal of India is attainment of swaraj in accordance 
with the wishes of the people. All-Indian constituencies have nominated candidates, 
although many, especially in Gujarat, wobbled till the last moment; it is left to be 
seen how they will meet the final onslaught of Gandhi, and of the nationalists who are 
organising a final extensive campaign in Gujarat and the Deccan. I t is not expected 
that the votes recorded will be large owing to ignorance and apatly. Gandhi is 
pushing the boycott of the schools zealously in Guj arat, and has met with certain degrees 
of success, at Gujarat and Ahmadabad, but especially at Nadiad, where the local 
municipality has been induced to refuse a grant from Government and a private high 
school has been forced to refuse grant-in-aid.. 

5. B e n g a l . - T h e non-co-operative movement has not made any appreciable 
progress. Gandhi 's attempt to hedge on the question of the boycott of foreign goods 
is calculated to appeal to his Marwari supporters in Calcutta, but not to further the 



cause among the extremist leaders. There are signs of a split among the latter. 
Malaviya's lead referred to in last week's telegram attracted a good deal of attention, 
and found some followers, foremost among whom is I. B. Sen. 

This section of extremists have drawn up schemes for improving sanitation and 
industry in villages, but the details and the exact nature of the policy and extent of 
tbe breach with non-co-operation is not yet clear. There have been a few fresh 
instances of practical non-co-operation such as one or two resignations from Provincial 
Councils, district boards, &c. On the other hand, the Nawab of Dacca has issued a 
declaration condemning non-co-operation and withdrawing his support of the 
movement. The provincial Caliphate committee is organizing propaganda amongst 
the masses. An office has been opened, over 100 volunteers have offered themselves, 
including many released detenus, and Abul Kalam Ayad is to supervise at a salary of 
Rs. 800 a month. A more serious development is the formation of a body of 100 
volunteers professing themselves ready to sacrifice their lives in the cause of the 
community, a scheme avowedly borrowed from Egypt and Ireland, with the object of 
committing overt acts such as cutting telegraph wires and upsetting railway trains. 
Canvassing by J. N. Roy led to the formation of the Raiyats Association, which is 
likely to develop on the economic side with' a view to resisting illegal demands by 
landlords. 

6. United Provinces.—For Gandhi's visit to Aligarh and his Lucknow speech see 
paragraph 1. The provincial conference which met at Moradabad passed a resolution 
in favour of non-co-operation, which is now loudly and almost unanimously advocated 
by the advanced section of the Press. 

The agitation is acute and shows no sign of abatement. A Caliphate lecturer 
has been convicted in PTardoi under sections 124A and 153A, and sentenced to 
three years' imprisonment, and. a second agitator is being prosecuted in the same 
district. The prosecutions are reported to have had a good effect and to be likely to 
check the spread of the agitation in small towns and villages. 
. 7  . Delhi.—The national court referred to last week is now sitting, but is regarded 
as a jes t : cognisable cases are not dealt with. Asaf Ali, a briefless barrister, is 
anxious to be appointed chief judge on Ps . 2,000, but fees will not run to this. The 
cause list shows five or six cases, the subject-matter of all being either divorce or the 
recovery of lost women. The defendant in a civil case appealed to the National 
Court, and a notice was issued to the decree bolder, who laughed and tore it up. 

More serious is the National Volunteer movement. Recruiting for this is brisk 
and parades are held daily in. increasing numbers. 

One hundred cloth dealers of the city, alarmed and annoyed by the fall in the 
exchange, have resolved not to take up any British jorders except at a rate of not 
less than 2s. to the rupee. This movement is causing much dislocation and distress 
for European importing firms. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Proposed Meeting of the Imperial Cabinet.—On 13th October the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies sent the foRowing message from Mr. Lloyd George to the 
Governors-General of Canada, New Zealand, and South Africa, for transmission to 
their Prime Ministers :— 

I have been anxious for some time that we should renew that personal consultation 
between Prime Ministers which was productive of such good results in the last two 
years of the war and at Paris. I fully realize that the British Government, in the 
absence of such consultation and of some machinery for giving it more continuity, 
must inevitably tend to take upon itself the responsibility for settling the many urgent 
questions of foreign policy which arise from day to day and which require immediate 
decision, but which yet often involve consequences by which the whole Empire is 
vitally affected. This I feel to be fair neither to the Dominions nor to the British 
Government. I know also that there are many other matters of common interest, 
which call for consultation and decision. 

I have received from the Prime Minister of Australia a telegram in which similar 
views are expressed, and he urges that a meeting of the Imperial Cabinet should be 
held next year. 



 I 

I would therefore suggest that we should hold a. meeting of the Imperial Cabinet 
not later than June next year on the lines of the Imperial War Cabinet meetings in 
1917-18. At such a meeting we could as far as possible clear the decks of the more, 
urgent problems which will have. accumulated, and we could try to devise some 
practical working method for arriving at a common imperial policy in foreign affairs. 
The composition, agenda, and meeting place of the Constitutional Conference, which 
it was contemplated in 1917 should be held immediately after the war, but which
incline to think could hardly be held with advantage till public opinion in the Empire 
has had time to give somewhat more attention to the whole problem, could also 
be discussed. 

Will you please let me know whether you can attend such a meeting of the 
Imperial Cabinet and whether the approximate, date which I have suggested would be. 
convenient to you ? 

The Postal Congress.—On I9th October the Secretary of State informed the 
Governors-General of Canada, Australia and New Zealand, ancl the Officer adminis
tering the Government of South Africa that the chief United Kingdom delegate at 
the Postal Congress at Madrid had reported that the following resolution had been 
proposed in committee by the Swiss delegate and carried by .17 votes to 16 :— 

Correspondence d deeoiivert and closed mails in transit are inviolable either 
by sea or land. Consequently no country belonging to the Union may subject 
them to censorship or sequestration even in the case of war. The same applies 
to correspondence directly exchanged between two countries by sea ;: granting 
that in case of seizure of a ship having correspondence on board the captor must 
forward such correspondence with the least possible delay. The regulations of 
maritime law as to the violation of blockade are reserved. 

Lord Milner went on to say that all ex-enemy and neutral States on the Committee 
voted for this, together with the United States of America, Portugal, Brazil and 
Jugo-Slavia. Japan and Belgium did no t . vote. The United Kingdom ancl the 
British Dominions, France and French Colonies, the Belgian Congo and the remaining 
allied countries voted against it. The success of the resolution was unexpected, and 
it is understood that there is every chance of its being rejected when it comes' 
before the full Congress. The British representatives at Brussels, Tdkio, Belgrade 
and Lisbon have been instruct eel to inform' the respective Governments of the opposition1 

of His Majesty's Government to the Swiss proposals and to express the hope that they 
will at once instruct their delegates to vote against them. The United Kingdom 
delegates have been instructed to get into touch with the representatives of the 
countries which have not yet voted ancl to endeavour to gain theirs- support. If the' 
above action proves inadequate and there should be any likelihood of the Swiss, 
proposals being adopted, the United. Kingdom delegates have been instructed to make 
it clear that, although we should be loath to break up the Congress, we can under nb
circumstances admit the right of such a body to decide questions affecting belligerents, 
and that His Majesty's Government for their part will be compelled to regard any 
decision reached by the Congress on such matters as null ancl void. It is earnestly 
hoped that the Dominion Governments will instruct their delegates in similar sense. 

In reply to the above the following telegrams have been received :— 
(1) From the Governor-General of' Canada, dated 24th October :— 
My Ministers represent that the following telegraphic instructions were sent on. 

22nd October through the'Secretary for the Post Office, London, to the Canadian, 
delegates at the Conference:—Please transmit to the Canadian delegates, Madrid 
Postal Conference, the following urgent message: The Government of Canada, 
instructs you to vote against the- proposal made by Switzerland that mails.in .transit 
shall be inviolable in case of war, and to take the ground that the Postal Congress 
has no right to decide matters relating to belligerents, and that any decision arrived 
at by the Conference on such matters is null and void in as far as can be ascertained 
Canada is concerned! . .  . 

(2) From the Governor-General of Australia, dated 22nd October :  -
The Australian delegate has been instructed to oppose the resolution affirming 

the inviolability on sea or; land of correspondence a deeouveft and closed mails in 
transit, and also otherVise' to adopt' the same attitude as the Uni ted Kingdom delegates 
in this matter. 
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. (3) From the Governor-General of New Zealand,-, dated 21st O c t o b e r : 
My.Government agree with the attitude of His Majesty's Government towards 

the resolution in question, and the New Zealand delegate has been instructed by
telegraph to confer with the delegates [? of the United Kingdom] and to act strictly 
in concert with them. , 

' CANADA. 

Baaon [B.E.R., xxvii, p . 8 ] . - T h e following message from the Prime Minister of 
Canada, sent through the Governor-General, was received on 17th October :  -

I regret that my telegram of 18th September is not fully answered by your 
telegram of 25th September; also that the recommendations that Canadian bacon, 
should be decontrolled as to distribution, and that the selling price should be agreed 
to month by month by representatives of the Canadian Government and the British 
Ministry of Food, have pot been adopted or even dealt with. I also regret that no 
information is given as to when control will cease. The statement of the Ministry of 
Food that they have always paid higher price for Canadian than for American bacon 
is not correct, as prior to control Canadian bacou was selling on the English market 
at 10s. per cwt. over American. Nevertheless the British Ministry paid a less 
price during the winter 1920 for Canadian than for American bacon, taking into 
consideration the rate of exchange. Our information is that the Ministry of Food has. 
used Canadian bacon for the purpose of disposing of stale American, by selling it with 
American bacon to detract from the Canadian industry. The auestion of the 
Ministry paying less for Danish than Canadian is not relevant, as the Ministry paid 
last winter much less for Canadian than for Danish. During September deliveries of 
hogs have been very low, being 40 per cent, less than during the same month last 
year ; hence prices have been running high. The present shortage and high price are 
largely due to the action of the Ministry last autumn, whereas an arbitrary buying 
price was fixed regardless of the cost of production by the Ministry. Canadian packers 
advise that no offer has been received to buy September bacon and that they have not 
been asked to report their production to the Ministry's office (?) in New York. The 
cost of September production singed Wiltshire bacon is 37 cents at Montreal. I believe 
that the Ministry of Food should pay this price and should authorize its New York 
representative immediately to take up the matter of price for October, November and 
December with the Canadian Government and packers. It is important that immediate 
attention should be given to the whole matter. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been communicated b y 
the Department of External Affairs :— 

(1) The grain yield this year is estimated to amount to approximately 
1,000,000,000 bushels, and the probable aggregate value of the entire agricultural 
production some $3,000,000,000. 

(2) During the seven months ended 31st July, 1,000,000 tons more coal was
produced in Alberta than the output amounted to for the corresponding period last 
year. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Freight Rales [B.E.R., xxvi, p . 9].—On 14th October the Secretary of State replied 
as follows to the Governor-Generars telegram of 8th September :  -

The Pood Controller states that, under the agreement made with the Australasian 
lines, the charter rate for refrigerated space was fixed at 132s. Qd. per 40 cubic feet, 
to hold good for 12 months from 1st March 1919, either party being entitled to review 
the rate on 1st March 1920 on giving three months' previous notice. In December 
1919 the Australasian lines gave notice to review and eventually claimed an increase 
to 150s., basing their case on the general increase in running and other expenses, and 
putting forward, among other figures, statements, duly certified by accountants, of the 
increased cost of operating-vessels on the Australasian route, which showed an average 
increase of 20,176L, or 38 per cent., for the round voyage, in the running expenses of 
a steamer which sailed January 1920 as. against the same steamer in 1919. After an 
exhaustive discussion between the Board of Trade, the Food Ministry, and the 
Australasian lines, a compromise was effected, and it was agreed that the charter rate 
should, be raised to 144s. as from 1st March 1920. As regards non-refrigerated space 



the Shipping Controller has no control over the rates which are fixed by the liner 
conferences. 

Butter [B.E.R., xxviii, p. 1 0 ] . - O n 18th October the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies transmitted the following message from the Food Controller to the Governor-
General in reply to the lattePs telegraphed on 9th October :— 

The Ministry of Food is unable to grant an increase of price in New Zealand 
butter graded over 88 points ; the present offer is closely based on the retail price of 
3s. 4d. per pound. The increase of la, 6cL per point to Australia for butter graded 
91 to 94 points merely ensures for the best quality the price paid for first-grade New 
Zealand; namely, 147,. (280s.). Premiums for butter graded over 90 points were paid 
under the old contracts to Australia. The Ministry agrees that the free storage 
given by factories shall be six weeks only instead of two months aw before. The 
Ministry agrees that the price for whey, dairy and milled butter should be arrived at 
by deducting from the first grade creamery price the same amount per lb. as was 
deducted last season. Concerning a free market, the New Zealand Government will 
appreciate that His Majesty's Government cannot give so far ahead the unqualified 
guarantee required (demanded), but the Food Controller repeats the assurances 
given in preceding telegrams and hopes to be able to make about the end of. January 
a definite announcement of a free market in butter in Great Britain about May or 
June on the same terms for imported butter as for British and Irish. Similar 
treatment for home and overseas butter is impracticable at present as a business 
proposition. In the year 1918 an attempt to collect British butter for distribution by 
the Ministry failed, and the control of British butter was maintained by maximum 
prices only. The Anti-Profiteering Act, which is still in force, applies to British and 
Irish butter. All New Zealand butter offered on the Imperial Government terms 
will be accepted by the Ministry up to the end of December, but the Ministry, will 
not guarantee the acceptance of deliveries after the end of December from any 
producers not formally accepting the Imperial Government terms now for deliveries 
up to the. end of March. 

In a telegram sent in reply to this on 23rd October, Lord Jellicoe reported that 
his Prime Minister had stated that the butter producers referred to in the last 
paragraph of his telegram of 9th October were now almost certain to accept the offer 
of the Imperial Government in conjunction with the remaining butter producers of 
New Zealand ; and the Prime Minister anticipated being able to intimate a definite 
general acceptance of the purchase in the course of a few days. 

. Wool.—The Governor-General telegraphed as follows to the Secretary of State on 
21st October:—While the Government of New Zealand recognizes that the Imperial 
Government bas shown no desire to unduly force its holdings of wool on the market, 
my Prime Minister would be pleased to receive an assurance that the Imperial Govern
ment will hold its stocks firmly and only place them on the market in such quantities 
as would enable them to be absorbed without seriously depressing prices. My 
Government believe that this would steady the position and restore confidence 
throughout the whole industry, and ultimately benefit both the Imperial Government 
and New Zealand, as any further serious decline in crossbred values would be likely 
to have grave and far-reaching consequences. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

League of Nations Assembly.—On 15th October the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General hoping that the South African Govern
ment could arrange to be represented at the Assembly of the League of Nations. 
The Australian delegate would, he said, arrive about 1st November, and it was hoped 
that the Canadian delegation would arrive about the same time. New Zealand would 
be represented by her High Commissioner. 

Enemy Tonnage.—The Officer administering the Government transmitted to the 
. Secretary of State the following message from his Prime Minister on 15th October :— 

The Ministry of Shipping has informed the High Commissioner for South Africa, 
that the Union of South Africa is not expected to make any claims upon enemy 
tonnage which has been handed over since the armistice, in view of the fact that the 
Reparation Commission accept losses in tonnage as the basis for distributing such tonnage 
and South Africa has suffered no such losses. The application of the above principle 



of distribution, t o the Dominions would he/manifestly unfair in view of their sacrifices, 
and the Union Government submit that the division of such tonnage amongst the 
nations of the British Empire should, in addition to (be principle of ton for ton lost, 
have regard also to other considerations such as the vessels captured off the shores of 
the Dominions and detained and interned in the Dominion ports. The Union would 
only waive her claims to the above tonnage if vessels so captured or detained were 
allotted to her. Otherwise she trusts that until it has been decided at the next 
Imperial Conference or earlier the question will remain open. 

The- Orange" Free State " Nationalist Congress.—Reuter's Bloemfontein corre
spondent reported on 19th October that General Hertzog, addressing the Eree 
State Nationalist Congress that clay, had protested strongly against the action of the 
Government in " binding South Africa to its own detriment."' He declared that the 
Ministers were not doing their duty by their people. They had refused to create a 
wool market with Germany and other countries, primarily because they had bound 
themselves to help England-

General de Wet also complained of the lack of harmony between the Government 
and the nation. Referring to the question of 'South African independence, he 
declared, amid applause, if he died next day he should die with the belief that his 
nation would yet cross the Jordan. 

On 21st October, Reuter 's Capetown correspondent telegraphed that the Orange 
Free State Nationalist Congress had that day vigorously protested against the policy 
of state-aided immigration ; and that General Hertzog had expressed his disagreement 
with the whole policy of the Government in connexion with the granting of preference 
for ex-servicemen. 

And on 22hd October the Capetown correspondent further reported that at the 
Free State Nationalist Congress that day General Hertzog had moved the following 
resolutions, which were adopted as a supplement to the principles of the Nationalist 
pa r ty : -

That this Congress, in view of the fundamental principles of the Nationalist 
party, namely, South Africa first, decides to accept the following principles :— 

(1) The Nationalists acknowledge and will safeguard the sovereign will of the 
people of the Union. 

(2) The Nationalists acknowledge the right of the people of the Union to self
determination, t 

(3) The Nationalists acknowledge the right of the people of the Union to secede 
from Great Britain and break any existing bond between, the Union and Great 
Britain.. 

(4) The- Nationalists declare against and will oppose any attempt at a closer 
imperial union, 

(5) As regards republican propaganda the Congress opines that no one may be 
hindered, or prevented from a free expression of his convictions concerning the 
advisability of one form or other of government for the country. 

(6) The Republicans will not attempt to realize that ideal in any but a 
constitutional way.- This Congress considers that no decisive step as regards secession 
should be taken unless a majority of the people legally entitled to vote declare by 
means of a referendum or otherwise in favour of secession. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Wireless Communications [B.E.R., xxviii. p. 12].—In reply to the GovornoFs 
telegram of 12th. October, the Secretary of State informed him on 18th October that 
important questions in connexion with the erection of wireless stations throughout the 
Empire were under consideration, and that decisions were hoped for at an early date. 
He suggested that meantime the Newfoundland Government shoidd not commit 
themselves to anything. 
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MESOPOTAMIA. 

Suggestion for the Appointment, of an American Military Attache.—On 3rd 
November the following telegram [No. 925] was sent to Mr. Scott in Cairo :— 

Please explain to the American.agent that the present military operations in 
Mesopotamia are carried on by a small column with, a strictly limited transport, which 
would render the presence of a foreign military attache unsuitable and involve 
practical inconvenience. Moreover, the High Commissioner in Mesopotamia considers 
that if negotiations pursue their present course they are likely to terminate before the 
foreign officer could arrive. 

In these circumstances we hope that the proposal to send a military attache will 
not be pressed. 

INDIA. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xxix, p. 4].—The Alceroy reported [1246 S.] on 26th 
October that the two officials referred to in his telegram of 15th October, whose 
release had been stipulated as one of the conditions of acceptance of the AmiFs 
invitation, had been handed back at Chaman on that date. 

On the subject of the previous correspondence which had passed between the 
Viceroy and the Amir, the Secretary of State telegraphed [2921] on 29th October to 
the effect that His Majesty's Government agreed with. the proposition that a clear 
statement of the AmiFs attitude towards the Bolsheviks must be a preliminary to the 
resumption of negotiations. Without reliable information on this point it would be 
impossible to decide finally as.to the future policy. The existence of mere friendly 
relations between the Afghans and the Bolsheviks need not impose a barrier against 
our coming to terms with the former; but if it were proved that the Afghans had 
actually come to an agreement with the Bolsheviks, which they did not repudiate, on 
the terms which the evidence in our possession indicated, it would be impossible to 
consider a treaty of friendship, which would involve the renewal of a subsidy to the 
Amir, and a grant of material assistance to the Afghan Government. 

With a view of inducing the Amir to declare himself, the Secretary of State 
suggested that the Viceroy should observe the following procedure. The Amir to be 
informed by letter that His Majesty's Government were quite prepared to negotiate a 
treaty with him and to send their representative to Kabul for the purpose. At the same 
time the Amir should be told of the astonishment with which His Majesty's 
Government had heard that he had recently concluded a treaty with the Bolsheviks 
which could not be considered other than inimical to Great Britain. The terms of this 
treaty, as known from secret sources, were to be enumerated in the letter, and the 
Viceroy was to add that certain stipulations arising from these terms seemed to His 
Majesty's Government so incredible, that they judged it only fair to give the Amir an 
opportunity of repudiating them. This was to be followed by a request that, if the 
Amir had concluded any agreement with the Bolsheviks, he would communicate the 
exact terms to the Viceroy, so as to observe perfect- loyalty between the two 

-Governments. The letter was to conclude with an intimation that, p e n d i n g a 
clearing up of the matter, no useful purpose would be served by sending an envoy to 
Kabul. 

The Viceroy was authorized to address the Amir on the above lines immediately,, 
subject to any further comments he might wish to make. 

On 1st November the Viceroy acknowledged [1266 S.] this telegram, and expressed 
the general concurrence of the Council with the lines laid down by the Secretary of 
State. Owing to uncertainty as to the latest -form of draft agreement, however, 
they were not in a position to confront the Amir with specific clauses. Further, in 
view of the fact that friction between the Afghans and Bolsheviks had developed in 
consequence of the fall of Bokhara, it seemed probable that the Amir would not ratify 



the agreement before farther negotiations with us. In these circumstances the 
Viceroy reported that he had made slight modifications in his letter to the Amir. 
After addressing the. Amir in friendly terms, he explained that a wireless message 
from Hopner, the Bolshevik head in Tashkend, to Suritz, the Bolshevik representative 
in Kabul,-had been received by our installation in Peshawar, in which Suritz was 
congratulated on the establishment of final and mighty relations between the Russian. 
Soviet and the Amir of Afghanistan. The Viceroy added that there was reason 
to believe that certain stipulations had been made by the Bolsheviks, such as the 
location of their consulates at Ghazni and Kandahar, in return for a subsidy. In 
expressing his difficulty to believe that such Bolshevik claims could be founded on 
fact, the Viceroy pointed out that any agreement, designed by the Bolsheviks against 
Great Britain, made between them and Afghanistan, could only be looked on as an 
unfriendly act, which would render impossible the conclusion of a treaty of friendship 
between Great Britain and Afghanistan. Having pointed out the difficulty and 
uncertainty attending t h e position in which he was then placed, the Viceroy asked his 
friend the Amir to deal with him with reciprocal candour and to tell him whether or 
no such an agreement had been arrived at, and if it had, what were its precise terms. 

The Vieeroy's Weekly Reports.—The conclusion of the report for 24th October 
is here given, followed by the weekly report for 30th October :— 

I. (24th. Octooer).—Para. S. The Punjab non-co-operation meeting had little 
success in practice, due rather to reluctance on the part of the people to make a 
personal sacrifice than to any want of hostility to the Government, which is increasing 
and being more openly expressed. 

Meetings were held on Jullundur to prevent Europeans from being entertained 
at the Dussehra horse fair. The trial in Lahore of Zafar Ali Khan caused considerable 
excitement, and witnesses were freely abused ; but on the whole the prosecution had 
a sobering effect. 

Panipat Man (? his), charged under sections 124A and 153A Indian Penal Code, was 
convicted and sentenced to five years' rigorous imprisonment. One of the accused 
threatened the magistrate to look to his own safety. 

The active participation of the dissatisfied section of the Sikh community in the 
extremist political agitation is now a serious feature of the situation; the wearing of 
large kirpans is becoming general; at the Sikh league yesterday at Lahore, the non
co-operation resolution was carried as the only means to attain swaraj ; Gandhi was 
present and also held a long conference with the students of Lahore College. Local 
members of the general council of Anjumani Himayati Islam accepted non-co-operation, 
and resolved to move the Anjuman council to refuse the Government grant, and to 
disaffiliate Islamia College. The Tribune, a Lahore newspaper, condemns the boycott 
of schools and colleges; referring to the failure of a similar movement in connexion 
with the partition of Bengal. 

Malaviya, addressing a mass meeting at Lahore last week, advocated complete 
swaraj as the only remedy, and disagreed with the nou-co-operation programme only 
on two points, the boycott of councils and the withdrawal of children from the schools. 
In keeping, however, with his temperamental absence of backbone he has announced 
his intention of not seeking election to the councils on the grouud that he intends to 
devote his full time and energy towards the attainment of swaraj, endeavouring to 
formulate a programme in full accord with the wishes of the people. 

9. Assam.—Leading Hindus and Mohamedans in Sylhet now express regret that 
the conferences reported last week should have been held, and especially deplore the 
fact that B. C. Pal was allowed to speak. Title-holders agreed to be guided by the 
Government pleader as to whether titles should be renounced ; he has taken a strong 
stand against non-co-operation. In the Assam valley non-co-operation was adopted at 
various, meetings, from which the older leaders were absent, and in. which little 
enthusiasm was aroused. There is no lack of candidates for the councils, only one 
constituency not having nominated one. The tea gardens in Dumduma resumed their 
normal aspect, though the district is still garrisoned by the Assam Rifles. 

10. Central Provinces.—A stormy meeting of the provincial Congress committee 
was held on 3rd October at Nagpur, when the formation of a non-co-operation board 
to introduce a complete scheme of non-co-operation in the province was discussed. 
Threats of resignation were (? made) if anything beyond a boycott of councils were 
approved. At a subsequent meeting on 1.1th October it was resolved that the 
non-co-operation board should be divided into "two sub-committees, one to arrange 



Immediate boycott of councils and the other to deal with the remaining stages of 
non-co-operation after the Nagpur congress. A number of meetings at various 
places in the province were held in support of non-co-operation. There were some 
inflammatory anti-British speeches and considerable outbursts of violent talk. The 
prosecution of a few individuals is under consideration. The opponents of 
non-co-operation were generally shouted clown; the practical manifestations of 
non-co-operation are one resignation from the provincial council, two resignations 
of titles, ancl three of honorary magistracies. The arbitration court is said to have
decided one suitable criminal and one civil case at Jubbulpur. 

11. North-West Frontier Province.—The attempted revival of hijrat in Bannu 
and Dera Ismail Khan districts is showing signs of collapse, 200 already having 
returned of 600 re-sent muhajarin. Non-co-operation is being preached in places, 
bu t has not hitherto received any practical support. 

12. A general appreciation of the industrial situation lias been reported in our 
recent telegrams. The Bombay post office and telegraph 'strike continues, no

. progress having been made towards a settlement. Baptista states that the only 
remedy is for the Government to depute the presidency postmaster ancl himself to 
enquire into the cost of living in Bombay, and to report on the sufficiency of the increase 
of pay already granted. The Bombay gasworkers' strike is unsettled, and the 
tramway strike continues. The Eastern Bengal State Railway employees demanded 
the appointment of a committee to investigate grievances. The Budge-Budge Oil 
Dep6ts have struck work. The Calcutta gasworkers are still out, though a certain 
number of men have returned. The situation in the tea gardens in Northern Bengal 
is serious, and it is feared that a large number of small private gardens will have to 
close clown. There is a partial strike in the locomotive workshops of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway Company at Jhansi, but the railwaymen's association is not in 
sympathy with the strikers. There are indications that the extremist Press, hitherto 
strongly pro-labour, is alarmed by the strike epidemic, and it is more guarded in 
comment, e.g., the Independent suggests that workers should always threaten to 
strike but never strike. - The Press reports serious trouble in Buckingham mills, 
Perambur, Madras. The European weaving master was assaulted, ancl pulled out a 
revolver in self defence; this was snatched from him by the workers, but the weaving 
master escaped. The police were called in ancl a search for the revolver made ; it was 
given up by Wadia, to whom it had been sent. It is understood that a lock-out has 
been enforced at the mi l l ; 700 men are out of work. There have been no further 
signs of violence. There have been two attempts at the derailment of trains, one, on 
the main Madras ancl Southern Mahratta Railway Company's line, being almost 
certainly made by a dismissed gang of men ; one resulted in a serious accident, 13 
being killed and 22 injured,'all Indians. A force of police has been drafted to the 
section to assist in guarding the line, and villages have been warned. 

II . (30l7i October).—Gandhi continued his tour in Punjab, where he has tried to 
kindle excitement among the Sikhs and has attempted Mohamecl Ali's tactics in 
Islamia College, Lahore, ancl Khalsa College, Amritsar. In a speech at Lahore he said 
that it was the duty of his supporters to annihilate the tyrannical Government ancl that 
such a fearful Government had better be wiped out of existence. He referred to the 
bravery of the Sikhs who had shed their blood in different battle-fields for the British 
Government and were requited by the horrors of martial law. He urged them to 
adopt non-co-operation with the Government, especially in the matter of supplying 
recruits for the army. As already reported, non-co-operation has been accepted by the 
Sikh League, ancl the attitude of the Sikhs is distinctly disquieting, but, so far as the 
propaganda of iron-co-operation goes, it has had no effect on recruitment for the army 
or police or on the loyalty of the civil officers of the Government. To the students of 
Lahore ancl Amritsar, Gandhi made seditious speeches urging non-violent non-co
operation as the only means of securing real independence for those who were not able 
to use swords. Great temporary excitement was caused among the students.. His 
action in tampering with them is viewed by the parents and elders with disavowal 
ancl disfavour. The students were encouraged to form a Non-co-operation League ancl 
to defy the authority of their [parents, on the analogy that they would not obey their 
parents if ordered by them to eat beef and pork. But the latest reports from the 
papers indicate that the excitement among the students is dying. The situation iu 
Islamia College is hopeful, and in the D.A.V. College out of 1,024 students only 
24 have so far withdrawn their names. Shan s presence at Lahore had a calming 
influence. About 350 students of Islamia College have signed a protest against non



-co-operation. The college has been closed for 10 days. From a confidential report 
we learn that great pressure was brought to bear on Lala Harkishcn Lai to withdraw 
his candidature for the elections at a private meeting held in Lahore. To the Sikhs 
present Gandhi said he would insist on non-violent methods, but if in spite of his 
-advice the Sikhs intended to take risks they might do so. Lala flarkishen -Lai said 
that Gandhi was taking a great risk upon himself in preaching non-co-operation 
-among the inflammable masses of the Punjab, and he himself would not support the 
programme; but he would not oppose it unless he foresaw mischief resulting. He 
feared the Sikhs might have recourse to violence, and if he saw a likelihood of this 
he should oppose Gandhi. 

The Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab has declared the districts of Lahore, 
Amritsar and Sheikhpura as proclaimed districts under the Seditious Meetings Act, 
as a continuance of public speaking on the present lines in the central areas of the 
Province must lead at no distant date to outbreaks of violence and disorder. A 
communique issued by the Local,Government gives a full and adequate explanation 
of the necessity for this step, which has only been taken after repeated warnings, and 
will be withdrawn as soon as the present violence of speech is abandoned. Public 
meetings held within the municipalities of Lahore and Amritsar will for the present 
be exempted from the provisions of the Act. Religious and election meetings may 
be held without permission. Zafar Ali Khan has been convicted by the district 
magistrate, Lahore, to five years' transportation-; the news created some local sensation, 
the city observing partial hartal. Gandhi left Punjab for Bombay to meet Wedgwood, 
but is still fomenting trouble at Aligarh by writing to the trustees. He hopes for a 
peaceful evolution, of the struggle and that the Government will not restrict liberty ; 
but if the Government wish to suppress peaceful action, he hopes they will issue no 
internment orders as it will not be possible for him to respect any such orders unless 
his personal movements are physically restrained. The letter was written ostensibly 
-on account of the report that the police had been called in to aid the trustees. 
Gandhi offered to attend the meeting to advise the trustees. The honorary secretary 
at once replied denying that any special or Government aid was being invoked, 
declining to invite Gandhi to meet the trustees, and stating their adherence to the old 
established policy. During the week there was great excitement in both camps, 
parents, trustees and old boys arriving at Aligarh. The establishment of a national 
educational institution with Mahomed Ali as principal and Abul Kalam Azad head 
of the religious instruction has been put forward by Mahomed Ali's party. The 
trustees held a meeting on 27th October; 62 trustees, including those of Hyderabad 
-and the Punjab, were present. The traditional policy of the college was strongly 
supported by an overwhelming majority. The proposal of Shaukat Ali and eight 
other trustees to renounce the Government grant and the University charter and to 
disaffiliate the college from the University of Allahabad was rejected. The action 
of Shaukat Ali interfering with the college discipline by inducing the students to 
adopt non-co-operation was disapproved: the measures taken by the principal and 
and syndicate were approved. A message of support and encouragement was received 
from many trustees unable to attend and from old boys, parents and other Well
wishers of the college. I t remains to be seen what action the students will take on 
the decision of. the trustees, but the Local Government has considerable hopes that 
the majority will settle down, their first enthusiasm being dispelled. We think it is 
possible that Gandhi's efforts to influence the students will bring great discredit on. 
the whole of his mischievous campaign. 

In Bombay Gandhi is now urging the students to form a Students' Non
Oo-operatlon Association and to withdraw from Government-owned or aided 
institutions. 

At a meeting of the Western Iudia Liberal Association, Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, 
Mr. K. Natarajan, and Sir Dinshaw Wacha condemned the non-co-operation movement, 
the last speaker calling it political suicide. In Madras, the district conference at 
Vizagapatam rejected the non-co-operation resolution by a large majority. 

Last week's telegram contained no detailed report from Bihar and Orissa. It is 
as follows:—The non-co-operation movement agitation is being vigorously prosecuted 
in some districts, but so far with little success. Sporadic attempts have been made 
to found arbitrationtribunals and induce people to bring grievances before them, but 
without success. The efforts which have been made to induce villagers to refrain 
from voting may have some success owing to the ignorance of the villagers. Attempts 
are being made to enlist the support of students in colleges and schools and to 
-organize bands of volunteer workers, but with little success. Political activity has 
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increased somewhat. Counter manifestoes have been published by the moderates; 
and both in Gya and Patna respectable men are strongly opposing non-co-operation 
in all forms. The Congress sub-committee, consisting of Gandhi, Patel, Kelkar, 
Rangasirami, Iyengar, have published a report on the draft constitution of Congress 
for public criticism. The main change in Article 1, stating that the object of the 
Congress is the attainment of self-government by the people of India by all peaceful and 
legitimate means, omitting constitutional. To make the Congress representative and 
deliberative, they propose that the district should be the unit for returning delegates 
in proportion to the number of inhabitants, one lakh of population being entitled 
to one delegate. Congress provinces are being re-arranged on a linguistic basis, 
numbering 15. Each provincial committee may elect as many delegates to Congress as 
the number of the All-India Congress committee members allotted to it. The' abolition 
of the subject committee is proposed and the reduction of the members of the All-India 
Congress committee to 100 as a sub-committee for the session. The chairman of 
the reception committee is not to speak for more than 15 minutes, and the president 
not more than 45. 

There are no developments of importance to report as regards industrial unrest, 
the chief interest in this connexion being centred in the All-India Trade Union 
Congress, at which Lajpat Rai will preside. 

We have no fresh news from Bombay, but that Presidency and the Punjab are 
the two areas which cause the chief anxiety. In Delhi, the volunteer movement is 
developing. In Bengal, the financial proposals of the (? Jail-Joint) Committee are 
exercising moderates, .and extremists also, bnt the export of wheat continues to be 
a,subject of some comment. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Proposed Meeting of the Imperial Cabinet.—The following replies to the telegram 
sent to the Dominion Governments by the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 
13th October [B.E.R., xxix, p. 8] have been received : — 

1. From the Governor-General of Canada :— 
With reference to your telegram of 13th October I quite agree with you that it 

is desirable that a meeting of what has been called the Imperial War Cabinet should 
be held during the coming1 year. The most suitable time for the meeting would 
probably be the month of June. I t is.my purpose to attend if the meeting is called. 
I would urge that the agenda should be prepared with such precision and in such 
time that not more than two weeks or thereabouts, should be required for our 
discussions. It is considered here that t h e W e m ^ c o u T  O 
results during the coming year. 

2. From the Governor-General of New Zealand: — 
With reference to your cypher telegram of 13th October, I am asked, by my Prime 

Minister to say for the information of Mr. Ployd George that, owing to the fear that 
at any time an industrial upheaval may occur, Mr. Massey thinks at present that it 
will be almost impossible for him to leave New Zealand during next year. The 
Attorney-General (Sir Francis Bell.) proposes to visit England early next year, and it 
could no doubt be arranged for him to act. The Prime Minister considers that he 
is well qualified capably to represent New Zealand either at the Imperial Conference, 
if held, or at meetings of the Imperial Cabinet. Sir James Allen is also fully 
qualified in this respect; there should therefore be no difficulty so far as the 
representation of this Dominion is concerned. The Prime Minister will be better able 
to judge later on of the position and will definitely advise me then. 

3. From the Officer Administering the Government of South Africa:— 
With reference to your telegram of 13th October, General Smuts requests that 

Mr. Lloyd George may be informed that if the Prime MinisteFs conference is held in 
the latter part of June 1921 he hopes to be able to attend. The^Union Parliament will 

- sit probably until the end of. May, and if the conference should be held before the 
middle of June it would be difficult for him to attend. 



On 2nd November the following telegram was sent by the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies to the Governor of Newfoundland :— 

Please inform your Prime Minister that a meeting of the Imperial Cabinet is 
being arranged by Mr. Lloyd George for about the middle of June 1921, and that he 
hopes that it will be convenient for your Prime Minister to attend. 

Postal Congress [B.E.R, xxix, p. 9 ] . - O n 27th October the Officer administering 
the Government of South Africa reported to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
that the Union Delegation had been instructed by the Government to support the 
United Kingdom Delegation when the Committee's recommendation came before the 
Congress for a final decision. 

On 29th October the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to the 
Governors-General of Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, and to the Officer 
administering the Government of South Africa, informing each that similar 
instructions to those of his own Government had been sent to the delegates of the 
other Dominions, and that the Committee had agreed on 22nd October that the Swiss 
proposal should be withdrawn in Committee. This had been done; but it was 
possible that the matter might be brought up again in plenary congress by the 
South American delegates. 

CANADA. 

Bacon [B.E.R., xxix, p.. 10].—On 26th October the following message from his 
Acting Prime Minister was sent by the Governor-General of Canada to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies for Mr. Lloyd George :—My cypher telegram of 17th October 
has not yet been acknowledged. Navigation closes at Montreal in about three weeks. 
It is important to have the bacon shipped before that date, otherwise there will be a 
\os^A^^r^h^M^'ec^ied any offer at all for the October and September 
bacon, although they have been informed that an offer has been made. An urgent 
reply is desired in order to avoid further depression on the live stock market, and a 
heavy loss to packers. 

On the same day, but before the receipt of the above telegram, the Secretary of 
State telegraphed the following message to the Governor-General for transmission to 
his Prime Minister, being a reply to the latter's telegram of 17th October :— 

My telegram of 25th September [B.E.R., xxvii, p. S] stated that the general 
decontrol of Canadian bacon was thought quite impossible at the present time. ' At 
the original conference between the Food Controller and myself the Canadian 
packers 'agents suggested the decontrol of distribution and importation subject to a 
maximum price. They definitely stated that the Canadian packers were quite 
satisfied with the prices hitherto paid and then existing. I requested the Food 
Controller to try to make arrangements on' the lines suggested by the agents. The 
'Food Controller, after further conferences with the agents, offered to accept the 
distribution scheme subject to some alterations and supervision by the Ministry, 
provided that the agents would import and sell at the then existing maximum prices, 
with which they had previously expressed satisfaction. The Food Controller would 
only consent to the agents' distribution scheme provided that importation at the 
existing maximum prices could be undertaken by the agents. So long as the 
Ministry is paying a subsidised price the Food Controller is bound to maintain the 
existing system of distribution, which is entirely a domestic concern of this country 
and is supported by the whole trade. The agents then stated for the first time that 
the)'' must have a higher maximum price. The Food Controller could not concede 
this owing to the general levelling up of prices which would be involved. Conse
quently the compromise'broke down, but as an alternative the Food Controller 
made on 9th September, through the Canadian representatives, Messrs Mills 
and Thomson, the offer set out in my cable of 25th September to pay for the 
September putdown 35 cents per lb. f.a.s. ordinary stowage, 31 cents per lb. 
refrigerated stowage. I t is therefore quite incorrect to say that no offer has been made 
by the Ministry to purchase the September putdown. Owing to the labour situation 
in this country the Government cannot make any present statement as to the cessation 
of control. The statement that the Ministry have always paid a higher price for 
Canadian than for American bacon is absolutely correct. The net average price for 
Canadian bacon per cwt. throughout the entire period of the Ministry's purchases sine 



August 1919 has been 3 cents per lb. over American Wiltshire after allowing for all 
premiums on exchange, which is 6s. per cwt. more than the maximum differential 
(10s. per cwt.) ever obtained under free trade. As regards Danish, the Ministry last 
winter paid for one small lot of 200 tons of Danish bacon more than it was paying 
at the same time for Canadian in order to restore export from Denmark, which had 
entirely ceased daring the war. As soon as the Danish, factories started, the working
price was at once reduced, and has since always been below the price paid for 
Canadian, although the former is a superior article purchased on more favourable 
terms. The price fixed by the Ministry for Canadian bacon last autumn was not 
arbitrary, but was agreed with the producers on the basis of a differential over price 
of American hogs. As previously stated, the Food Controller is extremely anxious to 
keep up the supply of Canadian bacon. He realizes, however, that merely paying a 
large sum for one month's putdown of bacon already made will not help the hog 
industry. He is therefore prepared to co-operate with the Canadian Government 
in making arrangements which, will secure a future supply both of hogs and 
bacon. In these circumstances the Food Controller will pay immediately 35 cents 
per lb. f.a.s. for the September putdown, and will agree to pay such further 
amount up to 37 cents as is proved by independent costings investigation into the 
September workings. Further; the Food Controller will pay for the October and 
succeeding months' putdown so long as the Ministry controls the prices of Canadian 
bacon on the original sliding scale already established with the Canadian packers 
based on a 5 cents differential above the average price of Chicago hogs. Both these 
offers are conditional on the Canadian Government, who are also interested in the bacon 
industry, or the packers guaranteeing farmers the same differential for at least 
12 months from the present date, should the Ministry cease buying in the meantime, 
so that they will be able to breed hogs now with an assurance of favourable prices 
when they are marketed. As the Canadian Government contend that the Ministry's 
buying induces a lower price for Canadian bacon ancl hogs, the guarantee should be 
purely formal when the control ceases. If the Canadian Government are not prepared 
to co-operate, the Ministry can only regard the question as a purely trading" matter, 
and will continue to, offer monthly what they consider a reasonable price having 
regard to world conditions. This price for the September putdown, as already stated, 
would be 35 cents. In the meantime, on the assumption that the Canadian Govern
ment will co-operate, the Ministry are approaching the Treasury for authority for 
the necessary subsidy and are increasing bacon prices to the highest figure which 
they can j ustify in the interests of the consumer. The quality of Canadian bacon has 
recently been so unsatisfactory that in any event the Ministry must insist that any
future, contract shall contain terms that the packers will pay all claims assessed by an 
impartial trading body in this country for depreciation of standard cut, trim, and 
cure, and that all sides under 45 lbs. or over 90 lbs. must be shipped as seconds. 

In reply to this, the Governor-General, on 1st November, telegraphed to the 
Secretary of State that his Ministers stated that, in. regard particularly to that portion of 
the telegram relating to the proposed plan in which the Government of Canada would 
be. financially interested, his suggestion would be fully considered, but that some time 
must elapse before a definite answer could he given. In the meantime, and in order 
to. relieve pressure, they agreed to accept 35 cents for the September production with 
a. further amount up to 37 cents if they could prove higher cost, and they would 
accept 35: cents- for the October production both f.a.s. Montreal. The Minister 
of Trade and Commerce suggested that the British. New York office should be 
authorized without delay to give effect to these arrangements for September and 
October, ancl to open negotiations for the purchase of production during November 
and the following months. 

On 5th November the Secretary of State telegraphed1 as follows to the Governor-
General in regard to his telegram of 1st November : - -

The Food Controller made it quite clear that his revised offers for September and 
October and the. succeeding months' bacon were both conditional on the Canadian 
Government continuing the guarantee therein set out, and that unless the Canadian 
Government, was prepared to co-operate he could only regard the question as a purely 
trading matter, and would continue to offer monthly what he considered a reasonable 
price having regard to world conditions. No variation in these terms can be mads. 
If. the Canadian Government agree to the Food Controller^ suggestions payment will 
be made accordingly, otherwise the price to be paid for the September jjutdown will be 
35. cents per lb. The Ministry consider 35 cents for the October putdown' too high 



having regard to hog prices that month. Unless, therefore, the Canadian Government 
agree/ the Food Controller^ scheme,price offered for the October putdown is 34 cents. 
In any event the October bacon will only be accepted subject to compliance with the 
technical conditions cabled by the Ministry to the New York Mission, who will, on 
application, supply all concerned with details. The conditions applicable to 
September bacon are the same as in the case of the July and August shipment. The 
Ministry have informed the Mission that the Canadian.. packers are at liberty to ship 
the September putdown, subject to the settlement of price, on the clear understanding 
that the price will be only 35cents per lb. unless the Canadian Government accepts the 
Food Controller^ scheme. They are cabling New York that the October bacon also 
may be shipped on the clear understanding that the price-will be only 34 cents per lb. 
insimilar circumstances. If the scheme should be subsequently accepted, prices can be 
adjusted in accordance with the offer contained in my telegram of 26th October. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs :  

(1) "P roh ib i t ion" has been maintained by large majorities in Nova Scotia, 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, and an Order in Council will be,passed by the 
Dominion authorities forbidding the importation of intoxicating liquors into these 
provinces. British Columbia declared against "Proh ib i t ion" and in favour of 
Government control and sale by a majority of 30,000. 

(2) Mr. F . W. Gray, a mining expert, states that Canada has enough coal for all 
present and prospective future needs. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Butter [B.E.R., xxix, p. 11].—On 5th November the Governor-General of New 
Zealand reported to the Secretary of State for the Colonies that his Prime Minister 
advised him that he had now received from all the butter producers of New Zealand 
an acceptance of the Imperial Governments conditions of purchase for creamery 
milled dairy and whey butter manufactured by them. Mr. Massey stated that the 
rate of storage charged by the owners of the cool stores were, owing to well-known 
conditions regarding the cost of coal, labour, &o, higher than those current under 
the previous- butter contracts, and he suggested that the producers should, after the 
expiry of the six weeks' free storage allowed, for, be reimbursed the actual storage 
incurred provided the rates did not exceed those current on 1st August 1920. It was 
also desired that the small trade for butter existing between New Zealand and 
Honolulu, the West Indies, Caledonia, &o, should be continued, and the Prime Minister 
requested that permission should be given for free shipment up to a total of 100 tons 
for the season. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxix, p. 1.1].—The Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed 
to the Governor-General of New Zealand on 5th November as follows :— 

Your telegram of 21st October has had the most careful and sympathetic 
consideration from the Minister of Munitions. The Ministry has up to the present 
held stocks of New Zealand wool very firmly, recognizing that the current prices, 
especially of coarse crossbred wool, must be very near the cost of production and that 
a very grave consequence might result if any further serious decline took place. It 
is the intention of the Minister of Munitions so far as possible to handle the Govern
ment's stocks of wool in such a manner as not to cause injury to the legitimate 
interests of wool growers. His Majesty's Government cannot, however, give an 
unconditional assurance that the selling prices of the stock held by them will be 
permanently maintained at about the present level. The possibility of this must 
depend to some extent upon the action of the New Zealand woolgrowers, and the 
movement of prices of similar wool in foreign countries could not be altogether 
disregarded. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Enemy Tonnage [B.E.R., xxix, p. 1 1 ] . - O n 2nd November the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies telegraphed to the Officer administering the Government of South 
Africa with reference to his telegram of 15th October, instructing him to inform his 
Prime Minister that the Shipping Controller, whom Lord Milner had consulted, stated 
that he had communicated further with the High Commissioner, and that in the case 
of the Union the proposed partition of enemy tonnage, surrendered in accordance with 
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the provisions of the Armistice or of the Peace Treaties, would be regarded as entirely 
without prejudice to the final disposal of tonnage captured, seized or detained during 
the war by constituent parts of the Empire, and that the acceptance of the proposed 
principle would not be construed as affecting any claim upon ex-enemy vessels which 
were-not subject to the authority of the Reparation Commission which the Union, 
might wish to make. 

A United South African Party.—ReuteFs agent telegraphed as follows from 
Bloemfontein on 27th October:— 

A great speech by General Smuts, the Prime Minister, marked the opening of 
the congress of the South African, party, which assembled here to-day to consider one 
big question, viz., the formation of a new party out of all sections of the South African 
people in. support of the constitution and against the Nationalist policy of secession. 

General Smuts, who was given an ovation, said the country must either move 
forward or backward. The position was, that the Nationalists had become a 
republican party, whose chief aim was to secede from the British Commonwealth. 
They still talked of acting constitutionally, but how long would they be satisfied in 
their headlong course with that position ? Their ideas of what was constitutional 
were very elastic. 

Hereeniging reunion had failed, continued the speaker, because the Nationalists 
insisted upon independence; hence to-day the Nationalists' motto is " South Africa a 
republic," while our motto is " South Africa a. nation." We are really the national 
party of South Africa, and they have become a republican party. The Prime Minister 
proceeded to quote from speeches by Generals Botha, Steyn and Hertzog showing the 
great common spirit there was at the time of the union. Who had wandered away 
since then? he asked. He emphasized that there had been no interference by 
England, and that South Africa had grown to a higher status which secession must 
destroy, quite apart from separating the white races. The tendency of the Nationalists 
was to create a new and more dangerous " uitlander " question. A house divided 
against itself could not stand. 

General Smuts made a vehement, earnest appeal urging the necessity of a strong 
government party on non-racial lines to guide South Africa through the present critical 
t imes; South Africa was threatened on the one hand by a strong party working 
deliberately for political revolution, and on the other by a smaller but growing party 
straining for a social and economic revolution, and behind them was the spectre of 
Bolshevism, which made even1 Labourites nervous. And the natives meantime, 
observing all this, had begun to talk of their African republic. Consequently, 
looking to the great future within';South Africa's reach, she was now making a last 
attempt to form a new united party of all moderate citizens, of whatever race or party, 
to form a strong government. He did not demand too much from anyone, no 
dissolution or extinction of the South African party, but reorganization and expansion, 
the opening of the door for others. The details could be threshed out later. 
Thousands of moderate people, General Smuts continued, were waiting to join such a 
party, and so were thousands of other parties,.and he doubted whether the moderate 
Nationalists would long remain aloof. In the meanwhile, he anticipated that many 
Unionists would join it. No, he declared, the coalition bogey will not frighten us. 
He would bid all welcome. 

In a brilliant peroration the Prime Minister said the narrower reunion had failed in 
order to make way for a larger reunion. This larger reunion was based, firstly, on 
the principles of co-operation of the South African party ; secondly, along the lines of 
his own appeal, to all parties sitting in Parliament; and lastly on Mr. Malan's 
resolutions at the Hereeniging congress. 

By the path of peace, peaceful development and co-operation, and not by the path 
of division and violence, he concluded, we seek to create a true South African 
nation. 

The Prime Minister resumed his seat amid loud applause, and his speech was 
frequently punctuated by cheers. 

The Prime Minister later moved a resolution embodying the principles of his 
speech and asking the congress to appeal to all agreeing with such principles to join 
in such an expanded South African party. 

The ex-Nationalist leader. Professor Eremantle, sent the following telegram, 
which was greeted with loud cheers : — 

Hearty greetings. Thousands of Nationalists who desire to respect both 
sections of the population and maintain complete freedom without secession and 
build up a great nation extend to you the hand of friendship. 



Mr. Burton, the Minister of Finance, iu an eloquent speech in English, strongly
supported General Smuts and revealed the fact that only the state of his health had 
prevented, the late General Botha from making the same appeal as General Smuts had 
j u s t made. Amid great cheering he affirmed that if they must fall let them fall in 
this cause with honour. But he declared they would not fall. Mr. Malan, Minister 
of Agriculture, aroused loud cheering by a speech denouncing the purely racialist 
policy of the nationalists. Delegates from the body of the hall welcomed the speeches 
of the Ministers and made helpful suggestions for the success of the proposed new 
party. Others emphasized the fact that General Botha's co-operation policy of 1914 
s t i i rheld sway. There were appeals for better organization, and Mr. Nicolas de 
Wet, father of the Minister of Justice, in paying a tribute to the British, said they had 
as good men as their Dutch brothers, and there were portfolios which must be filled 
(laughter and applause). 

Sir Thomas Waft, Minister of the Interior, quoted the late Cecil Rhodes as saying 
that the English could not govern the country without the Dutch. Sir Thomas said 
to the Nationalists : You cannot govern the country without the goodwill and interest 
of the English (loud cheers). There was a dramatic moment when Commandant 
Opperman displayed a hat he wore in the Boer war which had been riddled with 
British bullets, and appealed to all to keep their word of honour given to the 
Constitution. 

Mr. C. F. Stallard enthusiastically supported General Smuts, pointing out that 
after the recent happenings in connexion with the natives, the white races should 
stand together and not haggle over the question of a republic. 

Throughout the afternoon other speakers supported General Smuts' resolution 
in enthusiastic addresses. The resolution was carried unanimously amid great 
cheering. 

Telegraphing again on 2nd November, ReuteFs Bloemfontein agent reported as 
follows:— 

At the momentous congress of the Unionist-party which is being held to consider 
General Smuts' appeal for the formation of a moderate party on non-racial lines, the 
leaders made a strong appeal to the delegates to support General Smuts. Sir Thomas 
Smartt moved the following resolution :— 

Recognizing that the disruptive influences in South Africa have become a 
growing menace to the maintenance of the Constitution and to the peace, 
progress and development of the country, this congress welcomes the Prime. 
MinisteFs appeal to unite to combat these influences ; and, recognizing the 
necessity for a strong party to maintain the fundamental principles of the Act 
of Union, this congress authorizes the leader, with the party executive, after 
full consideration of the situation, to take the steps best calculated to secure 
this end. 
Sir Thomas Smartt was strongly supported by Sir Percy Fitzpatrick and by 

Messrs. J. W. Jagger and Patrick Duncan, members of the Legislative Assembly. 
Sir Thomas Smartt's speech is regarded as being probably the best in the Unionist 
leadeFs long and distinguished career. He emphasized the fact that there had been 
no arrangement whatsoever in advance with the South African Party. Amid loud 
cheers the speaker paid a tribute to the splendid stand made by the South African 
party at the Hereeniging congress. A new situation, he proceeded, had developed, 
and the Nationalist party's menace to the Constitution outweighed all minor con
sideration. (Cheers.) Unionists would be prepared to sacrifice mere party interests 
for the real interests of the State. They had been justified in trusting General Botha 
implicitly. (Loud cheers.) When the interests of the State were endangered it was 
the duty of all to rally, together, irrespective of the old political sortings, and maintain 
the Constitution. (Cheers.) Therefore, he cordially commended General Smuts' 
appeal. (Loud and prolonged cheering.) 

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, with his old fire and vigour, vehemently declared that 
General Hertzog's latest attitude was that, if the people who supported the Constitution 
were in a minority of one, then they should have no say and no rights. That attitude 
was a declaration of civil war. (Loud Cheers.) The speaker did not call General 
Hertzog's followers Nationalists or even the Republican party, but the Civil War 
party. (Loud and prolonged cheers.) To-day they had to get a clear statement from 
the country as to whether the people would resist civil war or not. (Applause.) He 
-concluded by strongly advocating union with the South African party. 

Sir Percy was given a splendid reception. 



Mr. Patrick Duncan was warmly cheered when he made an eloquent plea to his 
hearers to support the adoption of General Smuts ' appeal and so work for the 
maintenance of the Constitution and the preservation of racial unity. Such a policy,, 
he said, would make for the fullest development of South Africa," for the benefit of 
both races. (Applause.) In conclusion, Mr. Duncan urged the congress not to 
desert the Constitution for a chimerical independence. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. J . W . Jagger, in an intensely practical speech, urged all to go into the new 
party wholeheartedly so that they would make their weight felt and get the maximum 
voting power. 

Many speakers from the body of the hall enthusiastically supported the resolution 
on the ground that if the Unionist party were to be broken up, as was most likely, 
then they should turn their hearts to their South African party friends. 

The vast body of popular opinion in the congress may be summed up in the 
following phrase of Mr, Blackwell, a former member of the House of Assembly : We 
are breaking up the Unionist party to-day to save the country from civil war to
morrow. Mr. R. W. Close, a well-known advocate, hit another general sentiment 
when, he said that they were not considering any question of party, but the great 
interests of the country. 

Finally, the congress unanimously adopted a resolution in favour of uniting with, 
the South African party. 

General Hertzog on the Future of the South African Party.—Reuter's agent 
telegraphed as follows from Smithfield on 30th October:—General Hertzog, the 
Nationalist leader, was warmly welcomed here to-day on the occasiomof his visit to 
his constituency. 

Addressing a crowded meeting, he affirmed that the Nationalists were acting 
within their constitutional rights, while the South African party might be described 
as the "s laap on sus " or "sloop and soothe" party. The Nationalists took up the 
standpoint of independence and therefore also of secession from Great Britain, if 
required, as a worthy popular ideal. 

Referring to the South African party congress, General Hertzog predicted that 
it meant coalition with the Unionists and that the South African party would only 
remain in name. Indeed, in a few years time, in his opinion, it would mean 
unification. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Wireless.Communications [B.E.R.:, xxxix, p . 12].—The following telegram from 
the Governor of Newfoundland was received by the Secretary of State on 31st 
October:— 

With reference to your telegram of 18th October a long letter from my Ministers 
and a somewdiat blunt letter from Mr. Coaker have been received by me, in which they 
ask to be informed in what way the Imperial Governments policy could be affected 
by the proposed agreement with Marconi, the main point of which is given in my 
telegram of 12th October and in a despatchwhich I sent you on 26th October. The letter 
explains that Ministers desire to secure additional means of communication with the 
United Kingdom and the neighbouring continent and the benefit which should accrue 
from Government control of such services. At the present time there is but one 
channel of cable communication, viz., by the Anglo-American Telegraph Company, 
from which practically no revenue is got by this Government. 

My Ministers have kept in mind the desire of His Majesty's Government in 
relation to retaining as far as possible freedom of action in making wireless 
agreements, and they urge that the proposed contract, limited in scope, is merely 
intended to meet present conditions. 

My Ministers further ask whether it is true that Plis Majesty's Government have 
purchased the cable of the Direct Cable Company, and, if so, what privileges, and on 
what terms, His Majesty's Government could offer to the Government of Newfoundland 
in respect of commercial business with the United Kingdom and the neighbouring 
continent in relation to the use of the said cable. 

I suggest that there is no objection, provided that I obtain a promise of delay in 
the other matters, to arranging at once for the new direction finding a station at 
Signal Hill. 
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General Labour Situation.—The following paragraphs are taken from the Report 
of the Ministry of Labour.for the week ending 20th November:—-

The week under review has been notable, from the point of view of the general 
public, as containing the second anniversary of the armistice. Attention has been 
concentrated to a considerable extent upon the ceremonies that have taken place in 
connexion with that anniversary; and consequently there are no new developments 
of importance to report with regard to the labour situation. 

Apart altogether from what may be described as the more permanent effects of 
the coal strike in reducing reserves of coal, and in affecting foreign commerce, many 
trades are still suffering from its immediate results, in the unemployment or reduced 
employment of large numbers of workpeople. The resumption of work in the coal 
mines, however, has been attended by remarkably little, friction, and the only industrial 
trouble arising out of the strike, in the other occupations affected, has been among 
tramway workers in Lancashire and the Potteries. Here the trouble has arisen out 
of the question of the reinstatement of the guaranteed 48-hour week. Similar trouble 
on the railways has been obviated by. the fact that the guaranteed week was not 
suspended. 

The most important event of the near future is perhaps the full congress of the 
International Federation of Trade Unions, which is to ' meet in London on the 
22ncl November. This congress is of interest for two reasons. The choice of London 
as the meeting place is an event of some significance, in view of the fact that the 
English trade union movement, as a whole, has shown itself in the last year somewhat 
indifferent to the policy and aspirations of the officials at the headquarters of the 
Federation, particularly with regard to.the boycott of Hungary. Secondly, the agenda 
before the congress is ambitious, and deals with practical international problems of 
considerable difficulty, and of supreme importance. The congress will therefore afford 
some test as to the value of the International Federation as an effective organization of 
workers. A. third matter is of some interest, namely, the question at issue between 
the Trades Onion congress and the General Federation of Trades Unions, as to the 
claim of the former to the sole right of representing the English trade union 
movement on the international body.. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

The Sultan and the Settlement.—Lord Allenby reported on 13th November [No. 
1089] that he had had an audience with the Sultan, whom he informed that His 
Majesty's Government would invite a nominated delegation to discuss the details of 
their policy, when this had been decided. The Sultan expressed his pleasure at this 
information. He went on to say that Zagbluls influence was becoming weaker-, and 
that a feeling was growing against the surrender of British control. The fear that 
Lord Milner had accepted all of Zaghluls demands had caused general alarm. 

The Sultan contemplated making a tour of Egypt during the winter, and he, 
Lord Allenby, had approved the idea. His recent visit to Daman-hur was a great 
success, and his popularity had of late greatly increased. 

PALESTINE. 

The Settlement of Boundaries.—On 10th November Sir Herbert Samuel reported 
[No. 363] the passing of a resolution which had been submitted to the Advisory 
Council without his knowledge, but which he hastened to forward with the assurance 
that in it Palestine spoke with one voice. The resolution was to the effect that to 
assure tlie economic future of the country the waters of the Litani and the eastern 



tributaries of the Jordan should be included within the northern and north-eastern, 
boundaries of Palestine.. This resolution was initiated by Ismail Bey, a prominent 
Moslem, and Suleiman Bey Nassif, a Christiau, and was supported by Jewish members 
and others representing various interests in Palestine ; whilst the Council as a whole 
had requested that if should be submitted to His Majesty's Government without delay, 
in the name of the country, its people, and. its interests. 

INDIA. 

The Frontier Situation [B.E.R., xxviii, p. 4],—Telegraphing [No. 281] on 12th' 
November, the Viceroy reported that the Wana Waziris had failed to attend the jirga 
on the 10th November to which they had been summoned. Moreover, Waziri raiding 
parties, encouraged apparently by the Afghan Iiaji Abbas Razak, had recently been 
very active. Consequently, operations had been ordered to begin on 12th November, 
and would be carried out in two phases, of which the second would include the 
advance on, and occupation of, Wana. During the operations every opportunity would 
be given to the Wana Waziris to accept our terms. 

On 16th November the Viceroy reported [No. 370] that the column formed to 
advance on Wana had proceeded with no opposition beyond sniping as far as Haidari 
Each, where it halted on the 15th for two days for road construction. The local Mahsuds 
were exhibiting a very friendly attitude and were furnishing information about the 
AVaziris which was full and accurate. 

On 19th November the Wana column was reported as having reached Sarwakai 
the previous day. There had only been slight sniping, and no casualties had 
occurred. 

The Viceroy s Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on 8th and 
14th November:— 

I. (8th November).—The non-co-operation movement is not gaining many practical 
adherents, and the attempt to seduce schoolboys at Aligarh, Lahore, and Amritsar is 
condemned by the great body of the public, especially parents, who realize the serious 
consequences. Gandhi, however, although defeated in the first round, will not give 
up the fight, and as he is criticized for attacking Sikh and Mohamedan institutions 
first, is said to be about to tackle Benares and Allahabad. The constant tours of 
Gandhi and the Ali brothers, and the unceasing stream of virulent attacks on the. 
Government in the press and on the platform, sustain an atmosphere of permanent 
excitement, creating a strong anti-Government feeling of a dangerous character 
among the masses, and familiarizing them with the idea of the extremist politicians as 
to complete swaraj and independence of Great Britain. As advised by the Bombay 
Government, we do not contemplate prosecution in the single case of the Central 
Caliphate Committee or of the executive leaders of the non-co-operation movement, as 
that has been nominally endorsed by congress, and any general prosecution would be 
likely to consolidate against the Government many shades of political opinion, and 
would hinder the natural development of disruptive forces now manifesting themselves 
among the extremists. In many quarters there is a strong feeling against Gandhis 
vagaries, but. it is not yet well organized. The opinion is still held by some that the 
movement will kill itself by its own folly and violence. A vigorous stand has been 
taken against it in every province, and there are signs of an organized opposition in 
Bihar, the United Provinces, Bombay and Bengal. Our policy, therefore, will 
continue on existing lines. We are about to issue a resolution explaining the policy 
hitherto adopted, i.e., non-interference as far as is compatible with the public safety, 
and our intention to continue this policy, unless and until compelled to abandon it 
in the interests of law-abiding citizens, to whom strong appeal is made for concerted 
effort to stop any further extension of mischievous propaganda among students and 
illiterate masses. Besides prosecutions for definite breaches of the law, we are 
considering the adoption of other means of impeding the non-co-operation movement,. 
e.g., under the telegraph and postal codes, to stop objectionable telegraphic and 
postal matter, and to withhold Government advertisements from papers advocating 
non-co-operation. The volunteer movement has also our careful attention and will be 
the subject of a later communication when we have received fuller information arid 
the opinions of the Local Governments. 



Provincial reports are as follows :— 
United Provinces.—The latest developments of Aligarh College have been fully 

reported to you by the Education Department. The following appreciation of the 
results of Gandhi's and the Ali brothers' tour in the province is furnished by the 
Local Governments :— 

" At each place visited big meetings were held. The speeches delivered were, in 
almost all cases, seditious in spirit and frequently in letter. The speeches are 
under examination by' the legal advisers to see whether they violate the law. The 
result will be reported later. The visit of the party to each centre was the occasion of 
local ebullition, which died away when they left. The newspaper excitement was 
maintained for propaganda, a thing apart. The result on public opinion is neither 
wide nor permanent. The Caliphate question and the Punjab incidents were used 
only for inflammatory purposes. Their redress is no longer the main object. That 
non-co-operation is the sole means to complete the freedom which will redress all 
grievances is the common line taken. There has been little success in securing proof 
of practical non-co-operation. A few honorary magistrates gave up their offices, and 
a few legal practitioners have withdrawn from practice. On the other hand, all 
loyal men, and even many waverers, have been shocked by the violent language used, 
and their eyes have been opened to the dangers which are being run. At length 
they realize the need of counter-propaganda and' of counter-organization." Two 
persons have been convicted of sedition. There is no dearth of candidates for the 
election. Kisan Sagha appears divided, some favouring non-co-operation, others 
anxious to have cultivators represented on the new council. The trustees of the 
Kayastha Pathshala, Allahabad, protested against the non-co-operation movement as 
applied to students. The Lieutenant-Governor has been making a useful tour, 
visiting educational institutions and advising the students, while taking a natural 
interest in political discussions and debates, to avoid practical politics until their 
students' days are. over, and not to sacrifice their college career to any will-of-the
wisp outside their college studies. 

Punjab.—The situation as to colleges and schools in Lahore is improved. Lala 
Plans Raj's lecture to students, in which he pointed out the grave consequences of 
their adoption of non-co-operation, had a sobering effect. 

The D.A.V. College Government and the Form an Christian College are now 
normal. The Islamia College was closed for a fortnight, but it is hoped that the 
bulk of the boys will attend college before long. The decision of the trustees of 
Aligarh is likely to have a beneficidl reaction on the colleges in the Punjab. The 
Council of Khalsa College, Amritsar, has strongly condemned non-co-operation, 
but according to a press message, the Council of the M.A.O. Collegiate School, 
in the same city, has resolved to renounce the Government grant, and to seek dis
affiliation from the University. Political activity among the Sikhs continues to be 
a serious feature, but confidential reports just received show that the Sikhs are by 
no means, as a whole, accepting the policy of their extremist leaders, and the 
Sikh Conference was largely attended by Hindus and Mohamedans, while Sikhs of 
position and wealth were conspicuous by their absence. These are indignant with the 
efforts of the non-co-operation party to pervert Sikh students. From Julluudur it is 
reported that the Jats are everywhere becoming involved, and are beginning to 
talk of non-payment of revenue. Private arbitration courts have been set up in some 
places. Public meetings have been held at Lahore expressing sympathy with Ireland 
on the death of McSwiney. 

Bombay,—There is nothing special of interest to note, but developments at 
Aligarh are being keenly followed, and are likely to have a stabilizing effect upon 
movements in this province. Attempts to hold an anti-non-co-operation meeting 
under the presidency of Sir Chimman Lai Setalvad, Mrs. Besant being one of the 
speakers, were broken up by hooligans, according to a press report. District officers 
are being circtilarized as to the necessity for adequate although unobtrusive police 
precautions in the event of disorders during the elections. The widest possible 
publicity is being given to the terms of sections 171 C. and F. of the Indian Penal 
Code. The leaders of the non-co-operation movement have carefully avoided reference 
to the penalties, under these provisions, attaching to undue pressure on voters or 
candidates for election, and this knowledge, now filtering through to the rank and 
file, may have a salutary effect. Some resumption of the hijrat movement is being
talked of by the Central Caliphate Committee, not unchecked as before, but under 
the Central Committee's guidance; only selected men likely to be of economic 



gain 10 Afghanistan, are being permitted to go. Excitement prevails in Sindli 
among the schools. The Council of the National Federation of India, met under the 
presidency of Sevaswami Aiyer, protested against the Government handling of the 
Punjab disturbances, but condemned non-co-operation as a dangerous weapon which 
would tend to retard the progress of thr country. They objected to the Esher 
Committee^ Report and to the export of wheat. 

Benga l . -The Caliphate Committee continues to lead in advocating non
co-operation, and the organization of Committees in Mofussil is being undertaken. 
Ahul Kalam Azad has proposed a scheme of separate sub-committees, with provincial 
branches for each item of programme, adding the additional item of insisting on 
troops leaving the army. As the result of propaganda by B. G. Pal and others, 
a few resignations have occurred, but the extremist leaders are now less confident 
that their decision to boycott elections was wise, telegrams having been received by 
the Government asking for extension of time up to the 15th November for the 
submission of nominations. Discontent among the subordinate police is on the 
increase, and there are threats of a concerted strike on the 35th November. In spite 
of the recent introduction of new rates of pay, further revision of pay has been 
sanctioned, and it is hoped that the matter will not be pushed to extremes. Durga 
Das Chatterjee, who has for some time past been making objectionable speeches, 
has been prohibited from speaking in public for one year. Students of the Anglo-
Persian Department, the Calcutta Madrassa, having gone on strike en masse on 
the opening day, the Director of Public Instruction closed the school and addressed 
the parents. As 582 out of 535 guardians desire to keep their wards in the school, 
the Director has noW requested the school authorities to reopen the school op the 
-8th instant. Meanwhile, Abul Kalam Azad has opened the proposed National 
Madrassa, near the principal city mosque, said to be attended by. a number of students 
who left the Calcutta Madrassa recently. 

Delhi.—The chief development in Delhi is the growth of the volunteer movement, 
which is being watched carefully, and will be dealt with in a separate reference on 
the movement generally. There are rumours of withdrawals from the schools and 
colleges. Ansari urges the students to follow the example of Aligarh and the 
principal of Ramjas College, advising the students to sacrifice education to moral 
war with the Government. Two Mohamedan extremists, although refused 
admission by the headmaster of the Anglo-Arabic school, succeeded in persuading 
a number of boys to come out on strike, This was followed by meetings, at 
which general non-co-operation was advocated, but it is too early yet to predict how 
far it is likely to be successful, and to what extent parents, professors and masters 
can counteract this influence. A crowded public meeting was held on 1st, at which 
resolutions were passed, sympathizing with Ireland on the death of McSwiney and 
in her struggle for freedom ; in support of non-co-operation ; urging the local 
municipality and public bodies not to present any address to the Duke of Con
naught ; condemning the action of the trustees of Aligarh College; and sympathizing 
with sufferers in the cause of the Caliphate. 

Colonel Wedgwood 's arrival, and the opening of the Trade Union congress, collected 
the extremist leaders in Bombay. Lajpat Bai, president, made the stock attack on 
the exploitation of workers, and, inter alia, resolutions were passed demanding the 
representation of labour on the Legislative Councils and Chambers of Commerce, 
as a protest against the attitude of the employers in the recent strikes. The 
extremists are doing their utmost to annex Colonel Wedgwood, but he has urged the 
men not to rush into wild and unorganized strikes, and advocates the co-operation 
-of all classes, provided the grant of independence is promised by Great Britain 
within a fixed period. If, in these circumstances, non-co-operation is persisted in,, 
he declares that English labour will wash its hands of India problems. Colonel 
Wedgwood shortly visits Lahore and the Punjab, where the extremists are said to be 
making good preparations for his reception. 

II. (14th November).—The speech of the Viceroy^on 4th November, replying to
the address of the Sylhet Mohamedans, and the issue ofl 6th November of the Home-
Department resolution on the subject on non-co-operation, appear to have met to
^some extent the general demand for a further public declaration of the Govern
ment's attitude towards that movement. The Viceroy thanked the Mohamedans 
for the recognition of the Governments efforts to secure favourable terms for Turkey, 
and assured them that in everything affecting the welfare of Turkey and the status
-of the Caliphate the influence of India would always be- thrown in the direction 
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desired by India's Moslems. The territories inhabited by the Turkish race are intact,, 
ancl her finances are free from any share of the burden of the reparation debt. She 
would soon have round her a ring of prudent (? orthodox) but friendly Moslem 
states. The need of the moment was to assist her to rebuild on good foundations. 
His Excellency added a few words on non-co-operation, from which he said the 
people themselves were the chief sufferers, instancing the hijrat disaster and 
the attack on Aligarh College. Poor Moslem boys, wdiose education had been 
disturbed ancl perhaps wrecked, were the chief sufferers from the latter. He 
therefore appealed to Mohamedans, who were more keen about educational adyance
ment than anything else, to rally round their educational institutions ancl repudiate 
the policy of non-co-operation. The speech has produced a good impression and 
been favourably received by the press. Press notices of the Home Departments 
resolution have also been on the whole distinctly favourable. While certain papers 
like the Englishman criticize the resolution as throwing on the moderates the burden 
of organizing the counter-propaganda which ought to 1 be undertaken by the 
Government itself, the majority of the English and moderate papers such as the 
Pioneer, the Statesman, the Civil and Military Gazette, the Times of India, the 
New India, the Bengali and the Leader welcome the resolution as a timely exposition 
of the Governments policy, which has been on the whole successful and should be
continued. The Bengali ancl the Leader strongly deprecate resort to repressive 
action, the latter adding that the only real remedy for the present unrest is the 
redress of the Caliphate and the Punjab wrongs. Even the extremist papers admit 
the temperate tone of the resolution, though they deny that it affords any solution to 
the, present difficulties, which can only be cured by the repentance of the Govern
ment. Sir C. Setalvad, who has, returned to public life, made a noteworthy 
contribution to the discussion in a recent press interview. He condemned strongly 
the exhibition made by non-co-operators, who broke up the recent lecture of 
Mrs. Besant, dwelt on the clangers of stirring up class and racial.hatred, emphasized 
the folly of spurning opportunities afforded by the Reforms Act, denounced the 
mischievous boycott of schools, and concluded with an appeal to the Government to 
heal the wounds inflicted on Inclia's self-respect by the doings in the Punjab, the 
mishandling of the Caliphate question and. the treatment of Indians in the British 
dominions. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya made an important speech to the students of 
the Hindu University on 1st November. While agreeing that the attainment of the 
fall responsibility of government under the British Crown is the only certain remedy 
for Lndia's wrongs, he did not think that this would be secured by non-co-operation. 
He was wholly opposed to the withdrawing of boys and girls from the schools and 
colleges ancl the abandonment of Government grants, which in the case of the Hindu-
University would probably result in the loss of much lucrative aid, i.e., the support 
of chiefs ancl zamindars. A press telegram yesterday states that non-co-operators 
are active in the Hindu University, but the professors and the students fully appreciate 
the situation. The next meeting of the Court is fixed for 30th November. From 
Aligarh, Mohamed Ali, the college secretary, and Mohamed Ali, a politician, maintain 
a wordy controversy in the press, but there is growing evidence that sober Mohamedan 
opinion is disgusted by the efforts of the latter to wreck Aligarh ancl other Mohamedan 
institutions, and counter-propaganda is being organized both in Northern India and 
elsewhere. 

Madras reports that a useful speech was made by Mr. Justice Abdul Rahim before 
the Mohamedan Education Association, condemning the methods of Gandhi ancl the 
Ali brothers. ' 

Mr. Andrews has just offered his services to the New National University founded 
by Mohamed Ali. 

The Calcutta branch of the European Association, at its annual meeting on 8th 
November, passed a resolution approving the action of General Dyer in going beyond 
the immediate needs of the moment at Jallianwala Bagh. The resolution was- most 
inopportune ; the result can only be the further irritation of Indian feeling at a time 
when we are calling upon all moderate Indians to take united action against non-co
operation. 

Punjab.—On account of the increased violence of public speech, the Local 
Government has cancelled the exemption of Amritsar city from the scope of the 
Seditious Meetings Act, and has asked us to sanction the extension of the Act to the 
whole of the Punjab with a view to its immediate introduction in the districts of 
Jul lundur ancl Hoshyarpur. Orders have been postponed on this request, pending 



the consideration in Council on 17th November, a full statement of the reasons being
called for. Mangal Singh, editor of Akali, has been arrested under section 12-4 (a), 
and the suspension of his sentence granted, under the amnesty, to Singhara Singh has 
been cancelled. These acts have been condemned at a public meeting of Sikhs held 
in Lahore on 12th November as proving the inauguration of a policy of repression. 
Meantime non-co-operation seems to have had little success so far as the council 
elections are concerned. Returns up to 9th November show 182 candidates for 55 
seats. I t is significant that the co-operation meeting recently held at Rohtak was 
broken up by the counter efforts of co-operators. 

According to press reports, Colonel Wedgwood had a great reception at Lahore on 
7th November. He said that he had not made up his mind about non-co-operation. 
What was necessary was the destruction of the present bureaucratic imperialism. India 
would never get her freedom from the present Coalition Government, but the first 
Labour Parliament would place her, in the same position as Canada. He assured 
the Mohamedans that, when this came about, India would be the greatest Moslem 
Power in the world. Colonel Wedgwood proceeds shortly to Peshawar, where the Chief 
Commissioner has invited him to be his guest. 

Bombay.—The non-co-operation clique endeavoured in vain to get the Indian 
Merchants' Chamber to pass a resolution pledging themselves not to elect a repre
sentative to the Council. The proceedings were dissolved on a point of order after 
they had shown a large majority of speakers against non-co-operation. It is significant 
that the All-India Trades Union congress, under the presidency of Lajpat Rai, has 
unanimously adopted a resolution pressing the claims of Labour to have elected 
representatives on the Legislative Councils. Reports of late October showed that 
the campaign of non-co-operation was making headway in certain districts of 
Bombay, particularly in Broach and Ahmadabad, but the present position is 
unknown. I t is announced that the Gujerat National College will be opened 
at Ahmadabad on 15th October (sic). On the other hand, it is reported that 
much indignation is felt among parents in Ahmadabad at the nationalization of 
certain schools. Many students have been withdrawn from these and entertained in. 
Government schools, which have temporarily relaxed the rules of admission. 

Delhi.—The position as regards the school boycott is believed to bo improved. 
The Chief Commissioner, however, apprehensive regarding the possible effects of the 
conference of.ulcma to be held on 21st and 22nd instant, has suggested the prohibi
tion of the meetings. The proposal will be considered in Council on 17th November. 

Madras.—The Local Government reports that trouble at the Buckingham mills 
was largely due to the intrigues of disappointed European, assistants (compare the 
case of the recent Khargpur railway strike). The lock-out continues, and a Press 
message states that the mill-owners have applied in the High Court for an injunction 
against Waclia and eight others, restraining them from addressing workmen, and 
claiming Rs. 75,000 damages. 

Burma.—The Local Government has asked leave to deport Swami Sardanand, 
who is alleged to be causing dangerous excitement by his speeches to Burman 
priests and workmen. We have suggested action under section 144 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure as a preliminary to more drastic measure of deportation. 

Bengal.—The Local Government reported on 9th November that the situation 
with regard to the police was serious, and many districts announced the intention of 
striking on the morning of 15th November. The cause is economic, though the 
discontent was fanned by agitators. There is danger of the force being stampeded by 
the action of a few units. To avoid trouble, the Local Government has announced 
a further concession, which we have confirmed with retrospective effect from 1st 
October. 

General.—The Esher Report has received considerable attention in the press, 
Indian critics being almost unanimously hostile. 

Wheat export continues to be condemned by the Indian press. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Clasps for Medals.—On 10th November the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
informed the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, the Officer 
administering the Government of South Africa, and the Governor of Newfoundland that 



the Board of.Trade.had had. under consideration £he question of clasps to medals for 
the Mercantile Marine and proposed to issue them as follows :-—

(I) In respect of each of the years 191.4-] 8 - - P e r i o d clasps to the Mercantile Marine 
Medal for which the qualifying service is as follows :—1914-one mon ths seagoing
service, including at least one voyage through a danger zone; 1915, 1916, 1917 and 
1918 to 11th November - th r ee months' seagoing service, including at least one 
voyage through a danger zone. These clasps would be limited as much as possible, 
owing to the number of danger zones which' qualify for the Mercantile Marine war
medal. 

(2) Following on award of naval Gallipoli landing clasp:—A special Gallipoli 
clasp to the British war medal, to be awarded to the whole of the crews of merchant 
ships at the beaches on 25th and 26th April 1915. 

Lord Milner asked those to whom the telegram was addressed to inform him 
whether this proposal would be acceptable to their respective Governments. 

In reply to this the Governor-General of Canada reported on 13th November 
that the proposal was acceptable to the Government of Canada.. 

- And on 16th November the Governor of Newfoundland telegraphed the acceptance 
by his Ministers. 

Income Tax.—The Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed on 16th 
November to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia and New Zealand, the 
Officer administering the Government of South Africa, and the Governor of New
foundland, informing them, with reference to Resolution XV. of the Imperial War 
Conference, 1917, that the Government of India were considering the measures to be 
taken by them in pursuance of the proposals made by the Loyal Commission on 
Income Tax for the relief of double taxation within the Empire, and had enquired 
whether the Dominion Governments were taking action to the same end, and* if so, 
in what form ancl to what.extent they proposed to grant concessions. The Secretary 
of State for India had asked that the outline of any scheme existing or in contempla
t-ion might be telegraphed. 

In reply to this the Governor-General of New Zealand reported on 24th November 
that the Parliament of New Zealand had enacted in 1916 that income derived by a 
person resident in New Zealand from the United Kingdom or any British Dominion 
and subject to income tax there should not be liable to income tax in New Zealand. 
No further action was contemplated. 

Procedure regarding German Reparations.--On 20th. November the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies sent the following telegram to the Governors-General of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa :— 

Please inform your Prime Minister that the following agreement between His 
Majesty's Government and the French Government was arrived at on .11th November 
regarding discussions with the German Government as to reparation:—(1) The allied 
technical experts will meet at Brussels, sitting with the German experts. The 
experts will report to their Governments and the prdees-verbal of their meetings will 
be communicated to the Reparation Commission. (2) A conference of the allied 
Ministers will meet at Geneva after the holding of the plebiscite in Upper Silesia, 
but at latest during the first fortnight of February, to. discuss the entire question of 
reparations, the total amount of German debt, the examination of Germany's capacity 
to pay, &c. The representatives of the German Government will take part in this 
conference in a consultative capacity, as at Spa. The members of this conference 
will report to their respective Governments, and each Government will then inform 
its representative on the Reparation Commission of the conclusions at which it has 
arrived on the report of its representatives at the Geneva Conference. (3) The 
Reparation Commission will then proceed, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Treaty of Peace with Germany, to declare the total amount and means of payment of 
the sums due by Germany, ancl will report to the Powers upon Germany's capacity to 
pay. (4) The Supreme Council will then meet to consider what further steps require 
to be taken, including guarantees ancl penalties. 

CANADA. 

Bacon.—On 12th November the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed 
to the Governor-General of Canada as follows with reference to the formePs telegram 
of 5th November [B.E.R., xxx, p. 7]:—-The -Pood Controller has been informed by the 



New York Mission that the Canadian packers have accepted 35 cents for the 
September, and 34- cents for the October put down, subject to the adjustment of' 
technical conditions, and have made suggestions for the price of the November 
and December put down. The Food Controller assumes these arrangements are satis
faetory to the Canadian Government. The November and December price is under 
consideration. 

Tb this the Governor-General replied on 17th November saying that the arrange
ment was satisfactory to his Government. 

Armistice Day.—The Governor-General informed the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, on 13th November, that a fitting celebration had been held in commemoration 
of Armistice Day, and that, in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty the King, 
there had been a complete suspension of ah normal business, work and locomotion 
throughout the Dominion during the two minutes' silence commencing at 12 o'clock 
noon. 

Bessarabian Treaty.—On 18th November Lord Derby reported from Paris 
[No. 1342] that he had that day signed the Bessarabian treaty on behalf of Canada. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs :— 

(1) A Federal Order-in-Council has been passed at Ottawa permitting prospecting 
and development work for natural gas in the Dominion forest reserves, which 
comprise 28,000,000 acres in the prairie provinces and in British Columbia. Royalties 
on oil discovered on Crown lands are fixed for the first five years at not more than 
5 per cent, or less than 2-Jr- per cent. ; for the second five years not more than 10 per 
cent, or less than 5 per cent . ; and thereafter 10 per cent. 

(2) It is announced that out of 2,000 returned soldiers now located on British 
Columbia farms, over 1,600 will meet their principal and interest payments this year, 
in spite of the adverse season there. 

(3) Business conditions in Canada are fairly satisfactory and bank clearings 
last week were 21 per cent, in excess of those for the corresponding period last year. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Japan and former German Colonies.—On 15th November the following telegram 
from the Governor-General of Australia was' received by the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies :— 

The Commonwealth Government are greatly surprised at the Japanese Govern
ment's request in regard to the former German colonies, and cannot agree to the 
proposals outlined. The Commonwealth Ministers cannot understand why the British 
Government is still considering requests from Japan in regard to a matter definitely 
settled long ago by the Supreme Council and embodied in a treaty, which has been 
duly ratified. The Japanese Government is endeavouring to amend the conditions 
of the mandate to introduce the thin edge of the wedge of racial equality and the 
conditions obtaining for class " B " mandates in regard to trade. Both these proposals 
will be resolutely resisted by the Commonwealth Government. 

The Commonwealth Government cannot agree to grant any rights to Japanese 
subjects inconsistent with the general policy of the Commonwealth in regard to the 
islands. They cannot entertain the suggestion that there should be a recognition of 
so-called vested rights and interests, either such as were in existence prior to 
1st August 1914- or subsequently. We are starting with a clean slate. Every claim 
to any interest or right, whether by British nationals or others, will be considered on 
its merits, and the Commonwealth Government can make no general exception in 

:favour of. Japan. ; v 

Although there is on the part of the Commonwealth Government no intention to 
exclude Japanese ships from having access to Port Rabaul, any more than there is 
any intention to exclude British, American or French vessels, we claim the right to^ 
make such laws as we please in respect to trade, and trade includes navigation ; we' 
cannot therefore give an undertaking in this respect. 

Further, we can give no special undertaking as requested by Viscount Uchida, as 
to the right of residents to the exercise of occupations. 

The fact of the matter is that the attitude of Japan is one which the British 
' Government, we respectfully submit, ought not to encourage. It is directly opposed 

to the solemn obligations of the treaty and the clear understanding arrived at in 
2 2 - 1 C 



regard to " 0  " class.mandates. The Commonwealth Government stands resolutely 
on the letter of the bond. 

We are surprised too at the attitude of France, which is, it is understood 
desirous of obtaining the same trading rights as under " B " class mandates. We 
cannot agree to this. We are opposed also to any attempt by the Japanese or French 
Governments to alter the covenant to permit of the erection of fortifications or training 
troops for any purpose other than that set out in the covenant. 

The Assembly of the/League, in the opinion of the Commonwealth Government, 
has neither authority nor right to modify mandates in any way, and the Common
wealth Government hope this view will be most strongly supported by the Empire 
delegation. 

Conference of Admirals.--The Secretary of State for the Colonies received a 
telegram on 16th November from the Governor-General of Australia in regard to the 
proposed meetings of the admirals of the China, East Indies and Australian stations. 
The Commonwealth Government, it said, suggested that the first meeting should be 
held about March next in Melbourne, and invited the commanders-in-chief of the 
East Indies and China stations to be the guests of the Commonwealth for that meeting. 
I t was considered that the business to be discussed would deal largely with the 
resources of Australia, and it would be better if first-hand particulars were obtained 
in Austral ia; further, during the last few years much information regarding the 
Pacific, which would be of great use to the conference, had been collected by the 
Navy Office at Melbourne. 

Study of English by Japanese Officers.—On 23rd November a telegram was 
received from the Governor-General stating that the Commonwealth Government had 
no objection to the attachment to their Consulate-General of Japanese officers sent to 
Australia to study the language. His Ministers would be pleased to facilitate such 
studies by any means in their power. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Butter [B.E.R., xxx, p. 9 ] .—In acknowledgment of the Governor-Generals 
telegram of 5th November, the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed to him 
on 10th November as follows:—The Food Controller notes the acceptance by all 
producers of the price offered for surplus butter exportable up to 31st March 1921. 
He agrees to the release of, up to 100 tons of butter for export to Honolulu, the West 
Indies, Caledonia,- &c. He also agrees to reimburse the actual storage charges 
incurred after an average of six weeks' free storage for the whole of the contract, 
provided the rates do not exceed those current on 1st August 1920. The method of 
financing the purchase is being discussed with the High Commissioner. 

On 16th November the Governor-General sent the following reply :—The Prime 
Minister appreciates the action of the Food Controller with regard to storage charges, 
& c , and notes that the method of financing the purchase is being discussed with the 
High Commissioner, who, however, has been informed already of Mr. Massey's desire 
that the same procedure in respect of payment should be followed as during previous 
contracts. 

Freight Rates.-On 17th November the Governor-General of New Zealand 
-telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies as follows : — 

A representative deputation of the New Zealand cheese producers waited upon 
the Prime Minister to-day and called special attention to the fact that recently there 
has been a serious increase in the. freights on cheese between New Zealand and 
England. The old rate was l\d. per lb. plus 5 per cent.; the new rate is l\d. per 
lb. plus 10 per cent. This increase has been made just after the sale of New Zealand 
cheese had been agreed upon as between the producers in the Dominion and the 
merchants in the United Kingdom. The pecuniary loss involved by these increases 
will be serious, and the deputation pointed out that, as it was expected that the 
Ministry of Shipping would give up the control of insulated space on 30th April next, 
the present increased rates would be taken advantage of by the shipping companies, 
engaged in the New Zealand trade after that date at the expense of New Zealand 
producers. The Prime Minister would be glad if you would look into this matter and 
endeavour to bring about a reduction in. the rates of freight as indicated, herein. 
There is also extreme dissatisfaction at the increased rates of freight proposed to be 
charged for other commodities as well as cheese. 



Armistice D a y . - T h e Governor-General of New Zealand, in a telegram dated 
13th November, informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that after- observing 
the two minutes' silence at 11 a.m. the following resolution was passed by both 
Houses of Parliament on Llth November : - -

On this, the second, anniversary of the armistice day, and at the close of the 
first session of the twentieth Parliament, we desire to record on behalf of the people 
of New Zealand that the loyalty of the Dominion to the King, and to the British 
Empire, of which we proudly form a part, and to its constitution, which guarantees 
our freedom, remains as steadfast in this time of peace as it did throughout the long
years of war. And we desire also to record our earnest hope that during this difficult 
period of reconstruction our fellow subjects in every country under the British flag 
may sink all sectional differences and unite for the continued maintenance of the 
integrity of the Empire, the promotion of its commercial and industrial prosperity, 
and the welfare and happiness of its peoples. 

Immigration Restriction A c t . - O n 22nd November the following telegram was 
received from the Governor-General of New Zealand in regard to the Immigration 
Restriction Amendment Act:— 

Firstly, the Government of New Zealand does not propose to issue any Order in 
Council under section 6 excepting any peoples or nations from the provisions of the 
Act. Secondly, the forms of permits to be prescribed by the regulations will be 
general and will define no distinction whether of nation or of colour. Thirdly, a 
copy will be submitted to you for the comments of His Majesty's Government when 
the regulations are drafted and before my signature is attached. Fourthly, the 
Government of New Zealand adheres to the statement set forth in my predecessoFs 
despatch of 6th November 1918 as regards the entry of wives and families of Indians 
already domiciled in New Zealand and assures the Imperial Government that there 
will be no departure from that statement under the administration of the Act of last 
-session. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Arrival of the Governor-General.—On 20th November H.R.H. Prince Arthur of 
-Connaught telegraphed that he had arrived at Pretoria, taken the oaths, and assumed 
the office of Governor-General and High Commissioner. 

He further said that the Princess and he had had a very cordial reception 
throughout their journey from Capetown and on their arrival at Pretoria. They 
had stopped at various centres en route, including Bloemfontein, where amongst 
those present to welcome them were the Administrator, the mayor, General Hertzog, 
both the sitting members, and other prominent citizens. 

Proposed New Senate.—ReuteFs agent telegraphed as follows from Capetown on 
l l t  h November:-— 

The very representative conference of both Houses of the Union Parliament, 
presided over by the Speaker, which was appointed to consider the reconstruction of 
the Senate has made a number of extremely interesting recommendations. The new 
Senate will bear a numerical ratio to the Assembly of one in three ; hence it will at 
present total 44 members. A notable feature of the report is that only four members 
of the proposed Senate are elected by nomination " on the ground of their acquaintance 
with the reasonable wants and wishes of the coloured races." The remaining 
40 members will be elected by proportional representation. 

Each of the four provinces will elect eight senators by proportional representation 
-on the Assembly voters' roll, while the remaining eight will be elected by both 
Houses of Parliament voting together, again with proportional representation. ^ It is 
noteworthy that the Provincial Councils will cease to have a voice in the election of 
the Senate. The life of the Senate will be seven instead of ten years. Its monetary 
powers are unaltered save that the Australian system known as the " suggestion
process" is introduced. 

Prohibition of Importation.--Oa 16th November ReuteFs Pretoria agent reported 
that the Government had issued a general prohibition of the importation of wheat 
flour and wheat meal into the Union, though importation would still be permissible
under permit. The prohibition did not apply to shipments that had already been 
-made at the date of the proclamation. 



Synthetic Dyes.—On 18lih November Reuter's Capetown agent reported, with, 
reference to the question of German competition in the manufacture of synthetic dyes, 
which was recently reported to be seriously threatening the new British industry in 
dye-stuffs, that it was interesting to note that1 two South Africans were engaged in 
manufacturing a vegetable dye in Capetown which might have a revolutionary effect 
on the dyeing industry. It is a direct substantive dye to be used with cold water 
only, the material being simply soaked for less than ten minutes in a cold dye 
solution; The dye is stated to be absolutely non-injurious to any fabric. Samples, 
have been sent to the British dye committee. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

Unemployment.—The following paragraph is taken from the Special Weekly 
Report on Unemployment of the Ministry of Labour for the week ending 26th 
November :—Unemployment appears to be still on the increase in nearly all parts of 
the country. Trade depression continues. No improvement is anticipated before 
next year either in cotton or woollen industries. Large stocks of manufactured goods 
remain rmsolcl owing to high prices and difficulties of continental trade. Several 
divisions report that serious loss is being experienced in the ship-repairing industry 
owing to the diversion of repair work to Antwerp and other continental ports. It is 
stated that continental firms are able to quote lower prices and to give definite dates 
for completion of contracts. The jute and linen industries in Scotland are very 
slack, and the position is unchanged in the leather, boot and shoe, and clothing
industries generally. 

The General Labour Situation.---The following paragraphs are taken from the 
Report of the Ministry of Labour for the week ending 4th December:— 

The industrial situation at the close of the week under review, in so far as 
disputes actually in progress are concerned, is almost as quiet as last week. Two 
factors, however, taken together, make the outlook for the immediate future uncertain. 
Firstly, the sharp increase during October in the cost of living, due mainly to the 
increase in the price of bread and flour on the 17th October, which has now been 
reflected in the Labour Gazette cost-of-living index number, may lead to a series of 
demands over the whole country for some compensating increase in wages. Secondly, 
the general state of trade is such that employers are likely to resist to the uttermost 
any further wages concessions. I t is not so much, perhaps, that marked depression 
is already a feature of the situation in many industries, but rather that pessimism is 
generally prevalent with regard to' the prospect of an early removal of the causes to 
which the general commercial stagnation is attributed. 

There is already evidence that these factors may result in immediate trouble in 
two broad groups of cases. Firstly, in certain industries which have adopted a 
sliding scale, by which wages vary according to the cost of living, the question of 
suspending the sliding scale agreement is already being raised. ' Secondly, the 
prospect of a peaceful solution to wages negotiations which have been proceeding 
amicably, in some cases, for months is made more doubtful. Particular reference 
may be made to the engineering and shipbuilding industries and the tramway 
industry. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, & C  . 

EGYPT. 

The Agrarian Situation.—On 1st December Lord Allenby reported [No. 140] that 
after consultation with the Sultan and the Ministers, the following measure had been 
taken to deal with the present agrarian situation :— 

A Government communique has been published in the press dealing with the 
fluctuations of the cotton market since the armistice, and with the present reaction in 
prices. It dwells on the world-wide fall in the prices of all commodities, which has 
been brought about by the decrease in public and private expenditure, by the check 
on speculation, and by the universal anti-profiteering agitation. Its general tone 

. emphasizes the fact that the crisis of the fall in the price of cotton from which Egypt 
is now suffering, after benefiting from an abnormal inflation of price following on the 
armistice, is of an economic and world-wide character, and is as such outside the 
sphere of influence of the producing country. The Government urges landowners to 
forbear, in the interest of- the community at large, as well as in their own interests, from 
exacting payment of rent in excess of that which the tenant is reasonably able to bear 
in view of the present low.price of cotton. 



"The communique announces the institution of. a Government commission under 
--the presidency of Ahmed Pasha Ali, Minister of the Interior, and composed of the 
following : -Mohammed Zaghoul Pasha, Under-Secretary of State at the Ministry of 
Wakfs and late Inspector of Irrigation, the mudir of the province of (group unde
cypherable), Mr. Ross Taylor, Sultanic Counsellor, Mr. A. T. McKillop, Inspector-
General of Agriculture, Mr. R. V, Wild, Director-General of direct taxes. 

The commission is appointed to study the economic effect upon the country of the 
world-wide fall in the price of cotton, and to consider what measures of assistance 
can be rendered to small cultivators and tenants who are placed in. difficulties 

"thereby. 

The Cotton Control Scheme [B.E.R., xi, p . 2],—On 1st December the following 
telegram [No. 997] was sent to Lord Allenby in regard to the disposal of the cotton 

- control scheme profits :  
(I) The matter was again considered by the Cabinet on 11th June, when, on the 

recommendation of Lord Milner, a decision was postponed pending the final settlement 
-of the Egyptian question. 

(2) However, an immediate decision based on a reasonable compromise is 
required, and a suggestion is now being put forward to the Cabinet that His Majesty's 
Government should surrender to the Egyptian Government one-half of their share of 
the profits on the understanding that it will be devoted to the payment of indemnities 
and pensions to the disabled and to relatives of the deceased members of the 
Egyptian Labour Corps, as in present circumstances it is impossible to accept this 
charge on British funds. 

(3) If the Treasury and the Board of Trade can be induced to accept this 
compromise we shall, be able to authorize the release of one-half of the profits to the 
Egyptian Government for budgetary purposes and a further quarter for the purpose 
indicated in your despatch No. 836, whilst His Majesty's Government will retain for 
themselves the remaining quarter. 

PALESTINE. 
; Recruiting for the Hejas Army.—On 30th November Sir Herbert Samuel 

reported [No. 401] that letters had been sent on behalf of Emir Abdulla to t h e ' 
Hainan to rouse the people against the French. Also that Sheriffan officers were 
trying to find recruits in Salt for the Hejaz a rmy: they emphatically declared that 
they had no hostile intentions against the British, but intended, to fight the French. 
As he bad no troops in the district, Sir Herbert Samuel said that nothing effective 

'Could be done, but he had instructed his officers to dissuade the population of 
Trans-Jordania from taking part in any such movement. 

Telegraphing again on 3rd December [No. 406] Sir Herbert.Samuel, said that he 
proposed to issue a notice to the inhabitants of Trans-Jordania informing them that 
there was no truth in the rumour that the British Government approved the 
movement which, it was reported, was being made against the French. On the 
-contrary, such a movement would be condemned by His Majesty's Government. 

On 7th December [No. 285] Lord Curzon notified his approval of the proposal on 
these lines. 

MESOPOTAMIA. 

The Question of Turkish Government Buildings.—The High Commissioner 
telegraphed from Baghdad as follows on 22nd November [No. 14107] :  -

In connexion with the ; establishment of a National Government, it is most 
essential, if we are to convince the public of the bona fides of our policy, that the 
former Turkish Government buildings in the Serai, which have been under military 
occupation since the fall of Baghdad, should be restored to them. I have explained 
the position to the General Officer Commanding, and have made.specific proposals 
for (? the handing over) to him of certain buildings at present occupied by the. civil 
office together with certain other (? buildings) sufficient to provide (? accommodation) 
-equivalent to that vacated in the Serai. The Commancler-in-Chief agrees in principle 
that tbe transfer must lie made, but, in view of the fact that the War Office has 
hitherto paid no rent for the Serai, even since the armistice, and as it will be 
necessary to pay rent, for the accommodation now offered, he considered, it necessary 



-to refer the financial aspect of the question to the War Office by telegraph (? 5th-
November) arid feels unable to proceed with the evacuation pending instructions 
from them. Similarly, until the evacuation is definitely agreed to, I hesitate to incur
the expense of certain petty alterations which are necessary in order to adapt the new 
accommodation for military use. 

We are thus at an impasse and progress with the policy of His Majesty's-
Government is delayed. 

I submit that the question of adjustment of cost between the military and this 
administration is one which must be finally settled by correspondence, which may 
take weeks or even months, and that there is no necessity to delay transfer pending
its settlement. 

I request that His Majesty's Government will accept this view and that the
Commander-in-Chief and I may be authorized to proceed to the transfer at once. We 
can then report the final aspect of the case separately Avith our views in order that 
the question of cost may be discussed and settled at convenience between the depart
ments of State interested, in case the Oommander-iri-Chief cannot be authorized to
settle the rent direct with me here. 

The General Officer Commanding has seen the above and concurs. 

TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 

Dale of the Belgian Evacuation.—-Sir George Grahame telegraphed from Brussels
[No. 161] on 6th December reporting that he had spoken to the Minister for Foreign! 
Affairs and the Minister of the Colonies about the transfer of the former German 
East Africa. The Minister of the Colonies in particular was very accommodating as 
regards agreeing to evacuation on 1st January even though the Traffic Convention 
was not yet ready for signature. Sir George added that he expected to receive an 
official note agreeing to this date within the next day or two. 

INDIA. 

The Frontier Situation [B.E.R., xxxi, p. 3].—Reporting on the Waziristan 
operations, the Viceroy telegraphed [836 F.R.] on 22nd November that all sections o f 
the Wana Waziris had accepted the terms at a representative jirga held at Sarwakai 
on 20th November. They asked for 20 days' grace to bring in 300 Government rifles, 
250 tribes' rifles and 40,000 in cash or kind. 

On 2nd December the Viceroy telegraphed [No. 222] that in consequence of the 
arrival of a convoy with money and ammunition for Haji Abdur Razak, the leaders of" 
the Wana Waziris were, according to report, continuing their hostility, by refusing 
to act in consort with the friendly sections who-were complying with the terms. Thb' 
situation of the Wana column at Sarwakai was reported to be normal. 

Afghan Delegation [B.E.R., xxx, p. 2].—On 24th November the Viceroy reported 
[1349 S.] that a reply, dated 16th November, had been received from the Amir to
the telegram [1266 S.] sent by the Indian Government, 1st November. Briefly 
summarized, the AmiFs reply expressed his pleasure in agreeing to the despatch of 
an envoy to Kabul with the object of concluding a treaty, and his desire for friendly 
terms with neighbouring Governments. As an independent country Afghanistan was 
entitled to enter.into relations with her neighbours, and was desirous of doing so with 
the Russian Government, which had already entered on relations and discussions with 
the British Government both of a commercial and a political character. Any agree-
ments which might be entered into with the Russian Government would not affect the
lawful rights of the British Government. The result of the discussions which had 
taken, place was that a Russian Ambassador was now at Kabul, and representatives 
of Afghanistan were located at different places in Russia as consuls and envoys. The 
location of any foreign consulate in Afghanistan necessitated conformity with 
international usage, which restricted its scope to matters concerning trade and 
precluded interference in political matters. The establishment of Russian consulates 
in Afghanistan with the object of creating mischief in British dominions would 
never be permitted. On this account the Amir expressed the belief that the despatch 



of the envoy would be expedited, and was confident that the discussions at Kabul 
would furnish even greater proof of real amity than those which had taken place at 
Mussoorie. The-reply then referred to Waziristan- and expressed the. hope that a 
speedy completion of peace would remove a question which had long been a cause of 
misunderstanding. 

On the same date as the above, Tarsi addressed a letter to the Foreign Secretary, 
in which lie urged the reasonableness of the Amir's reply and the absence of any 

-difficulty in the despatch of an envoy. Especially he deprecated the idea of 
Afghanistan becoming the means of harm of Russian origin reaching our borders, as 
this would be injurious to her own interests. 

The Viceroys Weekly Reports.-The following reports dated 23rd ancl 27th 
November have been received :— 

I. (23rd. November).--Last week we gave press criticisms on the resolution on 
non-co-operation. We now give a summary of the impressions formed by the 

/correspondents regarding its reception. In many quarters educated Indians recognize 
that the resolution should be welcomed as an attempt to rally sober, intelligent, 
Indian opinion against non-co-operation, and approve the decision of the Government 
not to adopt repressive measures, as arrests would embarrass moderate Indians. At 
the same time, in some quarters it is felt that great harm is done to the prestige 

-and authority of the Government, that the mischief makers should be suppressed, 
-and that the present policy of non-intervention is likely to endanger the safety of the 
Government if carried on indefinitely. Race hatred is increasing, which is calculated 
to lead to an explosion. Other Indians adopt a via media. They think that the 
policy of conciliation has not yet had a full trial and should be continued. At the 
same time they recognize that seditious activities are most harmful bu t are not 
peculiar to India and can be handled better by patience than by repression. High 
prices have given the agitator a weapon he has been quick to use. The extremists 
thrive on anti-Government agitation and would welcome repression. They do not 
fear it as it will mean a further agitation for their release. Gandhi ancl Shaukat Ali 
have been touring Southern India exhorting Brahmins and non-Brahmins to forgo 
their differences while the task of attaining swaraj is before them. Gandhi has 
-opened, the new National University and 70 students are enrolled at Ahmedabad 
with himself as Chancellor. The two lakhs collected for the purpose were mainly 
subscribed by the cloth merchants. Mohamed Ali has visited Benares ancl Allahabad 
-during the week with a view to push the non-co-operation movement amongst the 
students, but it is reported that little effect was produced in either place. The 
students are awaiting the arrival of Gandhi at Benares before finally deciding their 
action. Opinion among them is sharply divided. Malaviya is exerting all his 
influence to keep the -situation in hand. At Aligarh, correspondence has been 
published demanding from the Ali brothers accounts of the collections made by them 
-during the last 12 years. The trustees, fortified by their success in the first round 
and determined to pursue the struggle, have decided to embark on propaganda 
against non-co-operation. 

As to the withdrawal of boys from schools and colleges, non-co-operation work 
is receding somewhat into the background, and non-co-operators are finding their 
work difficult and calculated to elicit opposition. Shah writes from Bombay that the 
non-co-operation movement is having practically no effect in Bombay except in 
Ahmedabad, and one place in Gujerat. Even in these two places only a small section 
-of the student population is affected. On the other hand, the students' convention of 
the United Provinces, held, at Agra, adopted the non-co-operation resolution, after 
prolonged discussion, by a large majority, and expressed sympathy with the students 
.of Aligarh and other colleges. The students in Islanria College, Lahore, have struck, 
and the building is now under police protection, On the whole, however, the sober 
opinion of the trustees of educational institutions and of parents generally is strongly 
opposed to the movement as directed against the education of school children and 
students. 

As to the elections, it is reported from Bombay that some 80 per cent, of the 
voters abstained from polling on one clay, but there was no absence of candidates-in 
-any province, and in some par ts- the elections were keenly contested. In very few 
places have the extremists been able to carry out their threat of putting up men of 
stfaw to oppose bond fide candidates. 

In public, however, non-co-operators, owing to superior organization ancl careful 
propaganda, have the advantage. There is always a difficulty in carrying resolutions 
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against non-co-operation; for example, a meeting held at Broach for this purpose was
captured by non-co-operators, due to careless organizers, and the actual resolution 
adopting non-co-operation was passed. Gandhi seeins to desire to try conclusions 
openly with the Government, his latest effusion being an article entitled " I f I were 
arrested," stating what he would expect his followers to do in that eventuality. The 
Amrita Bazar Patrika has recanted on non-co-operation as preached and practised by 
Gandhi, aud Neio India continues to combat the movement. 

Bombay.—The elections passed off peaceably. Our posters regarding
intimidation to voters probably induced Gandhi to issue his appeal to the effect that 
non-co-operationists should cease from persuasion on the 15th and should confine 
their activities to the 16th instant to meeting away from the poll booths. He spent a 
fortnight touring in Gujerat aud in the Deccan, and on the eve of his departure 
from Ahmedabad announced that uuteachables [?] have a right to be admitted to the
national schools. As a result, a local national school declined to act on this ruling, 
and orthodox circles have been offended ; and in addition, the announcement has 
failed to fulfil its main object, the capture of non-Brahmin adherence in the Deccan 
to his campaign. There are indications that the small results achieved to date are
making him despondent. The percentage of those who voted was very small. A 
central caliphate committee meeting at Aligarh has been fixed for the 21st instant 
to consider national education, aud it is asserted that the national Moslem university 
scheme will be launched, though there are practically no funds either for the nniversity 
or for the non-co-operation movement as a whole. 

Bengal . -Calcu t ta and the whole of Bengal observed the second anniversary of 
the armistice day on 11th November, normal business work and locomotion being
suspended. The non-co-operation movement has not made much headway. In most 
districts the general public is unaffected, one pauchayat only having resigned in 
24 parganas. Well-attended meetings have been held, but with no appreciable
result. The Bengal caliphate committee is more concerned at present with collecting
funds than pushing propaganda, 30 lakhs of rupees being recpiired. The latest device 
is the issue of one-rupee receipts, resembling a one-rupee note in size and shape, but 
superscribed in Urdu with a quotation from the Koran. Though purporting to be a 
receipt, some private people will be deceived. For example, a litigant offered his 
pleader fees in these receipts. They were, of course, promptly returned. Press 
reports indicate that these receipts have reached Rangoon, also Madras. Legal opinion 
is being taken as to the means of stopping them. National schools have been started 
in Calcutta, but are likely to collapse. There has been some trouble among the 
students in Cbittagong, bu t elsewhere they are waiting a lead from more important 
institutions. There is no indication that this feature of non-co-operation will gain 
much support in Bengal. The opinion is freely expressed by educated Mohamedans that 
the Hindus have engineered the movement against Government schools with a view 
to retarding Mbhamedan development. The attempt to boycott the new Councils has 
not met with much success. There has been no instance of a seat for which no 
candidate is forthcoming. For five seats on the Council of State there were 11 cancli
dates, and for the Bengal Chamber of Commerce only one seat was uncontested. For
17 seats in the Legislative Assembly 38 candidates were nominated, and there were 
contests everywhere except (?) in two constituencies. For the Provincial Council there 
were 327 candidates to 113 seats. There was no contest in 19 constituencies out of 94... 
The strike fever continues, but so far its manifestations have been confined mainly 
to Calcutta and it has no political significance. 

United Provinces.—The first results of the Aligarh incident have been a set-back 
to the propaganda of non-co-operators, but anti-European feeling is very strong aud 
the students are thoroughly excited. The Independent continues to advertise non
co-operation and the Leader to denounce it. Vernacular papers have condemned 
interference with educational institutions, and whole-hearted supporters of this aspect, 
of the movement in the vernacular press appear to be few. 

Punjab.—Conferences have been held during the week at Hoshiarpur and 
Rohtak, and the speeches were violently anti-Government. At Rohtak a speaker 
opposiug non-co-operation was howled down; a fracas ensued, and the meeting was 
broken up. There has been considerable excitement amongst the student class and 
demonstrations, and, in many cases, absence without leave; but the movement is 
regarded with disfavour by the people at large as the- promised national schools do not 
seem likely to materialize. At Amritsar Khalsa College and one or two other schools,. 



however, are still temporarily closed. Pressure is being brought to bear on title 
holders to surrender their titles, and in the event of a refusal they are threatened 
with a social boycott. But nominations for elections to the new Councils are not 
appreciably affected. The adoption of non-co-operation by the Central Sikli League 
at Lahore has led to an increase in agitation in the Jullundur and Hoshiarpur 
districts, and the Lieutenant-Governor is anxious to apply the Seditious Meetings 
Act. In deference, however, to our wishes he has taken action under section 3 (C) 
of Defence of India Rules restricting a few of the more violent speakers from these 
places from attending or making speeches at public meetings for a year. This policy 
has been pursued with some success and without undue comment in (?) Bengal. At 
Amritsar the district magistrate issued an order prohibiting the holding of the 
caliphate conference on the 19th, 20th, and 21st, and the presenting of an address 
to Colonel Wedgwood in Jallianwala Bagh on the 19th. Gandhi sent a telegram to 
the reception committee to obey the magistrate^ order, and the conference was 
postponed under protest and the presentation of an address to Colonel Wedgwood 
cancelled. The Amritsar municipality, at a special meeting, resolved to ask for the 
cancellation of the indemnity levied on the city, and also to relieve the committee of 
collections on the motion of Satya Pal. 

Delhi.—The expiry of the application of the Seditious Meetings Act was 
immediately taken advantage of by the extremists for holding frequent meetings at 
which seditious language was used, particularly in mosques by certain preachers. A. 
fatwa signed by Ahmed Said justifying not only non-co-operation but forcible 
resistance has been examined to see if a prosecution would lie, but legal opinion is 
against this as the document is interspersed with quotations from the Koran. 
Meetings were suddenly discontinued as the promoters feared the introduction of 
the Seditious Meetings Act with a view to the stoppage of the conference of ulema 
on the 21st, but we have decided to allow the conference to take place. Gandhi 
arrives here to-day and will attend the provincial, congress on the 23rd, over which 
Mohamed Ali will preside. In practice Gandhi's policy is not meeting with much 
success. The Anglo-Arabic school committee reopened its school after five days' 
holiday. All the masters except one are at work and two-thirds of the boys are 
attending. The national school which Asif Ali started has no funds and no pro
visional staff, and fewer students than any recently started school in a similar stage 
of development. The national arbitration court is at a standstill. There were six 
candidates for the Delhi seat in the Legislative Assembly : four of good standing, 
and two men of straw, petty traders, put up by non-co-operators to throw ridicule 
on the elections. 

Bihar and Orissa.—The non-co-operation movement has not made much progress, 
but efforts will be made to stimulate it during Gandhis visits towards the end of 
the month. The agitation is more vigorous in the Patna division than elsewhere, 
where Maghar-ul-Huq is taking the lead. The movement, however, is said to be 
killing itself, and consciousness of this fact partly accounts for violent speeches. For 
68 constituencies in the Legislative Council, 184 candidates were nominated, and 
17 candidates were returned unopposed ; no nominations were made for the two non-
Mohamedan rural constituencies, Sbahabad and Darbhanga. For 12 constituencies 
in the Legislative Council, 25 candidates were nominated ; there were no candidates 
for the Bhagalpnr Mohamedan constituencies. For the Council of State, there were 
three candidates for the uon-Mohamedan constituencies and two for the Mohamedan. 
The new Legislative Council of Bihar and Orissa will be entirely in the hands 
of the landlord party, pleaders experiencing the utmost difficulty in securing election 
to any constituency in Bihar unless representing landed interests and supported by 
landowners. ' Efforts are being made to stir up unrest among school teachers aud 
colliery employees on the ground of inadequacy of wages. 

Central Provinces.—There has been somewhat of a lull in the non-co-operation 
propaganda. The prosecution of Tajuddin, editor of the Taj, under sections 153 (A.) 
and. 505, Indian Penal Code, is reported to have shown effect at Jubbulppre. 
Khaparde refuses to resign his candidature for the Council of State in spite of 
pressure and a social boycott. There is no sign of trouble among the college students 
at Nagpur. The volunteer organizations of Sewa Samaj and the caliphate volun
teers are showing increased activity in a few districts, but they are not of a nature 
to give any ground for alarm. The proposals in regard to the export of wheat 
continue to excite angry comment ; and the extremist press devotes considerable 
space to the death of McSwiney. 



North-West Frontier Province.—The example of Aligarh has been followed to 
some extent at Islamia College, Peshawar, and certain students have announced 
their intention of joining the national university to be established by Mohamecl 
Ali at Aligarh. This proposal, however, has not yet translated into practice. Zafar 
Ali s conviction was received without excitement. A partial hartal was started in 
Peshawar city, but' the shops were opened by 10 o'clock the same morning. The 
president of the Bannu caliphate committee has withdrawn and asked for reinstate
merit as honorary magistrate, which he had previously resigned in pursuance of the 
non-co-operation programme. Colonel Wedgwoocbs visit to Peshawar has again aroused 
undesirable political excitement, particularly in the school and the college, which 
have been closed as a precautionary measure. There was complete hartal on the 
18th, owing to "the imprisonment of three leading agitators in default of furnishing 
security under section 40 of the Frontier Crimes Regulations. 

Assam.—The Viceroy's visit was successful in spite of the attempts of the non
co-operation party, and when they had succeeded in preventing the presentation of an 
address to the Viceroy, he was welcomed by representative gatherings including 
most of the Hindu and Mohamedan leaders. Candidates, one or more for every 
seat, and nearly all prominent politicians except Chanda, are offering themselves for 
election. He too allows it to be understood that he will welcome a Government 
nomination if the provincial congress reverses the resolutions of the Calcutta special 
congress on non-co-operation. The students of the Sylhet madrassa are somewhat 
affected by the non-co-operation movement. 

The net result is that non-co-operation, though it has not made much progress 
in regard to elections or in schools, &c, has made the students restless; this 
anti-Government feeling promoted by speakers and the extremist press is spreading, 
and among Mohamedans in some quarters social boycott is being used to intimidate 
those who do not sympathize. Feeling is more acute and the situation more dis
turbing in the Punjab and Bombay than elsewhere. 

- H. (27th November).—There is little to report ; the situation is quieter and there 
is an improvement as regards the schools; normal work is expected to commence 
shortly in Islamia College, 1 ,ahore, and Khalsa College, Amritsar, the Government 
decision to withdraw Government control from the latter having been well received. 
Malaviya has contradicted the statement published in the Independent (Allahabad) of 
the 21st,. that the Maharaja of Mysore, Chancellor of the Hindu University, had beeu 
invited to come to Benares to handle the situation arising out of non-co-operation, he 
being in favour of it himself. He states that he definitely wishes non-co-operation 
were at an end. C. R. Das, B. C. Pal, Lajpat Rai are conferring with Malaviya 
at Benares. Great efforts are made by the non-co-operators to win over the Benares 
students ; Mohamed Ali asks for the complete abandonment by them of studies in 
such institutions, and Moti Lai Nehru, addressing the students, characterized the 
non-co-operation movement as spiritual war, in which cause able bodied soldiers 
and mentally equipped persons like students were required. National institutions 
have been established, meeting with little success. The National College at Aligarh 
consists (? of) two bungalows, for which the caliphate committee pays Rs. 600 a month. 
The admissions were 100, but there are only 50 students at present, and only one 
lecture has been given so far. The college at Ahmadabad is similarly without 
sinews, but the principles of its working were announced with a flourish of trumpets. 
Patel has performed the opening ceremony of the national college at Surat. It is 
reported that college students from all over India intend to meet at Nagpur just 
before the national congress to define their attitude towards questions of the day. 

The course of non-co-operation continues on the same l ines-meet ings adopting 
it, but few instances giving practical effect. It was condemned by a public meeting 
of Hindus and Mohamedans at Ghazipur, in the United Provinces, especially as 
regards the students. The Moslem Club, Luclhiana, unanimously and strongly 
condemned the non-co-operation propaganda and resolved to issue a pamphlet on the 
subject to counteract mischief. 

Sastri has been lecturing in Madras on the fallacies of non-co-operation, and 
his patient and steady work is calculated to diffuse common sense and a reasonable 
attitude. At, Allahabad a deputation of non-co-operators pressed the chairman of the 
Municipal Board to withdraw from his candidature for the Legislative Councih He 
stated he did not believe in the movement and declined to withdraw. Gandhi had 
a very poor reception at Jhansi, where he was only able to collect less than Rs. 300. 



The All-India, ulema conference was held at Delhi on the 19th, 20th, and 21st. 
On the first two days the meeting was not open to the public, but 375 delegates were 
present on the third day and many visitors.' Gandhi and the Ali brothers were 
present. Resolutions were adopted urging the revival of Moslem fashion and dress, 
approving non-co-operation, condemning the action of the trustees of Aligarh,and 
other institutions, thanking the students for embarking on non-co-operation, urging 
Bind u-Moslem unity, condemning the repressive measures taken by the authorities 
against the ulema and caliphate workers, and advocating the immediate establishment 
of a Moslem treasury. We have received reports that the meetings were uot a 
success, and the intention to convert the conference into1 an All-India one failed. 
There was much acrimonious discussion as to co-operation with Hindus and as to 
the attitude of the Moslem element towards Gandhi. Resolutions were passed en 
bloc on the last day of the conference chiefly for press consumption. At Delhi, the 
Ajmere-Merwara provincial conference was held on the 24th, 25th, and 26th. 
Resolutions were passed adopting non-co-operation, the boycott of the municipal, 
commissioners of Delhi, who voted for the address to H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, 
and those seeking election to the Councils. Gandhi's reception was poor, and his 
efforts to influence the Delhi students was reported unsuccessful. 

The Punjab Government issued a communique that a few clerks and minor 
officials who resigned service to perform hijrat, would/as far as possible, be allowed 
to return to their old posts, as far as this could be done without interfering with 
those wdio had received permanent promotion in their places. Absence may be 
condoned provided they return within, six months and satisfy the head of the oflice
of their repentance. 

Bombay have sanctioned the prosecution of the printer and the publisher of the 
Al Wahid newspaper of Karachi under section 124A, Indian Penal Code, in respect 
of three articles, (1) the conditions of Moslems and their fate, (2) the protection of 
the caliphate (3) the question of councils and titles in the issues of 14th September, 
18th September and 6th October last. 

Private information has been received that non-co-operation is making no head
way in Bengal. Generally speaking, it may be said that the situation is easier and 
the outlook improved, but much will depend on the decision reached at the Nagpur 
congress next month. : 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Dantzig.—On 26th November the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed 
as follows to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South 
Africa:—It has been decided that, as the cession of territory was already provided 
for iu the Treaty of Peace with Germany, the declaration signed by the members 
of the Ambassadors' conference in Paris, as representatives of the principal allied 
Powers, and accepted by the representatives of Dantzig, would be sufficient, and 
that signature on behalf of the Dominions -would not be necessary. Tin; declaration' 
is now signed, and took effect on 15th November. 

The League of Nations.—Cn 3rd December the Secretary of State, for the 
Colonies informed the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and 
South Africa that the League of Nations had circulated to its members for 
consideration at the conference to be held next January, draft conventions 
prepared by the provisional committee on communications aud transit. It had 
been suggested by the Board of Trade that questions of common interest to the 
Empire might with advantage be informally discussed in advance between' 
representatives appointed by His Majesty's Government, India, and the Dominions 
to attend this conference. The telegram continued :—Please telegraph whether your 
Ministers could arrange for their representative to be present at such a discussion 
in London, say ten days before the elate fixed for the conference. 

International Ilydrograpliic Bureau.— On 1st December the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies telegraphed to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa and the Governor of Newfoundland as follows :— 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are anxious to know as soon as
possible whether the Dominion Governments desire to be associated with the work of 
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the International Hydrographie Bureau'. It will be seen that the draft constitution of 
the bureau does not provide for the separate representation of the Dominions at 
hydrographic conferences, and should it be wished to amend the draft in order to 
include the necessary provisions it is feared that considerable delay would result, as 
protracted correspondence would be necessary with the other Governments concerned in 
order to ascertain whether this could be arranged. On the other band, there seems no 
reason why the voting power for the appointment of the directors and the secretary 
under section 48 should not be shared between His Majesty's Government ancl any 
Dominion Government so desiring, provided that the latter were willing to contribute 
to the expenditure of the bureau in proportion to their shipping tonnage. If no 
Dominion Government desires to be associated with the bureau at this stage, the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty propose to contribute under section 35 in 
proportion to the United Kingdom tonnage only. 

Clasps for Medals [B.E.E., xxxi, p. 7].- On 26th November the Governor-
General of Canada reported that the proposals regarding the cpiestiou of clasps 
for the Mercantile Marine medals were acceptable to the Minister of Marine. 

CANADA. 

Miscellaneous.--The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs :— 

(1) The Canadian trade returns for October record imports valued at f 105,770,000, 
and exports amounting to $131,100,000, these being 135,000,000 in excess of the 
exports for September and 118,000,000 more than in October 1919. The excess of 
exports over imports for the month was $26,000,000. Agricultural products, mostly 
of foodstuffs, headed the list of exports, amounting to $55,000,000, and lumber, pulp, 
and paper exports- were worth approximately $30,000,000. 

These returns indicate exports to the United Kingdom worth -$24,900,000, and 
imports therefrom valued at $17,431,000, which is an increase of 100 per cent, over 
the imports received during October 1919. Imports from the United Kingdom during 
the 12 months ended October amounted to $226,000,000, as compared with 
$81,500,000 for the same period in I91S-.19. The total exports of pulp and paper 
during October amounted to $.16,700,000, this figure being 28 per cent, more than 
that for the corresponding month last year. 

Canadian exports to South Africa during September amounted to $2,234,000, as 
against $359,000 for September 1919, 

(2) There are in Canada 32 manufacturing plants engaged in the india-rubber 
industry. They are capitalized at a total of $42,787,000, and employ 12,600 workers, 
turning out last year products valued in the factory at $56,000,000. Canadian exports 
of rubber products during the fiscal year ended 31st March last amounted to 
810,009,000. 

(3) The Canadian textile industry in 1919 had a capitalization of $58,750,000, 
and employed 16,000 persons at wages and salaries aggregating $11,000,000. The 
value of products turned out during the 12 months was $82,500,000. 

(4) Out of this year's Canadian wheat crop there has been inspected to date some 
142,000,000 bushels. 

(5) Bank clearings throughout Canada for the week ended 25th November 
reached a total 16 per cent, in excess of that for the corresponding period last year. 

SOUTH AFRICA, 

Property Rights of German Nationals [B.E.R., xlx,.p. 1 1 ] . - O n 26th November 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies replied as follows to a telegram sent by the. 
Governor-General of South Africa on 4th June :— 

It has been decided that the property of ex-enemy subjects exempted from 
repatriation from the United Kingdom may be released up to 1,000i. provided that 
good ancl sufficient reasons are shown for such release. A. committee, presided over 
by Lord Justice: Younger, lias been appointed to advise on such applications. The 
Board of Trade regret that they do not' see their way to accord more favourable 
treatment to ex-enemy subjects allowed to reside in South Africa than to such persons 
allowed to reside ' here, aud therefore cannot give the -Public Trustee a general, 
authority to release the property of such persons held by him, but they will be 



willing to consider applications in any particular case where the person concerned 
did not hold property up to the value of 1,000Z. within the Union of South Africa or 
South-West Africa. 

Irish Republican Demonstration.—Renter's agent reported from Johannesburg 
on 24th November that a large gathering of Irishmen, which was also attended by a 
number of promin ent Nationalists, had been held in the town hall that day. After several 
-strongly anti-British speeches, resolutions were passed, with a few dissentients, calling 
upon the " nations of the world to secure the recognition of the already established 
republic of Ireland," protesting against the "barbari t ies perpetrated in Ireland by 
order of the British Government " and demanding the "immediate withdrawal of the 
army of occupation." 

General Smuts on the Jews.—Reuter's agent telegraphed as follows from Pretoria 
-on 30th November :— 

Speaking to-day at the reception of the Chief Rabbi, Dr. Hertz, General Snrats 
paid a tribute to the Jews, who, he said, were a great factor in South Africa and were 
going to be a greater one still; they were going to make to South Africa one of the 
most notable contributions in her wdiole history. He then dwelt on the national and 
imperial importance of Dr. Hertz's tour, which, he declared, by stimulating the 
religious life of the Jewish community, would also awaken the spirit of good 
^citizenship in them. In conclusion he wished him every success in his mission. 

In reply, Dr. Hertz referred to General Smuts as one of the greatest statesmen in 
the world; adding that there was no wonder South Africa's statesmen were so 
tolerant seeing that in the first place they inherited British traditions and in addition: 
were the heirs of Holland and the Dutch tradition. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

Trade Depression.—The following paragraph is taken from the Ministry of Labour 
Special Weekly Report on Unemployment for the week ending 3rd December :—The 
depression in the industries previously commented upon continues, and no general 
improvement is expected until next spring. The position in the textile, wholesale 
clothing, and boot and shoe industries is reported to be -worse than for many years 
past. 

Unemployment.—This paragraph is taken, from the Report of the Ministry of 
Labour for the week ending l l t h December:— 

The unemployment position continues to cause grave anxiety, and the failure in 
many cases of particular industries to recover from the effects of industrial disputes 
indicates the general state of trade depression. The Labour Joint Commission, of 
Inquiry, who arrived in Dublin on the 30th November, have continued their activities 
in Ireland during the week. Generally speaking, public opinion is concentrated upon 
t h e two questions of Ireland and unemployment. The conference of the National 
Transport Workers' Federation on the 1st December, which endorsed an amalgamation 
scheme for the unions, affiliated to the Federation, who cater for clock labour, is 
important, and a feature of considerable interest is the apparently spontaneous 
development of an active organisation among unemployed ex-service men. in. London. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 
: ":" The Sultan.—Lord Allenby reported on 13th December [No. .1161] that great 
preparations -were made for a visit which the Sultan paid to Mansurah two days 
earlier, and that his reception was enthusiastic, even better than that which he 
received at Damanhour. The extremists hacljnade an effort to influence local opinion 
against his Majesty and to deter the notables from being present.' Lord Allenby 
regarded these happenings as an indication that the people were grateful for what we 
were doing to improve economic conditions and appreciative of the interest the Sultan 
is taking in them. 

INDIA. 

The Frontier Situation [B.E.R., xxxii, p. 4.]—On 0th December the Viceroy 
reported [No. 223] that beyond slight sniping near Sarwakai there was no change in 
the Waziristan situation. Should the Wana Waziris not give full compliance with 
our terms, or clearly demonstrate that they were endeavouring to do so, it had been 
decided to continue operations on 16th December. On the other hand, if they 
complied in full, the proposed march on Wana would not be undertaken,, but until 
the submission of the Waziris was satisfactorily established, troops would remain at 
Sarwakai. 

Mission to Kabul [B.E.R., xxxii, p. 1.]—Replying to the Viceroy's telegram of 
25th November, the Secretary of State in a telegram [3SS0] "dated 8th December, 
expressed the misgivings of His Majesty's Government regarding the proposals for 
the despatch of a mission to Kabul. The risk of misrepresentation at the hands of 
the Afghans, and the opportunity which the presence of the mission in Kabul might 
afford Turks and Bolsheviks of embroiling the Afghans with us, were objectionable 
features. There was the further risk that, as the Amir had withheld any reply to our 



definite requests, our hands might be forced into accepting any concession, rather than 
the admission of failure to secure any agreement. Nevertheless, His Majesty's 
Government did not feel justified iu overriding the deliberate judgment of the 
Government of India in a matter which was so peculiar to its functions, and 
-accordingly authorized the Viceroy to accept the AmiFs invitation, if he still adhered 
to his recommendations. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on the 5th and 
12th December :— 

I. (5th December) .-Interest centres mainly in (I) the attitude of the students 
to non-co-operation ; and (2) the elections. Details of (1) are sent in the Education 
Department telegram, and we only cite the Leader's estimate of the effect of Gandhis 
visit to Benares:—" The visit has not produced a.cataclysm. According to present 
information not many students are prepared to follow him into the wilderness. We 
would he surprised if even 5 or 6 per cent, leave it. None, so far, has actually left 
i t ." The paper congratulates Malaviya, the professors, and especially the students, 
on resisting Gandhis appeals. A strike amongst the students of the Engineering-
College, Benares, has also collapsed, the students recognizing their mistake and 
apologizing to the principal. At Allahabad, where 2,000 students were addressed by 
Gandhi, -Professor JevoiVs made a speech on the other side, and (? only) 3 0 or 4 0 
students signified their adherence to non-co-operation in response to Gandhis 
invitation. 

2. Elect ions . -Much attention has been devoted iu the press to the elections, the 
numbers recording votes varying greatly from some 8 per cent, in Bombay to GO per 
cent, in Lucknow, where the contest was very keen—reported to be brisk in Allahabad, 
fair in Benares, and varying from. 52 to 48 per cent, in Madras. In the Central 
Provinces, the Chief Commissioner called for fresh nominations for seven -non-
Mohamedan constituencies owing to the absence of candidates. Dadabhoy and 
Ivhaparde (? reported omitted) to be elected, by large majorities to the Council of 
State. The Extremists have made great efforts to frustrate the elections by putting 
up men of straw in some places, by threatening a social boycott, and by rowdyism and 
hooliganism at the polls. In Lahore the difficulties of candidates are (? represented 
as serious owing to the determined efforts of the extremists, but the reports of the 
polling, so far as seen, indicate that a fair proportion voted. Jhaiisi (United 
Provinces), where Chiutamaui was elected to the United Provinces Council," has been 
the scene of feverish activity on the part of the non-co-operators, who gave out that 
Gandhi instructed his followers to oppose Chintamani and vote for his opponent. 
Gandhi, to whom Chintamani wired, denied this. Later, at Benares, he urged the 
excommunication of those who took par t in the elections. 

Iu Madras it is reported that bands of students with non-co-operation posters 
paraded the streets; and attempted to offer organized resistance, but not apparently 
with much success. Mrs. Besant issued a manifesto calling on all national Home 
Rule Leagues and Liberals and moderates to vote for each otheFs candidates in all 
elections, as being parties standing for reform against revolution, co-operation against 
non-co-operation, for freedom against tyranny, and for the congresses of 1885 to 
1918 (Bombay) against the new congresses of (Delhi) 1920. 

3. Gandhi has been touring the United Provinces, and Colonel Wedgwood has 
issued a manifesto. The former at Allahabad declared the Government established 
in India to be satanic, urged the boycott of schools and colleges, and admitted his 
non-success "with students, denouncing their failure to keep their promises of with
drawal from the institutes ; from Bombay reports of his recent tour iu that 
presidency indicate his disappointment at the poor success attending his schools, 
campaign, in spite of the establishment in various places of national schools and 
colleges. Colonel Wedgwoods manifesto encourages the movement for swarij, but. 
expresses disapproval of non-co-operation, especially the refusal to seek election to 
the Councils, though attaching blame for the movement rather to the " 0'Dwyer " 
school and the extremists of bureaucracy than to Indian extremists. He points out 
the risks and dangers of non-co-operation, which is a campaign of hate, and involves 
coercion of Indians who co-operate ; urges a definite time limit for Home Rule, the 
formation of a territorial army, and with companionship based on these conditions, 
co-operation with the Government, aud asks the Nagpur congress to put forward a 
suggestion for conference on these lines under the presidentship of the Prince of 
Wales. 



4. Lajpat Rai is taking an increasingly prominent part in the public agitation.. 
To-day's press telegrams announce that he will preside over the All-India College 
students' conference at Nagpur in Christmas week, -also that he will preside over the 
the All-India railwaymen's conference at Bombay on 14th to 16th January, which will 
be the inauguration of a central organization to improve the condition of railwaymen 
all over India. 

5. Punjab.—Apart from schools and elections, emphasis is laid on the estab
lishment of panchayats to take the place of ordinary courts and the boycott of 
recruitment for the army service in Mesopotamia and foreign goods. The rural 
population appears little affected, but in parts of the Jullundur division, where are a 
number of returned emigrants of doubtful loyalty, the situation is regarded with 
some anxiety. The application of the Seditious Meetings Act is reported to have had a 
markedly good, effect in districts where it has been applied. Steps are being taken 
to serve notices under the Defence of India -Rules against two prominent Sikh 
agitators, and to prosecute another-. The Lieutenant-Governor has toured through the 
"Mohamedan districts of Attock,. Mianwali, Dera Ghazi Khan and Muzzaffargarh, and 
was received everywhere with spontaneous expressions of loyalty and no dissentient 
note. Sardar Mangal Singh, editor of the Akali, was convicted yesterday at Lahore, 
under sections 124(A) and 153, Indian Penal Code, for a series of seditious articles, 
on non-co-operation, and sentenced to three years' rigorous imprisonment and fine of 
Rs. 1,000. 

United Provinces.—The politicians are active, but Gandhi, as stated above, was 
unsuccessful at Benares, and no action is now to be" taken till meeting of the court,, 
about the middle of December. Attempts are being made to spread non-co-operation 
among the villages, but, in the opinion of the officers touring in districts, they are 
shallow and unreal, and the people know nothing about it and do not care. The 
general feeling is that Gandhi ancl his party have lost influence through the campaigns 
against the schools. Racial feeling is still strong, and non-cooperation ardently 
pushed by the Independent newspaper, Allahabad, which is effectively countered by 
the Leader.- At the Aligarh meeting, attended by 125 gentlemen from different 
parts of the Province, under the presidency of Nawab Muzammilullah, a resolution was 
unanimously passed establishing a reform league with a view to co-operation with 
the Government in political and educational matters ancl to start propaganda 
immediately. Raza Ali, long time a member of the United Provinces Legislative-
Council, congratulates the Aligarh trustees in a long letter ; he says that the Ali 
brothers will soon realize the-blunder of enlisting narrow-minded mardvis, and asks 
the students to have nothing to clo with pretentious impostors and humbugs. 

Bengal.—There are signs of friction among the Bengal agitators. The movement 
for the boycott of schools, though spreading to Chittagong and Tipperah, appears 
to be spent, ancl the situation improving. Strikes, continue,' the most serious being 
a strike at iron works at Kulti, which, first reported to be of political significance, 
has just been settled, and the strike in the Ilowrah mills, at which looting is 
reported and some Europeans have been stoned. The European Association is again 
offending Indian sentiment by announcing its intention of having a memorial to 
General.Dyer, suitably (? word omitted) and forwarded to him. 

Bihar and Orissa.—The agitation in schools ancl colleges to persuade the 
students to withdraw, is vigorous, but the movement has received very little support 
from parents ancl guardians. Gandhi is now making an extensive tour in the 
province, where he has considerable personal influence on account of the Champaran 
connexion. 

Delhi . -Repor ted to be none the worse for a fortnight of almost ceaseless oratory.-
The ulema's conference -was not much of a success, but a resolution enjoining non
co-operation, especially in. military matters, to issue as a fatwa, was signed by all the 
ulema present. These, however, are mainly local men, whose names clo not carry any 
great weight. A, political conference, presided over by Mohamed Ali, was an 
admitted failure. At a zenana meeting the British Government was characterized 
by Gandhi, Shaukat Ali and Kitchlew as devilish and fiendish, and contributions in 
shape of ornaments were raised. National schools make little headway, and other 
schools are unaffected. Caliphate receipts, bearing partial resemblance to rupee 
notes, had been sold in Delhi, to the face value of over 4,000 rupees. Dr. AnsarP 
has been elected president of the forthcoming session of the All-India moslem league 
at Nagpur. Maulana Mali mud at Mason of Deeband died on 30th November at 



Delhi, where ho came to preside over the ulema conference. Late news has come 
from the North-West Frontier Province that the political situation, which deteriorated 
-owing to Colonel Wedgwood's visit, is now quiet again. 

Burma.—Swami Shradanaud is touring and preaching non-co-operation, with a. 
probable result of strengthening anti-Government feeling among Indians. 

Two Bui-man newspapers have been warned, under section 153(A), Indian Penal 
Code, for publishing seditious articles. Newspaper reports as to the fate of the Burma 
reforms scheme led to the accentuated expression of impatience. One paper suggests 
it will not be-enough even if Burma gets the Indian scheme. Caliphate rupee 
receipts are in wide circulation and may lead to ignorant people being deceived, but 
the law officers advise that there is no case for prosecution under any section of the 
Penal Code. 

General.—The political situation continues to be easier, and the outlook generally 
improved. . 

II. (12th December).—Bengal.—There is a beginning of dissension among the" 
supporters of the Caliphate propaganda and the non-co-operat(ors). The enthusiasm 

of '. Mar war is, formerly among Gaudbfs strongest supporters, has cooled. There is 
friction among the supporters of the Caliphate committee, with complaints of the 
maladministration of the Caliphate funds. An influential maulana, Abu Bakar, issued 

-a proclamation' supporting non-co-operation, but the Hindu extremists are faint
hearted, and, while desirous to reverse the policy at Nagpur, are unlikely to be 
successful, though we hear that C. .R. Das and B. C. Pal, who have been in consulta
tion with Lajpat Rai and Malaviya, will put up a fight for a more practical programme 
of non-co-operation than that of Gandhi. It will probably avoid the schools 
and law courts, and concentrate more on swadeshi goods. The secession of 
the Bengali nationalists is possible if the congress confirms Ganclhi's programme. 
The. rupee receipts issued by the Caliphate committee met with less success than 
was anticipated, but developments require careful watching. Notes have obtained 
certain amount of circulation, probably forced, at Delhi and elsewhere. Agitators 
have been active organizing meetings especially to reduce the number of Mohamedau 
-candidates and to secure small polls. The position in regard to the schools and 
colleges is satisfactory, but the Bengal students are excitable. A. leaflet published in 
Dacca declared that anyone trying to become a member of the Council, or voting, 
would thereby sever connexion with Islam. The secretary of the Dacca Caliphate 
committee is being prosecuted under section 171 (Fj of the Indian Penal Code. We 
have not yet received official reports, but according to press accounts polling was 
fairly brisk in Calcutta, particularly in the non-Mohamedan constituencies. Labour 
unrest continues. 

Madras.—Interest is concentrated chiefly on the elections. The advocates of non
"Co-operation and candidates have both made great efforts. An illiterate coolie'was 
returned unopposed to the Mohamedan seat in the Legislative Council for South 
Kanara in Madras. There has been some stone throwing but no serious trouble, 
nnd there are no reports of disturbances elsewhere in the Presidency. According 
to press reports the polling in the Madras urban constituencies was distinctly good, 
varying from about 10 to 70 per cent.; in the rural constituencies the percentage 
was naturally lower, about 15 to 40 ; polling in some areas being hampered by 
floods. The lock-out at the Buckingham mills continues. Judgment has been 
delivered in the High Court on an application for an interim injunction by the 
-company against Wadia and others on the ground that the defendants had been 
-conspiring to injure the plaintiffs by inducing workmen to break contracts; a 
temporary injunction had already been granted, and in the judgment the injunction 
-was continued pending the hearing of the suit. 

Bombay.—Unofficial reports calculate that from 10 to 15 per cent, of the 
electors voted. There xvas a general lack of organization and zeal on the part of 
the candidates. One district magistrate reports that cyclists were sent round by non
co-operators to tell the voters that the elections were stopped, and the rumour widely 
spread that the object of the elections (was) to quadruple the land revenue, assess
ment. There has been some success in the campaign against a few schools. An 
attempt was made to reduce to a fiasco the Anjuman-idslam school prize distribution, 
at which the Governor attended. Volunteers were posted to turn back scholars and 
-visitors. Placards denouncing the function were distributed, and posted up around 
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the institution. Nevertheless the function was successful. At a subsequent counter
meeting, Patel presiding, a resolution was passed condemning the action of the 
office-bearers of the school for inviting the G-overnor to the prize distribution, 
and urging their social boycott. The central Caliphate committee is believed to
have prevailed upon the gravediggers in big Mohamedan cemeteries to refuse to bury 
a title-holder or a co-operator.. Panels of null-hands have been led through the 
streets persuading the vendors of teashops to close, and in consequence of the-. 
Mohamedan revivalist movement a mob of several hundreds visited the liquor shops 
and molested Moslem customers. Bomanji described C a n d i d a s the " Zaghlul Pasha, 
of India." There is considerable labour unrest. Baptista announced the intention, 
of starting a messenger service in Bombay from 1st December, ex-postal men to be
employed. It is doubtful whether a local messenger service will pay its way. 

Bihar and Orissa,—Vigorous agitation has been directed against the Roman 
Catholic schools. For the moment some success has been secured ; a number of. boys 
were influenced, but the action has caused a distinct hardening in the minds, of 
responsible persons against this agitation. We have not yet had report of the results 
of GandhTs tour ; but he and his followers have been making speeches in the usual 
style. The effect is likely to lie ephemeral. Gandhi had an interview with Hasan 
Iman and made misleading references to the subject in a speech at Patna, stating 
that Hasan Iman favoured non-co-operation, and would join the movement as soon as 
the bar was removed on violence. Hasan Iman has written to the SearcliLiglit denying 
this statement, aud denouncing non-co-operation as practically unsound, politically 
unwise, and suicidal for students. He told Gandhi he was opposed to the move
ment in its entirety. Non-co-operation could not continue to be non-violent. Swami 
Biswanand has been active in the coalfields and endeavouring to form a labour miiorr 
and then to secure increased wages, the aim being a minimum wage Re. 1, 8 a. 
day. Two strikes occurred, but the men have now returned to work. The Railway 
Board has-received alarmist reports of a. possible general strike of the coalfields 
between the 12th and the 22nd. Precautions are being taken in consultation with 
the India Mining Association and Local Governments. Miners' wages are being raised 
somewhat. Miners have no organization or funds to support a long strike. 

Central Provinces.—Extremist leaders are touring the province to collect funds 
for the ensuing congress. Practical non-co-operation is making very slow progress, 
though unrest is developing among schools at Jubbulpur. Gandhi is shortly expected 
in the province, and further efforts Will be made against the schools, but education 
authorities anticipate only a temporary effect. Voting in elections has undoubtedly 
been affected by the non-co-operation movement. In some constituencies the 
extremists secured the election of men of straw, and the new council will contain 
several unsuitable members. Khaparde, in spite of persecution by non-co-operators,, 
was elected to the Council of State. 

Assam.—A manifesto condemning non-co-operation has been published in Assam, 
the signatories including the leading men of Sjbsagar and Lakhimpur, and the four
great abbots of the Assam valley. The elections are not eliciting much interest. An 
attempt to start a madrassah at Sylhet in opposition to the Government madrassah 
has not made much progress. 

Punjab.—The election returns up to the 7th instant show that in rural con
stituencies the polling averaged about 30 per cent, of the electors on the rolls.. 
But voting in the urban constituencies so far reported, aud particularly in Lahore 
and Amritsar, has been a failure as the result of interference by organized bands 
of city hooligans employed by the local non-co-operative leaders. In Lahore, voters, 
candidates and officials were commonly intimidated, and in some cases assaulted, one 
seriously. One honorary worker at the poll was subjected to four hours' insults from 
a crowd of 8,000, in spite of the protection of armed police. He and the police 
inspectors escorting him were stoned on leaving the booth, and a crowd attacking 
his residence was fired on by his son, four persons being slightly wounded. Firing
excited the crowd, who tried to break into the house. The timely arrival of police 
and non-co-operation leaders prevented further trouble, Kitchlew taking the crowd 
away and holding an indignation meeting. We have asked the Local Governments 
to report the action taken agaiust the intimidators, and have pointed out the necessity 
of prompt prosecution under sections 143 and 171(c), Indian Penal Code. A report 
received from a Sikh police officer states that feeling in the Punjab is very bitter, 
specially the tendency of poor people to insult and humiliate the rich. Ho recommends. 



the formation of a moderate Sikh association among the Sikhs, and steps are now taken 
by Sunder Singh and other influential Sikhs to start daily Sikh papers on the lines 
of the Leader of Allahabad, with the view to impress on Sikhs the necessity of the for
mation of a moderate Sikh association. Thirteen professors of Khalsa College, Amritsar, 
have resumed work in consequence of the withdrawal of Government control. The 
Tilak school of politicians has been established at Lahore under the directorship of 
Lajpat Rai:, to which Colonel Wedgwood has subscribed Rs. 500 iu a letter eulogizing 
its institution : objects to include the training of political workers with the object 
apparently of establishing a training for the non-co-operating students of the Punjab, 
as Mohamed Ali's National University at Aligarh will for the United Provinces. 

Delhi.—There was an unpleasant development this week at the funeral of Khan 
Bahadur Maiilvi Abdul Ahad, trustee of Aligarh College, who has always been a 
strong supporter of the Government. The family was warned not to take the corpse 
to June Musjid for the usual prayers. On the way to the burial ground the funeral 
party met a mob led by volunteer organizers and was forced to take the corpse back 
to the house. Abuse was hurled at the deceased as a title-holder and the cpiestion 
was raised as to whether he could be buried in a Mohamedan burial ground. The 
relatives appealed to the authorities and police were taken to spot. Eventually 
an announcement was made by tin? relatives that the deceased had repented on 
his death-bed and on this purely suppositions assumption the obstructors professed 
themselves willing to assist in the funeral, which took place. En route, 
intimidation of title-holders and voters, was also carried on, and especially a mob 
collected at the house of the loyal Rai Bahadur, reported to have died, and refused 
to disperse. The chief persons responsible for the rowdyism at Maulvi Abdul 
Ahacfs funeral are being prosecuted under section 297, Indian Penal Code. With a 
view to check this hooliganism aud the dangerous extension of the volunteer move
ment, which woidd lead to serious rioting and conflict with the police, and to restore 
confidence amongst the large body of well-wishers of the Government and prominent 
men, the Chief Commissioner, with our full approval, has extended to Delhi part 2 
of the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, and declared unlawful the four 
volunteer associations founded this year. He has (? also) with our sanction applied 
the Seditious Meetings Act to Delhi for a further period of six. months. (? SinceY 
28th October, when the previous application of the Act to Delhi expired, there has 
been a growing abuse of public speech and meetings of a grossly seditious character 
are being held to encourage disloyalty and to intimidate loyal citizens. We have 
indicated to the Chief Commissioner the importance we attach to prompt prosecution 
in all cases of intimidation. The election was turned into a farce by the 
intimidation of candidates and voters, and the return of a sweetmeat seller, who 
paraded the streets on a donkey. No prominent man takes (he lead in Delhi, and 
the developments now reported were chiefly the work of city hooligans who have got 
out of hand and were terrorizing respectable citizens. Action is being taken under 
the two Acts mentioned above, and the jnosecutious will, we hope, have salutary 
effect. 

United Provinces.—In Agra some voters were roughly handled, and rubbish was 
thrown at respectable voters and superintendents of the police. The rowdy crowd 
consisted of students of a low caste and of Mohamedan riffraff shouting " Mahatma 
Gandhiji Ki Jai ." The Leader of the 9th instant vigorously denounces the disgraceful 
exploits of non-co-operators at Agra and Meerut, also at Cawupore, where hartal 
was enforced to commemorate the death of Muhmud Hasan. The Leader says : 
"Non-violent non-co-operation has begun to emerge into violent non-co-operation 
despite the saintly advice of Mr. Gandhi." 

Generally in the United Provinces polling was fair, and especially in Lucknow, 
and no disturbances are reported elsewhere. From Agra and (? word omitted) 
sensational reports received of :disorderliness at the elections show how imperfect is 
Gandhi's pretended control. He issued a message hoping that no voter would go to 
polls on 30th, but that there would be no undue interference with those wishing 
to vote. The events at Lahore, Delhi and Agra aie an ironical commentary on this 
message, described by the Independent as the " voice of the uation's soul." The poor 
polling reported from some places will be claimed as a triumph for non-co-operation, 
though this is in many places largely due to apathy. 

Burma—There has been considerable unrest among the students' ('? community) 
in Rangoon, of which details are separately reported by the Education Department.. 
The Local Government ascribes the situation to a preaching Indian agitator, Swami 



Sraddlianaud, and does not regard the ('? episode) as a serious political manifestation. 
I t is reported from Rangoon that the editor and publisher of; the Rangoon Hail, Halms 
(? word omitted), and charged under section 153A, Indian Penal Code: 

General.—With the exception of the unpleasant development of hooliganism and 
the social boycott successfully adopted in some quarters, the situation is unchanged 
and the non-co-operation movement is certainly n o t gaining strength with educated 
classes. Colonel Wedgwood, in an interview in Caicutta  condemned the non-coy

operation movement as hateful and wished it at end and hoped the Nagpur 
conference would convince Gandhi of its wickedness. AVe have received the full 
text of the opinion of the Advocate-General, Bombay, advising against the prosecution 
of Gandhi. Andrews has returned to the charge on the policy of segregation adopted 
in East Africa and alleged that the decision (? would be) insulting to Indian self
respect. Attention has been drawn to a recent statement in Gandhi s paper Young 
India (? from its) Baghdad correspondent, describing, -the inauguration of Gandbi's 
non-co-operation campaign and protesting against the action of the military 
authorities in enrolling men of the Indian labour corps into fighting units. The 
facts are not correctly stated, as only ex-soldiers in labour corps have been invited to 

* enlist as volunteers in battalions, but the matter is of considerable political signi
ficance. The recruitment of the military labour corps was only agreed to by the 
Government of India in April last with reluctance, as military needs were predominant 
in Mesopotamia and on the understanding that there should.be no labour recruitment 
in India by civil authorities for Mesopotamia. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Communications Conference:—On 7th December the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies informed the Governors-General of Australia, New Zealand and South Africa 
that tho Ambassador at Washington had reported that the place and date of the main 
communications conference would probably be discussed at the final meeting of the 
preliminary conference at Washington. The place would probably be Paris, and the 
date was not likely to be earlier than June next. 

On 8th December the following reply was received from the Governor-General of 
New Zealand:—The Government of New Zealand desire to. appoint as their 
representative at the January conference the High Commissioner for New Zealand in 
London, and a communication to this effect has been sent to the High Commissioner. 
My Prime Minister presumes that Sir James Allen will duly be informed when once 
a elate has been fixed for the informal discussion of the matters assigned. 

On 17th December the Governor-General of Australia reported that arrangements
were being made by the Commonwealth representative to take part in the preliminary 
discussion of British and Dominion representatives in regard to matters of common 
interest. 

International Hydrographic Bureau [B.E.R. xxxii., p. 9].—On 10th December the 
Governor-General of Canada informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the 
Government of Canada did not desire at this stage to take any steps to become 
associated with the work of the International Hyclrographic Bureau. 

On 13th December the Governor-General of New Zealand reported that the 
Government of New Zealand did not desire to be represented at present. 

And on the following day the Governor-General of South Africa telegraphed that 
his Ministers considering that the small amount of shipping tonnage registered in the 
Union did not warrant active association with the bureau. 

, Memorial Plaque for the Mercantile Marine.—On 14th December the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies telegraphed to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, and South Africa and to the Governor of Newfoundland as follows :  -
His Majesty the King has sanctioned the presentation of a memorial plaque and 
scroll, similar to those issued in connexion with the combatant services, to the next
of-kin of those members of the mercantile marine who lost their lives through enemy 
action during the war. Detailed regulations governing the award will be sent out as 
soon as possible. Tt is proposed that in order to secure distribution on uniform lines 
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the issue should be made from a central office here under the supervision of the Board 
of Trade, but the Board trust that, as regards next-of-kin of members of the mercantile 
marine who at the-t ime of death were ordinarily resident in the dominions;' the 
dominion Governments will co-operate in ascertaining the names of those : entitled 
and checking applications. 

Clasps for Medals [B.E.R., xxxi, p. 7 ] . - O n 9th.December the Governor-General 
of South Africa informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that his Ministers 
concurred in the proposals made in the latter s telegram of 10th November. 

And on the 12th December the Governor-General of New Zealand reported 
that the Government of New Zealand suggested that the period for clasps for 
the mercantile marine medal should be limited to service in European danger, zones, 
and concurred in the proposals regarding clasps to British war medals. 

Income Tax [B.E.R., xxxi, p. Sj.—The Governor-General of Australia sent the 
following telegram to the Secretary of State for the Colonies:—-The United Kingdom 
proposals for the relief of double taxation within the Empire have been submitted 
to , the royal commission now enquiring into Commonwealth taxation, and the 
Government of the Commonwealth of Australia has suspended the consideration of 
the question until the receipt of the commission^ recommendations. 

On 14th December the Governor-General of South Africa reported that his 
Ministers had informed him that, as the Union income-tax law did not impose double 
taxation, they did not at present contemplate any relief measures. 

Imperial Wireless Scheme [B.E.R., xxiv, p. 7].—On 10th December the Governor-
General of Canada telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies with 
reference to the latteEs telegram of l l t h August, as follows:—In the Dominion of 
Canada wireless telegraphy is under the control of the Naval Service Department, and 
they report that the only point in which Canada is interested would appear to be 
recommendation No. 5, i.e., that, subject to a decision in the conference between the 
Canadian and the Imperial Governments, similar communication should be established 
by valve stations between England and Canada ; my- Government is quite prepared to 
discuss this proposal with the imperial authorities. 

Proposed Agreement ivith the Government of Germany regarding the Restitution of 
Property.—The following telegram was sent on 16th December by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
aud South Africa and to tbe Governor of Newfoundland :—-

In order to facilitate the immediate restitution of British property at present held 
in Germany, in return for certain concessions as to German property under the 
control of His Majesty's Government, it is proposed to enter into an agreement with 
the Government of Germany, to be signed not later than 2Sth December, of which the 
following is a summary:—Article.I .—The departments established in the United 
Kingdom and Germany for the settlement of matters relating to property will imme
diately appoint representatives in Berlin and London who will constitute offices there. 
Article II.—The property of British nationals in Germany, which has been subjected 
to exceptional war measures but not completely liquidated, shall be restored imme
diately on application, in accordance with the provisions of Article 297 (a), free 
of charges for liquidation, administration, &c. The remainder of the article is concerned 
with details as to the method of application. Article III.—Where prohibition or 
restriction exists upon the exportation from Germany of British property 
detained by Germany during the war, a licence to export such property, free 
of all conditions, shall be issued by the competent German authority. Article IV. 
deals with claims by private persons in respect of expenses incurred in the 
maintenance, safe-keeping and administration of British property in Germany. 
It provides that (a) in the case of claims constituting debts within the scope of 
clearing offices, the British clearing office will guarantee to credit to the German 
clearing office such sums as may be admitted or found due, without taking advantage 
of the exceptions contained in parai (6) of Article 296, and para. 4 of the annex 
thereto, (b) Claims in respect of the period up to 10th January 1920, not falling 
within the scope of the clearing offices will be met by the German Government under 
para, (i), Article 297. Any amounts admitted or found due from British nationals by 
the mixed arbitral tribunal, to whose decision they shall in case of dispute be 
submitted in respect of such claims, will be credited to the German Government in 
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the account relating to German property, rights and interests, (c) Claims in respect 
of the period after 10th January 1920, if not admitted by the owner, will be submitted 
for decision to the mixed arbitral tribunal, and the British clearing office will 
guarantee the payment of any amounts admitted or found due from British nationals 
by the tribunal. The obligation of the German Government to restore property free 
of any private lien shall not apply to any property in respect of which the British 
office declines to apply the provisions of this article. Article V. contains details 
as to the preparation of statements showing the condition of the property 
restored. Article VI. states that without prejudice to the rights of His Majesty"s 
Government, or the owner, under paras. 8 and 13, annex, section IV., Part X  , 
Treaty of Versailles, delivery of the documents referred to under Article 13, annex, 
relating to property, &c, falling within Article 297 (a), shall not ordinarily 
be required until restitution of the property. The remainder of the article deals 
with details as to the supply of information and the presentation of documents. 
Article VII. provides that in all relations with German authorities, under the 
preceding articles, British nationals may act personally or through the clearing office 
or other authorized agent. Article VIII. states that signature by a claimant to any 
kind of document in connexion with the restitution of property shall not, unless 
expressly agreed, prejudice any right to compensation which he may have under the 
Treaty of Versailles. Article IX. is concerned with entries in public registers, &c, 
necessary to complete or validate restitution of property. Article X. deals with the 
determination of claims for compensation by British nationals which have been 
notified to the mixed arbitral tribunal. Article XL provides that the British 
Government will be prepared, on application from the German office, London, to 
release from the charge established under the Treaty of Peace, household furniture 
ancl effects, personal belongings, and family souvenirs, and implements of trade 
belonging to German nationals, with the exception of articles of special value up to 
5001., in addition to the amount of the charges for their conservation and insurance 
incurred after 4th August 1914, and up to the date of their release, in any case where 
the competent German authority certifies that the income of the applicant does not 
exceed the equivalent of 400Z. a year at the current rate of exchange. Application for 
such release to be made within six months of the ratification of the agreement. This 
article further provides that, subject to the right of the British authorities to refuse 
permission in any particular case, and to the laws for the time being in force, German 
nationals will be permitted, on the request conveyed to the British clearing office, to bid 
at any sale by auction of their property in the United Kingdom. Article XII. is 
concerned with detailed provisions for the carrying out of Article XL, and 
Article XIII . with the furnishing of information as to German property liquidated, 
sold or registered with the custodian in the United Kingdom, and as to the disposal 
of books of account of businesses liquidated in the United Kingdom. Article XIV. 
provides that, where property, &c, of German nationals, or proceeds thereof, not 
being debts within Article 296, are, or have been, released from the charge created 
under section 4, Part X., the German office, London, will be notified by the British 
clearing office, ancl the property or proceeds will not be accounted for through the 
clearing office. Article XV. contains the ratification clause, and provides that, 
pending ratification, the agreement shall be brought into force as far as administrative 
action is possible. 

The text of the draft agreement is being sent by mail. In view of the difficulty 
of arranging an agreement which would take into account any diversity of 
circumstances, such as the non-adoption of the clearing office system, or the arrange
ments already contemplated for restoring German property in the Dominion between 
the United Kingdom and any of the Dominions which desired similar arrangements, 
it is proposed to limit the agreement to the United Kingdom, and to leave the case of 
any Dominion desiring to adopt the arrangement, with or without modifications, to be 
dealt with by separate agreements. 

CANADA. 

Chinese I m m i g r a t i o n - O n 14th December the following telegram was sent by 
the Governor-General to the Secretary of State for the Colonies:— 

Under the Canadian Chinese Immigration Act, Chinese merchants who are in 
possession of certificates of identity issued by the Government of China and endorsed 



with the vise of British consular officials are admissible to Canada exempt from the head 
tax of $500. Within recent months the practice has grown np ancl is now wide
spread of issuing these certificates with endorsement of British consular officers 
to Chinese labourers, and as a natural consequence, the Canadian law is being evaded 
in a Wholesale way. Owing to the labour conditions existing in British Columbia, 
and the feeling of the residents of that province, ii is imperative that measures 
should be taken to put an end to the irregular practices now prevailing. My 
Ministers desire to urge on the Imperial Government the desirability of instructing 
by telegraph all British consular officers in China to postpone endorsing certificates as 
above mentioned until such time as an officer of the Canadian Immigration 
Department has an opportunity toqnuceed to China to investigate the whole situation. 
My Ministers ask that the Government of Canada may be informed by telegraph of 
any decision arrived at in this matter. 

British-American Nickel Corporation. — On 16th December the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General of Canada as 
follows:— 

Negotiations have been proceeding between Dr. S. Eyde, a Minister in the 
Norwegian diplomatic service, and His Majesty's Government regarding the proposed 
reconstruction of the British-American Nickel Corporation. Substantial progress 
towards a solution of the difficulties has been made. The principles ancl conditions on 
which His Majesty's Government are prepared to concur in the reconstruction scheme 
have been agreed between Dr. Eyde ancl His Majesty's Government and will be 
communicated to the Canadian Government by mail. Dr. Eyde is leaving for Canada 
probably on 17th December. In view of his official position and the importance of 
his mission to Norwegian interests, His Majesty's Government would be glad if the 
Canadian. Government would grant him every possible consideration and facility. 
He speaks in the first instance on behalf of the Norwegian financial interests 
connected with the British-American Nickel Corporation,-but these interests are so 
large ancl the present financial and industrial position of Norway so difficult that the 
Norwegian Government have taken the unusual step of authorizing a Minister in 
the diplomatic service to represent them. Under instructions from the Norwegian 
Government the Norwegian Minister in London has lent Dr. Eyde the full weight.of 
his support. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs : — 

1. According to the preliminary estimate issued by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, the value of the field crops of Canada for 1920 was $1,636,665,000, or 
$184,227,000 more than the 19.1.9 total, and $.264,000,000 in excess of that for 1918. 
The wheat crop is estimated to be worth $536,730,000; and the oats $307,1.21,000. 

2. Speaking at the annual meeting of the Bank of Montreal, Sir Vincent Meredith 
suggested the advisability of a credit corporation to finance foreign trade, ancl Sir 
Frederick Williams-Taylor, the general manager, said: "There is no reason for 
dismay over our national outlook, but there is every reason for sober thought while 
we take stock of our resources ancl prospects." 

3, The attitude of the Canadian delegates at the Assembly of the League of 
Nations at Geneva is strongly supported by the press of Canada. 

4. The Canadian Parliament will probably meet during the second week in 
February. 1 

5. C-anada's coal production this year will be the largest in her experience. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxi, p. 11].--The following message from his Prime Minister was 
transmitted by the Governor-General of Australia to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies on 8th December:— 

As no doubt you have known, certain negotiations have been unofficially under 
way for some time between an executive wool committee in Australia ancl the Director-
General of Raw Materials, London, re the disposal of carry-over wool. This has now 
taken shape, and has been endorsed by the industry. At a conference held in 
Melbourne on the 7th December, particulars of which were telegraphed to the Director-
General, at which representatives of all branches of the Australian wool industry were 
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present, the principles embodied jn; the following, resolution were carried unanimously, 
and..submitted to me for transmission to'His Majesty's Government. I. approve of the 
proposal entirely, and I suggest that, the details of the schcme.be worked out between 
the London officials and the committee on this side. The proposed, scheme includes 
a provision that the British. Governments half, of the Australian carry-over wool be 
sold through the agency of the,proposed ,wool realization association. The following 
are the resolutions passed at the conference :—

- 0 ) That the principle be accepted that the payment of the balance of profits by 
the British Imperial Government to Australian wool growers be in cash (if any in 
hand) and kind, i.e., wool and other assets. e . N 

(2) That a British-Australian wool realization association be established for the 
purpose inter alia to control and dispose of all Australian carry-over wools. 

. The matter is one of vital importance not only to the wool industry but to 
Australia generally. It, is one, too, of extreme urgency. If I am to avoid a crisis 
immediate action, is necessary. Lventure to hope, therefore, that the principles wdll 
be adopted and the details be settled without delay. 

Flour.—-On , Sth December the following message from the Prime Minister was 
transmitted by the Governor-General to,the Secretary of State for the Colonies. :-As 
advised, the royal commission on wheat supplies will not consider the purchase- of 
Australian flour although interested in American and Canadian : this attitude is incoim 
prehensible. While not asking any concession I think our industries should, be put 
at least on a footing of equality with American, particularly as purchases from the. 
latter aggravate English exchange, difficulties, while purchases from Australia will 
tend to equalise the exchange rates between England and Australia and thus 
materially assist British exporters and traders. , 

The Secretary of State, on 17th December, replied to this as follows :—The royal 
commission on wheat supplies inform me that they have not made any purchases of 
North American floi.tr since early in October, and do not propose to make any further
purchases of flour from this or any other source. Flour may be imported into the 
United Kingdom on private account free of any restriction as regards the selling
price. Particulars of purchases' for import on private account have to be furnished to 
the royal commission to enable them to judge of the extent to which the United 
Kingdom requirements in regard to breadstuffs are being met by private trade. 

Certificates of Origin [B.E.B.,\ xv, p. 6].—With reference to the telegram of 
1st April from the Secretary of State, the Governor-General on 20th December 
telegraphed as follows:—The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia would 
be glad if His Majesty's Government will permit its consular representative to 
continue to issue certificates of origin for goods imported from Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, lioilancl, Switzerland, Finland, Belgium, Czecho-Slovakia, and the late 
territories of Austria-Hungary, now incorporated in Italy and the Serb-Croat-Slovene 
kingdom, until the embargo on imports from Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey and 
Bulgaria are removed by the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Freight Rates [B.E.R., xxxi, p. 10].— On 10th December the Secretary, of State 
for the Colonies sent the following reply to the telegram sent on 17th November by 
the Governor-General of New Zealand :— 

The new rate of freight on cheese between New Zealand and England is not 
fixed by His Majesty's Government but is quoted by shipowners for the carriage of 
the new season's cheese which is in. the hands of the private trade, holds being
released from requisition for the purpose. I understand from the Food Controller 
that the shipowners' case for an increase is as follows:—First, since the old rate wras 
fixed the charter rate has been raised from 132s. 6d. to 144s. as from 1st March last. 
Secondly, shipowners' claim when the charter rate was fixed it was not their under
standing that they were to pay out of the charter rate the heavy cost of conveying 
dairy produce to the ports. Thirdly, the charter rate is paid by the Government in 
respect of the total cubic capacity of the ship, and the Government bears the liability 
for dead freight)'but in case of holds released for cheese, that liability falls on tire 
shipowner and is met by an increased rate per lb. With reference to the last sentence 
of your telegram, I understand that the High Commissioner for NeAv Zealand is taking 
up the general question of freight rates with the imperial, shipping committee. 
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Armenia.—On 8th December.the.Governor-General of New Zealand reported that 
the Government,of New Zealand would acquiesce in any.decision arrived at by His 
Majesty's Government with regard , to the resolution adopted by the Assembly of the 
League of Nations in connexion with Armenia. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Assets of Enemy Companies.-—On 4th October the officer administering the 
Government of South Africa sent the following telegram to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies on the subject of enemy assets of companies registered or mainly 
operating in the Union :— 

My Ministers recognize that the removal of assets from normal trustee might 
prejudice the case now sub judice in the United Stales, but they would be glad in view of 
the urgency of the matter to be informed when the case will be heard and when a further 
reply may be expected to my telegrams of 3rd July. The Union custodian is about 
to dispose of the balance of enemy assets; and complication and confusion must arise 
unless all enemy holdings in individual companies can, be disposed of as a whole. 
Unless purchasers can be assured that they are acquiring the whole enemy interest, 
thus eliminating all such interests from companies, offers tendered will probably be 
prejudiced. In order to overcome this difficulty, and pending agreement between the 
Imperial and the Union Governments on the general question of enemy shares and 
proceeds obtained from, sale outside, the Union Ministers suggest and urge strongly that 
in the case of companies registered in the Union the Imperial Government should forth
with cause the release of the balance of such shares now in the hands of and still 
unsold By the Public Trustee, thus enabling the Union custodian to dispose of all 
-enemy assets in such companies. As regards companies registered in Great Britain but 
operating in South Africa, the Ministers suggest that the Public Trustee should 
dispose of all enemy assets, and that the. Union custodian should for this purpose 
release immediately from control the shares of such concerns now within his juris
diction. The Ministers make this latter suggestion on the assumption that the policy 
of the Imperial Government is to dispose of all such enemy assets which will ensure 
in all concerns operating within the Union, a uniform.policy in this respect. 

The Ministers suggest further that, pending an agreement between the two 
-Governments, the Public Trustee and. the Union custodian should, in connexion with 
the disposal of these assets which are subject to this discussion between the Imperial 
And Union Governments be requested to open and keep a special account. 

To this the Secretary of State replied as follows on 10th December :— 
Your telegram of 4th October has been carefully considered. The importance 

of the adoption of a common policy with regard to the. disposal of the enemy 
assets in question is fully realized here, especially in view of the difficulties which 
may be encountered in disposing of large blocks of shares' in companies at a 
reasonable figure. This aspect of the matter has been the subject of discussion 
in the press, which indicates considerable uneasiness in the London market on the 
subject. It is, of course, in the interest of the Public Trustee here, as well as the 
Union custodian, that a proper price should be obtained for the shares with which 
they are respectively concerned, and the Public Trustee desires to facilitate as far 
.as possible the disposal of the balance of enemy holdings, but the question of the 
best means of proceeding requires careful consideration. In this connection the 
Board of Trade and the Public Trustee feel much concern as to certain provisions 
-of sections 3 to 5 of the Union Proclamation 148 of 1920. Information in 
possession of the Public Trustee suggests that the Government of the Union of South 
Africa may contemplate the issue of new documents of title under section 3. Grave 
commercial difficulties, which the existence of duplicate documents of title would 

-create, will be appreciated, and the Board of Trade would be glad to learn whether 
-and to what extent the Union custodian is causing the issue of such documents and 
to what extent the provisions of section 5 are being put into force with regard to 

-companies incorporated .in the United Kingdom. It will be realized that shares in 
such companies and all shares in bearer form in physical possession here are subject 
to the charge in the United Kingdom imposed by the Treaty of Peace Order, 1919, 
and within the jurisdiction of the Public Trustee. Further questions requiring 

-consideration relate to shares already vested in the Public Trustee, shares subject to 
a specific lien or charge in the United Kingdom and shares to -which documents of 
-title are still outside British jurisdiction entirely. In view of the importance and the 



the intricacy, of the questions the Board of Trade suggest that the speediest and best 
method of disposing of them and reaching a settlement satisfactory to both His 
Majesty:s Government and the Government of the Union of South Africa would be for a 
personal discussion to be arranged with the Union custodian and hope that vour 
Ministers may see their way to authorize the Custodian to visit the United Kingdom 
for this purpose. Meanwhile it is earnestly hoped that no action will be taken which 
would tend to conflict with the jurisdiction of the Public Trustee as the United 
Kingdom custodian. 

. - Question oj a South African Republic,—The following telegram was sent by 
ReutePs agent from Capetown on 9th December:— 

General Hertzog, the Nationalist leader, speaking at Brandfort in the Orange 
Free State, declared that although he was firmly convinced that the republican form 
of government was the only one suitable for South Africa, and although he was 
convinced that this form of government would one day materialize, it would be nothing
short of folly to proclaim a republic without clue regard being had to all the circum
stances existing at the time being. 

Mr. Tielmau Poos, one of the leading Nationalists in the Union House of Assembly 
speaking at a big Nationalist meeting in the town hall at Johannesburg, said that he 
did not think it possible for a Hutch republic to he raised in Soutli Africa. That was 
impossible, but what he did say was that it was possible to build up a republic of all 
sections in the country. They must educate the people, and if it took 200 years, their 
independence would come about by constitutional means. 

The Elections.—ReuteFs agent reported as follows from Potchofstroom on 
11th December:— 

General Smuts speaking here to-day dealt with the election prospects and said 
that his appeal had been responded to in a manner which to his mind, was the best 
thing that had happened during his lifetime in the politics of South Africa. I t was 
thought that there would be a landslide in the South African party and that their 
" backvelcl" members would go over to the Nationalists ; they could take it from him 
that there was no fear that there would be any large defection, but it would take some 
time to judge the effect on the Nationalist and Labour parties. He had received many 
indications that an impression had been made especially amongst the moderate 
sections of the Nationalists who were beginning to think most seriously of their 
position and to see more clearly the direction in which things were going. Large 
sections of the Labour party too were becoming apprehensive of the policy of that 
party in regard to the nationalization of the mines, property and industries. In 
conclusion General Smuts stated that the result of his appeal was going to be very 
widespread and the greatest accession of strength to the new party was coming from 
the unattached voters who were sick of party politics and did not belong to any 
party at all. 

South African Politics.—Telegraphing from Pretoria on 15th December, ReutePs 
agent said that the National Federal Council had issued a lengthy manifesto recapitu
lating the Nationalist conception of the constitutional position, reiterating i t s 
insistence on the right to secession, and denying that the, Nationalists had changed 
their attitude as.regarded independence and secession or that the Nationalists stood 
for immediate secession, which'must be based on the broad basis of the wishes of the 
people. The manifesto also denied that the Nationalist party was racial, and 
declared that it welcomed anyone accepting its principles and South Africa as his
fatherland. 

N E W F O U N D L A N D . 

Wireless Communications [B.E.R., xxx, p. 12] . -Refer r ing to his telegram of 30th 
October, the Governor of Newfoundland, on 17th December, sent the following
telegram to the Secretary of State :— 

My Ministers at the Council meeting to-day showed irritation at the delay in the
matter, as,, although it is necessary to obtain the approval of the legislature, they 
hoped to push on with certain works. My Ministers urge that they are entitled to
know whether there are any definite Imperial interests which would be affected, since 
they expect a considerable revenue under the new contracts, and are anxious to 
commence local work pending the receipt of the views of His Majesty's Government. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

Relief of Unemployment.—The following paragraph is taken from the Report of 
the Ministry of Labour for the week ending 1st January 1921 :—The situation with 
regard to unemployment continues to cause great uneasiness. The measures which 
the Government propose to take with a view to mitigating distress were outlined by 
the Minister in the House of Commons on the 21st December. They involve the 
drafting of not less than 50,000 ex-Service- men into the building t rades; the con
struction of arterial roads ; the amendment of the Unemployment Insurance Act, 
1920, by making it possible, up to the 31st March 1921, for unemployed persons in 
insured trades to receive eight weeks' benefit irrespective of the number of contribu
tions paid in respect of them ; and the establishment of a central committee to 
administer a fund of 3,000,0001. which will be allocated to the local authorities for 
the inauguration of relief wrorks. This committee will be known as the Unemploy
ment Grants Committee. , 1 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

Reuter Service [B.E.R., xxvii, p. 8].—On 24th December the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies informed the Governors of Kenya and the Uganda Protectorate, the 
British Resident at Zanzibar, and the Governors of Nyasaland, the Straits Settle
ments and Hong Kong, that the special Reuter service of 6,000 words per month was 
being continued for three months from 1st January on the existing conditions. 

EGYPT. 

Protest from Tanta.—On 20th December the following telegram, with numerous 
signatures, was sent from Tanta:—-We, the undersigned representatives of the 
merchants, engineers, doctors, notables, members of the municipal council of Tanta, 
Egypt, protest strongly against the protectorate that was declared on 18th December 
1914, in spite of the wishes of the Egyptian people. We are heart and soul with the 
Egyptian delegation, and do not agree to any official pourparlers unless the declaration 
of the protectorate be withdrawn. . 

INDIA. 

The Frontier Situation [B.E.R., xxxiii, p. 2],—Telegraphing [No. 224] on 
16th December the Viceroy reported the probable advance at once of the Wana 
column, owing to the inability of the peace party among the Waziris to induce the 
hostile section to. adhere to the proposed settlement. 

On 20th December the Viceroy telegraphed [No. 562] that operations had been 
resumed in consequence of the failure of the Wana Waziris to comply with our 
terms. In their advance to Dargai Oba on 16th December the Wana column had met 
with some sniping, resulting in a few casualties, while a column from Port Sandeman, 
intended to re-occupy the posts of Mir Ali Khel and Minghal Kot, had reached Brunj 
without opposition. On 23rd December the Wana column was reported as having 
advanced to Karab Kot on 19th December with slight opposition. The Fort 
Sandeman column re-occupied Mir Ali Khel without incident on ISth December. 

On 30th December the A^iceroy reported [No. 226] that all was quiet at Wana, 
small parties near Kotkai having been dispersed with some loss to the Waziris. 



Mission to Kabul [B.E.R., xxxiii, p. 2].—Referring to the decision to send a 
mission to Rabid under Sir Henry Dobbs, tbe Viceroy reported on 29th December 
that he had received a reply from the Amir, dated ten days earlier, in which the 
latter expressed great pleasure that his proposal had been agreed to. Arrangements 
were being made for the reception of the mission on the Frontier on 5th January. 
The AmiFs reply concluded with the expression of an earnest desire for friendship. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent on the 23rd and 
30th December :—-

I. (23rd December) .—Bombay.-I t has been reported that the moderates, the 
extremists and the Labour party are preparing a memorial to the British Cabinet for 
a fresh declaration of policy, to the effect that India will obtain full responsible 
government within a specified period ; will ask for the repeal of repressive legislation, 
and for sterner Government action against military and civil officers criticized in 
connexion with the Punjab disturbances. Tilak institutions are being opened in 
nearly all the principal towns, but at the same time the students' situation is 
improving. The establishment of such institutions is due to a desire to show respect 
for Tilak in a concrete form, rather than on account of the secession of students 
from Government-aided institutions. Some intercepted correspondence shows cou
siderable divergence of opinion regarding the support to be given to Kidwai, now 
editor of the Islamia News, formerly the Muslim Outlook. Mohained Ali declared that 
no funds should be provided, while Shaukat Ali and Abdul Bari urged the immediate 
cabling of funds. 

Madras.—In continuation of my telegram of 11th December, this is a fuller report 
of the Buckingham mills riot in Madras. There has been a lock-out at the mills 
siuce 20th October, since when ho regular employee has been at work ; coolies, 
however, are being taken daily to the mills to keep things in order and to unload 
consignments. At the end of October, complaints were made of assaults on these 
coolies by the regular hands, police protection was asked for, and a guard was posted 
at the mills. The police were withdrawn on an assurance being given by the mill 
hands that no violence would be attempted. The undertaking was observed throughout 
November, but on 2nd December a cart sent for supplies was attacked and looted. 
Police guards were placed on lorries cany ing coolies from (? the harbour) to the mills. 

On 8th December one lorry was attacked and three coolies were injured. Again on 
the 9th, a lorry attacked the police who were attempting to arrest the assailants. On 
the evening of the 9th, a larger escort was detailed to escort the lorries. One lorry was 
attacked by large crowds with stones ; the police, armed only with lathis, succeeded 
in arresting two assailants. Several constables and the driver of the lorry were hit 
with stones, and one man was severely wounded. On the second journey from the 
mills, there was a more persistent attack, and the Deputy-Commissioner of Police 
ordered fire to prevent the men from being overwhelmed. Three rounds were fired, 
and the crowd dispersed. At night a further journey had to be made. A lorry con
taining the Commissioner, the Deputy-Commissioner and three European mill em
ployees, was stoned violently, and again three rounds of buckshot were fired. The lorry 
stopped to see whether any of crowd had been hit, but it would have been dangerous 
to disperse the force, and no casualties were found in the immediate vicinity. 
Sixteen persons were wounded ; 8 men, 1 woman and 6 boys who have since been 
admitted to hospital. One died shortly after admission, and another on the 12th. 
Eleven of the 16, including the boy whose death was first reported, are, or have been, 
mill employees. I t is reported by the Madras Government that they have no doubt 
that the firing was absolutely necessary. The police on all these journeys .were 
submitted to. the most trying form of attack. Nearly all of (? them) were frequently 
hit by s tones -some seriously—but discipline -was maintained throughout, and 
recourse to the use of firearms was postponed to the utmost extent compatible with 
safety. A warning would have been futile, as it would have been inaudible in the 
uproar prevailing. There have been no further disturbances since the 9th, and the 
harbour coolies are able to proceed to the mills and ('? back) without molestation. An 
objectionable article appeared in the Independent newspapier, Allahabad, accusing the 
Commissioner of Police of the deliberate intention of taking out his men to murder 
labourers. We have suggested to Madras that they should instruct the Commissioner 
of Police either to prosecute or to sue the editor for defamation. 

Bengal.—The elections passed off quietly, but all the results have not yet been 
received. Gandhi's visit has had no practical effect, and the situation in the schools 



and colleges is steadily improving. An attempt is being made by C. R. (? Das) to
pack the Nagpur congress with delegates opposed to the full programme of non
co-operation. The strikes in the Howrah jute mills are ended. No further 
developments are reported in the mining area. Mr. Fazlnl (sic) Huq, presiding over 
the Bengal Mohamedan conference, denounced the boycott of the schools, and 
described the movement as immoral, unjust and selfish. It would reduce 
Mohamedans in India to a position of political helots. 

United Provinces.—The centre of political attention has been the elections. In 
the contested constituencies 33 per cent, of the electors voted. Although the non
co-operators were active, nothing untoward occurred beyond the disturbances at 
Meerut and Agra reported last week. The new Council will be fairly evenly divided 
between legal practitioners and landholders. Gandhi and the non-co-operators were
completely defeated at the court of the Hindu Universi ty; they also failed at the 
Allahabad College. 

Punjab.—Taken as a whole, the elections passed off satisfactorily. In political 
centres the non-co-operators succeeded to some extent in dissuading voters from going 
to the polls, but in the rural areas their influence was less felt and the smallness 
of the voting is attributable to lack of canvassing, to apathy and to the exigencies of 
agriculture. The Lahore disturbances have already been reported. Strenuous efforts, 
are being made by the extremists to boycott Government-aided educational institutions. 
Much excitement has been created, but owing to the absence of suitable substitutes 
for the existing schools, the movement is likely to remain Unpopular. Khalsa College, 
Amritsar, and Islamia College, Lahore, have been reopened. The situation as regards 
the Sikhs continues to deteriorate. A Sikh dewanheld at Jullunclur, lasting six clays, 
was attended by the principal extremist leaders, and very violent speeches, advocating 
the full programme of non-co-operation were delivered. The prominent speaker, a 
Sikh agitator, for whose arrest for sedition a warrant had been issued, is now a 
fugitive from justice, but he has been actively assisted by the disaffected Sikhs of 
the neighbourhood. On the strong representation of the local Government, which 
regards the situation in the Sikh districts as critical, we have decided to apply the 
Seditious Meetings Act to the whole of the Lahore and Jullundur divisions, but have 
rejected the request that the local Government should be empowered to proclaim any 
district in the Punjab, as going beyond the necessities of the case, and dangerous, as 
it might provoke widespread disobedience which would be difficult to deal with. 
Police officers are freely5 insulted at public meetings, and threatened, and find it 
increasingly difficult to obtain an accurate record of speeches. With the exception of 
the Jul lundur division, however, the feeling in the rural areas is reported to be almost 
untouched by the political agitation. 

Delhi.—(? Much) disturbed for the causes reported in last week's telegram. Four 
leading obstructionists are being prosecuted for their part in the disgraceful incident 
attending the funeral of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Ahad. A. demonstration took 
place on .10th December, in Juma Masjid (?worcl omitted) Imam, due to fatwas in 
favour of non-co-operation announced at the ulema conference last month ; Hakim 
-Ajmal Khan deplored excesses by social boycott, especially the conduct at the funeral 
and the demonstration against the Imam, and publicly reprimanded the populace 
at the mosque. The trial of the four persons is followed with close interest by the
public. The caliphate paper currency is in considerable circulation in the city and 
the schemes propounded for the provision of caliphate silver has backing. The 
proceeds of the sale of the paper is to be devoted to the minting of caliphate rupees, 
professing to be of slightly greater value than the standard rupee. They will be 
banked at the caliphate committee's offices and issued in exchange for note issues. 
There has been no issue of coins yet so far as is known. There is no doubt that 
Delhi is one of the (? centres) of sedition, and that it is more prevalent here than 
anywdiere else. We are considering what action, if any, will lie required to counter 
this during the Duke's visit. A strike occurred amongst the employees of the Delhi 
Electric Light and Tramway Company, but the cause was mainly industrial though 
there was a political undercurrent. The management has been able to continue the 
lighting, and the Government power-house is not affected. 

North-West Frontier Province.--Political interest has centred in Peshawar. 
There has been an appreciable widening of the cleavage between Hindus and 
Mohamedans since the visit of Colonel Wedgwood. At a meeting convened to 
condole over the death of Maulana Mahmud-ul-Hassan, the caliphatists openly accused 
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the Hindus of lukewarmness ; and the Hindus displayed little or no tendency to 
associate with national non-co-operation. 

Bihar ancl Orissa.—Ganclhi's tour in Bihar ancl Orissa appears to have had little 
effect, though he addressed large audiences, in Ghamparan, and at Batna promised 
complete swaraj within nine months. We had had some disquieting reports of the 
situation in the coalfields, but the strike in the Standard Colliery Company came,to an 
-end on the 12th, the management promising a 20 per cent, increase. If the mining 
association grant the same increase in the other collieries a general strike in the coar
fields in the near future is unlikely, discontent being confined to the more highly-paid 
skilled labourers, who in the first instance were granted an increase of pay proportionately 
less than that granted to the unskilled ancl low paid labourer. The local Government 
has the situation well ip hand, and has made arrangements in advance to deal with the 
emergency, should it arise, while avoiding any premature display of force. The 
Government of Bihar ancl Orissa and the Bengal Government are in communication 
so as to ensure harmonious action. The latest information is that Gandhi is directing 
his emissary, a so-called swami, to leave the coalfields. 

General.—Gandhi has denounced the social boycott, hut has declared that his 
followers should take absolutely no part in functions during the Duke of Connaughfs 
visit. Both parties work for the Nagpur congress—C. R. Das and the Bengal leaders 
making a determined attempt to oust Gandhi, but the latter will not give way easily. 
-On the whole, however, non-co-operation does not appear to be meeting with airy large 
measure of success except in parts of the Punjab and Delhi, though his influence over 
the masses is gaining strength. Colonel Wedgwood caused considerable excitement 
in his visit to Burma, among the students. He has followed up his previous attack 
on the Punjab Government, replied to by (sic) that Government, whom he charged 
with jerrymandering the constituencies, by another ancl more (? detai led attack. 
The main charge relates to the increase in communal representation—presumably the 
Sikh representation is meant—residential cjualification for candidates, grouping of 
urban areas, segregation of the latter from the rural areas, official representation of 
landlords, ancl the extension of the franchise to headmen. We are asking the Punjab 
Government to reply. 

II . (30th December).—The week has been relatively quiet, politicians waiting on 
the congress meeting. The brief press report of the congress received shows that 
22,000 delegates were present with many visitors. The prominent congressmen 
attended. Great enthusiasm prevailed on the opening clay, though some disorder ancl 
-confusion, ancl in the " subjects " discussion and afterwards more disorder ; e.g., in 
the Bengal delegates' camp a scuffle occurred in which some delegates were slightly 
injured, the majority being opposed to a programme relating to the boycott of 
-educational institutes. The general " subjects " Committee meeting of yesterday 
was engaged in an animated discussion of Gandhis resolution for the change of 
the congress creed, %.&., the attainment of swaraj by all legitimate ancl peaceful 
means. A report is current that while moderate thinkers are against the change, 
the other party would go much further, advocating a republic in India. The sub
committee^ recommendation, embodying important portions of Gandhi's resolution, 
was eventually carried by a large majority. The outstanding point in the pres idents 
opening speech on the 26th was that the people of India must demand the fulfilment 
-of the original compact, by which the rulers are bound to give full responsible 
government, by an instrument in writing, including a declaration of fundamental 
rights and a constitution similar to that of the United Kingdom ancl the Dominions. 
The British system of parliamentary responsibility, in his view the best, should be 
created immediately in India by letters patent or instructions to the Secretary of State ; 
die characterized the statement in the preamble of the Government of India Act, 1919, 
that it was for the British Parliament to grant responsible government, and that the 
British must judge the time and measure of the gradual steps proposed in this 
behalf, as a preposterous and extraordinary claim which Parliament could not advance. 
Dealing with non-co-operation, he maintained that Gandhis movement violated no 
constitution, whereas the British system of administration (is) based on non-co
operation of the conqueror against the conquered. As to the items in the programme 
(corrupt group) he considered the renunciation of titfes a small matter and that 
the renunciation of honorary offices should not include the surrender of magistracies 
or judgeships. As the pledges of the reforms scheme were questionable, the 
boycott of elections could not be regretted. He indicated the clangers of non-co
operation :—(1) the discipline imposed should not imply absolute surrender of private 
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judgment ; (2) the propaganda carried on should not create great animosities,. 
e.g., between the advocates and the opponents of non-co-operation. 

He was in favour of the British connexion if compatible with honour, or on 
ecpial terms. He examined the . alleged Indian grievances: (1) Repressive 
legislation; (2) the Punjab disturbances; (3) the Caliphate ; (4) the treatment of 
Indians iu the colonies; and (5) inadequate reforms. He thought non-cooperation 
the proper weapon to use to secure from England a fulfilment of these demands, 
but objected to the boycott of educational institutions and to the withdrawal of 
lawyers from practice. Arbitration courts could not supersede the organized 
tribunals. He described his own programme as nation-building in earnest, to be
effected by developing and perfecting the congress organization so as to bring about 
the unification of the people and the establishing and augmenting the national 
spirit by educating the masses, collecting large funds, and empowering a special 
committee to look after the different lines of activity. But he attached the 
greatest importance to (two corrupt groups) of the questions, namely, to the
em2oloyment (of) means of converting not only the personnel of the Executive-
Government, but also non-official exploiters to the new angle of vision. 

There is little to report from the provinces; the latest reports received dealing 
with events prior to the congress. Bengal report a good deal of intimidation of 
voters during the elections, mainly confined to general appeals, though some students, 
interfering with voters, had to be arrested ; they were released with a warning. The 
small polling among the Mohamedan electorate was due to the apathy and obscurity 
of the Mohamedan candidates as much as to non-co-operation. The situation in the 
schools and colleges is steadily improving, and there are indications that parents are
exerting their authority. Gandhi and Shaukat Ali's tour before the congress fell 
extremely flat, and it is doubtful if enough subscriptions were raised to pay for the 
trip. Gandhi opened the National Institution on the day of his arrival, but the effect 
of his speech was small ; and Muhammad Ali's open avowal of an intention to
destroy the existing schools and colleges before others were ready, frightened the 
extremists and provoked a protest from the Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper. 
Non-co-operation in practice may be said to be dead in Bengal; Gandhi is regarded 
with veneration, but his programme is regarded with the tolerance extended to 
children's games. Colonel Wedgwood interviewed the extremist leaders in Calcutta, 
but his advice was not palatable, and he is viewed with a certain amount of 

. suspicion by Bengali politicians. In the Central Provinces there has been some-
what more political activity than usual during the last fortnight owing to the 
congress at Nagpur. In some districts paid lecturers were employed to disseminate 
non-co-operation, and attempts have been made to spread the movement to villages, 
but they have met with little success and the pleaders refuse to surrender their 
practice. There have been some manifestations of a little unrest in some schools at a 
few centres, but as yet there has been no real response to the call of boycott. 

Jinnah, a believer in non-co-operation, addressing the students of Fergusson 
College, Bombay, expressed the view that Gandhi s move was premature and his 
programme harmful and impracticable in the present state of political consciousness, 
and urged the students to take no active part in politics. Khaparde also issued a 
memorandum on non-co-operation showing that the avoidance of contract -with the 
de facia Government affords no training ground for the development of the political 
sense, and, while it may strengthen the power of endurance, it cannot breed energy or 
resourcefulness or practical wisdom. 

A. report of the conference of the peasant delegates from the United Provinces 
shows the growing strength of the agrarian movement referred to in a previous weekly 
telegram. Resolutions condemning landlords' high-handedness, pressing for the 
complete deletion of the ejectment laws from the Statute Book, approving the special 
congress non-co-operation, and urging (? the repeal) (? the grant) of mortgage and 
sale right in peasant holdings, were passed. 

The appointment of Chintamani and Sapru has been well received except in 
extremist circles, but the selected ministers in Madras have been criticized on the
ground that the persons selected represent only one communal section. The appoint
ment of executive councils of four members in Bombay and Madras has also been 
criticized. 



THE DOMINIONS. 

Proposed Agreement with the Government of Germany regarding the Restitution of 
Property [B.E.IP, xxxiii, p. 9]:—On 16th December the following telegram was sent 
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Covernors-General of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, and the Governor of Newfoundland with 
reference to his telegram sent on 16th December :— 

It will be observed that the proposed agreement with the Government of 
Germany as worded refers to "Bri t ish nat ionals" without qualification as to the 
country of residence. The established policy of His Majesty's Government is to hold 
that rights conferred by existing commercial treaties on British subjects generally 
enure to the benefit of all British subjects, even if connected by birth or residence 
with a part of the Empire to which the treaty does not apply ; but this standpoint 
cannot be adopted in the case of new treaties if the foreign Power concerned objects and 
the objections cannot be overcome. In the present case it seems clear that the 
Government of Germany will object to the benefit of the agreement enuring to 
British nationals resident in a part of the British Empire whose Government does not 
confer reciprocal privileges, and in the circumstances it would be difficult to overcome 
such objections. But if British nationals resident in self-governing Dominions are to 
lie treated as outside the scope of the agreement, it is desirable, in order that the 
position under existing treaties may not be prejudiced, that this result should not 
appear to be a corollary to the exclusion of the Dominions from the scope of the 
agreement, but rather as the outcome of a special arrangement. It is considered that 
this could best be effected by an exchange of notes stating specifically that it is agreed 
that the stipulations of the agreement relative to British nationals cannot be invoked 
in respect of British nationals ordinarily resident and British companies incorporated 
in a part of the Empire to which the agreement does not extend. 

Proposed Meeting of Ike Imperial Cabinet [B.E.R., xxx, p. 6.]—The following 
telegram from the Governor-General of New Zealand was received by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies on 24th December : - M y Prime Minister wishes me to state, 
for the information of the Imperial Prime Minister, that he regrets that, unless some
thing of serious moment should occur which would make his attendance at the 
meetings of the Imperial Cabinet, particularly essential or desirable, it will not be 
possible for him to leave New Zealand next year. The fear of an industrial upheaval 
is his main reason for this decision. 

CANADA. 

The Overseas Settlement Committee,-On 21st December the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies telegraphed to the Governor-General as follows :— 

His Majesty's Government are anxious to consult at an early date with the 
Governments of the self-governing Dominions as to the possibility of initiating on a 
large scale a policy of State-aided settlement within the Empire based on mutual 
co-operation between the Governments concerned. 

The objects in view would be to meet the exceptional conditions which have 
resulted from the war, to distribute and use the population of the Empire to the best 
advantage, to develop the cultivation of land and other natural resources, and to 
ensure that the largest possible proportion of the population likely to leave the United 
Kingdom in the near future should be attracted to the Dominions and be available to 
strengthen and build up their national life, and not be diverted to foreign countries. 

His Majesty's Government trust that it may be possible to arrange a special 
conference on this question early in the Newr Year and that the Canadian Government 
will be able to appoint a representative at this conference. February is suggested as 
a convenient date. 

Senator Millen of Australia is already over on this side to initiate a new and 
enlarged policy of settlement which the Commonwealth Government propose to 
develop, and would presumably represent Australia. He can stay here until the end 
of February or, if necessary, the end of March. If the Canadian Government can be 
represented, the Governments of New Zealand and South Africa will be also invited 
to appoint representatives. 



Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs :— 

(1) The total immigration into Canada for 1.920 reached 150,000, of whom 
80,000 came from the United Kiugdom and 50,000 from the United States. The 
total immigration into Canada during the 23 years ended 1920 is 3,700,000, of whom 
1,367,000 came from the United Kingdom. 

- (2) Sixty United States manufacturing firms daring 1920 announced their 
intention to build or acquire branch factories in Canada. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Incident at Broome.—The following telegrams were received on the' dates 
mentioned from the Governor of Western Australia :  

(1) 21st December . - In the north-west of Western Australia a serious conflict has 
occurred between the Japanese of Broome, 1,000 strong, and the Koepangers [a mixed 
seafaring population, mostly Malays], and apparently white m e n are also involved. It 
is reported in the evening newspapers that the British of Broome demand the deporta
tion of Japanese as being detrimental. The pearl industry (several groups unde
cypherable) must, aggravate the situation. The towns are being guarded by returned 
soldiers and practically all the white residents have been sworn in as special 
constables. ' My Premier has asked the Commonwealth Prime Minister,to send a 
man-of-war, but so far no answer has been received. If, not presumptuous, might I 
suggest privately that a British man-of-war might visit Broome' quickly, as if in 
ordinary routine, if one is in the neighbourhood ? Unless the situation is carefully 
watched, it is difficult to know what may happen. Several deaths are reported. I 
have telegraphed to the Governor-General of Australia. 

(2) 22nd D e c e m b e r . - 1 am informed by my Ministers that the condition of 
affairs at Broome is considerably improved. Two Japanese have been killed and 
several wounded, several whites and other natives have been wounded. 

(3) Same date.—Althoughmy Ministers hope that matters at Broome are quiescent, 
the^ evening telegrams describe the Japanese attitude as most hostile. Replying 
to the request of the Premier for a warship the Prime Minister declares that, as all 
warships are in Sydney, he is unable to send a warship, to Broome under 14 days. 
I P is also stated that the white population at Broome have telegraphed to the Prime 
Minister to send a warship. The coloured population is largely in excess at Broome. 

(4) 23rd December.—Recent reports are quite satisfactory. 

The Governor-General also telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
on the same subject, his telegram being received on 27th December :  -

Referring to the telegram of 21st December from the Governor of Western 
Australia to you on the subject of a riot amongst the aliens at Broome, my Prime 
Minister informs me that the Premier of Western Australia on 21st December 
communicated with him suggesting the despatch of a warship, but promised to 
furnish information later. The Prime Minister stated in his reply that all warships 
are at present in the vicinity of Sydney and that to reach Broome it would - take 
14 days, but the Commonwealth Government is awaiting the further advice promised 
by the Premier. My Prime Minister states that the next advice received by him was 
a copy of the GovernoFs telegram of 21st December to you through my responsible 
Ministers when arrangements were made to sendTI.M.A.S. Geranium. This vessel 
left for Broome yesterday, where, I understand, that order has now been restored; 
the Japanese and Malays are not permitted to mix. Ono hundred Japanese having 
comjDleted their indentures leave Broome to-day by S.S; Minderoo; a number of 
Japanese have been arrested, for exciting to riot and carrying firearms, the firearms 
being delivered up to the authorities. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxxiii, p. 11],—Referring to the Prime MinisteFs message 
transmitted by the Governor-General on Sth December, the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies sent t h e following telegram on 31st December :  -

The following is for your Prime Minister from the Minister of Munitions : — 
Immediate and anxious consideration has been given to your telegram of Sth 

December. I t is recognized by His Majesty's Government that Australia is deeply 



interested in the methods to be adopted for realizing the heavy carry-over wool now 
held by His Majesty's Government, and that naturally much anxiety is caused 
amongst the Commonwealth wool growers by the very great fall in wool prices, and. 
the difficulty in selling wool at any price. It will, however, be equally realized by the 
Commonwealth Government that great anxiety is caused to His Majesty's Goyera
ment, and to the British public, by the depressed condition of the textile industry i n 
this country, which involves much unemployment. You will also know that British 
public opinion is strongly opposed to the formation of combines or trusts which 
may have injurious effects on the consumer. Your proposals, therefore, can only be 
accepted by His Majesty's Government on the condition that completely satisfactory 
assurances are given that the operations of the association will be conducted with 
due regard to the legitimate interests of the British consumer, and to the maintenance 
and, if possible, the increase of the trade relations in wool and wool products already 
existing between Australia and this country. I am glad to say that I am led to 
believe, by recent exchanges of views between this Ministry and Sir John Higgins' 
committee, that the required assurances regarding the policy of the association will 
be readily forthcoming. His Majesty's Government will also have to stipulate that 
the cany-over wool shall be sold by the association as promptly as market conditions 
will permit. It will be further stipulated that at any time the agency arrangements 
may be revoked by His Majesty's Governmeut if the conduct of the association^ 
business gives ground for dissatisfaction. Subject to this being arranged, which. 
I believe Sir John Higgins' committee will readily agree to, His Majesty's 
Government have decided to accept in principle your proposal to liquidate the 
Australian section of the imperial wool purchase account at the earliest possible date, 
and to hand over to the Commonwealth Government half of the surplus assets, 
ascertained to exist on the agreed settling day, in final settlement of the reciprocal 
obligations under the three wrool purchase contracts. Subject to an agreement being
arrived at between Sir John Higgins, representing the wool growers, and the Minister 
of Munitions on certain important details, which are at present being discussed direct 
by telegram, His Majesty's Government are also willing to assent to the formation of 
the British Australian wool realization association. His Majesty's Government are 
willing that their half of the Australian carry-over wool shall be sold through the 
agency of the proposed association. I request that the acceptance of your proposals 
shall not at present be announced publicly. Before.this is done it is desired to arrive 
at a complete agreement with Sir John Higgins' committee on all the essential details. 
It is hoped, moreover, to arrange with the consent of all parties that the New Zealand 
carry-over wool shall be also sold through the agency of the proposed association. I duly 
received your telegram of 6th December, but it is superseded by the later message. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxx, p. 9].—The Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies on 3rd January as follows:— 

The Government of New Zealand is going closely into the present-day wool 
position, having regard to its vital bearing upon the financial position of the producers, 
and of the Dominion as a whole. The sales lately held in New Zealand have resulted 
in only a relatively small proportion being realized, at prices vyhich are extremely 
reasonable, even under existing conditions. A greater quantity could have been sold 
had not the growers generally stood firm for reasonable prices. My Government 
appreciates highly the present action of the Director of Raw Materials in holding up 
the market in England, thus aiding the sale of the current New Zealand clip, and 
greatly assisting the producers in meeting a difficult position, The Government of 
New Zealand sincerely trusts that, in. the possible event of any change of control, His 
Majesty's Government will take such steps as will ensure without doubt that the 
New Zealand wool it is holding will continue to be strongly held, with full regard to 
the necessities and the proper interests of the growers, who even under the best 
conditions of realization will necessarily have to face serious difficulties for a few 
years to come until the existing accumulation can be cleared off. It must be borne 
in mind that consequent on the increased cost of labour and of all the material 
required to be purchased by producers, the purchasing power of a bale of wool under 
current conditions is probably less than at any time during the present generation, 
while the New Zealand producers are further handicapped by high shipping freights 
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for all produce. The Government of New Zealand, while realizing the difference
between New Zealand ancl Australian conditions, is watching with keen interest the 
negotiations now in progress between His Majesty's Government and Australia i n 
connexion with control of sale of Australian wool. (See also under Australia, p. 8.) 

Referring to his telegram of 5th November [B.E.R., xxx, p. 9 ] , the Secretary of 
State on 4th. January despatched the following message from the "Minister of Munitions 
for the Prime Minister of New Zealand :— . 

You will no doubt be greatly interested in the following details regarding the 
negotiations now going on with the Commonwealth Government relative to carry-over
wool. On 7th December unanimous resolutions were communicated to Mr. Hughes 
by a representative conference of wool growers. He adopted these resolutions and 
immediately cabled to His Majesty's Government urging their acceptance. The 
Australian proposal is briefly as follows :— 

(1) That wool purchase contracts should, be finally liquidated by the payment of 
the balance of profits to the. Australian wool growers in kind, i.e., half the 
stock of wool and half the surplus cash to be handed over. Roughly the 
Australian share is estimated at 900,000 bales of wool valued at7,000,000L 
sterling. 

(2) That these Australian assets should be capitalized at about 20,000,0001; 
sterling in the form of a British Australian wool realization association, 
individual sheep farmers being handed paid-up scrip in lieu of a cash 
dividend. 

(3) That the British half of the Australian wool, namely about 900,000 bales, 
should be sold through the agency of the proposed association who would 
charge a selling commission calculated to cover working costs. 

His Majesty's Government will probably accept the proposal, in spite of 
considerable criticisms from certain sections here, because they realize how difficult 
the position of wool growers now is, and they are most reluctant to refuse any 
facilities within their power which it is thought may improve matters. As you are 
aware, the position, of the New Zealand section of the wool account is radically 
different from that of the Australian section. The undistributed profits, on New 
Zealand wool are estimated at a little under 8,000,000L before writing down stocks, 
bu t it is feared that the loss on present stocks estimated to cost, approximately, 
22,000,000i., will, substantially exceed the undistributed profits on wool sold 
since 31st March 1919. In these circumstances, as the entire proceeds of the 
wool in hand will, be insufficient to cover the advances made by His Majesty's 
Treasury unless a remarkable improvement in the wool market takes place, no 
further dividend is likely to be available for your wool growers. 1 feel no 
doubt that you will be satisfied that the Australian proposals would indirectly 
contribute to improve the market for New Zealand wool. His Majesty's Government 
feel that, in the event of the proposed association being established next month, it 
will be proper to hand over to that association the sale of the New Zealand wool, 
under proper safeguards that the sale shall be conducted to the best advantage 
ancl to the entire satisfaction of His Majesty's Government, the agency arrangements 
being revoked if these conditions are not fulfilled. On this important matter, I shall 
be glad to have your observations as early as possible. For the present please make 
no public statement. 

Your telegram of 3rd January has been received and communicated to the 
Minister of Munitions. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Dissolution of the House of Assembly.— On 31st December His Royal Highness 
the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies that the 
House of Assembly had been dissolved by proclamation that day. Nomination day 
was fixed for 14th January, and polling day for 8th February. 

Renter Service.—The telegram printed, above under "Colonies, &c," was also sent 
to the Governor-General. 

General Smuts' Election Tour.—GeuteFs agent telegraphed as follows from 
Capetown On 29th December:— 

The Prime MinisteFs great election tour is making a deep impression throughout 
the Union. At Carolina, in the Transvaal, where General Smuts had a great 



reception, he made a most eloquent appeal for a broad and statesmanlike outlook b y 
the nation, as against any policy of national selfishness. 

Referring to the part he had played in the League of Nations, he remarked that 
his opponents said the League would be a failure, and they said his work in South 

' Africa would also be a failure, but he thought they were both going to be a great 
success, because if the League of Nations failed, then the world had failed, and 
human nature had failed. If they were unable to have peace, goodwill, understanding 
and magnanimity among the white people of South Africa, then South Africa was not 
only a failure, but was doomed and had no future. He also declared that if the 
nations of Europe failed to develop mutual respect and goodwill, European 
civilization was doomed. 

The policy of the late General Botha and himself, a policy of conciliation, was 
bound to succeed, and the policy they had been following in South Africa had been 
followed in other coun t r i e s - in England itself and in America, 'a hotch-potch of 
peoples. Yet the United States would lead the world; it was going to be far and 
away the greatest country on earth, and in another century it would be the greatest 
mainstay of the white races of the world. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The Unemployment Situation.—The following paragraph is taken from the Report 
of the Ministry of Labour for the week ending 15th January :— 

The unemployment situation shows no signs of improvement; on the contrary, 
the number of unemployed persons steadily increases. The week under -review has 
seen a general hardening on the part of Labour against the Governments proposals. 
The workers' representatives on the joint industrial councils connected with Govern
ment industrial establishments demanded, at a meeting held on the 10th Jannary, 
that short-time working should not be accompanied by any reduction in wages, and 
strong protests have been made by the workers employed at the royal dockyards 
against the Governments short-time proposals. Of more significance is the attitude 
of the executive of the Labour party and the parliamentary committee of the trades 
union congress, who met in London on' the l l t h January, and decided to refuse to 
co-operate in tbe Governments proposed inquiry into unemployment, and strongly 
condemned the Governments short-time proposals. The meeting also decided to 
draw up a definite programme and policy with regard to unemployment, and, after 
securing its approval by a national joint conference representative of both bodies, to 
br ing all possible pressure on the Government to secure its acceptance. Attention 
has already been called in this report to the tendency of the unemployed, especially 
in London, to organize distress committees and manage their own relief funds. 
I t will be observed that the attempt is now being made to organize the unemployed 
on a national basis, and to co-operate with the organized Labour movement with a 
view to compelling the Government, by means of a general strike, if necessary, to 
adopt the policy of the provision of work or full maintenance for the unemployed, as 
well as the early re-establishment of trade with Russia and recognition of the Soviet 
Government, Two other significant developments of the situation are also worthy of 
mention, namely, the increasing difficulty experienced by trade unions, especially in 
the cotton industry, in meeting their members' claims for unemployment benefit, and 
the increase in the number of reported cases of attempts, sometimes successful, by 
employers to persuade their workpeople to accept reduced rates of wages. 

INDIA. 

Mission to Kabul [B.E'.R,, xxxiv, p. 3].—The Viceroy telegraphed [46 S.] on l l t h 
January the report he had received from Sir Henry Dobbs, despatched the previous 
day from Kabul. Sir Henry said that the mission had been, received by Tarsi at the 
Foreign Office, and later had had an houFs formal audience from the Amir at the Dil 
Kusha palace. In both cases the mission had met with a very cordial reception. 
The Amir especially was courteous, dignified and friendly, and extended a hearty 
welcome coupled with expressions of hope that the negotiations would lead to the 
firm friendship and mutual advantage of both countries. He appeared much gratified 
at the reception that had. been given to his own representatives at Mussoorie, and 
conveyed his thanks to the Viceroy for the message which had been delivered to him. 

The Amir told Sir Henry that he proposed to assist at the first meeting of the 
conference, but would leave the general conduct of affairs to him. and Tarsi. 
Referring to the events of 1919 he expressed his deep regret at the misunderstanding 
which had. arisen. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent by the Viceroy 
on 6th and 15th January :— 

I. (6th January).—Some of the more important press comments on the pres idents 
speech at the congress, of which a summary was telegraphed last week :— 

Times of India.—The address leaves on the mind an (? ineffaceable) impression 
-of courage without knowledge, patriotism without experience. I t is instinct with the 



intellectual ferment now abroad untutored by any practical experience of the 
-conditions of national growth and progress. 

Bombay Glironicle.—The embodiment of a considered philosophy of politics. The 
-causes of the discontent are dissected, a remedy is suggested, and the need of 
maintaining the right and humane attitude of mind which will stimulate and help 
the effort of nature to release the generous energies of our people is urged. 

Advocate of India.—The speech could not be pleasing to the followers of Gandhi. 
Mr. Achariar has always been credited with a certain amount of courage, and he has 
lived, up to his reputation by boldly denouncing Gandhi's impossible programme. 

Justice.—The arguments against non-co-operation, as preached by Gandhi, could 
not be received with rapt attention; not because they -were unsound, and illogical, 
but because the crowd that follows a fanatic would have no patience for arguments 
-of the kind advanced by the president. 

Tribune.-'Wh address -was a masterly performance. If British statesmanship 
knows its duty, it will immediately avail itself of the opportunity, and eagerly grasp the 
hand, extended by the president. To the extreme non-co-operator the address may 
indeed be profoundly disappointing. 

Amrita Bazar Pairika.—A bold and. statesmanlike utterance with a ring of 
sincerity and earnestness. His anxiety to avoid a split aud secure the harmonious 
co-operation of all parties is shared by all, who have the best interests of the country 
at heart. He has given the best advice according to his light, and we have no doubt 
the delegates will give due weight to the views of one who has a long and 
distinguished service to the country to his credit. 

Discussions in the congress centred round the-proposed main resolutions : First, 
that involving a change in the congress creed by deletion of the reference to the British 
connexion, and, second, declaring the intention of the congress to put in force the 
whole or any part of the scheme of non-co-operation from the renunciation of voluntary 

-association with the present Government to the refusal of payment of taxes at a time 
to be determined by either the Indian national congress or tire All-India congress 

-committee. In moving the first resolution, namely, that the object of the congress 
is the attainment of " swaraj " by the people of India by ail legitimate and peaceful 
means, Gandhi said that wording was open to both interpretations, id est, '.' swaraj " 
within or without the British Empire, to be determined by the nature of such 

-connexion in the attainment of "swaraj " fo r India and the redress of the Punjab 
-and. Moslem grievances. The resolution was a very elastic one, which could offer a 
platform for either view. It was derogatory to the national dignity to think of a 
permanence of the British connexion at any cost. The British Government not only 
refuses to redress wrongs under which Indians suffer, but declines to acknowledge 
her mistakes. India could not possibly have the British connexion if the British 
people will not do elementary justice. He did not for one moment suggest that they 
wanted such British connexion at all costs unconditionally. If the British connexion 
was for the advancement of India, they did not want to destroy i t ; but if the British 

-connexion was inconsistent with national self-respect, then it was their bounden duty 
to destroy it. As to the methods of obtaining " swaraj," he urged non-violence and 
soul force. Lala Lajpat Rai attacked the British statesmen, asking who there was in 
the British Cabinet in whom India had faith and whether there was a British 

-commonwealth in real sense. He said it would be better to die than to be a partner 
in a blood-stained Empire. He admitted that armed rebellion was out of the question, 
but, concluded that there was nothing impossible for a nation of 300,000,000 to achieve 
in a manly and fearless way. J innah opposed the resolution. He said India could 
not achieve independence without bloodshed.' The resolution, was a declaration which, 
though India had the will to adopt it, she had not the means to cany it out. It was 
a " camouflage " which did not give any definite idea about the British connexion. 

2. He opposed the resolution, first, because complete independence was demanded 
without any instructions to the country (sic); secondly, because he believed India 

-could not secure such independence by bloodless means. Pie appealed to Gandhi, as 
to a man commanding the majority of the delegates, to halt before taking the 
hazardous step of changing the resolution. He was constantly heckled during his 
speech, which was ill received. Pal whole-heartedly supported the resolution, but 
thought swaraj - might be-defined by the addition of the word "democra t ic" as a 
warning against the trend of modern imperialism to consolidate the white races. 
Colonel Wedgwood opposed the resolution, criticized the want of fair play and the 
treatment meted out to Jinnah, and, in the subjects committee, to Malaviya and 



Si rH. Goudhri . , Swaraj should, be a democratic swaraj and not autocracy ; he warned: 
the audience that a change in the constitution would make it:difficult, if not 
impossible, for friends in England to work for them. The resolution was carried by 
an overwhelming majority. As to the second resolution, regarding the means 
whereby swaraj may be realized, there was considerable discussion in the 'subjects 
committee and a notice of several amendments. Ultimately unity was secured and 
Das's resolution accepted. , This resolution, which was subsequently carried at a 
sitting of the congress after all amendments had been withdrawn, was to the following; 
effect:— 

The existing Government of India has forfeited the confidence of the country. 
The people of India are determined to establish swaraj. The methods adopted by 
them prior to the special sessions failed to secure due recognition, rights and liberties, 
and the redress of many w rongs. The congress, while reaffirming the resolution of 
non-violent non-co-operation, declares that the entire, scheme, or any part or parts of 
it, with the renunciation of voluntary association with the present Government at one
end, and the refusal to pay taxes at the other, should be put in force at a time to be 
determined by either the Indian national congress or the All-India congress 
committee, and that meanwhile, to prepare the-country for it, effective steps should 
continue to be taken in that behalf:— 

(A) Calling on parents and guardians of school children, not the children 
themselves, under the age of 16 to make greater efforts for the purpose of withdrawing 
them from Government-aided schools, and to provide training in the national schools. 

(13) Calling on students of 16 and over to withdraw', without delay, irrespective 
of consequences, from the Government schools if they feel that it is against their 
conscience to continue in such schools, and to devote themselves to special non
co-operation service. 

(C; Calling on the trustees and managers of and teachers in- Government, 
schools to help to nationalize them. 

(D) Calling on lawyers to make greater efforts to suspend practice. 
(B) In order to make India economically independent, calling on merchants to

carry out a gradual boycott of foreign trade relations, and having a scheme of economic
boycott planned and formulated by a committee of experts. 

(F) Calling for the utmost possible contribution of help and sacrifice to the national 
-movement. . , 

- ( G ) Organizing committees in a village or group of villages, with central 
provincial organizations, to accelerate the progress of non-co-operation. 

(H) Organizing a baud of national workers for a service to be called the Indian, 
national service by taking effective steps to raise a national fund for the purpose 
of financing the foregoing national service and the non-co-operation movement. 

The congress congratulates the nation on the progress made, and claims
that the new councils do not represent, the country ; it trusts that those elected, 
in spite of the deliberate abstention from the polls of an overwhelming majority, 
will resign their seats, and if they retain them, that the electors will studiously: 
refrain from asking political service from them. It recognizes the- growing
friendliness between the police and soldiers and the people, and hopes that the 
former will refuse to subordinate the country to the fulfilment of the orders of 
their officers. Special emphasis is laid" on non-violence as an integral part of the 
resolution, and it impresses on the people that non-violence in word and deed is 
essential. Finally, in order to establish swaraj within one year, it urges all bodies
to devote exclusive attention to the promotion' of non-violence and non-co-operation,, 
to advance Hindu-Moslem unity, to settle disputes between brahmins and others, and 
to make special efforts to rid Hinduism of the reproach of untouchability. In moving 
the resolution, Das denied a charge that the non-co-operation passed in the subjects 
committee was weaker and not stronger than the resolution passed at the special 

- session at Calcutta. In the - latter, there was no' clear declaration that the nation was
resolved to put in force the entire scheme. It is believed that that may not be 
necessary, but, if necessary, the people of India will not shrink. 

Gandhi,- supporting the resolution, said there had been absolutely no violation 
of obligation. [The congress resolution did not bind a inan's conscience ; though he 
left that the majority were of opinion that he held, would revise the party by 
making congress itself a. fetish, and in its mandate declared that they, were not 
tampering with obligations of service imposed on employees of Government, civil, 
military and police, but asking them not to kill their conscience] (sic). In this
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resolution they would forget all differences and acrimony that had ground their 
public life daring the last three months. 

B. G. Bal said he had never been against the principle ancl policy of non-co
operation, though he might have had differences in regard to some of the details. 
He supported the resolution, and said differences must be merged in the united 
cause. La j pat. lhii also supported the resolution, which he claimed had removed all 
objections without weakening any essentials. 

3. Whilst the extremist press expresses jubilation at the'maintenance of unity, 
the fact that, both resolutions were compromised, and the existence of a strong minority 
at the congress are not desired. Further, the non-co-operation resolution seems to 
indicate clearly that the impracticability of non-co-operation, at any rate in regard to 
schools and the suspension of practice by lawyers, is recognized. This being so, ancl 

. as the boycott of the councils is no longer a living issue, it remains to be seen in what 
direction, apart from the general vilification of the Government, the activities of 
-Gandhi ancl his supporters will now be turned. 

4. Other resolutions. The congress extended a hearty support to the Indians in 
East and South Africa, in their struggle against the treatment of the East and South 
Africa Governments. The approved policy of peaceful non-co-operation was initiated 
by the Indians of East Africa. It considered the helplessness of the nation in the 
matter of the treatment of Indians in British dominions overseas a clear demonstra
tioii of the necessity for non-co-operation. It placed on record grateful appreciation 

- of the valuable services rendered by Andrews in the cause of Indians indentured in 
Fiji ancl elsewhere. It condemned the Government for callous disregard of the needs 
of the Indian people in regard to the exportation of foodstuffs. Bomauji moved a 
resolution for the boycott of the Duke of Connaught.'s visit, explaining that there was 
no wish to show disrespect to the royal family, but to call upon the people who take 
part in the congress to refrain from being present at any functions or festivities in 
connexion with the 'vis i t . The currency policy of the Government was vigorously 
attacked by Bomanji. The president moved a resolution tiiat the board of the 
congress committee and the paper India be abolished, and another paying homage to 
the memory of McSwiney and sympathizing with Ireland in the straggle for 
independence. 

The Moslem League held a meeting under the presidency of Ansari, who gave an 
account of the work of the caliphate delegation in Europe. He referred to the 
obdurate statesman of Europe who would not yield an inch. He dwelt on the 
caliphate and Punjab wrongs and the methods by which they should be redressed, 
the spirit behind which has to be fought and conquered. He attributes the conduct 
of Great Britain to the notion of the superiority of West over East, ancl said the 
question was therefore not only one of India's honour, but a struggle for the emancipa
tion of enslaved Asiatics from the thraldom of the West, lie therefore advocated 
non-co-operation as laid down by Gandhi, justifying it as a divine injunction imposed 
in the Moslem shariat. Mohamed Ali moved that the objects of the Moslem League 
be : (a) The attainment of swaraj by the people of India by all legitimate and peaceful 
means ; (6) to protect in advance the political, religious and other rights ancl interests 

- of Indian Moslems ; (c) to promote friendship and union between Moslems and the 
- other communities in India ; (d) to maintain ancl promote brotherly relations between 
,the Moslems of India and. those other countries throughout the world. A change in 
creed was inevitable,, ancl as India had not the means to fight, the word " peaceful " 
was essential. Hasrafc Moliini said the time might come when violence would be 
required, and received support from others. Mohamed Ali said the words of the 
resolution were in conformity with the existing situation, but if circumstances changed, 
the creed might be changed accordingly. On the motion of Kitchlew, the league 
adopted a resolution calling on Indians to increase their efforts for the attainment of 
swaraj, to save the soldiery from the moral degradation which would result from the 
utilization of Indian arms to advance the aggressive qualities of British conquest 
as expressed by the Eslrer committee. Non-co-operation was adopted, also a resolu
tion appealing to Hindus to refrain from obtaining cow protection, through legislation. 
Before formally dissolving,- a resolution was passed requesting Amir AmanuJlah to 
reject peace or alliance with the British Government as Indians had no quarrel with 
Afghanistan, and as Britain had opposed the Caliphate such an alliance was not 

- conceived as a plea for protecting India, but for strengthening a hold on the country. 

5. We have not seen, any Hindu comments on this resolution, but it can hardly 
-be doubted that it -would be as bitter to their taste as that on cow protection. 

2 4 - 3 B 



6. The All-India Liberal federation held a meeting in Madras under the presidency 
of Chintanrini ; a large gathering, delegated from all parts of India. Chintamini,.. 
whilst vigorously condemning the non-co-operation movement and the swaraj resolution 
of the congress, described the recommendations of the Esher committee as reactionary 
and objectionable, and criticized strongly the Rowlatt committee's report. He
appealed to the Government to take advantage of the development in Greece and 
revise the Turkish treaty and soothe the heart of the Punjab. He declared that the 
military policy would be a test of their sincerity. The "Liberal party was the real 
centre par ty ; it was all for reforms, but was content with steady, though slow, 
progress. It claimed, that it had gained ground in the country and that increasing 
numbers were joining, whilst the extremists' party was fast losing its hold over the 
popular mind. Resolutions were carried welcoming H.R.H, the Duke of Gonnaught 
aud the appointment of Lord Sinha as Governor of Bihar and Orissa; protesting 
against the recommendations of the Esher committee and against the disabilities 
enforced on Indians in East Africa; aud urging the appointment of a commission to 
examine the fiscal policy. Resolutions moved by Sastri were also carried, protesting 
against the failure of the Government to render justice, by imposing inadequate 
punishments upon officers guilty of acts of cruelty, &o, during the martial law.achninis- 
tration in the Punjab, and calling for the abolition of all distinctions iu law based, 
on race. 

7. Reports from provinces :—-
Bihar and Orissa.—Candida hurried tour prior to the congress did not satisfy 

the expectations of its promoters. At Arrah, Patna, his reception was by no means 
whole-hearted, and at Arrah aud Gaya the meetings very nearly fiascos. They were
attended by large numbers, the people being stirred by his reputation for unworldly 
conduct, but his principles were so little understood that his meeting at Arrah 
stimulated recruitment for the army. The tone of the speeches delivered at Patna 
was unexpectedly mild, and at Darbhanga he disclaimed connexion with or approval 
of Swanri Bidyanand, the leader of the Kisan Sabha movement". At Monghyr aud 
Bhagalpur he had. more success. Non-co-operation had some spurious success in the 
urban areas, but in the rural areas the effect produced was surprisingly small, though 
the campaign of vilification of the Government, continued indefinitely, will poison the 
minds of the common people. Trouble is still smouldering in the coalfields, but an 
immediate general strike is not probable. Colonel Wedgwood and Lajpat Rai, 
visiting them recently, laid stress on thorough organization before a strike was 
attempted, and- urged that the strike weapon should not be used except for very 
strong reasons. 

Bombay.—The lull in political activities continues, interest centring iu the 
congress deliberations at Nngpur. It is reported that seven members of the Memon 
community are resigning their posts of justice of the peace and one a title, under 
social pressure. Bomanji resigned his justiceship of the peace and two other titles. 
The despatch of the Government of India on the position of the Indians iu East 
Africa has on the whole been well received. 

United Provinces.—There has been a lull here also after the activity during the 
elections and the diversion caused by the Nagpur.congress and the set-back received 
by the non-co-operators at Benares and Aligarh weakened the ('? cause). The-
Moderates are organizing a movement against non-co-operation by establishing Liberal 
or Reform leagues; the supporters of non-co-operation, actually Gaudhfs lecturers,., 
are penetrating to the smaller villages. National schools have been started in a few 
districts, but there is no promise of lasting vitality. Gandhis visit to Partabgarh 
shows that the tenants are not interested in non-co-operation iu itself. The real 
grievance in Oudh, at any rate, is uncontrolled ejectment. 

Punjab. - -Here too a lull in the political agitation since the elections. Cases have 
been reported of attempts to boycott voters and others who took part in the elections 
and the fracas at Panipat, but security proceedings under section 107 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure prevented trouble and had good effect. A few pauchayats started 
to dispose of petty cases without reference to the courts. .In the Sikh districts 
where politicians have penetrated, the situation is bad, anyone aiding the Government. 
being socially boycotted; and propaganda in the villages is on the increase, though 
the position in localities free from extremist agitators is satisfactory. The application, 
of the Seditious Meetings; Act has had a good effect, and the declaration of the 
Government of India applying the Act to certain other districts of Lahore and 
Jul lundur has had a sobering effect, though the local Government has not yet 



proclaimed these districts. Postmen have been on strike, and some.inconvenience has 
been "caused.- Arrangements have been made to continue delivering letters. 

A s s a m . - T h e students of the Mnrari Chand College, Sylhet, decided to send 
delegates to - the All-India colleges students' conference at Nagpur, and passed a 
resolution that they were not opposed to the principle of non-co-operation but, in the 
absence of national colleges, considered it inadvisable to leave Government institutions. 
They asserted that.this attitude towards the authorities was not disrespectful. 

Delhi.—A public apology has been tendered to the Imam at Juma Masjid for the 
demonstration against him reported in the weekly telegram dated 7th Mav 1920 
[B.E.R. xviii, p. 6]. . 

Asaf Ali, who acted as the inen's representative in the recent strike in the Delhi 
Electric Light and Tramways Company, has outlined a scheme of forming every kind 
of panchayat and trade union, and of establishing friendly relations therewith, by 
fomenting successful strikes and negotiations for an increase of pay. When a union 
is in full working order, it is to he employed to conduct the social boycott of the 
opponents of non-co-operation. 

North-West Frontier Province.—A bomb was thrown about 1 o'clock on 28th 
December into the compound of the Indian clergymen attached to the mission church 
near the Kohati gate in Peshawar city. Two children were slightly damaged. The 
bomb was of lead moulded over a tin, and cut criss-cross, and apparently locally made. 

General.—Except for the congress and the Moslem league, there has been a 
distinct lull in activity. . The appointment of Sundar Sinjh Majithia has disappointed 
a section of opinion in the Punjab, but elsewhere selections of Ministers appear to have 
been well received by moderate opinion. 

II . (15th January).—Provincial reports. 
Madras.—There is a lull in political agitation as the results of the elections are

announced. Some further attempts have been made to organize Madras students, 
into boycotting the colleges, but beyond one demonstration of about 1,500 students 
who marched through Madras, led by the Moslem volunteers, there has been little to
remark upon. In the Guntur district the non-co-operators had some success with two. 
newly constituted municipalities; the councillors have resigned and the municipal 
administration is at a standstill. The deadlock at the Buckingham mills continues,, 
and a non-official committee of six persons has been appointed to make an enquiry 
into and report on the occurrences of 9th December, already reported to you. At the 
non-Brahmin federation of Madras, the president, Raman Pillay, extended a hearty 
welcome to H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught and vigorously attacked the non-co
operation movement, pointing out, its potentialities of clanger and the difficulty of 
control as evidenced by the Saty Agraha movement in 1919. He asserted that the 
saner elements of the country had altogether dissociated themselves from it. 

Section 2 . Bombay.—Chotani, president of the central caliphate committee, has 
addressed a manifesto to the congress and Moslem league leaders, urging the necessity 
of these two bodies ceasing to be merely deliberative, and of forming themselves into 
executive organizations. The ostensible reason is to set up some fully developed 
organization " t o take the place of the barriers they are breaking clown daily," but in 
reality to meet the demands upon the central caliphate committee from students, 
schools, pleaders,&c, that have joined the non-co-operation movement. Chotani suggests 
that the congress and Moslem league appoint standing committees with sub-committees 
or boards (1) for finances to raise a national loan, ( 2 ) for national education, who 
should get 50 per cent of the loan, (3) for national industries and commerce, with a 
bank and an information bureau, and (4) for national propaganda. 

Section. 3. Pir Bakadar Shah has made a declaration of complete loyalty to the 
Government. He is the leading pir of Matiari, a non-co-operation stronghold in Sincl, 
and his action is calculated to have a very good effect. The Government of India 
despatch on the position of Indians in East Africa has, on the whole, been well 
received. 

Bengal.—There is a lull in political activity. The Bengal caliphate committee 
sanctioned Rs. 6,000 for a special train to convey the delegates to the Nagpur 
congress. Gandhi contemplates a tour this month with the Ah brothers and has 
stated that he will remain in Pastern Bengal for three months. His speeches at 
Dacca do not appear to have produced any great result. Abclulla Hafiz, secretary of 
the Dacca caliphate committee, is being prosecuted under section 171 (/) of the Indian 
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Penal Code for a statement contained in a leaflet " that anyone who would try to 
become a member of council, or would vote, would be bedin (irreligious), ancl would 
thereby sever his connexion with Islam." 

Section 4. C. R. Das openly asserts that lie intends to make the greatest possible 
capital out of the case, as section 171 (/) is not intended to cover cases of this nature. 
If convicted, he would iuflame all. Mohameclans by proclaiming that the Government 
of India has purposely passed a law interfering with religion ; while, if the Govern
ment lost the case, he would similarly announce that the Government officials have 
purposely, against the law, tried to interfere with their religion. 

Section 5. The remaining state prisoners were released on 3rd January on the 
introduction of the reforms : this was well received in the press. 

Section 6. Bihar and Orissa.—There is a lull in the non-co-operation movement. 
There is every reason to expect that a few students will ultimately cut their connexion 
with the recognized educational institutions, ancl those likely to clo so are not students 
whom the heads of colleges will be sorry to lose. There is widespread discontent 
amongst the police, due to economic and not political causes. The question, of further
revising pay is under consideration, and will be sanctioned by telegram. 

Section. 7. Swami Biswanand has stirred up considerable excitement in Adra 
amongst the railway menial staff, and oh the 31st December 1,000 to 1,800 of the 
menial staff went on strike, including a number of private servants of Europeans. 
The deputy-commissioner interviewed the strikers, ancl succeeded in inducing them 
to work, but on the 3rd the swami returned, ancl the deputy-commissioner issued an 
order under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code to all railway menials to 
abstain from attending the meeting. The order under section 144 was later also 
served on the swami, directing him to refrain from making speeches calculated to 
promote feelings of enmity and hatred between classes. His main object is to prevent 
cow killing by any means in his power, and speeches on the 30th, not only inflamed 
the minds of the menials ancl subordinate servants, but also resulted in strong feeling 
against the European and Anglo-Indian subordinates, most of whom were boycotted 
by their sweepers and servants for three days, and were unable to get meat or 
supplies from the bazaar; with difficulty they were prevented from going down to 
the bazaar to bring back their servants by force. 

Section 8. The swamfs present attitude on cow killing is a new departure, 
calculated to bring about a strike and boycott at any time. It is obviously aimed 
at Europeans. The order under section 144 has been approved, ancl the deputy
commissiouer instructed to prosecute him at once if he disobeys the order. The swamls 
movements are closely watched, and an accurate report is taken of his speeches. As 
soon as satisfactory evidence is available, sanction to prosecute under section 124A 
or 153A of the Indian Penal Code will be applied for, or alternative action will .be 
taken under section 108 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

Section 9. The welcome extended at Madras to the Duke of Connaught was a 
royal one in its warmth ; enormous crowds were present, and there was not a single 
untoward incident. The appointment of Lord Reading is very well received, except 
in one or two of the most extreme papers. 

Burma.—The boycott of colleges and. schools continues. The boycott is approved 
by the director of the Young Men's Buddhist Association, who proposes converting 
all the association schools into national schools. Six or seven lakhs of rupees have 
been promised in . support of the movement. The capture of the association by 
extremists was facilitated by Colonel Wedgwoods denunciation of the Burma 
Government. The prosecution of the Rangoon Mail under Section 153A , resulted in a 
sentence of four months' simple imprisonment for the editor, ancl two months for the 
printer. 

Central Provinces.—The following is a brief appreciation of the congress from 
the Central Provinces. The outstanding feature was the personal domination of 
Gandhi over all the political leaders ancl followers. Opposition to his view was 
overcome without difficulty, owing to his strong hold over the bulk of the delegates 
and visitors. The direct opponents of non-co-operation were silenced without 
difficulty. The moderates of Nag-pur were not heard, extremist opponents under 
Khaparde and Dr. Munje were brushed aside, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya's effort 
was nugatory, Jinnah carried no influence, Lajpat Rai wobbled ancl then became 
silent. Their view appears to be that it was hopeless to attempt any real opposition 
in the temper of the meeting and they must wait. Gahdhi's power was also shown in 



the change of the presidential address. The address was modified in several 
important points in which the president had in previously printed copies opposed 
many of the items of the non-co-operators' programme. In the subjects committee 
there was a long debate over the change in the congress creed. The more 
violent proposals in favour of complete independence, and a republic, were 
defeated in - spite of the efforts of the Ali brothers, and Gandhi carried 
his formula by an overwhelming majority .; the opposition of Jinnah, Das, 
Pal and Malaviya in favour of the retention in the resolution on the creed, of the 
British connexion being over-ruled. Colonel Wedgwood and Spoor did their best 
but also failed. There is very little hope of even any important split in the congress 
party, or any open secession of the opponents of Gandhi's policy, who, it is said, will 
retire to their tents and will not form a separate party and lead a counter propaganda 
against his policy. Gandhi is said to be well satisfied with the progress made in the 
non-co-operation campaign, in spite of the small response hitherto made in regard to 
specific items of the programme. He regards the past few months as a preliminary 
period for the preparation of the ground. IE the response from the educated classes 
has not been much, the masses have been largely influenced in principle. A period 
of intensive campaign will follow, amongst both the masses and the educated classes; 
committees of propaganda are being organized in all districts, towns, and tahsils, and 
emissaries are beiug despatched from the outside. Of other conferences at Nagpur 
those of the depressed classes and native states were of some interest. At the former 
the leading mahar explained that his community opposed non-co-operation, but would 
accept it if Gandhi could induce the castes to remove the ban on untouchables. 
Gandhi suggested non-co-operation of the mahars with the higher castes until they 
were admitted to equality. At the latter conference, attended mainly by a few hundred 
delegates from petty Rajputaua states, lurid pictures were painted of the tyranuy 
prevailing in the native states, calling for radical reforms. 

General.—The leaders are now considering how and when effect should be given 
to the non-co-operation programme adopted at Nagpur. Gandhi desired to fix 
1st February, Lajpat Bai the 16th ; C. R. Das is in favour of postponing the matter 
till the end of March. Das is reported to have said that the chief stumbling block in 
carrying out the non-co-operation programme would be the zamiudars. Gandhi 
considered that these would be brought to their senses if tenants were induced not to 
pay rents. It is also reported that at a secret conference at Nagpur, Gandhi opposed 
resort to violence, which was favoured by Hasrat Mohani and Swami Sraddhanand, 
on the ground that till , India was united, this would only result in giving the 
Government an opportunity of repression. We are carefully considering the whole 
situation in the light of the proceedings at Nagpur and. other information. The 
indications seem to be that the failure of the attack on educational institutes and the 
attempts to induce lawyers to suspend^ practice is recognized, and that the efforts of 
the non-co-operators will now be directed towards the organization of propaganda 
among the masses, more particularly tenantry and labour. Developments in this 
direction will require and receive close watching, and more frequent resort to action 
under the ordinary law may be necessary. At present we are not inclined to think any 
fundamental change in policy will be necessary, but propose to consult the local 
Governments ; and we must, of course, be largely guided by the course of events. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Stale-aided Settlement.—On 6th January the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
telegraphed to the Governors-General of Australia and New Zealand saying :— 

His Majesty's Government are anxious to consult at an early date with the 
Governments of the self-governing Dominions as to the possibility of initiating on a 
large scale a policy of state-aided settlement within the Empire based on mutual 
co-operation between the Governments concerned. 

The objects in view would be to meet the exceptional conditions which have 
resulted from the war, to distribute and use the population of the Empire to the best 
advantage, to develop the cultivation of land and other natural resources, and to 
ensure that the largest possible proportion of the population likely to leave the United 
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Kingdom in the near future should be attracted to the Dominions and be available to 
strengthen and build up their national life and not be diverted to foreign countries. 

His Majesty's Government propose to arrange a special conference on this question 
in February, and they trust that your Government will be able to appoint repre
sentative to attend. 

CANADA. 

Miscellaneous.-The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs : — 

(1) The estimated total external trade of Canada for 1920 was. $2,630,000,000, or 
$50,000,000 in excess of the previous best year, being 8400,000,000 over 1919. 

(2) Business conditions in Canada generally are quiet, but the outlook is 
considered to be very hopeful. 

(3) The Honourable N. W. Rowell, K.C., M.P., one of the Canadian delegates to 
the Assembly of the League of Nations at Geneva, said on his return home that 
Canadian financial, social, and industrial conditions were much better than he had 
found in any other country during his six months' tour abroad. 

(4) The Canadian chartered banks opened 400 new branches last year, and did 
much to strengthen their international connexions. 

(5) The Canadian income-tax collections during the month of December last 
were three times those of the corresponding month in 1919. 

(6) The total value of investments of United States capital in Canada during 
1920 is estimated at $320,000,000. 

(7) Parliament will meet on l l t h February. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxxiv, p . 8 ] . - O n 7th January the Governor-General transmitted 
the following message from his Prime Minister :— 

I have received your telegram of 31st December in reply to my telegram of 8th 
December. The fact that certain precautionary measures are necessary in the 
formation of the British Australian Wool Realization Association, Limited, in order to 
protect the interests present and future of the British Government and of the 
Commonwealth is fully appreciated.' 

As the formation of trusts and combines is illegal within the Commonwealth the 
fullest assurance can be given on. that point. 

: Matters have 'been discussed with Sir John Higgins and his colleagues by whom 
I have been advised of the negotiations carried on with Sir A. Goldfinch and of the 
position reached. You can rest assured that the formation of the British Australian 
Wool Realization Association has one objective o n l y - t h e stabilization of the wool 
industries of the British Empire. Personal or individual gain is absent in the 
formation of the wool association. It is realized that the occupation of land, the 
breeding of sheep, the growing of wool, and wool manufactures are Australian ideals 
which can only be accomplished successfully by co-ordination and co-operation with 
British industries. 

The present time is opportune for British and Australian interests to come closer 
together on account of the large stocks of carry-over wool ; and the results cannot be 
other than satisfactory for both parties and for the betterment of the Empire wool 
trade if wisely prosecuted. Australian growers look for stable and permanent 
markets for wool, British manufacturers for regular supplies of raw material and 
continuous outputs of products, steps conducive to the restoration of confidence in 
and development of the wool industry, and as a natural corollary steady and constant 
employment benefiting operatives in Great Britain and Australia. 

The policy of the association will be to dispose of all carry-over wool as promptly 
as market conditions permit, the sooner the better. As long as the carry-over wool 
remains in a raw condition it is a positive menace to Australian wool growing. 

The Higgins committee readily agree to the qualification that His Majesty's 
Government may revoke the agency arrangement at any time if the conduct of the 
business of the association gives ground for dissatisfaction, because they reason that 
no revocation will occur without just cause which should never arise. 

Having accepted the stipulations contained in your telegram, it is hereby mutually 
agreed to liquidate the Australian section of the imperial wool purchase account at 
the earliest possible date, and to hand,over half of the surplus assets ascertained and 



certified to exist on the agreed settling day to the Commonwealth Government, which 
will in turn hand it over to the realization association on account of the Australian 
wool growers in final settlement of the reciprocal obligations under the three wool 
purchase contracts. It is further agreed that subject to an agreement being arrived 
at between the Minister of Munitions and Sir John fliggins, chairman, of the " special" 
executive committee appointed by the representatives of the Australian wool, industry, 
with my concurrence, His Majesty's Government assent to the formation of the British 
Australian Wool Realization Association, Limited. It is also agreed that His 
Majesty's Government shall sell through the agency of the proposed association their 
half of the Australian carry-over wool, subject to the before-mentioned qualification. 

Your reference to an arrangement, which you hope will shortly be made, whereby 
the New Zealand carry-over wool will be at the disposal of the association, is noted 
with, great interest by the Commonwealth Government. It is hardly necessary for me 
to emphasize the very great importance of this ; I trust, that the arrangement may be 
concluded without delay. 

1 will not make auy public announcement at present as requested in your 
telegram, but I stress the advisability of no undue delay, and I suggest that, in order 
that the information may appeal' in British and Australian newspapers on the same 
date, a day for publicity to be given should be arranged mutually. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxxiv, p. 9].--The following telegram from the Governor-Gieneral 
was received by the Secretary of State for the Colonies on Sth January :—-

With reference to your cypher telegram of 4th January in regard to negotiations 
between the Commonwealth and the Imperial Government concerning wool, 1 am 
requested by my Prime Minister to inform you that the New Zealand Government 
does not concur in the interpretation which the above-mentioned telegram seems to 
place upon the agreements arrived at between the New Zealand Government and the 
Imperial Government relating to New Zealand wool. It is clear that there-were three 
successive arrangements with the Government of New Zealand, the first covering the 
clip up to. 30th June 19.17, the second covering the clip to 30th June 1918, and the 
third covering all subsequent clips up to 12 months after the cessation of hostilities, 
which now means 30th June 1920. As is clear from the communications between the 
High Commissioner and the director of raw materials in December last, there is no 
misunderstanding on this point. As to clips after the clip of 30th June 1918, the 
agreement arrived at between the Prime Minister and the director in London in 
August 1918 contained specific provisions for those subsequent clips, namely, 
that the profits per pound to be paid to New Zealand should' be calculated on 
the basis of the profits realized on the Australian purchase, and should not be less. 
Therefore, the arrangement as to all clips subsequent to June 1918 contained a term 
wholly differing from antecedent arrangements which were confined to a percentage 
of the actual profit realized on the two previous clips; The New Zealand (Government 
fully concede that the agreement constituted by your telecram to the Governor-
General of New Zealand of 3rd July .1920, and the reply of the Administrator of the 
New Zealand Government dated 13th July 1920, is binding upon the New Zealand 
Government, and according to its tenour modifies and controls the previous arrange
ments. The apparent difference between the New Zealand Government and the 
Imperial Government arises upon the interpretation of the two cables last referred to.. 

My Government did not and could not understand the telegram of 3rd July as a 
request for their concurrence in combining the two clips respectively ending June 
1917 and 1918, with regard to which a simple percentage of profits had been agreed 
upon in one mass with the clips subsequent to June 1.918, in respect of which special 
definite and separate terms of an entirely different nature had been reached. The 
New Zealand Government understand the telegram of the 3rd July to mean that with 
regard to all clips after June 1918 there should be no differentiation between the 
clips, and that the basis of divisible profit, if any, should be arrived at upon the whole 
output of the years subsequent to June 1918 without differentiation of the clips. 
But the New Zealand Government never anticipated nor understood that such a 
confusion as must necessarily arise if the exactly ascertained or ascertainable profits 
of the two previous years were mixed with the hypothetical profit or deficiency on 
clips of the subsequent years was suggested, and therefore the New Zealand Govern 
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merit understood the proposal to them to be that the two clips ending June 1917 and 
June 1918 should be dealt with and accounted for separately, and that the profit on 
all subsequent clips should be arrived at without reference to the year of clip 
or possible difference of ownership of the several subsequent clips. The two 
telegrams of 3rd July and 13th July have again been carefully considered and 
the New Zealand Government see no ground for the contention that the telegram of 
3rd July is reasonably capable of' an interpretation other than that which they then 
placed upon it, on which they have acted, and to which they still adhere. The 
Government of New Zealand had then, and has still to consider, not only the arrange
ments which would be most convenient to the two Governments, but also the fact 
that they had made different arrangements on behalf of owners of the wool of the 
first two clips ; aud they could not have agreed to disregard the accrued profits to the 
owners of the wool of the first two clips and throw those profits into an account 
leading to ultimate extinction without the consent of the owners of the clips who 
were entitled to the profits. The Prime Minister considers that this must be manifest 
to the Imperial Government, and, therefore, that it will understand that the Govern
ment of New Zealand cannot accept an interpretation of the arrangement expressed 
in the telegrams referred to other than that on which they acted and have since 
assumed to be the intention. 

Secondly, if it can be conveniently arranged that New Zealand shall be adequately 
represented in the control of the proposed association, and separately, the New Zealand 
Government are prepared favourably to consider the request of the Imperial Govern
ment that wool of the clips subsequent to June 1918 should lie dealt with by the 
association ; though they cannot agree, for the reasons above stated, to wool of the 
clips of June 1917 and 1918 respectively, being so dealt with or in any manner 
confused with the wool of the subsequent clips. 

It is hardly possible for Australian control alone to determine conditions for 
both couutries, since Australian wool generally differs from New Zealand wool so 
largely in quality and description. 

On ICth January the Governor-General again telegraphed to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies :— 

My telegram 8th January. The Government of New Zealand has given careful 
consideration to . the proposal that the control of the accumulated stocks of New 
Zealand w-ool held by His Majesty's Government should be placed in the hands of the 
British Australian Wool Realization Association. The Government of New Zealand 
desires to express its appreciation of the assistance and support rendered, to New 
Zealand producers by the Ministry of Munitions in the policy of strong holding 
adopted by it and to further state that a continuance of control by the Ministry would, 
be fully acceptable. Producers and their representatives have from press reports and 
private communications formed the opinion that as a result of post-war re-organization 
the Munitions Department may be abolished with the accompanying possibility of the 
New Zealand wool stocks held by His Majesty's Government being realized quickly at 
whatever prices are obtainable with a consequent risk of the market being broken up. 
A meeting of producers' representatives held on 14-th January discussed these points, 
and as regards the question of the control of the Government stocks of New Zealand 
wools by the British Australian Wool Realization Association expressed a favourable 
opinion subject to New Zealand interests being strongly safe-guarded in every way 
and adequate representation being given to New Zealand on. the management of 
the association. 

The Government of New Zealand realizes that difference in the quality and 
classes of the greater proportions of Australia aud New Zealand wools.respectively 
and the greater demand for liner rather than for coarser AVOOIS constitute an 
especial reason for ensuring adequate safeguards for the interests of the New 
Zealand wool-growers. Having regard, therefore, to the existing position as 
understood.here, the Government of New Zealand would greatly prefer that the 
held-over wool of New Zealand origin be handled by His Majesty's Government 
under the existing organization with a continued policy of strong holding; but if 
no alternative exists, it would respectfully request that His Majesty's Government 
will advise by telegraph what safeguards for New Zealand wool-growers are 
contemplated and what representation on the British Australian Wool Realization 
Association His Majesty's Government considers could be given to New Zealand. 
The producers' meeting referred to above was not open to the Press, and the 
result of the discussions on wool realization have not been made public. 



Meat.—On 16th January the Governor-General telegraphed as follows to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies :— 

The Government of New Zealand is seriously concerned regarding the continued 
maintenance of the present controlled prices for imported meat, particularly mutton 
and Jamli, these prices being far below the" parity of home-grown meat. New Zealand 
producers are already seriously handicapped by the high freight ancl handling charges 
on meat, and. are further faced with "depressed ancl uncertain markets for wool ancl for 
animal by-products; hence, the Government of New Zealand feels constrained to 
urge on His Majesty's Government a serious reconsideration of its present arrange
meut for controlling the prices of New Zealand meat. The position regarding the 
marketing of meat purchased by His Majesty's Government is fully realized, but it is 
pointed out that these meat stocks include lamb in so small a quantity as to be 
practically negligible, while light-weight mutton constitutes only a relatively small 
proportion of the whole. It is therefore respectfully requested that His Majesty's 
Government give careful and favourable consideration to the complete removal of 
control over New Zealand, meat ; or, if circumstances will not immediately permit 
such removal, that the maximum prices for New Zealand lamb and mutton be 
increased by not less than 2d. per lb. for lamb and Id. for mutton, thus placing 
New Zealand producers in a more equitable market position than at present. 

Irish Propaganda.- On 10th January a telegram was received from the Governor-
General reporting that co-operative dairy companies in New Zealand were being 
circularized by an organization called The Irish Agricultural Organization Society, 
Dublin, which appealed for the moral and financial assistance which they alleged was 
necessary in view of the very large number of creameries in Ireland which had been 
destroyed by the forces of the Crown. The Governor-General then asked to be 
informed by telegraph whether his Prime Minister might be informed of any special 
reasons for action being Taken in the event of there being any truth in the statement 
made. Mr. Massey, he added, had observed that it looked like the beginning of an 
extensive propaganda campaign. The appeal was dated 15th November .1920. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Martial Law withdrawn in South-West Africa.—Telegraphing from Pretoria on 
3rd January ReuteFs agent reported that the Gazette had published a, decree 
withdrawing martial, law from South-West Africa. 

Portugal and the Transvaal.—The following telegram is dated -1th January 1920, 
but the place of origin is not given :— 

ReuteFs agency is informed by the Portuguese Minister that there is no truth 
in the reports of negotiations between the Lisbon Government and the Union 
Government concerning the railways ancl harbours of Delagoa Pay. The convention 
entered into between Mozambique ancl the Transvaal Government before the 
establishment of the South African Union for commercial arrangements between the 
two adjoining colonies expired in April last, but it has not been denounced and if 
this is not done by April next, it will probably then be renewed with the Union 
Government on a new basis. The new High Commissioner is leaving Lisbon shortly 
for Mozambique and he will enquire into the conditions prevailing ancl report to his 
Government. Till then no change in the existing situation is to be looked for. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs are taken from the reports of the Ministry of Labour 
for the weeks ending 18th and 25th January :—-

The Unemployment Situation.—(1) The unemployment situation becomes steadily 
worse, and the number of unemployed persons continues to increase. The opposition 
to the Governments short-time proposals does not diminish, the proposal to introduce 
short-time working into the Government dockyards having been strongly condemned 
by the employees concerned. The question of short-time working on the railways has 
also been discussed, and the executive committee of the National Union of Railwaymen 
issued a statement on the 13th January alleging that the introduction of this arrange
ment on the railways would result in,placing large numbers of members of the union 
below the poverty line, and would also be a violation of the principle of the 
" guaranteed week." The Scottish trade union congress, at a special meeting held in 
Glasgow on the loth, also criticised the Governments proposals severely, and 
demanded full maintenance for unemployed workers, resumption of trade with Russia, 
and the distribution of food, through the local authorities, (.18th January.) 

(2) The number of 11.M. Forces and merchant seamen out-of-work donation 
policies lodged in tbe United Kingdom on the 14th January was 299,505, comprising 
298,963 for men and 542 for women. In addition, there were 15,198 policies lodged 
by short-time workers, 15,1.13 for men and 85 for women. On the 7th January there 
were 287,909 policies lodged, 287,380 by men and 529 by women. On the same date 
there were 10,870 policies lodged by short-time workers, 10,855 for men and 15 by 
women. 

On the 14th January in the United Kingdom 5-18,047 unemployment books, 
303,665 for males and 244,382 for females, remained lodged under the Unemployment 
Insurance Act, Compared with the previous week, when there were 280,084- lodged 
by males and 223,808 by females, the increase is 4-4,155. In addition there were 
570,993 books lodged by short-time workers, 215,645 by males and 355,348 by 
females, an increase on the previous week of 111,038. 

The total on the live register of all employment exchanges in the United Kingdom 
on the 21st January was 998,000. 

The above are advance figures provided by the employment department and are 
subject to revision. 

The proposals for the working of short time in Government; industrial 
establishments were put into operation'on the 24th January. The attitude which the 
men concerned should adopt towards the proposals was considered at a meeting of 
workers' representatives of the departmental joint industrial councils held at the 
Ministry of Labour on the 19th January. A resolution was passed reaffirming the 
former decision of the workers to have nothing to do with the official scheme, and 
rejecting its principle. The meeting expressed the opinion that such a proposal
should have been submitted by the Government, in the first instance, to the industrial 
councils, and that the procedure adopted by the Government violated the principles 
of the councils, and tended to destroy their usefulness and purpose. It further 
recommended the executives of all the unions to withdraw their representatives from 
the councils. Representatives of the official side of the councils were not present at 
the conference. The greatest opjiosition to the scheme comes from Woolwich, where 
an "a l l g r a d e " committee, uniting skilled, semi-skilled, and unskilled workers, bas 
been formed to organize resistance. Nevertheless, it has apparently been considered 
expedient to accept the scheme for the present; aud the advice of the unions in this 
sense has been adopted, pending the national decision on labour policy to be taken 
at the joint delegate conference of the Labour party and the trades union congress on 
the 27th January. The grievance of the men at the action of the Government in 
enforcing their proposals without regard to the opinion of the workers' side of the 
departmental councils has been officially expressed in a letter from Mr. Artblur 
Henderson to the Minister of Labour. Mr. Henderson declares that the constitution 
of the councils has been flouted, and that no good purpose can be served by the 
workers continuing their representation upon them. (25th January.) 

The terms of reference oE Lord St. David's committee have now been extended in 
two directions. Firstly, the committee have been authorized to make grants towards 



approved local schemes to cover GO per cent., instead of 30 per cent., of the wages hill 
-of the additional unemployed men taken on for work on these schemes ; and, secondly,: 

the committee may now make grants in respect of work oh roads, other than those* 
within "the Ministry of Transpor ts scheme for construction or maintenance grants. It
is understood that, as a general rule, the committee will not assist road schemes where 
the expenditure on labour is less than 50 per cent, of the total cost. .: 

. The special committee on unemployment appointed by the London County 
-Council report that work already put in hand in relief of unemployment, in the area 
covered by the council, involves an expenditure of approximately 300,00OL When 
additional work, which has been sanctioned, is started, the expenditure will be 
increased to about 680.000Z. (25th January.) 

Decline in Cue Cost of Living.—(1) The Labour Gazelle cost-of-living index 
number for the 1st January was 165, as compared with 169 on the 1st December and 
176 on the 1st-November. The decline during the month was mainly,due to 
reductions in the prices of several of the principal articles of food, for example, flour 
and bread, bacon, margarine and butter, sugar, tea, eggs and potatoes, and in the 
price of clothing. It will be seen that the figure, after having risen steadily, except 
dur ing the year 1919, since the end of 191-1, now appears to be on the decline, (.18th 
January.) 

(2) The decline in the cost of living will necessarily be reflected in a reduction of 
wages in those industries, such as the railway industry, where the payment of wages, 
is governed, partly at any rate, by cost-of-living sliding scales, while the weakening 
of prices will, similarly affect the wage earners in industries, as, for example, some 

:sectious of the iron and steel trades, which follow a sliding scale based on the selling
price of the product. (1.8th January.) 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

RHODESIA. 

Question of Self-Government.—Reuter's agent telegraphed from Capetown as 
follows on 24th January :— 

The elected members of the Uhodesian Legislative Council replying to the 
imperial Government make the strongest request for immediate self-government. 
Sir Charles Coghlau, chairman of the elected members of the Council, has sent a 
reply to Lord Milner's memorandum in which he says the elected members contend 
that the uncertainty of the political position in Soutli Africa constitutes an additional 
reason why the request of Rhodesia for self-government should be granted without 
delay. Secondly, the reply contends that new settlers would naturally share the 
desire of fellow British subjects for self-government. The last election was on a new 
up-to-date register, therefore an immediate self-govemmont claim should not be 

-defeated by a new and probably fractional element with a comparatively small 
knowledge of the conditions obtaining in Rhodesia. Thirdly, the reply says that the 
elected members are unable to agree to delaying the grant of self-government till 
1923, and suggest that if the Secretary of State for the Colonies has any doubt as to 
the unanimous feeling of the country the question, could be simply and expeditiously 
settled by a referendum. 

Finance.—The elected members express pleasure at the recognition by the 
Imperial Government of the necessity of a loan for capital expenditure and consequently 

.gladly accept the offer of the Imperial Government and are prepared to pass the 
necessary ordinance as quickly as possible. They emphasize that this should not be 

dependent on the conclusion of other negotiations. With reference to the Cave award 
-concerning public works, they are prepared to accept the principle of payment only 
for what the country has received and agrees to take over. On the question of land 
on which public works are erected, they do not consider it equitable that they should 
be expected to pay the present-day value for land wdiich owes its present value 
largely to the enterprise of the people of the country. It is suggested that if the ' 
Imperial Government does not concur in this view, the matter should be referred to 

-arbitration. The reply concludes by appealing for self-government at the earliest' 



possible moment so that the new administration may be aide to negotiate with t h e 
Imperial Government on questions affecting the country. The hope is expressed that 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies will accept these modifications ancl that it will 
not be necessary at present for a delegation to go to London for a personal discussion.. 
If, however, on further consideration, the reply says, the Secretary of State requires 
the attendance of a delegation, they will accept his hind invitation. The text of the 
reply was carried by 12 votes to 1, bu t Messrs. Stewart and Fletcher, members of the 
Legislative Council, considered that the reply should be submitted to the public before
being definitely sent to the Imperial Government. 

EGYPT. 

The Sultan.—Lord Allenby reported [No. 63] on 26th January that there could 
be no doubt that the Sultan's prestige had risen considerably, and that great success
was attending his tour. 

The Cairo Tramioay Company.—On 27th January Lord Allenby telegraphed 
[No. 72] informing Lord Curzon that he had approved the promulgation of a decree,, 
providing that no sum payable by way of wages should be assigned to any trade 
union; the prohibition applying equally to appeals in favour of a union for the
encashment of wages. The decree (which would be made applicable to foreigners by 
proclamation under martial law) was preceded by a recital that it was contrary to
public policy to allow irrevocable assignment of wages to trades unions. 

The reason for this decree was the constitution, some two months ago, of an. 
association of employees of the Cairo Tramway Company, having for its object the 
irrevocable assignment to the union of the totality of the future wages of its members
who appeared to be in number about a half of the tramway employees. Should this 
be held to be legal, the tramway service would be at the mercy of an ambitious, 
lawyer who was fomenting the movement. 

The Returned Zagloidists.-On 28th January Lord Allenby telegraphed [No. 69] 
that the Zagloulists who had returned from Paris had made a declaration, of which 
the following was a translation, to the newspaper Nizam, on 26th January at 
Alexandria :—We have come to serve the Egyptian cause which we undertook to serve
in 1918, ancl we are all determined up to the end to ask for the abolition of the 
protectorate (? immediately), and to abide by the reservations made by the nation 
which the delegation considers as a fundamental condition to entering into
negotiations. 

They arrived in Cairo, Lord Allenby went on to say, the same afternoon, ancl 
were met at the station by a crowd of some 0,000 persons. There was no disorder, 
ancl no great excitement or enthusiasm. 

The following summary of a written statement given by Ismail Sidky Pasha to 
Mr. Hooker, ReuteFs correspondent, seemed to be an accurate description of the
present situation :— 

The unexpected announcement of the impending arrival in Egypt of certain 
of the Zagloruist associates was interpreted variously in the country; it was
even rumoured that there had been a disagreement between them and 
Zagloul Pasha. Any disagreement there might have been was certainly not 
due to disaccord as to the object in view, but as to the means to its reali
zation; in fact the same disagreement as has existed here in Egypt since 
the cessation of conversations between Lord Milner and Zagloul. All still 
insist that they desire but one thing, " independence," and detest but one thing,. 
" the protectorate." A difference of opinion exists here. One party says, as 
Zagloul does, " n o official negotiations before a formal declaration from the 
British Government giving an assurance that the protectorate will be 
abolished" : whilst the other party says " a s the British Government does not 
appear disposed to make a formal declaration let us negotiate on the basis of 
reservations, but with the firm intention of realizing them." 

Both parties were anxious to know what attitude the Zagloulists would adopt on 
their arrival; they immediately made their declaration (in the sense given above), and 
added that as their attitude has necessarily been one of expectation since Lord Milner 
presented his report, they prefer to wait for the result in Egypt so as to be on the 
spot when the moment comes to take a definite line of action. 



There is no ground for the rumour emanating from London of the creation of 
--a party with Adly Pasha at its head which the Zagloulists were supposed to be on 
their way to join. Adly Pasha, on whom rest the hopes of the country as far as future 
negotiations are concerned, is maintaining an attitude of awaiting the decision of 
the British "Government. Be is abstaining from, all political action until the time 
when Ire shall judge such action to lie necessary. 

INDIA. 

Mission to Kabul [ I IP . IP , xxxv, p. 2].—On loth January the Viceroy telegraphed 
[70 S.] that Sir Henry Dobbs had reported to him that he had held a five hours' private 
-conversation with the Amir and Tarsi before the formal negotiations began. The 
information concerning the AmiFs relations with the Bolsheviks and Jemal had made 
it a necessity to confront him with it before opening formal discussions. The Amir 
-and Tarsi seemed upset at the communication of this information, and Sir Henry had 
naturally refused to disclose the source of information: Pie explained, however, the 
-difficulty of carrying on negotiations until the matter was cleared up. The Amir led 
-a somewhat one-sided discussion in which he dwelt on the failings of British, policy 
as compared to thai; of Russia, especially in the alienation of Islam. By helping 
Afghanistan to become a big Mussulman power, he said Great Britain could prove that 
her quarrel with Turkey had been clue to political and not to religious considerations. 
He enquired as to our policy in Persia and appeared surprised at the reply which 
probably did not tally with the information he had received from Russian sources. 
The conversation ended in. perfect good humour. 

On 20th January, the Viceroy followed [98 S.] with Sir Henry Dobbs' further 
report dated 18th January, iu which he gave the substance of a long conference 
which he and Muspratt had held with Tarsi and Nadir Khan on the same day. The 
Afghan representatives had. given the assurance (1) that the treaty with Russia had 
not yet been ratified, and that it was still within the rights of Afghanistan to refuse 
to do so ; (2) that Afghanistan would not ratify any clause hostile to the British 
-Governments interests on the borders, if she were satisfied, in the course of the 
discussion, of our friendship; (3) that .lemal's position, as far as Afghanistan was 
concerned, was that of adviser in the reorganization of the army, and that he would 
not be allowed to enter on propaganda or dealings with the frontier tribes. Nadir 
Khan enlarged, on the enmity of all the world, and of Islam especially, towards Great 
Britain, and declared that Afghanistan must receive an ample quid pro quo if she Was 
to risk the odium of Indian Moslems and the tribes by entering on a friendship with 
Great Britain ; (4) that the great obstacle to the way of friendship lay in the question 
-of the tribes. 

Sir Henry Dobbs gave no hope of any alteration, in the British attitude on this 
question, but expressed his willingness to discuss any proposals for bettering the 
mutual feelings and eliminating difficulties. 

Continuing Sir Henry Dobbs 'reports , the Viceroy telegraphed [ i l l S.] on 24th 
-January that- the first official sitting had taken place on the morning of 20th January., 
The proceedings had been opened by Tarsi stating that, subject to certain 
modifications, Afghanistan agreed generally to the principles of the Mussoorie 
-aide-memoire [B.E.R., xxix, p. 3]. The Afghans produced a draft treaty containing 
live clauses, and intimated that a further six clauses, containing highly debatable 
matter, would be introduced at the next sitting. Briefly, the five clauses produced 
dealt with the following : - ( . ! ) Affirmation of Afghan independence ; (2) the right of 
-each party to have legation capitals, London and Kabul ; (3) Consulates, aud details 
regarding restrictions on Ministers and Consuls and their status; (4) free right to 
Afghanistan of import of arms, military material, machinery and the like, wherever 
purchased; (5) commercial matters. Sir Henry declined to comment on any part of. 
the draft until the whole scope of the proposals was before him. 

On 26th January the Viceroy transmitted [125 S.] the continuation of Sir H e n r y s 
report dated 25th January, which recorded the proceedings of the first part of the 
-second official meeting at which the first three of the remaining six clauses were, put 
forward, which dealt with the following subjects:—(6) postal convention, stipulating 
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tha t neither side shall establish post offices in Ilie othefs territory ; (7) payment by-
Great Britain to Afghanistan of 4 orores 36 lakhs of rupees on account of expenses
incurred by the late Amir in preserving neutrality during the late wa r ; (8) the 
intense desire for freedom of the -tribes on the south-east border, as having formerly ' 
been part of Afghanistan, affirming the right of self-determination of these "tribes, and 
providing for a plebiscite of the tribesmen in the unadministered territories of the 
North-West Frontier P royince, with the object of determining the future form of 
government for each separate tribe. 

On 27th January the Viceroy telegraphed [129 S.] the remainder of Sir Henry 
Dobbs' report giving the gist of the rest of the clauses to the following effect:—(9) a 
mutual undertaking to cause no trouble in the othePs territory, after the re-arrange-
inent under the preceding clause ; (10) an undertaking on the part of Great Britain 
to amend the Turkish treaty so as to provide for the well-being of Turkey, and to 
assure the freedom of Mesopotamia, Syria and the Hejaz ; (11) the cancellation of all 
previous treaties. 

Sir Henry Dobbs pointed out to the Afghan representatives that the draft articles, 
differed so radically from the aide-memoire which the Amir had accepted in principle, 
relying on which the mission had been sent, that it might result in his immediate 
recall. Sir Henry obtained a postponement for consideration, and reported his 
intention of taking up especially the seventh, eighth, and tenth clauses, beginning
with the eighth. 

The Viceroy reported in this telegram that Sir Henry Dobbs had been informed 
on 27th January that the line he had taken met with entire approval. Byway of" 
strengthening his hands, a message was sent which he was authorized to deliver to 
the Amir znd Tarsi if he thought desirable. This was to the effect that His Majesty's 
(Government had only consented to send a mission to Kabul on the AmiFs pledge
regarding the acceptance of the aide-memoire as a basis, and TarsPs pledge regarding 
Waziristan. As apparently it was proposed to scrap these pledges, Sir Henry Dobbs 
must be prepared for orders for instant recall. 

Telegraphing [136S.] on 29th January, the Viceroy gave Sir Henry Dobbs' ' 
report of the sitting on the 27th. He had opened by saying he would deal with 
clause 8 first, as the most serious, because it wordd be idle to discuss the remainder of 
the treaty if the Afghans adhered to the demands made in this clause. Passages, 
from the Amir's and TarsPs letters, stating their acceptance of the principles of the 
Mussoorie conference, were then read, ancl Sir Henry declared his inability to depart 
from those principles. The'Afghans laid stress on our difficulties and the necessity 
of Afghan friendship. It was evident also from certain expressions that the Persian 
situation was having a very mischievous effect. Arguments were becoming somewhat 
heated, so Sir Henry suggested that the Afghans should take time to consider his
statements, ancl should propose a scheme which, in the light of these statements, would 
be likely to be acceptable. Without such a scheme further meetings would be
useless. 

Sir Henry did not receive the Viceroy:'s telegram of the 27th until after the
sitting, and was reserving it for use on a future occasion if the Afghans still remained 
intractable. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following reports were sent by the Viceroy 
on 23rd and 30th January :— 

I. (23rd January).—Section 1.—Provincial reports as follows : - 
Bengal.—C. R. Das' abandonment of practice as a lawyer has given an impetus 

to the non-co-operation movement, and his example is likely to be followed by other 
lawyers. Expectation of a visit from Gandhi has also quickened enthusiasm. A 
movement is reported to be afoot by the caliphate ancl non-co-operation committees, 
and amongst the Marwari Bhatias, to boycott the Duke's visit; also a movement to 
utilize ex-detenus for carrying on the non-co-operation propaganda. 

Section 2.—Chakravarti, C. 11. Das, Abdul Kalam Azad, Bakr Siddiq and Khoja 
Abdul Karim have issued a provisional village organization scheme, pending further 
action of a similar scheme by the provincial congress. The scheme includes the 
establishment of primary national schools in villages, village banks, inducing the 
authorities to reduce the area of jute cultivation, the boycott of foreign goods,, 
arbitration courts, the prevention of the consumption of liquor. The United Provinces 
gives the following details regarding the events at Munshiganj. On the afternoon of 
6th January, information was received that the crowd was assembling to loot t h e 
bazaar. The civil police arrested some suspicious characters, ancl armed police were



sent, -but tbe mob dispersed. On the morning of. the 7th, a crowd of 650 men 
assembled by the bridge near Mnnshiganj, aud were proceeding towards the jail to 
release the prisoners. These men were rounded up and put in jail, but were sub
sequently' released. Later a crowd of about 3,000 assembled on the road between 
Mnnshiganj and Rai Bareli, were addressed by the deputy-commissioner and others, 
and persuaded to go back along the road. On reaching the other side of the bridge, 
the numbers were largely augmented, aud the crowd, numbering between 7,000 to 
10,000 men, became unmanageable. It refused to retire, aud the police and officers 
were subjected to volleys of stones and kankar, attacks also being made with lathis. ; 

I t became necessary to use fire-arms. Had firing not been resorted to, a large mob 
would have entered the city with disastrous results. The crowds included a number 
of pesis and other criminal characters. The independent newspaper AUaliabad has 
attempted to make capital out of the occurrences at Rai Bareli, describing them as 
the Rai Bareli tragedy. 

Section 3.—The commissioners at Lueknow and Fyzabad, have been ordered to 
make proposals for dealing with the local difficulties, arid a special officer has been 
put on duty under the Board of Revenue to work at proposals for the revision of the 
Oudh Rent Act. 

Section 4.—A strike has started in Almora against cooly (? coolie) Ctar (Supply
coolie transport in hills) and is likely to spread. No violence. 

Sect-ion 5.—Punjab. The lull in political agitation continues, but the rural 
classes are being gradually inoculated and panchayats are being established in many 
places to dispose of petty cases without resort to the courts. Sikh political activities 
give some cause for anxiety. The Kirpan question is becoming serious. 

Section 6.—There were no unseemly demonstrations to disturb the harmony of 
the provincial durbar and the inauguration of the new councils on the 8th. The 
ceremonies were most successful. The selection of Ministers was well received, and 
of late there has been less talk of rendering the reforms nugatory. The Tribune 
(Lahore) has taken exception to the Moslem League's resolution, advising Afghan
istan to refuse an alliance with Great Britain. The question of the' Amritsar 
indemnity has been made over for consideration in Council by the Governor, and his 
action on. the whole has been well received. A section of the Sikh press welcomes 
the establishment of the Sikh Liberal League. The Lajpat RaPs Tilak school of 
politics has been inaugurated, but the lectures are poorly attended. Ptam Chand 
barber has been elected at a by-election to the local Legislative Council. Two
respectable candidates also stood. 

Section. 7.—The lull in the non-co-operation movement has disappeared-the
agitation is carried on vigorously in Patna, Bhagalpur and Tirhut. Local arbitration 
courts and Seva Samitis are being established. National schools are being got up, 
but the attack on the Government schools is meeting with little success. The 
temperance movement is momentarily spreading, but likely to fade away. At the 
same time meetings are being held all over the three divisions, and a state 6f 
excitement and uneasiness is being produced. The non-co-operation movement has 
extended to Orissa, formerly unaffected. The Utkal union conference adopted non
co-operation, but this is reported to be due to.the preponderance of the Singhbhum 
delegates and the decision may be challenged. The Bihar and Orissa students also 
adopted non-co-operation, and there was a noisy demonstration by students at Cuttack, 
at a meeting to congratulate Lord Sinba and Madhusunan Bas on their appointments. 
The Bihar students ' conference (delegates attending, 157) resolved (1) that the 
association should deal with political matters affecting tbe students' community, 
provided that only students over 16 years of age participated, and should call on the 

" students of Bihar and Orissa above 16 to withdraw immediately from the Government 
schools ; and (2) that the delegates should take steps next day to withdraw from such 
institutions. It is unlikely that many students will withdraw. 

Section 8.—Assam. The Assam association in a recent conference defined its 
object as the attainment of swaraj by all legitimate means, but there was no
resolution about non-co-operation, and the president, while supporting the movement 
generally, did not advocate the withdrawal of boys from the schools. One person 
elected to the local Council announced his intention of resigning his seat, but has not 
yet done so. 

Section 9.—Central Provinces. Intensive propaganda prior to, during and after 
the congress familiarized the masses in the towns and some larger villages with the
idea of non-co-operation, and the political situation is deteriorating. Mohamedans 



have been aroused to a considerable state of excitement. There have been a few
incidents of defiant attitude towards the authority of Government servants. A wave of 
excitement is passing through the schools and colleges, hut the position has not turned 
but as badly as was anticipated. The number of students wdio have left is small, but. 
there are numerous waverers, and the attendance at some institutions is poor. Every 
effort is being made to counteract the non-co-operation propaganda by the heads of 
various institutions, and an improvement is hoped for if the students are not 
continuously subjected to mischievous influence. Three national schools have beeu 
-established. With the departure of Gandhi and the Aii brothers, the Mahratta 
Brahmins, under the leadership of Dr. Munje, are raising their heads and are said 
to lie contemplating a counter-movement against the educational boycott. Apart 
from educational unrest and the suspension of practice by six lawyers, manifestations of 
non-co-operation are not sp far, very serious; there has been only one resignation of 
an elected member of the Council. The social boycott, however, though repudiated 
by Gandhi, is encouraged by the Ali brothers, and is being practised, facilities for 
burial being refused to an elected Mohamedan member of the local Council who 
recently died. This is clearly (? word omitted) anxiety about situation. 

Section 10.—Delhi. Week comparatively quiet. The congress committee 
advertised in the press plans for marring success of the Dukes visit; namely, hartal, 
on the day of inauguration of the Council and Legislative Assembly, and on the evening 
of the fireworks at the fort. . 

Section 1 L - - I t is understood that the merchants and shopkeepers resent 
interference, and the desire to witness tamasha is likely to prevail, as the proclamation 
parade on 1st January was witnessed by a large and appreciative Crowd. The local 
national court (? has been handed) over to the congress committee. The institutions 
of suits in the ordinary law courts has not so far been affected. In the business 
outlook there has been no improvement. The congress resolution justifying the 
repudiation of contracts owing to the depreciation of the rupee was accepted at 
the meeting of the piece-goods merchants. 

Burma.—The university and school boycott has been the main political feature. 
The senate made a considerable concession in regard to the university regulations 
and the local Government has agreed to a conference for discussing measures 
connected with the improvement of Anglo-vernacular education. The concessions 
had no effect, 5,000 students and schoolboys are engaged in the boycott ; national 
schools are to be established in Rangoon and elsewhere. There are indications 
of the Burma extremists endeavouring to get into closer touch with the Indian 
extremists. ' A social boycott of the--mode rates may also be tried. 

Bombay.—The Mahratta national school, has at last been opeued with about a 
dozen scholars. Gandhi informed a deputation of non-co-operating students that 
their role in the political scheme would receive special attention at the provincial 
conference at Almiedabad. One-rupee, five-rupee, and ten-rupee caliphate receipts 
are believed to be ready for issue. The congress resolution is being explained at 
public meetings, but there has been only one meeting of any importance, The 
Umballa trades association, as a protest against the depreciation in exchange, 
decided to order no more goods from abroad until August next, and to refuse to 
pay for goods ordered and received till the rupee is again 2s. 

Section 12.—Associations of the depressed classes in Bombay have written 
to Col. Wedgwood and Mr. Spoor complaining of the social ostracism to which 
untouchables are subjected, and pointing out that the non-co-operation movement 
is openly aiming at the destruction of constituted authority, and that the withdrawal 
of die British augurs ill for these classes. 

Section 13.—General. As a result of the renewed activities of non-co-operation 
after the Nagpur congress, the situation has undoubtedly worsened in many parts of 
the country. The most dangerous manifestations of the movement are the attempts 
to get at the rural masses, as in the United. Provinces ; ami there is some reason to 
apprehend that efforts will also be made to capture the labour organizations, with a 
view to bring about extensive strikes at a favourable moment. At the same time, 
sporadic disturbances are more likely than a co-ordinated and. simultaneous moye
ment ; and that lack of funds is hampering the non-co-operationers. is indicated by 
the appeals of Gandhi for self-denial, by the people. We are about to address the local 
Governments on the whole question, but, are not at present disposed to think that a 
radical change in the policy hitherto pursued will be necessary, though developments 
may occur at any moment which would necessitate this. 



I I . (30th. January).—Section 1.—Considerable excitement has been caused in the 
D.A.V. college by the students demanding that the principal should invite Lajput 
Rai to address them in the college hall on non-co-operation. The managing committee 
held an emergency meeting, and decided that this could not be done, because the 
Seditious Meetings Act was in force : they were probably not desirous of having the 
meeting held. A number of students subsequently made hostile demonstrations in 
hartal, ancl decided to strike, and hold a meeting in Gujranwala to discuss the 
situation with Lajput Rai. The strike movement is rapidly spreading to the Form ah 
Christian college, ancl the Dayal Singh college, and is practically complete in the 
D.A.V. college." 

Section 2.—With reference to Alim Fobs election to the Council, reported last 
week, later information shows that the election was keenly ('? contested); there was 
no rowdyism.,.no attempt to interfere with the voters, not a word said about or against 
the Government; the object of the voters was to humiliate the rival candidate, who is 
personally very unpopular, not to annoy the Government. 

Section 3.—Bengal. At a meeting of the European Association, the following 
resolution was moved :—This meeting unreservedly condemns the attitude of supine 
acquiescence with lawlessness ancl incipient anarchy, the Government of India has seen 
fit to adopt towards non-co-operation; and calls upon it to carry out the duty of 
government, and to put in force the Indian Penal Code against all persons proposing, 
ancl promulgating the particular form of lawlessness and anarchy, called non-co
operation. Thirteen voted for ancl 13 against, ancl it was lost by the casting vote of 
the chairman. 

Section 4.—-Police reports which we are asking the local Governments to verily, 
indicate attempts to organize revolutionary parties, especially in Faridpur, where 
the ex-detenu Bayna Das is endeavouring to form a secret organization in furtherance 
of the non-co-operation movement. Increased activity on the part of ex-detenus and 
released state prisoners is reported throughout the province. The encouraging
feature of the taxi driveFs strike is the response made by volunteers, European, 
Eurasian, ancl women of the Red Cross Society, to keep transport going. 

Section 5.—An Indian news agency telegram just received, states that there is 
an indication that complete hartal will be observed in northern Calcutta during the 
Duke's arrival. Notices printed in Bengali, Hindi, and Urdu had been distributed 
broadcast, purporting to have been issued by the Bengal caliphate committee, the 
congress sub-committee, and. the non-co-operation committee, asking citizens not to 
participate in any function or demonstration organized by the Government. , Arrarige
ments are being made to keep shops, bazaars, hotels, and restaurants closed from 
Monday morning till three in the afternoon, and to stop vehicular traffic along the 
main streets. Attempts have also been made to prevent steamers and boats from 
plying on the river during those hours. We have asked for reports of the Duke's 
visit.. The latest press message is as follows:---As a result of the preachings of 
non-co-operators, complete hartal was observed to-day in north ancl central Calcutta 
till three in the afternoon. All shops and markets were closed ; and vehicular traffic 
of all descriptions was suspended. Practically-every Indian place of business 
throughout the city was closed; only a few taxis driven by Europeans ancl Indians 
were obtainable. Two taxis driven.by Punjabis were damaged by a crowd near 
Entally, and a man was arrested, at Lai:Bazar' for interfering with a taxi driver. No 
meat of any description was offered for sale at the new market this morning. At the 
entrance of the roads leading..to the Duke's. route, non-co-operators were seen 
persuading the crowd not to go near that route. At places, the method of persuasion 
took a threatening turn. The result was, that excepting at important crossings, the 
crowd along Duke's route was not dense. While this was going on, Gandhis son 
drove through the city,, asked the people to disperse. Picketers left the crossings, 
and all persuasions ceased. After this, persons went towards the route to see the 
Duke,: and immediately large crowds of people collected at the principal crossings. 

Section 6.—United Provinces. It is reported that the caliphate committee has 
issued letters to the district committees regarding the establishment of a regular
volunteer corps, the uniform to consist of khaki coats, brown belts, evening (sic) 
(? Cambay) caps. The volunteers to parade twice a week, ancl retired officers to be 
appointed drill instructors. Students about 17 to be enrolled. If the movement 
develops, the local Governments have ample powers under Act 14, 1908, and have 
(? already) informed us, on the, general question of volunteers, that no action is 
immediately necessary, but that, if required, Act 14 should be applied. -:;-: 
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B o m b a y - S h a n k a t Ali, in supporting Yakub Hussan, lecturing on swaraj, 
acclaimed the agrarian disturbances in the United Provinces as the first indication 
of the ultimate success of non-co-operation. 

Section 7. At a public meeting, Gandhi presiding, Mohamed Alps exhortation 
tp the students to boycott the schools and colleges and follow the lead given by the 
Calcutta students, which would win swaraj, had no immediate effect. ' Gandhi and 
the Ali brothers expressed great disappointment. 

A disturbance occurred in the Mandi quarter of Bombay city on the 23rd in 
consequence of two Anglo-Indian boys killing some pigeons ; a large crowd collected 
and stoned the police, who had to make a baton charge. Several arrests were effected, 
but the local police considered it inadvisable to press a prosecution in view of the 
generally peaceable attitude of the inhabitants of the quarter. Abdul Rahman, 
editor of the local caliphate daily paper, has been sentenced at Karachi to one years 
rigorous imprisonment on a charge of sedition. 

Bihar and Orissa report a breach of the peace at Samastipur. A newly joined 
assistant struck a coolie for stealing sugarcane, and the latter at once lay down and 
complained of being seriously hurt. The coolies, believing him to be dying, made a 
dash at the assistant who saved himself from serious injury by climbing up the 
building. The coolie was picked up by two Europeans, taken to the hospital and 
examined by the assistant surgeon, who found nothing wrong. He was motored back 
by the Europeans to within two miles.of the village and walked home. The coolies 
were, however, greatly excited by this and by the fact that another boy by accident 
fell into a vat of boiling sugar, got out of hand. The superintendent of the engineer 
factory endeavouring to pacify them, was assaulted with lathis and had his nose 
fractured. Two other Europeans were also reported hurt, but not seriously. Twenty
five armed police were sent to Samastipur to protect the factory should any further 
attempt be made. Work will not be resumed there until excitement subsides. 

Section 8 . -Genera l . The press has been mainly concerned with the strike of 
the Calcutta students, to whom. Gandhi wrote a message of encouragement. The 
cost of the reforms, especially the salary of ministers, is. being ventilated in the 
papers, and notice of a resolution was received in the Bihar Council that the salary 
of ministers should be Re. 1. The opinion generally is that Rs. 5,000 is excessive, 
that the salary should at most be Rs. 2,500. A letter is about to issue to the. local 
Governments regarding the non-co-operation movement. The view taken in the 
letter is that the success so far attained in the execution of the items of the programme 
towards which the efforts are ostensibly directed, has not, despite recent vigorous 
attacks on educational institutions, been very great. It is probable that the campaign 
will now be largely directed towards other and more dangerous objectives. Agri
cultural tenants and large industrial centres furnish,the most promising field for the 
propaganda of non-co-operationers. Efforts to spread discontent amongst the former 
have already been made in Oudh and the Central Provinces, and other provinces may 
also be exploited. There is reason, tqo, to apprehend that an attempt will be made 
to capture the labour organizations as a means of bringing about something in the 
nature of a general strike. I t is now considered that a radical change in the policy 
hitherto pursued is necessary at present. It is preferable to rely on measures such 
as (1) a close watch on attempts to get at the rural areas and the labouring classes; 
(2) inchoation of remedial legislation wherever required; (3) counter propaganda; 
(4) vigorous, prosecution of non-co-operation agents guilty of making seditious 
speeches or inciting to violence ; (5) enforcement in general of respect for the law, 
e.g., in the case of. clearly unlawful assemblies. The local Governments have been 
asked, however, whether they concur iu the appreciation of the situation and the 
measures suggested, or have alternative proposals to put forward. There are.rumours 
that efforts will be made to induce the servants of Europeans to boycott them, but, 
so far, except in a few isolated cases in Bengal, these efforts have not materialized. 

Political Ulirest and the Sevres Treaty.—On 26th January the Viceroy sent the 
following telegram to the Secretary of State for I n d i a :  -

You will have gathered from our last weekly telegram [23rd January] our views 
as. to the political situation. We are examining the question of our general policy 
towards non-co-operation and in relation to the internal questions which are among 
the causes of discontent, and we hope shortly to be in a position, after consulting the 
local Governments on certain points, to formulate, in detaiP the measures we propose 
to take to deal with the situation. 



One of the most dangerous factors in the problem which confronts us is, however, 
the Moslem unrest over tbe Turkish peace terms. Whatever may have been the 
origin of the caliphate movement, it is now pre-eminently a religious one which has 
secured very general support. Even loyal Mohamedans, feeling rightly or wrongly 
that the terms are not just or consistent with published pledges, are unable to oppose 
the movement or face the religious pressure that is brought to bear on them, more 
especially the accusation of being Kafirs. So far the movement has not resulted in 
violence, save in one or two places, because the policy of the leader of the campaign 
is, at any rate for the present, to avoid violence; but we have reason to know that 
the extreme Mohamedan leaders are quite prepared to advocate immediate recourse to 
violence, and are confident of securing support for such a move, both within and 
outside India, by an appeal to ignorant and fanatical Mohamedans that Islam is being 
crushed ; tbe clanger of disorder will also be greater when the non-violence programme 
fails. In these circumstances, we fear that the refusal substantially to modify the 
Turkish peace terms, more particularly-because of the general and deep-rooted 
conviction that England alone blocks the way, may have consequences of a very grave 
character on the peace and tranquillity of this country, and we feel it incumbent on 
us, in view of our responsibility to His Majesty's Government, to Parliament and to 
the people of India once more to place on official record, in the plainest language, 
our deep misgivings on this subject 

It is our considered opinion that the only way of eradicating or even allaying 
Moslem (? excitement) is by a real modification of the treaty. The difficulties which 
the Turkish peace terms have created in our foreign relations, more particularly in 
regard to the peace negotiations with Afghanistan and the Persian crisis; the 
facilities they afford for Pan-Islamic intrigue and Bolshevik propaganda, and the 
dangerous effect which the religious feeling created thereby must have on Indian 
Mohamedan soldiers, have already been placed before you, and the present telegram 
is intended to deal with the internal situation only. From this aspect we venture to 
urge once again that you should place before His Majest,y's Government our reading 
of the situation here, and impress upon them the urgent need for a modification of 
the treaty, not merely in the interests of His Majesty's Indian Moslem subjects, but 
for the preservation of tranquillity in India. We are well (? aware) (? that the) 
extremist class of political agitators will not be appeased by any such modification ; 
but we feel that if you succeed in securing it, you will strengthen very greatly the 
hands of our friends; detach a most influential section of Mohamedan (r opinion), 
namely, the section actuated by religious motives, from the present anti-Government 
agitation ; and assist us in avoiding serious internal disorder. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Conference on Electrical Communications.—On 21st January the following
telegram was sent by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governors-General 
of Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa and the Governor of 
Newfoundland:— 

The preliminary conference at Washington on electrical communications agreed 
that the requirements of the five Powers taking part in the conference in regard to 
wave-lengths above 5,000 metres should be formulated as soon as possible for 
submission to the proposed world conference. The needs of Great Britain aud the 
imperial chain are being considered by a commission appointed to plan the chain. If 
your Government consider this body suitable for formulating the needs of the Empire 
generally, please communicate for their information the needs of your Government in. 
this respect. The commission is obtaining from the various government departments 
and wireless companies in this country statements of their needs. If your Government 
prefer that its requirements should be discussed personally with the commission by 
one of their own experts no time should be lost in arranging for his attendance; as 
it is highly desirable that a complete scheme in respect of the Empire should be 
-formulated by the beginning of March, when a technical committee, composed of 
representatives of the five principal Powers, is to meet at Paris to co-ordinate their 
needs with a view to the submission of a complete scheme for the allocation of wave
lengths at the forthcoming world conference. The date of the latter conference has not 
yet been fixed. 



CANADA. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been supplied bv the 
Department of External Affairs :— 

(1) The total external trade of the Dominion during the, calendar year 1920 
amounted to $2,639,716,000, out of which total exports accounted for SI 302 805 000 
and imports $1,336,91.1,000. J\. ' '' ' 

(2) The final report of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics gives the 1920 wheat 
crop as 263,("00,000 bushels, as compared with 193,260,000 bushels for 1919. The 
final estimate of the crop of oats is 530,709,000 bushels, and the estimate of the value 
of all field crops for 1920 on the basis of prices paid to farmers is $1,455,244,000. 
Out of a total yield of 263,000,000 bushels of wheat there was raised in the prairie 
provinces 234,000,000 bushels. 

(3) Canadian imports during the month of December amounted to $85,882,000, 
and total exports are valued at $150,949,000. 

(4) Imports into Canada from the United Kingdom during the month of 
December amounted to $ 11,496,000, and the total value of exports thereto was 
f 39,380,000. The total imports from the United Kingdom during the 12 months 
ended 31st December was $231,479,000, as compared with total exports worth 
-$343,220,000. Imports of textiles from the United Kingdom, during 1920 amounted 
to $133,580,000. 

(5) The total value of the exports of pulp and paper from Canada during 1920 
was $163,000,000, out of which total shipments to the United Kingdom were'worth 
$13,417,000, to the United. States $129,356,000, and to other countries $20,444,000. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Oil Prospecting in Papua.—On 19th January the Governor-General telegraphed 
as follows to the Secretary of State for the Colonies with reference to the agreement of 
7th July 1919, between the British Government, the -Government of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company for oil prospecting in Papua:—-
The compa.ny's geological staff having completed its examination of the Papuan coastal, 
country between Yule aiid Upoia report that the geological structure generally is 
unfavourable for the existence of oil in industrial quantities, but have located one 
sufficiently promising test bore site. There is an indication that the oil belt extends 
westward into the Fly river region, but the country is very difficult and less promising 
than in ex-German New Guinea, and they suggest proceeding next with the examina
tion of the oil country in the ex-German territory. The Government of the 
Commonwealth is strongly of opinion that this course should lie followed and would 
be glad to know whether the Admiralty is agreeable to extend the oil agreement with 
the Commonwealth to cover boring in ex-German New Guinea. 

Immigration from America.—Telegraphing on 21st January the Governor-
General informed the Secretary of State for the Colonies that it was urged in a 
despatch following by mail that the greatest possible vigilance should be exercised 
hy the British authorities in America to prevent undesirables coming to Australia. 
If the shipping companies accepted passengers on the faith of their passports, and 
the Commonwealth Government subsequently showed it necessary to refuse the 
passengers' admission, the position of the companies was very difficult. The case of 
Esmonde was in point. The Commonwealth Government asked that, in addition to 
the matter specially dealt with in his despatch, an endeavour should be made by the 
Foreign Office and all authorities issuing passports to prevent the issue of passports 
for Australia to persons known, or believed to be disaffected towards the Empire or 
any of its constituent parts, or towards established government. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Visit of E.M.S. Chatham.—On 27th January the Governor-General telegraphed 
expressing, on behalf of the Government and people of New Zealand, the pleasure 
with Avhich the arrival of 1LM.S. Chatham had been welcomed. The people of the 
Dominion felt that the presence of that ship in New Zealand waters created a fresh 
link of Empire ; and that it was a sign of future close co-operation between the 
Government of New Zealand and the Admiralty, as well as of the fact that the ships 
guarding the interests of the Umpire in all pails of the world, even if acting under 
local authorities, constituted one force under one flag. 



SOUTH AFRICA. 

\Vnol.-On 19th J anuary the Secretary of State for the Colonies telegraphed as 
follows to the Governor-General: — 

For some time past negotiations have been going on here with a view to the 
British Government purchasing a quantity of South African wool of last yeaFs clip 
still unsold. Mr. Reynolds, manager of the National Bank of South Africa, and 
Mr. Chapped of Pretoria have been dealing on behalf of the South African Government 
with this matter. 

We understand that your Prime Minister is very anxious to find an outlet for 
this wool. The British Government have already, as a matter of fact, more wool on 
their hands than they know what to do with. Nevertheless, if terms can be
-arranged, they are prepared to come to the assistance of the Union Government in the 
matter. 

The following are the most favourable terms which I am authorized to offer on 
behalf of the British Government:— 

(1) His Majesty's Government offer to purchase through the Union Government 
approximately 100,1)00 bales of South African wool of the 191.9-20 clip at present 

unsold and lying principally at South African ports. 
(2) The schedule of 1913-14 prices referred to in the Colonial Office telegram of 

7th September 1917 shall be adopted as the schedule of prices for the various types 
of wool, and the arrangements for valuation of and. payment for the wool and for 
-carrying out the scheme generally shall be the same as those adopted in 191.7, except 
that while in .1.917 55 per cent, was added to the 1913-11 schedule, on this occasion 
the purchase prices for the 1913-14 schedule are without any addition 

(3; As in 1917 the South African Government shall be credited by the Imperial 
Government with. 50 per cent, of any net profit realized on the re-sale of the wool 
purchased. The Imperial. Government shall be at liberty to entrust the sale of the 
wool to any properly constituted selling organization, and the audited accounts of 
that organization shall be accepted as final, 

(4) The Imperial Government will make no cash payments for any of the wool 
purchased ; but there shall be deducted from the present indebtedness of the Union 
Government to the Imperial Government the sums due in payment for such wool. 

(5) In further consideration of the purchase, the Union Government shall agree 
to place indents up to the value of the wool for telephone, railway and other material 
with manufacturers in Great Britain ; always provided that the basis of price shall be 
fair ami reasonable having regard to existing conditions. Such indents to be placed 
in whole or in part at the earliest possible date. 

(6) In order to enable the wool to be held economically in South Africa until 
market conditions improve, storage facilities so far as available shall be placed at the 
disposal of the Imperial Government at the lowest possible rates. 

I should be glad to know whether your Government would desire to avail 
themselves of this offer as soon as possible. 

The Elections. — ReuteFs Capetown agent telegraphed as follows on 21st 
-January :— 

The election campaign, is in full swing, many hundreds of meetings being held 
every day and even in the far backfeld there is no small electoral activity. There has 
been no landslide to the Nationalists "and the fusion of the new South African party 
is remarkably thorough. ,Former members of the South. African and of the Unionist 
parties are working in the utmost cordiality. It might reasonably have been expected 
that there would be a number of independent candidates as the result of the fusion ; 
but only one independent is standing at present, and it is very unlikely that there will 
be even one on polling day. The South African party is confident of gaining seats in 
Natal and the Transvaal from the Labour party, while both the South African party 
-and the nationalists are likelv to have gains and losses in the Butch constituencies in 
the Transvaal, where the last election majorities were narrow ones. In the Orange 
Free State province the Nationalists should again secure all the country seats, but. 
the South African party onght to get two in Bloemfontein. The Cape Province 
presents the greatest riddle : a small swing to one side or the other or the participation 

-of those voters who failed to poll in the last election might make a big difference in 
the situation. 

^ - - - - - ------- - - - - -r--: r 

file:///Vnol.-On


The Nationalists in the Cape province are not really safe in six or seven, 
constituencies, although on their part they expect to gain several seats. Cautious 
judges to-day consider that General Smuts will,secure a small majority over all other 
parties. So far the Labour party candidates have been extremely: quiet, but their 
campaign is becoming more vigorous with the approach of polling day on 8th February.. 

The Prime Minister is carrying on a continuous, intense and strenuous campaign, 
speaking two and three times or even - more often daily. To-day he is in the middle 
of a tour in the Cape country districts. And an unusual feature for South Africa is. 
that for the last two days at Aliwal North and. in the Cradock constituency, General 
Smuts has been unable to hold meetings owing to the rowdy tactics, of the Nationalists. 
The Premier, at the village of Hofmeyr, although given a tremendous reception, by a 
large South African party, was refused a hearing. Numbers of Nationalists persisted 
in hooting, causing a deafening uproar and shouting offensive epithets. General 
Smuts waited quietly, but as neither the chairman nor the Nationalist candidate could 
restore order, he left the halt followed by hundreds of his supporters. Such 
treatment of a Prime Minister is most unusual aud. contrary to the traditional ideas of 
the Dutch. 

Sir Thomas Smartt, who has been carrying on his campaign in the south-west of' 
the Cape province, arrived here to-day and was given an ovation. He .is supporting 
whole-heartedly General Smuts' policy. Ministers and other leaders are touring 
various other districts, while General Hertzog is addressing daily meetings in- the 
Transvaal, dealing more vigorously with the Governments administration and its 
economic programme than with the question of secession. The Premier will arrive in. 
Capetown on Monday, and a tremendous popular -welcome is being prepared for him. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs are taken from the reports of the Ministry of Labour 
for the weeks ending 5th and 12th February :— 

General Survey of the Week ending 5th February.—The most important labour 
event of the week was the special trades union and labour conference on the 27th 
January, to consider the report of the joint committee on unemployment, appointed 
by the parliamentary committee of the trades union congress and the Labour party 
executive, on the 11th January. The conference may be said t o . have proceeded 
"according to plan." The resolutions were passed unanimously, after comparatively 
little discussion ; and the conference then adjourned until the 23rd February, to enable 
the executives of the trade unions to ascertain, in the meantime, the views of the rank and 
file on the steps to be taken to secure the adoption of the committees recommendations. 
The speeches made at the conference were, generally speaking, moderate and 
restrained ; but the opinion is widely held that some kind of action may be taken 
when the adjourned conference meets again. Certain unions are already reported to 
be arranging for a ballot of their members on the question of the adoption of a " down 
tools " policy, in the event of the Government refusing to accede to the demands of 
the conference 

l i re representatives of the international shipping federation and the1 international 
seameids federation concluded, on the 26th January, their conference at Brussels on 
the question of hours of labour on board ship. It was decided to entrust the 
examination of the technical details to two commissions, one of which will deal with 
the deck and engine-room staffs, and the other with the general service staffs. These 
commissions will meet within 30 days and prepare a report, which will be submitted 
to a new conference, to be convened by the director of the international labour office. 
The conference just concluded is of special interest in view of the fact that it is the 
first example of two international organizations, representing employers and employed 
in a particular industry, meeting with a view to arriving at an agreement on conditions 
of work. 

General Survey of the Week ending 12th February.—The unemployment position 
does not improve, and continues to dominate the general industrial situation, which 
remains quiet. The position of those unemployed persons who will shortly have 
exhausted their right to benefit under the Unemployment Insurance Act, 1920, and of 
those ex-service men and women who are in a similar position as regards out-of-work 
donation, is causing anxiety. In preparation for the adjourned joint Labour 
conference on unemployment, which is to meet on the 23rd February, trade unions 
and local Labour parties are taking steps to consider their policy with regard to the 
report of the special joint sub-committee which. was adopted by the conference. A 
joint conference of the London trades council and the London Labour party will be 
held on the 19th February to consider the proposed Labour policy. 

Unemployment.—The position with regard, to unemployment remains about the 
same. The terms of reference of the unemployment grants committee under the 
chairmanship of Lord St. Davids have now been extended in three directions. The 
committee are enabled to make grants in respect of the maintenance and construction 
of roads other than roads coming within the scheme of the Ministry of Transport, 
notwithstanding that the expenditure on labour may be less than 50 per cent, of the 
to ta l ; they may make grants not exceeding 60 per cent, of the wages bill for 
additional men engaged ; and grants are now permitted to be made through local 
authorities to a distress committee or voluntary agency, provided that the scheme, in 
respect of which a grant is given, has been definitely recommended by the local 
authority, anil that the authority make themselves responsible for the observance of 
the conditions laid down by the committee. I t is reported that about 250,000?-. has 
been expended out of the fund of 3,000,000Z. allocated to the committee, and 
employment provided for- about 7,700 men. The number of schemes in respect of 
which grants have been made is about 150, and include schemes for road making and 
repairing, for the laying of -water and gas pipes, the extension and repair of 
cemeteries, and other undertakings. A certain number of applications for grants 



have had to be refused, either because the Ministry of Labour have been unable to 
certify, that serious unemployment exists in the district concerned, or because the 
works were begun or concluded before the date on which the committee was 
constituted. Every effort is being made to expedite the bestowal of grants, 
applications being dealt with as soon as they are received. [1.2th February.! " 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

, EGYPT. 

"Nationalist Split.—Mr. Scott reported [No. 86] from Cairo on 9th February that 
the live returned emissaries were stated, on good authority, to be spreading the idea 
that the usefulness of Zagloul Pasha had come to an end, the value of his services to 
Egypt being at the same time fully recognized. They also professed that their 
reason for wishing to disguise the split was the fear that in view of the disunion 
less liberal terms might be offered by His Majesty's Government. 

PALESTINE. 

Trans-Jordania.—Telegraphing [No. 45] from Jerusalem on 1st February, 
Sir Herbert Samuel said that he was then in a position to review the existing 
situation in Trans-Jordania. There had been no interruption either in the 
preparations for an attack on the French or in the sherifiaii propaganda : and our 
inactivity was causing doubt as to our intentions in regard to the future of the 
country. The enthusiasm displayed by the local population six months ago had 
been considerably modified. Meanwhile the collection of taxes and the maintenance 
of authority had become an increasingly difficult problem for the local Governments. 

Telegraphing [No. 57] again on 10th February, he said that the British 
representatives at Adjlun, Salt, and Amman found that the influence of the sherifians 
was on the increase and their own steadily decreasing, which had an adverse effect on 
the local authorities. On 29th January a small party set out from Amman iii a 
northerly direction, their object being to destroy the railway north of Deraa: the 
party was accompanied by two sherifian officers. 

INDIA. 

, . Mission to Kabul [B.E.P., xxxvi, p. 5].—On 31st January the Viceroy transmitted 
[136 S] the contents of a telegram received from Sir Henry Dobbs, dated 30th January, 
in which he reported an interview between Nawab and Tarsi at the end of which 
Nadir Khan intervened. As regarded clause 8, Tarsi appeared to be upset at the 
prospect of a collapse of the negotiations, but Nadir Khan maintained the position of 
non-retraction, even if Tarsi agreed to a treaty on the lines of the Mussoorie 
conference. All depended, therefore, on which side the Amir should throw his 
weight, and Sir Henry expressed little, hope of the negotiations being continued. 
Both Nadir Khan and the Minister of Commerce stated that in the event of 
negotiations breaking down, there need be no alteration in existing relations, as since 
the treaty of Rawal Pindi, both sides had got on very well without a treaty of 
friendship. Sir Henry proposed to refute this statement, and to call attention to the 
forbearance which had been exhibited in regard to numerous incidents, only in the 
hope that Afghanistan would realize the value of our friendship. In future, however, 
we should unhesitatingly take any measures deemed necessary for the maintenance of 
our security and honour. 

In a further telegram of 3rd February the Viceroy transmitted Sir Henry Dobbs' 
account of a private party to which he had been invited by Tarsi to meet Jamal,- at 
which the latter enlarged on the Turkish policy and attitude during the war, and did 
not conceal his bitterness against the Allies. Sir Henry declined to accede to Tarsfs 



Tequest for a private interview on the question of the tribes, saying he would await 
the Afghan decision and statement to be made at an official meeting. 

The results of the fourth meeting of the Mission with the Afghans on 
2nd February were reported to the Viceroy and transmitted [170 S.] by him: on 
5th February. Sir Henry Dobbs had presented a complete review of the Afghan 
demands regarding our tribes, ancl had demonstrated the breach of faith which they 
involved, in reply to Nadir Khan 's requirement that our policy of road making and 
of stationing troops in Waziristan and in independent tribal territories should be 
reversed, and amnesty given to the Waziris, Mahsuds and Afridis for past offences, 
Sir Henry said that this was impossible. In view of the improbability of the Afghans 
receding from their position, Sir Beriry anticipated that proceedings would be broken 
off in four or five days' time, ancl requested that arrangements should be made for the 
necessary transport for return. 

Telegraphing [182 S.J on 9th February, the Viceroy repeated a message from 
Sir Henry Dobbs, dated 7th February, in which he reported the receipt of a somewhat 
acrimonious note from Tarsi. The latter denied any breach of faith, insisted again 
on the right of the tribes to self-determination, ancl dwelt on the justice of clause 8, 
declaring at the same time that the Afghans had no desire to set aside the British 
offer of friendship. He further invited Sir Henry to put forward a draft of Iris own. 
Sir Henry took this to indicate an inclination to recede from the position provided 
Afghanistan could save her face. Having accepted. Tarsi's invitation to have a private 
meeting with him, Sir Henry submitted the draft of the clause which he proposed to 
put forward in substitution for clause S, and asked for the approval, or otherwise, 
of the Indian Government, In the meantime he intended to inform Tarsi that the 
suggested clause had not yet beeri approved by his Government. 

The Viceroy telegraphed [18G S.] on 10th February the views of the Indian Govern
ment on the situation. It seemed clear to them that unless the Afghan Government 
were assisted to climb down from the impossible position they had assumed towards 
the frontier tribes, a collapse of the negotiations could not be avoided. It was thought 
that the formula drafted by Sir Henry Dobbs was the best that could be devised to 
meet the case with any prospect of success. In view of the grave consequences 
which might follow on a breakdown of the negotiations, it was urged that, subject to 
certain modifications, Sir Henry Dobbs should be authorized to adopt his draft as a 
basis for further proceedings. The approval of the Secretary of State was sought, 

On 11th February the Secretary of State telegraphed [923] to the Viceroy in 
acknowledgment of the foregoing.'; l ie agreed that negotiations should not be allowed 
to break down if a minor concession to save the face of Afghanistan in the matter of 
the tribes would prevent it. He pointed out, however, that Sir Henry Dobbs'draft 
left other highly contentious clauses still to be considered, and wished to be more 
assured of the prospect of a general settlement, before we were committed to offers 
which, in the event of failure to come to an agreement, would be inevitably cjuoted 
against us. The Secretary of State then gave an expression of his views, of which he 
was anxious that the Viceroy ancl Sir Henry Dobbs should be fully apprised. With 
the hope that means might be found to give effect to them, although he did not 
wish his objections pressed to the breaking point, he left matters to the Viceroy's 
discretion. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Rqwrl.—The following report was sent by tire Viceroy 
on 8th February :—-

I. (8th February).—Bengal.—The functions in connexion with the Duke's visit 
passed off successfully. The influence of the visit on the public mind was 
undoubtedly reduced by the presence of the non-co-operative leaders. The absence of 
spectators was marked on all occasions, except the public arrival, when there was a 
fair turn-out. The visit provided a dignified and seemly send-off for the Council 
and served as a rallying point for the more stable element. 

Section 2. Taxicab drivers resumed work on 24th January on the grant of 
certain concessions pending the report of the committee. On 26th January, the 
tramway employees struck "work and are still out. The strike amongst the student 
class has spread widely throughMoftissil. Gandhi addressed a letter to the Duke of 
Connaught in which he emphasizes that non-co-operation is not at war with individual 
Englishmen, ancl seeks to destroy not English life, but the system which has 
emasculated the country in body ancl mind and soul. After referring to 0'Dwyerism 
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aud Dyerism in the Punjab, and the wanton affront to Islamic (sic), lie claims that 
non-co-pperation is a religious purifying movement. Das has issued an appeal to the 
students, urging them to come out of the colleges and to wake up in the'cause of 
freedom. The Madras congress delegates, oh their return from Nagpur, made great
efforts to arrange to boycott the Duke's visit. A meeting was, held on the 9th, the 
day before his Royal J:lighness's arrival, and a procession went through the streets 
carrying banners and inciting the people to boycott; the language was extreme and 
the behaviour of the crowds somewhat truculent; there was no serious breach of the 
peace. A similar meeting was arranged for the next day, in the hope that it would 
draw people away from the line of route ; this was a complete failure, the attendance 
was not more than 200. In the evening, after his Royal Highness had passed, a 
considerable number of, people went to the boycott meeting, and in all some 8,000 or 
10,000 may have been present. They wore to a large extent merely casual spectators, 
who completed a day's amusement by a visit to rival entertainments. As a serious 
demonstration, it was wholly ineffective. An attempt was also made to organize a 
general strike among the public utility services in the c i ty; to persuade postmen, 
scavengers, water and electric light workers to strike. A. strike actually occurred 
only among the tramway men. The mass of the people paid no attention whatever to 
the various suggestions to boycott, and gave his Royal Highness a hearty welcome 
whenever he appeared in public, and after the ,failure of the attempt on this day the 
non-co-operationists made no further efforts. 1.he situation at the Buckingham mills 
is not free from anxiety: the strike continues', and the men will not abate their 
demands. The management is equally determined not to recognize the union, as at 
present constituted, and elaborate p i cke t ing prevents the men from coming in. A. 
press message states that 14 pleaders have suspended practice in Gantur. 

Section 3. Central Provinces.—Active agitation in support of non-co-operation, 
is gaining strength ; principally directed to the boycott of colleges and schools, to
which the action of the Calcutta students gave further strength. The movement has 
spread at Jubbulpore, and a disquieting feature is the attempt to undermine the' 
teachers. National schools are being established in several places, and in Nagpur a 
number of students in the national schools is said to have risen to 450. One member 
of the Legislative Council has resigned, and one title holder has surrendered his title. 
Pressure is beiug exercised on members of the Council, and title holders, and social 
boycott is, in some cases, being practised. There is considerable feeling regarding 
cow-killing, particularly in northern districts, and some municipal committees are 
endeavouring to suppress all cow-slaughter in the municipal slaughter-houses. The 
first meeting of the Legislative Council was a distinct success ; a slightly jarring note 
was struck in connexion with the l)uke's visit, but otherwise the proceedings passed 
off harmoniously, and the standard of speaking was higher than in the last. Council. 
The election of a few unsuitable members is not likely to impair the usefulness of the 
Council, which contains a number of men of character working for the success of the 
reforms in government. 

Punjab.—The extremists are improving their organizations and disseminating'' 
political ideas among the rural classes ; a committee, with Lajpat Rai as president, 

. having been formed to carry on propagandist and other work. Propaganda agents 
are active in the Jullundur district delivering seditions speeches, particularly in the
recruiting area. In view of the excitement caused, the local Government considered 
it advisable to declare the Jullundur district a proclaimed area under the Seditious 
Meetings Act. The movement to take forcible possession of the Sikh shrines is 
gaining strength, and we have called for a full report front the local Government as 
to its extent and the measures proposed to deal with it. Lajpat Rai has started a 
second campaign for an educational boycott. He held a meeting on 25th January at 
Gujranwala attended by many hundreds of students from Lahore, who returned in a 
high state of excitement. The movement has , had considerable success. A large 
anti-cow-killing conference held in Ivarnal was attended by about 15,000 persons. 
Delhi Mohamedan and Hindu leaders have enjoined that Mohamedans should reduce 
the number of cattle killed. The grounds for dissatisfaction among the peasantry are 
stated by an officer of experience to be (1) corruption of officials; i2) promises, real 
or alleged, made by officials and non-officials to men who had helped during the war, 
which cannot now be redeemed; (3) the compulsory return to the villages of disbanded 
soldiers anxious to continue serving. We regard the position in the Punjab as 
having dangerous potentialities, particularly among the Sikhs in which community 
there is great unrest, 
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Delhi . -Pol i t ical activity is at a discount. , There is no enthusiasm; among the 
merchants and tradespeople for the hartals projected by the local congress com
rnittee for 9th and 14th February, bu t some demonstrations of this nature are 
expected. Gandhi arrives on 13th February to open Ajmal Khan's Yunani and 
Ayurvedic Tibbia college. A fracas took place on. 28th January at the tomb in 
front of the J a m a masjid between a number of frontier and trans-border Talib-ul-
Ilms and some local Ghairmukallid Moslems. In the heat of religious argument one 
of the latter ran amok with a large knife. Four men were killed or died almost 
immediately from, wounds, and live others are lying wounded in hospital. The 
murderer and his three companions have been arrested. The incident was purely 
an outburst of fanaticism with no political significance. 

Burma.—The school boycott situation is unchanged. Maung MaungSin, Burma 
representative in the Council of State, returned to Burma when on. his way to, 
Delhi. He was exposed, both in Mandalay and on the journey to Rangoon, to, every 
kind of persecution and annoyance, and returned from Calcutta on account of fear of 
the social boycott of his family. The social boycott is likely to be used with more 
frequency and. with success in Burma. Boycott of foreign goods is oh the increase 
in Rangoon. Mandalay reports that a marked growth of anti-British feeling and 
anti-Government feeling is on the increase in the large towns, but the province as a 
whole is not yet noticeably affected. 

Section 4. Assam.—A student strike has occurred in the Gaubati and Sylhet 
colleges and in a few schools. 

Section 5. United Provinces.—The local Government has decided that district 
magistrates shall prohibit meetings under section .1.44 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, in the Oudh districts of Fyzabad, Sultanpur, Rai Bareli, Barabanki, and 
Partabgarh, also on a prosecution of three prominent local agitators for seditious 
speaking at Sultanpur and Barabanki, and of a fourth person, a Sadhu, for attempting 
to seduce the police at Sultanpur. Reports show that the Deoband students have 
formed a society whose members will work as religions missionaries, the objects being 
(1) the propagation of true Islamic doctrines by preaching and practice; (2) the 
establishment of branches all over Ind ia ; (3) the, furtherance of the caliphate 
(? cause), the missionaries undertaking to establish caliphate committees where they 
do not exist. 

Bihar and Orissa.—Political excitement caused by the non-co-operation agitation 
continues. The situation at Mazaffarpur is easier, and hat [sic] looting has not been 
resumed. Vigorous efforts are being made to bring out the students, but with little 
success up to the present. The industrial areas are quieter. 

Bombay.—An intensive propaganda among students coupled with the results 
received in Bengal has had appreciable results in Bombay, Poona, and. the Koukan. 
A few hundred students in the Konkan and about 700. from most of the principal 
colleges in Bombay have registered their willingness to non-co-operation, and it is 
difficult to, say whether this is a mere ebullition of feeling which will not materialize. 
The labour situation is unstable. 

. G e n e r a l . - T h e r e are signs that non-co-operators are endeavouring to force the 1 

pace, which will be greatly accelerated if a large number of students can be secured for 
propaganda work amongst the masses. I t is probable that there will be a renewed 
attack on the colleges and schools, since the Nagpur congress was largely inspired 
by a desire to obtain in this way an adequate supply of agents. I t remains to be 
seen how far they will be successful in this object, but there is a probability that 
the movement will culminate in sporadic, if not widespread, disturbances. Our 
aim is, by giving the fullest effect to the views of the legislature, and thus 
establishing the reality of the reforms, to enlist the support of moderate and 
sensible opinion. This will be valuable in dealing with disturbances should 
such occur, but the masses cannot be directly reached in this way, nor is there any 
reason to believe that the adoption of this policy will influence the extremist campaign. 



THE DOMINIONS. 

Conference on Electrical Communications [B.E.I!., xxxvi, p. 11].—On 10th February 
the following answer was sent by the Governor-General of Canada to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies in reply to the latter 's telegram of 21st January :— 

My Ministers-request that the matter of reservation of wave lengths greater than 
5,000 metres for the use of Canadian statious m a y b e placed in the hands of the 
British commissioners. The Government of Canada will not send a representative 
to the meeting of the commission as the requirements of Canada were fully discussed 
with the British representatives at the preliminary electrical communication con
terence at Washington last November. These requirements are as follows:—The 
Canadian Marconi Company requests the reservation of the; Glacebay Trans-Atlantic 
service commission 7,500 metres, reception 6,000 metres ; the Newcastle New Brunswick 
Trans-Atlantic service tranmission 8,000 metres, reception to be allocated by the 
commission; Montreal to Vancouver Trans-Canada service projected block between 
10,000 and 12,000 metres; Vancouver to Australia and Japan Trans-Pacific service 
projected block between 13,001) and 16,000 metres. The Government of Canada 
requirements for the Government-operated stations in die imperial chain are one 
Trans-Atlantic projected on east coast, and one Trans-Pacific projected on the Pacific
coast, wave lengths for these stations to be as allocated by the commission. 

Forthcoming Meeting of the Imperial Cabinet [13.E.P., xxxiv, p. 7],—On 25th 
January the following telegram from Mr. Lloyd George was sent to the Prime Minister 
of New Zealand :—I trust earnestly that it will be possible for you to come to England 
for the conference next June. I consider that questions of vital importance to the 
future of the Empire will have to be discussed and decided tat the conference, 
especially its policy in regard to defence, the Pacific, the United States and the Anglo-
Japanese alliance. I feel it would be a great calamity if we were deprived of your 
advice and experience. 

To this the Prime Minister of New Zealand replied as follows:—My colleagues 
and I feel, in view of the nature of your telegram, that I ought to attend the conference 
of Prime Ministers in London next June. Unfortunately the industrial situation 
presents great difficulties, but 1 hope to be present at the conference unless a serious 
upheaval intervenes. 

CANADA. 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been communicated by 
the Department of External Affairs : — 

(1) Mr. Oborne Cott, general passenger agent at Vancouver of the Canadian 
National Railways, says :—" There is a big time coming in the west this spring. The 
rush to the oil fields on the Mackenzie River will be one of the landmarks in Canadian 
mining history. The Mackenzie will probably do for Edmonton wdiat J 'awson and 
the Yukon did for Seattle." Those desiring to enter the Mackenzie River region this 
year must get clearance papers from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. No flying
machine of any type will be permitted to leave for the north without being passed by 
the police, and without each passenger being certified by a medical officer as 
physically and mentally fit for the trip. 

(2) Canada s total trade with the West Indies during 1920 was 35 per cent, 
greater than that for 1919, its value being reckoned at approximately 129,750,000. 
The trade with Cuba increased by 225 per cent, during the year, amounting to 
$40,750,000, as compared with $18,200,000, the increase being clue to heavy imports 
and the high price of sugar. 

(3) Business conditions in Canada are making a steady.but slow recovery, the 
sentiment of the business community being strikingly confident. 

(4) During 1920 some 75,800 immigrants entered Canada from the United 
Kingdom, 48,860 from the United States, and 22,700 from other countries. The 
increase in the number of arrivals from Great Britain was 50 per cent. In 1.9.19 the 
total immigration wras 117,500. 

AUSTRALIA. ' 
Air Pilots for Japan.—On 11th February the Governor-General telegraphed to 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies saying that he understood that negotiations 
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were proceeding between the Japanese Embassy in London and the British Air 
Ministry with a view to the transfer to Japan of a number of experienced pilots as 
army and navy instructors, also that 16 pilots had been asked for and that some of 
them would be transferred during March. If the above were true the Government of 
the Commonwealth of Australia would be glad if arrangements could b e made for the 
inclusion of two or more Australian aviators in the party with a view to their gaining 
additional aeronautical experience. The Government of the Commonwealth of 
Australia would send only good men, and their experience should be of utmost value 
to Australia and the Empire in the. future. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Tlie Elections.—Telegraphing when the only result awaited was that of 
Waterburg, ReuteFs agent at Cape Town sent the following :  -

General Smuts has secured a majority of 22 over all other parties,, no matter 
what the result of the ties may be, and not including Independents. 

How badly the Republicans have been smashed is seen by the following 
comparisons:— 

South African Party. Nationalists. 

Cape - 36 13 
Transvaal - ' - - - - 28 13 

.' Natal  - ' -,  . . . . 14 . \ 
The Orange Free State is the only province which shows a majority in favour of 

secession. In this" province the Nationalists have secured 16 seats and the Labour 
party 1. 

According to the votes of the whole Union over 62 per cent, of the electors have 
voted against secession. The result of the election confirms the fact that the greatest 
feature of it has been the vast number of working men who have supported General 
Smuts ' policy of a non-racial South Africa under the Union Constitution. I t is 
beyond doubt that the railwaymeiPs votes have greatly helped to give General Smuts 
his overwhelming majority. 

The state of parties now is :— 
Seats. Gains. 

South African party - - - 78 19 
Labour - - . - - 9 3 
Nationalists - - - - 4-3 7 
Independents - - - - 1 

American Press Comment on the Election Results.—-ReuteFs agent telegraphed 
as follows from New York on 11th February :— 

Idie result of the South African elections has aroused much interest amongst the 
thinking classes in America. In some circles General Smuts' victory came as a 
surprise, to such an extent has the American public since the war been served by 
interested sources with news, stories, interviews and reports tending to prove that the 
British Empire is in immediate danger of breaking up as the result of the alleged 
desire of the Dominions to become independent of the mother country. 

The Wall Street Journal this morning urges its readers to " study the lesson to 
be drawn from the result of these elections, especially at the present time "when Great 
Britain is being rapidly baited in this country," and emphasizes that it is 
" important to remember that the ties binding the British Empire are far stronger 
than the critics pretend." The journal declares, for instance, that there is no solidarity 
of feeling in India nor the faintest possibility of popular government there, ancl that 
this is also the case in. Egypt where an overwhelming majority of the population 
would be slow indeed to exchange the inveterate honesty of the British rule for a 
" sort of Coptic tammany." 

" There are convincing reasons," continues the journal, " why the British self
governing colonies clo not cut the painter ; notably, because in all relations with 
foreign Powers, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa are all in an 
incomparably stronger position than if they were independent. Every Canadian 
knows this, and Canada is the most favourably suited to set up business on her own 



accoun t ; similarly, Australia, with a small population spread over an enormous 
-country much of which owing to its climate is unsuitable for' European but not for 
Asiatic settlement, would soon find herself arguing at a disadvantage with Japan. 
' British solidarity ' is an important matter for us all to consider. The exhilarating 
sport of twisting the lion's tail has been lamentably overdone. It is well to 
remember that the lion is still a complete and healthy animal with all the attributes 

-of lions, plus an astonishingly good temper." 

Administration of South-West Africa.—Telegraphing from Wijadb.uk on 
2nd February, ReuteFs agent reported that Mr. Gysbert Reitz Hofmeyr, C.M.G., 
Administrator of South-West Africa, had that day presided at the first meeting of the 
-advisory council, formed to assist in the administration of the country and composed 
of six members representing the various interests and sections of the population, 
appointed by the Governor-General. 

In the course of an opening address, Mr. Hofmeyr declared he thought it would 
be impossible to find a council more representative of all interests in South-West 
Africa. 

One of the members of the council is Major Manning, specially appointed to look 
-after the interests of the natives. 

The Rand Strike.—ReuteFs agent sent the following telegram from Johannesburg 
-on 12th February :—The position on the Rand is extremely confused. The original 
strike at the Langlaagte mines was, from a trade union point of view, unauthorized and 
irregular, and has been emphatically disapproved by the general executive of the 
miners' union and also by the governing body of the federation of trades as a breach 
-of agreement with the chamber of mines. Unfortunately, the extremists have 
succeeded in extending the strike, and a ballot is now being held a t . the instance of 
the general executive of the miners' union to decide for or against a general 
strike in support of the Langlaagte men. An important meeting of the 
executives of the unions affiliated to the federation was held yesterday evening 
to consider a reply to the chamber of mines' demands that the men should 
return to work, and a resolution was passed advising the acceptance of the 
-chambePs offer in view of the serious economic position of the mining industry. 
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The following paragraphs have been taken from the reports of the Ministry of 
-Labour issued on 19th and 26th February :— 

Deputations to Ministers.—Deputations from thb British and Scottish trades union 
congresses have been received during the week [ending 15th February] at various 
Ministries, and have put forward certain subjects to which they wish the Government 
to direct their attention during the forthcoming parliamentary session. I t is 
interesting to note that the trades union congress, held at Portsmouth in September 
last, passed a resolution which, in effect, deprecated this form of approaching the 
Government, but, that, nevertheless, the time-honoured procedure of deputations to 
Ministers has been continued. The deputation received by the Minister of Labour on 
the 11th February, besides dealing with resolutions concerning trade boards and 
other matters, which were passed by the Portsmouth congress, raised two important 
new questions. The first of these related to the desirability of extension of unemploy
ment benefit in the case of those who have exhausted the maximum number of weeks 
allowed by statute ; it was stated by the Minister that the Government are now 
considering this problem from a more general point of view since similar questions 
are arising, or have arisen, in the case of those persons receiving benefit under the 
1911 Act, the .1920 Act, and the special arrangements made for ex-service men. 

Wages Reduction.—The wages reduction movement continues in various parts .of 
the country, being especially noticeable in certain branches of the engineering and 
metal trades of the Midlands ; but no cases of outstanding interest have yet arisen, 
though, as will be seen below, the present tension in the coal industry is not 
unconnected with a fear of wages reductions. Following on a meeting of the Ship
building Employers' Federation at Edinburgh on the 18th February, the secretary of 
this body issued a statement to the press to the effect that the federation would not 
put forward proposals for the reduction of wages unless no other means of reducing 
the cost of production could be found. The recent fall in the Labour Gazette cost-of
living index-number by 14 po in t s - f rom 165 to 151-wi l l , of course, affect a number 
of trades, the agreements in which are based upon a cost-of-living sliding scale, bu t 
iu most cases these reductions do not become immediately operative. 

Unemployment.—The question of unemployment continues to dominate the labour 
situation, and the consequent drain upon the funds of the trade unions is apparently 
responsible for their adoption of a more passive and. defensive policy, and a growing 
disinclination for extreme measures of any kind, in this connexion, it is interesting 
to note that the funds of the South Wales Miners' Federation are said to be seriously 
depleted already, and that it is proposed to raise a levy in aid of unemployed members. 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

The Protectorate.—Telegraphing [No. 119] to Lord Allenby on 22nd February, 
Lord Gurzon authorized him to make the following declaration to the Sultan : — 

His Majesty's Government, after a study of the proposals made by Lord Milner, 
have arrived at the conclusion that the status of protectorate is not a satisfactory 
relation in which Egypt should continue to stand to Great Britain. While they have 
not reached final decisions with regard to Lord Milner's recommendations, they desire 
to confer regarding them with a delegation nominated by the Sultan with a view, if 
possible, to substitute for the protectorate a relationship which would, while securing 
the special interests of Great, Britain and enabling her to offer adequate guarantees to 
foreign Powers, meet the legitimate aspirations of Egypt and the Egyptian people. 

On 26th February Lord Allenby reported [Nos. lot), 131], that he had comnnmi
cated the declaration to the Sultan, and in. the covering letter had remarked that lie 



was sure it would facilitate the latter 's task of nominating a n official delegation- He 
had also called the SultaiPs attention to the spirit of goodwill which had been shown 
by the British . Government making this declaration in advance of the official 
negotiations. 

In. subsequent interviews the Sultan had thanked him warmly for the terms of " 
his letter, which, he agreed, would greatly facilitate his task. He proposed to 
approach Adly Pasha, Wahba Mazloum, Sirri aud perhaps one or two others. As to 
Zagloul, lie intended to consult Adly Pasha. 

PALESTINE. 

Trans-J onlania.—On 22nd. February Sir Herbert Samuel telegraphed [No. 72] 
that it was reported that the Emir Abdulla would arrive at, Amman on the next clay 
but one ; he, Sir Herbert, had instructed the British representative at that place to 
retire to Salt in the event of the emir coming to Amman. 

On receipt of this telegram Lord Curzon instructed [No. 95] Sir Herbert Samuel 
that the British, representative should only be withdrawn from Amman if he were in 
danger. Lord Curzou also suggested that Mr. Storrs might be sent to welcome the 

-emir as an emissary from King Hussein proceeding to Amman, it was assumed, to 
-check the propaganda against France. 

Telegraphing again [No. 81] on 24th February, after receipt of Lord Curzon's 
telegram, Sir Herbert Samuel reported that he had cancelled the instructions he had 
given in. regard to withdrawal, as he apprehended no personal danger to the British 
representative at Amman. If Mr. Storrs were sent, he went on to say, he feared that 
it would be regarded as a definite proof of our concurrence, in the sheritian movement 
against the French ; there was a widespread impression that we connived at it. More 
than this, the sending of Mr. Storrs to welcome Emir Abdulla would go far to 
destroy what still remained of the authority of the local governments in Trans-Jordan ia, 
which had been weakened by the visit of Sherif Ali. 

Si]- Herbert added that reliable information indicated that Emir Abdulla desired 
--above all things the continued presence of British officials in Trans-Jordan ia, as a 
proof to the people that his movement had our support; and further that he was most 
anxious not to displease, the British Government. His movement was not making 
headway. 

INDIA. 

Mission to Kabul [B.E.R., xxxvii, p. 4].—The Viceroy transmitted [189 S.] a 
telegram dated 10th February from Sir Henry Dobbs, in which he stated that the 
projected, private meeting with Tarsi had been held, and that he had produced his 
draft amendments, premising that they had not received Government, authority. 
After repeating his arguments as to the necessity of giving independence to the 
tribes, Tarsi endeavoured, without success, to induce Sir Henry to discuss the clauses 
other than No. 8. Finally, Tarsi stated his doubts if the amendments would meet 
Afghan views ancl undertook' to place them, before the Amir. 

On 12th February Sir Henry Dobbs reported, through the Viceroy's telegram. 
[204 S.] of. 15th February that the Afghans had made no sign since the interview 
recorded in the preceding telegram. He suggested that he should be authorized to 
leave for India immediately should his proposals be rejected by the Afghans, without 
discussing any other question except, the evacuation of Arnawai. He considered that 
the forcible occupation of Arnawai by the Afghans after breaking off negotiations 

 would be intolerable, and that the attitude that they might adopt in regard to this 
would be a fair test of their future behaviour. 

In reply to this the Viceroy had sent Sir Henry instructions to the effect that it. 
would be desirable before breaking off negotiations to hold a formal meeting at which 
lie should sum u p the position, and make it clear that the Government, of India, 
acting under the instructions of His Majesty's Government, had been reluctantly 
forced to abandon negotiations for the reason already explained. After this, he 
-should present a note calling for the evacuation, of Arnawai within one mouth, failing

s



which measures might have to be taken to stop all trade with Afghanistan. A time
limit of 48 hours was suggested for reconsideration by the Afghans, if it were
requested. 

The Secretary of State telegraphed [109SJ to the Viceroy on 19th February 
giving his views on the course of the discussions between Sir Henry Dobbs and the 
Afghans. In view of what had passed, and of the knowledge that the Bolsheviks had' 
decided to ratify the treaty with them, and that there were indications that the 
Afghans intended to do the same, the Secretary of State-considered that it was o f 
importance that the Afghans should be reminded that His Majesty's Government had 
no intention of concluding a treaty with them unless they were entirely satisfied as to 
the terms of the treaty with the Bolsheviks. The ratification of this treaty without 
communicating its text to His Majesty's Government would oblige us to break off 
negotiations. 

On 20th February the Viceroy transmitted [220 S. and 231 S.] a telegram from 
Sir Henry Dobbs containing "a summary of a draft treaty on the lines of which 
he wished authority to proceed. This draft consisted of sixteen clauses, dealing 
generally with the questions raised in the Afghan draft treaty [B.E.R., xxxvi, p . 5], 
reproducing his draft substitute for the Afghan clause 8, modified in accordance with 
the suggestions of the Secretary of State [B.E.R., xxxvii, p. 4], and undertaking... 
subject to the complete fulfilment by the Afghans of the engagements stipulated in 
the preceding clauses, to make an annual payment of 18 lakhs to Afghanistan, as a 
mark of appreciation of HabibulkuVs friendly attitude during the late war. 

Telegraphing [229 S. and 232 S.] on 21st February, the Viceroy referred to the 
above summary as having met some of the points raised by the Secretary of State 
[1098] and. recommended that authority be given to Sir Henry Dobbs to negotiate on 
the lines of his draft, increasing, if necessary, the proposed subsidy to the limit o f 
201 lakhs, which was the amount previously paid to Habibullah. 

The Secretary of State replied [1172] to the foregoing on 23rd February, saying
that the first impression given by Sir Henry Dobbs' draft taken as a whole was that 
we had already gone a considerable way in yielding concessions to the Afghans and 
had gained very little in return. He emphasized the fact once more, in order to avoid
the possibility of misunderstanding, that the whole position must continue to be 
governed by the proceedings between the Afghans and the Bolsheviks, and that 
without complete satisfaction that the Bolshevik treaty contains nothing directed 
against our interests, negotiations must lapse. He did not consider that the 
security clauses in Sir Heury's draft were satisfactory, and desired in. particular that 
it should be understood that any treaty providing for the payment of a subsidy by the 

. Bolsheviks to the Afghans must ipso facto be held to be objectionable. 
Subject to the above and to certain queries and remarks on points of details, the 

Secretary of State concurred, in authorizing Sir Henry Dobbs to proceed, on his draft 
as a maximum in the way of concessions, and further that he might use his discretion 
in increasing the subsidy up to 201- lakhs. 

The Secretary of State desired the Viceroy, in communicating ids views to-
Sir Henry Dobbs, to express his confidence in him, and his appreciation of the skill 
with which he was dealing with a situation of great difficulty. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following telegrams were sent by the Viceroy 
on 17th and 24th February :— 

1. (17th February).—Section 1. The functions in connexion with the war memorial 
and. the laying of the foundation stone of the Legislative Chambers passed off very 
successfully. 

Section 2. The Punjab debate passed off very satisfactorily. The resolutions 
moved by Jamnadas Dwarkadas were as follows :—(1) To declare the firm resolve of the 
Government of India to maintain that the connexion of India with the British Empire
is based on the principle of equal partnership and perfect racial equality, Indian lives 
and Indian honour being held as sacred as British lives and honour; (2) to record 
his opinion and express regret that the martial law administration in the Punjab of 
1919 departed from these principles, and was calculated to deeply wound the self
respect of the Indian population by subjecting them to unnecessary hardship and 
humiliation ; ( 3 ) to mete out deterrent punishments to the officers who were found guilty 
of the improper exercise of their powers, and to take steps to relieve the Indian revenue 

"of all payments towards the pensions, gratuities, or compassionate allowances to such 
officers; and (4) to satisfy himself that adequate compensation is awarded to the families 



-of those killed'or injured at the Jallianwalla Bagh or other /places on the same scale 
,as the compensation awarded in the case of Europeans who suffered or were killed.. 
-during the Punjab disturbances. He moved the resolutions in an admirable and 
moderate speech. After discussion, in which the home member and the connnander

-. in-chief took part, the withdrawal of clause 3 was carried,without a division. The 
remaining clauses were then carried unanimously. As regards the last clause, the 
home member intimated that the Government, of the Punjab would be asked to deal 
generously with the cases of persons and relatives of persons injured and killed 
-at Jallianwalla Bagh. The general tone of the debate was very good, and the 
Government may congratulate itself: on the result. 

Madras.—There is little of interest to record about, non-co-operation, beyond a 
marked decrease in the activities of the leaders. The attempts to persuade the students 
to follow the example of Calcutta have hitherto met with no great success, but there 
are evidences that the campaign is about to be intensified. A students non-co

-operation association has been formed, and premises secured for a national college. 
At present there is no i-eason to apprehend that-the spread of the Calcutta contagion 
will be serious. In the districts, the non-co-operation movement has made little 
progress among the students, though from two districts it is reported that some 
students have left their work. In Malabar the political leaders are embarking on a 

-campaign for tenancy reform. The movement is fraught with considerable poton
tialities, and gives room for some anxiety, though so far practically no progress has 
been made. Both the caliphate and nationalist committees at Madras have resolved 
tha t the elections for municipalities aud local boards should be exempt from the ban 
governing participation in the Legislative Council elections. The men have gone 
back to work at the Buckingham mills, and everything is now proceeding smoothly. 

Bengal.—Below the surface things did not, go quite so smoothly for non-co
operation during the Duke's visit as they had hoped. Transport was not paralysed, 
the hartal, was only (? partially) successful, and failed as a demonstration, as the 
students began to get uneasy at the complete absence of arrangements to emploo 
them or continue their education. Das' change of front is suggested to be due ty 
the fact that Gandhi has convinced him that the non-co-operation movement has now 
progressed so far that the British Government is (? beaten), aud does not oppose it. 
A matter of striking demonstrations of power with continued hartals will suffice to 
bring the Government to its knees, and cause it to surrender in the next few months. 
On these lines swaraj will be gained in one year. The idea is that Gandhi clings to 

iswaraj as a mental discipline, and believes, when the Government has surrendered, 
western civilization will go with it. He still shrinks from violence, though he 

-admits it as a probable consequence if the Government does not yield quickly. He 
is anxious to postpone the evil day, but iudicates that he believes it to be inevitable. 
Das was not averse to violence in the early stages, but has no wish to bring about 

-chaos. Pal and Ali Brothers look forward to violence as the first step in the 
programme of forcibly destroying the present Government, but wish to postpone it 
until, it can lie general and effective. At the recent election in Tipperah, an illiterate 
fruit-seller was set up as candidate for the Legislative Council, but, in spite of the 
rigorous (? vigorous) effort of school boys and non-co-operators, was defeated by a 
young zamindar. * 

Bombay.—There was an intense campaign on the platform, and in the press to 
induce students to leave their schools and colleges throughout the month of January. 
Not more than 50 or GO boys actually left in Bombay in the early stages, but latterly 
the movement has had considerable success. All the colleges are seriously affected, 
and the 6xcitement is spreading to Poona and Konkan. How far the registration of 
would-be non-co-operators is due to ebullition of feeling, which will evaporate when 
the students are called on to leave the colleges, is difficult to say. 

Belvi of Belgaum has retired from the non-co-operation movement again. Under 
pressure from Gandhi he had given up practice as a pleader, but since his return from 
the Nagpur congress he has resumed practice and fallen out with, the leaders of the 
non-co-operation movement. Five Mohamedan justices of the peace are reported to 
have resigned office. The non-co-operators are getting at the Bhils with the ostensible 

-object of taking up temperance and forced-labour questions, but, there are elements 
of danger in the movement owing to the inflammability of these people. From a few 
districts the reports show that difficulty may be experienced in collecting the land 
revenue. There has been a partial failure of crops in. these districts, and the 
movement is possibly an attempt to secure the usual remissions of revenue. A social 
/boycott is being brought to bear to force servants to leave the service of landlords. 
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Section 3. Three days' hartal was observed at Sukkur during the visit of the
commissioner of Sind, owing to income tax grievances. Lajpat Lai, the president-elect 
of the All-India rai]waymen's conference, has resigned, and Baptista has also
vacated the chairmanship of the reception committee, owing to the strong feeling
amongst the railwaymen, who apparently,refuse to identify the promoters with political 
parties, 

Section 4. United Provinces.—Attempts are being made to boycott an important 
district exhibition in Moradabad. An agitation against the provision of supplies and 
carriages to officers on tour is prominent in places. Schoolmasters, patwaris, 
chaukidars and students show restiveness, though with the first three classes the
trouble is mainly economic. 

Section 5 . - T h e students at Benares are again "moving, organizing non-co
operation against educational institutions. Encouraged by a visit from Gandhi, 
200 men in the Oudli and Rohilkund workshop struck work on the 10th. Attempts, 
were made to hold up a mail train-outside the station and interfere with the driver,, 
who was injured. The city magistrate was struck in the face by a brick. The 
commissioner on arrival found two Indian barristers addressing large mass meetings. 
Police arrangements were made to enable the trains to proceed. Many left work, 
owing to intimidation. The commissioner reports that the trouble is temporary and 
will subside. A crowd, estimated in a press message at about 70,000, probably an 
exaggeration, drawn from Lucknow and die surrounding districts, assembled to hear-
Gandhi, wdio addressed the railway strikers, saying he could not advise them either to
strike or not to strike. Addressing the students, he told them to take to the spinning
wheel. Mohamed Ali. speaking to the students, declared that if they failed to adhere 
to the movement, India would get swaraj by aid of the agriculturists. 

Section 6. Bihar and Orissa.—In recent weekly telegrams we have drawn 
attention to increased vigour in the non-co-operative movement, but the latest news 
from the commissioner of the Tirhat division, chiefly concerned, shows a distinct 
change for the better. A very welcome fall of rain improved agricultural prospects
and sent the raiyats to their fields: In the-Bhagalpur division, on the either hand, 
the situation has not improved. The movement appears to be spreading in two
districts, and the temperance movement, referred to in previous reports, is in full 
swing. The latter has been characterized by a certain amount of intimidation and 
picketing of the liquor shops. There is new excitement in the educational centres of 
Bihar and Orissa. At the request of the Minister of Education, instructions had 
been issued to the district magistrates that when intimidation or other unlawful 
means of discouraging students are attempted, "police protection should be given,, 
if asked for by the responsible educational authority. It has already been reported 
from Mnzaffafpiir that an improvement is noticeable as the result of the action taken.. 
Attempts are being made to stir up disaffection among the dafadars aud chaukidars. 
A Bihar provincial league has been formed under the auspices of Hassam Imam,, 
which will provide the means whereby many persons hitherto inclined to extreme 
views in politics, but definitely opposed to non-co-operation, may give utterance to
their opinions. Babu. Dip Narayan of Bhagalpur visited the coalfields, and announced 
that non-co-operative and labour associations would be formed. 11 is thought that 
the development foreshadowed in the Nagpur congress resolution is on the eve of' 
fulfilment, and that labour will be exploited for political ends. At the moment,. 
however, the situation seems to be quiet. 

Section 7. Assam.—Students caught the strike contagion from Calcutta, but 
there has been no forcible obstruction to boys wishing to attend school, or any other 
breach of the peace. The feeling about the caliphate question is very strong in the 

, Surma Valley, and mohamedan officers on tour are frequently asked to resign. 
North-West Frontier Prov inces . -There have been no developments in the

political situation. Several agents of swadeshi goods from down country have been 
noticed in Peshawar, but they met with very little success in procuring orders. 
;Several mullahs in the Mahsud country have been definitely preaching non-co-operation, 
and dissuading the tribesmen from taking Government contracts and from supplying 

--Government troops. Jan Muhammad -lunejo, who headed the Sind muhajarin, arrived 
in Peshawar en route for Afghanistan, with the' ostensible purpose of taking relief"' 
to the destitute Indian muhajarin. All will not be allowed to cross the frontier. Syed 

' I labib Gul, editor of the Siasat, who delivered inflammatory speeches at Dera Ismail . 
El ian, has been removed across the Indus as he was intending to proceed to Bannm. 



Lala Laj pat Rai lias also been excluded under the Defence of India Rules. Informa
tion had been received that he was to address a large meeting at Peshawar, and, in 
view of a Hindu and Sikh quarrel being inevitable, the excitement would be dangerous 
to public'safety : so notice under the rule was sent. Lajpat Kai apparently did not 
attempt to cross the Indus : should he do so, he will be stopped. 

Delhi.—Owing to the enforcement of the Seditious Meetings Act,, a large number 
of Delhi citizens on the 9th held a meeting at Chaziabad, United Provinces, under 
the presidency of Dr. Aiisari. Resolutions were passed declaring that the new 
legislatures did not represent the people in any way, repudiating the Delhi municipal 
address, reaffirming the non-co-operation resolution ; and approving villaging 
organizations and the enlistment of volunteers for the swaraj propaganda as 
propounded by the congress Gandhi arrived at Delhi on the 12th, and is reported 
to be likely to open the Arya Vedic institute on the 14th. 

Punjab.—As a result of serious rioting between the Sikhs in the Golden Temple, 
Tarn Taran, Amritsar, some 24 people received injuries, one being killed. The case 
has been registered under section 140 Indian Penal Code. In view of the recent 
troubles connected with some of the Sikh shrines the Punjab Government decided to 
move the Legislative Council to appoint a committee to examine the question generally 
and to propose state legislation. , 

Section 8. Conditions in the central Sikh districts continue to cause anxiety. 
Gandhi is about to visit Lahore and Amritsar according to the latest information. 

Section 9. General .--The following are the main comments of the leading Indian 
papers on the Dtike's personal appeal in inaugurating the Indian legislature. Leader : 
Speech, though not startling was inspired with the spirit of goodwill. Amrita Bazar 
Pacrilta: Royal message is barren and is not capable of soothing the lacerated heart 
of India. Tribune : British statesmanship has lost an opportunity of conciliating 
India through the mouth of royalty which will be recorded by history as among its 
greatest blunders. The vernacular press of Bombay expressed disappointment at the 
Duke's speech and the King's message, which, they say, have utterly failed to produce 
any pacifying influence. English-owned and moderate India-owned, papers comment 
very favourably on the speech. The general effect of the personal appeal on those who 
heard it has already been reported. 

Secti.ni 10. How deep this feeling has penetrated will be tested on the 15th, 
when we shall debate on the question in tin- Legislative Assembly. 

The general situation is as reported in the concluding portion of last week's 
telegram. Replies are beginning to come in from the local governments to the 
letter which was summarized in the telegram of 29th January, and on. receipt of 
these we shall review the whole position and formulate the measures to be taken. 

If. (24th February).—Section. 1. Bombay.—The student situation has improved in 
the whole presidency, a reaction having set in. Many students are returning. Chotani 
has asked the leading nationalists to advise him before his departure for England. 
There will probably be a further intensive campaign to strengthen him at the allied 
conference. The debate on the Punjab disorders, in the Legislative Assembly, following 
on the appeal of the Duke, has had a good effect. His Royal Highness had a great 
reception in Bombay, though hartal had been organized previously. One market 
decided to close, and 300 private chauffeurs arranged to strike. The Bombay, Baroda 
and Central India railway workmen are still on strike. The dockers and labourers 
of the port trust railways are showing signs of restlessness. 

Section 2. At. a mass meeting the tramway workers passed a resolution declaring 
that, in order to obtain recognition of the duly constituted union, the men, if necessary, 
would declare a general strike. 

Section 3. Bengal.—The situation in the schools and colleges has not materially 
altered, but is showing signs of improvement in the Dacca division, where a majority 
of the institutions have re-opened, and are being fairly well attended. According to 
the press, the improvement has extended to Calcutta. The attendance at the few 
national schools established is poor. A significant development is an organization 
styled " Bangya Swaraj Sevak Sangha," in which student volunteers are gathering 
round a. nucleus of ex-detenus. The non-co-operation movement is largely engaged 
in arguing its case and in discussions of the campaign. Meetings of the working
-committees of the All-India congress committee were held the first week in February, 
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. when supervising and organizing members were appointed for each province. The 
staff of the schools and colleges opened, as national schools were directed to follow the 
new curriculum, and to aim at its full enforcement by the end of the current year : 
meanwhile to confine attention to handspinning and the cottage manufacture of ya rns : 
to teaching Hindustani through the Devauagri and. Urdu scripts ; and to training
students in the arts requisite for the efficient discharge of the work of village 
organization. Gandhi's power with the illiterate classes is increasing and illustrated, 
by rumours that the fafl in the price of ghee and cloth is due to his action. Bodies 
of strikers visited Calcutta, paid him a rupee each and promised to touch no wine 
again, during their lifetime. A. deputation of reserve constables were told by him 
they were servants of the public, whom they should not inconvenience, and shotdd 
weigh everything in the balance before they decided to give up service. 

Section. 4. In the course of the strike, the strikers attacked trams driven by 
Anglo-Indians leaving the Ivalighat depot on. the 18th, and. tried to rush the depot; a 
police force, under the deputy commissioner, proceeded to their protection. Rushed 
by the mob, the sergeants, under orders, fired revolvers in the air. A prison van 
being sent with reinforcements Was attacked, and the colour-sergeant in charge is 
alleged to have fired his revolver, killing one man and wounding three. A. magisterial 
enquiry is being made. 

United Provinces.—No further disturbances in Rae Bareilly and Fyzabad. Pom
more agitators have been arrested under sections 124A. and 153A ; in three cases for 
seditious speeches, and in the fourth case for speeches attempting to seduce the 
police from duty. As to the strike on. the Oudh and Rohilkund railway reported last 
-week, the latest news is, that the running stall' have nearly all returned to work and 
a considerable number of men to the locomotive shops. The office staff has also 
returned. The situation is well in hand, though the strike cannot yet be said, to have 
failed. 

Section 5 . It lias been decided that tbe magistrates in the remaining seven 
dis t r ic ts o£ Oudh shall prohibit meetings under section 44 of the Code of Criminal 
' Procedure. They will exercise-full discretion in allowing special meetings. A mixed 
-column of all arms is marching through Fyzabad and Sultaupur in order to show the 
flag. The itinerary provides for a inarch of about 10 days. The position in Fyzabad. 
is somewhat peculiar. No reports of crime are being made in pursuance of the present 
policy of the Kisam Sabhas to decide all. disputes, by panchayats. Few cases have 
been instituted in the civil courts. Unrest among the students is prominent in Luckuow 
and Benares, and coutinues elsewhere. Signs are.reported of a welcome activity in 
opposition to the prevailing agitation. In the Bitdaun district the local zamindars 
organized an opposition meeting against a large meeting at which prominent nationalist 
leaders were expected, which completely swamped the nationalists' meeting. The 
-commissioner reports that the local zamindars handled the situation, well. Hie com
missioner of Benares writes that the position is better, and that the tone of the people 
is one of effort by the people to do something for themselves rather than against 
the Government. 

Central. Provinces.—The non-co-operation agitation shows no signs of abatement: 
the poison is spreading to the large villages. Owing to the knowledge that the local 
Government has decided on the policy of prosecution of the more violent speakers, 
the tone of the speeches lias been more restrained, but the same gospel of non
co-operation is preached. The more sober-minded section of the people recognize 
the seriousness of the situation. Some cases have occurred of difficulty in Government 
servants obtaining supplies on tour and a social boycott continues to be practised. 
Great activity is shown in the attacks on the colleges and schools. The movement is 
gradually spreading throughout the province, and though the attendance at the high 
schools varies from 50 to 84 per cent., it is slowly decreasing. About 33 lawyers 
have withdrawn from practice in order to devote themselves to the cause of non-co
operation . 

Section 6. Under section .124A, Dr. M. It. Cholkar, a private medical practitioner 
and vice-president of the Nagpur municipality, been arrested to-day. He was produced 
before the district magistrate, and taken to the central jail amidst shouts of " Bande
mataram." The case will be heard on 3rd March. 

Section 7. Punjab.—There has been no marked development in non-co-operation. 
Owing to the operation of the Seditious Meetings Act, meetings are only possible in 
certain districts, but these are dangerous because they may result in the creation 



of disaffection in the minds of persons who came in contact with the propaganda 
for the first time. Non-co-operative panchayats are set up in different villages 
with the object of boycotting the executive authority. Students and hired preachers 
have been sent from Lahore to further the non-co-operation movement. It is 
expected they will be employed next to incite the zamindars to refuse payment of 
the land revenue. On the other hand, the commissioner at Lahore reports that he 
met some of the students who had attended the Gujranwalla meetings, and tha t 
none of them thought that lie was obliged to stir up the people not to pay land 
revenue, Lajpat Rai is reported to be organizing meetings and to be arranging 
for funds. The pleader class clo not support the non-co-operation movement whole
heartedly by giving up legal practice, and there is a good deal of disgust among 
the leaders. Sardar Sardal Singh, president of the district Sikh league and secretary 
of the provincial eongress:conmiittee, has been served with an order under section 144, 
Code of Criminal Procedure, not to leave the limits of the Lahore municipality. As 
regards the Akhali Dal movement to take possession of the Sikh shrines, it had 
been proposed to hold a preliminary conference of Neo-Sikhs and of the Mdhants 
aud Pujaris in possession of the shrines, with the object of settling upon the points 
in dispute. Since then, however, the affair at Nankana Sahib has occurred, and it is 
possible that this may necessitate the abandonment of this proposal and the adoption 
of other measures. 

SectionS. Delhi.—The outstanding event has been the Royal visit. The functions, 
passed off successfully, and the effect of the visit has been good with the better 
classes of the population and the troops collected in Delhi for the occasion. There 
were no untoward incidents and no obstruction was attempted. The attendance of the 
general public on the routes was meagre, but it must be remembered that the 
processions arranged did not lend themselves to great spectacular displays. Hartal 
was advertized for the 9th February, but it was a half-hearted affair as far as t h e 
shopkeepers were concerned. People could buy what they -wanted at the side doors. 
The partial hartal of the 14th affected no one. Gandhi opened the Tibbia college 
on the 13th. The ceremony included unveiling portraits of Lord and Lady Hardinge. 
Gandhi's address carefully avoided politics. 

Section 9. The schools and colleges in Delhi appear so far to have been singularly 
little affected by the intensive propaganda in. other large cities. 

North-West Frontier Province.—There has been a partial recrudescence of 
political agitation. Lajpat Rai's' visit to Rawalpindi,' and his promise to extend the 
tour to Peshawar, were signals for political meetings in Peshawar. His exclusion 
from the province disappointed the local agitators, and meetings of protest were 
held, It has been decided to form provincial congress committees, and district 
committees are already established in Peshawar and Dera Ismail Khan. Meetings 
have been held to advocate non-co-operation, and an appeal has been made to 
the schools. 

Burma.—There are.signs of increasing cleavage between tbe two parties in the 
YoungMen's Buddhist Association. In a debate in the Legislative Council one member 
assured the Government of co-operation if diarchy on liberal lines was adopted; on 
the-other hand, two priests and various laymen are touring the country and delivering 
violent speeches. The prosecution of one priest has been sanctioned. The educational 
boycott remains about the same. There are no signs of financial support in cash to 
the national schools movement, and the teachers in one of the national schools are 
on strike because they cannot get their pay. 

Madras.—Leaders of the non-co-operation movement have redoubled their efforts to 
win recruits for the organization known as the swarji volunteer corps, started by the 
local caliphate committee for propaganda' work ; but only 25 have joined up to the 
present. The campaign amongst the students was pressed, but the results are 
incommensurate with the.activities displayed. In Mof ussil, the efforts of the leaders met 
with little success, except in Malabar. Attempts made to secure Mopillas caused 
. some concern, and the local leaders called in Yakub Hassan and others. 

Section 10. The district magistrate of Calicut issued orders prohibiting caliphate 
meetings, and arrested Yakub Hassan and three others, who were ordered to execute 
security of Rs. 1,000 each, and on refusing to execute the bonds, were sentenced to 
six months' imprisonment. There was hartal in the city of Madras, but the local 
Government reports that, though the incidents caused some local excitement, t h e 
situation is well in hand, and that the shops are now opened. Business is proceeding 
as usual. A motion was raised in the Legislative Council, but talked out without a 
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division, the sense of the House strongly supporting the action of the district magistrate. 
The presidency caliphate committee resolved that arrangements' should he made for 
complete hartal throughout the presidency, to express the resentment of the people at 
the action of the district magistrate at Calicut. The chairman of the Calicut munici
pality resigned as a protest. Yakub Hassan has had a statement published in 
Hindu to the effect that the district, magis t ra tes order was disobeyed, so as to 
lirrpress on the people the non-violent character of the non-co-operation programme. 
If 20,000' people had assembled at the meeting and gone back disappointed they 
would have carried disaffection far wider. A. vakils' meeting in Mahajana Sabha 
resolved to start arbitration courts, from 1st March. In Bihar a number of constables 
resigned in Patna and Gaya. I t was understood to be due to the efforts of agitators, 
and the constables were interviewed and asked to withdraw their resignations, as they 
did not understand the position. At Gaya all the, constables who had. resigned, 
except 37, withdrew their resignations and resumed duty. There has been, no move
men t whatever amongst the constables of Patna, who realize that (lie Gaya movement 
has failed. The situation in this respect lias much improved. A renewed attack 
upon schools and colleges has not met with much success, and most of the students 
who left have returned. A press message states the district magistrate at Arrah 
served a notice on Mazarul llaque and Rajendra Prasad forbidding them to enter the . 
proscribed limits of the town under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. 

. Assam.—The school campaign had but little real success. A large caliphate 
meeting, presided over by Chanda, fell rather flat. 

Section 11. General.— On the whole there are some signs of improvement. The 
attack on educational institutions has apparently suffered a check. Gandhi appears 
to be realizing the danger of tampering with the masses, and has written an 
article .in which he declares that it is dangerous to make political use of factory 
labourers1 or peasantry. How far his advice on this" point will be accepted by his 
followers remains to be seen ; but the fact that he is not inclined to lend Ins assistance 
to agitators who are endeavouring to stir up the masses, undoubtedly reduces the 
danger of this side of the non-co-operation movement securing any great measure of 
success. At the same time, the situation in this country is l iable, to change with 
great rapidity, and it would be unwise to base any confident inferences on what 
may prove to be a merely temporary improvement. Our relations with the Indian 
legislature are at present excellent, and this is having a distinct effect on the country. 

The Sevres Treaty.—On 23rd February the Viceroy sent the following telegram 
to the Secretary of State for India:— 

In the course of the discussion in the Council of State on the 21st, on a motion 
to adjourn the house to discuss Indian moslem representation at the inter-allied 
conference now sitting, the home member undertook to cable to you the views of the 
moslem members of the Indian legislature. The following are the representations 
which they have asked to be telegraphed :  

"(1.) Turkish independence and autonomy should be made a reality. I t should 
not remain a fiction as it is at present under the treaty of Sevres. 

" (2) Thrace, Adriauople,. Smyrna, and such other parts of Asia Minor as are 
predominantly Turkish in race, should be given back to Turkey, subject 
to the protection of the minorities in those provinces. 

" (3) All Arab provinces should be given complete autonomy without any direct 
or indirect control or interference of any non-moslem Power. They 
should be left alone to themselves as the Mussalmans of India consider it 
contrary to the last will and inj unction of the Holy Prophet that any non
moslem Power should exercise any control or authority over these 

. : ; provinces. 
' " (4) All the holy places of the Mussalmans should be placed under the suzerainty, 

if not the rule, of the Sultan of Turkey, the Khalifa of the Mussalmans." 
Our own impression is that these demands ask for more than would. probably 

meet the expectations of the moderate element in the mohamedan population, and' 
we are confirmed in this view by BhurgrPs speech in opening the debate. It is 
true that he also asked that full autonomy should be granted to the Arab provinces 
by setting up Arab Governments there, but the impression which the debate has left 
o n u s is that the grant of demand. No. 2, and of some suzerainty (Bhurgri himself 

. used the words "suzerainty, however, nominal.:') of the Sultan over Mecca and 
Medina would go far to allay the resentment now felt by moderate Mohamedans. 



Meeting of Prime Ministers next June.— On 20th February Mr. Churchill 
telegraphed to the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa and to the Governor of Newfoundland, informing them that His Majesty's 
Government had had under examination the cpiestion of the agenda, and that it 
appeared to them that the following subjects were of first importance :— 

(1) The renewal of the Anglo-Japanese alliance. 
i'2) Naval, military ancl air defence. 
(3) Arrangements for securing a common imperial policy in foreign affairs. 
(-1) The composition, meeting place, and agenda of the constitutional conference 

contemplated in resolution 9 of the Imperial War Conference of till.7. 
As in the case of the sessions of the Imperial War Cabinet in 19.17 ancl 1918; 

it was also proposed that the opening meetings should include statements as to 
the general position on the main issues of foreign ancl imperial policy by the 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and other Ministers concerned. 

The question of inter-imperial communications by laud and sea had been proposed 
by Australia and " the position of British Indians in other parts of the Empire " by 
India, in addition to the above subjects. He himself had suggested the inclusion in 
the former of communications by air. 

-Other matters which would or might require discussion were:— 
(a) The recommendations of the oversea settlement conference recently held in 

London. 
(h) The development of civil aviation ; 
(c) The reports of the imperial shipping committee appointed as a result of 

resolutions 11 and 24- of the Imperial War Conference, 1918 ; 
(rf) The findings of the technical commission appointed in connexion with the 

imperial wireless s cheme-see my telegram of 21st. January 1921 [B.E.R., 
xxxvii, p . 7] ; 

(e) Reparation (division of any amount received between various parts of British 
Empire in particular); 

(/) An imperial statistical bureau ; 
(g) Imperial patents. 
If your Prime Minister has any subjects not included in the above list to suggest 

we should be grateful if he would telegraph them, and also furnish, as soon as 
possible, explanatory memoranda. 

Memoranda on all the questions named above, except those proposed by Australia 
ancl India, are being prepared here ancl they will be despatched as soon as ready. 

It is suggested that as questions of defence ancl civil aviation froth seem likely 
to need a good deal of detailed examination with departments here, any expert advisers 
on these subjects required by your Prime Minister should reach the United Kingdom, 
if possible, three weeks before the commencement of the actual meetings. 

Conference an Electrical Communications [B.E.R., xxxvii, p. 7].—On 18th 
February the-Governor-General of New Zealand replied to the telegram sent by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies on 21st January, saying :— 

My Government is satisfied as to the competence of the wireless commission to 
allot wave-lengths. Our present requirements above 5,000 metres are nil, as regular 
long-distance communications from Awanui, New Zealand, to Apia ancl Rarotonga are 
carried out on 2,000 to 3,500 metres, and irregular emergency communication with 
Fiji and Sydney is carried out over same range of wave-lengths. New Zealand 
telefunken stations at Awanui and Awarua are not equipped for transmission above 
3,500 metres. In the event of such wave-lengths becoming forbidden by an inter
national telegraphic convention, suitable wave-lengths should be reserved for New 
Zealand in order to enable the above-mentioned services to be maintained efficiently. 
Further, in the event of these stations being modernized with valve transmitters, 
similar action will be necessary. In the meantime, no other long-distance service is 
-contemplated. 



CANADA. 

Miscellaneous.-The following items of . information have been communicated 
by. the department of External Affairs : — 

(1) The"Cauadian Parliament was opened by the Duke of Devonshire, Governor-
Greneral of the Dominion, on Monday, 14th February. 

(2) The speech from the Throne on the occasion of the opening of the Dominion 
Parliament at Ottawa announced legislation for the revision of the customs tariff 
of Canada. 

(3) The Right Honourable C. J . Doherty, K.C., Minister of Justice of Canada, 
has announced in the House of Commons at Ottawa that the Dominion Government 
will appoint a Minister to represent Canada at Washington as soon as a suitable 
person can be secured for the post. 

(4) Business conditions in Canada continue to show steady improvement. 
(5) The patronage accorded to the initial experiment indicates that the Canadian 

Government.merchant marine passenger service to the West Indies will prove a 
success. 

(6) The Honourable William Sloan, M.P., Minister' of Mines of British. Columbia, 
announces that the Canadian Pacific Railway Company will immediately begin a 
thorough survey of 2,000,000 acres of mineral-bearing lands on Vancouver Island. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxxv, p. 10].-- On 22nd February the Governor-General telegraphed 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies as follows :— 

The British-Australian Wool Realization Association Limited, has been 
incorporated now, and is entitled to commence business. The assets here are vested 
in the central wool committee appointed by the Government of the Commonwealth of 
Australia under war precaution wool and sheepskins regulations. l i re Prime Minister 
has received from the association an undertaking to carry out the assurances contained 
in my telegram of 7th January, and asks that the Government of the Commonwealth 
of Australia be authorized to direct the -central wool committee (a) to transfer to the 
Wool Realization Association such assets in the Commonwealth as belong to the 
Australian wool growers, and (6) also transfer to the Wool Realization Association such 
assets in the Commonwealth as belong to the British Government, to he dealt with by 
the Wool Realization Association as agent for your Government and as directed by 
you pending the settlement of agency terms. It is also desired that the transfer in 
like manner of Australian assets in England and elsewhere than in Australia to the 
association through the British board be authorized and directed. A power of 
attorney in favour of the British board of the association, authorizing them to receive 
and take over such assets, has been forwarded by the association to the British board 
in London. 

Pacific Islands [B.E.R., i, p. 3].—On 28th February the Governor-General 
telegraphed to the Secretary of State as follows:— 

Pursuant to article 1 of the Nauru Island agreement, the Government of the 
Commonwealth of Australia has appointed Brigadier-General Thomas Griffiths, C.M.G., 
O.B.E., D,S.O., to be administrator of Nauru for five years from 16th February 1921. 
It is expected that Brigadier-General Griffiths will arrive at Nauru towards the end of 
April. Brigadier-General Griffiths was formerly commandant of the Australian 
Imperial Force headquarters, London, and since last April has been acting as 
administrator of the New Guinea territory. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

Meat [B.E.R., xxxv, p . 1 3 ] . - T h e following telegram was sent by the Governor-
General to. the Secretary of State on 27th February:— 

A very serious position has developed in New Zealand consequent on the fact 
that offers to purchase frozen beef and mutton by overseas buyers are either non
existent or based on so low a figure that, after paying charges together with freight 
to the United Kingdom, practically little or no return will accrue to the producer. 
One most important matter in this connexion lies in the high freight rate charged 



"by the tonnage committee for shipping space controlled by His Majesty's Government,, 
--and representations, which have been made already through the High Commissioner 
for New Zealand, have not secured the concessions which are absolutely 
necessary in order to save a collapse of the market here in respect - of beef and 
mutton in particular. A further cable has been sent by the Prime Minister to 
the High Commissioner, but it is desired to supplement this by placing the position 
before you, and it is earnestly requested that you will give this matter your most 
careful attention, as not only is the producer suffering heavy losses, but the finances 
of tbe Dominion generally must be most seriously affected unless adequate relief is 
afforded. Such relief could be given by a material reduction in freight rates on 
refrigerated shipping space, which are at present on an extremely high basis, in spite of 
tbe fact that freight rates on general cargo space throughout the world generally have 
fallen, heavily, and, further, it is understood that the cost of bunker coal, which was 
previously instanced as one important factor which rendered high freight rates neces
sary, has fallen considerably. An additional disability, which is having far-reaching 
effects, lies in the totally inadequate quantity of refrigerated shipping which is 
allocated to the New Zealand trade for the present and immediately succeeding 
months. Consequent on this shortage of shipping, much of the frozen meat already 
produced, has missed the best market, and, moreover, British buyers, largely as the 
result of uncertainty as to time of delivery, are entirely refraining from making any 
forward purchases, thus seriously embarrassing producers and freezing companies 
through their inability to realize on stocks already in store, and. through having to 
finance these stocks without any certainty of when they can. be realized. This again 
is operating detrimentally to dominion finance as a whole, which is now in a position 
requiring most careful handling. I t is earnestly requested that you. will take such 
-steps as wall afford the relief, which is daily becoming more absolutely necessary, in 
-order to avoid a most serious financial position in the Dominion. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Wool.—This telegram from the Governor-General of South Africa was received, 
"by the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 1st March :— 

My Ministers wish to express their warm appreciation of the offer which His 
Majesty's Government has made to purchase the 1919-1920 wool clip. They are glad 
to accept the offer and agree to all the conditions stated in your telegram of the 
19th January. 

There are between 50,000 and 60,000 bales still unsold in the Union of last 
seasohs wool. This includes approximately 5,000 bales of scoured wool. It has not, 
however, been possible to ascertain what proportion of the above total quantity is 
likely to be offered, although it is thought by the wool trade at the various ports that 
there is every prospect of the whole quantity becoming available. 

On receipt of a reply to this telegram it is proposed to request holders of last 
season's wool to register their clips within a given period if they are willing to accept 
the offer. 

I t is suggested that the offer shall, include all scoured wools of the 1919-1920 
-season, and that they be purchased on the 1918-19.1.1 schedule of clean-scoured prices, 
plus a reasonable charge for scouring, with clue allowance of, say, up to id. per pound 
for deficiency in scouring, and that clean-scoured prices for coarse and coloured wools 
be fixed at two and a half times those for coarse and coloured in the grease. 

The wool trade here wishes to know what period is meant by 1919-1920 season, 
..arid whether unsold wools shipped to the United Kingdom are included in the offer. 
Arrangements would, have to be made in London for the appraisement of such wools 
if they are included. 

My Ministers agree that the organization for the valuing and paying of the wool 
-and for carrying out the scheme generally shall be the same as that adopted for 1917; 
but, with' a view to economy, they recommend that, instead of having a central 
-committee of five members, only one officer, assisted by a small advisory committee at 
-each port and such staff as may be required, be appointed by the Union Government 
to control and manage tbe scheme. They recommend that this officer should be paid 
-at the rate of 1,2001. per annum, which was the salary paid during the last scheme to 
-each member of the central committee. 

My Ministers wish to know whether His i\Jajesty's Government desire that the 
Director of Raw Materials should confirm the appointment of the appraisers. They 



also wish to know whether the wool purchase should be insured. Wools purchased! 
under the last scheme were not insured. 

In view of the re-imposition of the tariff on wool by the United States and the
failure of the negotiations with the Germans, unless some outlet'can be found for this 
season's wool, it is feared that the state of the South African wool market, which is. 
already critical, will become infinitely worse and bring about a financial crisis. 

The difficulties with which His Majesty's Government are faced are fully realized 
by my Ministers, who naturally feel somewhat diffident to make any proposals which 
are likely to add thereto, but any assistance which His Majesty's Government could 
give in any way towards finding an outlet for this seasons wool would be greatly 
appreciated and would help to solve the financial stringency which confronts the-
Union Government. 

Further, my Ministers fear that the mohair industry will cease to exist unless an 
outlet can soon be found for the mohair. The plight of the growers is even worse
than that of the sheep farmers. They have three years' mohair on hand, and 
positively no market or prospects, and my Ministers enquire whether it would not be 
possible for mohair to be included in His Majesty's Governments offer for last season's 
wool.-

My Ministers state that they would be grateful if they could have an early reply 
to this telegram. 

Senate Elections.-On 24 th February Reute rs agent at Capetown telegraphed 
the following final results in the elections to the Senate, apart from the eight members, 
already nominated :—-

South African Party - - - - - 17 
. Nationalists - - - - - - 13 
. Labour - - - - - - 2 

Mr. N. J . de Wet, the Minister of Justice, who was defeated in the Legislative 
Assembly elections, becomes senator for the Transvaal, while Mr. F. W. Reitz, 
Ex-President of the Orange Free State and President of the late Union Senate, who--
Was not re-nominated for the Orange Free State owing to political exigencies, has 
been elected for the Transvaal. 

In another telegram he pointed out that an interesting feature of the Senate
elections was that the South African party had gained an additional seat in the Cape
province through labour voting in their favour. It was considered most probable
that the .South African party would secure 25 seats, which would give them a 
majority of 10. 

- General Smuts' Majority.—In a letter from an official of the South Africa 
branch of the Empire Parliamentary Association, it was stated that General Smuts" 
majority was certainly a surprise to many, although it was remarkable how close the
result was to the estimate formed by General Smuts himself. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs are taken from the reports of the Ministry of Labour 
for 5th and 12th March :  -

Relief of Unemployment [5th March] . -The situation continues to cause uneasiness, 
particularly in the mining districts, where unemployment is rapidly increasing. The. 
progress of the various emergency measures, however, is well maintained; and the 
number of additional men employed through their operation has increased. 

In connexion with the introduction of short-time working in Government 
establishments, the threat of the trade union representatives of the departmental joint 
industrial councils concerned to secede from, the councils has now beet), withdrawn, 
the workers being satisfied with the assurance they have received, that i t is the 
intention of the Government, and of the official side of the councils, as representing 
the Government, to adhere to the objects and constitution of the councils, and. to make 
the fullest possible use of the machinery provided by them. 

[12th March].—No decision has yet been reached concerning the proposals for the 
absorption of 50,000 unemployed ex-service men in the building industry. A private 
conference of the executive councils of the unions affiliated to the National Federation 
of Building Trades Operatives was held, on the 3rd and 4th March. Some differences 
of.opinion appeared to exist among the delegates on "the general principles of dilution. 
It. is reported that some delegates declared dilution to be totally unnecessary, while 
others urged that, if it were accepted, there should be adequate safeguards for the 
protection of the industry. The bricklayers are said to be willing to consider 
favourably a scheme for increasing the supply of skilled workers by the upgrading of 
labourers already in the industry, but it is not thought probable that any such 
proposal will be brought forward unless the Government decide to withdraw their 
proposals. The Federation have not yet been made acquainted with the Governments 
proposals to the employers, which were recently submitted by the executive of the 
employers'federation to their members, with a recommendation that they should be 
accepted. A ballot vote of the employers is being taken on the question of 
acceptance. 

Organization of the Unemployed [Sth March].—The London district council of 
--unemployed organizations have recently shown further signs of activity. They are 
endeavouring to create an unofficial organization, representative of the unemployed 
of the whole country, with the object of obtaining work or maintenance at trade 
union rates ; the immediate re-establishment of trade with .Russia ; and the full and 
complete recognition of the Soviet Government. To this end. they are appealing for 
the support of the organizations of the unemployed which' have been formed in 
different parts of the country, and have proposed that a national conference be 
called. 

The unemployed in the Merthyr area have now organized themselves into one 
body with a, central, council, whose objects are to bring pressure upon local authorities 
to provide work or adequate maintenance for the unemployed; to receive and 
distribute sums for the purpose of alleviating distress among the unemployed and 
their dependants ; and to co-ordinate the work of all similar organizations with a 
viewr to taking concerted action if the occasion for it should arise. The executive 
committee of 20 members is to consist of representatives of industries in proportion 
to their local importance, the miners having 6 representatives, the railwaymen, 
steelworkers and builders 3 each, the shop assistants and bakers 2, and other
trades 3. 

Movement for Readjustment [12th March].—It is clear that a movement for 
readjustment is taking shape throughout a very wide range of industries, and it is 
difficult to forecast whatShay be its outcome. It appears that proposals are being
made that the parliamentary committee of the trades union congress should, call a 
special conference next month, in order to co-ordinate the action of the whole Labour 
movement to meet the "uni ted attack on w a g e s " ; rumours are also current that 
endeavours are being made to promote combined action by the triple alliance in this 
matter. It is conceivable that some form of agreement for a reduction, of wages and 



-corresponding limitation of. profits may be reached "in one industry, which will set a 
precedent for a peaceful, settlement in all others. On the other hand, there is also the 
possibility that a case of; direct action by one group of employers, or of workpeople, 
may 'be the cause of extended sympathetic action throughout the country and 
precipitate a very serious crisis. ' 

COLONIES, PROTECTORATES, &c. 

EGYPT. 

i - The Official Delegation.—Telegraphing [No. 147] on. 8th March, Lord Allenby 
reported that, in regard. .to the negotiations for the formation of an official delegation, 

;after explaining to those concerned what he considered to be the main objects to be 
aimed at, his policy had been to leave the arrangements in the hands of the Sultan in 
-consultation, with the leaders. The objects he had indicated had been that the 
delegation, should have the best possible prospect of obtaining acceptance of tbe 
agreement by a future Representative Assembly, and that it should have the necessary 
authority behind it to control the situation in the country during the negotiations. 
He had. also pointed out that the delegation should be in general sympathy with the 
policy of the British Government.' 

Mr. GhurchilVs Mission.—The following telegram from Mr. Churchill was received 
-on .15 th March :  - . 

Sir Percy Cox and General llaldane arrived here on the l l t h . The conference 
opened on the morning of the 12th with a short introductory meeting followed by
formal political, and military committees for the "discussion of reduction of expenditure 
in Mesopotamia. The political committee, presided over by myself, consists of Sir 
Percy Cox .and his - staff witli officials of the Middle East department, the Arab 
Minister being called in ;(as) required. The military committee, presided over by 
General sCongreve, "consists of General Haldane and his stall, Ironside, Trenchard and 
his staff, Radcli(f£?)e and Crosland. The two committees will hold combined meetings 
to co-ordinate recommendations. Sir Herbert Samuel will arrive on the 16th, by 
which date I hope to be free to discuss Palestine and Trans-Jordania leaving the 
Mesopotamia -committees" to work out details. Opportunity is also being taken, to 
-consider Aden, Somaliland and the Arab littoral of the Persian Gulf. The High 
-Commissioner for.Cyprus will, pay a short visit on the 18th. 

INDIA. 

Mission to Kabul [B.E.R., xxxviii, p. 3].—The Viceroy transmitted [295 S.] on 
. 1st March, a telegram, dated the day before, from Sir Henry Dobbs, in which he reported 
tha t he had attended the Amirs accession durbar, at which the members of the 
Russian Mission were also present. The proceedings had been opened by the Home 
Minister reading a long flattering address, to which the Amir replied, asserting his 
devotion to his country. Tarsi, standing next to Sir Henry, stated he had been 
tcharged by.'the representatives of two Powers present to, congratulate the Amir. In 
-acknowledgment the Amir expressed his pleasure at receiving the congratulations of 
two neighbouring-friendly Powers, and his desire to live at peace and harmony with 
them on one condition, which he left to be inferred, that- the independence of 
Afghanistan b e respected. The durbar then terminated. 

On 4th March the Secretary of State telegraphed [1343] to the Viceroy saying 
that he could not assent to what was apparently proposed, viz., in the last resort, to 
sign a treaty with the Afghans, without their arrangements-with the Bolshevik 
Government being disclosed, and without any stipulation against money -or arms
being received, by the Afghans from the' Bolsheviks. If the Afghans accepted1 

-Sir Henry's proposals, which were-directed against Bolshevik consulates'arid intrigue, 
they must be-prepared to produce the treaty with the Bolsheviks as evidence of good 
faith, otherwise negotiations must come to an end, His Majesty's Government did. 



not contemplate the idea of a double subsidy with any favour, and should this appear
in the treaty the conclusion of our own treaty would become impossible. Sir Henry 
Dobbs was to be instructed that even if the terms of the treaty were disclosed, and he 
thought that they would justify the continuation oE negotiations, he was in the first 
place to telegraph the terms for the consideration of His Majesty's Government. 

On 7th March the Viceroy reported [317 S.1 that the instructions contained in the'
foregoing telegram had been repeated to Sir Henry Dobbs, with the additions that 
(1) negotiations were to be broken off if his demands regarding Bolshevik consulates 
and intrigues were refused ; (2) the disclosure of the Bolshevik treaty was to be 
demanded, and the terms, if disclosed, were to be reported at once, with his recom- . 
mendations, for orders ; (3) Sir Henry was to base his attitude over the Bolshevik, 
subsidy, in following the injunction of the Secretary of State, on the Viceroy's 
November letter [B.E.R., xxx, p . 2 ] ; (4) the treaty was to be made subject "to
ratifications. ' . 

The Secretary of State telegraphed [1435] his approval of these instructions on 
9 th March. 

Sir Henry Dobbs sent a long telegram, which was transmitted [327 S.] by 
the Viceroy on 9th March, in which be acknowledged the receipt of the instructions, 
recorded above, and gave, his considered opinions as to what might be expected to
happen, ancl as to the procedure he would have to adopt, l i e pointed out that the 
Afghans would certainly not forgo gifts of arms from the Bolsheviks unless we were 
prepared to provide the equivalent. Also, the Afghans would demand to see the
whole of our draft treaty before consenting to reply to our requests in this connexion. 
He emphasised the necessity of his being in a position, if he obtained the disclosure

- of the Bolshevik treaty and the elimination of money gifts, to proceed at once to make
the demands necessitated by his instructions, without waiting for further orders from 
the Secretary of State. 

A further- telegram from Sir Henry Dobbs was transmitted [399 3.] by the.-
Viceroy on 10th March. In this he called attention to the striking change in the 
attitude of the Afghans towards the British ancl the Bolsheviks. For some time past 
the demeanour of the Afghans had been in marked contrast in its coldness towards 
the British and friendliness towards the Bolsheviks. Since the accession durbar ihis 
had completely changed, and there were constant indications of the reversed 
condition of affairs. Sir Henry ascribed this partly to the result of the discussion 
of the Turkish treaty, partly to the good effect of the D u k  e of ConnaughFs speech on 
the opening of the Assemblies, partly to the fact that the truth about the Bolshevik
regime -was leaking out and annoyance at the delay in the ratification of the treaty,, 
ancl partly as the result of his own revelations and tin? Afghan hope for liberal terms. 

The Viceroy's Weekly Reports.—The following telegram was sent by the Vicerov 
on 7th March :— 

I. (7th March). Section I. Punjab.--The occurrence at Nankana Sahib lias 
overshadowed everything else. The Sikhs are bound to be inflamed to a dangerous 
extent by the murder of their co-religionists, but it is hoped the sympathetic attitude 
taken by the Government will have a steadying effect. In some quarters attempts 
have been made to throw the responsibility on Government officials. But the Punjab 
Government has issued a disclaimer and stated their determination to do their utmost 
to bring the criminals to justice. The fanaticism of the Sikhs is also indicated by 
the continued seizure of shrines by the Akali Dal party, in (? which) undesirable 
elements have enlisted. Fifteen members of a party which took possession of a 
shrine in Amritsar were ex-convicts. Otherwise the situation in the province is 
reported to be somewhat improved. Gandhi in his recent visits attracted large 
crowds ; but the people evinced no great enthusiasm or excitement, ancl his speeches 
were pitched in a lower key. IPs visit was free from undesirable accompaniments, 

. and at Lahore he had an interview with the Governor. 

Section 2. He rebuked the students for their noisy methods, and the lawyers for
their failure to suspend practice. In one or two isolated instances non-payment of the 
next instalment of laud revenue was spoken of. Panchayats have continued their
activities in Jullundur. In one village the determination of the people not to report. 
to the magistracy or police led to wholesale pilfering of the crops. In view of the 
violent speeches made at Lyallpur, Rupar and elsewhere, orders had been issued 
under tire Defence of India Act requiring Dr. Kitchlew and Mr. Rambhaj Datt to
abstain from attending or addressing any public meeting in the province. 



q. 

Section 3. Delhi. J -Some Sikhs endeavoured unsuccessfully to proclaim har ta l 
.on receiving the news of the. Xankana Sahib affair. Their failure has somewhat 
-embittered their relations. with the Mohamedan. agitators, who again are unpopular 
with a section of Hindus for advising the Delhi confectioner member to take and 
retain his seat in the Legislative Assembly. The real basis for the general ill-feeling 

-appears to be the increasing difficulty of raising funds for agitation. Rival patriots . 
accuse each other of corruption. '' 

Section 4. Judgement was pronounced in the Delhi burial case on 1st March. 
Abdulla and one other accused were sentenced to three months' simple imprisonment 
and to furnish security. The other two accused were acquitted. A half-hearted 
hartal was organized in the afternoon on the news of the conviction, being, spread, 
and an indignation meeting was held, at Ghaziabad outside Delhi. 

Bengal.—The attendance at schools and colleges is satisfactory; the magisterial 
-enquiry into the Kalighat riot is not yet completed. The Lillooah strikers caused 
trouble at Howrah station, and interfered with the running of t rains; they did 

-considerable damage at Howrah, cutting the telephone and telegraph wires, setting fire 
to a railway gate, belabouring workmen who refused to stop work, and holding up 
trains. There was considerable inconvenience to passengers for several hours and 
several persons were injured. The situation is how well in hand and the lines and 
station approaches are all being guarded by police and military. A press agency 
reports that C. B. Das has been prohibited from entering Mymensingh and that two 
persons, the secretaries of the local association and of the caliphate committee, have 
been served with a notice under the Criminal Procedure Code to provide security. 

Section '5. B u r m a . - T h e r e has been a remarkable development in the political 
situation. The advanced press advocates complete Home Rule. A. mass meeting on the 
27th was largely attended by persons from all over the province, and resolutions in 
favour of complete Home Rule were carried with enthusiasm. This is probably viewed 
with disfavour by the Burman deputation and the more responsible leaders of the young 
Barman movement. Non-co-operation was openly threatened at this meeting. The 
supporters of the Home Rule movement involving separation from India and 
--(? Indians) were absent from, the meeting. (? Indians), however, are continuing their 
-activities, and the judgement of the Chief Court,, upholding under section 153 (A) 
Indian Penal Code, the conviction of the editor and the printer of the Rangoon 
Mail, was made the occasion for much noisy agitation. 

Section 6. Central Provinces.—In connexion with Dr. CholkaFs arrest reported 
last week, disturbances occurred at Nagpur ; the arrest was effected without trouble, 
but a large meeting of protest was held, and on the 23rd there was a general hartal, 
though the mill hands refused to strike in spite of the endeavours, of the non-co
operators. On the 24-th a large crowd assembled to prevent excise auction sales being 
held at the district court. A liquor contractor was assaulted; and the police pressed 
back the mob towards the city, when it dispersed. Two European officers and a few 
police constables were injured, but not seriously. The mob collected again in the 
-city aud looted several liquor shops, the police force being insufficient to restrain 
them. A mass meeting was held at night, but nothing further occurred. A small 
military force was requisitioned from Kamptee. The next morning there was no 
hartal and the mills were at work. The schoolboys are still somewhat excited. The 
district magistrate prohibited public meetings for one month under section 144 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code. On the 25th everything was quiet. Attempts were 
made to hold a public meeting, but the crowd dispersed quietly on being informed by 
the police that the meeting was prohibited and would, be dispersed by force. The 
-excise auction did not take place because the contractors were afraid to attend on 
account of the riot at the district court. The latest news is that the position is 
quieter in the city, and that there has been some revulsion of feeling among the sober 

-elements. The deputy commissioner interviewed the principal non-co-operation 
leaders and warned them that the Government were determined to enforce orders, 

-prohibiting meetings and to maintain peace ami order to the full extent of the
force at their disposal. The leaders promised to use their influence, but would give 
no guarantee. The deputy commissioner issued orders under section .144 prohibiting; 
persons entering the civil lines from the city -except for good reasons, because he 
feared the possibility of another demonstration at the district court during the hearing; 
of a case in which Dr. Paranjpye is showing cause against an order prohibiting the 
picketing of liquor shops. Pickets are posted at the principal streets, but no attempt 
l ias been made to disobey orders. The order under section .1.44 issued against 
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Paramjpye has since been confirmed and made absolute for two months. The-
Governor sent a message to the Council regarding the Nagpur disturbances, in which 
he repudiated /false statements regarding the Government policy, and stated that the 
Government would use all lawful and reasonable means for the enforcement of 
authority by taking action within the law against offenders, and invited support from 
all responsible persons against the movement directed towards the subversion o f 
authority and Government. 

Section 7. North-West Frontier Province.—-At a meeting held at Banna on 26th 
by the local congress committee, very objectionable anti-Government speeches were
made, and the non-payment of income tax was advocated. The caliphate committee
is widening the area of meetings. One has been held in the Bakka Khel limits, 
and more are proposed among the other Wa/ir is . They are also now openly a n t i -
Government and objectionable. The deputy commissioner proposes to give the
caliphate committee written notice forbidding the holding o f meetings anywhere in 
thed is t r i c twi thout his previous sanction. If the orders are disobeyed, he proposes 
action under section 40 of Frontier Crimes Regulations against the leaders. Bis 
proposed action has been approved by the chief commissioner, who has informed us 
that, should the situation develop and action under the Seditious Meetings Act appea r 
desirable, he will make an official application to the Government of India. 

Section 8. Bihar and Orissa.—Vigorous action is now being taken under the
ordinary law against agitators, and the Governments action is evoking considerable
resentment in the extremist press. The Independent of Allahabad has a daily 
heading "T ide of Repression " and cites cases. At the same time the "discussion o f 
questions in the Legislative Council on a motion for adjournment indicated the
approval of the majority of members of the Government's action. 

Madras.—Yakub Hasaids arrest caused much excitement in the Presidency, 
and complete hartal was observed on the 27th Four Mopilas were' sentenced t  o 
imprisonment for compelling hartal raid preventing non-caliphates from entering the
mosques. 

Section. 9. General.—Gandhi in a recent tour in the United Provinces, 
emphasized the following conditions as essential to the early attainment of swaraj:— 

(I) Unity between Hindus and Mohamedans ; 
' (2) Adoption of non-violent methods ; and 

(3) The spinning wheel. '-
He held aloof from the wilder elements and conspicuously avoided the Kisan 

Sabhas. We' have been threatened with two serious strikes, one in the telegraph, 
department, and the second in the railways. We made preparations ; but the first is: 
now definitely off, and the second has been postponed pending discussion. 

Though we consider it necessary to report all incidents of which information is
received, too much importance should not lie attached to isolated events. In our 
opinion, the improvement noted in last weeids telegram is generally maintained, but . 
the Sikh movement is causing anxiety as before. 

THE DOMINIONS. 

Conference on State-aided Empire Settlement.—-On 28th February the Secretary 
of State for the Colouies sent the following telegram to the Governors-General of
-Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa :— 

The following is a summary of the proceedings of the conference on state-aided' 
Empire settlement. It was agreed from.the outset that the number of new openings 
available for other classes of workers in the Dominions depended upon an increase
in the number of primary producers, and that the establishment of settlers from the-
United Kingdom as primary producers on laud, overseas must be the foundation o f 
any comprehensive scheme of Empire settlement or Empire directed migration. As 
the outcome of discussions, the conference decided to recommend to the Governments 
concerned that proposals for such a . comprehensive policy, to be carried out over a 
period of years, should be definitely formulated at the forthcoming meeting of Prime



i

Ministers', and suggested certain general outlines as a basis for discussion, which, may
he summarized as follows :— i 

(1) His Majesty s Government, subject to the full financial co-operation of the 
Dominions concerned, to co-operate, with the Dominion Governments in 
approved schemes of land settlement to the extent of making advances to 
settlers up to a maximum of 300?.. per settler. 

(2) His Majesty'? Government and -rthe oversea Governments concerned to 
contribute equally towards the cost of such schemes for assisted passages 
or other kindred schemes as might be agreed upon after the termination 
of the present British scheme of ex-service free passages. 

It was intimated that the amount of assistance which His Majesty's Government 
could give would depend both upon the amounts contributed by the Dominions, and 
upon the financial position of the United Kingdom, but would not in any case exceed
a maximum of 2,000,000?. in any one year. 

h i addition to the above recommendations the conference passed the following 
resolutions :— 

(1) That in cases where money for expenses overseas is advanced to settlers 
from' Government funds, the money should be paid to the overseas 
representative in this country on the settlers' account and transmitted 
overseas for payment to the settlers on arrival. 

(2) That the bonus system, i.e., the system of recruiting settlers by means of per 
caput bonus payments to third parties, should be abolished as from 

. 1st July 1921. 
(3) That it is desirable, in order to emphasize the distinction between the 

movement, of British subjects within the Empire and emigration to or 
immigration from foreign countries, that such expressions as " oversea 
settlement," " E m p i r e set t lement" or "Brit ish settlement," "oversea 
set t lers" or " British se t t le rs" should be used in preference to 
" emigration " or " immigration," " e m i g r a n t s " or " immigrants ," these 

 latter expressions being confined to movement to or from countries outside 
the Empire. 

Shipowners' Liability under Bills of Lading.—On 9th March the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies telegraphed as follows to the Governors-General of Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, and the Governor of Newfoundland:— 

The Imperial Shipping Committee have submitted their report on the limitation 
of shipowners' liability under bills of lading. They recommend unanimously 
uniform legislation throughout the Empire on the lines of the existing Acts, but 
based more precisely on the Canadian Water Carriage Goods Act, .1910, subject to 
provisions in regard to (i) exceptional cases in which goods can be carried at 
owner's r i sk ; (ii) the precise definition of the physical limits to a shipowners 
liability; and (iii) the fixing of the maximum monetary limits of liability. The 
report deals with methods of deciding upon exceptions ami limits, and in this 
connexion proposes the establishment, of a special body common to the Empire, and 
indicates other matters which might be referred to such a body. The constitution of 
this body and other functions it might undertake are deferred for a later report. 

.o The report is' being addressed jointly to His Majesty's Government and the 
oversea Governments ; and I understand the chairman is sending a copy by mail to 
your I "rime Minister. As this particular report of the committee affects the United 
Kingdom mainly, and it is thought advisable to give time for opinion to form here 
before the meeting of Prime Ministers next June, His Majesty's Government desire to 
publish the report here on 16th March provided the Dominion Governments see no 
objection. 

H your Government agree, it is suggested that the above summary of the report, 
should be published in the Dominions on 16th March. 

The German Counter-Proposals.—On 3rd March the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies informed the Governors-General of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa as follows in regard to the German proposals :— 

The allied conferences on the German counter-proposal to the Paris proposals, 
occupied the whole of the afternoon of 1st March and all 2nd March. Evidence was 
produced that the inadequacy of the German proposal was due partly to a belief that 
i t was good tactics to minimize their offer, and partly to pressure put by German 



industrial magnates ancl Prussian reactionaries on the German Government. The 
allies had reason to believe also that the German Government could make no adequate 
offer except under the strongest allied pressure. The Allies, however, agreed that the 
German proposal, which was little more than a quarter of. the Parisproposal, was 
totally inadequate, and even as a basis of discussion could not be accepted. The 
Allies decided, therefore, that it was essential to bring the strongest pressure to bear 
upon Germany immediately to compel it seriously to face its obligations. They were 
agreed that without it German, public opinion would never permit the German 
Government to make adequate reparation, ancl that Germany would have succeeded 
in undermining the whole basis of the treaty itself..unless the Allies showed a united 
determination to enforce the treaty of Versailles immediately in the matter of reparations 
to the maximum'of Germany's capacity. The French Government considered that, as 
regards the sanctions to be applied, the most effective sanction was the immed iate military 
occtipation of a new par t of Germany. The Prime Minister considered that military 
movements should be reduced to the minimum and that, if they could be made 
effective, economic sanctions were preferable. The Italian representative was fearful 
about the effect of drastic action in dislocating Europe, and with his Japanese 
colleague was inclined to delay. He said he would fall into line with the rest of the 
Allies, however. After discussion it was accordingly decided :-^(A) To'occupy a small 
area on the right bank of the Rhine. This would give the Allies control of the main 
line of railway running south from the Ruhr district, and so give them partial control of 
the coal trade—no extra troops will be required for this. (R) To take the necessary 
powers to deduct such a proportion as they might think fit from the purchase price 
of German, goods. Merchants should be required to pay, this into the Allies' 
Exchequers on account of reparations, forwarding an exchequer receipt td Germany 
in lieu of such proportion. (C) To take control of the customs of the occupied territory 
and to institute a customs line down to the Rhine. These decisions were communi
cateci to the Germans this morning in a statement which comprised detailed, 
justification of the Allies' demands, and the German Government was given until noon 
on Monday in order to reply as to whether they were prepared to make proposals 
which were in accordance with the treaty and could be accepted by the Allies as an 
adequate settlement of their pains. 

The Prime Minister hopes that your Government will be willing to co-operate with 
the Allies in bringing pressure to bear.cn Germany by means of the second sanction 
above mentioned. 

On 7th March a telegram was received from the Governor-General of Australia, 
transmitt ing this message from his Prime Minister in reply to the above :— 

The Commonwealth Government strongly approves the decision of the conference 
to br ing the strongest pressure to bear on Germany [? and] they quite agree that it is 
impossible to get Germany to face its obligations without such pressure. The Govern
ment is of opinion that the amount asked for can he paid by Germany, and that it will 
be paid as soon as the fact that the Allies are resolutely determined to enforce their 
demands becomes manifest. 

: Sanctions A and C are approved by the Commonwealth Government, as also B if 
applied together with A and C ancl in respect of the definite sum already decided 
upon. I t is assumed that B relates to deductions from the price received by Germany 
for all goods sold to foreign countries and that such deductions are paid, into a common 
reparation fund to be distributed as decided by a previous reparation conference and 
not to be credited to the allied nations purchasing goods in respect of which the 
deduction is made. 

Please note as regards B that in accordance with the present policy of the 
Commonwealth importations of German goods into Australia are prohibited,, but 
that the Commonwealth Government is willing to co-operate with the Allies in 
enforcing B. 

Austrian Financial Situation.—The following, telegram from the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies was sent on 10th March. to the Governors-General of Canada, 
Australia, New-Zealand, and South Africa and to the Governor of Newfoundland :— 

In. view of the very uncertain financial situation of the Austro-Hungarian Bank 
and of Austria itself, it is considered desirable that any currency notes of the Bank; 
which under Article 206 of the Treaty of Peace with Austria are to be presented to 
the Reparation Commission, should be presented as soon as possible. The 
Administrator of Austrian Property proposes to fix 1st May as the fast elate on which. 

http://bear.cn


United Kingdom residents may lodge such notes with him, and hopes that Dominion 
Governments will similarly fix an early lime limit and forward any notes so lodged as 
soon as possible. Please telegraph the date fixed and the extent to which such notes 
are known to be held. United Kingdom residents depositing notes are required to 
state whether notes were held by them in the United Kingdom before 15th June 1919. 

CANADA. 

Trade Agreement with-the West Indies.—On 2nd March the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies informed the Governor-General of Canada that the trade agreement of 
ISth June had been accepted by the legislatures of Trinidad, British Guiana, Grenada, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, the Bahamas, Jamaica and British Honduras ; and that he had 
approved the agreemeut subject to the approval of the Canadian Parliament. He added 
that when the Canadian Ministers had fixed with each of the Colonies the date from 
which the agreement was to be regarded as having come into force as provided in 
Article .17, he should be glad if he might be informed of the decision in each case. 

Merchant Marine.—The department of External Affairs announces that the 
Canadian Government Merchant Marine will during the summer have a service from 
M-ontreal to India, and another from Montreal to Australia and New Zealand. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxxviil, p. 12].—Referring to the Governor-GeneraVs telegram of 
22nd February, the Secretary of State for the Colonies transmitted the following 
telegram from the Minister of Munitions on 16th March :  -

British Wool Realization Association. Your telegram of 22ud February has had 
careful attention. Perfect agreement .exists on every substantial point, and it is 
expected that the transfer of assets to the Association can be satisfactorily completed 
this month. Lawyers are engaged in drawing up deeds recording the terms of" 
transfer and the agency arrangements. The full text of the proposed deeds will be 
cabled to Sir John Higgins, who will consult the Commonwealth Government on the 
subject, with a view to an all-round agreement upon the terms of the deeds. 

Timor.—On lOth March the Secretary of State received a telegram from the 
Governor-General, in which the latter, referring to a despatch from the Consul-General 
at Batavia regarding reports that Portuguese Timor was under offer to Holland, said 
that Australia was greatly interested in the future control, of Timor as had been 
mentioned on previous occasions, and if this territory went to a third party, would be 
seriously concerned. His Ministers would be glad to receive any information that 
was available with regard to the reported negotiations for sale. 

N E W ZEALAND. 

Meat [B.E.R., xxxviii, p . 1 2 ] . - T h e following telegram from the Governor-General 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies was received on. 10th March :— 

My telegram 27th February regarding shipping freights, no reply to which has 
yet arrived. My Prime Minister has received a telegram from rhe High Commis
sioner for New Zealand, stating that he has discussed the matter with the Ministiy of 
Food, with the result that the Ministry offers a compromise on the basis of making
the rates fixed last July applicable to all shipments up to the end of the Government 
control of refrigerated shipping space, and cancelling the slightly higher rates fixed 
for free meat, March and April loading, and in the event of non-acceptance that it is 
proposed to maintain these higher rates. This offer is entirely inadequate for meeting 
the serious position existing. The Government of New Zealand had through the High 
Commissioner requested that an already announced and withdrawn rate, based on a 
primage of 5 per cent, less than that which is now offered as a compromise, should be
established, and had further stated clearly that a still lower rate was really necessary 
under the circumstances. The position existing in this Dominion was fully set out in 
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my telegram of 27th February, and it has since become accentuated to such an 
extent that the Government of New Zealand feels compelled to state its opinion that 
the line of action adopted by the Ministry of Food in this matter of freight rates is 
seriously damaging producers. The High Commissioner advises that the Ministry of 
Food state that an additional 5 per cent, is added to freight rates to cover the cost of 
administration and dead freights ; thus making it appear that, in effect, New Zealand 
producers are saddled with His Majesty's administrative charges and with the extra 
running costs of shipping consequent upon shipowners being unable to fill non
refrigerated space. The Government of New Zealand feels confident that His 
Majesty's Ministers cannot be fully cognizant of the extreme hardship being inflicted 
on the Dominion, and respectfully request that the facts of the positiou be fully gone 
into and that the urgently necessary relief be afforded to producers in the form of an 
adequate reduction of the freight rates controlled by His Majesty's Government. 

Meeting of Parliament.—On I I t h March the Governor-General reported that he 
had opened Parliament the day before, and that the session was expected to last a 
fortnight. He added that Parliament had been convened mainly to discuss the 
proposal that the Prime Minister should attend the conference in London next June 
and to vote supplies. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

New Cabinet.—On .10th March the Governor-General reported that the Cabinet 
had been reconstructed as follows:— 

Prime Minister and Native Affairs - - General Smuts. 
Mines and Industries - Mr. F. S. Malan. 
Finance - - - - Mr.. Henry Burton. 
Justice - - - - . - Mr. N. J. de Wet. 
Defence - - : - - -. Col. H. Mentz. 
Public Works, Telegraphs and Posts - - Sir Thomas Watt, 

. Agriculture - - - Sir Thomas Smartt. - ... t 

Railways - .- - - - Mr. dagger. 
Interior, Public Health and Education - Mr, Patrick Duncan. 
Lands - -. 4 :  - ' ' ... - Col, Reitz. 

Opening of Parliament.--On 11th March the GovernoivGeneral telegraphed that 
he had that day opened the first session of the fourth Union Parliament. He added 
that the Hon. H. C. van Heerden had been elected president of the Senate, and that 
the Hon. C. Joe] Krige had been re-elected speaker of the House of Assembly. 

Telegraphing on the same day ReuteFs agent said :— 
The Prince delivered the speech from the Throne excellently, every word being 

distinctly heard, even in the most distant corners of the house. His Royal Highness 
referred first of all to the meejting of the League of Nations at Geneva, at which South 
Africa had been represented, declaring that this first meeting had raised fresh hopes 
for the future of this great institution, especially as the need for it was growing in 
view of the disordered conditions existing over a large part of the world. After 
alluding to various matters of home policy, His Royal Highness spoke of the waste, 
destruction, and industrial dislocation brought about by the war, which had created 
unprecedented conditions of economic depression throughout the world, universal 
financial stringency, and exchange difficulties which were seriously hampering 
international trade. The effects of these world-wide conditions, be said, had been felt 
very severely in South Africa, especially in the agricultural and mining industries. 
It. was difficult to find markets abroad for some of their agricultural, pastoral, and 
mineral exports. Several mines were closing down or curtailing their operations, 
and unemployment was on the increase. In addition to these -economic troubles the 
financial position of South Africa, in spite of its general soundness, was becoming 
difficult, and the ordinary sources of public revenues were being materially affected. 
The Government therefore proposed to concentrate their attention during the coming 
session as far as possible on measures dealing with the financial. and economic 
situation and the proposals dealing with unemployment. The construction of certain 
urgent railway lines and other public.,works hacLbeen recommended as a suitable 
measure for creating additional opportunities for employment. Consideration would 
also be given to the safeguarding of some of their own industries against unfair 
competition from overseas owing to the abnormal conditions prevailing abroad. 



Bye-Election Results.—Reuter's agent telegraphed as follows from Capetown on 
10th and 11th March  : -

The bye-election at Marico, rendered mecessary by the tie at the recent general 
elections, has resulted in a victory for the South African Party's candidate, the result 
being as follows: — 

Mr. Lemner (South African Party) - 1,343 
Mr. Pienaar (Nationalist) - - - - - 1,263 

South African Party's majority - - 80 

The bye-election at Witwatersberg, which was necessitated by the tie at the 
recent general elections, has resulted in a victory for the Nationalists, the figures 
-being as follows :— 

Mr. Alberts (Nationalist) - - - - - 1,098 
Col. Pretorius (South African Party) - - - 1,036 

Nationalist majority -? - - 62 

" One Big Union" Movement.—ReuteFs Johannesburg agent reported on 
28th February that a largely attended congress of members of the South African 
Workers' -Bond, an influential body representing the nationalist element of the 
Witwatersrand mine workers, passed a resolution to-day calling on all members and 
intending members to resign from the Mine Workers' Onion by 15th March and 
become members of the South African Workers' Bond. The resolution also appeals to 
all trade unions, the federation of trades, and kindred bodies with a view to 
-consolidating labour throughout South Africa in one big industrial bond. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

The following paragraphs have been taken from the report of the Ministry of 
Labour for the week ending 15th March :— 

General Survey of the Labour Situation for the Week.—The most important 
development in the general industrial situation which has taken place in the course 
of the week is the formal invitation of the national federation of building trades 
operatives to the triple alliance, requesting the latter body to take into immediate 
consideration the question of convening a conference of the principal trade unions, 
affected, to formulate a common policy to meet the attack alleged to be contemplated 
by employers on wages and conditions of work. The trade unions which the 
federation wish to take part in the conference are the miners' federation of Great 
Britain, the national union of railwaymen, the national transport workers' federation, 
the federation of engineering and shipbuilding trades and the national federation of 
building trades operatives. The proposal of the building trades federation was 
apparently put forward at a meeting of the emergency committee on the 8th March, 
and will be discussed on the 17th by the sub-committee of the triple alliance, which 
consists of the presidents and secretaries of the constituent bodies. It will be 
remembered that the sub-committee of the alliance also met on the 8th March to 
consider the advisability of calling a full conference of the alliance to - discuss the 
position created in the coal mining industry by the Governments proposals for 
decontrol, and decided not to convene such a conference at the present time. The 
proposal of the building trades federation is in consonance with recently expressed 
opinions of prominent officials in the national transport workers' federation, the 
miners' federation,' and also the national union of railvvaymeu. It appears very 
probable, however, that the triple alliance wall pass on the request of the building
trades to the parliamentary committee of the trades union congress. 

The conferences between employers and employed which have taken place in the 
course of the week have not led to any conclusive results. The principal conferences 
have been concerned with the mining, shipbuilding and engineering industries, and 
in each case reductions in wages are definitely proposed. The meeting of the national 
maritime board on the 17th March will bring the seafaring industry into the list of 
trades in which wages reductions are imminent. The national union of railwaymen 
have now formulated a declaration hostile to decontrol, and in favour of the national
ization of railways, and the three unions concerned with the railway industry are now 
at one on these questions. It would appear that in many industries it is not necessarily 
plain wages reductions that will cause serious trouble. This conclusion is supported 
by the fact that the adoption of a cost-of-living sliding scale, at the time when such a 
scale will probably mean a series of reductions in wages, is the declared policy of the 
unions in the building, hosiery, and vehicle building trades, and in the latter two cases 
has been definitely put forward in response to employers' demands for immediately 
reduced wages. What is very much feared, however, is that attempts will be made to 
alter the standard of conditions of work, the achievement of which by the trade unions 
concerned was so prominent a feature of the year 1919. The builders fear payment 
by results, and the railwaymen an attack upon their guaranteed 48-hour week : while 
the miners are sore at the action of the owners in deciding to terminate contracts of 
employment on the 31st March before the national negotiations with the miners' 
federation have definitely proved abortive. This would appear to be the strongest 
force behind the proposals to raise special unemployment funds which are now being
canvassed not only within the miners' federation, but also within the national union 
of railwaymen and the boileriuakers' society. In the case of the national union of 
railwaymen, the avowed purpose of raising the fund is to provide unemployed members 
with a more substantial maintenance allowance in order to lessen the temptation to 
accept employment under worse conditions. 



EGYPT. 

Neio Ministry.—On 10th March Lord Allenby reported [No. 175] the formation of 
.-a ministry by Adly Pasha :— , 

Adly Yeghen Pasha  . . . President. 
Hussein Itushdi Pasha . . . Vice-President. 
Abdel Khalek Sarwat Pasha   Interior. 
Ismail Sidki Pasha  . . . Finance. 
Gaafer Waly Pasha  .   Education. 
Ahmed Ziwer Pasha  Communications. 
Midhat Yeghen Pasha    Wakfs. 
Mohammed Skefik Pasha  Public Works. 
Neguib [?] Ghali Pasha  ' Agriculture. 
Abdel Fattah Yehia Pasha   Justice. 

The Sultan and Adly Pasha.- On 18th March Lord Alleuby telegraphed [No. 180] 
-as follows : - -

A rescript dated 16th March has been addressed by the Sultan to Adly Pasha 
-calling on him, in view of His Majesty's Governments decision relative to the 
^abolition of the protectorate and to the appointment by his Highness of an official 
-delegation, to form a new Cabinet to undertake the political action demanded by the 
present circumstances. 

In his reply, Adly Pasha indicates that the new Ministry will make an appeal to 
Saad Zaghloul and his associates to collaborate in arriving at an accord with Great 
Britain which will put out of doubt the independence of Egypt, and will inaugurate 

-a new era of friendship and mutual confidence. He mentions the necessity of any 
-accord reached being submitted to a national assembly, freely elected and represeu
tative of the people, and expresses a pious hope that, with this end in view, it may be 
possible to suppress martial law and censorship. He states that though conscious 
that great reforms are needed, the Ministry will make no radical changes in anticipa
tion of the new parliamentary regime, but will administer the country in the best 
interests of the people, keeping particularly in view' the economic situation. 

GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 

Administration of certain. Districts assumed.—ReuteFs .agent telegraphed as 
follows from Dar-es-Salaam on 25th M a r c h : - O n the 22nd instant, the British 
Government assumed the administration of the German administrative district of 
Ujiji and those portions of Tabora, Bukoba and Bismarckburg hitherto under 
Belgian administration. The final, boundaries have not been defined. Tbe same 
-currency has been adopted as in Tanganyika, but Belgian franc notes are accepted. 
Meanwhile, the exchange rate is five and a half francs to the florin or rupee. The 
banding over ceremony at Kigoma was attended by the administrator of' Tanganyika 
Territory. 

INDIA. 

Mission to Kabul [B.F.R., xxxix, p. 3 ] . - O n 14th March the Viceroy reported 
.[30.1 S.] the receipt of a telegram from Sir Henry Dobbs, dated 12th.March, in which 
he said he had proposed an official meeting for that date, but that Tarsi had asked 
him to explain the position first at a private meeting, which was to take place that 

-afternoon. He announced an addition which he proposed to the draft in.case he 
found himself obliged to propound the whole of it. This was an agreement to grant to 
the Afghan Government, on the ratification of the treaty, a sum of 3.1. lakhs, as 

. an additional token of the British Governments goodwill towards Afghanistan. This 
amount represented the 'a r rears of subsidy from the date of the signature of the 
Rawal Piiidi treaty to the 12th February .1921. His reasons were that such payment 
would bear the impress of being spontaneous rather than an admission of Afghan 
right to arrears, and would hasten ratification. 



Sir Henry Vobbs sent a further telegram the.following day, transmitted [369 S.]'
by. the Viceroy on 15th March, giving an account of the private conversation with 
Tars i . He had stated that the revelations regarding Bolshevik motives had convinced 
the British Government that their sole motive in making an agreement with Afghanistan 
was to create trouble in India. Therefore, without the certainty that the Bolshevik 
treaty contained nothing that would be injurious to them, the British Government 
would find it impossible to sign an agreement with Afghanistan. Notwithstanding 
the assurances of the Amir as to the fulfilment of the condition that he would, accept 
nothing harmful to us, there might be many provisions which Afghanistan might 
consider innocuous which we might consider harmful. This made it imperative that 
we should see the Bolshevik draft treaty before signing ourown. After some argument 
Sir Henry Dobbs agreed to hand Tarsi our draft agreement in its entirety on the
understanding that it must be amended to provide against anything contrary to our 
interests in the Bolshevik agreement before it could be signed. 

Telegraphing [372 S.J on 15th March, the Viceroy referred to the telegram [1343] 
from the Secretary of State and subsequent-correspondence, and strongly urged that 
His Majesty's Government would reconsider their attitude towards the Afghan 
problem. This included insistence on the disclosure of the Bolshevik agreement; , 
stipulations against a subsidy or money g ran t ; and against the gift of arms. The 
first point had been met to a certain extent by the private negotiations with Tarsi , . 
but as regarded the other two, the Indian Government were emphatically of opinion 
that it would be inexpedient to make such stipulations, and that, if made, they would 
be powerless to enforce. The determination of Afghanistan to assert her independence,..
from which nothing short of war would drive her, made any attempt based, on politics .
which were no longer practical, to secure a treaty, certain to be a failure. This would 
be playing into the hands of the Bolsheviks, and wotdd leave them an open field to
work their schemes against us, and, indeed, might lead, to war. India, on -whom the 
brunt would fall, could not face an Afghan war. In brief, then, India required the
good ncighbourliness of an united Afghanistan in order to stabilize her frontier, and. 
to provide a barrier against. Bolshevism. 

The Viceroy concluded, by quoting the success of the policy of keeping-
Afghanistan out of the great war, 'and begged His Majesty's Government to accept 
the present policy of concluding a treaty with Afghanistan on the best terms that 
could be secured, standing finally on the prohibition of Bolshevik designs against 
ourselves. 

The Secretary of State acknowledged [1682] the receipt of the Viceroy's telegram on 
22nd March. He had awaited, the continuation of Sir Henry Dobbs' telegram of 
13th March, as the next move-on the part of the Afghans would give a clearer
indication of their real attitude. In the meantime he wished to remove the
possibility of any misunderstanding. Referring to the three points raised by the -
Viceroy, as it was agreed the question of the disclosure of the Bolshevik agreement 
need not be re-opened at present, the Secretary of State only reiterated the view o  f 
His Majesty's Government that the disclosure was a necessary test of Afghan good 
faith. On the questions of subsidy and supply of arms, he pointed out that the -
Government had not said that the receipt of them, whatever the circumstances might 
be, would make a treaty impossible. The questions must be considered in relation to-
the whole situation. But until the position at Kabul was clearer, he could not ask 
the Cabinet to reconsider the question. 

On 20th March the Viceroy transmitted [415 S.] a report sent by Sir Henry Dobbs 
on 13th March to the effect that he had authentic information that a preliminary 
treaty had been signed at Moscow between the Afghan and Anatolian Governments.: 
The draft of this treaty, together with that of the Bolshevik treaty, might be expected 
to reach Kabul about the end of April. 

Regarding JamaTs schemes in Afghanistan, his representative in Moscow, Badri -
Bey, had been told by the Soviet Government that some part of the assistance 
proposed for Afghanistan would be given periodically, which was taken, to mean that 
in addition to the amount of arms ancl munitions named in the draft treaty, an annual 
fixed amount would be given. The verbal assurances of the Bolsheviks, that they 
would not object to a treaty of neutrality between the British ancl the Afghans, on 
the understanding that Afghanistan would not be brought -under Brit isli influence,., 
had been repeated. The Afghan delegation to Berlin had arrived at Riga. Badri 
Bey had gone to Berlin to meet Muhammad Wali, the head of the legation there. 
And, lastly, that considerable impression was being made in Kabul by the information. 
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concerning Russian troubles which was being transmitted by -Afghan agents in 
Russia. 

The following day the Viceroy sent [416 S.] the contents of Sir Henry Dobbs' 
telegram supplementary to the above. The latter reported that he had sent Nawab to 
interview Tarsi on the subject of the treaty with Anatolia, and had requested 
information on the.subject. Tarsi had admitted the possibility of such a.treaty, but 
had said that it could not be even considered until Kamal's representative, Abdur 
Rahman Reg, had arrived in Kabul. Tarsi had appeared impressed by the hint 
conveyed that the information concerning the Afghan delegation had been received 
from Berlin. He also revealed that Von Heiitig, who was in Afghanistan during the 
war, and was now in the German Foreign Office, had written to him indicating the 
advantages of a treaty between Germany and Afghanistan. Tarsi had said that the * 
British draft treaty had been considered by the Afghans, who were preparing a draft 
treaty which would set forth their requirements. 

. The Viceroy'e Weekly Reports.—The following telegrams were sent on 17th and 
March :  -

I. (17th March).-Section 1. The United Provinces state that the general 
situation has to some extent deteriorated. No act of disorder has occurred, but the 
agitation is more intense, and the challenge to the Government is becoming more 
pronounced. Indications point to a period of difficulty in the hot weather when the 
crops are cut and the agricultural population enjoys a period of idleness before the 
rains. The result is a mass of combustible material ready to hand for the efforts of 
political incendiaries. The district executive authorities are taking action on the lines 
laid down by the local Government, and more uniform and co-ordinated efforts.are 
being made to counteract the non-co-operation movement. Reports show that the 
orders are welcomed by both officials and non-officials, but sufficient time has not yet 
elapsed to show the full effect of this'policy. 

Section 2. A notorious local agitator and seven accomplices have been prosecuted, 
under section 143 of the Indian Penal Code, summarily, for preventing candidates from 
attending an examination at the Sanskrit College, Benares, and sentenced to short 
terms of imprisonment. The excise sales have been a complete failure- in three 
districts, and only a modified success in some other places. 

Section 3. The caliphate conference early in the month attracted prominent 
agitators to Lucknow. The speeches made by Mohamed Ali and Shaukat Aii were very 
violent. The new Legislative Council is finding its feet. An early tendency to 
irresponsible prolixity is correcting itself, and there are signs that parties will come 
into existence with. (? settled) lines of intelligent and rational programmes. 

Section 4. A resolution in Council, advocating a mixed enquiry into the Rae 
Bareli disturbances,was lost. The district magistrate, Nairn Tal, has issued orders 
under section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code, prohibiting all public meetings, 
except in places of worship, without written sanction from the authorities. The 
deputy commissioner of Aligarh has prohibited the holding of non-co-operation 
meetings within the municipal limits of Sikandra Rao. 

Section 5. Central Provinces.—The Nagpur disturbances have been reported.; 
there has been no further trouble. The non-co-operation campaign continues with 
unabated vigour, and the most disquieting feature is the continuous spread of the 
movement to the smaller towns and villages. 

Section 6 . During a recent tour of the commissioner of Berar to a typical town 
in the interior, there was a hartal in consequence of his arrival.. Arbitration courts 
have been set up and national schools opened. Collections of cotton are made front 
each cart entering the market, to provide funds for the so-called national work. The 
political leaders have employed a number of volunteers to enforce their orders in. the 
towns and neighbouring villages. The commissioner took vigorous action to deal with 
the situation. 

Section 7. The temperance campaign has intensified. The formation of volunteer 
organizations is spreading. Arbitration courts have started at several places. 

Section 8. Punjab.—The home member visited Lahore on the 6th March, and 
discussed with the Punjab Government the measures to be taken in regard to the 
Nankana affair. The Punjab Government subsequently announced that they con
templated legislation on the lines of the Charity Commissioners in England, and a 
Press telegram of the 15th instant.states that, the resolution regarding the introduction 
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of such legislation and its promulgation, as a temporary measure or ordinance, was 
carried on a motion made by the Education Minister, Pazli Hussain, by 30 votes, to 1, 
the Sikh members abstaining. The exact form of the resolution has hot yet been 
reported. 

Section 9. In the meantime the local Government has instructed the district 
magistrates that if a dispute exists regarding any (? shrine), action should be taken 
under section. 145 (4), second proviso. Troops are being moved to Anandpur and 
Muktsar with a view to the prevention of possible disturbances. 

Section 10. Meetings have been held at Lahore between certain leading Sikhs, 
two members of the Executive Council, ministers and the commissioner and deputy 

. commissioner, at which the following conclusions Were reached :—(1) As to property 
-belonging to the shrine, the -committee appointed by the commissioner to manage 
the shrine is to remain in adverse possession. Whether it is actually in possession, 
and how far such possession is lawful, are matters for the decision of the courts of 
law. (2) Persons interested are at liberty to go to the courts, criminal or civil, and 
the Government is not to take possession, or oust the committee from possession, 
until the courts pass orders. (3) As to the shrine itself, the Government are 
prepared to protect it against attack. Jathas in Islankana or in neighbourhood to 
be -removed within five days; and the committee and all concerned are to use all 
their influence to prevent any other organized armed bodies from coining to Nankana 
or to any of the villages in which a shrine is situated. Subsequently, the Keara 
shrine at Nankana was seized by Kartar Singh, a member of the committee, at the 
head of a band of - armed men. The commissioner proceeded to Nankana. Kartar 
Singh and 10 others were arrested, and the shrine attached by the district magistrate. 
The disarmament of armed Sikhs at Nankana is stated to be proceeding quietly. A 
communique issued on the 12th states that a small shrine in Lahore was entered by 
an armed band, who subjected Mahant to a form of penance. The shrine was attached 
by the district magistrate; but the order of attachment was disregarded on the 
removal of the police. Subsequently, the shrine was taken over by the police and a 
number of persons were arrested. The circulation of the vernacular papers Bandc 
Nalaram and Pralap is said to have increased enormously. Gandhi and his party, 
on tour, tried to impress upon the Sikhs that the British Government was to blame 
for the loss of lives. Gandhi has issued an open letter to the Sikhs, advising 
them not to seek redress for crimes in the courts of law, which are established by 
the Civil Government he especially deprecates ; and stated that there are two 
alternatives, either the establishment of arbitration courts for the settlement of 
disputes regarding the possession of all shrines or the postponement of the question 
till the attainment of swaraj. 

Section 11. There are no signs that the Sikhs will be willing to forego punish
ineiit of Mohant and his followers, but the lion-co-operationists are urging that 
there should be another prosecution of Government officials for conspiracy, and their 
propaganda is not without effect on the feeling amongst the Sikhs, who are still in a 
highly excited condition. 

Section 11A. Bihar and Or i s sa . -A few policemen are reported to have gone on 
strike in two districts. Generally, a lull is reported iu the non-co-operation campaign, 
but in some districts the movement is active. There was complete hartal when the 
Governor visited Monghyr. In. Chota Nagpur the movement is losing strength iu 
spite of violent speeches, Proceedings have been taken in a good many cases in 
the province under sections 108 anil 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code. It is 
reported unofficially t ha t agrarian uurest is developing in the district north of the 
Ganges. 

Section 12. Madras.—In the hartal on 27th February, reported last week, 
nothing untoward occurred. The temperance movement has now appeared in most 
districts of the presidency except in the extreme south. 

Section 13. The sale of Arrack in shops has been boycotted in many places, 
and the decrease in the excise revenue is likely to be"considerable. Opinion is divided 
as to whether this is entirely a political movement. There is no doubt that it has the 
active support of many who are not non-co-operators. The boycott of schools has made 
no headway. The non-co-operation movement has extended to Coorg. 

Section 14. Bombay. -Students are returning in small numbers to the schools in 
Bombay. The motfassil situation continues temporarily to fluctuate in any locality , 
where a national school is opened. The labour situation is easier. 



Section 15. G e n e r a l . - T h e general situation has not apparently.altered since our 
last telegram, but we are now approaching the most critical months of the year when, 
if ever, non-co-operationists may be expected to put forth all their efforts to bring 
about widespread disturbances, It is impossible to forecast the measure of success 
which these efforts are likely to attain, more particularly in the Punjab and the-
United Provinces, where the elements of danger are the greatest. At the same time 
there is no sufficient reason at present to assume that the disturbances, if they occur, 
will be on such a scale and so well co-ordinated as to make the task of dealing with 
them extremely difficult, nor do we couleroplate at present any general change of the 
policy hitherto pursued. The local Governments are now taking more vigorous action 
under the ordinary law, and, in particular, are using section 114 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code, for the prevention, of meetings likely to influence feeling amongst 
the masses; and the loud protests of extremists indicate that the action of the 
authorities is hampering their seditious activities. The situation, however, is liable 
to change with great rapidity, and cannot therefore be forecasted with any confidence. 

The Turkish Peace.—The following telegrams were sent by the Viceroy on 12th 
and 14th March respectively :— 

(I.) The following resolution was moved by Sir Zidficjar Ali Khan in the Council 
of State on 3rd March : — 

" This Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council that he wall be 
pleased to address the Secretary of State for India with the object of 
securing that full consideration is given to public opinion in. this country 
before any matter is decided in which the religious susceptibilities of any 
class of His Majesty's subjects in India are concerned." 

An amendment to the above was moved by Saiyid Raza Ali, who suggested that 
tbe words " b y His Majesty's Government" on the caliphate question, be substituted 
for the words beginning, " Before any matter," to the end. Raza Ali said that the 
resolution, as thus amended, would embody the Indian point of view, especially of 
the moslems, in a better form perhaps than Zulliqar Ali's, and gratefully acknowledged 
the sympathy extended to mohamedan feeling, both by his countrymen, and by the 
European community in India, official and non-official.- He had no quarrel with the 
Government of India, his criticisms were directed against the Homo Department of 
the Government, of India. He had laid the views .of the Indian moslems before 
Parliament, but had completely failed to influence its policy. The Cabinets failure 
adequately to appreciate moslem sentiment he attributed to the non-inclusion of a 
Moslem representative in London. 

2. The Conferences of 1917 and 1918, having regard to the momentous issues 
at stake, and to the religious nature of the problems involved, maintained that it was 
the plain duty of the Government of India and the Home Government to have insisted 
on a moslem representative at those meetings. This error was responsible for the 
prevailing discontent among mohamedans. The Cabinet had also all along treated 
Indian nioslem sentiment in a manner that was bound to create unrest. He 
welcomed tbe despatch of a mohamedan deputation to England, including i wo Sunnis. 
He felt that some regard should be paid to the unanimous demands of moslems, as 
with the cases of citizens of a self-governing Dominion. The Foreign Secretary 
doubted the wisdom of the moveFs tactics, and thought that there was no need to 
discuss a topic on which the House had already passed its full opinion during the 
debate on the Bhurgris resolution, held on 21st February. Zulfiqar Ali Khan still 
thought; his resolution justified. A member said that it would be a work of superero
gation to ask you now to secure that full consideration should be given to public 
opinion in India, but they -were prepared to send you a copy of tbe debate, and an 
abstract of it by telegram. With this undertaking, the resolution and the amendment 
was withdrawn. We regret the delay in cabling the summary. I t has been due to 
the late receipt of the Council proceedings. Even now we have only a proof 
before us. 

(II.) I have received a long letter from the Begum of Bhopal on the subject of 
the Turkish peace terms. " After dwelling on the unsatisfactory features of the treaty 
of Sevres, she says that it has wrought terrible mischief by creating two wide-spread 
impressions, (1) that His Majesty's Government, in contrast to the Govern merit of 
India, are absolutely hostile to Tnrkey's cause, and (2) that the view of the Govern
ment of India, and consequently the opinion of India itself, does not carry, in imperial 
councils, the weight to which it is entitled. The removal of these impressions, which 
are responsible for all agitation, will tend to restore normal conditions. After quoting 
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His.Royal Highness's farewell words,"beginning ' the voice oE India lias not carried 
the weight, and does not carry the weight, which India has a right to claim. To my 
mind, the outstanding merit of lndia 's new constitution is, that the view of the 
Government of India must henceforth weigh more heavily in the scale, as more truly 
representing the Indian point, of view, than it has done in the past.' Her Highness 
pleads for a stroke of bold imaginative statesmanship in favour of Turkey's cause. Only 
by giving unmistakable proof oE his Majesty'? Governments regard for the unanimous 
wish of. the teeming millions of India, can the impression of British hostility to 
aboriginal countries be removed. Reuter. has emphasized the desire of France for 
revision, and consequently moslems regard His Majesty's Government as the only 
obstacle. This is extremely unfortunate, in view of the situation in Egypt, Arabia, 
Mesopotamia, Syria, Persia and Afghanistan. T h e world situation is so very abnormal 
that it calls for exceedingly bold statesmanship in the British Empire, and matters 
have reached such a stage in this country that it is important, to deal with the 
caliphate question in consonance with the wishes of the moslem community. Great 
Britain's reputation has always stood high for devotion to moslem interests, and a 
notable proof of her ' steadfastuess at this difficult time cannqt fail to strike the 
imagination and capture the hearts of the Islamic world." 

THE DOMINIONS. 

CANADA., 

Miscellaneous.—The following items of information have been communicated by 
the department of External Affairs : — 

(1) The- Canadian Government Merchant Marine, Limited, is opening a service 
between Vancouver and Montreal. Thirty freight steamers will be operated to various 
points during the coining summer from the port of Montreal. 

(2) An Order in Council has been passed extending indefinitely the time during 
which immigrants of the mechanic, artisan, or labourer classes, skilled or unskilled, 
are required to possess $250 on landing in Canada, in addition to a ticket to 
destination. This does not apply to farmers and household workers, or wives or 
minor children of persons legally resident in Canada. 

"" AUSTRALIA. 

Reparation : Sanction B.—The following telegram from the Prime Minister of 
Australia to the Secretary of State for the Colonies was received on 18th March:— 

It would appear that the assumption upon which the approval of the Common
wealth Government was based as set out in my telegram of 7th March, that the 
50 per cent, collected would be paid into a pool to be distributed among the allies in 
proportions agreed to'm£e?* se, was unfounded ancl that it is intended that-each allied 
nation shall retain all moneys collected in this way for its own use. The Common
wealth Government is of opinion that, the principle is wrong and that its application 
is certainly calculated to prejudice Australian interests, I have explained already 
that the Commonwealth policy prohibits German imports; but, apart from this, a 
large proportion of German goods coming into Australia before the war were 
re-exported to Australia from Britain. It is gathered from your telegram that moneys 
collected in respect of these would be retained by Britain. And as , in any case, the. 
amount of money collected under ' sanct ion B would depend upon the volume of 
German imports, and as these must necessarily displace Australian goods or goods 
from other countries—mainly from Bri tain-- the Commonwealth Government cannot 
approve it. 

-Fruit.-Oa 19th March the Governor-General telegraphed to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies as follows :— 

My Prime Minister informs me that the position of the fruit export trade from 
Australia, particularly Western Australia, is in a very critical state, and that great
loss will result unless immediate action be taken to facilitate exportation. In 
Western Australia alone there are 100,000.cases ready for packing for export and 
S0,000 cases in cool stores A7essels arriving before the 3rd April can accommodate 
30,000 cases only. The provision of space towards the end of April will not help 



materially. The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia would be glad if 
-arrangements could be made for additional space to be made available for fruit. 
Urgent consideration and a reply as soon as possible would be appreciated. 

In reply to this telegram the Secretary of State sent the following message on 
28th M a r c h :  - . 

The Food Controller states that the Sydney Overseas Shipping Committee was 
instructed to provide for the carriage of exportable Australian fruit, in consultation 
-with'the shippers, in various states up to the maximum of ] ,250,000 cases, and that 
provision was actually allocated by the Committee for 108,000 cases. In the case of 
Western Australia provision was made for 190,000 cases, of which .125,000 were from 
Fremantle and 65,000 from Albany. Unfortunately the Northumberland, allocated 
to carry 65,000 cases from Albany, was delayed in New Zealand, but instructions 
have been sent to the Sydney Committee to do everything possible to expedite 
Western Australian shipments. The Food Controller regrets it is impracticable to 
rearrange the programme from this end, 

"NEW ZEALAND. . 

Parliament.-On 24th March the Governor-General reported to the Secretary of 
-State for the Colonies that Parliament had been prorogued, that clay. 

SOUTH AFRICA. . 

Gorman' Reparation.—On 17th March, the Governor-General informed the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies that he had been requested by General Smuts to 
inform him that his Ministers did not propose to "introduce legislation in regard to 
sanction B. The Prime Minister had added that they had given their -most careful' 

consideration to the scheme, but found it impossible to agree to it as being in the 
interests of either the Empire as a whole or the Union. 

Wool [B.E.R., xxxviii, p. 13],—On 22nd March the following telegram was sent 
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governor-General:— 

The offer in my telegram of 19th January was made on the assumption that the 
--amounts of the various qualities- of which particulars were given by Messrs. Reynolds 
-and Chapped were contained in the 1.00,000 bales (approximately) to he purchased. 
These were based on the telegram from your Palme Minister to the High Commissioner 
-of 30th November. 

It is assumed that the assortment of qualities, now remaining, does not differ too 
widely from the particulars given previously, i,e., that the proportion of short natives 
-coarse and coloured has not been greatly increased, and the proportion of combing 
wool has not been correspondingly diminished. 

On this understanding His Majesty's Government adhere to their offer in spite of 
the 20 per cent, fall in market prices of wool since my telegram of 19th January. 
Clean scoured prices for coarse and coloured should not exceed twice those in - grease. 
The Ministry' of Munitions . desire to know -what the Union Government consider a 
reasonable charge for scouring. Wool already shipped is not included in the offer. 
The wool of season 1919-20 means wool shorn between 1st August 1919 and 
1st August 1920. An inclusive charge must be fixed to cover handling, appraisement, 
insurance, and storage, which should not exceed -fa", per lb. Expenses of this character 
in Australia have been less than id . per lb. We regret that it is quite impossible to 
-contemplate extending the purchase to the wool clip of the current season or to 
mohair. It is suggested that holders of last seasons wool should register their clips 
within a short term, not exceeding ] 5.days, and that the Union Government should 
retain the option of refusing or accepting according to the quantities registered of the 
various qualities. This precaution is necessary because the 191.3-14 schedule is far 
above the present value of the lower qualities of wool, most of which are at present 
virtually unsaleable in England. As to -the staff and advisory committees, we agree 
to your proposals. All.other arrangements would be agreed in detail between your 
-wool committee and the Director of Raw Materials; but until the main conditions are 
-accepted it is premature to consider such details. Uidess the Union Government see 
their way to arrange first-rate storage, available for 12 months, it is useless proceeding 
further with the business. The European wool market is so bad that a long period 
of storage is essential, otherwise a hurried resale might result in ruinous losses. 


